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REPORT 


OF THE 

SECRETARY OF THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 

Charles D. Walcott, 

FOR IHE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1921. 


To the Board of Reyents of the Sinithsonhni Institution. 

Gentlemen: I have the honor to submit lierewith the annual re- 
port on the activities and condition of the Smithsonian Institution 
and its branches during the year ending June 30, 1921. The affair^ 
of the Institution proper are ro\'ieAved on the first 24 pages of this 
report, Avhile more detailed accounts of the year's Avork of the a arious 
branches of the institution are given in the appendices hereto. 
These include reports on the United States National Museum, the 
Bureau of American Etlinology, the International Exchange Service, 
the National Zoological Park, tlie Astrophysical Observatory, the 
Smithsonian Library, tlie Ignited States Regional Bureau of the 
International Catalogue of Scientific Literature, the National Gal- 
leiy of Art, the Freer Gallery of Art, and the publications of the 
Institution and its branches. 

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT. 

The Smithsonian Institution was createrl by act of Congress in 
1846, according to the terms of the will of flames Smithson, of Eng- 
land, who in 1826 bequeathed his property to the United States of 
America ‘Ao found at Washington, under the name of the Smith- 
sonian Institution, an e^^tablishment for the increase and diffusion of 
knowledge among men.'' In receiving the property and accepting 
the trust Congress determined that the Federal Government was 
without authority to administer the trust directly, and therefore 
constituted an ‘‘ establishment ” whose statutory members are “ the 
President, the Vice President, the Chief Justice, and the heads of 
the executive departments.'’ 
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THE BOARD OF ]iE<IKNT.S. 

The affairs oi’ the Inslitutiun arc administered hy a r>(>ard of 
iie^eiils, whose inembcrsliip consists of the Vice President, tlie 
Chief Justice, three Members of the Senate, and tliree Meml^ers of 
the House of Ilepresentatives, togetlier with six other persons other 
tlian Members of Congress, two of whom shall be resident in the city 
of Washington and the other four shall l)c inhabitants of some State, 
imt no two of them of the same State.” One of the Eegents is elected 
chancellor by the board: in tlio past the selection has fallen on either 
tlie Vice President or the Chief Justice; and a suitable person is 
chosen ])y them as secretary of the Institution, who is also secretary 
of the Board of Eegents and the executive officer dire<‘tly in charge 
of the Institution's activities. 

In regard to the personn.el of the l)oard, it becomes my sad duty 
to re(’ord the deatli. on ^fay 19, 1921, of its chancelJor, Edward 
Dou glass White, Chief Justice of the United States. Eesolutions 
in memory of Chance]](u^ IVhite were adopted ]>y the Eegents at a 
special meeting held May 27, 1921, Avhen the Hon. Calvin Coolidge, 
Vice President of the United States, Avas elected chancellor of the 
Institution. 

The only other change in the personnel of the board Ava^ the 
ijppointment of the Hon. A. OAvsley Stanley, Senatoi’ from Kern 
tucky. as a Eegent on January 5, 1921, to succeed Senator Charles S. 
Thomas, Ilie roll of Eeg<mts at the dose of the fiscal year was as 
follows: Cahun Coolidge, Vice President of the I.Tnite<l States, 
chancellor; Henry Cabot Lodge, Member of the Senate: A. Dw^-lev 
Stanley, ilember of the Senate: Medill McCormick, ^lember of the 
Senate: Ijemuel P. Padgett, ^Member of the House of Eepresenta- 
tives: Frank L. Creone, Member of the House of HcpresentatiA'cs : 
rlohn A. Elston, Member of the House of Eepresentatives: Alexander 
Uraham Bell, citizen of Washington. D. C.: Ueorge Cray. ritiz<‘n of 
DehiAvare: Charles F. Choate, jr., citizen of ^lassachiwetts : John P). 
Henderson, citizen of Waffiington, D. C.: Henry White, (dizen of 
^laryland: and Eohert S. Brookings, citizen of Missouri. 

The board held its annual meeting on December 0. 192n. The pro- 
ceedings of that meeting, as Avell as the annual finamual import of the 
executive committee, haA'e been printed a^* U'^ual for tlic of th(' 
Eegents, AAdiile such im])ortant matters acted upon as are of ]>nl)lic 
interest are revieAve<l under apju’opriate liea<ls in the present rej)oi-i 
of the secretary. A detailed statement of <lisburs(‘ments from tlie 
CoA^ernment appropriations under the direction of the Institution 
for the maintenance of the National Museum, the National Zoological 
Park, and other branches Avil] be submitted to Congress l'>v tlie sec- 
retary in the usnnd mtinner in acrordjnic(‘ witli the hnv. 
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(IKXKKAT. (H)XSIDKUAITONS. 

'J’hc act esta])]islimg tlic Smithsonian Institution in 1846 included 
in its functions the promotion ot art as ayoII as science. Heretofore 
tills ])hase of the Tnstitiitioirs activities has remained somewhat in 
abevance owin^’ to the lack of means to further it, but within tlie 
last few years a tremendous impetus lias been ^iven tlie art feature. 
At the beginninir of the past hscal year the Xational Gallery of Art, 
formerly administered as a part of the Xational INIuseum, became a 
separate unit under the Smithsonian Institution, and Congress pro- 
vided a small appropriation for its maintenance. This imxiortaiit 
stcji nil] do much toward the development of Washington as an art 
<’enter, and will undoubtedly bring inudi desirable material to the 
nationad collections, already valued in money at several million 
dollars. The Freer Gallery of Art. a unit of the Xational Gallery, 
veas brought practically to completion during the year, and work 
is going forward on the installation oi the Freer collection. This 
h-eautifid building and the unexcelled (‘ol lection of American and 
oriental art which it contains are, as noted in previous reports, the 
gift to the Xation. through the Smithsonian Institution, of the late 
Mr. Charles L. Freer, of Detroit. 

It i^ an unjdeasant duty to here recoi'd again the ])rcssing need 
of the In<^titution for a larger endowment. Altliough several gener- 
ous contributions have be^m received since the foumliiig of the 
Institution, few material additions to its endowed funds have ever 
been made. Despite the greatly enlarged field of its scientific activi- 
ties, despite the ever-increasing demands for scientific information 
from individuals throughout the country, its income has remained 
substantially the -ame. Almost daily the Institution is forced to 
forego Opportunities for \'al liable exjdorations and scientific re- 
searches on account of lack of moans, and it is hoped that some far- 
sighted benefactor. I'ccognizing the advantageous position and un- 
excelled facilities of tlie Smithsonian Institution foi- carrying on 
valuable researches in eveiw branch of science, will provide an en- 
dowment .-iiflicient to eneble it to carry on this work in the ‘Gnerea^o 
and diffusion of knowledge among men." 

— As noted in a previous I’eporl. an important beijuest 
wa^' made to tlie Iu>tilution under tlu^ terms (>f the will of Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Purdy Paeon, of Xew York, probated April 11, 1610, which 
will do much toward extending onr knowledge of the fauna of the 
world. 

That portion of Mrs. Bacon's will relating to the Institution reads 
as folhiws : 

(fi To Smitli« 0 ]iinn Tnstitut*' tho sum of Hftv Uioii^inud dollnr^ (S.*)0.000>, to 
00 U'oU IP oMnMislnncr a travo’iiicr fo pnUod t))e WnUoi- Itatb- 
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hone Bacon scholarship for tlie study of the fauno of countries other than the 
United States of America; the incumbents to he desic:nated by said Institute 
under such regulations as it may from time to time prescribe and to hold 
such scholarship not Jess than t^vo years, and while holding such scholarship 
to conduct for said Institute invest igatiiuis in the fauna of other countries 
under the direction of said Institute. 

During tlie year the Tn^titutioii received from the executors of 
Mrs. BaconV estate securities amounting to $45,000 on account of the 
total $50,(100. At the close of the year sufficient income from this 
amount had not been received to enai)le the fiicst scholarship to be 
established, hut it is planned to inaugurate the project during the 
coming year. 

Miss Caroline Henry, daughter of Joseph Henry, rirst secretary of 
the Institution, died November 10, 1920. Under the terms of her 
will the Institution is named as tlie ultimate beneficiary, the entire 
estate reverting to it after the death of the last life beneficiary, as a 
memorial to her father and mother. Miss Henry also bequeathed to 
the Institution the sum of $1,000 and certain articles of furniture; 
to the National Museum a set of china presented to Joseph Henry 
by the first Japanese minister: and to the National Gallery of Art 
an oil portrait by Kneller. 


FINANCES. 


The investments of the Institution are as follows : 

Deposited in the Treasury of the TUiited States under authority 

of Congress St.OOO, OOti 


CONSOLIDATED FUND. 


These securities are carried at cost and represent the investments 
made by the Institution, or gifts transferred to the Institution bv the 
donors. The total of this fund now^ amounts to $l57,562.0.j^ namely: 


Provineo of Manitoba r; per cent gold deheiiture^. due in 1022 

West Shore liailroad Co. LuinrantfH^d 4 p('r <**'nt tirst mortiruLa’ bonds, 

due in 2^61 ^ 

rilevohmd Electric lUiiminatiivJ: first mfu'luatre .1 per rent gold bonds 

due m 10a0_- . 

Atchison, 1’opokn A Santa Vv Knilroad ( 'o. J por r(Mit cr-noi’a! inortgaLro 

l»ond<, <lue in 100."), gift 

Chesapeake A Ohio Railroad Co. 5 per ('ent first consolidated mortgage 

bond'^, due in lOao. gift 

Pnaltimore Ohio Railroad <’o r» [>t‘r rent refun<lirig g('n<Tal mortgage 

bonds, due iu 100.". gift . , _ 

1C Rorillard 7 pi*r rent gold tjonds, due in 1044. gift 
Licrgitt A Myers Toi>acro Co. 7 per <‘ent L:old honds^ clue in 1044 ^^ift 
City of Youngstown. Ohio. U per (‘ent luuniripal ItoteD, diie in Ipos 
Brooklyn Rapid Transit c.,. ^er (ein s<vured gold notes, due in lOls” 
Northern Pacific— Croat Northern joint c(ui\erriMy p^j. gold 

bonds, due in 1936 


32. 000 
42. OCN) 
10. 000 
2,0fX) 
2,000 

5.000 

6.000 
6,000 
3, 000 
3,500 


41,500 
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United States first Liberty loan 200 

United States second Liberty loan 100 

United States third Liberty loun 10,150 

United States fourth Liberty loan 50 

United States Victory loan 550 

United States war-savings stamps, series of 1018 100 

Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad Co. 5 per cent preferred stock, 

jrift shares— 125 

American Smelting & Refining C<k 7 per cent preterrcd stock, gift_do 60 

Baltiinore A Ohio Railroad Co. 4 per (*ent preferred stock, gift do 125 


The $3,500 par value of the 5 per cent gold notes of the Brooklyn 
Rapid Transit Co. are held in the hands of receivers pending re- 
organization. No plan, however, has yet been adopted. 

The sum invested for each speciuc fund and the manner in whicli 
held is described as follows : 


Fund. 


Smithson fund 

Hahel fund 

Hodgkms general fun 1 

Hodgkins spocilic fund 

Rhep'fund 

\ funcl . . 

Vddi^on T. Reid fund. 

Lucy T. and G^^orgo W. Pnnre fund 
< iporgp K. Sanford fund . . 
rhamborlain fund. .. .. . 

Bruce Hughes fund . . . 

Lucy H, Baird fund 

Virginia Purdy Bacon fund 
Hamilton fun'l 

Total 


United 

States 

Treasury. 

Consolidated 

fund. 

Total. 

S727, 640 00 

$1,468 74 

$729, 108. 74 

500.00 


500,00 

116,000.00 

; 37,275.00 

153,275.00 

100,000.00 


100,000.00 

590.00 

1 156.00 

746. {10 

14,000.00 

i 18,439.80 

52,439.80 

11,000.00 

i 2, 860. mi 

n,860 00 

26,670.00 

i 6,(560 00 

.33,330.00 

1,100 

i 204 00 

1,394 fNl 


.3.5, O' XI 00 

.35, 000. CM) 


8,741.93 

8,711 93 


1 , IC^. 58 

1,166.58 


45,0(>J OO 

15,000.00 

2, 500 mi 

50<1 00 

pnoo 00 


157,562 05 

1,157,562.05 


To ]Mr. II. B. Swales, custodian, section of birds' eggs, the Insti- 
tution is indebted for an additional gift of $100 for the purchase of 
>pecimen-^. making a total contribution of STOO since January, 1919. 

Some of the unimproved land near Lowell, Mass., has been sold, 
and the sum of $226.42 was realized therefrom and invested for 
account of the Liu'v T. and (TGorge W. Poore fund. 

Dr, William L. Abbott has contributed $2,000 during the year to 
the maintenance of a field party, the purpose of wliich is to procure 
archeological and natural history specimens in Australia. This 
expedition followed those to Borneo and Celebes and has now con- 
tinued for two and a half years. 

The Institution has received for specilic activities further valu- 
able contributions from Mr. John A. Roebling, amounting to $15,200. 

101257—22 2 
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In partial settlement of the Charles L. Freer bequest the Institu- 
tion received, in October, 1920, 3,919 shares of the stock of Parke. 
Davis & Co. (Inc.), and in March, 1921, 10,000 shares, maldng a 
total of 13,919 shares. The dividends are required to be expended 
in accordance with the terms prescribed by the testator. The total 
amount received by the Institution from this source since the trans- 
fer of these shares was $25,970.75, and the sum of $15,020.01 has been 
expended. 

Current funds not immediately required for expenditure are, wheii 
conditions will permit, deposited on time in local trust companies 
and draw 3 per cent per annum. The interest received in this manner 
during the tiscal year 1921 amounted to $1,006.67. 

The income during the year consisted of interest on permaneid 
investments and other revenues for current expenses, $61,576.32: 
receipts from bequests and for specific purposes, $110,710.47 ; which, 
with cash subject to check on July 1. 1920, amounting to $13,304.34, 
constituted a total of $185,621.13. 

The disbursements described in the annual report of the executive 
committee were classed as follows : General objects of the Institu- 
tion, $66.202.39 ; investments and expenditures for specific purposes, 
$93,816.33; temporary advances for field expenses, etc., $9,373.07, 
leaving $5,000 deposited on time and $11,229.34 subject to check. 

The Institution was charged by Congress with the disbursement 
of the following appropriations for the year ending June 30, 1021 : 


International Exchanges _ , . _ S50, 0^0 

American Ethnology — ______ 44 Coo 

International Catalogue of Scientihe Literature _ _ . _ _ 7, 

Astrophysical 01)servatory__ _ _ __ 1.3,000 

National Museum : 

Furniture and fixtures — . ^ 2o^ 

Heating and lighting 74,000 

Preservation of collections.- . - . -- 312, Oeo 

Building repairs - _ _ _ _ 10, OOo 

Books — - . 2,000 

Po'^Uigo 

National Gallery of Art ..... l.n OOo 

Nation. d Zoological Park: 

Maintenance -- - 125.000 

Purchase ot a<kHtional land... ...... 


In addition to the above, thei’e was a])propriaterl tor printing; and 
l)in(ling $1-2:?. 123.0!) to cover the cost of i)rintin<.r and bindin^'the 
Smithsonian annual report and reports and misfellaneoiis i)rintin<>- 
for the Government bram'lies of the Tn'-titutinn, includes th^ 
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usual annual appropriation for printing and binding and the addi- 
tional amount appropriated by Congress for printing delayed by 
war work. 

RESEARCHES AND EXPLORATIONS. 

An important phase of the Institution's work in the increase and 
diffusion of knowledge among men is the scientific exploration of 
little-known parts of the earth, as well as the extending of existing 
Imowledge concerning better-known regions through field-work. 
Although the Institution's funds for this purpose are extremely 
limited, it is often able to cooperate advantageously with other 
establishments in putting expeditions in the field. The results of 
these numerous explorations in every quarter of the globe have not 
only advanced scientific knowledge, but have greatly enriched the 
collections in the United States Xational iMuseiim in biology, geology, 
and anthropology. 

A number of the expeditions sent out during the past year are 
described in the appendices to this report, and others are here re- 
viewed briefly to indicate the character of the Institution's work in 
this direction. 

OEOLOGJCAL LXELOUATIuNS IN THE CANADIAN ROCKIES. 

Your secretary continued his geological field-work in the Cana- 
dian Kockies with two main objects in view. (1) the determination 
of the character and extent of the great interval of nondeposition 
of sedimentary rock-forming material along the Front Fange of 
the Rocky [Mountains west of Calgary, Alberta; (2) the clearing up 
of the relations of the summit and base of the great Glacier Lake 
section of 1919 to the geological formation above and below. AVork 
was begun early in July along the (diost River northeast of Banff, 
Alberta. 

The solution of the two problems attacked may be briefly described 
as follows: 

The Rocky Mountain front is fonned of ma-:=es of evenly bedded 
limestone that have been pushed eastward over the .softer rocks of 
the Cretaceous plain'^-fo^]ning rock^. Thi'^ (O'crthrmt i- i \i\uy inih^^ 
ill extent and occurred long before the DeviF Gap, (diost River Gap. 
and oilier openings were cut through the cliffs by running waiter and 
rivers of ice. Great headland-, and high laitti"^ ]iavc» been formed 
by the silent lYi'ces of wcit( r and fro-^i. many of whifli .-tand our 
against the western -ky a> '-e( n fi’cm t!ie dGtant foothills and plain-. 

It v/as among the^(‘ <*li}L that found that tla' fir^t great elilf 
was of lovrer [Mi<ldle C.rmbi'iau age. and that n-ring on its npp.-r 
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surface there were 285 feet (86 meters) of a yellowish weathering 
magnesian limestone, named the Ghost Iliver formation, which 
represents the great interval between the Cambrian below and the 
Devonian above. Sixty miles to the west, over 4 miles in thickness 
of limestone, shales and sandstones occur in the break in sedimenta- 
tion of Ghost Eiver cliffs. 

Returning to Bow Valley, the party left the Canadian Pacific 
Railroad at Lake Louise and went north over Pipestone Pass to the 
Siffleur River, which is tributary to tlie Saskatcliewan. In the north- 
ward facing cliffs. 2.) miles (40 kilometers) east of the Glacier Lake 
section of 1919, and 40 miles (64 kilometers) north of Lake Louise, 
a geological sec4i(jn ^vas studied that tied in the base of the Glacier 
Lake section of 1919 with the Middle and Txiwer Cambrian forma- 
tions. Returning up the canyon valley of the Siffleur River to the 
wide upper valley of the Clearwater River, a most perfectly exposed 
series of limestones, shales, and sandstones of Upper Cambrian and 
later formations was found, which cleared up the relations of the 
upper portion of the Glacier Lake section to the Ordovician above. 

The v/ork considerably handicapped by forest fires in July 
and August and by unusually stormy weather in September. 

PALi:ONTf)T.OGICAn FIELD-WORK, 

Dr. R. S. Bassler, curador of paleontology. Xational Museum, suc- 
ceeded during the year in se(‘uring for the Museum's collections two 
much-desired specimens, one a large well-preserved fossil elephant 
skull formerly exhibited in Cincinnati, the other a highly fossilifer- 
ous limestone slab of Silurian age quarried out ])y liim near Oxford, 
Ohio. Such a slab has long been desired to show the advancement 
in life from the xiriraitive Caraijrian forms, rej^resented in the large 
Cambrian sea-beach sandstone ex'hiliit, to tlie higher and more com- 
plex species of succeeding geological xicriocls. ^!^ot withstanding the 
numerous occurrences of fossil if erous limestone of Ordovician and 
Silurian age. it was not until the jiast year that a layer affording 
slabs of suitable size and sufficient perfection of preservation was 
brought to the attention of the Museum. Xumerons large blocks of 
stone had to be removed before the real task of quarrying the de- 
sired slab was begun. The work vras successfully accomplished with 
the generous assistance of Dr. M . H. Shidelcr. x^rofessor of goolog;v 
at Miami Univei’sity, Oxford. Oliio, who first located the sx-)ecimen. 
and before the close of the year this valuable educational exhibit was 
installed in the hall of invertebrate paleontology. 

At the conclusion of this work DoGor Bassler proceeded to Chicago 
for the purpose of securing casts (d type specimens of fossils in the 
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collections of the Walker Museum, University of Chicago. Regard- 
ing this work, Doctor Bassler says : 

The paleontoloiiical collection (ji* ihr yntionnl ^Museinn, which includes the 
celebrated Walcott, Ulrich, Springer. Harris, Xettelroth. and Rominger collec- 
tions, is especially rich in type specimens of early i*alo(tzoic fossils, but neverthe- 
less the Walker ^Iiiseuni possesses many niiiqiie types not represented at 
all in Washington. Permission to prepare casts of these and thus advance our 
study series toward the completeness whicli the National collections should 
attain was generously granted by Dr. Stuarr Weller, director of the Walker 
Museum. In two weeks* time I was enabled tinish casting all of the Ordovi- 
cian and Silurian types, leaving the remaining Paleozoic species for a future 
trip. The work was done quickly by using iiu‘ mo<leling ciJinpound (plasticene) 
to make the mold from which the cast is prepared. 

THfl SMiTHSUNlAX A.rinCAX EXPEDTl'TOX. 

The Smithsonian African ex])cilition. in conjunction with the 
Universal Film jManufacturing Co., which was described in iny last 
report, concluded its work shortly after the begiuning of the fiscal 
year, and somewhat later the col lections made ])\ Mr. H. C. Raven, 
the Institution's representative on the expediti(m. were received b}" 
the National Museum. Among the more iinporlant material may be 
mentioned 697 mammals (including 27 '2 specimens from South 
Africa, a region hitfierto very iin}.‘erfectly represented in the Mu- 
seum’s collections: 15*2 from Lake Tanganyika: and the chimpanzee 
of Uganda). 575 birds, 206 reptiles, and 193 fisbe'-. Although not 
numerically large, these collections are of unusual interest on account 
of the manner in wiiieh they supplement those obtained by other 
expeditions to Africa in which the Smithsonian Institution has been 
interested. 

Dr. H. L. Shantz, of the United States Department of Agriculture, 
also accompanied the expedition Avitli the objects in view of securing 
live plants of agricultural value for introduction into the United 
States, of studying the agricultural methods of both natives and 
Europeans, and of collecting plants for the National Herbarium of 
the United States National Museum. OvTr 1,000 botanical specimens 
were secured for the Museum, and brst-hand ol:>servations were made 
of the methods of agriculture pursued by African tribes as well as 
the Europeans. About 1,600 plants were collected for growth as 
agricultural plants in this country, the more im|iOi'taiit being forage 
plants, nut plants, fruits, and vegetal^les. 

AUST n A I.T A X E X PFDl T P.) X . 

Through the generosity of Dr. \V. L, Abbott. Mr. Charles AI. Hoy 
continued his work of ('nlleetiug for the AIu^eum s])ecimens of the 
\ery interesting fauna of Amtralia. TIu' r'c^ult' of this expedition 
are of especial value f<u* two reasons: Fir-t. tlie Australian fauna 
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has heretofore been but scantily represented in the Museum, and, 
second, the remarkable fauna of that continent is rapidly being ex- 
terminated through various causes. During the year two shipments 
were received from Mr. Hoy containing a total of 110 mammals well 
prepared, several ol! which were hitherto unrepresented in the collec- 
tion, together with series of skeletal and embryological material; 
r>70 bird skins, with 21 additional examples in alcohol, and smaller 
collections of reptiles, amphil)ians, insects, marine specimens, eb*. 

^rALACOLOOTCAn riKLD-WoUK IX CALIFORXIA AND THE HAWAITAX 

ISLANDS. 


On the way to the First Pan-Pacific Scientific Congress, held in 
Honolulu, August 2 to 20, 1920, Dr. Paul Bartsch, curator of mol- 
lusks, United States National Museum, spent one day on ship worm 
investigation at Mare Island, Calif. A tug was placed at his dis- 
i:)osal by the commandant of the station in order to make every 
minute of the brief visit count, and the investigation resulted in the 
discovery that the mollusk which caused damage to the extent of 
some $25,000,000 last year is a new species of Teredo, which Dr. 
Bartsch named Teredo heacJii^ in honor of the commandant of Mare 
Island. 

In the Hawaiian Islands, collections of mollusks were made at 
several localities, and dredgings wei'e made in Pearl Harbor, where 
the commandant placed a dredge at the disposal of Doctor Bartsch 
and Mr. John B. Henderson. Flere also a new species of shipworm 
was discovered, which was named Teredo ixirl^si,, in honor of Ad- 
miral Parks. 

An interesting observation made at the southeast point of Ha- 
nouma Bay was the finding of an existing marine flora and fauna 
at a considerable elevation above the level of the sea. Regarding*- 
this occurrence. Doctor Bartsch says : 

This flora and fauna c<ui^ist of al,i?ae, quite a number of species of niollus’-s 
crustaceans, cciihioUenns, and otlier marine orLaiuisms, whlrh occupy pools 
and puddles kept ever moist and supplied with fresh v/ater by the snrav from 
the breakinjt surf, which incessantly T)ounds that shore I conshJer Vhis an 
important ol>servatiou. since the occurrence of fossilheroiis lamim^ bearhm 
marine organisms between sheets of lava has been held to indicate'that thev 
wpi-e deimsitwl at or b.-l.nv lovel, an.] Hvir o,.eurrence above this has 

been held as evidenee of elevation. We Ii.avo here an instaiiee wbieh indieit' ' 
that this is not necessarily the <nse, for .u.h a lamina ^vo„l,l he produced if 
a new outpouring of lava w(‘re to cover up the place mentioned 
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United States Department of Agriculture. This journey was un- 
dertaken with two main objects in view: (1) To study the grasses 
of the Philippine Islands in response to a request from the director 
of the Philippine Bureau of Science (Dr. E. D. Merrill) to prepare 
the manuscript on the grasses for a flora of the Philippine Islands; 
(2) to stud}^ the native and cultivated bamboos of the Philippines, 
dap)au, and China with special reference (1) to their introduction 
into the United States and (2) to the publication of a revision of 
tiie economic bamboos of the world. 

Doctor Ilitclicock arrived in ilaiiila June 9 and spent 19 days in 
the islands, mostly in Luzon. He visited Los Banos and from there 
ascended to the summit of Makiling, 3,^300 feet, through virgin 
forest. He aUo ascended Baguio, 5,000 feet, and Santo Thomas, 
8,000 feet. 

At the close of the year he was en route to Japan by way of 
Hongkong. In Japan he intends to visit Hokone and to ascend 
Mount Fuji and other mountains, studying and collecting bamboos. 
From there he will proceed to China, and. if time permits, to Java, 
returning to Washington the latter part of December. 


RESEAKCilKS ON A MUI/nPEE-CIIARGE ROCKET FOR UEACTUNO (iUEAT 

ALTITUDES. 

As mentioned in my last report, Prof. Eobert H, Goddard, of Clark 
University, is working under a grant from the Hodgkins fund of the 
Institution, on a multiple-charge rocket for exploring the unknown 
upper layers of the earth’s atmosphere. During the year the work 
has consisted entirely of the construction and test of a small model, 
illustrating the multiple-charge principle. 

Tlie experiments and tests carried on during the year have been 
specifically for the purpose of eliminating jamming, of improving 
and simplifying the firing devices, of securing proper protection for 
the propelling charges, and of overcoming difficulties introduced by 
changes in the manufacture of materials used. 

A parachute device for preventing damage to the rocket and any 
apparatus or instruments carried has been made which operates for 
a fall of CO feet. In addition to this, a modification has been con- 
structed suitable for operating the parachute after a short fall in 
rarefied air, such as is to be encountered at high elevations. 

The intention has been to demonstrate as early as possible a model 
multiple-charge rocket such as has been mentioned, a successful 
demonstration of which, it is believed, should show clearly that a 
larger multiple-charge rocket, constructed upon the same lines, will 
make possible the reaching of great altitudes. 
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MEETING IN HONOR OF MADAME CURIE. 

A meeting in honor of Madame Curie, the codiscoverer of radium, 
was held in the auditorium of the Xational Museum the evening of 
May 20, 1921, by the Madame Curie Committee of Washington. The 
address of welcome to Madame Curie was delivered by your secre- 
tary, honorary chairman of the committee, who said in part: 

In your personality as a diilj of Poland and ii citizen of France you recall 
to us the inspiration that has come to our national life from tliose lands and as 
8 scientist the inspiration and courage that you have given to every research 
student in America. * ^ * Your discovery of tlie two elements, polonium 

and radium, and the determination of their atomic weights and many of their 
properties, awards you a place in the foremost rank of the world’s research 
workers, while your generous devotion to science and the application of your 
work to the alleviation of human suffering, asking for yourself only the privi- 
lege of continuing your work, place you among tlie great benefactors of man- 
kind. Moreover, your work has another great underlying value. It has demon- 
strated to the public at large and to those who control Government expenditure 
for scientific research, the inevitable ultimate benefit to humanity of research in 
the domain of pure science, however distant it may seem in the beginning from 
useful application. 

The meeting was also addressed by Miss Julia Lathrop, and a 
lecture on radium was given by Dr, E. A. Millikan, of the University 
cf Chicago. 

CINCHONA BOTANICAL STATION. 

The lease of the Cinchona Botanical Station held by the Smith- 
sonian Institution on behalf of several American botanical agencies, 
mentioned in previous reports, Avas terminated on June 30, 1921. as 
the colonial Government of Jamaica decided to retain the station for 
the use of British and Jamaican botanists. It is hoped that the 
Institute for Eesearch in Tropical America, recently organized in 
this country, Avill soon be able to proAude >ome station affording 
advantages similar to those of the Cinchona station for botanical 
research in the Tropics. 

PUBlffCATlONS. 

There Avere issued during the year by the Smithsonian Institution 
and its branches 113 AuJumes and pamphlets. Of these publications 
there AA^ere distributed a total of 142.208 copies, iiicludinu' 255 Avdiimes 
and separates of the Smithsonian Contributions to KnoAvledge, 12,922 
A^olumes and separates of the Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections 
24,423 volumes and separates of the Smithsonian annual reports 

89.000 volumes and separates of the publications of the Xational 
Museum, 12,795 publicatio]is of the Bureau of AmericaTi Ethnoloe:y, 

2.000 special publications, 14 A^olumes of the Annals of the Astro- 
physical Observatory, 40 reports on the Harriman Alaska expedi- 
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lion, 414 rei:>orts of the American Historical Association, and 345 
publications presented to but not issued by the Smithsonian In- 
stitution. 

The publications of the Institution and its branches are the prin- 
cipal means of carrying out one of its chief t^irposes, the diffusion 
of knowledge.” They cover practically every branch of science and 
are distributed to libraries, educational and scientific establishments, 
and interested individuals throughout the world. The annual report 
of the Institution contains a general appendix made up of articles 
reviewing in a semipopular style recent advances and interesting de- 
velopments in all branches of science. These reports are printed in 
large editions, and the increasing demand for thezn indicates that 
there is a growing intere.bt in scientific matters among the American 
people. The publications of the Xational i\Iuseum and the Bureau 
of American Ethnology are (ie^cribed in detail in the appendices 
devoted to those branches of tlie Institution. 

yeven papers of the Smithsonian Miscellaneous (Mllections were 
issued during tlie year, among which may be mentioned as of special 
interest a seventh revised edition {;f the Smithsonian Physical Tables, 
a comprehensive work for wiiich there is great demand among indus- 
trial concerns, engineers, and educational institutions : the annual 
Smithsonian Exploration Pamphlet. Avhich d>*S(a‘ibes briefly the re- 
sults of the Institution’s explorations and field-work duidng the year 
and is profusely illustrated Avith interesting photographs taken by 
the explorers in Autrious parts (d‘ Ihe Avorld : and a reprint of the 
Smithsonian Mathematical Tables, one of the Institution’s series of 
tables which includes the Physical Tables mentioned aboA^e. the 
Meteorological Tables, and tlie Geographical Tables. 

Allot Ilfs for p riot hi g . — The congre^^sioual allotments for the 
printing of the Smithsonian reports and the various j^i^blications of 
the branches of the Institution were practically used up at the close of 
the year. The allotments for the coming year ei cling June 30. 192*2. 
are as follows: 

For the Smithsoniau lustitution: For printing and biiidinir the annual 
reports of the Board of Ke^ents, with general appendires, i]ie 
editions of which shall not exceed 10,0)0 copie>, to ho immediately 

aA'ailable - - s2u. uuu 

For the annual reports of the National Alnseuni, v>iih cenerai appen 
dices, and for printing labels and blanks. anC tlie bulletin'- anti 
proceedings oi' the National Museum, th.e erlition^ (U“ vihidi '<haU i-ot 
exceed 4,000 copies, and binding in half morocco or material net 
more expen'^ive, scientiti(* hook-^ and itainphlets lu'eNi-nted to er a' - 

quired by the National Museum Library _ :>7. 50<) 

For the annual reports iunl bulletins of tlm Bureau of Amerii-an 
EtlinoIog 5 % and for miscellan(*ous printing and bhni'iiir b-r (lie bureau . 21, OUU 

For the annual report of the National Gallery of Art and for printing 
catalogues, labels, and blanks- __ Luuo 
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For miscellaneous printing and blmliug : 

International Exchanges - -00 

International Catalogue of Scientific Liceiatiire__ . 100 

National Zoological Park . -- . -00 

Astrophysical Observatory . 4,000 

For the annual report of the American Historical Association 7, 00<J 


Committee on yrinthKj and piihlication. — The lunctioii of the 
Smithsonian advisory committee on printing and publication is to 
examine and make recommendations concerning all manuscripts 
otfered for publication by the Institution or its brandies. During 
the year eight meetings were lield and 94 manuscripts were acted 
upon. The membership of the committee is as folloAvs : Dr. Leonhard 
Stejneger, head curator of biology. National Museum, chairman; Dr. 
George P. Merrill, head curator of geology, National Museum; Dr. 
J. AValter Fewkes, chief, Bureau of American Ethnology; Mr. N. 
Hollister, suijerintendent. National Zoological Park; and Mr. Mb P. 
True, editor of the Smithsonian Institution, secretary. 

LIBKAIIY. 

Accessions to the library of the Institution during the year num- 
bered 11,948 volumes and pamphlets, of which 6,250 ^yent to the 
Smithsonian deposit in the Library of Congress; 938 to the Smith- 
sonian office, Astrophysical Observatory, Freer Gallery of Art. and 
National Zoological Park libraries; and 4,760 to the National iMu- 
seum library. Many of the packages of books and pamphlets re- 
ceived by the library through the International Exchange Service 
consisted of publications issued by several foreign countries during^ 
the years 1914 to 1920 which had been held awaiting normal trans- 
portation facilities. This unusual number of receipts necessitated 
more than twice the amount ot cataloguing accomplished by the 
library staff during the previous year. 

Among the many valuable accessions to the scientilic library of the 
National Museum may be mentioned the entire geological library 
of tlic late Dr. Joseph P. Iddings, which forms the most iiapoitaiit 
acquisition to the geological section of the library since the founda- 
tion of the department in 1880. 

Two new branch libraries were created duriiig the year, naraelv, 
the National Gallery of Art library and the Freer Gallery of Art 
library. The former is administered by the National ^Museum 
library, but the latter is a distinct unit consisting of publications 
needed for reference use in connection with the Freer ait colle-Iion^s. 

NATIONAL MUSEUM. 

The past year was an unusually busy one for tlie National Museum. 
The National Gallery of Art was separated from the Museum and 
created a separate administrative unit nnOer the Smitlisonian Insti- 



KKPOKT OF Tin: SFlT.KXARV. 


15 


tiition: the Aircraft Building was opened to the public; and consid- 
erable additional work was entailed by the schemes for reclassifica- 
lion and reorganization of the (.TOveriiineut departments, the putting 
into effect of the retirement system for civil employees, and the im- 
pending inauguration of the budget system for (Tovernment accounts. 

Other changes in the organization of the Museum besides the sepa- 
ration of the Xational Gallery of Art include the removal of the 
division of graphic arts from the department of anthropology to the 
ilepartment ot arts and industries; the creation of the division ol* 
history, formerly under anthropology, as an independent division; 
the subdivision of the division of marine invertebrates; and the 
grouping of all strictly engineering units, including mineral and 
mechanical technology, under one curator. The Museum, as now or- 
ganized, comprises an administrative office, 4 scientific and technical 
departments, and 1 independent division, witii a total of 49 recog- 
nized subdivisions. 

The total number of specimens acquired by the ^iluseum during 
the year was 348, 120. This new material is described somewhat in 
detail in the report of the administrative assistant in charge, ap- 
pended hereto, so that it is necessary to mention here only a few 
of the most interesting accessions. In anthropology, a collection of 
rare ^Mission Indian l)advets Avas received from Miss Ella F. Plulffjv, 
and Dr. W. L. Abbott contributed some very interesting stone fetishes 
and ancient pottery from Santo Domingo. An immense collection 
of skeletal material was received from the College of Physicians aiivl 
Surgeons, Xew Yorlc City, which Avil] double the Aalue of the col- 
lections in the diAusion of physical anthropology. 

The most notable accession to the department of biology Avas the 
material collected in Australia by ^dr. Charles ^1. Hoy through the 
generosity of Dr. W, L. Abbott. A great collection of Japanese 
mollusks Avas donated by Mr. Y. Hirase, of Japan, forming one of 
the most A^aluable accessions ever received by the dhusion of mol- 
lusks. The geological accessions included a quantity of South 
American material comprising Bolivian tin and tungsten ores, rare 
copper minerals from Chile, ami a representative series of ores from 
Argentina. An interesting exhibit of precious opal in the matrix, 
ranging in color from the black '' opal to tlie pale opalescent tints, 
Avas presented by the Eain]){)AV Mining Co., of Xevada. An extensiA'e 
series of igneous rocks from islands of the Pacific and Indian Oceans, 
collected by the late Dr. Joseph P. Idding^, Avas presented by his 
sister, Mrs. Francis D. CleA^eland. 

The division of textiles receiA^ed specimens of the fabrics used in 
the construction of airplanes for military use, and many beautiful 
specimens of silks, fur fabrics, plushes, and A^eh^ets contributed by 
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American manufacturers to show the progress of textile industries 
in this country. The division of medicine acquired, among other 
valuable material, a series of the most frequently prescribed pharma- 
ceutical preparations, arranged, according to their therapeutic action, 
into 26 groups. The collection of aeronautical material in the divi- 
sion of mechanical technology was enriched by the acquisition of the 
original hydroplane model devised by Mr. Edson F. Gallaudet. This 
model was constructed and experimented with in 1898, and is particu- 
larly interesting in that means for lateral control and wing warping 
were incorporated, but in practice were unsuccessful. 

The Herbert Ward collection of African ethnologica was shipped 
from Paris on June 25, 1921, but was not received at the Museum 
until after the close of the fiscal year. This rare and valuable ma- 
terial includes 19 pieces of sculpture by Mr. Ward and about 2,600 
specimens of the arms and implements of the Africans of the Congo. 

The usual large number of meetings and congresses were held in 
the auditorium of the Museum. Visitors to the Natural History 
Building during the year totaled 361,281 for week days and 103,018 
for Sundays, and to the Arts and Industries Building 286,397. The 
publications issued during the year comprised the annual report, 8 
bulletins, and 60 separate papers including 4 parts of bulletins, 5 
parts of the Contributions from the National Herbarium, and 51 
proceedings papers. 

NATIONAL OALLEKY OF ART. 

An event of great importance in the development of Washington 
as an art center was the organization, at the beginning of the year, of 
the National Gallery of Art, previously a dependency of the United 
States National Museum, as a separate administrative unit under 
the Smithsonian Institution. This step, which was made possible 
through an appropriation contained in the sundry civil bill for the 
year 1921, will enable the institution to carry out the provisions of 
the act of establishment in which art was placed on an equal footing 
with science in the proposed development of the institution. The art 
feature has heretofore been held in abeyance through lack of funds 
and of proper means for administering the National (hillery. All 
that is now necessary for the full develoj^rnent of the Nation's art 
collections is a suitable building to house the treasures at present on 
hand and contributions that may confidently be expected in the 
future. 

The first real impetus to the growth of tlie gallery was the be<iiiest 
of a valuable collection of art works by Harriet Lane Johnston in 
1906. Since that time the national collections have increased rap- 
idly. chiefly through gifts and be(|]iests of art work^? by patriotic 
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citizens, until now the value of the material already assembled is 
estimated at several million dollars. The gallery has never had any 
funds for the purchase of pictures until recently, when a liberal 
private fund has become available. The will of the late Henry 
W ard Kanger provides that the interest on the sum of $*200,000 shall 
be used for the [)U]‘r‘haso of works of art which may ultimately come 
to the National Ciallery. A number of valuable paintings have 
already been purchavSed from this fund. 

Two other agencies which will do much toward building up the 
National Gallery are the National Portrait Committee, which secured 
for the gallery tlie portraits of many of the distinguished leaders of 
America and the Allies in the World War, and the National Gallery 
of Art Commission, whose functions are ‘‘ to promote the administra- 
tion, development, and utilization of the National Gallery of Art, 
including the acquisition of material of high quality representing the 
fine arts and the study of the best methods of exhibiting material to 
the public and its utilization for instruction.'' 

An illustrated catalogue of the present collection was in prepara- 
tion and nearly ready for the press at the close of the year. A start 
was made. also, during the year toward the building up of an art 
library. The income from a bequest to the Smithsonian Institution 
by the Rev. Bruce TTughes, of Lebanon. Pa,, will be used for the 
purchase of reference woiks on art which will serve as a permanent 
memorial to the donor. 

FREER GALLERY OF ART. 

In the first reporr on the Freer Gallery of xVrt (Appendix 3 of 
this report), the curator, Mr. J. E. Lodge, gives a list indicating 
the nature and number of objects in the Freer collection, all of 
which had been received at the Freer Building bv November. 1920. 
Art W'orks of various kinds from the following sources are included 
m the collection: American, Babylonian, Byzantine, Cambodian, 
Chinese. Cypriote, Egyptian, Greek, Italian. Japanese, Korean. Near 
Eastern and East Indian, Palmyran, and Tibetan. The total num- 
ber of art objects, including a small amount of unclassified material, 
is 9,566. 

During the past year, the collection was unpacked and the objects 
placed in their respective storage spaces. The Japanese pottery and 
Chinese paintings were classified, and the task of checking and cata- 
loguing the entire collection was begun. The interior fittings of the 
building w'ere comi)loted during the year, with the exception of a 
few minor items, and in June the Institution formally accepted the 
building from the architect, ^Ir. Charles A. Platt. 
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Tlie plan of installation is first to catalogue and arrange the col- 
lections in the storage rooms so that they will be accessible for study, 
then to select objects for exhibition, and finally to arrange the public 
exhibits. This method delays the opening of the building to the 
public, but in the long run of years it will make the collection more 
valuable for purposes of study and exhibition, and will as'^ure a far 
more accurate record of every object. Such an art gallery as this 
will exert its influence for centuries, and a year of delay in the begin- 
ning will not materially decrease its usefulness. 

BUKEAU OF AMEKICAX ETHNOLOGY. 

The Chief of the Bureau of American Ethnology calls attention 
to the desirability of increasing the membership of the staff in order 
to meet the requirements of modern ethnological research. The 
service that the bureau should render to the state is somewhat dif- 
ferent from what it was when the bureau was organized by Major 
Powell, its director. American ethnology of the future, having 
passed its descriptive stage, will demand a synthetic comparative 
treatment of the vast mass of facts accumulated in the last 25 years. 
There is an urgent call for generalizations that will be immediately 
useful to the coinmunit}^ and as there is an ever-growing interest 
in the history of the Indians, the future of this science lies along 
the line of the historical development and appre^'iation of pre- 
historic culture. 

Nature has made the Kocky ^Mountains a vacation ground' for the 
people of this country who love mountain scenery, and parks and 
monuments containing natural attractions are being set aside bv 
presidential proclamation and placed under the direction of the De- 
partment of the Interior. One line of usefulness that ethnologv can 
follow is to turn the minds of our people to the educational value 
of this area. 

The aim of the chief during the year has been to cover as fiillv 
as possible Avith the funds available the comprehensive fields of the 
ellinology and archeology of tlie American Indian, dliis ])l;ui eru- 
braccs the many aspects of the cultural life of tlie Indians, their 
languages, dvrellings. social and religious customs, music, mvtholoo-v. 
and ritual. In many case- it is urgent that this valuable material 
l>e recorded iinmerliately, as certain of the tribes are rapidly ap- 
proaching extinction. It is the purpose of the chief to increase 
ns much a- ]' 0 -si])lt‘ tlic field-work of the bureau, especiallv in the 
])ranch of archeology, which i^ l^ecomiiig more and more popular 
as shown by the increasing demaiu! fnr {mblieatirms on this subject 
Ee^earches Avere carried on during the yenr on the Alironquian In- 
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dianSj the Iroquois, various members of the Muskhogean stock, 
Kiowa, Pueblo, Osage, Pawnee, and others. Archeological explora- 
tions were conducted in Texas, Missouri, Tennessee, Kentucky, Colo- 
rado, New Mexico, and the Hawaiian Islands. 

yuccessful archeological held- work was accomplished by Dr. J. 
Walter Fewkes on the Mesa Verde National Park. Colo. An ex- 
tremely interesting ruin on which work was begun during the pre- 
\ ious year was completely excavate<I and repaired. Owing to its 
undoubted use in connection with the worship of fire b}^ the Indians, 
it was named Fire Temple. In Tennessee a number of prehistoric 
mounds were excavated which yielded interesting and valuable data 
on the Indians of that region, and similar work was conducted in 
Texas under the auspices of the bureau. Kesearches on Indian mudc 
v/ere continued i)y Miss Densmore. the music of the Paj^ago being 
'^^tudied this year. 

INTEENATIONAL EXCHANGES. 

The work of the exchange -ervice was greatly increased during the 
[nist year owing to the resumption of exchange relations with Ger- 
many. The total numlier of packages of publications handled during 
the year was 451.471. an increase of 82,0t>0 over the total for the pre- 
{‘cding year. The weight of this material was 005,312 pounds, an 
<ncren.se of 1( >6.934 pounds. 

During the year exchanges of publications were inaugurated with 
the Czeclioslovak Eepublic and with the Polish Government. Ex- 
change relati<Jiw wdll ])e e^teblislied with Koiimania and Jugoslavia 
e,s soon as trau'^portation and other facilities are sufficiently stabilized. 

To the list of countries receiving full sets of Ignited States Gov- 
cinnnent documents there was adiled the Government of Poland, mak- 
-’ue: a total of 57 foreign depositories, while to the li-t receiving par- 
tial sets were added Latvia and the Library of the League of Nations 
at Geneva, bringing the total number of partial sets up to 39. 

As an example of the value of the exchange service in securing 
special series of publications in tliis country for establishment'^ 
abroad, a set of publications which would teuil to make the Unil('d 
^^tates better knov.m in r>elgiiun veas oMained from the vari-ms Gov- 
(‘rnment bureaus in this country and forwarded to the Societe Pclge 
d Pjudos et d’Expansion, at Liege, at thoir request. 

NATIGN.VL ZOOLOGICAL PAEK, 

Jhat the National Zoological Park is becoming more and more 
^aluable to (lie people of Washington and out-of-town visitors from 
all parts of the country as a source of recreation and natural history 
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instruction is evident from the fact that the record of attendance 
has again been broken during the past year. The previous ^^ear’s 
visitors numbered 2,220,605, which figure was this year exceeded by 
171,232, making a total of 2,400.837. One hundred and twenty-four 
schools and classes, numbering 13,020 individuals, visited the park 
during the year for instruction jnirposes. The number of animals 
exhibited to the public is greater tlian at any time since 1912, while 
the number of species represented in the collection is greater than ever 
})efore. The scientific importance and monetary value of the collec- 
tion also are much greater than in any previous year. Gifts of ani- 
mals during the year numbered 178, including many rare and 
valuable specimens. Mr. Isaac Ellison, of Singapore, presented the 
park with a male orang-utan, the first of these interesting animals 
to be shown for many years. Mr, Victor J. Evans, of Washington, 
continued his previous gener(-sity to the park by presenting a young 
Kadiak hear, a pair of birds of paradise, a species never before 
shovn here, and some valuable parrots, A full list of the animals 
presented and their donors is given in the full report on the Park, 
Appendix 6. Many valuable specimens were also secured by ex- 
change and transfer, and a few by purchase. The total number of 
animals in the collection on June 30, 1921, was 1.545, representing 
47S species, an increase o\t?’ the year before of 118 individuals and 
59 species. 

Owing to a droj:) toward the end of the year in the ^?ost of food 
for the animals, it was possible to undertake a few much-needed and 
long-deferred improvements, ^’ections of roads were rebuilt and 
repaired, one of the fords acr(\^s Rock Greek was rebuilt with 
cement, a sidewalk was laid from the much-used Harvard Street 
entrance, the great flight oage for bii'ds was scraped and painted, 
and several minor improvements v ere completed. With the aid of a 
small sawmill, 140.000 feet of lumb-er and 80,000 shingles were 
salvaged from dead chestnut tree-' in the park. 

The purchase of land neressary for the protection of the Connecti- 
cut Avenue entrance, mentioned in several previous reports, was 
completed during the year, and a small unexpended balance of the 
money available for thi- purpose vras reappropriated for the purchase 
of certain much-needed lots near the Adams Mill Road entrance. 

The most urgent needs of the park are a suitable public restaurant 
building, a building for the exhibition of small mammals, and funds 
for the completion of grading and filling operations, w^hich would 
provide a large area nf fiat s[)ace for deer and other animals, and 
would make possible the elimination of a dangerous curve in the 
main automobile road. 
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ASTEOPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY. 

The most important event during the year was the location of a 
new solar observing station on Mount Harqua Hala, xVriz.* probably 
the most cloudless region in the United States. This station, which 
was erected through the generosity of Mr. John A. Eoebling, of New 
Jersey, will be used for the purpose of securing solar-constant obser- 
vations on all possible days for several years, which it is hoped will 
furnish, in conjunction with similar observations to be made at the 
Smithsonian station at Montezuma, Chile, a sound basis for the study 
of the relation between solar variation and our weather conditions on 
the earth. 

At Washington the preparation of Volume IV of the Annals of the 
Astrophysical Observatory, mentioned in last year's report, was 
brought nearly to completion. A large amount of delicate instru- 
ment work was carried out at the observatory instrument shop, and 
Doctor Abbot was invited by Doctor Hale, of the Mount Wilson Solar 
Observatory, to prepare a special spectrobolometer to observe the 
energy spectra of the stars. This extreme^ delicate apparatus was 
nearly completed at the close of the year. 

In the field the usual solar observations were conducted at Mount 
Wilson, Calif.; Montezuma, Chile; and at the new station in xVri- 
zona. At Mount Wilson Dr. Abbot and Mr. Aldrich also carried 
on observations on the distribution of radiation over the sun’s 
disk, and various investigations with the pyrheliometer, the spectro- 
bolometer, the pyranometer, and the xVngstrbm pyrgeometer. The 
solar cooker, on which Dr. Abbot has been working for several 
seasons, was brought to perfection, and practically all the cooking 
operations required by the observers were performed with the 
appai at us. 

At Cic new Arizona station observing was begun about the middle 
of September, and from then until February conditions were even 
better than had been hoped for. It was possible to make observa- 
tions on about TO per cent of the days during that period. March. 
April, and May were less satisfactory, but this was apparently due 
to the unusual character of the weather all over the world, and it is 
confidently hoped that continued observations of the sun here and 
at the Chile station will lead to important results bearing on weather 
prediction on the earth. 

international catalogue of SCIENTIFIC LITERA- 
TURE. 

This international cooperative enterprise has been in existence 
since 1900, having as its object the systematic indexing and classify- 
ing of ‘>11 original scientific publications. Beginning with the litera- 
101257— 22— a 
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ture of 1901, the catalogue has been completed through 1014, and 
there is now on hand much material from that date up to the present 
time. 

Until the beginning of the late war the catalogue was practically 
self-supporting, but owing to the international chaos caused by the 
war the finances of the enterprise are now in a very precarious 
condition. For this reason the Eoyal Society of London, the finan- 
cial sponsor of the catalogue, called a conference which was held 
in London during September, 1920. At this conference delegates 
were sent from 13 of the principal countries of the world, exclusive 
of the enemy countries, who were not included in the Eoyal Society's 
invitation. The United States was represented by delegates from 
the National Academy of Sciences, the National Eesearch Council, 
the Smithsonian Institution, and by a representative from the 
Eockefeller Foundation, who had just returned from the Continent, 
where he had been making an investigation of the Concilium Biblio- 
graphicum of Zurich. 

The consensus of opinion resulting from this meeting appeared to 
be that it was essential for all organizations, such as the International 
Catalogue and existing and proposed abstract journals, whose com- 
mon aim is to supply information required by scientific workers and 
libraries, to cooperate for their mutual benefit, and that when some 
definite plan of consolidation was agreed on financial aid would be 
forthcoming. Plans looking to this most desirable condition are now 
under way, but it appears that for the present, at least, the necessary 
funds will have to be supplied from the United States, for although 
we have felt the burden of war expenses in this country our finances 
are not in the deplorable condition now common to all of the Euro- 
pean countries, which, in addition to the havoc caused by the war, 
are at a very great additional disadvantage owing to the unprece- 
dented condition of monetary exchange. There is no question as to 
the need of abstract journals for the immediate use of scientific work- 
ers and also of a catalogue and index as a permanent record of scien- 
tific literature for the use of libraries, as well as for scientific work- 
ers, and as the present organization of the International Catalogue 
has still the official support of all of the principal countries of the 
world, and as this organization w^as founded after years of endeavor 
by representatives of practically all of the scientific societies of the 
world, it would now be a calamity to allow it to lapse merelv on ac- 
count of temporary financial difficulties. I can not tlierefore too 
strongly urge that this assistance be furnished by some of tlie several 
wealthy organizations in this country whose aims are to further the 
interests of science. A more detailed account of the findings of the 
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conference and of the present condition of the catalogue will be 
found in the regular annual report of the United States Regional 
Bureau of the International Catalogue of Scientific Literature, ap- 
pended hereto. 

NECROLOGY. 

EDAVARD DOUGLASS WHITE. 

Edward Douglass White, Chief Justice of the United States and 
chancellor of the Smithsonian Institution, died May 19, 1921. It is 
not necessary to here reiiew the life of this distinguished American 
whose name has been for so many years before the public. At a spe- 
cial meeting of the Board of Regents held May 27, 1921, the follow- 
ing resolutions in memory of Chancellor White were adopted : 

Whereas : The Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution having re- 
ceived the announcement of the death on May 19, 1921, of the Hon. Etlward 
Douglass White, Chief Justice of the United States, Regent of the Smith- 
sonian Institution for ten years, eight years of which he presided as chancellor : 

Resolved, That the board here expresses profound sorrow at the passing 
away of their beloved colleague, who, as a statesman, jurist, and chancellor, 
brought always to his work that remarkable ability and high conception of 
duty that made him so strong an influence for good. 

Resolved, That this minute be made a part of the records of the board, and 
that a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the family of the late chan- 
cellor as an expression of the sympathy of the Regents at the irreparable loss 
sustained in the death of this distinguished public servant and citizen. 

XELSOlSr R. WTAOD. 

Nelson R. Wood, for over 32 years a taxidermist in the National 
Museum, died on NoA-ember 8, 1920. Mr. Wood was one of the best 
men in the country in his line of work, and his loss is keenly felt by 
the Museum, 


AATLLIAM PALMER 

William Palmer, taxidermist in the National Museum, died on 
April 8, 1921, after 30 years’ faithful work in that capacity. Mr. 
Rathbun, late assistant secretary of the Institution, said of him : 

Mr. Palmer has been one of the best all-round taxidermists and preparators 
in the Museum service. He is not only efficient and a hard worker, but is 
especially valuable because of his diversified talents, which permit of his being 
iitilizefl in practically all zoological subjects. 

JOSEPH P. IDDIN'GS. 

Dr. Joseph P. Iddings, associate in petrology, department of 
geology, United States National Museum, died September 15, 1920. 
Doctor Iddings was one of the leading petrologists of America, 
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indeed of the world. He was for many years connected with the 
United States Geological Survey, and for a time professor of 
petrology in the University of Chicago. He was the author of two 
privately printed volumes on Eock Minerals and Igneous Kocks 
and numerous papers in the Government reports. He was also a 
joint author of the Quantitative System of Eock Classification. 
The important collections made and studied by him are all in the 
custody of the National Museum. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

Charles D. Walcott, Secretary, 



APPENDIX 1. 

REPOET ON THE UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report on the opera- 
tions of the United States National Museum for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1921 : 

The fiscal year was an unusually busy one. The separation of the 
National Gallery of Art from the Museum, the completion of the 
building for the Freer collections, the opening of the xVircraft Build- 
ing, the preparation of data for the schemes of reclassification of 
Government employees and reorganization of Government depart- 
ments, the inauguration of the retirement system for civil employees, 
and the impending inauguration of a budget system for Government 
accounts, all added to the usual Museum activities of the year. 

The National Gallery of Art, whicli had for a number of years 
been administered as the fine arts department of the jMuseum, be- 
came an independent bureau under the Smithsonian Institution on 
July 1, 1020, through provision for its separate maintenance in the 
sundry civil appropriation act for the year 1921. To the new bureau 
were transferred such of the Museum's collections as had been in the 
custody of the curator of the National Gallery of Art, consisting of 
paintings, sculptures, and a few miscellaneous pieces. For the pres- 
ent the gallery continues to be housed in the Natural History Build- 
ing of the Museum. 

Dr. William H. Holmes severed his connection with the Museum 
as head curator of anthropology on July 1, 1920, to become director 
of the National Gallery of xVrt, and carries with him to his larger 
field the good will of the entire Museum statf. 'When in 1906 it 
became necessary to provide a somewhat definite organization for the 
department of fine arts of the Museum, the curatorship of the Na- 
tional Gallery of Art was tendered to Dr. Holmes and accepted by 
him in addition to his duties then as Chief of the Bureau of Ameri- 
can Ethnology. Since that time Doctor Holmes has given freely of 
his time and strength for the National Gallery without financial re- 
turn. It is gratifying that he is now enabled to devote all of his 
energies to his chosen field. 

As a separate administrative unit of the Institution a rapid growth 
is predicted for the National Gallery, of which the Freer collection, 
housed in its own building, forms a distinct unit. It is hoped that 
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in a few years an additional building, suitable for the permanent 
home of the National Gallery, will be authorized by Congress. 

Dr. Walter Hough, curator of ethnology, was made acting head 
curator of the department of anthropology upon Dr. Holmes's 
resignation. 

On April 31, 1921, the final work in the construction of the build- 
ing for the Freer collections was completed, and the structure was 
formally transferred to the Smithsonian Institution, being accepted 
on May 3, 1921, just four years and seven months after ground was 
broken for its erection. That results were not reached earlier, as 
was anticipated at the beginnmg, was largely due to unforeseen 
delays incident to the war, but the work was at all times conducted 
with that deliberation and attention to details necessary to stabilit}" 
and permanency of structure — and these, it is believed, have been 
obtained. Planned with special reference to accommodating a col- 
lection whose various units were known, and of affording unusual 
facilities for study and research, the building is an object of art in 
itself, and is bound to become a mecca for art lovers from all over 
the world. Under the officer in charge of public buildings and 
grounds, driveways and walks were constructed leading to the Freer 
Gallery, and the land immediately surrounding it was seeded and 
has now been brought up to the standard of the balance of the 
Smithsonian Eeservation. During the summer and autumn of 1920 
the remaining portions of the Freer collections were brought to 
Washington from Detroit and stored in the building. The work of 
unpacking and installing the specimens was begun in the late autumn 
under the able direction of Miss Katharine N. Ehoades, who had 
been associated with Mr. Freer in their care for several years. It is 
anticipated that some time must elapse before the exhibits are all 
in readiness and the halls can be opened to vi'^itors, as there is a crreat 
amount of critical study necessary before the objects can be accu- 
rately labeled and classified. 

In December, 1920, Mr. John E. Lodge, curator of the department 
of Chinese and Japanese art in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts 
was appointed curator of the Freer Gallery and placed in char^m 
The Freer Gallery is being administered as an independent unit^of 
the National Gallery of Art, but the heating, lighting, and <mardin<»* 
of the building continue to be carried on in connection with the 
National Miueum system, since the Freer Gallery is <lependent upon 
the iliiseum plant for heat, light, and power. 

By the opening to the public of the xVircraft Building, on October 
7, 1920, the Museum added about 14,000 square feet of fioor space to 
its exhibition halls. This metal structure, erected by the War De 
partment on the Smithsonian Eeservation in 1917 for the use of the 
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United States Signal Service, was transferred to the custody of the 
Smithsonian after the close of the Avar. In it has been assembled 
a collection of aircraft and accessories in production during the war 
period. 

Changes during the year in the organization of the iluseum, aside 
from the sex^aration of the National Gallery of Art, included the re- 
moval of two divisions from the department of anthropology at the 
beginning of the year — the division of graphic arts being trans- 
ferred to the department of arts and industries and the diAuslon of 
history becoming an independent division reporting directly to the 
administrative assistant in charge of the Museum. In biology, the 
division of marine inA^ertebrates was subdi Added on February 1, 
1921, the collections of mollusks being segregated by the reestablish- 
ment of the division of mollusks. In the department of arts and 
industries a combination of all the strictly engineering units Avas 
ejected in May, 1921, by the appointment of the curator of mechani- 
cal technology, Mr. Carl W. Mitman, as curator also of mineral tech- 
nology. Fie Avdll be aided by an assistant curator in each division. 

The Museum lost by death during the year Dr. J. P. Iddings, asso- 
ciate in petrology, Messrs. Nelson R. Wood and William Palmer, 
taxidermists, and Mr. T. W. Reese, watchman. 

tVs at present organized, the Museum conix^rises. besides an admin- 
istratiAT oflice, 4 scientific and technical departments, and 1 independ- 
ent division, Avith a total of 49 recognized subdivisions. The scien- 
tific staff of the Museum comprises 94 persons, of whom less than 
half receive pay from the iluseum. This by no means represents, 
hoAv^eA^er, all the scientific workers on the collections, for the Museum 
also has much regular assistance from employees of various govern- 
mental agencies in Washington in classifying, arranging, and plac- 
ing on exhibition sx^ecimens in their respectiA^e fields of investigation. 

As the musemn organization of the Government, the National Mu- 
seum has imx3ortant assistance from the executive dex^artinents and 
other guA^ernmental agencies. Particularly Avas this true during the 
fiscal 3 ^ear 1921. Credit is due to the NaA^y Department for trans- 
porting and installing in the Museum building many attractive ex- 
hibits in the World War collections; to the War Department for 
similar service, including the detail to the Museum of one officer for 
several months; to the Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, and 
the Interior, and the Rureau of American Ethnology for many valu- 
able contributions of specimens and much assistance in classifying 
and labeling objects in the Museum; to the Interior Department also 
for transferring exhibition cases no longer needed by it; and to the 
Post Office Department for large series of valuable and interesting 
postage stamps. 
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This cooperation is mutual, as the Museum renders aid to other 
governmental establishments whenever possible, as evidenced by the 
work of Dr. Ales Hrdlicka for the Department of Justice, by which 
over a million of dollars in land and money was saved for the 
Indians. 

The maintenance and operations of the National Museum for the 
fiscal year 1921 were provided for by items appropriated in the 
sundry civil and in two deficiency bills, amounting in all to $483,- 
322.70. 

The item for preservation of collections, from which are paid the 
administrative, scientific, preparatorial and clerical staff, the watch, 
labor and cleaning force, and the cost of ail piTservatives, has 
remained at $300,000 from 1911 until the present time. An addi- 
tional $12,620 granted for this ^^ear meant the extension of the 
service to cover the Freer Gallery of Art, for which it provided 
watchmen, cleaners, and clerical help and the necessary miscellaneous 
supplies needed in connection therewith. It afforded no cessation of 
the strictest economy by means of which only is it possible to con- 
tinue the operations of the Museum. Present conditions can per- 
haps best be realized when it is stated that 10 years ago the item 
of $300,000 was considered insufficient to cover the needs of the 
Museum in these lines. Within this decade, with its tremendous 
decrease in the purchasing power of the dollar, some 3,000,000 speci- 
mens have been added to the collections, the scope of the Museum 
has been materially enlarged, and an additional building has been 
added to the Museum gi'oup, aside from the Freer Gallery. 

During this period, however, increases have been granted in the 
items for heating and lighting and for printing and bindino-, owino- 
to the increased cost of coal and the tremendous increase in the 
cost of labor, paper, and other materials used in printing. On the 
other hand, even with the greatly extended service, the item for 
building repairs is now $5,000 less than it was 10 years ago, at a 
time when the Natural History Building was now and naturallv re- 
quired comparatively little in the way of repairs. The amount for 
furniture and fixtures is likewise $5,000 less than it was for a number 
of years prior to the war. when prices of labor and material were 
from 50 to 75 per cent lower. 

Of the $64,202.70 appropriated this year for printing, $37,5()o ^-^s 
the regular item and $26,702.70 a deficiency item to permit of the 
completion during the year of an unusual accumulation of work at 
the Government Printing Office. The Museum printing had for 
several years been held back for lack of sufficient available funds 

A comparison of the operating expenses of the United States Na- 
tional Museum with museums of similar size and scope in this coim- 
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try and abroad is extremely interesting, and brings out very strongly 
the inadequacy of the appropriations, especially with reference to the 
salaries paid to all classes of its employees. The scientific staff is 
paid from 40 to 50 per cent less than scientific men of the same grade 
in similar museums elsewhere. 

The upkeep of the buildings during the year involved the usual 
repair work, including the painting of walls and ceilings in several 
halls, the painting of all the exterior window frames of the Natural 
History Building, those of the east end of the Smithsonian Building, 
and a beginning on those of the Arts and Industries Building ; and 
the painting of the roofs of the latter. A locker room for the en- 
gineer force was constructed at the east entrance, ground floor, of the 
Natural History Building, and the east court of that building was 
seeded with grass. 

When the Freer Building was being planned, arrangements were 
made to procure heat, light, and power from the central heating 
plant, which the Institution was assured would be in a position to 
furnish the same before needed. In the absence of such service, 
however, the Freer Gallery was connected with the Museum power 
plant, from which was furnished this year the necessary heat, light, 
and power. This additional load on the Museum plant rec{uired the 
use of the old boilers in the Arts and Industries Building during the 
coldest portion of the heating season. By the removal of the old 
flat grates for burning anthracite coal in these boilers and the instal- 
lation of hand-operated stokers, bituminous coal could be used with- 
out the production of unlawful smoke. The antiquated blow-off 
valve combination on the boilers in the Natural History Building 
was also replaced. Though the winter was a comparatively mild 
one, heat was supplied the buildings from October 6, 1920, to May 
20, 1921, with a consumption of 8,224 tons of coal. The ice plant, in 
operation for 4,017 hours, produced 324.7 tons of ice. As a matter of 
economy the power plant was shut down as usual during July and 
August, 1920, and was again closed on June 4, 1921, the electric 
current being purchased from a private concern during the summer 
months. 

The Museum acquired 62 exhibition cases and 165 pieces of storage, 
laboratory, and office furniture. 

COLLECTIONS. 

The total number of specimens acquired by the Museum during the 
year was approximately 838.120. Additional material to the extent 
of 794 lots, mainly geological, was received for special examination 
and report. About 25.000 specimens were sent out in exchange, for 
which the Museum received much valuable material. 
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The distribution of specimens for educational work was broadened 
this j^ear to include objects from the department of anthropology. 
Of the 6,000 specimens distributed as gifts in aid of education, over 
5,000 were comprised in classified and labeled sets of specimens pre- 
pared for schools and colleges, nearly 2,000 being ores and minerals. 
The other subjects rexiresented were rocks, rock weathering and soil 
formation, mollusks, marine invertebrates, fishes, birds and birds' 
eggs, insects, pottery, and prehistoric implements. 

Anthropology . — The department of anthropology accessions were 
scientifically more valuable than in the former year, because of the 
number of professionally collected specimens. The great majority 
of the acccvssions are unconditional gifts. The geographical! source 
of the accessions in order is the United States, Asia, Africa, Poly- 
nesia, and scattering. The department received and recorded 2,324 
specimens, and the work was ivell in hand at the close of the year. 

Of especial note in ethnology are a collection of rare Mission In- 
dian baskets given by Miss Ella F. Hubby, of Pasadena, Calif,; a 
remarkable Cowichan Indian blanket with totemic paintings, a gift 
of Mrs. Charles C. Hyde, of Washington, D. C. ; a finely carved 
ancient wooden idol from Hawaii, collected many years ago by Kear 
Admiral J. V. B. Bleecker, United States Xavy; a collection of 
carved horn dishes and spoons from the Flathead Indians, gift of 
Dr. E. A. Spitzka, of Washington, D. C. ; and a group of ancient 
ivory fetishes from the Lower Congo, Africa. 

The division of American archeology received a noteworthy col- 
lection from an ancient ruin near Taos, X. ^lex.. excavated by Mr. 
J. A. Jeancon for the Bureau of American Ethnology: antiquities 
from cliff dwellings, collected by Mr. X. Judd for the same 
bureau; and antiquities from the ruins of Chaco Canyon, N. Mex.. 
collected by Mr. Judd while conducting the expedition of the 
ISlational Geographic Society to this region. Very interesting carved 
stone fetishes and ancient pottery from Santo Domingo were con- 
tributed by Dr. W. L. Abbott. 

Old World archeology reports the receipt of Buddhist bronze 
figurines from C'hina and kakemonos from Japan, gift of Mrs. Mur- 
ray M^arner, of Eugene. Oreg. ; other Buddhist bronze figure.s. given 
by Sirs. John Van Kensselaer Hoff, of Washington, D, G.. fill gaps 
in the collection. 

Physical anthr(.>pology received an immense consignment of skele- 
tal material of individuals of known sox. age, color, and nationalitv. 
This collection, which doubles the value of the material in the divi- 
sion and will require several years’ work to i)i!t in order aiul to cata- 
logue, was received from the College of Physicians and iSurgeons. 
New York City, through Dr. George S. Huntington. An important 
collection of human brains was donated by Dr. E. A. Spitzka. of 
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Washington, D. C. A number of skulls and skeletons of American 
Indians was added to the collection through the University of South 
Dakota and the Bureau of American Ethnology. These specimens 
are of much importance to the division. 

Mr. Hugo Worch, of Washington, D. C., added to the Worch col- 
lection a copy of the Bach harpsichord and a dulcitone and 11 other 
pianos illustrating the history of the pianoforte. Mrs. Gouverneur 
Morris, of Washington, D. C., presented a piano handsomely deco- 
rated by Cottier, of Xew York. 

A selection of rare oriental rugs from the collection of a con- 
noisseur of Washington was hung in place of the collection 
viously on exhibit in the hall of art textiles. 

The section of ceramics received a set of Japanese x^orcelain given 
Prof. Josej^h Henry by the first Japanese minister to the United 
States, a bequest from Miss Caroline Henry. Miss Freeman and 
Mrs. B. H. Buckingham, of Washington, D. C., xnescnted some richly 
decorated Jax:>anese jdaques. 

Biolog If . ^ — From the numerical standpoint, as well as from the 
standx^oint of the scientific interest of the collections, the year was 
a very x^rosxierous one for the dex>artment of biology. The outstand- 
ing features of tills year's accessions are the Australian collections 
made by Mr. Cliaries IM. Eloy, which wei'e the result of Dr. W. L. 
Abbott's continued interest in the Museum, and the great collection 
of Jajianese mollusks donated by Mr. Y. Hirase, of Kioto, Jax^an, one 
of the most valuable accessions that has ever come to the division 
of mollusks. Doctor Abbott is also resj^onsible for the addition of an 
important collection of birds and mammals made by Mr. C. Boden 
Kloss in Siam, Cochin China, and Anam. While engaged in geo- 
logical work in the Eocky ilountains. Secretary Walcott x^rocured 
for the Museum several desired Canadian mammals, including mule 
deer and mountain goats. Another valuable accession is that of Dr. 
J. P. Iddings's collection of butterflies and moths, presented by the 
heirs of Doctor Iddings, consisting of about 2,500 named species, 
mostly from the Tropics and mounted ready for exhibition. Through 
the continued generosity of Mr. B. II. Swales, bird slcins, represent- 
ing 38 species and 7 genera not hitherto contained in the national 
collection, were added. The botanical material accessioned durino* 

?-i 

the year eml)raced over 14.000 specimens from Haiti ami Santo 
Domingo, collected by Doctor Abbott and ilr. Leonard, besides a 
large number of valuable collections both from the Old and the 
New World. 

Geolocju . — The additions to the collections in this department 
showed a marked increase over those recorded in any one of the past 
15 years. The total number of accessions listed is 2:11. a gain of 51 
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over last year and of 29 over the number recorded in 191*1:-15, next 
highest on the list. 

The greatest bulk of material was received by transfer from the 
United States Geological Survey, but numerous valuable specimens 
were acquired chiefly by exchanges and gifts. These include a 
quantity of South American material comprising Bolivian tin and 
tungsten ores, and rare copper minerals from Chile, secured by 
Custodian F. L. Hess through Guggenheim Bros., New York City; 
Messrs. L. L. Ellis and Don Stewart, Oruro, Bolivia; and Prof. 
Joseph T. Singewald, of Johns Hopkins University. In addition, 
a representative series of ores from Argentina was presented by the 
ambassador, Mr. Tomas A. Le Breton. 

Interesting additions were made to the exhibit of radioactive min- 
erals, including carnotite, euxenite, torbernite, and uraninite. 

The meteorite collection was augmented by representatives of four 
falls — Forsyth Count}", N. C.; Chinautla, Guatemala; Troup, Tex.; 
and Owens Valley, Calif. 

New and rare specimens were added to the mineral collection 
chiefly through exchanges. An attractive suite of precious opal in 
the matrix, ranging in color from the “ black '' opal to the pale, 
opalescent tints, was presented by the Eainbow Ridge Mining Co., 
operating in Humboldt County, Nev., and important additions to 
the collection of cut gems were acquired through the Frances Lea 
Chamberlain fund. 

The petrological collection was enriched by the extensive series 
of igneous rocks from islands of the Pacific and Indian Oceans, col- 
lected by the late Dr. Joseph P. Iddings and presented by his sister, 
Mrs. Francis D. Cleveland. Including also the scientific portion of 
Doctor Iddings’s library as well as valuable collections assigned to 
other departments of the Museum, this is considered one of the most 
notable accessions of the year. 

Accessions of paleontological material aggregate at least 50,000 
specimens and include much material from foreign sources. Several 
thousand specimens of Cambrian fossils, collected chiefly bv Secre- 
tary Walcott, and approximately 25,000 specimens of Silurian and 
Devonian forms from Maine are also among the year's acquisitions 

Vertebrate remains of unusual interest and in large quantitv were 
obtained by Mr. J. W. Gidley, collecting in Arizona under the joint 
auspic es of the National Museum and United States Geoloo-ical Sur- 
vey. A portion of this, including a rare species of mastodon and 
a large glyptodon, is sufficiently complete to afford material ior 
restoration and exhibition. 

New exhibits include two cases containing gem minerals in the 
matrix, supplemental to the ^m collection ; an entirely new install- 
ment of the exhibit illustrating radioactivity, and instructive and 
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showy biological series selected from the crinoid collection of Dr. 
Frank Springer; skeletons of the unique horned dinosaur, Brachy- 
ceratops Tnontanensh^ a wolverine, or Gulo, and a bear; and a bio- 
logic series illustrating the evolution of fossil plants. 

Textiles^ medicine, xoood technology.^ and foods. — The collections 
under the supervision of the curator of textiles, which, besides tex- 
tiles, embrace medicine, food, wood technologj^, and miscellaneous 
animal and vegetable products, were increased by many gifts and 
by transfer from other Government bureaus, amounting to nearly 
1,000 objects. The most important of these are as follows : 

From the Dii^ector of Air Service, War Department, specimens of 
the fabrics used in the construction and equipment of airplanes for 
military" use ; also examples of the same fabrics which had been con- 
verted to demonstrate the value for civilian use of the large surplus 
sold by the War Department to the public. There were added by 
gift many beautiful specimens of silks, fur fabrics, plushes, and 
A^elvets contributed by American manufacturers to show the progi^ess 
of textile industries in this country. 

The collections in the division of medicine were enlarged by a 
series of the most frequently prescribed pharmaceutical prepara- 
tions, arranged, according to their therapeutic action, into 26 groups, 
by a large series of models, specimens, and photographs illustrating 
A’accine and serum therapy and arranged to demonstrate the methods 
used to combat smallpox, lockjaw, pneumonia, cerebrospinal menin- 
gitis, and hay fever. The collection illustrating pharmacy receh^ed 
valuable specimens of pharmaceutical apparatus and a large number 
of additional documents and publications bearing on the history of 
the United States Pharmacopoeia. 

Increased interest in the exhibition collections of the section of 
wood technology resulted from the gift by the British Government 
of a large section of one of the heaAw oak beams taken from the roof 
of Westminster Hall during recent repairs to that historic structure. 
The roof was built under the orders of Richard II, in 1399, and oak 
timbers used therein, allowing for the age of the tree, must be at 
least 1,000 years old. The timber presented to the Museum exempli- 
fies the durability of British oak and gives an idea of the beauty of 
the old craftsman’s work. 

Interest in the exhibits of the section of foods was increased by the 
addition of over 100 examples of canned fruits, vegetables, fish, and 
meats, which had been packed and preserved so as to present a most 
attractive appearance. This appetizing array of canned foods was 
all put up by children according to the cold-pack method and repre- 
sented a selection from the jars winning prizes in 17 State contesis 
between members of boys’ and girls’ canning clubs. 
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Mechaniral and wineral technology , — One of the most important 
fields of the division of mechanical technology is educational exhibits 
visualizing the developments in the transportation systems of the 
country and the details of such progress. In this connection there 
vrere received a number of accessions, among ^’hich might be men- 
tioned the gasoline automobile designed and constructed by Charles 
E. Duryea in 1892-93, which represents prolxibly the beginnings of 
the automotive industry in this country. Another valuable acces- 
sion was that of an operating model showing the cylinder mechanism 
of the type of internal-combustion engine developed by the Willys- 
Overland Co., of Toledo, Ohio. 

In the branch of aeronautics the extensive collections of the Institu- 
tion were further enhanced by the receipt of the original experi- 
mental hydroplane model devised by Mr. Edson F. Gallaudet, chair- 
man of the board of directors of the Gallaudet Aircraft Corporation, 
East Greenwich, E. I. This model was constructed and experi- 
mented with in 1898, and is particularly interesting in that means 
for lateral control and wing warping were incorporated but in prac- 
tice were unsuccessful. 

The collections devoted to horology were increased through the 
efforts of Mr. George W. Spier, honorary custodian of watches, bv 
the receipt of 10 valuable old watches; and Mr. Emile Berliner, of 
Washington City, very generously presented two gramophones of 
importance in the development of the talking machine, namely, the 
first commercial type developed in 1893, and an electrically operated 
machine devised by Mr. Berliner in 1896. 

Among the accessions received in mineral technology ^as one con- 
sisting of over 400 specimens visualizing the interrelationship of the 
several chemical industries of importance in tlie production of 
aniline dyes, war gases, pharmaceuticals, and explosives. 

(rraphic arts , — The increment in graphic arts included an exhibit 
of hand-made paper : two books made along sixteenth centurv lines 
all the work of one man, type, composition, and paper; facsimiles 
in type metal of 50 characters of supposedly the fir^t font of meted 
type ever cast; wood block prints by Thomas Bewick, the father of 
wood engraving as used to-day; engraved wood block with pro- 
gressive proofs in color by Eudolph Euzicka; an exhibit of lead 
molding electrotypes and the McKee treatment of electrotype plates • 
photogelatine and photogravure work extending over t30 or 40 years* 
historical examples of rotary photogravure: beautiful examples of 
modern printing in black and white and color: suit ground etchino-s 
in color by Benjamin C. Brown; etched plate with trial proofs by 
Frank W. Benson, and dry-point etchings of President Hardin<^ 
taken from life by Walter Tittle. To the photographic section were 
added a Jenkins camera making 30,000 exposures a minute: a print 
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from the first negative made in the United States by the Belin 
method of sending portraits wire; Civil War photographs by 
Brady and large toned bromides of the World War showing com- 
parative methods of warfare and photography ; and illustrations of 
a number of hitherto unrepresented photographic processes. 

nistory , — The historical collections received important additions 
during the past year. Those relating to the World War were for 
the most part of a naval character. The Navy Department trans- 
ferred to the Museum a large aggregation of materials illustrating 
the part played by that branch of the service during the war, in- 
cluding naval airplanes of the type and design used for patrol and 
convoy duty during the conflict, models of naval vessels used during 
the same period, various examples of marine instruments used on 
these ships, and a large number of guns and miscellaneous ordnance 
material. The Navy Department also increased its exhibition by a 
number of naval objects captured from the enemy in the war zone. 
These include the engines of a German submarine, a submarine tor- 
pedo, and a number of smaller German naval projectiles. The ex- 
hibit of the Navy Department already presents in a striking and 
graphic manner the leading features of the work of the Navy during 
the war, and plans have been made to develop it into one of the most 
notable collections of the kind in existence. The numismatic and 
pictorial sections of the war collection received valuable additions, 
the former including a number of war decorations and commemo- 
rative medals and the latter two large paintings by Arthur M. Haz- 
ard, entitled “ Not by Might ” and “ The Spirit of the Armistice.” 
The collection was increased by British and Canadian uniforms, and 
documents relating to the services of Lieut. Louis Bennett, of the 
Koyal Air h'orce, killed in action in France, given the Museum by 
his mother, Mrs. Louis Bennett, of Weston, W. Va. ; and a collection 
of French military objects, including a steel listening post, a steel 
cupola with guns, a catapult, a Brandt cannon, a number of hand 
and rifle grenades, and miscellaneous relics presented by the French 
(Tovernment. 

Of the antiquarian material may be mentioned a watch seal of 
camelian set in gold, bearing the Washington crest and owned by Gen- 
eral Washington subsequent to the War of the Revolution. This 
exceptionally interesting and valuable object was presented to the 
Museum by Mr. William Sloane, of New York. The National So- 
ciety of Colonial Dames of America added to their collection a 
number of interesting pieces. Of special interest also is a very 
handsome silver punch bowl with tray, ladle, and 10 mugs, pre- 
sented to Col. George Armistead by citizens of Baltimore in recogni- 
tion of his services in connection with the defense of Fort McHenry, 
Baltimore Harbor, in 1814. These have been presented to the Mu- 
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seum by Mr. Alexander Gordon, jr., of Baltimore, a great grandson 
of Colonel Armistead. The military, the naval, the numismatic, and 
the philatelic sections of the original historical collections also re- 
ceived large additions during the year. 

The Herbert Wai'd collection .— Herbert Ward collection of 
African ethnologica, together with sculptures of African subjects 
by Mr. Ward, forming a unique assemblage illustrative of the 
culture of the unmodified natives, was packed and shipped from 
Paris on June 25, 1921. This collection, in accordance with Mr. 
AVard’s wishes, was given to the Museum by his widow, Sirs. 
Sarita Sanford Ward. Mr. Ward was bom in London, England, 
in 1862. At the age of 15 he set out on travels which took him 
over many of the unexplored lands of the world, and at 21 he 
began his work in Africa. AVhile in the Congo, in the employ of the 
Belgian Government, he rendered important aid to Stanley in his 
explorations. For more than five years Mr. Ward lived among 
the natives of Central Africa, and during this time he developed 
the idea of preserving an epitome of the primitive life vith which 
he was then surrounded and which would be an index of the primi- 
tive life of all men. The African Aegro that Sir. Ward studied 
impressed him as possessing fine qualities of simple dignity and 
lovalty. Sir. Ward was by instinct and training a lover of art and 
constantly recorded his impressions of the natives at first hand. 
The records which he made on the spot were used in his subsequent 
famous works of sculpture, which portray the soul of Africa. Sir. 
Ward in this collection has contributed a noble effort for the benefit 
of art, science, and humanity. 

Partello bequest . — By the terms of the will of Dwight J. Partello. 
offei-ed for probate during the year, the Sluseum is bequeathed his 
collection of musical instruments, bows, and cases, gathered during 
many years of collecting; 37 paintings; a gold and silver bowl or 
caskk presented to Sir. Partello by the Czar of Eussia : and a diploma 
and medal awarded him for his exhibit of violins at the Chicago Ex- 
position in 1893. This well-known collection illustrating the Italian 
school of violins is of great intrinsic value and numbers 25 instru- 
ments of the violin family, made by the best masters in pure con- 
struction. including Amati, Stradavari, Bergonzi. Guarnerius, and 
others. At the end of the year the estate had not been settled. 

EXPI.<tU.\TIONS ANT) FIKLD-WORK. 

Owing to very limited appropriations, the Sluseum is unable to 
undertake field-work except in cooperation with individuals or other 
scientific institutions where the expenses are mostly borne by them. 
The expeditions sent out during the past year have been financed al- 
most entirely from outside sources. 
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Archeological survey m the Puehlo region. — Mr. N. M. Judd, 
curator of American archeology, made an extensive reconnaissance in 
Arizona and New Mexico in the summer of 1920 in connection with 
the projected archeological work to be taken up by the National 
(leographic Society, resulting in valuable accessions to the Museum. 
At the date of this report he was in the field conducting explorations 
in the ancient ruins of Chaco Canyon, N. Mex., for that society. 
Good results are reported in the preliminary stages of this work, 
which is expected to cover five summers. Under the arrangement 
with the society most of the specimens obtained will come to the 
National Museum. 

Australian ex f edition . — Mr. Charles M. Hoy, who has been col- 
lecting vertebrates in Australia since June, 1919, supported by a 
fund placed at the disposition of the Institution by Dr. W. L. Abbott, 
continued his field-work during the year. He colic -ted at several 
stations in South Australia, where he also visited Kangaroo Island, 
at two stations in West Australia, and in the Northern Territory. 
Forty-four days were spent in working an area of 30 miles in extent. 
Later on two camps were established in New South Wales, one near 
the highest point on the northern tableland at an elevation of 5,000 
feet and one 1,000 feet lower. Altogether, the year’s work was very 
successful. The two shipments received during the year totaled 571 
mammals and 531 birds, well prepared, many of which were hitherto 
unrepresented in our collections. A number of interesting reptiles. 
ami)hibians, and marine invertebrates were also included. 

Dr. AhhoWs explorations in Santo Domingo. — Late in 1920 Dr. 
W. L. Abbott undertook personally another expedition, this time 
visiting the north side of Santo Domingo (Villa Riva, Pimentel. 
Catui. Mao, in the Yaqui Valley, and several points on the Samana 
Peninsula) and returning in May, 1921. He brought back a small 
but select collection of birds, but his main efforts were devoted to the 
collecting of plants, approximately 4,000 of which have been received 
and will doubtless prove of great value. 

The Smithsonian Ajrican expedition. — The expedition mentioned 
in last year’s report as having been sent out in conjunction with the 
LTniversal Film Manufacturing Co. to South and Central Africa 
concluded its biological work on July 14, 1920, after which Mr. H. C. 
Raven, the Smithsonian collector and naturalist, returned to the 
United States. Though not numerically large, the collections 
brought home are of unusual interest on account of the manner in 
which they supplement those obtained by other expeditions in which 
the Smithsonian Institution has been interested. 

Field-work in vertebrate paleontology . — Early in the year Assist- 
ant Curator J. W. Gidley was detailed to visit Williamsburg, Va., 
101257—22 1 
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to investigate a reported find of some fossil bones in that vicinity. 
These proved to be the remains of an extinct species of Tvhale of 
Miocene age, but vrere incomplete and too badly damaged to make 
possible the recovery of a sufficient number for an exhibition mount. 

Two other important field expeditions were undertaken by Mr, 
Gidley. the first as the result of reports from 3dr. Kirk Bryan, of 
the United States Geological Survey, who had discovered some 
promising localities for fossil vertebrate remains while making an 
extensive survey of the underground water resources of the San 
Pedro Valley of Arizona. Mr. Gidley spent two months or more in 
the Arizona field, visiting three localities in the San Pedro Valley 
and one in Sulphur Springs Valley. The last yielded only frag- 
mentary remains of Pleistocene mammals, but much better results 
were obtained in the San Pedro Valley, where two localities, one 
about 2 miles south of Benson, the other at the Curtis ranch, about 
14 miles south of Benson, yielded remains of about 30 s[)ecies, mostly 
mammals, which seem to represent a new or little-Icnovui Pliocene 
fauna. Mr. Gidley shipped 21 boxes, with an aggregate weight of 
about 4,630 pounds. A portion of this material will be suital^le for 
exhibition, the most important being remains sufficiently complete 
to form the basis of skeleton restoration of a rare species of mastodon 
and a large edentate. Other remains represent extinct species of 
camels, carnivorous animals, rodents, turtles, and birds. 

The second expedition, entirely under Museum auspices, inclnde<l 
a trip to Agate Springs, Nebr., vchere was secured a large slab, or 
block of limestone, containing remains of the little rhinoceros. 
Dice rathe Auvi cooki. This will be cleaned and exhibited with the 
bones in situ. 

Mr. C. W. Gilmore was detailed in April to vi.^it a fossiliferous 
area some 36 miles north of Santa Fe, K. Mex., for the purpose of 
making collections of paleontological material, and for determinino- 
the advisability of reserving certain lands for national moiumient 
purposes. A skull, lower jaws, and other bones of an extinct rhi- 
noceros, various limb and foot bones of a <"amel, and a small collection 
of miscellaneous specimens were obtained as a result of this trip. 

Other expeditions in which the iVIuseum vras interested are brieflv 
<iescribed in the first part of this report which relates to the affairs 
of the Smithsonian proper. 

MKr:TlX(JS AND CONDHESSES. 

The a(*<‘oiumodations afforded by the auditorium mul committee 
rooms in the Natural History Building were utilized on niaiiv occa- 
sions. A course of evening lectures on the history and nature of 
international relations, extending from October to May. was <nven 
under the auspices of the school of foreign service of (teorge'towu 
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University, while two local scientific societies, the Anthropological 
Society of Washington and the Entomological Society of Washing- 
ton. made the building their regular meeting place. 

The National Academy of Sciences held its annual meeting from 
April 25 to 27, the first evening being given over to an address by 
His Serene Highness, the Prince of Monaco, followed by a recep- 
tion by the Kegents and secretary of the Institution in the halls 
assigned to the National Gallery of Art. Other societies holding 
here their annual gatherings, some lasting several days, included the 
Northern Nut Growers’ Association; the American Ornithologists’ 
Union; the American Farm Economic Association; the American 
Society of Mammalogists : the Audubon Society of the District of 
Columbia ; and the American Institute of Architects. In connection 
with the last, the Second National Architectural Exhibition, installed 
in the near-by lobby and foyer, was inaugurated by a special evening 
opening of the building. 

During its convention in Washington in May, the American Fed- 
eration of Arts held an afternoon session in the Museum auditorium, 
and the delegates were tendered a reception by the Eegents and secre- 
tary of the Institution in the National Gallery of Art on the evening 
of that date, with a special view of the collection of war portraits, 
brought together by the National Portrait Committee as a nucleus of 
a national portrait gallery. In connection with the visit of Madame 
Marie Curie to this country, a meeting was arranged in her honor in 
the auditorium with a lecture by Dr. P. A. Millikan on radium, the 
exhibition halls on the two lower floors being thrown open for in- 
spection during the evening. 

The program of the Washington convention of tlie American 
Bankers’" Association also included an evening rece]dion by the 
Board of Regents and Secretary of the Smithsonian in the Natural 
Historv Building. The Southern Commercial Congress, during its 
meeting in Washington, used the auditorium for presenting to the 
Department of Agriculture a portrait of the late David Liibin. the 
Italian ambassador assisting in the ceremonies. 

Meeting facilities were affordecl governmental agencies as follows : 
The Bureau of Public Health Service of the Treasury Department, 
for an institute on venereal disease control, lasting several days, 
and for showing motion pictures ‘relating to its work on several 
occasions; the Department of Agriculture, for numerous meetings 
and conferences in relation to the work of the Federal Horticul- 
tural Board, the Forest Sevvi< e, the Bureau of Plant Industry, the 
States Relations Service, and the Bureau of Markets: the Army 
Medical School of the War Department, ior a lecture by Dr. Hideyo 
Noguchi, and for the closing exercises of tlie 1020-~21 session of the 
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school; the Post Office Department, for a lecture by Mr. D. F. Gar- 
land; the Commission of Fine Arts; and the Federal Board of Vo- 
cational Education. Single lectures ^Yere given under the auspices 
of the National Kesearch Council, the Geological Society of Wash- 
ington, the Washington Academy of Sciences, Georgeto^^n Univer- 
sity, and the Osteopathic Association of the District of Columbia. 

At the First Pan Pacific Scientific Congress, held in Hawaii from 
August 2 to 20, 1920, the Museum was represented by the following 
members of the staff of the Smithsonian Institution: Mr. John B. 
Henderson, Kegent of the Institution ; Dr. Paul Bartsch ; Dr. Gerrit 
S. Miller, jr. : Dr. T. Wayland Vaughan; and Mr. Gerard Fowke. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


The attendance of visitors to the Natural History Building dur- 
ing the year aggregated 364,281 for week days and 103,018 for 
Sundays, being a daily average of 1.167 for the former and 1,981 for 
the latter. At the Arts and Industries Building the total attend- 
ance was 286,397, a daily average of 917. The Aircraft Building 
had an attendance of 31,235 for the portion of the year it was open, 
an average of 147 persons daily. The total attendance in the Smith- 
sonian Building on week days was 90,097, an average of 288. and on 
the one Sunday 138. 

The publications of the year comprised the annual report for 1920, 
8 bulletins, and 60 separate papers. The latter consisted of 4 parts 
of bulletins, 5 parts of Contributions from the National Herbarium 
and 51 proceedings papers. The total number of copies of publica- 
tions distributed was about 89,000. 

The library obtained, by purchase, gift, and exchange, 2,041 com- 
pleted volumes and 2,719 pamphlets. The more important dona- 
tions were from Mrs. Francis D. Cleveland, Dr, Charles D. Walcott 
and Dr. AV. H. Dali, the former contributing the scientific library of 
the late Joseph Paxson Iddings, petrol ogist. 


While it is the primary duty of a museum to preserve the object^? 
confided to its care, as it is that of a library to preserve its hook^ 
and manuscripts, yet the importance of public collections rests not 
upon the mere basis of custodianship nor upon the number of speci- 
mens assembled and their money value, but u|)ori the use to which 
they are put. Judged by this standard, the National Museum mav 
claim to liave reached a high state of efficiency. From an ediica" 
tional point of view it is of great value to tliose persons who are so 
fortunate as to reside in Washington or who are able to visit the 
Nation s capital. In its well-dosigmni cases, in which everv detail 
of structure, appointment, and color is considered, a selection of re 
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resentative objects is placed on view to the public, all being carefully 
labeled individually and in groups. The child as well as the adult 
has been provided for, and the kindergarten pupil and the high 
school scholar can be seen here supplementing their classroom games 
or studies. Under authority from Congress the small colleges and 
higher grades of schools and academies throughout the land, espe- 
cially in places where museums do not exist, are also being aided in 
their educational work by sets of duplicate specimens, selected and 
labeled to meet the needs of both teachers and pupils. 

Nor has the elementary or even the higher education been by any 
means the sole gainer from the work of the Museum. To advance 
knowledge, to gradually extend the boundaries of learning, has been 
one of the great tasks to which the Musemn, in consonance with the 
spirit of the Institution, has set itself from the first. Its staff, 
though chiefly engaged in the duties incident to the care, classifica- 
tion, and labeling of collections in order that they may be accessible 
to the public and to students, has yet in these operations made im- 
portant discoveries in every department of the Museum’s activities, 
which have in turn been communicated to other scholars through its 
numerous publications. But the collections have not been held for the 
study of the staff nor for the scientific advancement of those be- 
longing to the establishment. Most freely have they been put at 
the disposal of investigators connected with other institutions, with- 
out whose help the record of scientific progress based upon the ma- 
terial in the Museum would have been greatly curtailed. When it 
is possible to so arrange, the investigator comes to Washington; 
otherwise such collections as he needs are sent to him, whether he 
resides in this country or abroad. In this manner practically every 
prominent specialist throughout the world interested in the sub- 
jects here well represented has had some use of the collections, and 
thereby the Xational Museum has come to be recognized as a con* 
spicuous factor in the advancement of knowledge wherever civiliza- 
tion has a foothold. 

Respectfully submitted. 

W. UK C. Ram^xel, 

Administrative Assistant to the Secretary^ 

In charge United States National Museum. 

Dr. Charles D. Walcott, 

Secretary of the Smithsordan Institution. 



APPENDIX 2. 

EEPOET ON THE NATlONATi OALLEEY OF AET. 

Siu: I have the honor to submit herewith the following report on 
the affairs of the National Gallery of Art for t)ie year ending June 
;50, 1921. 

OIKJAMZATION AND III ST GUY OF THE GAf.LEllY. 

The National Gallery of Art, which is the legal depository of all 
objects of art belonging to the Nation, has heretofore been admin- 
istered in connection with the United States National Museum. By 
the action of the Sixty-sixth Congress in providing “ for the admin- 
istration of the National Gallery of Art by the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion. including compensation of necessary employees and necessary 
incidental expenses.” its connection with the Museum was severed 
and it became the seventh administrative branch under the Institu- 
tion on July 1, 1920. 

A full account of the inception of the art activities of the Institu- 
tion and of the early struggles of the incipient Gallery of Art, pre- 
pared by the late Assistant Secretary of the Institution. Dr. Eichard 
Eathbun. is given in Bulletin 70 of the United States National 
Museum (edition of 1916), and a brief resume may be given here 
as a suitable introduction to the first annual report of the gallery 
under the new regime, and at the same time emphasi7dng the im- 
perfectly recognized fact that art was placed on an equal footing 
with science in the foundation of the Institution. 

The Smithsonian Institution was founded in 1846 by a fund pro- 
vided by James Smithson and was organized under the control of a 
board of regents. By act of the Congress of the Tbiited States 
approved August 10, 1846. establishing the Smithsonian Institution, 
it was provided: 

That, so soon as tlie Board of Repents shall have seleorod the said site [for 
a hnildinp]. the.v .“hall cause to be erected a suitable buildinp, of plain and 
durable materials and structure, without unnecessary ornament, and of suffi- 
cient size, and with suitable rooms or halls, for the reception and arrnnpe- 
ment, iiiioii a liberal scale, of objects of natural history, including a geo- 
logical and miiic'ralogical cabinet; also a chemical laboratory, a library, a gal 
leiv of art. and the necessary lecture rooms, etc. 
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Immediately upon the organization of the Board of Eegents, in 
September, 1846. a committee from its membership was appointed 
to digest a plan for carrying out the provisions of this act. The 
committee’s report, submitted on January 25, 1847, contained the 
following recommendaiions on the subject of the fine arts: 

The gallery ot art, your committee thiuk, should irudiide both paintings 
and sculpture, i\^ %YeU as engravings and architectural designs; and it is 
desirable to have in connection with it one or more studios, in which young 
artLst.s might copy without interruption, being admitted under such regula- 
tions as the board may prescribe. Your committee also think that as the 
collection of paintings and sculpture will probably accumulate slowly, the 
room destined for a gallery of art might pro])erly and usefully meanwhile be 
occupied during the session of Congress as an exhibition room for the works 
of artists generally ; and the extent and general usefulness of such an exhibi- 
tion might probably be increased, if an arrangement could be effected with the 
Academy of Design, the Arts Union, the Artists’ Fund Society, and other 
associations of similar character, so as to concentrate at the Metropolis, for a 
certain portion of each winter, the best results of talent in the tine arts. 

The Smithsonian Building was completed in 1855, and served for 
a period of eight years to accommodate the collections of all classes. 
Serious discouragement of the art interests in the Institution re- 
sulted from the disastrous fire, which in 1865 burned out the second 
story of the building, destroying its contents, including portions of 
the art collections. The remaining works were removed, the paint- 
ings and statuary to the Corcoran Crallery and the engravings to 
the Li])rary of Congress. IMany years later they were in lai^ge part 
returned to the Institution, and but little of importance transpired 
until 19F'6, when a collection of paintings and other art works was 
bequeathed to the Corcoran Gallery of Art by Harriet Lane John- 
ston, mistress of the White House during President Buchanan’s ad- 
lainistration, subject to the condition that should a national gallery 
he established in Washington they should become the property of 
that gallery. This led to an inquiry regarding the status of the 
Institution as a national gallery, and tlie question was referred to 
the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, which rendered the 
decision that the Institution is the duly constituted National Gallery 
of Art. The text of the decision is as follows: 

It is. therefore, on this eleventh day of July, in the year 1000, by tlie Supreme 
Court of the District of Columbia, sitting in Equity, und by the authority 
thereof, adjudged, ordered, and decreed. 

That there has betm established by the United States of America in the City 
of Washington a Matioual Art Uallery, within the scope and meaning of that 
part of the codicil bearing date Apr.l 21, 1002, made by the said Harriet Lane 
.Tolmston to her I.ast Will and Testament, in the proceedings in this case men- 
tioned, wherein she gave and be<iueathed the ph-tures, miniatures, and other 
articles to the Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art. and in the event of the 
Government establishing in the City of IVashington a National Art Gallery, then 
that the sai(l pictures and (dher articles above mentioned should be delivered 
\o the said National Art Gallery an<l become Its property; and that the said 
National Art Gallery is the National Art Gallery established by the United 
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States of America at, audin counection with, the Smithsonian Institution, located 
in the District of <'J'oIuiubia» and described in the Act or' Couki'css entitled an Act 
to establish the “ Smdhsonian Institution ’’ for the increase and diifuslou of 
knowledge among men, approved Augu^>t 10, 1840 (9 Stat. L., 103: Title DXXIII, 
sec. 5579, B. S., U. S.), and the subsequent acts of Congress amendatory thereof; 
and it is further adjudged, ordered, and decreed that the Uniteil States of 
America is entitled to demand and receive from the surviving Executors of the 
said Harriet Dane Johnston, the Complainants uained in the bill of complaint 
in this case, all of the above-mentioned pictures, articles of sculpture, engravings, 
miniatures, and other articles, the same to be and i^ecome a part of the said 
National Art Gallery so established by the United States of America at, and in 
connection with, the said Smithsonian Institution. 

WENDlilLL P. STAFrORD, JUbtlCe. 

The collection was therefore assigned to its care. Since that time 
the national collections have increased rapidly, chiefly, however, 
through gifts and bequests of art works by patriotic citizens. 

It is a noteworthy fact that until the beginning of the year 1920-21 
no appropriation had been made for the gallciy <n‘ for the purchase 
of art works, and no provision for the employment of a salaried 
curator or other employees of tlie gallery, all ATorkr% of art beino 
associated with the department of anthropology of the National 
.Museum, It happened thus that the organization of tlie gallery as a 
separate unit of the Institution did not require any radical change 
in the personnel of the gallery, the curator of the riepartmont of 
anthropologvq who had previously cared for the art collections, be- 
coming director, and the recorder of that depanmeuL becoming- the 
recorder of the gallery. 

THE HENRY WARD RANGER FUND. 

Fortunately, a liberal private fund has recently become available 
for the increase of the collections. The will of the late Henry Ward 
Ranger provides the feUiii of $200,000, the interest of which is to he 
devoted to the purchase of works of art for the National Hullerv, the 
carrying out of the bequest being intrusted to the National Academy 
of Design. The provision is as follows : 

All pictures so purcluisecl are to be uiven by tlu» (Jnuucil to art in^iitutlous iu 
America, or to any library nr other ilKritiitinus in America maihunnhig a gal- 
lery open to the pubhc, nil such gifts to be upon the ex[)iess conduioii that the 
Natioiiul G.illery at Washington, adinluistereU by the Smitiisnnlipi rnstTute 
shall have the option and right, without cost, to take, reclaim, ami own anv 
picture lor their collect U)ii, provided they exercise such <iptlou aud riirht at auj 
dine during the Ine-vear period beuiuiiinu ten year- aUfU- i].,i artist’s <leath 
and ending flr'teeu years after hm death; aud, if such upthui and rii^ht is not 
exercisetl during such period, the pictuiv shall remain and be the property of 
the institution to which It wars hrst given. 

The purchases so far made by the council of the academy are a<? 
follows: 
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Title. I Artist. 

i 


Bate of 
purcha&e. 


Assigned to— 


19lS-i9. 


1. December Uplands.! 


Bruce Crane. 


Apr. 27,1919 


Syracuse Museum of Art. 


1919- 20. ; 

2. Evening Tide, Cal- Wm. Ritschel Jan. 11,1920 ! National Crallery. 

ifomia. , , 

3. Grey Bay ’ W. Granville-Smitii do Do. 

4 . The Rapids W. Elmer Schofield... May 2,1920 Brooklyn Museum. 

5. The Orange Bowl.. Anna Fisher do ' Rhode Island School of Design, I’rovl- 

1920- 21. dence, R. I. 

6. The Flower Girl.. . Helen M. Turner. Vpr. 4, 1921 Detroit Institute of Art, Detroit, Mich. 

7. Shrine of the Rain E. Ir\ ing Conse t do Toledo Museum of Art, Toledo, Ohio 

Gods. ' 

8. The Moate Range.. j Aldro T. Hibbard do Portland Society of Art, Portland, Me 

9. A Comer ill Central ' Arthur J. E. Powell do Milwaukee Art Institute, Milwaukee 

Park. j Wis. 

10. Central Park and j Wm. A. Coiiln do Brooks Memorial Art Gallery, Memphis, 

the Plaza. ‘ Tenn. 


The advisory coinuiittee of the gallery took up the (piestion of the 
acceptability of these works, but it was later decided that the ques- 
tion of acceptance could more appropriately aw^ait final consideration 
until the dates of recall provided for by the bequest, namely, the five- 
year period beginning ten years after the artist's death in each case. 

THE NATIONAL IMIRTUAIT COMMITTEE. 

A second agency of primary importance to the gallery and to 
American history is found in the organization and activities of the 
National Portrait Committee. In January, 1919, a number of patri- 
otic citizens and patrons of art realized that if the United States 
vvas to have a pictorial record of the World War it w^oiild be neces- 
sary to take immediate steps. A number of the distinguished leaders 
of America and of the Allied Nations were approached and their 
consent secured for the painting of their portraits by prominent 
American artists. With the indorsement of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution as custodian ol the National Gallery of Art, the American 
Federation of Arts, and the American Mission to Negotiate Peace, 
then in session at Paris, the National Portrait Committee came into 
being for the purpose of carrying out this idea and thus initiating 
and establishing in Mdishington a National Portrait Gallerv. The 
members of the committee as organized are: Hon. Henry White, 
chairman; Herbert L, Pratt, secretary and treasurer; Airs. W. H. 
Crocker, Robert \V. deForest, Abram Garfield. Mrs. E. H. Harriman, 
Vrthur W. Aleeker. J. Pierpont Alorgan, Charles P. Taft, Charles D. 
Walcott, and Henry C. Frick (deceased). 

That the gift of these paintings to the National Gallery might be 
thoroughly national in character, it was decided that a group of 
these portraits, financed by the art patrons of any city, wmuld be in- 
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scribed as presented to the Xational Gallery by that city and that a 
representative of that city sliould become an honorary member of the 
National Portrait Committee. It was further decided that a tablet or 
other 2 >eni)anent record in the National Portrait Galleiw should bear 
the names of the National Portrait (Joniinittee, including tire chair- 
men of all local committees: and that there should be a record of the 
names of each subscriber to the purchase fund. 

Twenty portraits completed under this arrangement were exhihited 
in tlie National Gallery during the month of May, 1021: and these, 
witli such others as may he subsequently coinj^leted. will be shown in 
a number of cities throughout the Tmited States before being per- 
manently installed in Washington. The exhibition is lieing circu- 
lated under the auspices of the American Federation of xVrts. The 
portraits available for exhibition at the close of the year are 
follows : 

1^3’ (’eeilia Beaux: 

Admiral, Sir David Beatty. 

Premier Georges Clemenceau, 

Cardinal Desire Joseph Mercim*. 

By Joseph De Camp: 

Premier, Sir Robert Laird Borden, 

General. Sir Arthur William Cuirle. 

By Charles Hopkinson : 

Premier Joan J. C. Bratiano. 

Premier Nikola Pashich. 

Prince Kimrnochi Saionji. 

By .John C. Johansen : 

Field'^Iarshal. Sir Douglas Haig. 

^^a^shal Joseph Jofiire. 

Gen. Amando Diaz. 

Premier Vittorio Emanuele Orlando. 

Signing of the Peaee Treaty, Jun*^ PS. IPIU 
By Edmund C. Tarbell : 

Marshal Ferdlnajid Foeh. 

Gen. Geonre'^ Leman. 

Woodrow WTDon. 
l*>y Douglas Volk : 

His Maje^Jy Albert T of Belgium. 

Premier I>avid Lloyd George. 

Gon. John Joseph Pershing. 
r>y Irving R. IViles : 

A<lmiral V’illiam Snowden Sims. 

Tlic jiortrait: to be acldeii. according to the p];ui« of the oommil- 
tee. are: 

By Jean McLane : 

Her .Majf.vty Elivub^dh, Cpieen of tlie Belgians, 

Premier Wdllinm Morris Hughes. 

1‘remior Eleutberio^ K. Venizelos. 

]\y Ibdrniiml C, Tarbell: 

lit'rbert (’lark Hoover. 
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Tlivoiigli tlic courtesy of the American Federation of Arts these 
portraits were exhibited for a sliort period (iSIay 5-22) in the large 
middle room ot the gailery, where tliey attracted much attention. 
During this period the federation held its annual meeting in Wash- 
ington, and on May IS the Eegents of the Smithsonian Institution 
gave a reception to the federation in the halls of the gallery, which 
was well attended by the members and by the citizens of Washington. 


AIIT WCKKS ACQUIRED DURING THE YEAR. 


Aside from the Eanger purchases and the war portraits, the per- 
manent acquisitions for the year are as follows : 

An oil portrait of the late Julius Bien, painted by George Da 
Madura Peixotto in 18S6. Gift of Mr. Julius Bien, of New York, 
through tlie Hon. Simon Wolf. 

Monarch of the Farm (Norman luill), hy William Henry Howe, 
N. A., painted in 1891. Gift of Mrs. William Henry Howe (Mrs. 
Julia May Clark Howe). 

The Gathering Storm, by Eugene Louis Gabriel Isabey, 18G4. 
Presented by Mrs. Gibson Fahnestock, in Memory of Maj. Clarence 
Fahnestock, of the American Expeditionary Forces. 

Love and Life, by George Frederick Watts, E. A. Gift of the 
artist to the American people in 1S93 : accepted by act of Congress 
approved July 23. 1894; transferred to the gallery from the White 
House on March 21. 1921. 

Portrait of a Gentleman (with white wig), attributed to Sir God- 
frey Kneller (1G4G~1723). Be^jueathed hy Miss Caroline Henry. 

Soldat cle Crimee, by Harriet Blackstone. Gift of Mr. Parent (b 
Poucher and his wife, Florence Holbrook Poucher. 

Portrait bust (white marble) of Hon. John vShermnn, by Daniel 
riiester French, N. A., 1886. Gift of Lieut. John Sherman Mc- 
Callum, througli Mr. Charles Moore. 

Portrait bust (bronze) of Brig. Gen. Joseph Wheeler, ])y William 
Eudolf O’Donovan, A. N. A. Gift of the memorial committee and 
I ontributors. through Mr. Henry Clews, surviving member of the 
committee. 

Tlie Wanderlusters’ Eest, by William Henry Holmes. Gift of the 
artist. 

The walk to Gethsemane. by Johannes Adam Simon Oertel. Gift 
of Mr. J. F. Oertel. 

LOANS. 

Although, on account of the shortage of space in the gallery, addi- 
tional loans are not readily exhibited, the following were accepted 
during the year: 
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Portrait of Dr. William Healy Dali and a full-length portrait of 
George Washington, by Wilford Seymour Conrow. Lent by the 
artist. The latter was withdrawn before the close of the year. 

Genevra dei Benci, attributed to Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519). 
Lent by the Misses Janet R. and Mary Buttles. 

Athena, attributed to Simon De Vos (1603-1676). Lent by Miss 
May Warner. Withdrawn before the close of the year. 

Five portraits; lent by JIrs. Archibald Hopkins (Mrs. Charlotte 
Everett Wise Hopkins), as follows: Col. Mark Hoplrins, Continental 
Army, artist not given; Dr. Mark Hopkins, pastel by Sarony, of New 
York; Hon. Edward Everett, by Asher Brown Durand; Mrs. Ed- 
ward Everett, by Gambadella; and Charlotte Brooks Everett (later 
Mrs. Henry Augustus Wise) , by George P. A, Healy. 

Portrait of Surgeon Baily Washington, jr., United States Navy 
(1787-1854), artist not given. Lent by Miss Alice il. Reading, his 
granddaughter. 

O C3 

Portrait of Miss Ellen Day Hale, by Mrs. Margaret W. Lesley 
Bush-Brown. Lent by the artist. 

Christ in the Temple, by J. B. Tiepolo ; The Doctor's Visit, by Jan 
Steen; Dedham Vale, by John Constable; and A Young Dutch Girl, 
by N. Drost. Lent by Mr. Ralph Cross Johnson. 

Portrait of Mrs. Charles Eames, by Gambadella. Lent by Mrs. 
A. Gordan-Cumming. 

Portrait of George Washington, by Rembrandt Peale; portrait of 
John Van Schaick Lansing Pruyn, by Charles Loring Elliott. Lent 
by the Hon. Charles S. Hamlin. 

Seven Cameos — the Pickering Dodge collection. Leiit by Mr^ 
Charles W. Rae. 

Portrait bust (bronze) of Maj. Gen. George Owen Sqiiier, Chief 
Signal Officer, United States Army, by Moses Wainer Dykaar. Lent 
by General Squier. 

Portrait bust (marble) of the late Senator Justin Smith Morrill 
of Vermont, by Preston Powers. Lent b}^ Dr. Charles L. Swan 
through Senator W. P. Dillingham. 

Statue of Pan (white marble). Lent by Brig. Gen. Georo-e P 
Scriven, United States Army. ^ 

DISTRIBUTION. 

Loans hare been withdrawn by the owners as follows: Full-leno-th 
portrait of George AVushington, by AAdlford S. Conrow, returned’to 
Mr. Conrow on his request. Athena, attributed to Simon De Vos 
was withdrawn by Miss May Warner. ’ 

In Isovember, 1920, five paintings, the property of the National 
Gallery, by five living American artists, were lent to the American 
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Federation of Arts to be associated with twelve other notable paint- 
ings from other sources on an exhibition circuit, which included 
Davenport, Iowa ; Moline, Mich. ; Syracuse, N. Y. ; Memphis, Tenn. ; 
Oklahoma City, Okla. ; Jackson, Mich.; and Ann Arbor, Mich. The 
five paintings — Caresse Enfantine, by Mary Cassatt; A Family of 
Birches, by Willard Metcalfe; The White Parasol, by Robert Reid; 
November, by Dwight Tryon; and Southwesterly Gale, by Frederick 
J. Waugh — were returned to the gallery near the close of the fiscal 
year. 

Mrs. xViigusta H. Saint-Gaudens withdrew her bust of Lincoln for 
a Saint-Gaudens exhibit at the Carnegie Institute, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
in the early part of 1921. It was returned to the gallery at the close 
of the exhibit. 

THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART COMMISSION. 

An important forward step in the development of the gallery was 
made during the year. On May 27, 1921, the Board of Regents of 
the Institution, having the future of the gallery in mind, took the 
initial steps in the establishment of the National Gallery of Art 
Commission, formulating a plan of organization and naming the 
following board to take the steps necessary to its elaboration : 

Public men interested in fine arts : W. K. Bixby, Joseph H. Gest, 
Charles Moore, James Parmelee, Herbert L. Pratt. 

Experts: John E. Lodge, Frank Jewett Mather, jr., Charles A. 
Platt, Edward W. Redfield. 

Artists: Herbert Adams, Edwin H. Blashfield, Daniel Chester 
French, Gari Melchers, William H. Holmes. 

Dr. Charles D. Walcott, secretary of the Institution, was named a 
member of the commission ex officio. 

The primary functions of the commission are “ to promote the 
administration, development, and utilization of the National Gal- 
lery of Art. including the acquisition of material of high quality 
representing the fine arts; and the stud}’ of the best methods of ex- 
hibiting material to the public and its utilization for instruction.” 

At the first meeting of the commission, June 8. the organization 
was completed and committees were appointed to take charge of 
the various branches of the work. These are : Executive committee, 
Charles Moore (chairman), Herbert Adams, Daniel Chester French. 
W. H. Holmes (secretary), James Parmelee, and Charles D. Walcott: 
advisory committee (chairman to be named) , Herbert Adams. Edwin 
H. Blashfield. W. H. Holmes, Gari Melchers, Charles A. Platt, and 
Edward W. Kedfield; and 12 special committees: (a) On ancient 
European paintings, Frank Jewett Mather, jr., chairman; (h) on 
prints excepting the oriental, James Parmelee, chairman; (r) on 
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sculpture. Herbert Adams, chairman; (d) on xiinerican paintings, 
Edward AV. Eediiekl, chairman; (e) on mural paintings, Edwin H. 
Blashfield, chairman; (/') on ceramics, Joseph E. Gest, chairman: 
(ff) on oriental art, John E. Lodge, chairman; (A) on modern Euro- 
pean art. Gari iMelchers, chairman; (/) on architecture, Charles xV. 
Platt, chairman; (j) on portrait gallery, Herbert L. Pratt, chair- 
man; (k) on textiles, , chairman; and on building. 

Charles Moore, chairman. The executive committee met and or- 
ganized on June 17, 1921, and at the close of the year considera])le 
progress had been made in the organization of the special committees. 

The value of the National Gallery collections already in hand is 
estimated at several million dollars, their acquirement being due en- 
tirely to the generous attitude of American citizens toward the 
National Gallery of Art, no single work of pajnting or scidnture 
now in its possession having been acquired by purchase. It can 
hardly be doubted that vrlien a building is jirovided in which contri- 
butions can be cared for, and exliibited to the public in the manner 
they deserve, many collectors seeking a permanent home for their 
treasures will welcome the opportunity of placing them in the cus- 
tody of a national institution. The providing of a suitable building 
for the gallery is all that is necessary to make Washington in the 
years to come an art center fully worthy of the Nation. 

The act of Congress establishing the institution provided for a 
department or gallery of the fine arts and limited its scope to paint- 
ings, sculpture, engravings, and architectural designs — limitations 
which experience has shown lack elastirity. since tiie fine arts extend 
in various directions into other fields of culture. The chief difiicultv 
in confining the collections to this narrow field is tlnit, vrliile the 
institution has depended, and must depenrl very largely, on gifts and 
bequests for its development, these gifts and bequests contain a large 
percentage of art material quite out:;ide of the limitations indicated, 
as illustrated in the Freer, the Harriet Lane Johnson, and the Pell 
collections. It would thus appear tliat the gallery may well antiei- 
})ate that when a building is provided for art, the scope of the subject 
matter will necessarily extend to all branches furnishing art ma- 
terial rising into the realm of the fine arts, as nuuufe-t]\' contem- 
plated in the organization of the gallery commission. 

A chief undertaking of the year was the preparation of an illus- 
trated catalogue of the collections, which is practirally ready for the 
printer at the close of the year. An illustrated catalogue of the 
Kalph Gross Johnson collc'-iinn of [jaiutings by old masters, written 
by Mr. George r>. Eos(‘ of Little Pock. Ark., was published in the 
Septeml)er (1920) nunibim of tlie journal. Art and Aivliaeologv (Vol. 
X, No. :i), and copies of this have been on sale during the vear in the 
room devoted to tliese works. 



RKPOliT OF THK SRCRETARV. 


51 


LIST OF PUBLICATIONS. 


la^^E ARTS. 


The National Art Committee Exhibition of War Portraits : Signing of the 
Peace Treaty, 1019, and Portraits of Distinguished Leuilers of Auierica 
and of the Allied Nations. Painted by Eminent American Artists for 
Presentation to the National Portrait Galieiy. National Gallery of Art, 
under Direction of the Smitlisoniaii Institution, Washington, D. C.. May 
5 to 22, 1921. Catalogue of the Portraits by Florence N. Levy. 30 pages 
and cover, illustrated. Irviijg Press, New York. 1921. Copyright, 1921. by 
The National Art Committee. 

Rose, George B. The Kalph Cross Johnson Collection in the Nhitional Gallery at 
Washington, D. C. 24 illustrations. Art and Archaeology, Vol. N, No. 3, 
Sept., 1920, pp. 75-110. 

A critical and appreciative review of the collection of twenty-four old 
masters of the Florentine, Bolognese, Venetian, Flemish, Dutch, and British 
schools presented to the National Gallery by Mr. Ralph Cross Johnson, of 
Washington, followed ])y an editorial announeeinent of the separate organi- 
sation of the National Gallery of Art, pp. 109-10. 

LIBKAKY— THE HUGFIES ALCOVE. 

Considerable advance was made during the year in the a-*ciinuila- 
tion of an art library, numerous art books and art periodicals havin<x 
been added to the pnblimitions previously acquired by tlio gallery. 
By the will of the Ber. Bruce Hughes, of TA?hanon, Pa., who died on 
March 20, 1916, a sum estimated at about $9,000 was bequeathed to 
the Institution, the sum so received to l:e invested and the income 
alone used to found the Hughes Alcove of the said Smithsonian 
Institute.” It is intended to devote this income to the interests of 
the National Gallery, as the Institution feels that the desire of the 
testator can most fittingly be accomplished by the establishment and 
maintenance of an alcove or section in the library oi the gallery, 
lor refenmee works on art winch shall serve as a permanent memorial 
to the founder. No part of the fund lias as yet been expended. 

GALLERY HOUSING. 

The national collection of art works so far as intrusted to the 
Smithsonian Institution, were first acconiraodiited in the Smithson- 
ian Building and later in the National Museum Building, now the 
Museum of Arts and Industries. In 1910 they were transferred 
to the central sky-lighted hall of the recently erected Museum of 
Natural Plistory. This hall was appropriately subdivided by par- 
titions for the purpose. The space thus made available is, however, 
entirely inadequate to the actual needs of the gallery, and until an 
additional building is provided expansion must he at the further 
expense of the already seriously embarrassed natural history and 
ussodated departments. 
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The art collections are open to the public on every week dtij during 
the year, holidays included, from 9 o’clock a. m. to 4.30 o’clock p. m., 
and on Sundays from 1.30 to 4.30 p. m. 

Respectfully submitted. 

W. H. Holmes, 

Director, National Gallery of Art. 

Dr. Charles D. Walcott, 

Secret ary, Smithsonian Institution. 



APPENDIX 

r.EPoirr ox the fkeer gallery of art. 

8ik: I have tho honor to submit the first anniuil report on the 
Freer fhillery of Art. for the year ending June 30, 1021. 

THE COLLECTION. 

The entire Freer collection and all other objects delivered to the 
Smithsonian Institution, Freer Gallery of Art, by tlic executors of 
the will of Charles L. Freer, reached the building by November. 
1020, and on June 15, 1021, receipt in full of all objects thus de- 
livered was formally acknowle<lgod ])y the Institution. The fol- 
lowing list is offered as an indication of the nature and number 


of the objects received. 




n'OIlKS UP AUT. 


! Cliine.'ye. 


n. 


1 Furnitiue . „ . . _ 

22 



Glass 

14 

By James McNeill Whistlei’ . 


Ivoiy, bone, hurii, and motber-uf- 


Drawiujjs . _ 

117 

pearl 

S 

En^a^ravings (wood)- 

3 

Jade and other hard btonts 

503 

Etchings, including dry-[K)iiiL-^-_ 


; Ijacqiier 

17 

Lithographs 

UH 

' ilctal woi ): : 


Tain tings — 


P.i onze 

r,7S 

Oils ^ . 

G7 

Iron _ 

19 

Waterecdot 

47 

Bewtei 


Fastols - . _ - - 

40 

' Silver- _ _ _ 

20 

re.nco<‘k room and 17 w.humioI 


! Paintings _ _ 

1. 255 

panels. 


Porterv 

48 1 

dates (copper)- _ 

3S ^ 

1 Sculpture. 


]*.y otljer artists : 


' Stone - . .. 

18.1 

Paintings — 


Wood 

13 

t)ils . 

00 

j Trvtiles - - - -., _ 

183 

Watorcoloih 

r> 



I’listels _ . . - _ 

47 

Ctipnotc. 


Silvor-point>- 

3 



PoUery 

3t 

- - - -- - 

1 

Siailptnre, bron/e __ , _ 

“ 

Metal woi k, gold __ . _ . - 

1 

Bohylonitin. 


Eayptian. 


Metal wo'k. bioii/'_ 

1 

< Bass - . , - 

1. 391 



Ivory, I)nne _ . _ 

4 

By::: mintin'’. 


Metal W’ork : 




Brnnz(' . 

7 

OryHal . 

1 

Gold 

1 

Manuscript*^, Greek Biblical, coi.i- 


Potteiy _ . . 

234 

plete and fragmentary - — 

20 

S(*u]ptill‘e : 


Metal work, gold 

8 1 

Stone - ... 

34 

Paintings, illustrations 

10 

j 

Wood 

0 

famhoilimi. 

i 

GrrrJc. 


Ivory . . . . _ . . 


Metal wo'k, hrnnzo 

o 

Metal work, hronzt*. , . . - , _ . . 

4 1 

Pottery 

1 

ifli2r(T— 2:: 


oCp 




5-1 


■VXXITAL lU'.PORT S.MITH30XTAN IXSTIXUTIOX, 102]. 


Italian. 

Furnituro 1 

I*ottery . 4 

Textiles 1 

Japanese, 

Lacquer 20 | 

Metal work : 

Bronze 42 

Iron 4 

Silver 1 

Paintings 804 

Pottery 821 

Print blocks twood) 20 

Sculpture : 

Stone 3 

WoocU . _ _ 00 ' 

Textiles 79 

Korean. 

Glass 7 

Jade and other hard stones. _ _ _ 4 

Metal work : 

Bronze 180 

Gold 0 

Silver 2 

Pottery 229 

Sculpture, stone_- _ 14 

Near Eastern and East Indian. j 

Books, illustrated IS 

Ivory 1 

Metal work : 

Bronze 3 

Silver 19 


Near Eastern and Efi'^t Indian-- ('ontd. 


Paintings 139 

Pottery 317 

Textiles-- 10 

PaJmi/ron. 

S(ulptiirfs stoin' .... 1 

Tibetan. 

Paintings -- _ 13 

Unclassifitd. 

Metal work . _ 49 

Pottery - 10 

Sculpture, stoin- - _ . _ . _ 57 

Textiles-. . . . 11 

Miscellaneous materia 1^ 50 

KTri)V ArCE^SOaiE^. 

Dies . . ^ 

Electrotype plates .. _ 107 

Library : 

Books 2, 344 

Mauusciipts .... 3 

Reproduf tions _ _ __ 170 

Rubbings _ 222 

Photographs : 

Lantern slides 3, 170 

Negatives 093 

Print blocks (wood)- . . __ 3 


Whistleriaiia. — 19 portraits of Whist- 
ler, reproductions, photogiaphs, 
clippings, Whistler letters, and 
othir documents. 

EQUIPMENT. 

Office, storage, and gallery furni- 
ture, etc _ 


Work ticconiplished during the year includes unpacking and check- 
ing the collection and placing the objects in their respective storao-e 
spaces; examination and classification of the Japanese pottery and 
Chinese loaintings; urgently needed restoration v^ork on 27 oil paint- 
ings; renumbering, measuring and cataloguing of the entire col- 
lection. This latter task, though well under way, is by no means 
completed. 

ACQUISITIONS BY DUllCnASE:. 

Sculpture, .stone : 

Chinese, periort of the Six Dynasties. Two larae slabs carve.] m i-ijo-ii j^lief 
with Buddhist scenes. 

Uhiiie^^e, T’ang? A tiger. 

riioto^raphie nesatives— 70, representing object.^ in the Freer cllootion. 


RLTLDIXG AXD IXSTALL.^TIOX. 


The principal work accomplished dnrinfr the year includes com- 
pletion of certain electrical equipment and of pallerv equipment siK'h 
as register faces, pipe rails, and skylight glass: the installation of 
two additional lavatories and a carpenter's workshop; the provision 
of a.sbestos screens for tlie windows of the peacock room to prevent 
condensation of moisture on the glass; the building of partitions in 
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study room 2 ; the construction of storage cases for Chinese and Japa- 
nese panel pictures, for pottery, and for stone sculpture. Still under 
way is the rebuilding of the dais in gallery 18 ; the recoloring of the 
gallery walls throughout ; the construction of storage bags and boxes 
for Japanese screens. 

Early in June, the Institution formally and with certain reserva- 
tions accepted the building from the architect, Mr. Charles A. Platt. 

Thanks are due Mr. Stephen AVarring, to whose care in packing 
and unpacking the collection may be attributed the transference of 
the whole from Detroit to the storages of the Freer Gallery without 
a mishap; Prof. Edward S. Morse for his expert opinion on the 
Japanese pottery; Mr. H. E. Thompson for his skillful work of 
restoration on the AA'histler oil paintings ; and, above all, Miss 
Ehoades and Miss Guest, both of the staff, without whose constant 
devotion to the Freer Gallery and its every interest, most of the 
progress here recorded would have been impossible. 

Kespectfull}^ submitted. 

J. E. Lodge, 

Curator^ Freer Gallery of Art. 

Dr. Charles D. AAAlcott, 

Secretai'y^ Smithsonian Institution, 



APPENDIX 4. 

REPOliT OM THE BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETIINOLOOY. 


Sii; : 111 rospunse to your request. I have the honor to submit the 
loRowiiui report on the held researches, office work, and otlier opera- 
tions of the Bureau of American Ethnology during the fiscal year 
ended June 30. 1!}21. conducted in accordance with the act of Con- 
gress approved June 5, 1920. The act referred to contains the fol- 
lo^Yirl£r item : 

Ainurican ethnolo-y : For eoiitinuini: otlinol*».uical rostRU’clu's inMoiiR 
Anp'ricnn Indians and the natives of Hawaii, inclndinp: tlie oNcavation and 
preservation of arclieolo^ic remains, under the direction of the Smithsonian 
InstitulioiE includin^^ necessary employees and the purchase of necessary books 
and periodicals, .$44,000. 

In the expenditure of this money the chief has tried to cover the 
field as economically as possible and to broaden the researclies of 
the l)nreau staff in order to include as many stocks of Indians as 
the limited appropriation will allow. The science of etluiolo^y is 
so compreliensive and its proldems so numerous and intricate that 
to do tliis scientifically is extremely difficult. Work has been done 
(311 the Alironquian, Iro(|uois, various memliers of the iMuskho^'cau 
stock, Kiowa. Pueblo, Osage, Pawnee, and others. I'he plan of 
Avork embraces many different aspects of the cultural life of tlie 
Indians, including their languages, social and religicais customs, 
music, mythology, and ritual. 

Eesearches have lieen made on the condition of tlu^ Indians in their 
alioriirinal state before nr directly after the advent of the Europeans 
and the desire has 1-een to increase the relative amount of fiehhAvork. 
Ar(‘h(‘(dogical explorations have been pro-e^aited in Texa<, ^lis.woui'i, 
'Teunessee, Kentucky. Colorado, Ncav Mexico, and tlie Tfawaiiau 
Islands. This line of study is de.'^tined it) iv'< ome ilio mo-t po]>ular 
in antiu’opology, and publications on the '-ubject are always eagerly 
sought l)y the correspondents of the bureau. 

To the devel(3pnu*nt in rei-ent yeai’s of the VAowim-wt knoAvn as 

S(M'‘ Ameri(;a Fir>t we owe in pai t the creation ot a huiaaiu of tlie 
Department of the Intmaor called the Xationa! Park Service. Tu(*i- 
dentally tlie movement has stimuhitcfl a desire for researeh in botli 
ethnology and archeology. SeA’oral monunieuts and one national 
park liave been ^ct aside i>y pre'-ifhmtial iuoehunation to [)reserve 
56 
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Indian relics which they contain. The main attractions of most of 
these reserves are ancient buildings more or less dilapidated and 
buried underground, and to increase their educational value it is 
necessary that they be excavated under the supervision of men trained 
in the scientitic methods of the archeologist. They should also be 
repaired by equally competent hands. This work is now being shared 
with other institutions, but it is desirable that the Bureau of Ameri- 
can Ethnology should continue to occupy a very prominent place in 
this work, in which it was the pioneer, as its appropriation veas made 
in part for this service. 

While the majority of these monuments axT prehistoric cliff dwell- 
ings or pueblos situated in our Southwest, there are others of equal 
interest in other parts of the country. For instance, among the most 
instructive of these monuments is the Kasaan Monument, an aban- 
doned Ilaida village situated in Alaska. This Aullage has many of 
the old totem poles, several " grave houses,’' and other buildings 
still standing, but rapidly going into ruin, liable to be destroyed by 
fire or by vandals. It is very desirable that steps should be taken 
to preserve this deserted town and that ethnological studies be made 
before these relics are lost to science. The bureau is also contributing 
its part, in an unobtrusive manner, in the efforts to preserve Cahokia. 
the largest aboriginal mound in North America. 

In his previous reports the chief has annually called attention to 
the time consumed by the staff in ansvrering correspondence asking 
information regarding xVmerican ethnology and related subjects. 
Some of these letters re(|uest elementary knowledge, others demand 
more or less research. Whether for the one or the other purpose, 
they often necessitate investigation and absorb considerable time, 
which tends to distract the attention of the experts from intensive 
scientitic research, thus causing the scientific output to be reduced 
to a greater or less degree. The chief regards this aspect of the 
work of the bureau as a very important one and indicative of the 
rc'-pect in which the bureau is Indd by its correspondents. For this 
reason replies have been prepared with great care, so that they may 
])c reliable and authoritative. 


FIKIJ) UKSKAUrUKS OF THK STAFF. 

d’wo i!iem])ers of the stuff, the chief and Dr. Truman ?tIi(‘hcDou, 
engaged in riehl exploration at some time dnrina’ the year. 

During the past year the chief made three visits to the Mesa Verde 
National Park, Colo.; one in July and August and another in Novem- 
ber. 1920. On the second visit he was the guest of IMr. Stephen T. 
xMatlier, Director of the National Park Service, ilr. F. A. Wad- 
leiglu general passenger agent of the Denver .'c Kio Oramle Pailroad, 
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and other gentlemen. The object of this visit -was an inspection of 
past work in the park and formulation of plans for the future. The 
work in July and August was a continuation of cooperative work 
of the Bureau of American Ethnologj’^ and the National Park Service, 
with an allotment by the latter for the excavation and repair ox the 
ruins in the park. A third visit was made in May and June, 1921. 
at the expense of the bureau. 

In the report for 1920 attention was called to the beginning of the 
work of excavating a ruin known as Painted House, which is situated 
near the head of Fewkes Canyon, 2-h miles south of Spruce Tree 
Camp. The result of this work, which was not finished at the close 
of last year, intensified the suspicion that this large cliff building 
was used for some communal purpose, and that it was connected with 
the worship of fire. The further excavation of this ruin was con- 
tinued in July, when the floor of a great court was laid bare, veri- 
fying this suspicion and giving undoubted evidence of the existence 
of a large fireplace in the middle of the court. Taken in connection 
with other evidence, the statement that this Avas a building devoted 
to fire worship is practically proA^en. Fire Temple, as it may be 
designated, was completely excavated and its Avails repaired. Lad- 
ders were so placed as to make it accessible to the public. 

To facilitate the opening of Fire Temple to visitors, a road w^as 
constructed- along the southern rim of Fewkes Canyon, ending in 
what is now called Sun Point, from which a magnificent vicAv can be 
obtained of Sun Temple, Cliff Palace, and other important ruins of 
the Mesa. The importance of this road is reilected by its popu- 
larity ; it is now the most frequented road on the park. Its construc- 
tion also opened to visitors tAVO little-knoAvn ruins near Fire Temple, 
one of which has been known for several years as Oak-tree House and 
the other as Fire Temple House. The walls of the latter were deeply 
buried, but were completely excavated, bringing to light a most inter- 
esting cliff dAvelling, Avith kivas in a loAver and storage rooms in an 
upper caA^e. A number of large ollas and a feAV unique specimens of 
black and white pottery and other artifacts Avere found in this ruin. 
The indications are that this Avas the dwelling and granary of the 
Ncav Fire clan or of the priests who controlled the ceremonies in the 
Fire Temple. The ventilator of one kiva of this cliff dAvellimr re- 
sembled those of iSun Temple. 

Oak-tree House lies in a symmetrical caAU in full si<dit of Sun 
Point Road, about midway betAA^een Fire Temple and Sun Temple 
The excavation of this ruin, which has unique features, was com- 
pleted in September, and it is noAV in condition for inspection by 
visitors. A trail was constructed along the top of the talus con- 
necting the ruins in Fewkes Canyon and ladders placed on the rim 
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of the canyon, making access to the ruins easy. These ladders follow 
the Indian trails, formed of foot holes cut in the perpendicular walls 
of the cliff. 

One of the most interesting results of work in July, 1920, was 
the excavation of a tower situated in the cedars about a mile north 
of Spruce-tree Camp, and described in 1892 by Baron G. Norden- 
skiold. This tower, which will in the future be called Cedar-tree 
Tower, enlarges our knowledge of the use of towers, as it is a type 
of a large number of these structures found on the Mesa Verde 
and in McElino and Yellow jacket Canyons. The special feature of 
this type before excavation is indicated by a saucer-like depression 
on the surface of the ground south of the walls above ground. The 
significance of this depression was unknown previously to the work 
here mentioned. It marks the existence of a circular subterranean 
kiva which once had a vaulted roof and pilasters like those repeat- 
edly described in cliff-house kivas. This tower was completely 
repaired and a road built around it to make it accessible to tourists. 

In his field-work at Mesa Verde 30 years ago Baron Nordenskidld, 
whose Clift* Dvvellers of the Mesa Verde has become a classic, par- 
tially excavated a ruin in Soda Canyon about half a mile north of 
Cedar-tree Tower. The approach to this cliff dwelling was very 
difficult, but has been much improved by a trail constructed under the 
direction of the chief, making this ruin readily accessible, aided by 
several ladders where necessary. 

The attractive feature of this ruin is a kiva the inner wall of 
which still retains on its plastering decorations almost as brilliant 
as vv hen they were first made. On this account Euin 9,” as it was 
formerly called, will be referred to in the future as Painted Kiva 
House. The decoration consists of a red dado below and wdiite 
above, with triangles in clusters of three at intervals on the upper 
border of the dado. These decorations are identical wdth those on 
the court and rooms of Fire Temple and those used by the Hopi in 
decorating their walls 30 years ago. The row of dots which accom- 
panies this mural decoration is also a common feature on the archaic 
black and white pottery from Step House, one of the most ancient 
cliff dwellings on the park. 

Many specimens were found in Painted Kiva House, among which 
may be mentioned pottery, stone implements, metates, axes and celts, 
bone needles, fabrics, sandals and problematic wooden objects. Sev- 
eral ears of corn with kernels intact, seeds of squash and pumpkin, 
and abundant cornstalks and shucks loft no doubt of tlie food of 
the inhabitants. A fragment of the so-called paper bread called 
by the Hopi piki, possibly over 500 years old, found at the bottom 
of an Oak-tree House kiva, allays any doubt on this point. 
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Future field-work on the Mesa Verde ought to be especially di- 
rected to the study of the relation of the Earth Lodge culture and 
that of the pueblo, in which is included the cliff dwellings and 
pueblos on top of the mesa. Both are characterized by distinctive 
pottery as well as architecture, although the essential features of 
the former are not very well known. Aztec and the Chaco ruins have 
local differences from the Mesa Verde, but it is not known which 
area first lost its population. Both populations flourished at about 
the same time, and it is believed the cliff dwellings on the Mesa- 
Verde were older than the community houses of the Chaco Canyon. 

In IMay, 1021. the chief resumed his work on the Mesa Verde, 
remaining there until the close of the fiscal year. During this time 
he completed the excavation of Far View House, and protected with 
a cement groat the tops of about two-thirds of all the walls of rooms. 

About 3S5 feet north of Far View House, on higher land, in about 
the center of the cluster of 16 mounds that are included in the 
Mummy Lake group, the excavation of a most interesting building 
wholly buried under fallen walls was begun. Enough work was done 
to show that it is a remarkable type of building, consisting of a 
(*entral circular tower with several subterranean rooms or kivas on 
the south side, overlooking a large cemetery. It has all the appear- 
jiiice of a necropolis of the ( luster, and important results await its 
final excavation. Unfortunately work on this numnd had to be sus- 
pended at the close of the fiscal year. 

The Mummy Lake cluster of mounds is a typical village and is 
duplicated again and again on the mesa and the surrounding valley*-^. 
The complete village consists of buildings of several forms and func- 
tions, isolated or united, although the components are largely habita- 
tions of the unit type. Evidently the tower, with its accompanying*- 
kivas and cemetery, was the necropolis but not a habitation. The 
spade alone can divine the true meaning of members of this group. 

In iMay the to])S of all the walls of Sun Temple were recemented 
with groat to protect the walls from snow and rain, a work of no 
small magnitude. 

During the entire year Mr. James iMooney. ethnologist, remained 
in the office, engaged in formulating replies to ethiioh^gic impiirios 
and in digesting matcidal from former western field seasons. Xo 
new material was collected or completed. His work durimr the win- 
ter was inleiTupted hy a j)eri()d of serious illness. 


During the last ii-cai year Dr. Jolm B. Swaiitou. ethiio](Mdst 
practically completed the proof reading of Bulletin 73. Early Historv 
of theCre(*k Indians and Their Neighbors, whicli is iio\.- iroina* thnjindi 
the pi*e-s. Th‘ aho (‘opied the Kn:i^ati whirli coHected^a 
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lew years ago, and completed the extraction of words from tliese 
texts, of which a beginning was made last year. 

Doctor S wanton has added a few hundred cards to his material 
bearing on the economic basis of American Indian life, and has gone 
over Mr. James Marie's paper on the (’eremonies of the Pawnee twice, 
in order to make certain necessary changes in the phonetic symbols 
emplo 3 ^ed. He has also devoted some time to studies of the Alabama, 
llitchiti, and Muskogee languages. 

Doctor Swanton aho continued the ])ieparation of a paper on the 
Social Organization and Social Customs of the Indians of the Creek 
Confederacy, covering over TOO manuscript pages. 

During the entire fiscal year ilr. J. N. B. Hewitt, ethnologist, was 
engaged in office work. His lirst work was devoted to the completion 
of tlie preparation by retyping of the Onondaga texts of the second 
part of the Iroquoian Cosmology, the first part having appeared in 
the T went} -first Annual Eeport of the Bureau. Not only is the 
orthography of a large number of the native terms being standard- 
ized to conform in spelling with the other Iroquoian texts recorded 
])y Mr. Hewitt but the statements and ])hrasing of numerous pas- 
sages are also amplified or amended in such manner as to utilize in- 
formation obtained Iw Mr. Hewitt >-ince the re(*or<[ing oi the original 
texts. 

Mr. Hewitt also took advantage of the opportunit}" presented by 
the presence in Washington of Mr. George Gaboosa, a mixed-blood 
Chippewa Indian of Garden Kiver, Ontario, Canada, who speaks 
both Chippewa and Ottawa dialects of Algonquian, by securing hi< 
aid in revising and translating a number of Ottawa texts supplied in 
1000 by John Aliscogeon, an Ottawa mixed-blood, then in Washing- 
ton, D. C. These texts are either myths or traditions embodying 
myths. Gaboosa supplied the Chippewa versions of these stories. 

In addition to this work he supplied interlinear translations to all the 
texts. The following is a list of these texts: The ^lyth of Xana- 
bozho’s Mother; Living Men Visit the Sky-Land: The Myth of Sum- 
mer and Winter; The Myth of Daylight-iMaker, or Daymaker; The 
Myth of Xanabozho. 

Mr. Hewitt is at Avork on some material relating to the general 
culture of the Mu.ddiogeau peoples, especially that relating to the 
Creeks and the Clioctacv. In 1SSDS2 Maj. J. W. PoAvell begun to 
collect and record this matter at first hand from ^Ir. L. (’. Perryman 
and Gen. Pleasant Porter, both well versed in the native customs, be- 
lief, culture, and social organization of their peoples. Mr. Hewitt 
assisted in this compilation and recording. In this way he became 
familiar with Ibis material, which Avas laid aside for lack of careful 
revision, and a purtion of Avliich has been lost; but as there is still 
mueii that is \alual)le and not available in ju'lnt it ayus <l{H*U!etl \vi<e 
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to prepare the matter for publication, especially in view of the fact 
that the objective activities treated in these records no longer form 
a part of the life of the Miiskliogean peoples, and so can not be ob- 
tained at first hand. 

In adclitiion to this material, it is designed to add as supplemen- 
tary matter some Creek tales and mythic legends collected by Mr. 
Jeremiah Curtin. 

The following brief list of topics treated may give some idea of 
the nature of these field notes: ‘‘Towns and clan lists,” “Crime 
and murder,” “ The government of the clan,” “ The town government 
or organization of a town,” “ The council square,” The chief,” “ The 
system of councils,” “ The clan,” “ The ranks and the titles of persons,” 
“ The busk or puskita,” “ Medicine practices,” “ Names and naming,” 
“ Festivals,” “ Marriage customs,” “ Insanity,” “ Prophets,” “ Souls 
or spirits,” “Mythic notes,” and the short list of tales collected by 
Mr. Curtin. Much of the material here recorded is not available 
either in any other manuscript or in print. 

Mr. Francis La Flesche, ethnologist, devoted nearly all of his time 
to putting into book form his notes for the second volume of his 
work on the Osage tribe. This task was twice interrupted by the 
reading of the galley and the page proofs of the first volume. 

The second volume is nearing completion and embraces two ver- 
sions of an ancient rite entitled “ No'^'-zhi^'-zho^ "Wa-tho'', Songs of 
the Rite of Vigil.” Up to this date the completed part of this manu- 
script, exclusive of the illustrations, contains 5S2 typew'ritten pages. 

Sho°'-ge-mo'"-i'^, who gave the No^'-zlii'^-zho^ ritual of his gens, 
the Tsi'-zhii Wa-shta-ge, died in the autumn of 1919. He was the 
fourth to die of the old men wdio aided in the recording of the 
ancient tribal rites of the Osage. Two old men died before the time 
set by them to give the ceremonials of their gentes arrived. Sho'^'-ge- 
remarked, as he was recording the child-naming ritual, to be 
published in a later volume, “ The Osage people are fast dying out 
since they abandoned the supplicatory rites formulated by their au- 
cesters.” 

The beginning of the fiscal year found Mr. J. P. Harrington, eth- 
nologist, engaged in the preparation of his material on the langiiao^e 
of the Kiowa Indians. The entire material was copied, collated, and 
analyzed, and constitutes a manuscript of more than l,00i) pa<^es. 

Kiowa is a typical Tano-Kiowan dialect, closely related in pho- 
netics, vocabulary, and structure with the Tanoan languages of New 
Mexico. This proves again, as in the case of the Hopi, that culture 
areas cut across linguistic ones. The Tano-Kiowan is furthermore 
genetically related to the Keresan and Zufiian groups of New Mexico 
also to the Shoshonean, and certain languages of California. Mr' 
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Harrington has in hand a comparative study of these languages 
■which is very bulky. 

Upon finishing the manuscript of the Kiowa paper, ilr. Harring- 
ton took up the Taos material, aided by a set of excellent texts dic- 
tated by Mr. R. Vargas, and comprising 400 typewritten pages. He 
finished this for publication before the close of the fiscal year. 

On July 1, 1920, Dr. Truman Michelson, ethnologist, was at Tama, 
Iowa, engaged in researches among the Sauk and Fox of that State 
and preparing for publication by the Bureau a manuscript entitled 
‘‘The xVutobiography of a Fox Indian Woman,’' as far as practical 
in the field. A good deal of the work on this had been done in the 
previous fiscal year. Xear the close of July he left for Saskatchewan, 
Canada, where he made a reconnaissance of the Plains Cree at File 
Hills Agency. From his study it appears that physically the Plains 
Cree have a cephalic index of about 79, thus belonging to the so-called 
Mississippi Valley type of North American Indian, which confirms 
the results of Doctor Boas’s work many years ago. Linguistically 
Cree clearly belongs to the central division of Algonquian languages, 
but it is not as archaic as has usually been believed. The folklore 
and mythology here show from an analysis of the culture cycle that 
both woodland and plains elements are to be found, as well as a few 
plateau elements. Ethnologically w’e have the same combination, 
save that plateau elements are lacking. 

Doctor Michelson returned to IVashington at the close of August, 
where he completed the autobiography mentioned above, and in 
January submitted the manuscript for publication by the bureau. 
The remainder of his time at Washington was spent working out 
English translations of various Fox texts written in the current syl- 
labary on mortuary customs and observances, as well as one or two 
folk tales. 

Doctor Michelson left Washington in the latter part of May, 1921, 
to renew his researches among the Sauk and Fox of Iowa. Arriving 
at Tama near the end of the month, Doctor Michelson spent nearly 
all his time on the Fox mortuary customs and observations, mentioned 
above, wuth a view to their publication by the bureau. The Indian 
texts were restored phonetically, the translations corrected where 
needed, a grammatical analysis begun, and additional data secured, 
so that with the close of the fiscal year only about two weeks more 
field-work was necessary to complete the preparation of the volume 
so far as practical in the field. He took advantage of a favorable 
opportunity just before the end of the year to obtain data on the 
society called “Ki-wa-ka-mo A-ld.” 

While in the field and also in the office Doctor Michelson cor- 
rected proofs of Bulletin 72, The Owl Sacred Pack of the Fox 
Indians. 
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SPECIAL RESEAIKJf IKS. 

Four manuscripts have been submitted duriiio* the year, entitled 
"‘Papago Sonus,” “Legend Music of the Papago,” “Songs Con- 
nected Witli Expeditions to Obtain Salt,” and “ Viikita and Wakita 
Ceremonies of the Papago.'' This material comprises 148 pages of 
text. To transcriptions of songs (with phonograidiic records and 
technical analyses), and 27 photographic illustrations. 

Special researches in the field Avere conducted by iMiss Frances 
Densmorc, Mr. W. E. ]Myer, Prof. J. E. Pearce, Mr. Gerai'd Fowke, 
and iMr. J. A. Jeancon. 

In September Miss Densmore resumed her work on Papago music, 
and in December, 1920, returned to the Papago Peservation in Ari- 
zona, where she had Avorked a fcAA^ months previously. She revisited 
San XaAuer, but her work centered at Sells, formerly called Indian 
Oasis, but noAV tlie location of the Papago agency. Trips Avere made 
from there to Santa Eosa Aillage, in the extreme north, and to 
Vomari Aullage, in tlie extreme south of the reservation, Plioto- 
graphs, specimens, and records of songs were obtained at these 
places. 

The principal subject of study at this time vras tlie belief of tlie 
Papago in supernatural agemries controlling their food siipplv. 
Information Avas obtained regarding two ceremonies connecteil AAith 
this belief; i. e., the making and drinking of “cactus wine,’' and the 
Viikita. Xumerous songs connectml Avitli tliese ceremonies Avere 
recorded. 

Other classes of songs not previously recorded among the Papago 
were those received in dreams, ihose sung on expeditions to obtain 
salt, and those connected with stories told to children; also songs for 
success in the kicking-ball race and in hunting. Songs of war and 
of medicine Avere recorded, as Avell as others concerning the deeds of 
Elder Brother and including songs he Avas said to have sung after 
creating the spirits, Avinds, and clouds. Mention mav be made of a 
song that Avas said to have been sung in order to produce the deatlj 
of an aged AAmman. It Avas said that “her grandsons decided to kill 
her by means of a song.” as her advanced age made her an incum- 
brance to them, ilany songs have been recorded Avhose tmrpose 
was to procure health, but this is the first instance of a son<>* in- 
tended to (‘uuso death. xVn important phase of the musical work was 
the hearing of a certain class of very old dance songs, a portion of 
Avhicli Avas in three parts, i. e.. the voices of the men, the voices of the 
women singing the same melody an octave higher, and tlie voices of 
two or three women singing (for a lirlef period) a sHlI Ifioiier parL 
different from tlie melody. Tliis song was accompanied by the shak- 
ing of a gourd ]‘attle and tlie striking* of a ])asket druin, also by 
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btaiupiii^;: tJi(i feet, whieli is the most primitive manner of marking- 
time. This dance is seldom held at the present time, but was wit- 
nessed on the desert late Christmas night. 

As a development of the year's work Miss Deiismore notes the im- 
portance of recognizing estheticism as a factor in Indian music. Her 
analyses have shown the presence of tones whose interval distances 
correspond to those of the first, second, third, and fourth upper par- 
tial tones of a fundamental. Thus, in a portion of his melody, the 
Indian appears to find satisfaction in intervals which are under 
natural laws. Apart from these tones and intervals it appears, from 
the evidence in hand, that his choice of tonal material is controlled 
)\v a sense of pleasure rather than by keys or ‘‘ modes/’ 

Miss Densmore continued work on her manuscript entitled 
Chippewa Arts and Customs.'’ Tabulations of the botanical por- 
tions of this book were made as follows: Lists of botanical names 
with bibliography, showing the uses of these plants by other tribes ; 
lists of plants used as food, dyes, charms, and for general utility. 
Miss Densmore made more than 100 blue prints of birch-bark trans- 
parencies, showing a wide variety of interesting patterns. These 
transparencies are made by folding thin birch bark and indenting it 
with the teeth, the bark. Avhen unfolded and held toward the light, 
revealing the pattern. This form of Chippewa art is almost extinct 
at the present time. 

In September and October ^fr. IV. E. Mycr. of Xashville, Tenn., 
excav\ated, under the auspices of the bureau, Indian village sites on 
the Gordon farm near Brentwood, Davidson County, Tenn., and also 
the Fewkes Group at Boiling Spring Academy, Williamson County, 
in the same State. The remains of an old Indian town at the Gordon 
site had walls and towers verv similar to those of Bacaha. visited by 
De Soto in 1541, The walls covered an area of 11.2 acres. 

When the former inhabitants for some unknown reason abandoned 
this si^e they appear to have left nearly all the buildings si ill stainl- 
ing. The locality was never again C‘ccupied or disturbed, but gradu- 
ally the buildings of the silent and deserted town decaye<l, and what- 
ever vestiges were not destroyed by the elements were slowly buried 
under a layer of black loam, which is now from 14 to 20 inches <leep. 

In the course of time the site of the buried village gradually 
l)e(*ame a lieautiful grassy glade, set here and there with giant forest 
trees. The charm of the site appealed to one of the first white set- 
tlers. wlio l)uilt his home liore and preserved the grassv glade for a 
lawn. Xo one suspoGed tliat an ancient Indian tovru was Iving 
buried a few inches beneath the surface; but ou the surface of this 
imdisturbeil lawn there were very faint saucer-shaped depressions 
and other evidences marking the sites of about 125 dwellings. 
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When the accumulated superficial black loam was removed from 
some of these circular depressions floors made of hard packed clay 
were brought to light. Some of these floors were very pleasing to 
the eye, being covered with a smoothed and polished coating of fine 
black, glossy material. The stone slab tops of the coffins of little 
children were exposed here and there, projecting an inch or two above 
the level of the floor. 

xV building was uncovered in the center of which was an altar 
filled with the pure white ashes of the ancient perpetual fire. The 
neighboring buildings were dwellings with fire beds used for do- 
mestic cooking. Stone metates, mullers, and other utensils used for 
household purposes were likewise found on the floors of these rooms. 

;Mr. Myer also explored an unnamed group of five mounds and a 
surrounding village site at Boiling Spring xVcademy in Williamson 
County, Tenn. At the request of many citizens of Tennessee he gave 
this the name of Fewkes Group in honor of Dr. J. Walter Fewkes, 
Chief of the Bureau of xVmerican Ethnology, who had visited the site, 
recognized its importance, and caused it to be explored. 

Archeological field work was carried on by Prof. J. E. Pearce, of 
the University of Texas, in cooperation with the bureau. The area 
examined is situated in the vicinity of the city of Athens, in Hender- 
son County, and during this work Professor Pearce received many 
courtesies from Judge A. B. Watkins, who has long manifested an 
interest in the archeology of the region. Professor Pearce finds that 
the eastern Texas region contains numerous mounds, village sites, 
and burial places, the objects from which are quite different from 
those found in the central and western portions of Texas. Three 
interesting mounds on the Morrall farm, 4 miles east of Cherokee 
County, were investigated. The highest of these mounds measures 
80 feet across the base and 45 feet above the level of the base. The 
second mound is 180 feet long by To feet wide, but is only 15 feet 
high. Most of the mounds in the neighborhood of xVthens have been 
plowed over and have no regularity in form. Several mounds situ- 
ated in Harrison County, particularly those on the farm of Mr. Lane 
Mitchell, of Marshall, were examined and remains of earth lodges 
discovered, in the floor of which are central fire pits. These are 
probably recent. Xumerous other sites were explored, vieldino- col- 
lections of pottery, stone implements, and other objects illustrating 
the life of the prehistoric aborigines of eastern Texas. Everythin^- 
found implies that the Indians of this region lived in settled viL 
lages, were agriculturists, and made pottery of a high grade of 
excellence. Their culture was higher than that of the Indians who 
occupied the central region of Texas, investigated in 1919, 
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With a small allotment, Mr. J. A. Jeaiicon carried on important 
archeolop:ical work on a ruin at Llano, near Eancho cle Taos, N. Mex.. 
and obtained a valuable collection from a locality not represented in 
the Museum. 

The architectural features and relations of the kiva and secular 
rooms of this ruin recall those of the cliff dwellings and pueblos of 
the Mesa Verde. The circular subterranean kiva that was excavated 
proved to he almost identical with a typical Mesa Verde kiva, veri- 
fying the legends that the modern Taos Indians are a mixed type 
containing Pueblo elements, probably of northern origin. 

This kiva was embedded in house walls not free from secular 
buildings as in modern Taos and shoAved evidences of tAVO occupa- 
tions, or one Idva built inside another. It had no pilasters for tlie 
support of a vaulted roof, but there Avere in the floor four upright 
posts upon which a flat roof formerly rested. In the floor AA^as an 
excellent fireplace and a plastered pit the purpose of Avhich is prob- 
lematical. 

Mr. Jeancon’s work attracted wide attention, and many persons 
visited the site while he was at work. Members of the chamber of 
commerce in Taos declared their intention to protect the excavated 
Avails ])y means of a shed. 

The chief visited the ruin before excavuition began and inspected 
the excaA^ations after thev^ had been completed. 

Mr. Gerard Fowke represented the bureau at the meeting of the 
Pan Pacific Congress in Honolulu and made a special study of the 
archeologv" of the Hawaiian Islands. He found that all the aborogi- 
nal rem.ains on the islands are the work of the present Flawaiian race, 
indicating that AA^hen the earliest of these people came there the islands 
Avere without inhabitants. Xo archeological evidences were found of 
any prehistoric population : and, so far as can be ascertained, excava- 
tions would not result in the discovery of any specimens essentially 
different from those that can be seen on the surface or may be found 
slightly covered by A^ery recent natural accumulation. At the same 
time, as all the remains are well worthy of study and preservation, 
the islands furnish opportunity for further research. His report on 
the temples, terraces, and other remains has been receiA^ed and aAvaits 
publication. 

Dr. Clark Wissler has giA^en what time he could spare from his 
duties as chairman of the diAusion of anthropology and psychology 
of tlxe Xational Eesearch Council to the completion of a Pawnee 
manuscript, in AAdiich he has been aided by Mr. James E, iturie. The 
music necessary for this has been transcribed by Miss Helen Eoberts, 
and Dr. John K. SAvanton has also assisted in this work. 
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During the fiscal year ^Ir. D. I. BushiielL jr., completed a manu- 
script bearing the title: “Villages of the Algonquian, Siouan, and 
Caddoan Tribes West of the Mississipi^i.” Wliile engaged in the 
preparation of this manuscript he also secured many notes on the 
burial customs of the same tribes, and these, together with much 
additional material, are being used in the preparation of another 
manuscrij^t, entitled “Burials of the Algonquian, Siouan, and Cad- 
doan Tribes West of the Mississippi,” 

Miss Jlary Lois Kissell has begun the preparation of the manu- 
script of a bulletin on weaving of the Northwest Coast Indians, 
which it is hoped will be later followed by others on other geo- 
graphical areas. 

A small allotment was given to Mr. Gerard Fowlvc to carry on 
special archeologicaJ work in Greenup, Ny., near Portsmouth, Ohio, 
on mounds figured and described by Squier and Davis, and T. IT. 
Lewis. On the opposite bank of the Ohio Biver a celebrated cache 
of pipes has been found, and it was hoped that a similar deposit 
might be discovered near the effigy mound on the south side. The 
results of this examination were negative so far as the object desired 
was concerned, but resulted in several interesting observations of a 
nature too technical to discuss in this place. 

KDITOIIIAL WORK AND PUBLICATIOA S. 

The editing of the publications of the bureau was continued 
through the year by Mr. Stanley Searles, assisted by ^Irs. Frances 
S. Nichols. Tlic status of the publications is presented in the fol- 
lowing summary: 


rUBLICATlOXS ISvST’EI). 

Rallotin 07. Alsou Texts and Myths ( FfjK'htcnhoixO . UOl i)^. 

Bulletin 71. Native Cemeteries and Forms of Burial Fast of tlio ?inssis<ip[>i 
(Biishncii). 160 i)p., 17 pis. 

Bulletin 72. The Owl Sacred Pack of the Fox Indians ( >rirI)elson ). S3 pp , 
4 pis. 

last of Pub] h*at ions of the Buroaii of American Fthnolo-y. at pp. 

rrr.LTCATToxs in press or tx preparation. 

Thirty-fourth Annual ReiM^rt. Accompanying paper: A Preliistoric Island Cul- 
ture Area of America (Fewkes). 

Thirty-fifth Annual Report. Accompanying paper: Fihn<‘]r^a-y of the Kwaikiutl 
(Boas). 

Thirty-sixth Annual Report. Arcompanying paper: The Osage Tri]>e: Hite of 
the Chiefs; Sayings of tlu* Ancient Men (La Flesfiie). 

Thirty-seventh Annual Report. Aecomi)anying paper: Tlie Winnebago Tribe 
(Radin). 
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ThirUv-eiglUli Anmial Keport. Accompanying pni)er : An Intn'diictory 8 Uid 3 ' of 
the Arts, Crafts, and Customs of the Oiiiaini Indians (Roth). 

Bulletin 73. Early History of the Creek Indians and Their Neighbors (Swau- 
ton). 

Bulletin 74. Excavation of a Site at i^antiago Ahuitzotla, I). F. Mexico 
(Tozzer). 

Bulletin 75. Northern Uto iMusic (Densmore). 

Bulletin 76. Archeological Excavations in tlie Ozark Region of Central IMis- 
souri (Fowke). 

Bulletin 77. Villages of the Algonquian, Siouan, and Caddoan Tribes West of 
the IMississippi (Bushnell). 

TUilIetin — . Handbook of the Indians of California (Kroelier). 

Bulletin — . IMandan and Hidatsa Music (Densmore). 

DISTRIBFTION OF FX^BT JCATIOXS. 

The distribution of publications has been continued under the 
immediate charge of iliss Helen Munroe, assisted ])y Miss Emma B. 
Powers. Publications were distributed as follows: 

Copies. 

Annual reports and separates. __ ^ 1,998 

Bulletins and separates . _ 10, 288 

Contributions to North American Ethnology 31 

Misrollaneoiis publications _ 475 


Total 12,795 


IIXUSTRATIONS. 

3Ir. De L ancey Gill, illustrator, with the assistance of ^Ir. All^^ert 
E. Sweeney, continued the preparation of the illustrations of the 


bureau. A summary of this work follows: 

Photographic illustrations for distribution and oflice use.. . G45 

Negatives of ethnological and arclicological subjects. _ 351 

Negative films developed from field exposures - - 70 

Photostat prints made from hooks nnd manuscripts... 120 

Illustrations prepared and submitted for publication. . 391 

Line and color drawings - . _ 195 

Tlluslrat ions, proofs edited . . .. 158 

Lithographic proofs examined at Government Printing Office. .. _ 25, (MX! 


LIBRARY. 


Tlic reference library continued in the immediate care of Miss 
Ella Leary, librarian, assisted by Mr. Charles B. Xewman and Mr. 
Samuel H. Miller. 

During the year 775 books were accessioned, of which 50 were 
ac(juired by purchase, 325 by binding of periodicals, and 400 by gift 
and exchange. The periodicals currently received number about 
t)00. of which 80 were received liy sul)scription. tlie remainder being 
]0]257— 22 0 
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received through exchange. The bureau has also received 269 pam- 
phlets, giving at the close of the year a working library of 24,155 
voliunes, 14,777 pamphlets, and several thousand unbound periodicals. 

During the year an increasing number of visitors have applied to 
the library for books. Information has been furnished and biblio- 
graphic notes compiled for the use of correspondents. The officials 
of the Library of Congress and of the Government departments have 
also made use of the library through frequent loans during the year. 

In addition to the use of its own library, which is becoming more 
and more valuable through exchange and by limited purchase, it 
was found necessary to draw on the Library of Congress for the loan 
of about 500 books. 

As mentioned in the last annual report, one of the most urgent 
needs of the library at the present time is more shelf room for its 
books. 

COLLECTIONS. 

The following collections, acquired by members of the bureau or 
by those detailed in connection with its researches, have been trans- 
ferred to the United States National Museum : 

Stone arrow polisher, presented to the bureau by Dr. Walter E. Roth, of 
Georgetown, British Guiana. (G562o.) 

Collection of archeological material, collected in the spring of I02o in north- 
western Arizona and southwestern Utah by Mr. Neil M. Judd. (657G4.) 

Pseudo stone implement, found by liev. E. N. Kreiuer near Camphili, Cum- 
berland County. Pa. (G5795.) 

Three human skulls and bones, collected by Dr. J. Walter Fewkos at Fin* 
Temple Group, Mesa Verde National Park, Colo. (66011.) 

Skeletons collected during the summer of 1920 near Nasluille, Tenii., by 
Mr, IV. E. Myer. (65115.) 

Archeologica and skeleton, collected by Mr. J. A. Jcancon friun a ruin near 
Taos, N. Mex., in the summer of 1920. (66156.) 

Archeologica and human bones, found at Indian Hill, Fla.. ]>y Mr. Charh^s T. 
Earle. (65551.) 

Skull bones and lower jaw, found at villacre site near Gatesville, Tex., bv 
ITcf. J. K. l^oarce. (G5:;:M.) 


PROPERTV. 

Lurniture aud office o(iuipincnt were purchabe<l to tJie amouiit of 
$140.8:L 

VITSCELLANEOUS. 

Clenccd , — Tlie correspondence and other clerical work of the office 
has been conducted by Miss May S. Clark, clerk to the chief. [Mrs. 
Frances S. Nichols assisted the editor. Mr, Anthony Wilding served 
as messenger and typist to the chief. 
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Personnel, — Mr. Samuel H. Miller has been appointed to assist 
Miss Leary in the library in place of Mr. Charles B. Xewman, trans- 
ferred to the Smithsonian. 

Mr. J. A. Jeancon, who served as assistant to the chief in the 
work at Mesa Verde, was later appointed temporary ethnologist, 
but at the close of two months’ work in Washington, resigned to 
accept a position in the State Historical Museum, Denver, Colo. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. Walter Fewkes, 

Chiefs Bureau of American Ethnology , 

Dr. Charles D. Walcott, 

Secretary ^ Einithsonian Institution. 
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KErORT OX THE IXTERXATIOXAL EXCHANGES. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the followin<j!: report on the oper- 
ations of the International Exchange Service during the hscal year 
ending June 30, 1921 : 

The estimate sul)mitted for the support of the service during 1921, 
including the allotment for printing and l)inding, vuis $50,200, and 
this amount vas granted by Congress. The repayments from de- 
partmental and various other establishments aggregated $1,779.17, 
making the total resources available for carrying on the system of 
exchanges during the year $51,979.47. 

The work of the exchange service during the past year has been 
very heavy, due, principally, to the reopening of relations with Ger- 
many. One hundred and eight y-eight boxes were received from 
Germany and 691 boxes were forwarded to that country. These (‘on- 
signments weighed a total of 186,037 pounds, or about 31 per cent 
of the weight of all the packages handled by the exchange service 
during the year. 

The total number of packages passing through the service during 
the year was 151,471 — an increase o\Qr the num])er for the preceding 

year of 82.099. The weight of these packages was 605,312 pounds 

a gain of 108,934. For statistical purposes the packages handled bv 
the exchange service are divided into several classes. 

The number and weight of the packages of ditferent classes are in- 
dicated in the following talle: 


Packjt:e'^. Wpi.e;ht. 

I ] 

Sent, Re-ehTd.; Sont. i Ueoeivod 
' Poujuh. ! Poun>h. 

United States parliamentary documents f^ent a nroau ^ - - 

Publications received in return for parliamentary document 

United States departmental documents sent abroad 

Publication^ received in return for departmental 'locuments. 

Miscellaneou-i scientific and literary publications sent abroad 
Miscellaneous scientific and literary publication - r-'ceived fro 
abroad for didri’ontion in the United States.. 


' -tUbl)! 3y.317 ' 197, U2 107,900 

Orani total. - Ud.tTl r,ns -iio 


175,007 

l.tlO . 

213. '.iS? 






■ 
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As explained in previous reports, the disparity between the number 
of publications sent al.^road and those received in return is not so 
great as would appear from the above figures. Packages sent abroad 
in many instances contain only a single publication, while those re- 
ceived in return often comprise several volumes — in some cases the 
term “ package ” being applied to large boxes containing a hundred 
or more publications. Furthermore, some foreign establishments 
send their publications directly to their destinations in this country 
))y mail and not through exchange channels. 

As I have already stated, shipments were resumed during the year 
to Germany. Eelations have also been reestablished with Austria. 
The steps taken by the Institution toward the reopening of ex- 
changes with Roumania and the establishment of relations with the 
newdy formed Government of Jugoslavia, referred to in my last re- 
port, have not yet led to a successful result. The Roumanian authori- 
ties state that, in view of the difficulties of railroad transportation, 
the service can not at the present time be reorganized, but as soon as 
those difficulties are overcome the Roumanian Government will at 
once resume the service. The Government of Jugoslavia, in a note 
received near the close of the year, states that it will be glad to renew 
the interchange of publications as soon as the Belgrade Exchange 
Bureau is reorganized. Conditions in Russia and Turkey have not 
yet reached a state where steps can be taken to renew the exchange 
of publications between those countries and the United States. 

Reference was made in my 1920 report to the fact that an exchange 
of publications had been inaugurated with the Czechoslovak Repub- 
lic. As a matter of record it should be stated here that notification 
was received through the Department of State from the Belgian 
ambassador in Washington of the adherence of the Government of 
Czechoslovakia to the exchange conventions concluded at Brussels on 
March 15, ISSG. One of those conventions provides for the inter- 
national exchange of official documents and scientific and literary 
publications: the other, for the immediate exchange of the official 
journal, parliamentary annals, and documents. Articles II and IX 
of the conventions provide that the States which have not taken part 
in the convention are admitted to adhere to it on their request, this 
adherence to be notified diplomatically to the Belgian Government 
and by that Government to all the other signatory States. 

I am glad to report that the Polish Government has aPo adhered 
to the Brus'^els convention providing for the e':;tablishment of a sys- 
tem of international exchanges and that tlie Bibliotheque du ilinis- 
tere des Relations ExtGdeures, at Warsaw, has been designated to 
a'^sume charge of the Polish International Exchang(‘ Servi<*e. Under 
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date of May 14, 1921, the first shipment, consisting of 18 boxes, was 
dispatched to Poland. 

The Government of the free city of Danzig, in reply to a letter 
from this Institution asking whether it would be willing to under- 
take the distribution of packages intended for correspondents in the 
territory comprising that city, stated that the Stadtbibliothek had 
been designated to act as its exchange bureau. 

Among the requests received from foreign establishments for as- 
sistance in procuring especially desired publications may be men- 
tioned one from the Societe Beige d'Etudes et d’Expansion at Liege. 
That society stated that, having in view a closer relationship between 
its peoples and the nationals of friendly and allied countries, it hail 
established a new service of general documentation, and Avas anxious 
to receive for the use of that service publications which would tend 
to make the United States better known in the Kingdom of Belgium. 
The Institution procured for the Society of Studies and Expansion 
from the various bureaus of this Government such publications as it 
was thought would answer the purpose in question. 

Last year mention was made of the fact that a shipment w^eighing 
over 25,000 pounds had been made to the library of the University of 
Louvain, and that that consignment Avas the largest single shipment 
CA^er forwarded through the Smithsonian Exchange Service to one ad- 
dress at one time. While that statement still holds good, it mio-ht be 
of interest to note here that during the last three months of the cur- 
rent fiscal year three shipments were made to the German Exchange 
Agency for distribution to various addresses throughout GermauA" 
which weighed OA^er 30,000 pounds each. These shipments, as I haA e 
mentioned in the forgoing part of this report, were made up of 
exchanges suspended during the A\'ar. 

During the year 2,752 boxes were used in forAvarding exehanoes 
to foreign agencies for distribution, being an increase of 893 over 
the number for the preceding 12 months. This i^ the largest number 
of boxes shipped abroad through the exchange service in one A^ear, 
being about 300 more than are handled during a normal year. It is 
of course, due to the accumulations received for the countries with 
which exchange relations Avere resumed. The gross Aveight of the 
boxes forwarded abroad aggregated a total of 516,279 pounds bein^r 
an increase of 81,093 pounds over the preceding year. 

Of the total number of boxes sent abroad, 3S3 contained full sets 
of Tmited States official documents for authorized depositories and 
2,369 included departmental and other publications for depositories 
of partial sets and for miscellaneous correspondents. 

The number of boxes sent to each country is given in the folloAAunfr 
table : 
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Consignments of exchanges for foreign comitries. 


Country. 


Number 
oi boxed. 


Country. 


Number 
of boxc-d. 


Argentina 

Austria 

Barbados 

Belgium 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

British Colonies. 

British Ouiana 

Bulgaria 

Canada 

Chile.. 

China 

Colombia 

(^osta liica 

Cuba 

Czecho'^lovak.a, 

Denmark 

Ecuador 

Egypt 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

Great Britain and irt^iaiid 

Greece 

Guatemala 

Honduras 

Hungary 

India 

Italy 


5S Jamaica 5 

90 i Japan 54 

1 , Korea 2 

142 Netherlands 77 

8 New South AYales 22 

87 New Zealand 25 

2o Nicaragua 2 

5 Norway 36 

8 Paraguay 7 

20 Peru 16 

22 ‘ Poland IS 

105 I Portugal ' IS 

13 Queensland 15 

11 Salvador 2 

5 , Siam 5 

104 1 South AU':,!,!.!!! 10 

32 ' Spain 63 

9 I Sweden .. 58 

9 Switzerland 14 

16 ! Tasmania 29 

218 j Trinidad 2 

091 : Umon oi bout h Africa ' 3b 

331 : Uruguay lO 

12 Venezuela 11 

2 I Victoria 3U 

2 Western .Australia 14 


27 

41 i Total 

. I 


UOltKlGN DEPOSITORIES OF UNITED STATES GOYEUNMENTAI. 

DOCUMENTS, 

In accordance with the terms of a convention concluded at Brussels 
March 15, 1886, and under authority granted by Congress in resolu- 
tions approved March 2, 1867, and March 2, 1901, there are noTV sent 
through the exchange service regularly to depositories abroad 57 
full sets of United States official documents and 39 partial sets — 
Poland having been added during the year to the list of those coun- 
tries receiving full sets, and Latvia and the Library of the League of 
Xations, located in Geneva, Switzerland, to the list of those receivino* 
partial sets. The number of full and partial sets now being sent 
abroad, it will be seen, is 96. The total number provided by law for 
the use of the Library of Congress and for international exehanire 
is 100. 

The full set of documents sent to Poland is deposited in the 
Bibliotheqne du Ministcre des Kelations Exterieures, Warsaw. The 
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partial set for Latvia is deposited in the office of the prime minister 
at Riga. 

I stated last year that it was understood that the Czechoslovak de- 
pository would be the Ministere de I’lnstruction Publique, at Prague. 
Information has since been received from the Government of 
Czechoslovakia to the effect that the United States official documents 
would be deposited in the Bibliotheque de PAssemblee Xationale in 
Prague. 

A complete list of the depositories is given below : 

Dl<a»OSITORIES OF FULL SET.S. 

Argentina: Ministerio de lielaciones Exteriores. Buenos Aires. 
xVustralia: Library of the Commonwealth Parliament, Melbourne. 

Austria: Statistische Zeutral-Kommission, Vienna. 

Baden: Universitiits-Bibliothek, Freiburg. (Depository of the State of Baden.) 
Bavaria: Staats-Bibliothek, Munich. 

Belgiuai : Bibliotheque Roy ale, Brussels. 

Brazil: Bibliotheca Nacional, Rio de Janeiro. 

Buenos Aires: Biblioteca de la Universidad Nacional de La Plata. (Deposi- 
tory of the Province of Buenos Aires. ) 

Canada : Library of Parliament, Ottawa. 

Chile : Biblioteca del Congreso Nacional, Santiago. 

China: American-Chinese Publication Exchange Department, Shanglmi Bureau 
of Foreign Alfairs, Shanghai. 

Colombia: Biblioteca Nacional, Bogota. 

Costa Rica: Oficina de Deposito y Canje Internaclonal de Publicaoiones, San 
Jose. 

Cuba: Secretaria de Estado (Asuntus Generales y Canje Internacivmal) Habana 
Czechoslovakia: Bibliotheque de PAssemblee Nationale, Prague. 

Denmark: Kongelige Bibliotheket, Copenhagen. 

England: British Museum, London. 

France : Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris. 

Germany: Deutsche Reichstags-Bibliothek, Berlin. 

Glasgow : City Librarian, Mitchell Library, Glasgow. 

Greece : Bibliotheque Nationale, Athens. 

Haiti: Secretaire d’Etat des Relations Exterieures, Port au lh*in»M\ 

Hungary : Hungarian House of Delegates, Budapest. 

India: Imperial Library, Calcutta. 

Ireland : National Library of Ireland, Dublin. 

Italy : Biblioteca Nazionale Vittorio Emanuele, Rome. 

Japan : Imperial Library of Japan, Tokyo. 

London : London School of Economics and Political Science. ( Depository of 
the London County Council. ) 

Manitoba: Provincial Library, Winnipeg. 

Mexico: Institute Bibliogriifico. Biblioteca Nacional, Mexico. 

Netherlands : Bibliotheek van de Staten-Generaal, The Hague. 

New South Wales : Public Library of New South Wah‘s, S\ dimv. 

New Zealand : General Assembly Library, Welliugtun. 

Norway: Storthingets Bibliothek, Christiania. 

Ontario: Legislative Library, Toronto. 

Paris: Prefecture de la Seine. 

Peru: Biblioteca Nacional, Tbhui. 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


77 


Poland: Bibliotli^que du Ministere des Relations Exterieiires, Warsaw. 
Portugal: Bibliotheca Nacional, Lisbon. 

Prussia : Preussiselie Staatsbibliothek, Berlin, N. W. 7. 

Quebec: Library of the Legislature of the Province of Quebec, Quebec. 
Queensland: Parliamentary Library, Brisbane. 

Russia : Public Library, Petrograd. 

Saxony: Oeffentliche Bibliothek, Dresden. 

Serbia: Section Administrative du Ministere des Affaires Etrang^res, Belgrade. 
South Australia: Parliamentary L.brary, Adelaide. 

Spain: Servicio del Cambio Internaciuiial de i*ubln*at iones, (bierpo Faiailtre 
tivo de Archiveros, Bibliotecarios y Ar(ineol<*gos, ^Madrid. 

Sweden: Kuiigliga Biblioteket, Stockholm. 

Switzerland: Bibliotheque Federale Centrale, Berne. 

Tasmania: Parliamentary Library, Hobart. 

Turkey^: Department of Public Instruction, Constantinople. 

Union of South Africa : State Library, Pretoria, Transvaal. 

Uruguay: Oficina de Canje Internacioual de Publioacioiies, ^Montevideo. 
Venezuela : Biblioteca Xacional, Caracas. 

Victoria: Public Library of Victoria, Melbourne. 

Western Australia: Public Library of Western Austrcdla, Perth. 
Wuettemberg : Landesbibliothek, Stuttgart. 

depositories of partial sets. 

Alberta : Provincial Library, Edmonton. 

Alsace-Lorraine: Bibliotheque Universitaire et R^gionale de Strasbourg, Stras- 
bourg. 

Bolivia: Minlsterio de Colonizacion y Agticultura, La Paz. 

Brazil: Bibliotheca da Assemblea Legislativa do Estado do Rio de Janeiro, 
Nictheroy. 

Bremen: Senatskoinmission fiir Reichs- imd Auswartige Angclegenheiten. 
British Columbia : Legislative Library, Victoria. 

British Guiana: Government Secretary’s Oilice, Georgetown, Demerara. 
Bulgaria: ^Ministere dcs Affaires Urrangeres, Soda. 

Ceyix>n: Colonial Secretary’s Office (Record Department of the Library), 
Colombo. 

Ecuador: Biblioteca Nacional. Quito. 

Egypt: Bibliotheque Khediviale, Cairo. 

Finland : Central Library of the State, Hcdsingfors. 

Guatemata.: Secretary of the Government, Guatemala. 

Hamburg: Senatskommission fiir die Rcichs- und Auswlirtigen Angelegenheiten. 
Hesse: Landesbibliothek, Darmstadt. 

Honduras: Secretary of the Government. Tegucigali)n. 

Jamaica : Colonial Secretary? Kingston, 

Latvia: Office of the Prime Minister. Riga. 

InuERiA : Department of State, Monrovia. 

Louriinco Marquez: Government Library, Lonreneo Marquez. 

Lubeck : President of the Senate. 

Madras, Province of: Chief Secretary tn tla^ Government of :Madrn«, Public 
Department, Madras. 

Malta: Lieutenant Governor. Valetta, 

Monteni:oro: IMinistcu-e des Affaires Etrangores, ( ’cti nje. 

Nfav P»runswick: Leirislative Library, Frederictun. * 

Newfoundland : Colonial Secretary, St. John’s. 

Nu'Aragua : Superiiiicndente de Archives Na<'i()nale9, Mann:’na. 
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Nokthwest Tebkitories : Government Library, Regina. 

Nova Scotia: Provincial Secretary of Nova Scotia, Halifax. 

Panam:a: Secretaria cle Relaciones Exteriores, Panama. 

Paraguay: Oticina General de Inmigracion, Asuncion, 

Prince Edward Island: Legislative Library, Charlottetown. 

Roumania: Academia Romana, Bucharest. 

Salvador: Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, San Salvador. 

Siam : Department of Foreign Affairs, Bangkok. 

Straits Settlements : Colonial Secretary, Singapore. 

Switzerland: Library of the League of Nations, Palace of Nations, Quai de 
Leman, Geneva. 

LTnited Provinces of Agra and Oudh: Undersecretary to Government, Alla- 
habad. 

Vienna: Burgenneister-Amt der Stadt, Wien. 

INTERPARLIAMENTARY EXCHANGE OF OFFICIAL JOURNALS. 

The interparliamentary exchange is separate and distinct from the 
exchange of official documents referred to above and is carried on 
by this Institution in behalf of the United States Government in 
accordance with authority granted in a resolution of Congress ap- 
proved INIarch 4, 1909, the purpose of that resolution being to carry 
into effect the provisions of the second convention, concluded at 
Brussels March 15, 1886, providing for the immediate exchange of 
the official journal as well as of the parliamentary annals and docu- 
ments, to which the United States was one of the signatories. 

While the Government of Poland has not signified its adherence 
to the above-mentioned convention, it has entered into the immediate 
exchange with the United States. 

A complete list of the countries now taking part in this exchano-e 
is given below, together with the names of the establishments to 
which the daily issue of the Congressional Eecord is forwai-ded : 

Argentina: Biblioteca del Congreso Nacloiuil, Buenos Aires. 

Australia: Library of the Commonwealth Parliament, Melbourne. 

Austria : Bihliothek des Nationalrates, Wien I. 

Baden : Uni vers i til ts-Bibliothek, Heidelberg. 

Belgium : Biblioth^ue de la Chambre des Representants, Brussels. 

BoLrviA : Camara de Diputados, Congreso Nacional, La Paz. 

Brazil: Bibliotheca do Congresso Nacional, Rio de Janeiro. 

Buenos Aires : Biblioteca del Senado de la Provincia de Buenos Aires T a 
Plata. 

Canada : 

Library of Parliament, Ottawa. 

Clerk of the Senate, Houses of Parliament, Ottawa. 

Costa Rica: Oticina de DepOsito y Can.ie luteriuicioiiul lie Puldicaciones, San 
Jos$. 

Cuba : 

Bibloteca de la Climara de Represeiitautes, Hnbana. 

BiblioteCjg del Senado, Habana. 

Czechoslovakia: Biblioth^iie de I’Assemblee Nutionale Prague 
Denmark : Kigsdagens Bureau, K0benluivri. 



KEPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 


79 


France : 

Biblotlieiiue tie la Cliambre ties Deputes, au Palais BoTirbou, Paris. 
BibliotLeque du Senat, au Palais du Luxembourg, Paris. 

Great Britain: Library of the Foreign Office, Downing Street, Loudon, S. W. 1. 
Greece: Library of Parliament, Athens. 

Guatemala: Bibliuteca de la Oficina Internacional Centro-Ainericana, Sa Calle 
Poniente No. 1, Ciudad de Guatemala. 

Honduras : Biblioteca del Congreso Nacionai, Tegucigalpa. 

Hungary: Bibliothek des Abgeordnetenbauses, Budapest, 

Italy : 

Biblioteca della Camera dei Deputati, Palazzo di Monte Citorio, Rome. 
Biblioteca del Senato del Regno, Palazzo Madanut, Rome. 

Liberia: Department of State, Monrovia, 

Jugoslavia: Library of the Skupshtina, Belgrade. 

New South Waucs: Library of Parliament, Sydney. 

New Zealand: General Assembly Library, AVellingtou. 

Peru: CAmara de Diputados, Congreso Nacionai, Lima. 

Poland: Miuistere des Affairs Etrangeres, Warsaw. 

Portugal: Bibliotheca das Cortes, Lisbon, 

Prussia: Bibliothek des Abgeordnetenhauses, Priuz-Albrechtstrasse 5, Berlin, 
S. W. 11. 

Queensland: The Chief Secretary’s Office, Brisbane. 

Roumania: Biblioth&que de la Chambre des Deputes, Bucharest. 

Russia: Sendings temporarily suspended. 

Spain : 

Biblioteca del Congreso de los Diputados, Madrid. 

Biblioteca del Senado, Madrid. 

Switzerland : Eiblioth^que de rAssemblee Federale Suisse, Berne. 
Transvaal: State Library, Pretoria. 

Union of South Africa: Library of Parliament, Cape Town. 

Uruguay : Biblioteca de la C3.mara de Represen tan tes, ^lunte video. 

Venezuela: Camara de Diputados, Congreso Nacionai, Caracas. 

Western Australia: Library of Parliament of Western Ansiralia, Perth. 

It will be noted from the above list that there are at present 38 
dilferent foreign States or Provinces with which the immediate 
exchange of the official journal is carried on. To some two copies 
of the Congressional Record are forwarded — one to the Upper and 
one to the Lower House of Parliament — the total number trans- 
mitted being 43. The number provided by law for this exchange is 
limited to 100. 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE AGENCIES. 

Agencies have been established during the year by the Govern- 
ments of Danzig and Poland. Shipments to Czechoslovakia were 
inaugurated last year, consignments being sent to the Ministere de 
ITnstruction Publique. The Czechoslovak Government has since 
established an international exchange service under the direction of 
the Bibliotheque de I’Assemblee Rationale. 

A complete list of the foreign exchange agencies or bureaus is 
given below : 

Algeria, via France, 

Angola, riu Portugal. 
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Argentina; ComisiOu Proteetora <le Bibliotecas Poiailai'es, Lavulle 1210. Buenos 
Aires. 

Austria: Statistisolie Zentral-Kouimissiui), Vienmi. 

Azores, via Portugal. 

Belgium: Service Beige des Echanges Internationa ux, Kue ties Eongs-Oliariots 
46, Brussels. 

Bolivia: Oficina Naeional de Estadistica, La Paz. 

Brazil: Service de Permutaedes luternaoioiiaes, Bibliotlieca Xacionril, Rio de 
Janeiro. 

I»ritisii Colonies: Crown Agents for the Colonies, T.ondon. 

British Guiana: Royal Agricultural and Coinmoichil Society, Georgetown. 
British Honduras: Colonial Secretary, Belize. 

Blxgakia: Institutions ScientRiques de S. I\l. le Roi de Bulgarie, Soda. 

Canary Islands, via Spain. 

Chile: Servicio de Canjes Internacionales, Biblioteca Xacional, Santiago. 
China: Americau-Ciiinese Publication Exchange Depurtinent, Shanglmi Bureau 
of Foreign Affairs, Shanghai. 

Colombia: Offeina de Canjes Internacionales y Reparto, Biblioteca Naeional, 
Bogota. 

Costa Rica: Oficina de Depdsito y Caiije Internacioiial de Pulilicaciones, San 
Jose. 

Czechoslovakia: Service Tcliecoslovaque des Echanges Intenuit ionaiix, Bibrne 
theqiie de PAssemblde Nation ale, Prague 1-70. 

Danzig: Stadtbibiiothek, Danzig. 

Denmark; Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskab. Copenhagen. 

Dutch Guiana: Surinaamsclie Koloniale Bibliotlieek. Paramaribo. 

Ecuador: Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Quito. 

Egypt: Government Publications Office, Printing Department, Bulaq, Cairo. 
Finland: Delegation of the Scientific Societies of Finland, Helsingfors. 
France: Service- Francais cles Echanges Internatioiiaux, 110 Rue de Crenelle, 
Paris. 

Germany: Amerika-Institut, Universitiitstrasse S. Bei'lin, N. 7. 

Great Britain and Ireland: Messrs. Whehlon IVesley, T'X.'^cx SI root 
Strand, London. 

Greece: Bibliothe<iue Nationale, Athens. 

Greenland, via Denmark. 

GuADimouPE, via Fiance. 

Guatemala: Instituto Naeional Varones, Guatemala. 

Guinea, via Portgual. 

Haiti : Secretaire d’Etat cles Relations Exteiieures, Port an Prince. 

Honduras : Biblioteca Naeional, Tegucigalpa. 

Hungary: Dr. Julius IHkler, Fbvarosi TelekdiTdknyilvnnt;trtr» Ilivatal (CRv 
Land Valuation Office), Kuzponti Varoslnlz, Bmlape^^t IV. 

Ic’elan’d, via Denmark. 

India: Superintendent of Stationery, Bombay. 

Tt\ly: Ufiicio degll Scainbi Internazionali, Biblioteca Nr.zionale Vittorio 
Emanuele, Rome. 

Jamakw : Institute of Jamaica, Kingston. 

Japan : Imperial Library of Japan, Tokyo. 

Java, via Netherlands. 

Korea: Government General, Keijo. 

TnuKRTA: Bur(Tni of Exchanges, Departnu>iit of State. ^Monrovia 
T.ouRENCO Marquez: Government Lil>rnry, Louren.-o ^iarcpiez. 
l.rxEMBT'RC!, Via Germany, a ^ , 
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Ma!)A(4AsCxVr, via France. 

Madeira, via Portugal. 

Mozambique, via Portugal, 

Netherlands: P>iireau Scionlitiqiic Central NeerUuulais, Bibliotheqiie rte 
I’Acad^mie technique, Delft. 

New Guinea, via Netherlands. 

New South Wales: Public Tabrary of New South Wales, Sydney. 

New Zealand: Dominion Museum, Wellington. 

Nicakagi^a: IMinisterio de Relacionos Exteriores, Managua. 

Norway: Kongelige Norske Frederiks Universitot Bihliothoket, Christiania. 
Px\NAMx\ : Secretaria de Reluciones Exteriores, Panama. 

Paraguay: Servicio de Canje Iiiternacioiuil de Ihihliraciones, Soccidn Consular 
y de Cuinercio, IMinisterio de Reluciones Exteriores, Asuncion. 

Peru: Oficina de Reparto, Depdsito y Canje Internacional do Publicucioncs, 
Ministerio de Foinento, Lima, 

Poland: Bibliotliequo du Miiiist^re des Relations Kxterieures, Warsaw. 
Portugal: Seccao de Trocas Internacioiiaes, Bibliotheca Naeional, Lisbon. 
Queensland: Bureau of Exchanges of Inteimatioual Publications, Chief Secre- 
tary’s Oflice, Brisbane. 

UouMANiA : Shipments temporarily suspended. 

Russia: Shipments temporarily suspended. 

Salvador: Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, San Salvador. 

Siam : Department of Foreign Affairs, Bangkok, 

South Australia: Public Library of South Australia. Adelaide. 

Spain: Servicio del Cambio Internacional de Publicacioncs, Cuerpu E^uaUlativo 
de Archiveros, Bibliotocarios y Arque^logos, IMadrid. 

Sumatra, via Netherlands. 

Sweden: Kongliga Svenska Vetenskaps Akademien, Stockholm. 

Swttzekeand : Service des Echanges Internationaux, Bi))liothrMpie Fcdrrale 
Centrnle, Berne. 

Syria : American University of Beirut. 

Tasmania: Secretary to the Premier, Flohart. 

Trinidad; Royal Victoria Institute of Triiddad and To))ago, I’ert-oLSpain. 
Tunis, via France, 

ITtrivEY : Shipments temporarily suspended. 

Union of South Africa: Government Printing Works. Pretoria, Transvaal. 
I'ruguay: Oheina de Canje Internacional, Montevideo. 

Venezuela: Bihlioteca Naeional, Carnens. 

Victoria : Public lahrary of Victoria, Melbourne. 

^Vesteen Australia : Public Lilirary of Westem Australia, Perth, 

WindwapvD and Leeward Islands: Imxierial Department of Agriculture. Bridge- 
town, Barbados. 

Tn conclusion, I be/x to express iny appreciation of the conscientious 
attention to fluty by the employees of the Exchange Office, without 
which it would not have been possible to handle the large volume of 
work passing through the service during the year. 

KespectfuIIy submitted. 

(\ G. AuI30T, 

A,sslf?ta)}t Secretani^ 

In Chffrrje of Tlhrynoj an(^ Evehanf/cs. 

Dr. (biARLPS D, Wai.cott, 

Secrefory of the h^inithsonhin Imtitutw)i. 



APPENDIX 6. 

EEPOET OX THE NATIOXAL ZOOLOGICAL PAKK. 


Sir : I have the honor to present tlie following report on the opera- 
tions of the National Zoological Park for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1921 : 

The appropriations allowed by Congress in the sundry civil act 
included $125,000 for the regular maintenance of the park, $80,000 
for the purchase of additional land, and $200 for miscellaneous print- 
ing and binding. 

Ibices on almost all necessary supplies remained high during the 
earlj^ months of the year and, as a consequence, only very limited 
funds were available for repairs or permanent improvements. In 
the later months there was a decided drop in the prices of several 
items of food for animals, and particxdarly in forage, so that a few 
long-delayed repairs and improvements, some of them begun five 
years ago but discontinued for lack of funds, could be undertaken. 

The number of animals on exhibition is greater than at any period 
since 1912: the number of species represented is greater than ever 
before: and the scientific importance and actual monetary value of 
the collections far exceed any previous year in the Ixistory of the 
park. A new record for attendance was also reached, due in a meas- 
ure to the recent rajiid development of near-lxy residential sections, 
but in a greater measure due to increased interest hy the public in the 
animal collections and in the recreational features offered by such 
an establishment. 

ACCESSrONS. 

— An unusual number of animals v/ere added to the collec- 
tion as gifts, or were placed by friemls of the park on indefinite 
deposit. The total number of specimens received in tliis manner was 
178, and the donations included numerous rare and important species 

Mr. Isaac Ellison, of Singapore, presented to the park a fine young 
male orang-utan, about 31 years old. No specimen of this ape had 
been on exhibition in IVashington for many yetirs, and the addition to 
the collection of an example so thrifty is gratifying, ilr. Ellison 
brought the orang-utan, togeUier witli a Javan macaque, with him 
from Singapore, while on a visit to America. 

The Canadian Government, through .Afr. J. B. Harkin, Commis- 
sioner of Dominion Parks, pre.srntod four mountain goats and two 
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Rocky Mountain sheep, all captured in the Rocky Mountains Park 
and shipped from Banff, Alberta. The sheep, both ewes, are most 
welcome additions to the small herd received from the same source 
in 1917, which has done so well in our paddocks. The mountain goats 
are the first on exhibition here in many years, and in the large range 
prepared esx)ecially for them have attracted great attention. A 
young male, born here 20, 1921, appears to be a thrifty animal. 

Mr. Victor J. Evans, of Washington, D. C., who has for many 
years taken great interest in the National Zoological Park, and has, 
from time to time, added many rare and unusual animals to the col- 
lection, presented during the year a young male Kadiak bear, a pair 
of Count Raggi's birds of paradise, and some valuable parrots. The 
bear gives promise of becoming an exceptionally large individual, 
and no species of bird of paradise has before been shown in the park. 

Four shipments from tropical America added, by gift, a number 
of species new to the collections. Dr. F. W. Coding, American con- 
sul general at Guayaquil, Ecuador, transmitted specimens of the 
giant Galapagos tortoise, one each from Albemarle Island and In- 
defatigable Island. The Indefatigable Island species is very rare 
and had never before been on exhibition. Hon. Henry D. Baker, 
American consul at Trinidad, British West Indies, sent specimens 
of the Trinidad brocket deer and agouti. Mr. Stuait H. Gillmore 
and Mr. Walter C. B. Morse, of Washington, brought with them 
from Surinam a small collection of animals, including specimens of 
the golden-hood ed oriole and weeping capuchin. Dr. Paul Bartsch, 
of the National Museum, collected and presented four large ground 
iguanas from Andros Island and an additional specimen of the great 
white heron from the Florida Keys. 

Mr. A. K. Haagner, director of the zoological garden at Pretoria. 
South Africa, brought to America, as a gift to the park, a specimen 
of his recently discovered Rhodesian baboon. 

Seventy-two individual donors contributed to the collection during 
the year. The complete list is as follows: 

:\U*. IT. K. .Mien, Wayhinirton, D. C., red-and-blue-ainFy^'l^ow ina(‘a\v. 

Dr. W ado H. Atkinson, Washingtoii, D. C., Virginia opossum. 

Mr. Carl Ay lor, tVashiugton. D. C., screech owl. 

Miss TIenriette A, naguell. Washington, D. C., two grass parofnu*N. 

Hon. Henry D. Baker, Trinidad, British West Indies, Trinidad brocket and 
two Trinidjul agoutis. 

Dr. I»aul Barts'c?}, Washington, D. C, white heron and four ground iguanas. 

Miss Dorothy Beers, Washington, D. C., alligator. 

Mr. Flarinon B. Bel!., jr., Tliixton, Md,. alligator. 

3rr. I. E. Bennett, West Palm Bench, Fla., laughing gull, 

Mr. K. M. Bradshaw, Bristow, Va., barn owl. 

Ensign lUcliard 11. Brazeal, U. S. S. San Franci.sco, Calif., Panama 

agouti. 

Mr. F. W. Briggs, Bristow, Va., great horned owl. 
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Miss G. U. Washington, D. C., red-billod hill-tit. 

Caflisch Uuinbcr Co., Albright, W. Va., banded rattlesnake, copperhead, and 
blacksnake. 

Mr. Jas. E Cameron, Washington. D. C., red fox. 

Canadian Government, through Hon. J. E. Harkin, two Ilocky ^Mountain sheep 
and four mountain goats. 

?.Ir. W. B. Carpenter, V/ashington, I). (A, rcd-billod hill-tit, two Gouldian 
finches, two canaries, and two grass paroquets. 

M?*. iMilton Curtis, St. David, Ariz.. Gila monster. 
iNfr. James Y. Davis, Washington, D, C., sparrowhawk. 

Mr. E. B. Dewey, Washington, D. C., sparrowhawk. 

^Ir. Blaine Elkins, Washington, D. 0., two raccoons. 

IMr. Ernest B. Ellis, Millboro, N. C., horned toad. 

Air. Isaac Ellison, Singapore, Straits Settlements, orang-utan and Javan 
macaque. 

Mr. Louis C. Etchison, Jefferson, ]Md., red-tai1o<l hawk and ])arn owl. 

IMr. Victor J. Evans, Washington, D. C., Kadiak bear, king paroquet, red-sided 
eclectus parrot, and two Count Raggi’s birds of paradise. 

Mr. Arthur H. Fisher, Washington, D. C., coach-whip snake and spreading 
adder. 

IVIr. H. B. Fisher, Takoina Park, Aid., mourning dove. 

Mr. Stuart H. Gillmore and Air. Walter C. B. Morse. AVashington, D. C., 
coatimundi, capuchin monkey, yellow-ruinped agouti, and golden-hooded orir>le. 
Dr. Frederick W. Coding, Guayaquil. Ecuador, two Galapagos tortoises. 

Air. I.eonard C. Gunnell, Washington, D. C., woodcock. 

Air. A. K. Haagner, Pndoria, South Africa. Rhodesian baboon. 

Airs. E. B. Harden, AVashington, D. C., three horned toads. 

Hon. Warren G. Harding, White IPnise. Washington, D. C.. Alaskan bald 
eagle. 

Mrs. B. P. Hopkins, Washington. D. C.. two canaries. 

Airs. John F. Hord, Washington, D. C.. grass paroquet, red-billed weaver, 
nutmeg finch, European goldfinch, two strawberry finches, two black-headed 
llnches, three Java finches, four canaries, and seven bengalees. 

Air. L. AI. Humphrey, Glen Echo, Aid., pilot blacksnake. 

ATiss Alay E. Irish. Hillside, Ale., duck hawk. 

Airs. H. S. .Tohnson, AVashington, D. C., canary. 

Air. Ellis S. .Toscph, Sydney, Australia, sulphur-crested cockatoo and four red- 
rumped paroquets. 

Alaj. Howard C. Judson, United States Alarine Corps, AA’ashington, D. C red- 
crowned parrot and yellow-cheeked parrot. 

Mr. Charles R. Kciigla, Washington, D. C., great horned nwi. 

Air. .1. C. Lindsey, Clarendon, Va.. ringed turtlodnvo. 

Airs. Tu D. Lunt, Landover, Aid., alligator. 

Air. George Marshall. Laurel, Aid., ga.rter snake and bUicksiiake. 

Airs. AV. S. Aloore. AA’ashington, D. C., tovi paroquet. 

Dr, F. H. Alorhart, AA'ashington, D. C.. raccoon. 

Airs. Louis Nulton. AATnehester, ATi,, two marmosets. 

Air. L. C. Painter, Alexandria, A\a., throe red-slionidored hawks. 

Miss .Mary Dixon l^almer, AATishinuton. D. ( nihgator. 

Pan American Union, AA’ashington, D in alligafors. 

Air. L. A'. Pearson, AA'ashington. D. red- tailed hawk. 

Air. Ja<*k Polkinhorn. AVashington, I >. i tainted turtitx 

Airs. N. C. Reid. GristM]>al, Caiial /one, Panama deer. 
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K, T. Uyan, WashiiiKtoii, YK C.. canary. 

Mr. Kdw. S. yclimid, \Vaslun,i:oiu I>. C., blacksnake and skunks. 

Dr. Ji. W. Shufeldt, Washington, D, C., box t()rt<»ise, ground rattlosnako, two 
king snakes, and two w^ood turtles. 

Mr. Lnbi'rt Sisco, Washington, D. C., pilot blacksnake. 

Mr. H. N. Slater, New York, N. Y., East African baboon. 

Mr. G. T. Smallwood, Washington. D. C., 15 opossums 

Mr. Albert Stabler, IVasliington, D. C., barred owd. 

Mr. Robert M. Stabler, Washington, D. G., five Tirgiiiia opossums. 

Mrs. Ida Stanley, IVashington, D. C.. raccoon. 

Mr. ,T. F. Steftey, Fort IVashinston, Md., great horned owl. 

^Ii’. Arthur Tew, Washington, D. C., alligator. 

IMrs. E. F. Townsend, Washington. D. C.. alligator. 

IMrs. Russell Tyson, Brattleboro, Yt., allnno woodcluick. 

Mr. Titus Ulke, Washington. D. C., painted turtle and mdk snako. 

Mr. F. L. Van Patten, Great Falls, Va., barred owl. 

IMrs. O. D. Wayland. AVashington, P. G., canary. 

^Ir. .T. T. Wenchel. Takoma Park. IMd.. rabbit. 

Mr. Ira Cartright AYetherill, Machadoc, \n., diamondd)a(*k terrapin. 

IMr .Allen H. Whisner, AYashington, D. G., fox squirrel. 

Births. — Fifty-five mammals Avere born and 21 birds were batched 
in the park during the year. As usual, these records include only 
such as are reared to a reasonable age, no account being made in these 
published statistics of young that live only a few days. The births 
include : European brown bear, 4 ; dingo, 2 ; great gray kangaroo, 1 ; 
red kangaroo, 3 : black-tailed wallaby, 2 ; rufous-bellied wallaby, I : 
brush-tailed rock wallaby, 1 ; Australian opossum, 1 ; rhesus monkey, 
1; mona, 1; mountain goat, 1; Eocky Mountain sheep, 1; Indian 
antelope, 2 : American bison, 3 ; llama, 3 ; guanaco, 1 ; Virginia deer, 
4; black-tailed deer, 3; fallow deer, 1; Japanese deer, 3; hog deer, 3; 
barasingha, 2; red deer, 6: American elk, 2. Birds hatched were of 
the following species: lYhite ibis, American coot, wood duck, canary, 
and peafowl. 

Eoftchanges . — There were received during the year, in exchamre for 
surplus stock, 57 mammals, 152 birds, and 6 reptiles. The most 
important of these accessions were a large collection of xVustralasian 
birds from Mr. E. S. Joseph, the well-known animal dealer of Syd- 
ney, Australia, and a collection of African mammals from Mr. 
A. K. Ilaagner, Pretoria, South Africa. Among the birds received 
from ilr. Joseph are such desirable species as the pied goose, Eyton 's 
tree duck, Australian black duck. Pacific gull, white-bellied sea eagle, 
golden-shonldered paroquet, and satin bower-bird. African mam- 
mals included in the exchange from Mr. Haagncr were a lecliwe ante- 
lope. 2 blesboks. a si)ringb()k, an xVfrican porcupine, a chacma baboon, 
and a specimen of Wahlbergs mongoose. Other valuable mammals 
received in exchange from miscellaneous sources are 2 Barbary apes 
from Gibraltar, white-collared, black, and sootv’ mangabeys, an 
101257 7 
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Arabian baboon, 2 ruffed lemurs, 2 Malay porcupines, 2 palm civets, 
and a Florida manatee. 

The birds received in exchange include also 2 sun-bitterns, 2 black- 
necked swans, 2 Cape Barren geese, 4 upland geese, an Indian jabiru, 
a sarus crane, scarlet ibis, yellow- watt led lapwing, and numerous 
small birds of various kinds. Five tree iguanas and a large boa con- 
strictor were received from South America. 

Purchases . — Only 9 mammals, 45 birds, and 9 reptiles were pur- 
chased during the year, as the limited funds availa})le would not per- 
mit of much expenditure for stock. The mammals purchased Avere 
4 armadillos, 2 gray foxes, a Florida lynx, a pigtailed monkey, and 
one bandicoot. Birds purchased were mostly haAvks, oavIs, and Avater- 
foAvl at low cost, but some exceptionally valuable specimens were also 
obtained. A specimen of the rare kagu from XeAv Caledonia Island, 
and of the Nepalese paroquet from India, represent species new to 
the collection. 

Transfers . — The Biological Survey of the Department of Agricul- 
ture continued its contributions to the collection. Tavo young pumas 
or mountain lions from the Kaibab Forest, Utah, through Mr. 
George E. Holman; and three young pumas from Arizona, through 
Mr. M. E. MusgraA^e, were among the most valuable transfers from 
the surAey. Mr. Vernon Bailey, chief field naturalist, contributed 
an interesting collection of small mammals, including various species 
of pocket mice, kangaroo rats, spermophiles, and other rodents. Two 
little brown cranes from Nebraska Avere also transferred from field 
agents of the Biological Suiwey. 

Captured hi the paTh.—Yw^ birds and 2 reptiles, captured Avitliin 
the National Zoological Park, were added to the collection. 

Deposited . — A few parrots and other birds and one reptile, needed 
for exhibition, were accepted on deposit. Owing to the gi-eatly 
increased Avork at the park and the small force of keepers employed 
to care for the growing collections, it has been necessary to refuse 
birds and mammals offered on deposit, and subject to recall by the 
owner, unless the specimens represent species aaIucIi add distinctly 
to the exhibition A^alue of the collection. 

REMOVALS. 

Surplus animals sent away in exchange for otlier stock during 
the year included 62 mammals, 45 birds, and 12 reptiles. Most of 
the surplus animals were born in the park. Among the specimens 
so exclninged Avere a young hippopotamus. 5 American bison, 1 yuk, 

I East African eland, 1 Indian antelope, 4 llamas, 2 American elk, 

II European red deer, 2 Japanese deer. 2 red kangaroos, 2 European 
brown bears, 2 African lions, 1 mountain lion, 4 grjiy foxes, 2 wolves. 
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2 coypus, 3 rhesus monkeys, a numl^er of waterfowl, peafowl, and 
other birds, and 12 alligators. 

A number of animals on deposit were returned to owners. 

The death rate remains very low; for mammals and birds about as 
in the past four years; for reptiles much lower. Among the most 
serious losses of mammals long in the collection must be mentioned 
the death of the vicuna {Lama vicugna') from enteritis on Septem- 
ber 7, 1920. This animal was received at the park on November 24, 
1908, and thus had been in the collection nearly 12 years. A female 
zebu {Bos indicus)^ received when about 3 years old, on April 11. 
1899, died on March 25, 1921, only a few days under 22 years from 
date of arrival. A male American elk, born in the park May 31, 
1910, died November 5, 1920. The male Kenai Peninsula black bear 
{TJrsiis americnnus pcmiger)^ received when a cub of about 2 years 
of age, March 5, 1903, died of internal hemorrhage, June 23, 1921, 
after 18 years and 3 months in the park. A coyote {Canis latrayis)^ 
received April 20, 1906, died September 28, 1920; a paca {Cuniculus 
paca)^ received April 11, 1908, died January 3, 1921, of acute conges- 
tion of the lungs; and a brown macaque {Macaca speciosa)^ received 
July 30, 1910, died of gastroenteritis on November 26, 1920. 

Three birds with long records were lost during the 3^ear. A red- 
and-blue macaw {Ara chloroptera) ^ received as a gift from the gov- 
ernor of the State of Para, Brazil, August 7, 1899, died nearly 21 
years later, on July 3, 1920. A yellow-shouldered parrot {Amazona 
harbadensis) ^ received from Hon. E. H. Plumacher, American consul 
at Maracaibo, Venezuela, September 10, 1902, died on January 26, 
1921; and a demoiselle crane, received July 2, 1903, died on June 18, 
1921. 

Other serious losses were a female bison, died of metritis, July 7, 
1920; a male llama, acute congestion of lungs, July 25, 1920; and a 
male prong-horned antelope, anemia, October 13, 1920. 

Post-mortem examinations were made by the pathological division 
of the Bureau of Animal Industry, and, in four cases, by the Army 
Medical Museum. The following list shows the results of autopsies, 
the cases being arranged by groups: 

CAUSES OF DEATH. 


MAMMALS. 


Marsupialia: Tuberculosis, 2; coni:estii)n of lungs, 1: iileiirlsy and peri- 
carditis, 1 ; enteritis, 1 ; peritonitis, 1 ; pyemia, 1 ; septicemia, 1. 

Carnivora: Pneumonia, 2; tubt^rculosis. 1; gastroenterttis, 2; internal hem- 
orrhage, 3 ; leukemia, 1. 

Ilodentia : Congestion of lungs. 1. 

Primates: Tuberculosis, 5; enteritis, o ; gastroenteritis, 2; colitis, 1; 
echinococcus infestation, 1 ; cage paralysis, 1. 
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Ai’tiodtictj la : Pm'iiiiKuiia. 1; veraiinous lironclio-piiouiuonia, 1; tuhonailosis, 
1 : conp:ostioii of luiijrs, 1 ; eiU<n*iti.s, 2; gastritis, X; gastriienteritis, 1: iiietritis, 
1 ; anemia, 3; acciRont, 1. 

BIRDS. 


C icon ii for mas : Iiiipaotion of stomaeli, 1; anemia, 1: so»>ti(*omia, no eanse 
found, 3. 

Anseri formes : ITienmonia, 1; enteritis, 2; no cause found, 3. 

Falconiformes : No cause found, 1. 

Galliformos: Tu])orculosis, 1; aspergillosis, 2; enteritis. 3; coceidiosis, R; 
wry-ueck, 1 ; no cause found, 2. 

Crruifonnes : Aspergillosis, 1 ; enteritis. 1 : no (*ause found, 2. 

Charadrii formes : Tuberculosis, 1; enteritis, 1; internal hemorrbage, 1. 
Psittac’forines : Enteritis, 3; anemia, 1 ; internal liemorrlmge. 1. 
Goraciiforiues : Enteritis, 1; abdominal tumor and enteritis, 1. 

Passeriformes: Enteritis. 6. 


REPTILES. 


Serpentes: Pneumonia, 1; no cause found, 1. 

Thirty -two specimens of special scientific importance, or needed 
for exhibition purposes, were transferred after death to the United 
States National Museum. These included 16 mammals, 11 birds, and 
5 reptiles. Four specimens of mammals, desired for anatomical 
work, were sent to the Army Medical Museum. The skins of 17 
birds were added to the reference collection of dealers’ ca^e birds ” 
in the office of the superintendent, National Zoological Park. 

ANIMALS IN THE COLLECTION .TUNE 80. 1221. 


^lAMMAUS. 


M vRsrri TA. 

Virginia opO'^^'Um (DidfJpfiis rir- 

gitiiana) ^ 

Tasmanian dovil i i^arcophihiji fiar~ 

ri-s'ii) - . 

Australian upos^iun {Trichosut us vitl- 

pecula^ 

Dusky ph.alangor {Ti'ichosurns fulv/i- 

nosus) - 

Flying phalanger (Petaurus breviceps) _ 
Brush-tailed rock wallaby ( Pctrognle 

pcnicillata) 

Rufous-bellicd wallaby {Muf r(>pH‘i bU- 

Ifirdierii^ 

Parma wallaby {llarropus parma)^ 
Black-t.dlod wallaby ( Macropits hi- 

color)^- 

Great gtay kangaroo {Macropus gi- 

gantcui* -- 

Black faced kangaroo (.IJT a c* r o p u « 

mehinops) . ... 

Wallaroo {Macropus robnstus) - 

lU'd kangaroo (Mcrinpus 


i CAUXIVORA. 

j Kadiak bear H'r^ius mhldeudonft) _ 

8 ! Alaska I’eninsula boar ( Ut sus gi/ns ) . _ 
; Yakutat h^twiUrsus dalli) . 

2 1 Kidder’s bear iVrsus kidden) . 

, European bear U rsus urcto.^i, 

2 i Grizzly hear iUrsus Jiorribilis) 
j Apache grizzly ( rrsf'.s apache),. 

1 , Himalayan bear iUrsus thibetanus^ _ 

8 j r>lack bear (C/r.vi/.<r amcricanus) 

Cinnamon bear ihrsus ayncrieanu^ 

4 1 namomnm) 

I Florida bear iUrsus /!r)ridantLHT\ 
u ■ Glacier bear (Ursus emmonsui 

1 Sun bear (Hrlarrtos 
Sloth bear f 

I'olar b< or Gl'hajarcios maritiuius, 

fJingo (Co;?!,** dtiup)). 

2 E-kinio dog f Oani.y . 

Gray wolf (Vayiis nuhihis) _ 

2 Southern wolf Pondanii^)' 

2 \Aoodhouse’s wolf (Cauis frustror, 

5 Coyote iCnn'^ 


1 

2 

r, 

»> 

1 

1 

1 


2 

1 

1 

3 

4 
2 

5 
1 
2 
J 
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CARN I VORA— Co n t i D 11 eil . 

Red fox {Vulpes fulva) 5 

Kit fox {Vulpes velox) , 2 

Gray fox {Uroepon ciucreoni <ti nteun . 4 

Cucomistle (Bassariscus astutus)^. ^ 1 

Raccoon {Procyon lotor) 12 

Gray coatimundi {yasua narica) 2 

Red coatimundi {Nasua 7iasu<n . 2 

Kinkajou (Potos fiavus) 2 

Mexican kinkajou {Potos flavus mtt- 


cus) . _ - . 1 

Marten (Afartes amencana) 1 

Ferret {Mustela furo) - 1 

Tayra {Tayra harhara) 1 

^5kunk {Mephitis 7iigra) 3 

Florida skunk {Mephitis eloityuta* 2 

American badi^er {Taxidea taxus) 1 

European badjrer 7n<les)_ 1 


Florida otter {Lutra canadensis vaga)- 
Palm civet {Paeadoxurus hermaphro- 

ditus) 

Wahlberg’s mongoose {Iltlogale poi- 


vula t 1 

Spotted hyena {Crociita crocuta \ _ 1 

Striped hyena {}[y(Ena hyivna\ _ 2 

African cheetah {Acirwni/x juhatus) _ 2 

Lion {Pclis leo) _ 2 

Bengal tiger {Felis __ _ _ 1 

Manchurian tiger {Felis tujris Jon a- 

pilis) 2 

Leopard {Felis pa7'diis) _ . 1 

East African leopard {Felis yard us 

suahelica) 1 

Jaguar {Felis oncai 1 

Brazilian ocidot {FiL.s p.nnuhs hi’U 

siliensis) __ 1 

Margay cat {Felis tigntui) 1 

Snow leopard {Felis uncun . - 1 

Mexican puma (FcZt6‘ a::tec<n 4 

Mountain lion {Fehs hippolestc'y _ _ _ g 

Canada lynx {Lynx canadensis) 1 

Northern wild cat {Lynx uiyita)__ 2 

Bay lynx {Lynx rufus) _ __ 2 

Florida lynx (Lynx rufus fujridainis ) ^ 1 


PINWirEDl v. 

California sea lion {Zrduphus call for’- 

nianus) _ 2 

Harhor seal (Phocu vitulmin.. 1 

ROduntia. 

Woodchuck {Marmota Q/ionax) 2 

X)usky marmot {Alutmota paviveuins 

obscuru ( 1 

Prairie dog {Cynomijs ludnvicianiis) a 

White-tailed prairie dog {Cynomys 

gunnisoni) 2 

Antelope siiuirrel {Ammospermophilus 

leucurus) 1 

Arizona antedope squirrel (Jmniospcr- 

inophilw-i ha nisi a 1 

Ro.iitd'taili'.Kspci nc.qihile [(’itelliis tire- 

ticaiidm) ; 

Siiottetl spermophile {Cilellus spllu- 
soma .. _ 1 


RODENT i-v — ('ontinued. 


Honduras squirrel {Sciurus hoothiw) 1 

Fox squirrel {i<ciuru8 niger) 1 

Albino squirrel {t^ciuriis carolineyisis) _ 2 

Baird’s pocket mouse {Perognathus 

pai us ) 1 

Bailey’s pocket mouse (Perognathus 

bailey i) 4 

Dusky pocket mouse (Perognathus 

Pavescens per7iigcr) 2 

Kangaroo rat {Dipodo7nys speclabilis) ^ ^ 

Merriam's kangaroo rat {Dipod-iinys 

mcrriayni) 2 

Ord’s kangaroo rat {Perodipus ordii) 2 

American beaver {Castor canadensis) _ l 

Grasshopper mouse {Onychomys tor- 

ridus) 2 

Gray grasshopper mouse {Onychomys 

leucogaster fnscogriseus) 1 

Montana white-footed mouse {Peromys- 

cus leucopus aridulnss 1 

Desert mouse [Peromysf'us oemicus)^ 4 

Nebraska white-footed mouse (Pe/o- 

Tnyscus maniculatus osgoodi) 2 

Parasitic mouse { Pcromyscus califar- 

nictis) 1 

Wood rat {Neotonia alhigula) 2 

African porcupine (Jlystrix afiinv- 

australis) 1 

Malay porcupine (Aennthion hrachy- 

urum) 2 

Coypu {Myocd'^tor coupus) 

Paca (CwniCKZas pacn) 2 


I Central American paca (Cunicuhis 


paca vh'gatus) 1 

Mexican agouti (Dasyprocta nu xi- 

canu I 1 

Speckled agouti (Dasyprotfa pitar- 

tata) 2 

I’anama agouti {Dasyprocta pum- 
tatn istJimira) ___ 1 


Azara’s agouti {Dasypi octa azara^) 

Trinidad agouti (Dasj/piotta j'uh- 

ratal 

Crested agouti {Dasyptocta nistata)^ 
Yellow-rumped agouti (Dasyprocta 


luctfer cayennw) l 

Peruvian guinea pig {Cana ischudii 

palUdiot ) 2 

Guinea pig (Cavia porceUus) 20 

Capybara {JTydrocheerus hydrochCEris) - 1 

LAGOMORPHA. 

Domestic rabbit (Oryctolagus ciitiicii- 

, lu 


I EDEN I'ATA. 

I Ninc-lianded arinadiliu (Dasnpus no- 

‘ rc/iKvata.s) 'j 

PRUIATES. 

j RufEed lemur {Lrmur eat iegatin) 2 

Ri.uk spbb r in.adu y {AttU> at- n 1 

Gray spuler monkey (AfeZes (yolfroyi^ - 1 

White-tbKjated capuchin iCthus enpu- 
cinvs I 


4 
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PRIMATES — Continuod. 

Weeping capuchin {Cchus apella) 1 

Brown capuchin fatuellua) 1 

Margarita capuchin {Uehtts mar(ja7i- 

tw) 1 

Marmoset {GallUhrix jaKChiis) 2 

Chacma {Papio porcarias) 2. 

Rhodesian baboon {Papio rhodvaicd) 1 

llamadryas baboon {Papio liama- 

di'ya^) 1 

East African baboon {Papio iheanii^) - 1 

Mandrill {Papio bphitix) 1 

Drill {Papio iLiicophcsus ) 1 

Moor macaque {Cytiopitliecus niauiU'-,) 1 

Barbary ape {Sinua sylianus) 2 

Browni macaque {Alacaea spedosa) 1 

IMg-tailod monkey {llacaca nerncs- 

irina) 1 

Burmese macaque {Macuca andamantn- 

6*i6') 1 

Rhesus monkey {Macaca rhesus) 2d 

Bonnet monkey {Macaca sinica) 1 

Javan macaque {Macaca mordax) 4 

Black manyabey {Cercocehus aterri- 

mus) 1 

Sooty mani^ubey i Cci cocehus fuliyi- 

nosu.),) 2 

White-collared mangabey {Cercocehus 

toi'quatus) 1 

Green guenon {Lumopyya calhtnchiis i 2 

Vervet guenon {Lasioppya pyperythra ) 1 

Mona \ Li’-^it.p'i'ia lao.tin 4 

Rolo^^ay guenon {Lasiopyga roloway)^ 1 

Patas monkey {Erythrocehus patas\^- 2 

(^iilmpanzee {Pan tt oglodytes i 1 

Orang-utan {Ponyo pyy nwiin) 1 

ARTIODACTYLA 

Wild boar (iS'ws soofu) 1 

Wart-hog (Phacotha'riif-, at ii in pic us ) 2 

Collared poccaiy {Pc'uri angiilatus] 1 

Hippopotamus {Hippopotamus amphi- 
hius) 2 


Bactrian camel (Carnet us bactriaiius ) - 
Arabian camel {Camelus dromedarinx ) 


Guanaco {Lama yuunicoo 4 

Llama {Tanna ylamai 7 

Alpaca {Lama paco^i 1 

Fallow deer {Dama damn) 5 

Axis deer (AjlIs axts) 4 

llog deer { llyelapim^ porcmus) n 

;rfambur {Jtusa unicolor) 2 

Barasinglia (Raccrrws duvauceJii) . b 

Burmese fLer {liucervus eldii) 1 

JaI^ane^e deer {Sika nippon) 12 


South African ostrich {f^truthio au - 

tralisi 1 

j^omalilaiid ostrich {stnithio moluh- 

(lophanes) 1 

Rhea {Rhea amt i a ana) 2 

Sclater’s cassowary (CuHo.'M’a'' p/ub 

ipi) 1 

Flinu {UromiCeius nova hollandur) . . 2 


ART I ODA c TY LA — Con tinned. 

Red deer {Cervus claphus) 15 

Kashmir deer {Cervus hanglu) 2 

Bedford deer {Crnus xanthopygus t 

American elk {Venus canadensis) d 

Virginia deer {Odocoitciis lit'otnia- 

nils) 12 

l‘anama deer {Odocoileus vhiriquv li- 
sts) 1 

Mule deer {Odocoileus hemioniisi 2 

Black-tailed deer {Odocoileus cuUim- 

hianus) 5 

Tiinidad brocket {Mazama simplicii ov- 

nU) 1 

Blesbok {Damahxcits alhifrons) 2 

White-tailed gnu {Connochvetes ynon-^ 1 

Lechwe [Onotnigus lechioe) 1 

Indian antelope {Antilope ceroivapi a \ - 5 

Xilgai {Eosclaphus tnigocamelas) 2 

East African eland {Taurotragus oriix 

livingstonii) 2 

Angora goat {Capra h irons ) 1 

Tahr {Hciniti agus Jcnilahictis t V, 

Mountain goat (Ortcm/ios amencunu^ ) 4 

Aoudad (Ammotiagiis Rrrnn 1 

Rocky Muiiiitain sheep iOri&* cana- 

densix) q 

Arizona mountain sheep {Oiis cana- 
densis gailluidi) \ 

Barbados sheep (Orix uric^) 5 

Zebu {Eos indicus) \ 

Yak {Poiphagus gi unriLcn'i ) 4 

American bh-.(_>ii {Bison hi son) i;> 

Indian buffalo {Bubalus huhah,) 3 

PER 1 S S on AC T Y L A . 

Brazilian tapir {Tapiius ttrreshi,y\ 2 

Mongolian horse (Equns i)r::ewatskii) i 

(»raiits zebra (Equiis hut cheJIi grantt) 1 

Grevy's zebra {Equus g/eryi) 1 

Zebra-h(irse hybrid {Egiiu,-. gucyi 

cahatlus) " I 

Ze))ra-a>s hyluid {Eqiiiis Ofeiyi-asi- 
nils) I 


PKOROSCILEA. 

Ai.yssiliian idephant {Loxodonta afip 

L'lna oxyotis) 

Sumatran elephant {Etcphas Suma- 
tran 


sirem 

Florida maiiitee ^r.tch>Hiu-‘ 


1 )-. 

» " fiNlli oUMns, 

Water-iuikty t Anhutgn uahinga) 
American bite p.db gn {Pdtranus 

n 'it lit ot it jjii, ///,.„• i _ 

nuropwin wliit... ixlKaii (7'<I( cuau.s' 

onucroiahi'- \ 

Roseate iH lir.iii U‘,}imnu-<~ACuA.C 
Au.striiliun p, laaiu (o.isuic- 

Lllatus) 
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cicoNiiFOiiiiBS — Continued. 


Erown pelican (Pelecanus occide7italis) 0 

Florida cormorant iPhaJacrocorax 

auiitus floridanuiy) 13 

Great white heron (Ardea ocddvn- 

taVia) 2 

Goliath heron (Ardea goliath) 1 

American egret (Casmerodius egrctta)- 3 

Snowy egret (Egretta candidissima) 4 

lilaek-crownod night heron (Xycti- 

corax nycticorax yicuvius) 2S 

Eoatbill (Cochlearius cochleariUi<) 2 

White stork yCtcoiiia ciconia) 3 

EUiek stork (Oiconia nigra) 1 

liidiau jahiru (Xenoi’hynchus asiati- 

aiia) 1 

Straw-nocked ibis (Carijhihis i^pinicol' 

Us) 1 

Sacred ibis (Threskioniis cethlopicus) ^ 3 

Australian ibis {Th7-es}ciornis stiicti- 

pennis) 2 

White ibis (Guara alha) 13 

Seal let ibis (Guay'a ruhra) 1 

Roseate spoonbill (Ajaia ajaja) 2 

European flamingo (Phocnicopteriis 
robeiis) 1 

AXSERIFOllMES. 

Mallard (Aiu/s platyihyrichos) IS 


East Indian black duck plaiy- 

rJiyyiehos var.) 

Black duck (Atias ruhrlpcs) 

Australian l)Iack duck (Anas siipc}'- 


c-iliosa ) 4 

Gadwall (Chaulelasmus streperus) 2 

European widgeon (Mareca peiicJopt}- 8 

Baldpate (Mareca americana) 7 

Green-winged teal (Xetiion caro- 

Unense) 7 

European teal (Xettion crecca) lU 

I'-aikal teal (Xettion fonnosuin) 1 

Blue-winged teal (Querquedula dis- 

cors ) _ C, 

Garganey {Querquedula querquedula] - 1 

(Aiinamen teal ( Querquedula euanop- 

tera ) 1 

Shoveller {xpntula clypeaUi) 4 

Pintail (Dafila acuta) 0 

Wood duck (Aij; sponsa) 15 

Mandarin duck (Dendronessa galericu- 

lata) 17 

Rufous-crested duck (Xetta rufina) 1 

Canvas-back (Alarila valisineria) 2 

Redhead (l/an7a americana) s 

RIng-necked duck (ITarda colhiris) 1 

Lesser scaup duck (Afania affuii:,) 9 

White-<'yed duik fjfa/da 7iyrovti) 1 

Rosy'bil!e<l i.ochard (Mttopiana pepo- 

.s-aca) 4 

Egyptian goose (Chenulopex cegyptia- 

cus) 2 

Upland gouse yChloephaga leucoptera) ^ 2 

Snow got»se (Chen hyperhoreus) 2 

<ireater snow goose (Chen hiipcrho} cuti 

nivalis) 2 

Blue goose (Chen cwrulesctns ) 7 


1 


i 


ANSERiFOEMES — Continued. 

White-fronted goose (Anser alhifrons) ~ 
American white-fronted goose (Anser 

albifrons ganibeli) 

Bar-headed goose (Eulaheia iTidica) 

Canada goose (Branta ca7iadensis) 

Hutchins’s goose (Branta canadensis 

hutchinsii) 

Cackling goose (Branta canadensis 

minima) 

Brant (Branta henticla glaucogastra) ~ 

Barnacle goose (Branta leucopsis) 

Cape Barren goose (Cereopsis fiocee- 

hoUandice) 

Spur-winged goose (Plectropteriis gam- 

hensis) 

Pied goose (Anseranas seinipalmata) 

Black-bellied tree duck (Dcfidroeygna 

autumnalis) 

Eytoii’s tree duck (Dcndrocygna en- 

toni) 

White-faced tree duck (Dencli'ocygna 

viduata) 

Coscoroba swan (Cosco) oba eoSioroba) 

Mute swan (Cygiius gibbus) 

Whistling swan (Oior coUunbianns) 

Trumpeter swan (07or buccinator) 

Black swan (Chenopis atnita) 

FALCON IFORMES. 

South American condor (Tultur grih 

phud) 

California condor (Gymnogyps caJi- 

fornia7ius) 

Turkey vulture (Cathartes aura) 

Black vulture (Coragyps iiriibu) 

King vulture (^arcoramp7iws papa) 

Secretary bird (Sagittarius septn- 

ta rills) 

Griffon vulture (Gyps f ulcus) 

i ' in creo u s vulture ( -Eg i) p i u s m o n a - 

chus) 

Caracara (Polyhorus cheriway) 

Wedge-failed eagle (Ui'oaetus auduxi- 

Golden tNigle (Aquila chrysaetus) 

White-bellied sea eagle (Cunciima Icu- 

cogaster) 

Bald eagle (Haliwetus leiicoctphalus) ^ 
Alaskan bald eagle (Haliwetus leuco- 

cephalus alascanus) 

Broad-winged hawk (Butco platypte- 

rus) 

Red-tailed ha^vk (Buteo Ion alls) 

Red-shouldered hawk (Buteo lineatusi 

Sparrow hawk {Faloo sparverius) 

Duck hawk ifalco ptretirinus anaium) 

CALLIFORMES. 

Razor-billed curassow (Mitu 7nitu) 

Wild turkey {Meleagiis gallupai o sih 

vestris) 

Peafuwd (Paro cristntua) 

Peacock pheasant ( Poly pled run bkaU 

caratuin) 

Silver plicasant {Gninaus 7 iyethe- 
meni-,) 


3 

3 

1 

12 

9 

O 

11 


G 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

o 

•) 

11 

0 

1 
c 

4 
1 

1 

1 

41 

1 

1 
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GALLiFuuiiES — Continued. 


PSITTACIFORMBS. 


Ring-necked pheasant {Phasianus tor- 

quaius) 

Bobwhite (CoHnus virginianus) 

Gambel’s quail (Lophortyx gamhelii) - 
Valley quail (Lophortyx calif ornica 
valUcola) 


GltUIFOa-MES. 

East Indian gallinule (Porpliyrio caJ- 

VU8) 

American coot {FuUca amrricana) 

South Island weka rail {Oc-ydromus 

australis) 

>Short-winged weka (Ocydromus hra- 

cJiypterus) 

Earl’s weka {Ocydromus earli) 

Whooping crane {Grus amcrica7ia) — 

Sandhill crane (Grus mtxicana) 

Little brown crane {Grits canadensis ) ^ 
White-necked crane (Grus leucaiichi /i)- 
Indian white crane {Grus Icucoyeni- 

nus) 

Lilford’s crane (Grus Ulfordi) 

Sarus crane (Grus collaris) 

Australian crane {Grus rubicundu^ 

Demoiselle crane (Anthropoides viryo ) _ 
Crowned crane (Balearica pavonina) — 
White-backed trumpeter {Psophia Un- 
co pt era ) — 

Cariama (Caiiania cristatai 

Kagu (Rliynochctos jubatus ) — -- - 

CIIAUADRIIFORMEK. 

Yellow- wattled lapwing (LabivantUas 

indicus) 

Pacific gull (Gabianus paci/icus) 

Great black-backed gull {Larus man- 

nus ) 

Herring gull {Larus argentatus) 

Laughing gull {Larus atricilla)-^ 

Australian crested pigeon {Ocyphaps 

Xophotes) 

Bronze-wing pigeon (Phaps chahop- 

teta) 

Wonga-wonga pigeon (Ltncosarcia pi- 

cata) 

Wood pigeon {Columba palumhusi 

Mourning (love {Zenoidura 
Necklaced dove {i^pilopeUa tUjrina) — 

Zebra dovo {GeopeUa striata) 

Bar-should**red dove {GeopeUa hiune- 

ralis ) 

iiKM d<*v«* ardaff'JJa incm 

Cuban anuind dove (ClKmiepeUa pa^- 

strina {iffarUUn 

(Jre»m-v\ ing»‘<l dove {GhulcophnpK i/i- 

diva) 

New Guinea grren dovi* {GJialcophap-'i 

chry'<ochlora\ 

Ringed turtle-dove ( eptopr h’a nso- 

M'O . - 


Kea {2i€8tQr notabiUs) 4 

Cockateel {CaJopsiitu nocadiollundKei . li 
Rof'oato cockatoo (Kakatoe loseica- 

pilla) -- 

Ihiie-cMd coekattje {Kahaloe injm- 

nopis) 3 

Leadbeater’s cockatoo {Kakatoe lead- 

heat eri) I 

White cockatoo {Kakatoe alba) 2 

Sulphur-crested cockatoo {Kakatoe gal- 

erita) 

Great red-crested cockatoo {Kakatoe 

nioUiceensis ) 1 

Mexican gieeu macaw' (Ara mejri- 

cana\ — 2 

Blue-and-yellow macaw (A/ a uia- 

tauna^ - - 2 

Red-and-blue-and-yellow macaw (Ara 

maccio) 8 

Yellow-winged paroquet {Tirica viie-"- 

cens) 1 

Tui paroquet (i?rofO(/tTis sttlwjnaei *2 

Tovi paroquet (Bi'otogeris jugularis)- 2 

Yeilow-naped pairot {Ama;sona aufO- 

paUiata) 2 

Yellow-cheeked parrot {Amasoria au- 

tumnalh) 1 

Orange-winged parrot {Ama:eona ania- 

zonlca ) 1 

Red-ciowuod parrot { Amazona riridiy- 

< nails ‘ C 

Double yelluw-head parrot (Ama-rona 

orairix) 8 

Yellow'-headed parrot (Amazona oobro- 

cephala) 2 

’ Festive parrot (Amazona festita) 1 

Cuhan parrot {Amazona leucoccphala) - \ 

Gray parrot (Psittacus eritJiacus) 2 

Lesser vasa parrot iCoracopsis nigra) ^ t 

IVnuant’s purotiuet iPlntiiet.cus ele- 
gant-) 1 

Ro^ella paroquet i Platycerciis exitnius) - 1 

Black-tailed paioqiiet iPolyttlis mela- 

nura) o 

Ib d-rumprd par.aiuet {Psephotus hw- 

rnatonotus) ;l 

Rlng-neckfd paroquet iConurus tor- 

quatus ) 

\M'alo ''0 iiaroqnet (('onurua nepaltn- 

.sia) I 

Grass paroquet { Melopxittatus undxi- 
latus) . 

C’ou veil FORM EH. 


2 (fiant kingfisher iDaf'clo ifigas) 

SlKirt-lo eb d toucan ( Knmphaslo^t pi<- 

3 ciror/iv hm irarinatu'ti 

Barred owl iStrix car la) 

f. snowy owl iXyctia ny't,a^ 

Srrepcti owl {Otus a^ioi 

2 Griat lioiued <twl {Bubo virgiitianii'< i 
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coBACiiFORMEs — Continued. 

Western horned owl {Buto virginiayius 

vallescens) 

American barn owl (Tyto perJnta pra- 
tincola) 

TASSEBIFOIiMES. 

Silver-eared hill-tit {Mesia argen- 

tauris) 

Red-billed hill-tit (Liothrix 
Black-gorgeted laughing-thrush {Gat- 

rulax pectoralis) 

White-eared bulbul {Otocompsa leiico- 

tis) 

European blackbird {Turdus merula)- 

Robin (Planesticus migratorius) 

Cedar waxwing {BomJ)yciUa et’Jro 

rum) 

Piping crow-shrike {Gymnorhinn tihi- 

cen ) 

Count Raggi’s bird of paradise (Pani- 

d isea raggiana) 

Satin bower-bird (PtilonorJiynchiis rio- 

laceus) 

European raven {OorL'us corax) 

Australian crow {Corvus coronoidesi- 

Jackdaw (Corvua monedula) 

Yucatan Jay (Cisailopha yiicatanica) ^ 

Blue Jay {Cynnocitta cristata) 

Green Jay {XantJioura luxuosa) 

Australian gray Jumper {^truthidea 

cmerea) 

Starling {Stur7iu8 vulgaris) 

Crimson tanager (Ramphocelus dimi- 

diatus) 

Blue tanager {Thraupis cana) 

Shaft-tailed whydah {Tetrcrnura regia ) ^ 

Napoleon weaver {Pyromelana afra) 

Rod-billed weaver {Quelea quelea) 

Madagascar weaver {Foudia madagas- 

cariensis) 

Fire finch {Lagonostxcta senegala) 

Strawberry finch {Amandava ama ti- 
dal a) 

Cordon bleu (EstrUda phoenicotis) 

Nutmeg finch {Alunia punctulata\ 

White-headed nun (Munia maja) 

Black-headed nun (Munia atricapilld) ^ 
Java finch (Munia oryzivora) 


Alligator (Alligator missisi^ipietusi^) 
Teguexin (I'upinamhis tegiirxin } 

Gila monster (Heloderma suspectiiai) . 

Tree iguana (Iguana iguana) 

Rock iguana (Cyclura hfxolopha) 

Horned toad <P7ir^nosomo cornutum) - 

Rock python {python molurus) 

Anaconda (Eunectes murinus) 

Boa constrictor (Constrictor con- 
st} if ton . 

Spreading adder (Heterodon contor- 

tnx) 

i Ciduhi r f anst} u If}} ) - - 


t PASSERIFORMES — Continued. 

' White Java finch (Munia oryzivora) 

1 I Fawn-and-white bengalee (Uroloncha 

flavomacuJata) 

.‘1 Brown-and-white bengalee (U>'olo7icha 

' griseomaciilata) 

, lUack-faced Gouldian finch (Poephila 

gouldicc) 

3 Diamond finch (Sf6£?a?iopZt'ura i/uftata) 

h Zebra finch (Twniopygia castanotis) 

, Cutthroat finch (Amadina fasciata) 

3 Vera Cruz red wing (Agelaius phoeni- 
! ceus richmoiidi) 

0 ' Golden-hooded oriole (Icterus chryso- 

3 , cephalus) 

1 ' Turplo grackle (Quiscalus quisciila) 

Yellow-backed cacique (Cacicus cela)- 

1 Black-tailed hawfinch (Eophona mela- 

, nu)’a) 

4 Bullfinch (Pyrrhiila pyrrhula) 

Greenfinch (Chloris chloris) 

3 ; Yellowhammer (Emhcriza citrUiella) 

, European goldfinch (Carduelis cardue- 

2 ! Us) 

1 I Bramblefinch (Fringilla tnontifrmgilla) 

1 j European siskin (Spinus spinus) 

i i Mexican goldfinch (Astragalinus psal- 
1 i tna mcxicaniis) 

3 House finch (Carpodacus mexicaniis 

1 frontalis) 

! Purple finch (Carpodacus purpui cus) _ 
1 i Canary (Serinus cayiarius x 

0 , Green singing finch (Serinus icferns)- 

Slate-colored junco (Junro hyemalis) ^ 

1 Tree sparrow (Spizelln motiticola) 

2 White-throated sparrow (Zonotrichia 

2 alhicollis) 

1 Song sparrow (Melospiza melodia) 

1 San Diego song sparrow ) Melospiza 

I melodia cooperi) 

3 ' Fox sparrow (Passtrella ihaca) 

2 j California towhoe (Pipilo crissalis) 

Saffron finch (Sicalis ft av cola) 

fi Seed eater (Sporophila gutturalis) 

1 Nonpareil (Passcrina ciris) 

T j Blue grosbeak (Guiraca cwnilea) 

4 I Red-crested cardinal (Patoaria cuf ul- 

2 j lata) 

G j Cardinal {Cardinalis cardinaUb) 

RElHIIxES. 

30 j Coach-whip snake (Coluher flagfdlam) ^ 
2 ; Chicken snake (Elaphe quadriv-ittata) . 
7 Gophei-snake (Drymaichon conns cou- 

5 j peri) 

4 [ Pine snake (Pituophis mdanoleucus) - 

1 ' King snake (Lampropeltis getulus) 

2 Milk snake (Lampropeltis trian(jiilu})i ) 

2 Water snake (Xatrix sipedon) 

, Queen snake (Natrix septei}irittata) 

} j (barter snake (Thamnophis sirtaUs) 

I Moccasin (Agkistrodoyi piscirorus) 

1 ' Western diamond rattler (Crotalus 
1 I atrox) --- 


3 

4 
3 


3 


1 

5 

2 

1 

5 

3 

4 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1.1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

4 


0 

15 

1 

1 


1 

I 

1 
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1 

1 

3 

1 
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A:S'IstTAL KEPOET SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 1921. 


Ground rattler (Sistrunis miliarius) 2 

Snapping turtle (Chelydra serpen- 
tina) 2 

Rossigiion’s snaiiping turtle {Chdxj- 

dra rossignonii) 1 

Wood turtle (Clemmys inscuJpta) 2 

Diamond-back terrapin {MaJaclcmys 

centrata) 1 

Painted turtle {Chrysemys pkta) 1 

Cooter (Pseudeniyi, scripta) 1 


STATEMENT OF 1 
Accessions du 


Central American cooter {Pseudeniys 


ornata) 1 

Gopher tortoise {Goplierus polypfic- 

mus) 2 

T>uncan Island tortoise (Tistudo 

ephippium) 1 

Indefatigable Island tortoise (Testudo 

porteri) 1 

Albemarle Island tortoise {Testudo 
vicina) 2 


TIE COLLECTION. 
the year. 


Mammals. 

Birds. Reptiles. 

Totals. 

Presented 

. . ' 52 

73 

53 

178 

Born and hatched in National Zoological Park 

55 

21 ... 


7o 

Received In exchange 

57 

152 

6 

215 

Purchased 

9 

45 

9 

G3 

Transferred from other Government departments 

C2 

2 


C4 

Captured in National Zoological Park 


5 

2 

7 

Deposited 


9 

1 

10 

Total 

235 1 

307 

71 

613 

SUMMARY, 






Animals on hand July 1, 1920 . 




- 1.4ii7 


613 


Accessions during the year 

Total animals handled o 

L>ed net loss (by exchange, death, and return of animals on deposit) 495 

Animals on liand June 30, 1021 


Class. 


S{)P( u*-. Indivhl- 
imh. 


Mammals 

Birds 

Reptiles.. 


m o41 

24G 901 

34 1U3 


Total, June 30, 1921 


4^^ 1,515 


This is a gain in the collection of 59 species and 118 individuals 
over tlie total for June ;3U, 1920. The niimher of species shown' is 
greater than ever l)efore in the history of the park. 


\ ISl i UU^S. 

For the second time the offn-ial attendance records e.xceed 2 . 000,000 
The total number of visitors to the park f(jr the fiscal year, as deter- 
mined bv count and estimate was 2.400.837 a o-ain r.'f i-i .aa.a 

- . *5 -I &ain 01 1(1,232 over 

T,’ i ,1 in any 

WHS in Murcli, 1921, an avcraiic per of 12,612 
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The attendance by months was as follows : In 1920 — July, 172,500; 
August, 211,000; September, 190,900; October, 323,150; November, 
104,548; December, 78,050. In 1921 — January, 171,770; February, 
103,375; March, 390,988; April, 193,975; May, 270,475; June, 183,500. 

One hundred and twenty-four schools and e lasses, with a total of 
13,029 individuals, visited the park during the year. The number 
is greatly in excess of previous years, which have shown a steady 
increase. The American Ornithologists’ Union, then in convention 
ill Washington, visited the park on November 12, 1920; and the 
American Society of Mamrnalogists lield an informal meeting, with 
luneheon, at the superintendent's oflue May 4, 1921. 


IMPROVEMENTS. 


About 150 chestnut trees, many of large size, that had been killed 
during the x>ast few years by the prevalent bark disease, were logged 
during the winter. A small, secondhand sawmill and a shingle mill 
were purchased at low cost, and 140,000 feet of choice chestnut lum- 
ber and about 80,000 shingles v'ere salvaged by the operations. J'he 
dead chestnut trees were scattered through the undeveloped forest 
area in the northwestern part of the park, bordering Klingle Road ; 
and as great care was taken in logging, there has resulted very little 
damage to the beauty of the wood. A few yea mg chestnut trees not 
yet affected by the blight were left standing. With the sawmill on 
hand it will be possible to save much choice lumber from time to 
time as trees die or are removed in the development of the park. 

In continuation of the policy inaugurated two years ago, of widen- 
ing the main automobile roads crossing the park, the section of road- 
way between the concourse and the scales near the camel yards and 
stable was broken up and rebuilt. Other sections of the roads were 
repaired, and the ford across Rock Creek near Klingle entrance was 
rebuilt with cement and the approaches improved. A cement side- 
walk, 10 feet wide, corresponding to the walk on the north side of 
the entrance road at the Harvard Street gate was constructed on the 
south side from this entrance to the cement bridge. The number of 
visitors entering the park by this gate has greatly increased with 
the development of the Mount Pleasant section of the city, and the 
increased sidewalk area has been badly needed for several years. 

The great flight cage for large birds has been entirely cleaned, the 
steel framework and Avire covering scraped, and treated to two coats 
of i)aint. The roof of the camel and llama house has been repaired: 
and a new hot-Avater heating boiler installed in the monkey house. 

Minor improvements made during the year include Telford paA'e- 
ments in several of the paddocks, a shed for tools at the machine 
shop, preparation of a large paddock for the mountain goats, new 
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guard rails bordering the inclosure for the Sumatran eleiihants, 
painting of the puma cages and other ironwork, and the construc- 
tion of new trash receptacles and park benches. 

ULEAN-PARK OAiMPAION. 

Eegardless of park regulations, the paper and trash nuisance 
reached such serious proportions during the early spring months 
that a special campaign to enforce the laws against throwing and 
leaving rubbish on the lawns was inaugurated. With few excep- 
tions visitors have taken kindly to the requests of officers that all 
papers and other refuse be gathered up and deposited in the trash 
receptacles, and a very distinct improvement in the appearance ot 
the grounds has resulted. 

With the greatly increased attendance, and especially with the 
present popularity of the grounds for picnic purposes, the absolute 
enforcement of the rubbish law is imperative. Additional trash 
baskets have been provided, and it is the intention to carry the cam- 
paign to a point where every visitor will realize the importance of 
the regulations and the seriousness of a disregard for park cleanli- 
ness. The aid of the public has been solicited by signs calling at- 
tention to the paper and trash nuisance, with a request for help. 
The response from the majority of visitors is gratifying, and the 
untidy small minority will, if necessary, be dealt with by sterner 
methods. 

ALTERATIONS OF BOUNDARIES. 

The purchase of the land necessary for the protection of the 
Connecticut Avenue entrance was completed during the year. The 
area acquired by purchase, and the included highways which by the 
same act become a part of the National Zoological Park, make an 
addition of 247,*2G1.9 square feet or approximately aj acres. The 
total area of the National Zoological Park is now about 1T5 acres. 
The unexpended balance of $2,403.66, left from the appropriation of 
$80,000 made for the purchase of this land, is reappropriated in the 
sundry civil bill for 1922 toward the purchase of certain lots near the 
Adams Mill Poad entrance to the park, between the park and Adams 
Mill Eoad. The owners having declined to sell thesse lots within 
the price limits set by the act, steps have been taken toward the 
institution of proceedings of condemnation. 

IMROIITANT NEEDS. 

Resfavrant—Th^ most urgent improvement needed for the park 
is a suitable public restaurant. As pointed out in previous reports, 
the old refreshment stand, originally constru(*te<l as a temporary 
building when the attendance was only a small fraction of its pre.-ent 
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fiixnres, is not only in a bad state of repair but is wholly inadequate 
for the re(piired service. The estimated cost of a suitable building 
a year ago was $65,400. Since the park has now obtained, as men- 
tioned above, a large quantity of first-class chestnut lumber, includ- 
ing many heavy timbers, new plans have recently been drawn by the 
municipal architect with the idea of utilizing this lumber to ad- 
vantage. It is now believed that a restaurant building in every way 
suitable to the demands of the place, and probably more in keeping 
with the surroundings, can be constructed for $40,000. 

Small ~7nmnmal house, — A building properly constructed for the 
exhibition of small mammals has long been needed, but never so 
much as at the present time. Numerous small animals now in the 
(collection can not be shown for lack of quarters, and it is evident that 
more and more interest is being taken by visitors in the smaller 
species now on exhibition. 

Grading hanhs and filing ravines. — During the present year some 
progress will be made in continuing the work of grading in the west- 
central part of the park. This work was begun five years ago but 
was discontinued daring the war. Not only will a large area of 
comparatively flat space for deer yards and other paddocks result 
from the work, but the filling in of a near-by ravine will make 
possible the elimination of a dangerous curve in the main automobile 
road. It is greatly to be hoped that it will be possible to complete 
this work within the next year, so that the unsightly condition of 
that portion of the park adjoining the principal highway of traffic 
can be corrected and the ground utilized to advantage for the ex- 
hibition of animals. 

Kespectfully submitted. 

N. Houlister, 

* Sufcrintendenl . 

Dk. Charles D. Walcott, 

Secretary,^ Smithsonian Institution. 



APPENDIX 7. 

EEPORT OX THE ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY. 

Sir : The Astrophysical Observatory was conducted under the fol- 
lowing passage of the sundry civil act, approved June 5, 1919: 

Ai“.troi>hysieal Observatory: For maiutenaiiee of the Astropliyt^ical observa- 
tory, nncler the direction of the Smithsonian Institution, includiiu^ assistants, 
puvciiase of necessary boohs and ptTiodicals, apparatus, making necessary o]-)- 
servations in high altitudes, repairs and alterations of buildings, ami miscel- 
laneous expenses, .^13,000. 

The observatory occupies a number of frame structures within an 
inclosure of about 16,000 square feet south of the Smithsonian admin- 
istration building at Washington, and also a cement observing station 
and frame cottage for observers on a plot of 10,000 square feet leased 
from the Carnegie Solar Observatory, on Mount Wilson, Calif. 

xV new solar observing station was erected in July, 1920, at the ex- 
pense of funds donated for the purpose by Mr. John A, Roebling, of 
Bernards ville, N. J., and this station has been occupied as a solar 
radiation observing station by the Astrophysical Observatory since 
October, 1920. 

The present value of the buildings and equipment for the Astro- 
physical Observatory owned by the Government is estimated at 
$50,000. This estimate contemplates the cost required to replace the 
outfit for the purposes of the investigation. 

OF THE YEAR. 

At Washhif/ton . — The preparation of the manuscript for Volume 
IV of the Annals of the Observatory was continued. Owing to the 
postponement of its publication, it has required to be brought up to 
date bv repeated additions and modifications, and it is now expected 
to publish in Volume IV all the results up to September, 1020, when 
the solar radiation apparatus which had been employed on Mount 
Wilson was removed to ilount Harcpia Hala, xVriz. A great deal of 
measuring and computing was required to bring up to date the work 
of 1919 and 1020 on the solar constant of radiation and to work up 
the results of the closer vations of the distribution of light over the 
sun's disk, which have been carried on since 1916 with only partial 
reduction. This work went on under Mr. Fowle's direction, assisted 
by Mrs. Bond, computer, and for a few months by temporary com- 
puters, Miss Inez Ensign and Miss Esther Weaver, The cost of em- 
9S 
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l^ioyin^ these computers temporarily '^as borne by a gift of Mr. 
John A. Eoebling. At the close of the fiscal year the computations 
of the Annals had been very nearly completed. The manuscript of 
the volume was also almost ready for publication, and it is hoped to 
put the whole to press early in the autumn of 1921. 

As usual, a large amount of delicate instrument work has been 
done by Mr. A. Kramer, instrument maker, and still more delicate 
parts have been prepared by Mr. L. B. Aldrich, of the observatory 
staff. They have prepared and standardized a number of pyrhelio- 
meters, pyranometers, galvanometers, and bolometers for the use of 
the observatory and its stations. 

By invitation of Dr. George E. Hale, director of the Solar Observa- 
tory at Mount Wilson, Calif., Doctor Abbot has undertaken the prepa- 
ration of a special spectrobolometer for the observation of the energy 
spectra of the stars in the same manner in which we are accustomed 
to observe the energy spectrum of the sun. This outfit comprises a 
special spectroscope, a vacuum bolometer of special dimensions and 
construction, and a vacuum galvanometer designed to be of the very 
highest order of sensitiveness. The construction of this apparatus 
had been almost completed at the close of the fiscal year. 

Work in the -fielcL — As stated in last years report, by the gener- 
osity of Mr. John A. Eoebling, of Bernardsville, K. J., not only has 
the private station of the Smithsonian Insitution located near Cal- 
ama, Chile, been removed to the top of a mountain about 8 miles 
farther south, but the station of the Astrophysical Observatory has 
been relocated on the mountain called Harqua Hala, situated about 100 
miles to the northwest of Pheonix. Ariz. In June, 1920, Doctor Abbot 
selected the site for the latter station and arranged with local con- 
tractors for the erection of an adobe building about 40 feet long, 
10 feet wide, of two stories. The lower story, underground, was 
designed for the instruments, and the upper story for a dwelling 
house and computing rooms for the observers. Proceeding from 
Arizona to Mount Wilson, Doctor Abbot was joined early in July by 
Mr. L. B. Aldrich, and together they carried out at Mount Wilson, in 
July, August, and part of September, the usual observations on the 
solar constant of radiation and on the distribution of radiation over 
the sun’s disk. In addition, they conducted a number of other in- 
vestigations, including a redetermination of the constants of the 
secondary pyrheliometers employed in the research, a redetermina- 
tion of the transmission of the spectrobolometer for different wave 
lengths, various investigations with the pyranometer and the 
Angstrom pyrgeometer, and, assisted by Mrs. Abbot, investigations 
on the use of solar radiation for cooking purposes. 

The solar cooking outfit erected on Mount Wilson some years ago 
was in 1920, for the first time, brought to a reasonable degree of per- 
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fection. The mirror, which is of parabolic cylindrical shape, about 10 
feet lone and 7 feet wide, brings the solar radiation to focus on a tube 
filled with oil which passes up the axis of the mirror, parallel to the 
earth's axis, and about this tube, on suitable rollers, the mirror is 
rotated by means of a simple and inexpensive clockwork, in order that 
it may always face toward the sun. The oil tube is connected with a 
reservoir of oil about 10 feet higher up and from this a return tube 
goes underneath the mirror, thus completing the circuit for the 
flow of oil which the mirror, by focusing the sun rays, strongly 
heats. The reservoir contains about a barrel of oil, which is such 
as is used for lubricating gas-engine cylinders. The reservoir and 
the oil circuit tubes are protected from the loss of heat, as far as 
possible, by insulation. The greatest loss of heat, however, occurs 
with the naked tube which passes through the mirror. This, how- 
ever, is protected by a glass tube 4 inches in diameter, and this, in 
turn, by flat sheets of glass covering the whole mirror and protecting 
it from dust and wind. Two ovens are inserted in the rear of the 
reservoir, which is just outside the door of the observer’s cottage 
on Mount Wilson, and food after being prepared in the kitchen, 
may be baked, boiled, or stewed in these ovens, according to the 
character of the dish. Nearly all of the food prepared for the use 
of the observers during their stay on Mount AVilson, from July 1 to 
September 15, was cooked by this solar cooker. The great advantage 
of the cooking is that the reservoir stays hot for a good many hours, 
so that coolring may be continued through the night or even through 
a partially cloudy day. The apparatus proved to be especially satis- 
factory for the canning of fruit. 

In the early part of September Messrs. Abbot and Aldrich packed 
the apparatus which had been used on Mount AA'ilson for observing 
the solar constant of radiation and shipped the same to AVenden. 
Ariz., the nearest railroad station leading to Mount Harqua Hala. 
The apparatus was set up for observations by the end of September, 
and Doctor Abbot, with Mr. F. A. Greeley as assistant, carried on 
solar radiation measurements beginning October 3 continuous! v 
until January 20, 1921, when Doctor Abbot was relieved by Air. L. B. 
Aldrich, who in turn was relieved by Air. A. F. Moore, formerlv 
director of the observatory at Calama and Alontezuma. Chile, who 
reported for duty about April 20. It is intended to carry on the 
solar constant observations at Alount Harqua Hala on all davs when 
the weather ])ei niits for seA eral years in cooperation with the similar 
observations being made at Alontezuma, Chile. AA'ith the results of 
the two stations, it is hoped to furnish a sound basis for (he study of 
solar variation and the dependence of terrestrial weather conditions 
thereon. The station at Alount Harqua Hala was erected after a 
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considerable in\ estimation by the United States Weatlier Bureau of 
sites in California, Arizona, and Nevada. From the middle of Sep- 
tember, when ISIessrs. Abbot and Aldrich arrived in the vicinity, 
until some time in February the conditions Avere found to be superior 
to Avhat had been expected. About 70 per cent of the days during 
that interval v^ere fit for observation. The months of March, April, 
and May proved to be less satisfactory than Avas anticipated, owing 
to a thick haziness and much cirrus cloud. This defect, hoAvever, 
seems to be attending the general!)" unusual character of the weather 
in large areas of the globe. During the first four months of the 
year 1921, for instance, hardly more than half of the usual number of 
observations were made at the station in Chile, and other facts might 
be cited Achich would tend to show that the earlier part of the year 
1921 was of Aery unusual character from a Aveather standpoint. 

The station on Mount Harqua Hal a, being 15 miles from IVenden, 
the railroad station, and 5 miles from a Avagon road, is A^ery isolated. 
The effect of such isolation on the morale of observers Avas very 
thoughtfully considered by Mr. John A. Roebling, and he added con- 
siderably to his first gift in order to provide a great many things for 
the comfort and recreation of the observers, both in Arizona and 
South America. Not all of these arrangements had been completed 
at the close of the fiscal year, so that mention of them may he de- 
ferred more properly to next year's report. 

PEUSOXXET.. 

Miss F. A. Clraves resigned as computer on August 10, 1920. 

SUMMAKY. 

The year has ])een marked by the transfer of the solar radiation 
measurements from Mount Wilson, Calif., to IMount Harqua Hala. 
Ariz., to secure more perfect weather conditions. It is intended to 
continue solar constant observations there daily when possible 
throughout the entire year for seA^eral years. Similar duplicate ob- 
servations are to be carried on at Montezaima, Chile, at the private 
station of the Smithsonian. Thus it is hoped to provide an excellent 
basis of solar radiation measurements to compare Avith Avcather 
phenomena. This may lead to adA^ance in methods of Aveather fore- 
casting. Volume IV of the annals, coA'cring the years 1912 to 1920. 
IS practically ready for the press. 

Respectfully submitted. 

C. G. Ai’-rnT. 

T>irerfn}\ 

Dr. C. D. Walcoit, 

^ccrefary. ^mHhxoman Imiltvf'ion, 
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EEPOET ON THE INTESXATIONAL CATATX)OHE OF 
SCIENTIFIC LITEEATUEE. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report on the opera- 
tions of the United States Bureau of the International Catalogue of 
Scientific Literature for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1921 : 

All volumes of the fourteenth annual issue liave been published, 
completing the catalogue through the year 1914. Financial condi- 
tions, brought about by the war and the excessive advance in the 
cost of publication, have since made it necessary to temporarily sus- 
pend printing the catalogue. ISIuch of the material for 1915 and 
subsequent years is in the hands of the London central bureau ready 
for publication as soon as financial support is assured and publica- 
tion costs are more nearly normal. 

The work of this Imreau during tl:e year has consisted in collect- 
inir data from periodicals regularly publisliing scientific papers, of 
which there are about 550 in the Lmited States. In addition to these 
there are over 400 occasionally containing scientific matter. Book 
notices, reviews, and publishers" lists and the publications received 
through exchange by tlie Smithsonian Institution are also system- 
atically used in order to make sure that no paper coming wfithin the 
scope of the catalogue is overlooked. Eeference slips are prepared 
for each paper thus coHected, and the contents classified to conform 
to the International Catalogue subject schedule. Practically all of 
the classification is done by specialists, and much difficulty is ex- 
perienced in obtaining suitable aid for this part of the work, owing 
to the very limited funds available. This lack of funds has always 
seriously interfered with the work of the bureau : but as much of the 
data through the year 1020 have been classified and are now held 
pending the resumption of publication, it is hoped that by the time 
it is called for by the central bureau most of tlie index cards will be 
ready, and that when the published volumes have been brought up 
to date a larger annual appropriation will be grantedi, that all cur- 
rent publications may be immediately dealt wdth. 

When it is considered that between 25,000 and 30,0<)0 reference 
cards have annually l^een furnisbod by this bureau, some idea of the 
amount of expert and clerical l;d.H.)r involved is apparent. 

As a resume of th.e hi'-tory of tiie entci4)ri-e was ]aib!isl;a.| in the 
report of this bureau for tlie last fiscal year. It is mine -ess irv to again 
repeat it excepting to sbate that financial cliffi ailties have not been 
relieved, although, owing to as-uranocs made by influential dtdegates 
102 
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to a conference held under the auspices of the Eoyal Society in 
Lonclou during September. 1920, it appears that if certain condition-'^ 
can be met financial support may be looked for from the United States. 
This conference, called by the Eoyal Society to consider the future of 
the International Catalogue of Scientific Literature, was held in 
London September 2S and 20, 1020. The following delegates at- 
tended, representing the countries named : Denmark, Prof. iVI, 
Knudsen; France, A. Lacroix; Holland, Dr. G. van Eijnberk; 
Japan, Dr. Hantaro Xagaoka ; Xorreay, Mr. Eolf Laache: Sweden, 
Baron Alstromer; Switzerland, Dr. Hermann Escher, Dr. ilarcel 
Godet, Dr. H. Field; Thiited States, Dr. Eobert 2>r. Yerkes (Xational 
Eesearch Council), Dr. L. E. Dickson (Xational Academy of 
Sciences), ^Ir. L. C. Gunnell (Smithsonian Institution) ; India, Sir 
IL H, Hayden, F. E. S.; Xew Zealand, Prof. A. Denby, F. E. S.: 
Victoria, Prof. E. IV. Skeats; South Africa, Sir Thomas ^luir, 
F. E. S.; West Australia, ^Ir. C. B. Eushton. Eeprosenting the 
Eoyal Society: Sir Joseph Thompson, president E. S.; Sir David 
Prain, treasurer E. S. : Mr. J. H. Jeans, secretary E. S. ; Prof. H. E. 
Armstrong, F. E. S. ; Dr. F. A. Bather, F. E. S.^; Dr. U C. ?>Iitchell, 
F, E, S.; Sir Arthur Schuster, F. E. S. There wore also present 
Dr. S. I. Franz (Lmited States of America), representing: the Eocke- 
feller Foundation, and Sir F. G. Ogilvie and iMr. L. S. Lloyd ((ireat 
Britain). Two Italian delegates, Prof, Eaffaello Xasini tiivl Comm. 
Ing, Ernesto i\ran^‘ini, Avere delayed on tlie journey and did not arrive 
until the end of the conference. Those tAvo distinguislied Italian 
leprcsentatums were A’cry earnest in their desire to see the catalogue 
continued, and both agreed Avith the decisions of the other delegates. 

After tAAm daA's taken up in considering the financial situation a^ 
presented b}^ the Eoyal Society, and discussion of the general affairs 
of the enterprise, the following resolutions Avere agreed on unani- 
mously : 

1. Tluit the catalogue shouM be toiiiporarily rniitinueh in its prc^jcnt h»nn 

for the year lOlo anU possibly also as a sincrlc for the TierirU 1010-1020, 

provided adequate hnaiicial support can ho obtained. 

That at the earliest possible date opportunity b** taken to nn'nusider the wluUe 
character of the subsequent work of or^ranization. 

That one of the first qua^stiou?; to bo <'onsi(]erc-<I be the pos’^iluliry of convert- 
ing: the International Catalo^uie of Scientific Literature into a (‘unnihuiA'e siih- 
.1ect and authors’ index, the volumes of which shall he puMisiied at inttu-vals 
of ?>, o, or 10 years, in accordance Avith the status and needs of their respect rm 
siiences; and that the materials shall be obtained so far as praclicalde in eo- 
loperation with the ahstractinp: journals of the world and otlier auencics afford- 
inc: rapid information, includini? re.qional bureaus. 

It was also agreed unanimously — 

2. That, inasmuch as the Tloyal Society is no lonjxor able to accept financial 
responsibility for the cntalomie. it is essential that adequate Rnancial support, 
including: working: capital, be provided. 
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FurttuT, the \vas exprot?«ed I>y the de]e;:at;f's ^"(‘n(>ral!y (other than 

those represent in jr tlu^ lioyal Society) that the Koyal So(dety, being relieved of 
hnaneial i‘osp«>nsiJ)ility. should otherwise act as hert'tofore. 

Filially the conference resolved— 

That a committee be ai)poiiited to draw np deiiiiile pi-oposals in accordajn‘e 
with tlu' above resolutions and tluit the report of the connnittee be forwarded 
to the oonmal of the Koyal Society. 

4. That the council of the Royal Society be requested to take such steps with 
regard to the recommendations of this committee as they think fd. 

The committee appointed under the resolution T made the follo\v- 
iii" recommendations, subject to adequate financial ])rovision hein^ 
assured : 

(rr) Idiat tin* <'entral bureau be insiruct*"?! to pnx ec'd w iUi i)ubli(‘ation nf 
the 101 .*> issue, 

(h) I'hat the central bureau be further instructed to colloid material for tlm 
period 1016=1020 with a view" to the early piiblicatieii of the issue 1916-1020. 

The committee further recommended — 

(c) That the council of the Koyal Society reipiost the oxt'cntive commit t('e 

the International Council of the Catalosme to proceed to collect information 
as to the various issues raised in the foregoing resolutions of the conference 
and to report at as early a date as possible. 

The fourteenth issue was not completed at the time of t]>e liieet- 
inor. Below is a table shoAvin^ the receipts and expendi tiires of the 
London central bureau on account of the first IT i-sues: 







Receipt 


Ex p'-'ii figures. 






£ 




^ d. 

Fir^t iisue 





7, O&A 

10 

3 

7, 117 

0 0 

Second is^ue 





7, ir>s 

16 

1 

7,115 

91 7 

Third issue 





7, 152 

15 in 

6,807 

5 1 

Fourth issue 





7,010 

14 

1 

7,009 

19 5 

Fifth issue 





6, 745 

n 

10 

8,216 

17 8 

Sixth issue.. .. 





0, 7 17 

14 

7 

7,895 

in 1 

Seventh issu*^ 





7, 372 

17 

1 

7,493 

1 10 

Eighth issue 





7 079 

4 



1 5 










Ninth issue.. 





7,212 

17 

7 

6.917 

3 8 

Tenth is‘?ue. . 





7.183 

U 

0 

7,271 

12 7 

Eleventh issue . . 





6,796 

IS 

4 

6,894 

16 S 

Twelfth issue 





5,580 

17 

1ft 

6, 752 

U 6 

Thirteenth issue * 





5.011 

9 i'» 

8, 783 

n 6 






S8. 747 

4 

6 

95. 555 

14 0 


» Thn war XcnaM bofrirc the eleventh I'^'^ne \\a’' coninlcted, so that the falling f)f[ m le.'iaiti- dLirin ' the 
last three years may be attributed to loss of subscription^ ^rora Germany, Au tna, Hungary, Polanfi'and 
Beluiuin. ^ ' '.a,i< 

2 The increased expenditures on tbe thirfoenth i mean es finm tint ha\ ire taken tv, o -’pt- ,, 
of one to com pier e. 

From this table it will be s-ecii that uu tbe completion of tbe tentli 
issue, before war conditions interfered, receipts and expenditures 
practically balanced, and it is apparent that bad not these une.x- 
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[.•ected conditions arisen the whole enterprise would have been self- 
sustaining'. Before war began many changes were contemplated to 
improve the service rendered ])y the catalogue and bring it more 
nearly to the high standard set hy the original brilliantly conceived 
plan which so many of the world's leading men of science had taken 
])art in fornudating and which was referred to in some detail in tlie 
last annual report of this bureau. 

There is and has been no question of the need and value of an 
Internatiunal Catalogue of Scientific Literature, and it is the opinion 
of almost everyone interested in such matters that no better plan has 
ever been presented to accompll.'.lx the ends sought. Any new en- 
terprise would lack the greatest present asset of the catalogue, which 
is the official support of most of the civilized nations, and it is witli 
this support practically assured for the future that the catalogue 
will start in its endeavor to gain the tinancial assistance necessary 
to compensate for losses caused by the late war. 

Xew agencies, such as abstract journals representing all branches 
of science, are to be undertaken by other organizations, and it is 
through cooperation with these that the catalogue is to be produced 
in the future, thus meeting all requirements of scientific workers as 
well as those of reference libraries and of those engaged in general 
investigation. 

From the attitude of the foieign delegates at the conference it is 
apparent that there exists no lack of interest or desire to continue 
the work, hut all of these countries are now under unprecedented 
iinancial strain, which is greatly increased by abnormal rates of ex- 
change, so for the present, at least, their aid must be less than it 
would be during normal times. There is in this country a groAving 
interest in supplying the needs of scientific workers, and plans are 
iiiuler Avay to publisli abstract journals in all branc*hes of science not 
already represented. These plans were brought to the notice of the 
coniereiK'e by the xVinerican delegates, representing the Xational 
Academy of Sciences, the Xational Research Council, and by a repre- 
sentatiAe of the Rockefeller Foundation, who Avas present. From 
statements there made it appears that the money needed to establish 
these enterprises is available and the resolutions of the conference 
took into account cooperation with tliese neAv organizations for the 
common benefit of the publishing bodies and of scientific investi- 
gators. 

\Try respectfully, yours, 

Leonard C. Gunnell, 

As.sJrsfif/ft hi Chifrge. 

Dr. Charles D. WALCorr, 

A'cr '//, N Ui if It is’o/i ! a n I n st}f nti o n . 



APPENDIX 9. 


llErOKT ox THE LIBEAEY. 

Sir : I have the hoiior to submit the following report on the activ- 
ities of the library of tlie Smithsonsian Institution fur tlie fiscal year 
ended June 30, 1921: 

The number of packages received Avas 27,327, an increase over 
the preceding year of 3,577. Of these 25,150 Avere recelAed by mail 
and 2,171 through the International Exchange Service. Many of 
the packages received through the international exchanges, it might 
be mentioned, AA^ere exceptionally large, consisting of publications 
issued during the years 1914 to 1920, Avhen it aauis not possible to 
send them on account of the war. 

SMITHSONIAN MAIN LIBKATiY. 

In order that material received for tiie Smithsonian Library may 
be made available to the public at the earliest possible moment, 
publications Iuiat been transmitted daily, as in years past, to the 
Smithsonian deposit in the Library of Congress. Tiie number of 
publications so transmitted Avas 0,250, composed of 4,910 complete 
volumes, G07 parts of A^olumes, 721 pamphlets, and 12 charts. The 
accession numbers extended from 534,019 to 537,229. Four thousand 
four hundred and sixty-four foreign government documents, pre- 
sented to the Smithsonian Institution Avere transferred to the 
Idbrary of Congress in accordance Avith the establiblied practice. 

ilaterial from abroad has been steadily coining in, and the re- 
ceipts for the year have been much larger tliaii Avas anticipated. The 
number of authors’ reprints and theses from Cerman universities and 
institutes of technology has been exceptionally large, covering the 
years 1914 to 1920. These Avere received from the universities of 
Berlin, Breslau, Frankfurt-am-Main, Freibiirg-im-Breis aaii. Halle- 
an-der Saale, Heidelberg, Kiel, Leipzig, Marburg, Zurich, Dornat 

Helsingfors, Lund, Paris, Amsterdam,Brussels,Delit,Cdient,Leiden^ 

and Utrecht; and from the institutes of technology at Berlin! 
BraunschAveig, ytockholm, Utrecht, and Zurich. 

Cafaloguhtg . — As Avill be seen by comparison, the cataloguinn- ac- 
complidied has been more than double that of last year. 
lOG 
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VjZI 1920 


Volumes catalogued GAo2 2,332 

Volumes rocatalogufcd i "3 

Library of Congress cards OIm > 7y7 6l8 

Catalogue cards typed 4, 970 2, 2S0 

New titles added to author catalogui I 2, 5i7 809 


Large as the amount of cataloguing has been, however, in com- 
parison with last year, it has not been suhicient to meet the demands 
occasioned by the receipts; and many of the reprints and theses 
remain uu catalogued. 

Periodicals . — The number of entries at the periodical desk w^as 
14.008. Nine hundred and forty-five volumes veere completed. 

Exchanges . — The securing of publications in exchange for the 
completion of sets in the Library of Congress has been continued, 


with the following results : 

Number of want cards received iivaii — 

Smithsonian division.^ . . 2i)l 

Periodical division.^-. _ _ 00 

Order division __ . __ ds 

Total 420 

Number of publications secured for — Vois. Furt^. 

Smithsonian division 200 255 

Periodical division 10 201 

Order division __ . 5 3 

Total . 324 450 


OFFICE LlBUAPvY. 

Access ions to the olfice library, including the aeronautical collec- 
tion, the collection of Bonaparteana, the art room collection, and 
the employees’ library, nimibered 317 volumes, 4 parts of volumes, 
and 408 pamphlets. This does not include many periodicals, of 
which the current numbers are kept on lile in the reading room, and 
the completed volumes transmitted at the end of the year to the 
Library ol Congress. The library is greatl}" indebted to Dr. Frank 
AVigglesworth Clarke for the prerentation of liis unique collection of 
authors’ reprints on the determination of the atomic weights, num- 
bering 4S2 titles. 

Circulation . — The total circulation of the Library was 3,485, con- 
sisting of 2,T08 magazines borrowed from the reading room, 50G 
books from the employees’ library, and 171 from the reference room. 
^Ltny volumes whdcli tu‘e not permitted to leave the biiihling were 
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consulted, especially reference works and the books of the aero- 
nautical collection and the De Peyster collection. 

Bibliography . — The second volume of the Bibliography of Aero- 
nautics, prepared by the assistant librarian, covering the period from 
1909 to 1910, was completed and published by the National Advisoiy 
Committee for Aeronautics. This volume contains approximately 
35,000 citations and cross references, and supplements the material 
contained in the volume published by the Smithsonian Institution 
as volume 55 of the Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections. The 
aeronautical libraiy is growing and becoming more and more im- 
portant. 

MUSEUM LIBRARY. 

Continued interest has been manifested during the year in the 
increase of the scientihe collections of the United States National 
Museum. Among those who have donated valuable material to the 
librarj:^ be mentioned Dr. J. M. Aldrich, Mr. H. S. Barber, Mr. 
A. H. Clark, Dr. William H. Dali, Dr. O. P. Hay, Dr. W. H. Holmes, 
Dr. Walter Hough, Dr. Ales Hrdlicka, Mr. W. R. Maxon, Dr. G. S. 
iVIiller, Dr. C. W. Richmond, Mr. J. H. Riley, ^Ir. S. A. Rohwer, 
Mr. W. Schaus. Mr. W. L. Schmitt, Dr. R. W. Schufeldt, Dr. L. 
Stejneger, Mr. B. H. Swales, Dr. Charles D. Walcott, and the late 
Dr. Joseph Paxson Iddings. 

Especially worthy of mention is the library of the late Doctor 
Iddings, comprising upward of 1,000 books and pamphlets, chieflv 
on geological subjects. Doctor Iddings, as is well known, was one of 
America’s leading petrologists, and his 40 years’ accumulation of 
authors’ excerpts on this branch of science w^as unusually large. 
The donation, made through his sister, Mrs. Francis D. Cleveland, is 
therefore important. Indeed it forms the most important single 
acquisition to the geological section of the library since the founda- 
tion of the department in 1880. 

The geological and paleontological collections have been further 
augmented during the year by the continued gifts of the Secretarv 
of the Smithsonian Institution, Dr. Charles D. Walcott, most of the 
books donated being volumes of highly technical content and of great 
value to those undertaking ad\’anced researches along these lines. 

The additions to the sectional library of the division of molliisks 
through the gift of Dr. William FT. Dali have made possible a con- 
tinued study in the United States National iMiiseum of the more re- 
cently discovered mollusks and tertiary fo.ssils. The library is o-reatlv 
indebted to Doctor Dali, during these times when scientific books of 
this charader are so expensive and so difficult to secure, for the con- 
tinued interest year l)y year in the selection and presentation of so 
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many volumes for this section. The number of titles added this year 
b}’ Doctor Dali was 317. 

Accessions, — Four thou^^and seven hundred and sixty volumes were 
accessioned during the year, including 2,041 completed volumes and 
2,719 pamphlets. The number of books in the library is now 150,007, 
of wdiich 58,658 are bound volumes and 91,409 pamphlets and un- 
bound i:)apers. 

Cataloguing . — Seven hundred and seventy-seven volumes and 2,043 
pamphlets were catalogued. 

Periodicals. — The number of periodicals entered was 15,427. 

Loans. — The number of books loaned was 7,432. Of these, 1,778 
were borrowed from the Library of Congress, and 105 from other 
libraries. 

Binding. — Owing to the increased cost of binding, it has been pos- 
sible to have only 092 books bound, most of these being volumes 
which could not be bound last year, when the funds for this purpose 
were exhausted in Januaiy, the allotment being sufficient for a period 
of six months only. This year the funds were exhausted in Xovem- 
ber, some two months earlier. An increased allotment for binding 
is earnestly recommended. 

Technological series. — The compiling of a subject and title cata- 
logue for material in the technological series is slowly progressing, 
and it is hoped that it may be brought to completion within the 
course of a year. Additions to the series, exclusive of duplicates, 
number 210 bound volumes, 133 pamphlets, 0,372 periodicals. To 
the scientific depository catalogue, 1,180 cards have been added, in- 
cluding author, title, and subject entries. The books and periodicals 
loaned number 210. 

Sectional libraries. — Following is a list of sectional libraries : 


Adiiiiiiistration. 

Adniaiiistrative assLstaut’s otRce. 
A nier ican a rcUeol ogy . 
Anthropology, 
liirds. 

Botany. 

Editor’s olHro. 

Ethnology. 

Fishes, 

Food. 

( Jeology. 

<irai)liio arts. 

History. 

Insects. 

I n vertel )ra t ^ toh >gy . 

Mammals. 

Marine invertebrates. 

Medicine. 


I Mechanical technology. 

I Mineiais. 

' Mineral technology, 
j Mollusks. 

I Ohl World an'hoology. 

I Paleobotany. 

I Photography. 

I Physical anti tropology. 

I Property clerk. 

! i Registrar’s odlce. 

Reptiles and hatrachian'5. 
Superintendent’s uHlce. 
Taxidermy. 

Textih‘S. 

Vertel ) ra t e \ k \ leon tol < »gy . 
War library. 

Wood te('hnol<»gy. 
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ASTKOPHYSIOAL OBSERVATOKY LIBRARY. 

Additions to the library of the Astrophysical 0}:)servatory num- 
bered 72 volumes, 12 parts of volumes, and 37 pamphlets. 

BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY LIBRARY. 

The report of operations of the library of the Bureau of American 
Ethnology will be found in the report of that bureau. The library 
is administered under the direct care of the chief of that bureau. 

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART LIBRARY. 

The library of the Xational Gallery of Art was during the past 
fiscal yetir administered under tlie direction of the library of the 
United States Xational Museum, and its accessions are included in 
the statistics given for that library. 

FREER GALLERY OF ART LIBRARY. 

Accessions to the library of the Freer Gallery of Art, including 
publications presented to the Smithsonian Institution and deposited 
there for reference use in connection with tlie Freer collections. 
niim]:>er 113. Especially worthy of mention is the gift by Messrs. 
Ton-Ying & Co., of Xew York, in commemoration of Mr. Charles 
L. Freer, of 33 rare Chinese manuswipts of the Ming period, con- 
stituting 108 volumes. 

NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK LIBRARY. 

Eleven volumes were added to the library of the Xational Zoolo‘n- 
( ai Park during the year. 


SU.MMARY OF ACCESSIONS. 

The accessions during the year, vith the exception of those for tlie 
library of the Bureau of American Ethm)logy, may be summarized 
as follows : 


To the Siiiithi^oiium clepo'lt in the Lihniry of Co!i':revs. indu'liir^ p-ivr^ 

to eoUi[>lete set.s 

To Lie Sicithsoiiiaii odi'H', Astr* ‘pli\ 1 < ►h- 'i‘\ aL(»r\ , Fm r Gu!!<-rv of 

Art, uiul National Zooloj^Ucal Park libraries ' 

To the FniteU Slates Nmionul Mnscuiii library, in.hu'iin'x ac(_v>.noiis for 
the Naii.'iuil G.Lll<‘ry ol' Art 


0. 2r>0 

038 
4. TGO 


Pespectfully .sulauitiC'l. 

Pa I T, IhiocKirrr. 

d.s*v7 tiUif L!u/\i,!a/K 

Dr. CiiAimrs I). Walcoit, 

AV >’^ntifhsonuui I nslltiith-n. 
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EEPOPvT OX THE PUBLICATIONS. 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the folloAving report on the pub- 
lications of the Smithsonian Institution and its branches during the 
year ending June 30, 1921 : 

The Institution proper published during the year T x^apers in the 
series or Miscellaneous Collections, 1 annual rex^^ort and pamx^ldet 
coxhes of 27 articles in the ax^pendix to the rex^ort, a reprint of the 
Smithsonian Mathematical Tables, and two sj^ecial x^^^hlications. 
The Bureau of American Ethnology published three bulletins and 
a list of the publications of the bureau. The United States National 
Museum issued 1 annual rex->ort, 8 bulletins, I sex^arate x^^trts of bul- 
letins, 51 separate x^^d^tu's from the x^t’t>^‘^6dings, and 5 x>arts of 
volumes in the series Contributions from the Lhiited States National 
Herbarium. 

The total number of x^^tblications distributed by the Smithsonian 
and its branches was 112,208, which includes 255 volumes and sex^a- 
rates of the Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, 12,922 vol- 
umes and separates of the Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, 
21,123 volumes and sex)arates of the Smithsonian annual rex^orts, 
89,000 volumes and scx:>arates of the National Museum x^ublications, 
12,795 x^tiblications of the Bureau of American Ethnology, 2,000 
special x^tiblieations, 14 volumes of the Annals of the Astroxdiysical 
Observatory, 40 rex^^orts on the Harriman Alaska ex])edition, 414 re- 
]>orts of the American Historical Association, and 315 x^iblications 
presented to but not issued by the Smithsonian Institution. 

.SillTHSONIAN VIISCKLLANEOUS OOLLECTIOAS. 

Of the Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, volume 71, 1 pax)er 
was issued; volume 72, C papers; in all, 7 x^'ax^crs, as follows: 

VOLUAIE 71. 

No. 1. Smitlisouian Physical Tables, Seventh Ptevised Ediiion. Prepared hy 
Frederick E. Fuwle. September 21, 1020. xlvi^-d.jO i*p. (Publ. 2d39. ) 

VOLI'ME 72. 

No. 3. Ueports np<m two collecrious of mosses fi-om Erlt’sh East Africa. Py 
11. N. Dixon. SeptemlK'r 1. 1920. 20 pp., 2 pis. (PuIjI. 25S8.) 

No. 4. Dia^moses of some new 2 :cnera of birds. r>y IM)ert lUdcway. December 
C. J020. 4 pp. {Publ. 2588.1 

111 
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No. 5. New selaginellas from tlie v^’e^^tern ETuited States. By William U. 

Maxon. December 22, 1920. 10 pp., 6 pis. (Publ. 25S9.) 

No. G. Explorations and tield-work <*C the Smithsonian Institution in 1920. 

May 12, 1921. 12G pp., 138 figs. (Publ. 2010.1 
No. 7. Sea-lilies and feather stars. By Austin H. Clark. April 28, 1921. 13 

pp., 16 pis. (Publ. 2G20.) 

No. 9. Neoab))ottja, a new cactus genus from Hispaniola. By N. I.. Britton and 
J. N. Uo^e. June 15, 1921. G pp., 4 pis. (Publ. 2051.) 

SMITHSONIAN ANNUAE REPORTS. 

REPORT FOR 1918. 

The complete volume of the Annual Eeport of the Board of 
Eegents for 1918, together with pamphlet copies of the papers in the 
general appendix, was received from the Public Printer during the 
year. 

Annual Report ot the Board of Regents of the Siuitlisoiiian Institution, show- 
ing operations, expenditures, and condition of the Institution for tlie yt‘:»r 
ending June 30, 1918. xii + G12 pp., 54 pis,, 12S text figs. (Puhi. 2549.) 

The appendix contained the following papers : 

The Discovery of Helium, and What Came of It, by C. G. Abbot. 5 i*]). 
(Publ. 2550.) 

An Account of the Rise of Navigation, by R. H. Curtiss. 11 pp. (Publ. 2551.) 
The Tornadoes of the ETiited States, by Prof. Robert DcC. M'ard. G pp., l jj. 
(Publ. 2552.) 

Wind Power, by James Carlill. 9 pp. (Pub). 2.553.) 

A Tribute. Samuel Pierpont Langley: Pioiu er in Practical Aviation, ])y 
Henry I^effinan. 10 pp., 9 pis ( Publ. 2554.) 

Twentieth Century Physics, by. R. A. Vlillikan. 19 iip. (Pii]>l. 2.155 ) 

The Experiments of Dr. P. W. Bridgman on the Properties of IMatter When 
ruder High Pressure. Introductory Note by C. G. Abbot. 19 pp., i pi. 
(Publ. 2556.) 

The Problem of Radioactive Lead, l>y Theodore W. Richards, u pp. ( pul)l. 
2557.) 

Sphagnum Moss: War Substitute for Cotton in Absorbent Surgical Dressings, 
by Prof. George E. Nichols. 13 pp., 4 pis. (Publ. 2558.) 

History of Military Medicine and its (.Contributions to Science, by Col. W. P. 
Cliamberiain. 14 pp. (Publ. 2559.) 

Some Problems of Internatioiial Readjustment of M'm^rnl Snppli(‘s a-: Tndicut{nl 
In Recent Foreign Literature, by Eleanora F. Bli.ss. IS pp. (Paid. 25GO.) 
Reptile Reconstructions in tlie United States National Museum, hy Charles W. 
Gilmore. 10 pp., G pis. (Publ. 25G1.) 

A Pleistocene Cave Deposit in Westein Marylaiid. i)y J. W. (Jidley. G pp.. u 
pis. (Publ. 25G2.) 

Paleobotany: A Sket( li of the Origin and E\o]ntion of Floras, by Edward W 
Berry. ITS pp., 6 pis. (Publ. 2503.) 

The Direct Action of Environment and Evolution, by Prin(*e Krop<4kin, IS pp 
(Publ. 2564.) 

The Law of Irreversible Evolutitai. by Branislav Petronie\ ies. 11 pp. (i»u])i 
25G5.) 

The Fundamental Factor of Inset't Evolution, l»y S. S. (’bet vefilrov. S ]ip , 1 pi 
( IMiid. 25GG. ) 
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Tlio Psyei);c Life ui’ Insects, l)y H. L. Bouvier. S pp. (Pul)l. i25G7.) 

S"xual Seieclion and Bird Song, hy Cbauncey J. Hawkins. VJ. pp. iBnbl. 
25GS.) 

.Marine Canioiifieurs and Their Camouflage : The Present and IT-ospective Sig- 
nificance of Facts Kegarding the Coloration of Tropical Fishes, by W. 11, 
Longley. 10 pp., 5 pis. (ITihl. 2509.) 

Foot-Plow Agriculture in Peru, by (b F. Cook. 4 pp., 4 pis. (Piibl. 2570.1 
Sun Worship of the Hoi)i Indians, by J. Walter Fewkes. 38 pp., 11 pis. (Puld. 
2571.) 

A (Constitutional League of Peace in the Stone Age of America : The League of 
the Iroquois and Its Constitution, by J. X. B. Hewitt. IS pp. (ITibl. 2572.) 
Idle I’robleni of Degeneracy, by II. F. Tredgold. 15 pp. (Publ. 2573.) 

Tli.story in Tools, by AY. M. Flinders Petrie. 10 pp. (Publ, 2574.) 

The Background of Totemisin, l)y F. AAMshburn Hopkins. 11 pp. (Publ. 2.575.) 

A Croat Xaturalist : Sir Josepli Hooker, by ST* E. Kay Lankester. IG pp. 
(Publ. 2576.) 

rurORT FOB 1010. 

The general appendix to the report for 1919, Avhieh was still in 
[iress at the close of the year, contains the folloAving papers : 

IModern theories of the spiral nebulae, by Heber D. Curtis. 

A determination of the deflection (d light hy the j^uu's gravltat.oual field, from 
observations made at the total eclipse of May 29, 1919. by Sir F. AV. Dyson, 
A. S. Eddington, and C. Davidson. 

AA^ireless telephony, by N. II. Slaughter. 

Kadiura and the electron, by Sir Ernest Rutherford. 

The “HD-4."' A 70-miler with remarkable possibilities developed at Dr. Gra- 
ham Bell's laboratories on the Bras d'Or Lakes, by AATlliain AA'ashburn Nut- 
ting. 

NaUiral resources in their relation to military siqiplies. ])y Artluir D. Little. 
Glass and some of its problems, by Sir Herbert Jackson. 

Tim functions and ideals of a national geological survey, by F. L. Kaiisome. 

The influence of cold in stimulat'ng the growth of plants, by Frederick V. 
Co vide. 

Floral as[»ects of Briti^ll Gui.uia, by A. S. Hitchco'. k. 

Milpa agriculture, a primiti^e tropical system, by O. F. Cook. 

Du the extinction of the mammoth, by H. Neuville. 

A preliminary study of the relation between geographical distriluition and nr- 
gration. with special reference to tlio I^ilaea retie region, by K. iMeinertzbageii. 
Fbo neeessity of State action for the protection of wild birds, by AA'alter E, 
Collinge. 

Glimpses of desert bird life in tlie (.Heat Basin, by Harry Olierholser. 

The I>ivision of Insects in the United States National Museum, by J. M. 
Aldrich. 

I'lio s{‘venteen-.vear locust, by II, E. Snodgrass. 

Entomology and tlie war, by L. O. Howard. 

Two t.rpes of southwestern cliff )iouse'<. l)y .1. AValter Fewkes. 

< >11 the race history and facial characteristies of tlie aboriginal Americans, by 
AV. IL Holmes. 

T1j«‘ opportunity for Ameri(‘an arebeologieal resear(‘h in Palestine, by James 
A, iMontgomery, 

The differentiation of mankhid info racial types, by Arthur Keith. 

The exploration of Manchuria, hy Arthur de C. Sowerhy. 
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The origin and beginnings of the Czechoslovak people, by Jindfich Matiegka. 
Geographic education in America, by Aii>ert Perry Brigham. 

Progress in national land reclamation in the United States, by C. A. Bissell. 
lliciiard Kathbun, by Marcus Benjamin. 

A great chemist : Sir William Ilamsay, hy Ch. IMoiireu. 

REPORT FOR 1920. 

The report of the executive committee tind proceedings of the 
Board of Begents of the Institution and report of the secretary, both 
forming part of the annual report of the Board of Eegents to Con- 
gress, were issued in pamphlet form in November, 1920, 

lleport of the executive committee and proceedings of the Board of Ilegents 
of the Smithsonian Institution for the year ending .Tunc 80, 10:10. 10 pp. 

(Publ. 25ST.) 

IJeport of tlie Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution for the year ending 
.Tune 30, 1920. 110 pp., 1 pi. (Publ, 25SG.) 

The general appendix to this report, wdiich was in press at the 
close of the year, contains the following papers : 

Studying the sun’s heat on mountain peaks in desert lands, by C. G. Abbot. 
The habitability of Venus, Mars, and other worlds, by C. G. Abbot. 

Giant suns, by H. H. Turner. 

A bundle of meteorological paradoxes, by W. J. Humphreys. 

The determination of the structure of crystals, by Ralph W. G. Wycltoff. 

Dr. Aston’s experiments on the mass spectra of the chemical elements, with 
introduction by C. G. Abbot. 

Vitamins, by W. D. Halliburton. 

Soil acidity — U m nature, measurement, and relation to plant distribution, hv 
Edgar T. Wherry. 

The chemistry of tli<' earth's crust, i>y Henry S. AVaslungtr.n. 
iMajor causes of land an<l sea oscillatioiis, by E, o. Ulrich. 

The Bryozoa, or moss animals, by li. S. Basslor. 

The horned dinosaurs, by Charles TV. Gilmore. 

Khythm in nature, by E. W, Fla t tel y. 

Parasitism and symbiosis in tlioir relation to Uie problem of evolution bv 
Maurice Caullery. 

Eoeal suppression of agricultural pests by birds, by W. 1.. ?\IcAtco. 

The occult senses in birds, ]iy Herbert ll. Beck. 

Adventures in the life of a ti<UUer crab, by (T. W. Hyman. 

The senses oC insects, hy N, If. Meindoo. 

The resplendent sliield-l)earer and the rihbed-cocooimnaker : T\v<» iir^eet inhah't- 
ants of the orchard, by It. E. Snodgrass. 

Tile origin of insvet societies, hy Auguste Eameere. 

The botanical gardens or .Tainaica, hy Vfilliain U. Maxon. 

Narcotic daturas of tlie OW and New World; an account of their rtinnrkaba* 
properties and tlnlr u^es as intoxicants and in divination, by William F 
Safford. 

Effe<*t of the rclativ(‘ h^ngdi of day and nlaht on floweritig nnd fruitin'^ of 
plants, hy W. W. Garner and H. A. Allard. “ 

Fire worship of the Hopi Indians, liy T. Waiter Fewk-'j^. 

Racial groups and figures In the Natural History Building .>r the United States 
National Museum, by Walter Plough. 
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Notes on the dances, mnsic, and songs of the ancient and modern Mexicans, by 
Auguste Genin. 

The Ralph Cross Johnson collection in the National Gallery at Washington. 
D. C., by George B. Rose. 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM. 

The publications of the National ^Iiiseum are: (a) The annual 
report; (h) the Proceedings of the United States National Museum; 
and (<’) the Bulletin of the United States National Museum,, which 
includes the Contributions from the United States National Herba- 
rium. The editorship of these publications is rested in Dr. Marcus 
Benjamin. 

During the rear ending June 30, 1021, the Museum published 1 
annual report, 8 complete bulletins, 1 parts of bulletins, 5 parts of 
volumes in the series Contributions from the United States National 
Herbarium, and 51 separates from the proceedings. 

The issues of the bulletin were as follows : 

Bulletin No. 106 (plates). North American early tertiary Bryozoa. By Ferdi- 
nand Canu and Ray S. Bassler. 

Bulletin No. 109. Contributions to a history of American State geological and 
natural history surveys. By George P. ^Merrill. 

Bulletin No. 110. Osteology of the carnivorous dinosaur ia in the United 
States National Museum, with special reference to the genera Antrodemus 
( Allosaurns') and Ceratosaiirus. By Charles Whitney Gilmore. 

Bulletin No. 111. A monograph of the east American scaphopod mollusks. By 
•Tohn B, Henderson. 

Bulletin No. 112. Summary of the marine shell-hearing mollushs of the north- 
west coast of America, from San Diego, Calif., to the Polar Sea. mostly 
contained in the collection of the United States National Museum, with illus- 
trations of hitherto nnfigured species. By William Healey Dali. 

Bulletin No. 115. The fossil crinoid genus Dolatocrinus and its allies. By 
Frank Springer. 

Bulletin No. 116. The diptereus genus Dolirliopus lafreUlc in North America. 

By C. Van Duzee, F. R. Cole, and J. M. Aldrich. 

Bulletin No. 117, The dmtrihution of bird life in the Uruhamha Ahalley of 
Peru. A report on the birds collected by the Yale University — National 
Geographic Society’s expeditions. By Frank M. Chairman. 

Of the separate papers of bulletius, tlie fol-owiug vaur isi^uod: 

Bulletin 100. Contributions to the biology of the Idulippino Archipehjcro and 
adjacent regions. Volume L part 7: The luacrouroid fislu's of the Philippine 
Islands and the East Indies. By Charles Henry Gilbert and Carl I.. Hubbs. 
Bulletin IQO. Contributions to the biology of the Philippine Archipelago and 
adjacent regions. Volume L part S: Polychaetous annelids craiected by the 
United States Fisheries steamer Alhnfross in tlie waters adjacent to the 
Philippine I.slands in 1907-1910. By A. L. Treadv/ell, 

Bulletin 100. Contributions to the biology of the PhiliiU’ine Archipelago and 
adjacent regions. Volume 1, part 9: Polychaetous annelids collected by the 
United States Fisheries steamer Albatross during the Tliilippine Expedition 
of 1007-1009. By Ruth A. Hoagland. 
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Bulletin 10 i. The Furaminifera of the Atlantic Ocean. Fart 2. Lituolidae. 
By Joseph Augustine Cushman. 

Of the separates from the procee<U!igs, 5 Avere from voliime 57, 20 
from volume 58, and 17 from volume 50. 

PUULICATIOXS OF THE BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETilNOEOOY. 

The jniblications of the bureau are described in detail in Appendix 
1 of this rejmrt. The editorial work of the bureau is under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Stanley Searles, editor. 

During the past year three bulletins and a list of the publications 
of the bureau were published, as follows: 

Bulletin 07. Alsca texts and myths. By Leo Frachtenborp. 304 pi>. 

Bulletin 71. Nntive cemeteries and forms of burial oast of the Mississippi. By 
David I. Buslmell, jr. 160 pp., 17 pis. 

Bulletin 72. The owl sacred pack of the Fox Indians. By Truman Miclielson. 
S3 pp., 4 pis. 

last of the publications of the Bureau of American Etlmolop:y. 

There were in press at the close of the year five annual reports and 
seven bulletins. The bullet ins were as follows : 

Bulletin 73. Early history of the Creek Indians and their neighbors. By John 
R. Swan ton. 

Bulletin 74. Excavation of a site at Santiago Ahuitzotla, D. F., Mexico. Bv 
Alfred IM. Tozzer. 

Bulletin 75. Northern Ute music. By Frances Deiismore. 

Bulletin 76. Archeological excavations in the Ozark region of central Missouri. 
By Gerard Fowke. 

Bulletin — . Handbook of the Indians of California. By A. I.. Krovber. 

Bulletin — . 2Iandan and Hidatsa music. By Frances Densm()n\ 

Bulletui — . Villages of the Algonquian, ^sioiian, and Cadduan tiibos ^\o^t of 
the ilississippi. By David I. Bushnell, jr. 

REI'OFtT OF THE AMERICAN HISTORICAT. ASSoiTATlON. 

The annual reports of the Amei-ican Historical Association are 
transmitted hy the association to the secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution, and are communicated to Congress under the provision- 
of the act of incorjioration of the association. 

There were published during the year the report for 1917 and vol- 
ume 2 of the report for 1918. Volume 1 of the report for 1918 
volumes 1 and 2 of the report for 1919, and the supplciueiits to the 
reports for 1918 and 1919. entitled “ lYritings in Amcrii'un History 
were in press at the close of the year. 

KEPOKT OF THE NATIoXAE SOCIETY OF THE HAUOHTEltS OF T'lF 
AWr.IUOAN IlEVOEFTIOX. " ' ' 

The manuscript of the Twenty-third Annual Ilcport of the Na- 
tional Society of the Daughters of tlie American Kevolutiou bas 
transmitted to Congress according to law in December. 1920 
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THE SIMITHSOMAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON PRINTING AND 

PUBLICATION. 

The editor continued to serve as secretary of the Smithsonian Ad- 
visory Committee on Printing and Publication. This committee 
passes upon all manuscripts offered for publication by the Institu- 
tion or its branches and considers all forms of routine blanks, and 
such matters as pertain to printing and publication. Eight meetings 
vrere held during the year and 94 manuscripts were acted upon. 

Kespectfully submitted, 

W. P. True, Editor. 

T)r, Charles D. Walcott, 

Secretary^ Smithsonian I nstitution, 

101257—22 9 




REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD OF 
REOEXTS OF THE SMITHSOXIAX IXSTITUTIOX FOR THE 
YEAR EXDIXG JUXE 30, 1921. 


To the Board of Regents of the Bjnithsonkui I nstitution : 

Your executive committee respectfully submits the folloxving re- 
port in relation to the funds, receipts, and disbursements of the 
institution and a statement of the appropriations by Congress for 
the National Museum, the International Exchanges, the Bureau of 
American Ethnology", the Xational Zoological Park, the Astro- 
physical Observatory, the International Catalogue of Scientific Lit- 
erature, and the National Galleiy of Art, for the year ending June 
30, 1921. 


SMTTHSOXIAX' TXSTITUTIOX. 


Condition of the fund. July 1, 1921, 


The sum of $1,000,000 deposited in the Treasury of the United 
States under act of Congress is a permanent fund, having been 
accumulated by the deposit of savings and bequests from time to 
time. Subsequent liequests and the income therefrom, when so re- 
quired, are invented in approved securities. Tlie sev^eral specific 
funds so accumulated are now constituted as follows and classed as 
the consolidated fund. 


Hodgkins general fund 

Rhees fund 

Avery fund 

Addison T. Reid fund 

Lucy T. and George W. Poore fund 

George H. Sanford fund 

Sinitlison fund 

Chamberlain fund 

Bruce Hughes fund 

Hamilton fund 

Lucy H. Baird fund 

Virginia Purdy Bac(m fund 


S3T, 2T5. Od 
156.00 
IS, 439. SO 
2, 860.00 
6. 660. 00 
294. <X> 
1, 46S. 74 
35, 000. 00 
8, 741. 93 
500. 00 
1, 166. 58 
45, 000. 00 


Total cons<.)lidated fund 157, 562. 05 

Part of the unimproved land near the city of Lowell, ilass.. 
forming a portion of the legacy known as the Lucy T. and George 
W. Poore fund, was sold during the year, and the sum of $226.42 
was realized and invested. One piece of improved real estate, at 
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140 East Capitol Street, Washin^on, D. C.. forming a part of the 
original bequest of the late Robert Stanton Avery, is still retained 
by the institution and yields a nominal revenue. 

During the j'ear the following amounts were invested and added 
to the principal of the respective funds ; 


Rhees fund $39. 00 

Ayery fund 1, 540. 9G 

Addison T. Reid fund 710. 00 

Lucy T. and George 4y. Poore fund 1 . G92. 00 

George H. Sanford fund T3. 00 

Lucy H. Baird fund GO. 33 

Bruce Hughes fund 3S6. 00 

Virginia Purdy Bacon fund 285. 00 

Chamberlain fund (balance of bequest) 25,000.00 

Smithson fund 164.74 


29, 951. 03 

Since October, 1920. the institution has received from the executors 
of the Charles L, Freer estate stocks of Parke, Davis & Co., repre- 
senting a book value of $1,252,710. These stocks pay a quarterly 
dividend which is credited proportionately to the several specific 
purposes provided for by the testator. The total dividends received 
by the institution during the period from October, 1920. to the end 
of the year, June 30, 1921, amounted to $25,676. 

The itemized report of the auditor filed in the secretary’s office 
confirms the following statement of receipts and disbursements : 


Detailed survey of financial operations. 

Ordinary receipts : 

Cash balance on hand July 1, 1920 313,304.34 

Income from Smithson fund and from miscellaneous sources 

available for general purposes 5 ^ 795 

International Exchanges, repayments to the institution for 

specific services 4 . 779 ^ 47 


Total ordinary resources 74. 880. 6 G 


' Ordinary expenditures: 

Care and repair of buildings 7 477 97 

Furniture and fixtures 4 ^ 599 ^ 97 

General administration 27, 570 38 

Library 2 954 21 

Publications (comprising preparation, printing, and distrihiv 

tion) 39,533.17 

Researches and explorations 2. 824. 

Invested in consolidated fund 

International Exchanges 4 474 po 


Total ordinary expenditures- 


66, 202. 39 
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Advances and repayments for field expenses and other temporary 
transactions during the j^ear: 

Advances §^24,322.37 

Repayments , 14. 949. 30 


Balance 9, 373. 07 

Note. — T he several expeditions in Australia, Chile, Canada, and elsewhere will report 
expenditures and balances covering this difference. 

KECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OF FUNDS FOR SPECIAL OBJECTS. 

Receipts (cash received in principal and income) : 

Chaniheriain fund $25, 530. 00 

Roebling fund 15,204.17 

Loeb fund 1,097.80 

Hodgkins specific fund 7,016.19 

Lucy T. and George TV. Poore fund 2, 163. 25 

Sale of real estate 226. 42 

Lucy H. Baird fund 99. 28 

Hamilton fund 176. 50 

Rhees fund 42. 55 

Avery fund 1,904.00 

Addison T. Reid fund 797.80 

George H. Sanford fund SO. 31 

Bruce Hughes fund 802. 87 

Virginia Purdy Bacon fund 1, 477. 50 

Charles L. Freer bequest — 

Incenie from stock 25,970.75 

Special funds for installation 15, 986. 53 

Harriinan trust fund 12, 164. 55 


Total receipts for special objects 110, 740. 47 


Expenditues and investments: 

Chamberlain fund — 

Invested 25, 000. 00 

Expended for specimens 649. 73 

Roebling fund, expended for solar researches 12, 862. 68 

Loeb fund, expended 163.00 

Hodgkins fund, expended for solar researches 6, 916. 06 

Lucy T. and George W. Poore fund — 

Invested 1, 692. 00 

Expended 372. 31 

Lucy H. Baird fund, Invested 60. 33 

Rhees fund, invested 39. 00 

Avery fund, invested 1, 540. 96 

Addison T. Reid fund, invested 710. 00 

George H. Sanford fund, invested 73.00 

Bruce Hughes fund, invested 386. 00 

Virginia Purdy Bacon fund, invested 285. 00 

Charles L. Freer bequest — 

Expended for purposes designated by testator 15, 026. 01 

Expended for building and equipment 15, 736. 89 

Harrinian trust fund 12, 303. 30 


Total iuve.stinents and expenditures of funds for special 
objects 93. 816. 33 
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Summary. 

EECEIPTS, 

Ortlinary iucoiue for general objeeti? of tlie institution, incliuling 


balance from previous year $74, 880. 66 

Receipts in principal and from interest on funds fur special ob 3 ects^_ 110, 740. 47 

Total 185,621.13 


EXPKXDIl CEES. 


Expenditures for general objects of the institution 66, 202. 39 

Investments and expenditures from special funds for specific 

objects 93, 816. 33 

Advances tor explorations, etc. (to be accounted for) 9,373.07 


169, 391. 79 

Cash in bank on time deposit 5. 000. 00 

Cash balance in Treasury ami bank, June 30. 1921 11,229. 34 


Total 185,621.13 


Ail payments are made by check, signed by the secretary of the 
institution, on the Treasurer of the United States, and all revenues 
are deposited to the credit of the same account, except in some in- 
stances small deposits are placed in bunk for convenience of collec- 
tion and later are i\dthdra^\m in round amounts and de})ositod in the 
Treasury. 

The practice of investing temporurilj" idle funds in time deposits 
has proven highly satisfactory. During the year the interest derived 
from this source has amounted to -066.67. 

Your committee also presents the following summary of appro- 
priations for the fiscal year 1921 intrusted i>y Congz'ess to the care 
of the Smithsonian Institution. 


Id tern^i ti<.>na 1 E xeba n ges _ vv;,“;o, 0( )< > » 

American El hiiulDgy __ 44,000.00 

International Catalogue of Scientific literature _ 7. 5(X). Oo 

Astrophysical (>h.servarury 1.3. oOOoo 

National Gallery uf An — - . 1.1. (NKf no 

National Museum : 

Furniture and fixtures - --- — s-jo, (mhmk) 

Heating and iighting 74.000.00 

Pre.<ervation of colleetious 312, 620. 00 

Building repairs 10. 000, Oo 

BookS-2 — 2, OOn. 00 

Postage - ouO. 00 

439 ^ 

National Zoological Park 125,000 00 

Additional land for the Zoological Park _ ^ 


Total 


753. 020. 00 
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statement of eistimated income from the Smitln^on fund and from other sources 
duriny the fiscal year ending June SO, 1922. 


Cash Inannce, June 30, 1021 $11,229.34 

Time deposits 25, 000. 00 

Interest on fund in United States Treasury, due July 1 

1021, and Jan. 1, 1922 $00,000,00 

Interest from miscellaneous sources, oxcliange repay- 
ments, sale of publieatioiis, refund of advances, etc.„_ 13, 454, 52 

Revenues to be ai)plied to speciiic purposes 90, 525. 00 

Revenues to be invested 7, SlO, 00 

171, 789. 52 

Total estimated for year ending June 30, 1922 208, 018, 86 

Respectfully submitted. 


Geo. Gray, 

Alexander Graham Bell, 
Henry White, 

Eeeecutive Committee. 




PllOCEEDIiNGS OE THE BOARD OF REGEiNTS OF THE SMITH- 
SOAIAiN LNSTITUTTOls FOR THE FISCAL YEAR EiNDLNG JUisE 
30 , 1921 . 


ANNUAL MELTING, DECEMBEB 9, 19^0. 

The board met at tlie institution at 10 o’clock a. m. 

Present : The Hon. Edward D. Wliite, Chief Justice of the United 
States, chancellor, in the chair ; the Hon. Thomas E. Marshall, Vice 
President of the United States; Senator Heniy Cabot Lodge; Sen- 
ator Charles S. Thomas ; Eej^resentative Lemuel P. Padgett ; Repre- 
sentative Frank L. Greene; Representative John A. Elston; the 
Hon. George Gray ; Mr. John B. Henderson : Mr. Henry White ; Mr. 
Robert S. Brookings; and the secretary, Mr. Charles D. Walcott. 

APPOINTMENT OF KEGENTS. 

Tile secretai'y announced the appointments of regents, as follows: 

By thi^ speaker of the House of Representatives on January 9, 
1920: jStr. Padgett and I^Ir. Greene to succeed themselves, and Mr. 
John A. Elston to succeed Mr. Scott Ferris. 

By joint resolution of Congress, approved by the President on 
April 10, 1920, Mr. Charles F. Choate, jr., to succeed himself. 

acknowledgments. 

Tiie secretary read a letter from ilr. Watson M. Freer acknowl- 
edging the resolutions adopted by the board at the last meeting on 
the death of his brother, Charles Lang Freer. 

RESOLUTION RELATnTE TO INCOME AND EXPENDITURE. 

Judge Gray, chairman of the executive committee, submitted the 
following resolution, which was adopted: 

Rcsoh'cd, That the income of the institution for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1022, be appropriated for the service of the institution, to be expended by 
the secretary with the advice of the executive committee, with full discretion 
on the part of the secretary as to items. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECCTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The annual report of the executive committee, showing the finan- 
cial condition of the institution for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1920, was submitted. 

After comments, on motion the report was accepted. 


125 



126 


ANNUAL EEPORT SSIITtlSOKIA]^ Ils'STITUTION, 1921. 


AXNUAL REPORT OF THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE. 

The secretary presented the report, as folloivs : 

December 9, 1920. 

To the Beard of Fleyents of the Smithsordan Ini^titution. 

Gentlemen : Your permanent committee hereby submits the following report 
on the matters under its supervision for the past year: 

Hodykins fund . — Report has already been made of the allotment from this 
fund of a total of $23,200 for the establishment and maintenance of a station 
at Calama, Chile, at which researches in solar radiation are being conducted 
under the direction of Dr. C. G. Abbot, assistant secretary of the institution 
and director of its Astrophysical Observatory. 

Under an allotment of $5,000 from this fund Dr. R. H. Goddard, of Clark 
College. Worcester, Mass., is continuing his work in developing certain devices 
to be used in connection with the study of the temperature of the higher atmos- 
pheric strata. 

The RoehUny doiiatlon. — Dr. Abbot decided that it would be advantageous 
if the Calama {'Chile) station should be removed to a more satisfactory site. 
He planned also to establish a station in the Harqua Hala Mountains of Ari- 
zona. There being no funds ot the institution available for these purposes, 
the matter was placed before Mr. John Roebling, of New Jersey, who generously 
contributed $11,000. 

Freer Gallery of Art bnildiny ftind . — The condition of the fund is as follows: 

Receipts $1, 343, 573. Cl 

Expenditures 1. 20C, S02. 52 

Balance 136,771.09 

The institution has received $353,004.75 from tlie Freer estate a.s a fund pro- 
vided by Mr. Freer for a permanent endowment for certain specified purpose.s. 

The residuary legacy has not yet been received by tlie institution. 

In reply to an intpiiry, the sec-retary stated that the residual bequest 
consisted of 1G,T73 shares of Parke, Davis & Co. stock, estimated at 
present to be worth $1,677,000. The State of Michigan had assessed 
an inheritance tax of over $400,000 on the estate, but efforts were 
being made to have this remitted. 

Avery bequest . — One piece of improved property, yielding a nominal rent, 
remains to be sold. The bequest now amounts to $31.o27. 

Poore fccqaesf.— Several parcels of unimproved laud near the city of Low^ell, 
Mass., constitute the residue of this bequest. They are being sold as favorable 
opl^ortunities oiler. The bequest now totals $32,588. 

The Bruce Huyhes bequest, to be used for founding the Hughes Alcove, is 
now $10,410. 

Consolidiitcd fund.— This fund, which is made up of miscellaneous bequests 
and is in excess of the main fund of $1,000,000 deposited in the Treasury of 
the United States, amounts to $82,890.02, 

On motion, the report wuis accepted. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE S^.CRET.‘^RY. 

The secretary .submitted his annual report for the fiscal year 
ending June 3b, 1020, with explanatory remarks. 

On motion, the report was accepted. 
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THE secretary's SUPPLE AI ENT A L STATE3IENT. 

The secretary brought before the board a brief statement of the 
various activities of the Institution since the issuance of his annual 
report. 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUil. 

One of tlie most notable additions to the museum will be the col- 
lection of the late Herbert Ward, sculptor, of Paris, consisting of 
his sculptures of African subjects, and a large collection of African 
ethnologica, comprising 7,000 specimens, described as a more com- 
plete collection of African material than that even of the late King 
of the Belgians. Mrs. Ward has agreed to present this collection 
under certain conditions, and the form of agreement is now being 
negotiated. 

Probably the most interesting accession recorded in the Depart- 
ment of Biology since July 1, 1920. is a skeleton of a medium-sized 
finback whale from Florida, presented by the Miami Aquarium 
Association through its president, Mr. James xVsbury xVllison. 

The beautiful collection of butterflies which the late Prof. J. P. 
Iddings had brought together from all parts of the world v^nis pre- 
sented to the museum by his estate. It consists of about 2,000 speci- 
mens, mostly mounted in glass-covered drawers, so arranged that 
they can be pulled out by the public and the contents examined. 
The collection will form a separate exhibit. 

The Division of Plants also reports a large number of valuable 
accessions to the National Flerbaiium. 

The most notable accessions received by the Division of History 
since the beginning of the present fiscal year have been connected 
with the War Collection. These include a number of objects of ex- 
ceptional military interest used during the World War by the French 
Army and presented to the museum by the French Government. 

The Hnited States Navy Department has added a number of im- 
portant exhibits to the already laige and interesting series of objects 
illustrating the part played in the World War by the United States 
Navy. 

The collection of objects relating to the Avar already deposited 
by the War Department has also ]jcen materially increased. 

Among tlie more important accessions rec^eived by the Division 
of Mechanical Technology are: 

One-quarter size model of Leonardo da Vinci’s aircraft, designed 
in 1400 A. D. Model made in the museum from photographic copies 
of da V inci’s own notes. 

Mechanical Navigator. A mathematical instrument for solving 
all problems in spherical triangles, lent by Col. IVillard French 
through Mrs. Louise D. French. 
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The original United States Trade-Mark No. 1, issued by United 
States Patent Office, October 25, 1870, lent by Enoch A. Chase. 

The Section of Wood Technologj' has received through Ambas- 
sador Davis, a large piece of timber recently removed from the 
unique hammer-beam roof of Westminster Hall, which has been 
undero'oing extensive repairs under Sir Lionel Earle. The roof was 
built by Eichard II, between the years 1393 and 1399, and is probably 
the most interesting piece of construction of any ancient roof in 
existence. 

The American Pharmaceutical Society and the United States 
Pharmacopoeial Convention (Inc.), have deposited in the museum 
several boxes of valuable historical documents consisting of manu- 
scripts, corrected proof, and circulars, bearing on the development 
of the U. S. Pharmacopceia. 

BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY. 

During the pasl summer the Chief of the Bureau of American 
Ethnology unearthed on the Mesa Verde Xational Park, Colo., a 
temple formerly used by the early inhabitants of this region in the 
worship of fire as a symbol of life. 

It is highly probable that this lost race. AYhich constructed a large 
special building for their fire cult, must have practiced most elaborate 
fire ceremonies, far more complicated than the rites of their few 
descendants, the Hopi Indians, among Avhom, however, the new fire 
rites still survive as the most elaborate ceremony in their ritual. 

ASTROrilYSICAL OBSERVATOP.Y. 

Research trorh—X new observing station has been estaldished by 
Dr. C. G. Abbot, assistant secretary of the institution and director 
of the Astrophysical ObserAatory, on Mount Harqua Ilala, in 
Arizona, for the pmqiose of carrying on solar constant measure- 
ments, the instruments ii>.ed in the Avork IniAung been taken from 
the old station on Mount Wilson. Calif. 

The instruments Avere restandardized Avith the result that the 
secondary instruments in daily use Avere shown to have not altered 
appreciably in the many years during Avhich they liaA^e been em- 
ployed on Mount AVilson. 

A new instrument called the honeycomb pyranoineter ” Avas used 
for measurements of nocturnal radiation. It derives its name from 
the fact that it is composed of 200 deep, naiTow cells, like a honey- 
comb, so that rays Avhich enter the cells, although they may not be 
completely absoi^bed at first, yet by repeated reflections as they go 
deeper and deeper Avithin the cells, at length attain to complete 
absorption and conversion into heat. These preliminary results give 
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promise of much advance in the measurement of rays such as the 
earth sends out into space at all times, which as a whole balance in 
their energy the energy of the sun's rays by which the temperature 
of the earth's surface is maintained. 

Through the interest and generosity of Mr. John A. Roebling, of 
New Jersey, who gave the institution $11,000 for this purpose, and 
through the energy displayed by the several observers concerned, 
the solar radiation observing station of the institution, located near 
the city of Calama, Chile, was removed to a much more favorable 
site on a mountain called Montezuma.” about 10 miles farther 
south, which is between 9,000 and 10,000 feet above sea level. 

Details of this work will appear in later reports. 

NATION^AL ZOOLOGICAL PARK. 

Recent accessions , — Several valuable collections of animals have 
reached the park in recent weeks. A young male orang-utan, about 
3 years old, together with other animals from that region, was pre- 
sented bv Mr. Isaac Ellison, of Singapore, Straits Settlements. 

Mr. Y ictor J. Evans, of Washington, D. C., who has frequently 
shown his great interest by obtaining for the park rare animals 
otherwise beyond the limits of park funds, has recently purchased 
for the collection a fine young “male Kadiak bear and a pair of beau- 
tiful Count Raggi's birds of paradise. 

Attendance , — The attendance at the park continues to increase 
month by month. Although the fiscal year ending June 30, 1920, 
in the number of visitors, over 2,250,000, exceeded all records, the 
figures for the first four months of the current year, exceed those for 
corresponding months of 1919 by over 6T,000. The monthly record 
for the first third of the current fiscal year is as follows: July, 
172,500: August, 211.600: September, 190,900; October, 823,150. 

EXPEDITIONS. 

Smithsonian African expedition . — Thus far about 100 birds and 
too mammals have arrived, and notice of three additional shipments 
has been received. The collection contains three chimpanzees, be- 
sides a large number of species from South Africa, a region hitherto 
poorly represented in our museum. 

Austrcdian expedition. — Dr. William L. Abbott’s generosity toward 
the institution has been continued, and an expedition to Australia 
financed by him is at present collecting biological specimens for the 
museum, while Doctor Abbott himself collected natural history and 
anthropological material in Haiti. Since July, 1919, he has provided 
$6,000 for collecting in Australia, together with the unused balance 
from his previous expedition to Borneo and Celebes, which was trans- 



130 


AyisVAla EEPORT SMITHSOXTAX INSTITUTIO:^', 1921. 


ferred to the Australian work, which brings the total of Doctor Ab- 
bott’s contributions for field-work to $27,000. Two important collec- 
tions have been received recently — one of mammals, birds, and 
rejDtiles from Siam, Annam, and Cochin China, a joint contribution 
from Doctor Abbott and Mr. C. B, Kloss, who collected most of the 
material; the other from South Australia, collected by Mr. Charles 
M. Hoy. 

Fa?^ East expedition , — This expedition was financed by the Eocke- 
feller Foundation to the amount of $2,500. Early in 1920 Dr. Ales 
Hrdlicka proceeded to Japan and China, to make anatomical studies 
of the natives of those countries. 

C arcadian expedition , — The secretary mentioned briefly his geo- 
logical Vvork during the past summer in APoerta, Canada, in connec- 
tion with the Upper Cambrian formation of that region. 

FBEER ESTATE MATTERS. 

The secretary brought to the board s attention the clauses in the 
will of the late Charles L. Fixer, providing funds for various pur- 
poses in connection with the Freer Galleiw of Art, and for the study 
of the civilization of the Far East, and after full discussion resolu- 
tions covering these matters were adopted by the board. 

Mr. John E. Lodge, of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, had been 
placed in charge of the Gallery, witli ]\Iiss Katherine X. Ehoades as 
temporary assistant. In view of the fact that they and their assist- 
ants were responsible for the valuable collections now being un- 
packed and distributed through the building, and that visitors seri- 
ously interrupted their work, it seemed best to close the building en- 
tirely to unauthorized visitors during the period of installation. 

Judge Gray offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the reoomiie'ndation of the secretary that the Freer Building 
he closed to visitors during the work of iustalhition be approved by the Board 
of Kegents. 


NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART COMMISSION. 

The secretary said that in view of the steady growth of the Na- 
tional Gallery of Art and the position which it should assume in the 
development of the fine arts in America, the time had come to con- 
sider the method of providing for its administration and develop- 
ment. 

The officers of the Smithsonian Institution should not be burdened 
with responsibility for the formulation of questions of policv as to 
purchase and acceptance of art objects, utilization and exhibition of 
collections, best methods of future development, securing of funds 
etc. There shouM be an advisory commission established hv the 
authority of the Board of Regents, which may consider not onlv the 
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local questions that would come up from time to time in relation to 
the National Gallery but also the broad field of art in America, and 
the best methods of the National Gallery cooperating with art insti- 
tutions and interested individuals throughout the country and the 
world, in order that this phase of the Smithsonian Institution’s 
activities shall be made most effective in the increase and diffusion 
of knoicledge of the fine arts in America. 

In view of the completion of the building for the F reer collections 
and the receipt of valuable and notable additions to the collections 
now deposited in the Natural History Museum, the permanent com- 
mittee submits for the board’s consideration the following resolution : 

Resol ceU, That the chancellor is hereby authorized to appoint a committee 
of five members of the Board of Regents, with the secretary as an ex officio 
member, to consider the question of the appointment of a commission to be 
known as the National Gallery of Art Commission ; and to report with recom- 
mendations to the board either at a special meeting or at its next regular 
meeting. 

On motion, the resolution was adopted. 

The chancellor appointed the following committtee: Mr. Henry 
White, chairman ; Senator Lodge ; Mr. Henderson ; Mr. Brookings ; 
Mr. Greene : and the secretary, 

NEW BUILDING FOR HISTORY AND ART. 

The secretary spoke of the need for a suitable building for the 
historical and art objects now in the care of the institution, stating 
that last year an estimate of $5,000 was submitted for the prepara- 
tion of plans for such a building, but that no action had been taken ; 
and that there was scarcely any probability of its receiving favor- 
able action at the present time owing to the condition of the national 
finances. 

He added that whenever it was practicable a request for the build- 
ing should be strongly presented to the Congress. 

request of iriss Caroline henry. 

The secretary announced that under the will of ]\Iiss Caroline 
Henry, a daughter of Prof. Joseph Henry, the first secretary of the 
institution (1846-1878), an immediate bequest of $1,000 is made to 
the institution, which is also to receive, with the exception of about 
$7,500 in direct bequests, the remainder of the estate after the death 
of certain beneficiaries. 

BEQUEST OF MRS. VIRGINIA PURDY BACON. 

The secretary stated that by the vfill of ^Irs. Virginia Purdy 
Bacon, of New ork. who died in 1910, the institution was given 
^5{).ooo to establish the M alter Rathbone Bacon (trovelinjr) scholar- 
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ship for the study of the fauna of countries other than the L'nited 
States. This estate can not be finally settled for some time, but the 
executors are prepared to transfer to the institution securities to 
the value of $45,000 at the tax appraiser’s valuation. 

The secretary read a list of the securities comprising the amount 
to be turned over to the institution. 


SPECIAL MEETING, MAY 27, 1921. 

The board met at 10 o'clock a. m. 

Present : The Hon. Calvin Coolidge. Vice President of the United 
States: Senator Henry Cabot Lodge; Senator Medill McCormick: 
Senator A. Owsley Stanley: Representative Lemuel P. Padgett: Rep- 
resentative Frank L. Greene: Representative John A. Elston: Dr. 
A. Graham Bell: the Hon. George Gray: John B, Henderson: 

and the secretary. Mr. Charles D. IValcott. 

CATvL FOR THF ArKFTTNG. 

The secretary explained that under the organizing act. special 
meetings should be held if re( [nested by three regents, and that the 
present meeting lunl been called at the ref(ue^t of Senator Lodge. 
Judge Gray, and Dr. Bell. 

ELECTION OF TEMPORARY cnAIRilAN. 

On motion of Senator T.odge. Judire Gray was electe<l as tempo- 
rary chairman and assumed the (4iair. 

MINUTES OF ANNUAT. MEETING. 

The secretary stated that the minutes of the annual meeting held 
December 0, had been supplied to the reiients, and that a 

majority had imlicated their apjiroval. 

On motion of Senator Lodtre. tlie minutes were ap])iT>ved. 

apfotnt:ment of recjf.nt'-. 

The secretary said that under the aet or:.:'aiuziniT the institution, 
the ViiT President of the United States het^ame a regent ex officio, 
and that by virtue of Ids election to tluit otfire, the Hon. Calvin 
Coolidge was now a regent. 

The secretary al-o announcetl that uiitler date of January .1, 1021, 
the Hon. A. Owdey StaT.kw. Senator from Kentucky, iunl been 
appointed a regent by \ ice Presidfug Mai’^hall. 
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DEATH OF THE CHANCELLOR. 

Judge Gray announced the death of the Hon. Edward Douglass 
White, Chief Justice of the United States, chancellor of the institu- 
tion, and presented the following resolutions : 

Whereas: the Board of Regents of the Sinithsouion Institution having received 

the announcement of the death, on May 19, 1921, of the Hon. Edward Douglass 

White, Chief Justice of the Tnited States, regent of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion for 10 years, 8 of which he presided as chancellor; 

Resoh'Cfl, That the board here expresses profound sorrow at the passing away 
of their beloved colleague who. as statesman, jurist, and chancellor, brought 
always to his work that remarkable ability and high conception of duty that 
made him so strong an influence for good. 

i?e.so/red, That this minute be made a part of the records of the board, and 
that a coi>y of these resolutions he transmitted to the family of the late chan- 
cellor as an expression •>! the sympathy of the regents at the irreparable loss 
sustained in the death of this distinguished public servant and citizen. 

On motion, the resolutions vrere adopted. 

ELECTION OF CHANCELLOR. 

Senator Lodge here offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the vacancy in the office of chancellor causefl by the death 
of flu* Into Cliief Ju^ri<'e Edwtirc] Douglass White be fillod by the election of 
the Hon. Calvin Coolidge, Vice ITosiflent of the lhht(M States. 

On motion, the resolution Avas adopted, and the Vice President took 
the chair as chancellor. 

REFORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE NATIONAL CALLERY OF ART 

C( MISSION. 

On behalf of the committee the se(' retar v gave a brief statement 
explaining the inauguration of the National Gallery of Art. its 
growth and importaruT, including the proposed Xational Portrait 
Gallery, mentioning certain gifts of paintings and art objects. an<I 
repeated his views, already expre>sed to the hoard, as to the necessity 
for the provision of >ome means for the administration of the 
National (billery of Art, under the authority of the Board of 
Regents. 

The secretary then r(‘ported that tlu^ committee lia<l adopted a 
plan of organization covering tlie operations of the Xational tial- 
lery of Ait ( tunmis'^ion, as well as a list of names of indivi<luals 
proposed for membersliip on the commission. 

Senator lAxlgi' read in detail the ])lan of organization and the list 
of names, both of wlii(‘h were aj)p]’ovcd by the board. 

The c()nimittee Avas tlien disdiarged. 

1012. jT ~-22 10 
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INHERITANCE TAX FREER ESTATE. 

The secretary reminded the board that he had spoken at the 
annual meeting of the inheritance tax of over $400,000 which the 
State of Michigan was about to exact from the Freer estate and 
of the efforts that had been made to have this canceled, but thus far 
without success. 

NEEDS OF INSTITUTION. 

The secretary brought to the board’s attention the needs of the 
institution in the way of endowments to permit the carrying on of 
large projects in scientific research. He stated that the fund was 
small and inadequate, and among the methods adopted to bring these 
needs before public-sxiirited persons a small pamphlet has been pre> 
pared, which he brought to the board's consideration in the hope that 
should opportunities arise they would direct the attention of pros> 
pective donors to the usefulness of the institution. 



GENERAL APPENDIX 

TO THE 

SMITHSONIAN REPORT FOR 1921 


13o 




ADVERTISEMENT. 


The object of the General Apfexdix to the Annual Report of the 
Smithsonian Institution is to furnish brief accounts of scientific dis- 
covery in partirular direction^: reports of investigations made by 
collaborators of the Institution ; and memoirs of a general character 
oj‘ on special topics tliat are of interest oi' value to the numerous 
correspondents of the Institution. 

It has been a prominent object of the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution, from a very early date, to enrich the an- 
nual report required of them by law with memoirs illustrating the 
more remarkable and important developments in physical and bio- 
logical discovery, as well as showing the general character of the 
operations of the Institution; and this purpose has, during the 
greater part of its history, been carried out largely by the publica- 
tion of such papers as would possess an interest to all attracted by 
scientific progress. 

In 1880 the secretary, induced in part by the discontinuance of 
an annual summary of progress which for 30 years previous had 
been issued by well-known private publishing firms, had prepared 
by competent collaborators a series of abstracts, showing concisely 
the prominent featiu'es of recent scientific pi'Ogress in astronomy, 
geology, meteorology, physics, chemistry, mineralogy, botany, zool- 
ogy, and anthropology. This latter plan was continued, though not 
altogether satisfactorily, down to and including the year 1888. 

In the report for 18S9 a return was made to the earlier method of 
presenting a miscellaneous selection of papers (some of them origi- 
nal) embracing a considerable range of scientific investigation and 
discussion. This method has been continued in the present report 
for 1921. 


13T 




THE DAILY IXFLUEXCES OF ASTEOXOMY.^ 


By W. W. Campbell, 

Lick Observatory, University of California. 


In the great struggle through which the principal nations have 
passed, men and women at home labored intensively to maintain 
their ideals; countless millions of men fought valiantly and many 
millions died for the ideals of their nations. Quick results, short 
cuts to the end in view, the achieving of victory regardless of costs, 
were the order of the day. Suddenly the problems of war gave way 
to the problems of peace. The intensive methods of war carried over 
to an unfortunate degree into the days of peace. Human energy, 
mobilized in behalf of the nation, applied unselfishly for the good 
of every person in the nation, for the well-being of all the nations, 
was diverted in regrettable measure to promoting selfish interests. 
The moral exaltation of the war period was replaced in too many 
cases by the selfishness of individuals and organizations ; by profit- 
eering — a new word, coined to describe widespread conditions. The 
struggle in Eussia, as the extreme case, is direct action for the sud- 
den attainment of certain results, without due consideration for the 
rights of others. In all countries there are those who, seeing condi- 
tions not to their liking, in commerce, in education, in religion, in 
many phases of daily life, would cut and slash their way through the 
good, in order to uproot what, in their sight, is bad. This spirit 
exists in America, and throughout the world, in various degrees. 
Disturbances in the body politic may ensue for years or a generation 
by virtue of these attempted short cuts to results, but radical trans- 
formations in the social structure of the great modern nations, to 
endure, must find the people ready for them. The influences which 
prepare the way for desirable and enduring reforms are not those 
applied suddenly, but such as operate day and night, continuously, 
through long periods of time. The revolutions in Eussia, in ^Mexico, 
in many parts of Latin America attract our attention, but the really 
serious misfortunes of those lands lie much deeper, in their bad 


^Address on the occasion of the dedication of the Warner and Swasey Observatory, 
Case School of Applied Science, Cleveland, on October 12, 1920. Reprinted by permis* 
Sion from Science, December 10, 1920 
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social, educational, economic conditions, Mhich are operating un- 
favorably upon their civilizations every da}^ of the year. 

We may well inquire what it is that bears a nation onward and 
upward to greater things. It is unquestionably the spirit of idealism 
radiating from its various activities. It is the idealism in commer- 
cial life : that part of every man s affairs which is conducted with 
full respect for the rights of others; that part of every man's busi- 
ness which would not, through its publicatioiu injure his good name. 
It is the idealism of the transportation system, which interchanges 
commodities to mutual advantage, and acquaints one section of the 
world with the good things of other sections. It is idealism in bank- 
ing, in farming, in the honest day's labor at an honest wage. It is 
idealism in the intellectual life : reverence for the truth, a desire to 
know the truth, and to live in harmony with the truth in one's 
surroundings. 

A pessimist would to-day, as always, receive short shrift, yet I 
venture to say the world was perhaps never more urgently in need 
of the biblical advice, “ Prove all things ; hold fast that which is 
good.’’ This expression of great wisdom has never been surpassed 
as a statement of the principles which govern men of science in their 
search for the truth. 

The chief value of scientific method and accurate knowledge lies 
not in their worship by the intellectual few% not in their applications 
to industry, but in their influence upon the daily life of the people. 
The remarkable advance in civilization within the leading nations 
in recent centuries has been due to the daily and hourly influence ot 
the scientific spirit, more than to any other element. Those nations 
which possess it are forging ahead by leaps and bounds, and those 
which do not are dropping out of the race. The unscientific nations 
are threatened with absorption by their more scientific neighbors, 
not so much because they do not invent or perfect the most powerful 
cannon, the sturdiest dreadnaught, the speediest airplane, or the 
subtlest submarine, but because the scientific nations are forging 
ahead of them in the arts of peace, in the modes of thought, in the 
affairs of daily life. The unscientific nations are Avitliout ^erious 
influence in the world, not because they are un warlike — the Turks 
and essentially all IMohammedans are warlike enough to suit everv- 
body — but because they are lacking in the vision and the efiiciencv 
which accompany the scientific spirit.- 

History affords no more remarkable phenomenon than the retro- 
grade nKJvemeiit in civilization wdiich liegan with the decline of the 
Koman power and continued through more than a thousand years 

niui the following paiagiapk liavt* tak»*a, with Imt few « han<>e-; f- 

of my t^arlier addresses. — W^ W'. C. ' ^ 
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There had once existed a wonderful Grreek civilization, but for twelve 
or fifteen centuries it was so nearly suppressed as to be without seri- 
ous influence upon the life of the European peoples. Greek litera- 
ture, one of the world’s priceless possessions, not surpassed by the 
best modern literatures, was as complete two thousand years ago as 
it is to-day. Yet in the Middle Ages, if we except a few scattered 
churchmen, it was lost to the European world. A Greek science 
never existed. Xow and then, it is true, a Greek philosopher taught 
that the earth is roun<h or that the earth revolves around the sun, 
or speculated upon the constitution of matter; but excepting the 
geometry of Euclid and Archimedes, we may say that nothing was 
proved, and that no serious efforts were made to obtain proofs. 
There could be no scientiiic spirit in the Greek nation and Greek 
civilization so long as the Greek religion lived, and the Greek people 
and government consulted and Avere guided by the oracles. If there 
had been a Greek science equal in merit to modern science, think you 
that stupidity and superstition could have secured a stranglehold 
upon Greek civilization and have maintained a thousand years of 
ignorance and mental degradation ? Intellectual life could not pros- 
per in Europe so long as dogma in Italy, only three hundred years 
ago, in the days of Bruno and Galileo, was able to say, ‘^•Animals 
which move have liml)s and muscles; the earth has no limbs or mus- 
cles, therefore it does not move;'’ or as long as dogma in Massachu- 
setts, only 250 years ago. Avas able to hang by the neck until dead the 
woman whom it charged Avith giAung a look toward the great meet- 
ing house of Salem, and immediately a demon entered the house 
and tore down a part of the Avainscoting.” The morals and the in- 
tellect of the world had reached a deplorable state at the epoch of 
the Borgias. It was the re-birth of science, chiefly of astronomy, as 
exemplified by the Avork of Columbus and Copernicus, and secondly 
the growth of medical science, AA'hich gave to the people of Europe 
the power to dispel gradually the unthinkable conditions of the 
Middle Ages. 

It has been said that Ave inay judge of the degree of civilization 
of a nation by the provision Avhich the people of the nation have 
made for the study of astronomy. A revicAv of present-day nations 
is convincing that the statement represents the approximate truth. It 
is essentially true even of sections of our oaa n country. In our first 
years as a nation a few small telescopes were in private hands, here 
and there: they were used merely for occasional looking at the stars: 
there were no ol)servatories in the United States— no telescopes 
suitably mounted and housed for the serious study of the stars. The 
founding of the third American observatory, at Hudson, Ohio, about 
1839, only a year or tAvo after the completion of the second observa- 
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tory, at Williams College, Massachusetts, was an admirable index 
to the intellectual outlook of the AYestern Reserve.^ The la^dng of 
the cornerstone of the Cincinnati Observatory in 1843, a wonderfully 
ambitious institution for its day, was an event considered by Ex- 
President John Quincy Adams to be worthy of a hard trip, in the 
seventy-seventh year of his life, by rail from Massachusetts to Buf- 
falo, by lake steamer to Cleveland, by four days of miserable canal 
boat to Columbus, and thence on to Cincinnati, to deliver the formal 
address — then called an oration, Adams's task was, to quote his 
words, To turn this enthusiasm for astronomy at Cincinnati into a 
permanent and persevering national pursuit, which may extend the 
bounds of human knowledge, and make the country instrumental in 
elevating the character and improving the condition of man upon 
earth.” 

Our former slave states have to-day only one active observatory, at 
the University of A^^irginia, presented by McCormick, of Chicago. 
Barnard and other astronomical enthusiasts, born and grown to man- 
hood in the south, have found their opportunities in the great north- 
ern observatories, with Olivier, of the University of A^irginia, as the 
sole exception. AAliat is true of astronomy in the south is true, in 
general, of the other sciences. This unfortunate situation is the 
natural product of the false, unscientific system of labor which, pre- 
vailing through many generations, taught that it is undignified for 
the white man to eat bread by the sweat of his own brow. Financial 
recovery, following 1SG5, has accordingly been slow. The future 
will correct this, for the men of the south are our blood brothers. 
AA^e should be. and are, sympathetic. 

Shall we try to estimate wdiat astronomy, the oldest of the sciences, 
sometimes called an ideal and unpractical science, has done for man- 
kind ? 

Here are some of the applications of astronomy to daily life : 

1. Observations of the stars with the transit instrument, such as 
exists in this observatory, are supplying the nations with accurate 
time. Two astronomers, with modern instrumental equipment, sit- 
uated on the same north and south line, may observe the stars so 
accurately, in comparison with the beats of their common clock, that 
they will agree within two or three hundredths of a second as to how 
much that clock is fast or slow. 

2. The accurate maps of the continents and islands depend upon 
the astronomical determinations of the latitudes and longitudes of 
their salient features. 

3. The sailing of ships over long courses, say from the Golden 
Gate to Sydney, Australia, or from Xew York to the Cape of Good 

•The northeastern part of Ohio constitut^*s the “ Western Reserve.” 
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Hope, depends upon the A B C’s of astromony. Given fair skies 
the navigator may locate liis ship in the middle of the broad ocean 
within a mile of its true position. 

4. In America it is the habit to call upon the astronomers to fix the 
boundary lines between nations by observations of the stars; for 
example, along the 49th parallel of latitude, from Rainy Lake, Minn., 
westward almost to the Pacific Ocean. The uncertainty as to where 
this imaginary line falls upon the ground is nowhere greater than 
10 or 15 feet, and it has not been found necessary by us, nor by 
our friends in Ganada, to maintain military forts along that line, 

5. The times of high and low tides, vital to mariners in entering 
many harbors, are determined by or from the work of the astrono- 
mers. 

We do not dwell upon these responses to the immediate needs of the 
world, for they are unimportant in comparison with the contributions 
of the pure knowledge side of astronomy to progressive civilization. 

Let us think of the earth as eternally shrouded in thick clouds, so 
that terrestrial dwellers could never see the sun, the moon, the comets, 
the stars, and the nebula", but not so thick that the sun's energy would 
fail to penetrate to the soil and grow the crops. Under these conditions 
we might know the earth's surface strata to the depth of a mile or two. 
We might know the mountains and the atmosphere to a height of 4 or 
5 miles. We might acquire a knowledge of the oceans, but we should 
be creatures of exceedingly narrow limits. Our vision, our life, 
would be confined to a stratum of earth and air only 4 or 5 miles 
thick. It would be as if the human race went about its work of 
raising corn for food and cotton for raiment, always looking down, 
never looking up, knowing nothing of the universe except an insig- 
nificantly thin stratum of the little earth. This picture is only a 
moderately unfair view of life as it existed on our planet 400 years 
ago, before the days of the telescope, the spectroscope, and the pho- 
tographic plate, before the days of freedom of speech and thought, 
which came with the scientific spirit. The earth is for us no longer 
fiat, supported on the back of a great turtle, which rests upon noth- 
ing. It is round, and every civilized person knows that it is. Exists 
there an intelligent man in the world whose thoughts, every dav and 
many times a day, are not unconsciously adapted to this fact ? This 
knowledge is a chief inheritance of the new generations. It is funda- 
mental in our civilization. People know that the sun will rise in the 
morning and set in the evening, and why. A round earth, rotating 
upon its axis in a dependable way and revolving around the sun in 
exact obedience to laAv, are truths incomparably more sublime than 
the fiction of the flat earth which was pictured hazily in men's minds 
during pre-Copernican days. Who can estimate the value of this 
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knowledge to the human race? It can not be expressed with the 
few figures which suffice for the total of present-day financial trans- 
actions. 

The stars are not lanterns hung out, in the sky by angels at night, 
but something inconceivably grander; they are suns, hundreds of 
millions of suns, on the average comparable in size and brightness to 
our siin. Is not this ascertained fact of nature a most ennobling one 
to aspiring souls? Do not these facts suggest and develop becoming 
modesty in the minds of those who would know the truth and })attern 
their lives in accordance with it ? 

The following conversation occurred one Saturday evening in the. 
month of June, 1912. at the eyepiece of the great telescope which 
Mr. IVarner and jVIr. Swasey constructed and erecdetl for the Lick 
Observatory. I mention the time, June, 1912, because it is of the 
essence of the story. 

Said the astronomer to the party of visitors: ^'The object which 
you will see through the great telescope this evening is the star 
cluster in Hercules, the finest cluster in the northern sky. Without 
the telescope, by naked eye, this cluster may be seen if the observer 
knows exactly where to look and has first-class eyes, but he will see 
it as apparently a single star on the limit of vision, so faint that 
many eyes will not see it at all. The telescope separates the cluster 
into a multitude of stars. If you had the time to count them, they 
would number fully six thousand, closely grouped in the center of 
the cluster, but thiiming out as you approach the edges. This one 
object, then, Avhich to the naked eye seems to be a single star on the 
limit of vision, consists of at least as many stars as the eve alone 
is able to see in the sky as a whole, northern and s(nithern skies, sum- 
mer and winter skies combined, and we do not doidJ that long pho- 
tographic exposures on the cluster, Avith a large reflecting telescope, 
would record many more than six thousand. Each of these stars 
is a sun and proliably every one of those AAhich you aa ill see is laro-er 
than our sun, for Ave are observing merely the brightest members 
of the system. We do not knoAV Avhether these suns have planets 
revolving around them or not. as the cluster is entirely too far aAvav 
for us to see such planets, but planets probably exist there in great 
numbers: possibly there are planets reAmlving around all of those 
stars; possibly and probably there are moons revolving around the 
planets: and finally, there may be life, vegetable, animal, intelligent 
life upon those planets.” 

One of the visitors upon descending from the observiim chair 
much interested, (piestioned the astronomer: **Did you sav those 
stars are all suns? ” Yes, sir.” Did you say that diose stars are 
really larger than our sun, on tlie average ? Yey, 
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give me an idea how large our sun is? Well, if it were a hollow 
shell, of its present size, you could pour more than a million earths 
into it, and there would still be much unoccupied space between the 
earth balls.” You say there are possibly or probably planets re- 
volving around many of the cluster stars?'' “Yes, sir.” “And 
many of those planets may be inhabited?'’ "Yes, sir.” “IVell, 
then, I think it does not matter very much whether Roosevelt or 
Taft is nominated next Aveek at the Chicago Convention.'’^ 

Of course the visitor's interest in the outcome at Chicago w^as just 
as keen as ever, but he hud evidently received a valuable lesson con- 
cerning man’s place in nature. 

The wonders of our sun are many and most remarkable and are 
but little known. I have referred to its enormous size. The quan- 
tity of heat which the sun is radiating into surrounding space — to 
the earth, to Mars, and to all other objects Avhich intercept its rays — 
is stupendous and not to be comprehended by the astronomer or the 
man of affairs. It is, and has been, the source of all the energy upon 
Avhich we draw, save only a negligible residual. A great quantity 
of heat is indeed stored up in the interior of the earth, but it reaches 
the earth's surface in such minute quantities that in all practical 
details of life, save to those who labor in deep mines or live near 
Arnica noes or are interested in hot springs, this source of energy 
may be neglected. If this statement should be difficult to accept, 
let your thoughts traA el to the south pole of our planet. What does 
the interior heat of the earth do for that region ? The antarctic con- 
tinent's perpetual coA'^ering of ice and snoAv is unaffected by it, nor 
does the actually enormous quantity of solar heat falling upon that 
continent suffice to remoA e the AAdiite mantle. If aught should inter- 
vene to cut off the sun's energy from the earth for one short month, 
the tropics Avould attain to a state of frigidity to AAhich the south 
polar continent, as uoav obser\e(l, would l)e a rose garden in com- 
parison. 

It is the sun's heat which groAA^s the farmer's crops, the trees of 
the forest and all vegetation. The coal deposits upon which we 
draAv to-day for the running of trains, ships, factories, and rolling 
mills, are but the solar energy of an earlier age, compressed, trans- 
formed and preserved for our comfort and poAver. In the moun- 
tainous regions of our land, Avhere water can be stored in high-leA’el 

* Following tho publication of this address I leampd that incidents illustratincr the 
same philosophy of life and politics occurred to Frofessors Freest and Barnard at the 
Yerkes Observatory in the heat of the presidential campaiu^n of irM)S. to Professor Wood 
at his Lonir Island ol»servatory in th<^ same campaLm. and to others in later years. Com- 
ments similar in all essential respects are made frequently by the Tisitintc public at 
Mount Hamilton. There is no reason wliatever for doubt in;; that the many reported 
cases are absolutely independent of each other and are merely illustrative of human 
nature. 
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reservoirs, and, passing through water wheels at lower levels, be 
made to generate electric power for lighting, for heating, and for 
the running of motors, it is the sun’s energy which is transformed to 
meet the needs of men. The sun’s rays evaporate the surface waters 
of the oceans, lakes, streams, and lands ; the winds, generated by the 
unequal solar heating of our atmosphere, transport some of the 
water vapor to the high mountains, where it is deposited as rain or 
snow. It is merely the descent of these waters to the lower levels 
that is controlled by man and transformed into electric power for 
his own purposes. 

It would take more than two billion earths placed side by side to 
form a continuous spherical shell around our sun at distance equal 
to the earth s distance, and thus to receive the total output of solar 
heat. Therefore, less than one two-billionth part of that output 
falls upon the earth. The earth’s share of solar energy, expressed 
in horse-power or other familiar units, is too great to set down in 
figures. If you should happen to own 250 acres of land in one of 
the tropical deserts of the earth, you will be interested to know that 
your quota of the solar energy, near the middle of a summer day, is 
falling upon your tract of land at the rate of about 1,000,000 horse- 
power — more than enough heat and power to supply all the needs 
of this great city (Cleveland) — and this is but two-thirds of the 
sun’s good intentions toward you, for some 40 per cent of the energy 
is intercepted by the atmosphere overlying your farm, and returned 
forthwith to outer space. 

Your neighbor’s tract of 250 acres is also receiving solar energy 
at the rate of 1,000,000 horsepower. Figuring backward, if one 
farm area receives 1,000,000 horsepower, and there are more than 
a hundred million such farm areas on the earth turned toward the 
sun at one time, and the whole earth intercepts less than one two- 
billionth of the sun’s energ}^ output, is it any Avonder that sun wor- 
ship became one of the recognized religions? Accurate knowledge 
saves us from that, but it is becoming in us to give the sun our due 
respect. 

A great problem ahead of the scientific world is the storage of 
the sun's beneficent heat rays for release as needed. Astronomers 
are seeking intently for the sources of the sun's outpouring of en- 
ergy: How can the sun maintain the supply for tens oi millions of 
years, as it undoubtedly is doing? One important source has been 
found — the sun’s oAvn gravitation Avhich tries constantly to pull 
every particle of its material to the sux\s center — but another and 
greater source seems to await discovery. Hoes any one say, since 
the supply of solar energy will surely meet our needs for ten or a 
hundred million years, why look further for the cause? IVliy not 



DAILY I]SrFLUE:N^CES OF ASTROiS^OMY — CAMPBELL. 


147 


let it go at that? This selfish spirit, if applied to all subjects, would 
retrograde our civilization. Even the possession of the truth is not 
so potent for good as the desire to know the truth and the struggle 
to discover it. Practically, a knowledge of the origin of the sun’s 
heat may be the key for locking up great quantities of it on summer 
days and unlocking it when and where needed. 

Who is not interested in Mars, a planet much smaller than the 
earth, a little over four thousand miles in diameter, which revolves 
around the sun in somewhat less than two years, at an average 
distance from the sun 50 per cent greater than the earth’s distance ? 
Mars is literally one of the earth's brothers, and we should be sin- 
cerely interested in his welfare. Does life exist on that planet? 
Almost certainly there is vegetable life. We have no reason to 
doubt it. Certain areas of the planet change in color as the climatic 
seasons come and go, very much as we should expect if these colors 
were controlled by the natural stages of vegetable life. However, in 
precaution, I should guard against the drawing of the conclusion 
that vegetable life on Mars has actually been proved to exist. I can 
merely say that w'e see no reason to doubt its existence. Is there 
animal life on Mars? There probably is, but we have no positive 
evidence that such is the case. If the physical conditions on the 
planet as to water, air and soil are such that vegetable life may ex- 
ist, the chances are strongly in favor of animal life also. However, I 
think we must leave unanswered for the present the question whether 
such animal life is highly intelligent. The forests of the St. Law- 
rence Valley and the prairies of the Mississippi Valley put on their 
green coats in the spring and change them to brown coats in the 
fall, perhaps even better before the coming of man than after his 
destructive influence descended upon them. If you had the means 
to ascend several thousand miles above your present position, and 
could dwell there throughout the year, you would witness the forma- 
tion of a polar snow cap upon the earth early in the autumn. The 
southern edge of this cap would extend farther and farther to the 
south up to the time of midwinter. Its edge would extend well 
down toward the southern limits of the United States, to the Hima- 
layas in Asia, and so on. With the coming of spring the north polar 
cap would decrease in size and probably disappear, save as to snows 
on the higher mountains and the possible ice and snows of the im- 
mediate polar region. An observer similarly situated above vSoiith 
America would witness similar phenomena as to the south polar 
regions; and these are indeed the phenomena observed on the planet 
Mars. The white polar caps on Mars wax and wane with the com- 
ing and going of the winter as they do upon the earth. Super- 
ficially, the Martian conditions seem not very different from the 
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terrestrial, though we know that the Martian atmosphere is highly 
attenuated, and if we were suddenly set down upon that planet’s 
surface we should certainly suffocate for lack of air. Water is 
probably scarce upon that planet in similar degree. However, these 
facts do not militate strongly against animal life upon that planet, 
for such life would undoubtedly be developed with respiratory and 
other organs adapted to their environment. A solution of the Mar- 
tian problems, as to a possible counterpart of terrestrial man on 
that planet, is apparently not now hopeful, but present-day failures 
may be the prelude to future successes, and I prefer to offer no dis- 
couragement. 

The planet Venus, only a shade smaller than the earth, and but two- 
thirds as far from the sun as we, presents a similar but apparently 
more difficult iiroblem. We know that it has extensive atmosphere, 
no doubt comparable with that of the earth, but concerning the pres- 
ence of water we are justified in making no statement other than 
we remain in apparently total ignorance. If Schiaparelli was right, 
as he appears to have been, that Venus always presents the same face 
to the sun, just as the moon always turns the same hemisphere toward 
the earth, then one hemisphere of Venus undoubtedly remains in- 
tensively hot in perpetuity, and the other hemisphere in perpetual 
darkness and excessively low temperature. Can the tAvilight zone 
between the hemispheres of day and night offer abode and comfort 
to living forms, A^egetable and animal? We have found no answer 
to this question, and we know not how to progress to the solution. 

Are the moon and Mercury inhabited? Certainly not by such 
forms of life as we are familiar with, for neither object has an 
appreciable atmosphere. Both bodies undoubtedly suffer from ex- 
tremes of heat and cold, without the protecting blanket of atmos- 
phere Avith Avhich the earth is blessed. The other planets, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune, may be ^lisiuissed as uninhabitable by 
life forms of our acquaintance. Tliere seems no reason to doubt that 
these great bodies, from four to eleven times the earth in diameter, 
are still devoid of solid footing for man or bea^t, such as the i*ock 
and soil strata afford upon the earth. 

Have astronomers been able to prove that planets revolve around 
other suns than ours? No, the distances of the nearest stars pre- 
clude that possibility to our means in hand. Such planets would 
need to be manyfold brighter than Jupiter, the greatest of our 
planets, and our great telescopes Avould need multiplication many 
times in diameter to let us see theiii as attendants of their suns. We 
are able to prove, and liaA'e proved, hoAvever, the existence of hun- 
dreds of bodies, in distant space, Avhose rays of light aac have not 
perceived. The spectrogiuph has slioAvn Avith certainty that, of the 
naked-eye stars, one in four on the average is not the single star 
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which it appears to be to the naked eye, or when viewed in the tele- 
scope, but that it is a double sun, the two bodies revolving continu- 
ously about their mutual center of mass. These hundreds of binary 
systems are so far away that even under the highest telescopic mag- 
nification they blend into a common and essentially mathematical 
point. It is the expectation that the future, possibly the present 
century, will establish that one star in three, on the average, is a 
double solar system. It may even prove to be the truth that our 
solar system, consisting of one great central sun and many attendant 
planets, is not the average and prevailing system, but is the exception 
and not the rule. However, w^e have no good reason to doubt that 
tens of thousands, more probably tens of millions, of distant suns 
are the centers of planetary systems, and that countless planets are 
the abode of life. As our sun is but one of hundreds of millions of 
suns, it is absurd and essentially inconceivable that our planet, or 
two or tiiree of our planets, should be the only bodies throughout 
the universe supporting life. It is vastly more probable that if our 
vision could penetrate to other stellar systems, lying in all direc- 
tions from us, we should there find life in abundance, with degrees 
of intelligence and civilization from which we could learn much, and 
with which we could sympathize. The spectroscope proves abso- 
lutely that dozens of chemical elements in the earth's surface strata 
exist in our sun ; that iron, the silicon of our rocks, hydrogen, helium, 
magnesium and so forth exist m the distant reaches of our stellar 
system. If there is a unity of materials, unity of laws governing 
those materials throughout the universe, Avhy may we not speculate 
somewhat confidently upon life universal? 

In the days of my youth, here in northern Ohio, the opinion pre- 
vailed throughout the community, and widely over the earth, that 
comets were the forerunners of wars, plagues or other forms of dire 
distress. Did not the great comet of 1811 herald the war of 1812, 
and that of 1843 the Mexican War and Donati's comet of 1858 our 
Civil War.? Even in the twentieth century the fear that a comet 
may collide with the earth and destroy its inhabitants comes to the 
surface, here and there, every time a comet is visible to the naked 
eye. The findings of astronomers concerning these visitors to our 
region of space have taught that we have nothing to fear from them, 
and that their close approaches may be welcomed, for they are in- 
teresting members of our sun's family. They revolve around our 
sun as the planets do, and render unto it homage and obedience. It 
is undoubtedly true that the earth has plunged through the tails of 
comets many a time and wdthout appreciable elfects upon our health 
and happiness. In fact, the inhabitants have at the time been bliss- 
fully unaware of the passage. It is true that a collision of the con- 
101257—22 11 
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densed head of a comet Mith the earth is not impossible; it may 
some time occur; but comprehensive studies of this question, based 
upon observational data concerning many of these bodies, lead indu- 
bitably to the conclusion that we must not expect these collisions 
to occur, on the average, more than once in 15 or 20 million years. 
The so-called shooting stars, which we have all observed in the night 
slcy, are in many cases, perhaps in all, though we do not know, the 
burning of minute pieces of comets which have disintegrated and 
disappeared as comets forever from our sight. Colliding with the 
earth, rushing through the upxier strata of our atmosphere with 
speeds up to 10 or more miles per second, the frictional resistance 
of the air heats them to the burning point, and they are turned into 
ashes and the vapors of combustion. A very few get through to 
the earth’s surface and are found and placed in our museums. It is 
not certain that any of those in the museums are parts of disinte- 
grated comets, but some of them probably are. The number of small 
foreign bodies which collide with our planet every day is very great ; 
a conservative estimate is 20,000,000. Except for our beneficent at- 
mosphere man would suffer many tragedies from the bombardment. 
There is reason to believe that the earth is growing larger very 
slowly, from these accretions, and this may have been the process 
by which the earth grew from a small nuclear beginning up to its 
present size. 

Astronomers have determined that our solar system is very com- 
pletely isolated in space. We are widely separated from our neigh- 
bors. I shall not try your patience by quoting the trem^endous dis- 
tances in miles, for they are incomprehensible to all of us. Eays 
of light sent out by the sun require a little more than eight minutes 
to reach the earth. The outermost known planet in our system, 
Neptune, would be reached in four hours and a half. Eays of light 
leaving the sun at the same time and traveling at the same rate, 
186,000 miles per second, must travel continuously during four years 
and a half to reach our nearest known neighbor in space, the bright 
double star. Alpha Centauri. If the distance from the sun to the 
earth is i, the distance to our outer planet is 30^ and the distance 
to Alpha Centauri is 275,000, There appears to be an abundance 
of room in the great stellar system to meet the requirements of all. 
The spectrograph attached to the Lick telescope has determined 
that our sun and its family of planets is traveling through the great 
stellar system with a speed of 12-1 miles per second, equivalent to 
400,000,000 miles per year. The earth is certainly hundreds of mil- 
lions of years in age, the sun is no doubt at least as old, and the 
early youth of the earth was lived, not where we now are, but far 
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elsewhere in the stellar system; and its future journeyings will lead 
to quite other points of observation. 

The question of greatest interest to present-day astronomers is 
that of stellar systems other than our own. The chances seem strong 
that the hundreds of thousands of spiral nebulse known to exist, 
in very distant space are other and independent systems of stars, 
many of them perhaps containing as many stars as our stellar 
system. In other words, our stellar system may be but one of 
hundreds of thousands of isolated stellar systems distributed through 
endless space. This is not an established fact, but the evidence 
seems to run in its favor. 

I have referred to some of the problems and results of astronomi- 
cal science. The list of interesting items is a long one, but available 
time has its limits. In brief, it is the astronomer’s duty to discover 
the truth about his surroundings in space, and make it a part of 
the knowledge of his day and generation. The ultimate and real 
value of his work lies in its influence upon the lives of the people 
of the world, in the change for the better which it induces in their 
modes of thouglit. and in the impulse vdiich it gives to an advancing 
civilization. 

Would that the attractions of the sky to the average man were 
more potent. It is a curious comment upon the attributes of city 
life that hundreds of thousands of people, especially children, in 
London and Paris, in the darkness which gave them semiconceal- 
ment from the enemy's destructive airships, should have obtained 
their first real vision of the starry heavens. What must have been 
their sensations ? On the other hand, those who can view its beauties 
and wonders are prone to neglect it; to look down instead of up. 
Emerson has said somewhere in his immortal essays that if our 
sky should be clear of clouds but one night in a century, the people 
of this globe would look forward to the rare event, and not only 
prepare to behold its beauties themselves, but make sure that their ^ 
friends far and wide were likewise minded. How the beauties of 
the night sky would surpass the expectations of the most lively 
imagination ! The w’ondrous vision would be the prevailing sub- 
ject of conversation for years and years, and the repetition of the 
vision, 100 years later, would need no advertising. 

Our knowledge of the heavens is in its infancy. We have 
but made a start upon the discovery of the truth about the 
stars, and the results of astronomical research are not so widely 
known amongst the people as they should be. This splendid 
institution, The Warner & Swasey Observatory, presented 
by men who were masters in telescope and observatory de- 
sign and construction, by men who have thought much of relative 
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values in life, this institution has a field of great usefulness lying 
before it In their administration of the generous gift, the trustees, 
the president and the faculty of the Case School of Applied Science, 
whether for research, for school instruction or for community edu- 
cation, will have the sympathetic interest of astronomers, of all 
lovers of the truth. This observatory may assist in the solution 
of important problems concerning the universe of which w'e form 
a part. The universities, the colleges, and the technical schools 
of our country, and of other countries, are graduating every year 
many hundreds of young men, ready to start upon the more serious 
phases of their lives, who can tell us all about the lights in our 
houses, but not one word about the lights in our sky. This insti- 
tution will do its quota in approximating to a liberal education. 
The casual visitor who enters its portals in search of knowledge, 
yea, the passerby in the street who merely sees a dignified and pur> 
poseful observatory set upon a hill, will have his thoughts directed 
to higher levels. 



COSMOGONY AND STELLAK EVOLUTION. 


By J. H. Jeans, F. R. S. 


I. THE EVOLUTION OF GASEOUS MASSES. 

The progress of observational astronomy has made it abundantly 
clear that astronomical formations fall into well-defined classes: 
they are almost “manufactured articles ” in the sense in which Clerk 
Maxwell applied the phrase to atoms. Just as atoms of hydrogen or 
calcium are believed to be of similar structure no matter where they 
are found, so star-clusters, spiral nebulce, binary stars are seen to be 
similar, although in a less degree, no matter in what part of the sky 
the}" appear. The problem of cosmogony is to investigate the origins 
of these comparatively uniform formations and the process of transi- 
tion from one class to another. 

In attacking this problem the cosmogonist of to-day stands upon the 
shoulders not onl}- of previous cosmogonists, but also, what is of even 
greater imiiortance, upon the shoulders of the brilliant and indus- 
trious astronomical observers of the past century. IVe shall find it 
convenient to take as our starting point the most famous theory of 
cosmogony ever propounded — the nebular hypothesis of Laplace — • 
and we shall examine to what extent it remains tenable in the light 
of modern observational and theoretical research. 

Laplace's hypothesis referred primarih" to the genesis of the solar 
system, which he believed to have originated out of a hot nebulous 
mass that shrank as it cooled. The nebula was supposed to be in 
rotation, that the principle of conservation of angular momentum 
required that as the mass cooled its speed of rotation should increase. 
It is well knov/n that a mass either of gas or of liquid in rotation 
can not rest in equilibrium in the s:pherical shape which would be 
assumed in the absence of rotation. If the rotation is very slow the 
equilibrium shape will he an oblate spheriod of small eccentricity. 
As the rotation increases, the ellipticity will increase, but it is found 
that the spheroidal shape is soon departed from. Laplace believed, as 
a matter of conjecture rather than of reasoned proof, that vuth con- 

^ Lrctures delivered at King’s Collcixo, London, on May r. and 10, 1021. Keprinted by 
p« rmission from Nature, .Tune oO and July 7, 1921. 
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tinually increasing rotation a mass of gas would in time reach a stage 
at which it could no longer exist as a single continuous mass. When 
this stage was reached he believed that a ring of particles would be 
discharged from the equator through the centrifugal force of rotation 
outweighing the centripetal force of gravitation. The mathematical 
researches of Eoche (18T8) provided some support for this general 
conjecture, and more recent investigations put its general accuracy 
beyond doubt. 

It is found that the changes of shape Avliich accompany increase of 
rotation are, in their general features, the same for all masses, whether 
gaseous or fluid, provided only that there is sufficient central con- 
densation of mass. When the rotation becomes so great that the 
spheroidal figure is departed from, the equator of the mass is found 
to pull out into a pronounced edge, which ultimately becomes per- 
fectly sharp (see fig. 1). The mass has now assumed a lenticular 
shape, and any further increase of rotation results in matter being 
discharged from this sharp edge. The lenticular shajie is retained 
from now on, the sharp edge acting like a safety A^alve and emit- 
ting just so much matter as is necessary to carry off the excess of an- 
gular momentum beyond the maximum which can be carried by the 
central mass. Figure 1 shows the configurations of the lenticular figures 



Fig. 1. — Figures of equilibrium for rotatiug masses of gas. 


for masses of gas in adiabatic equilibriuman which 7 (ratio of specific 
heats) has the extreme values 1.2 and 2.2, respectively. Other calcu- 
lated lenticular figures show generally similar shapes. With a fur- 
ther increase of rotation beyond that for which these curves are 
drawn, the figures would remain unaltered save for the addition of a 
distribution of matter in the equatorial plane — the matter already 
thrown off from the sharp edge of the lens. 

If gaseous stars assume these forms our telescopes refuse to reveal 
them. Even in the most poAverful telescopes the stars remain in- 
finitesimal points of light; the only bodies which show any observable 
shape are the nebulae. It is highly significant that a number of these 
exhibit precisely the lenticular shape just described. This is in most 
cases accompanied by a distribution of matter in the plane throiio-fi 
the sharp edge of the lens. A number of such nebula haA^e been 
found by direct spectroscopic obserA^ation to be in rotation about an 
axis perpendicular to this plane. Thus there is very strong justifica- 
tion for supposing that these nebulae are masses of gas or other mat- 
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ter Avitli high central condensation behaving precisely as imagined by 
Laplace — rotating and throAving off their excess of angular mo- 
mentum as thej^ cool by the ejection of matter in their equatorial 
planes. 

There is, hoAvever, almost incontrovertible evidence that the nebulae 
which have just been described are nothing but ordinary spiral nebulae 
seen edgewise, for observation discloses a continuous sequence of 
nebulae the shapes of Avhich bridge completely the gap between 
the lenticular nebula?, in which we are looking at right angles to the 
axis of rotation, and the familiar spiral nebula in which we look ap- 
proximatelA^ along this axis. The characteristic nebula shows a nu- 
cleus which Ave can now identify with the lenticular figure demanded 
by theory, having tAvo arms emerging symmetrically from opposite 
points of the nucleus. If our identification is correct these arms 
must be formed out of the matter already discharged from the nu- 
cleus. It has in point of fact been found by xnn Maanen and Kostin- 
sky that the matter in the arms appears to be in motion approxi- 
mately along the arms and in the outward direction. 

Any external graAutational field, Avhcther of the universe as a whole 
or of neighboring star.- or nebulce, Avould produce a tidal field similar 
to that produced by the sun and moon on tlie surface of our earth, a 
field specified mathematically by a second harmonic. This field, no 
matte!' how small in amount, would suffice to destroy the exact circu- 
lar shape of Ihe "’equator’*’ of the nucleus and so AAmnld concentrate 
the emission of matter at two opposite points on this equator. Thus 
it is easA^ to understand Avhy the nehuhc, as a rule, exhibit two sym- 
metrical arms emerging from antipodal points. It is axuw much less 
easy to understand ay by these arms should be of the unh^ersal spiral 
foiin — the abseiiee of any ex[)ianation of this form must })e regarded 
as a senous draAv’oack to our interpretation of the spiral ne])ulje. It 
is readih^ proved that the ejected filaments of matter, whateA^er the 
shape they assume, could not remain of uniform line-density. Such a 
distribution of density Avould be unsttible, and it can be proved that 
nuclei AAould form at approximately equal distances, around which 
the matter of the arms vronld condense. In this Avay it is possible to 
explain the nuclei and condensations Avhich are ol^serATd in the arms 
of the spiral nebuliv. It is also found possible to calculate the amount 
of matter AA'hieh will condense arcmnd each nucleus: the mass of each 
is found to ]>e of the order of magnitude of the knoAvn masses of the 
stars. 

In this way I have been led to conjecture that the spiral nebula? 
are Avhirling masses of gas Avhich, OAving to their rapidity of rotation, 
throAv off gaseous stars much as a Catherine-wheel ” fireAvork throws 
off* sparks. If so, the condensations in tlie arms of these nebulae are 
stars in the process of birth. Dynamically the mechanism is almost 
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identical with that imagined by Laplace as resulting in the birth of 
systems of planets and satellites, but on a far more stupendous scale. 
The final product of the chain of events we have been considering 
must be some type of star cluster — perhaps a globular star cluster, 
or possibly an “ island universe ” similar to our galactic system. 
The difficulties in the way of an exact mathematical investigation 
into the history of the ejected gas, as the filaments condense around 
nuclei and as these form stars and begin to move as detached bodies, 
are enormous. On the other hand, the determination of the final 
steady states possible for a system of stars created in this way is 
quite simple. There is found to be only one type of final steady 
state possible for a system of stars created out of a rotating mass 
of gas, and this shows exactly the features presented by the system 
of stars of which our sun is a member. The system of stars will be 
of a flattened shaj^e, symmetrical about the plane of greatest cross- 
section (the galactic plane in our system) ; the velocities in any 
small region of space will not be distributed at random, but will 
show a preference for two opposite directions star streaming ”) ; 
these directions will be parallel to the plane of symmetry and per- 
pendicular to the radius to the center of the system. This last direc- 
tion is that given by Charlier for the direction of star streaming ” 
in our system. Our system passes all tests for having been born out 
of a spiral nebula the plane of which was what is now the plane of 
the Milky Way; indeed, Easton and others have claimed to find 
traces of the two spiral arms still surviving in the distribution of 
stars in this plane, as though the final steady state had not yet been 
reached. 

\Added February^ 1922 . — The test, however, is not a very stringent 
one. For if a number of stellar systems, each one of w^hich had been 
born out of a rotating nebula in the way we have imagined, were to 
fall together as the result of gravitational action and unite into a 
single giant system of stars, it can be shown that this giant system, 
if or when it attained a steady state, would show precisely these 
same properties. Thus our test leaves it an open question whether our 
universe has been born out of a single nebula or out of a great num- 
ber of smaller nebulse. It probably accords best with present obser- 
vational knowledge to suppose that our universe has been formed 
by the intermingling of a large number of separate star groups each 
of which is the product of a single spiral nubula. The globular 
clusters may well be groups of this type which have nut yet mingled 
with the main mass of stars, while the moving star clusters, such as 
the Taurus cluster, the Ursa-major cluster, and possibly also the 
whole system of the B-type stars, may be groups, or the remains of 
groups, which have fallen into the main mass and become inter- 
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mingled with it spatially while yet preserving sufficient uniformity 
of motion among their members to enable us to recognize them as 
distinct groups of stars.] 

Let us now turn to a study of the lives of individual stars. To 
the naked eye the stars appear as mere points of light of varying 
brightness. The telescope adds little except possibly differences of 
color. The spectroscope appears at first to add a wealth of new 
information, but a detailed study of stellar spectra discloses the un- 
expected fact that all stellar spectra, apart from a few exceptions, 
fall into one single linear series. Photographs of the spectra of all 
stars, in which varying exposures have been made to compensate for 
varying brightnesses, can be arranged uniquely in a consecutive 
order in which each spectrum differs only impercex^tibly from its 
neighbor. All the complicated diversities of stellar sj^ectra apx:>ear 
to be determined, in the main, by one single variable. This is be- 
lieved, with good reason, to be the temperature of the star’s surface. 

Positions on this linear series are specified by reference to six 
selected points denoted by the letters B, A, F, G, K, in this order. 
The order given is that of decreasing surface temperature. Stars 
having B sx)ectra are of bluish color with a surface tem^^erature of 
10,000° C. or more. Stars of tyx)e jNI are red with a surface tem- 
perature of only 3,000° C. Our sun is of type G, with a surface tem- 
perature of about 6.000° C. 

We might also arrange the stars in order of brightness. The dis- 
tances of man}^ stars are knoAvn, and for these we can calculate the 
“absolute brightness” or “luminosity” — i. e., the amount of light 
omitted as compared with our sun. Since the masses of the stars 
are all approximately the same, it might be expected that the order 
of “ luminosity ” would prove to be substantially the same as that 
of surface temperature, but this does not prove to be the case. Eight 
years ago it was found by Hertzsprung and FI. X. Bussell that the 
red M stars fell into two widely different classes, one class having 
abnormally high luminosity, and the other abnormally low. The 
ratio of luminosities in the two classes is of the order of 10,000 to 1, 
and since the surface temperatures are the same, this ratio must imply 
a corresponding ratio in the areas of the radiating surfaces. Thus 
the two classes of M stars must have volumes in a ratio of about 
1,000,000 to 1, for which sufficient reason they have been designated 
“giants” and “dwarfs.” From a comprehensive discussion by 
Bussell, recently confirmed by Adams and Joy, it is clear that the 
demarcation between “ giants ” and “ dwarfs ” extends, although 
with diminished intensity, through the types K, G, and F\ while at 
types A and B the classes coalesce. 

Lately Shapley, by determining the distances of the globular 
clusters, has greatly increased our knowledge of stellar luminosi- 



158 


ANNUAL REPORT SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 1021. 


ties, and has calculated the individual luminosities of 1,152 giant stars 
in clusters. If vre plot the logarithms of the luminosity (or the 
absolute magnitude) against spectral type as in figure 2. the vast 
majority of Shapley’s 1,152 stars are found to lie ^vithin the belt 
marked “ giants,” while of the stars previously discussed by Russell 
and by Adams and Joy nearly all lie either within this belt or within 
that marked “ dwarfs.” In this diagram a few typical stars have 

^ been marked. The stars 

B A F G K i»i 3 Orionis and our near 



lOpOO V ^P^^ 


neighbor Lalande 21.185 
are examples of giant 
and dwarf red stars. 
The diameter of the 
former has recently 
been found by direct 
measurement to be about 
300 times that of our 
sun. corresponding to a 
density of the order of 
at most one-thousandth 
of that of atmospheric 
air: the latter has a lu- 
minosity only 0.009 
times that of the sun. 
and probabl}^ a mean 
density comparable with 
that of the earth. Our 


Fig. 2. numiiiosity-tumperature diagiam. and OUT nearest 


stellar neighbor, a Centauri, are marked as typical dwarfs of type G, 


and Sirius is a representative A-type star. 

From the known luminosity and surface temperature of any star 
it is easy to calculate its surface and so its density. Giants of types 
G and K are found to have densities of the order of 0.f)04 and O.OOOel, 


respectively, agreeing with the known densities of binary stars of 
these types. Sirius, vrith a luminosity of forty-eight times, and a 
surface temperature about one and a half times, those of our sun, 
must have a surface nine times as great. Its mass is 3.4 times the 


solar mass, so that its density must be about 0.2. In general it is 
found that all giant stars must be gaseous, of density so low that the 
ordinary gas laws will be approximately obeyed. Dwarf stars may 
be gaseous or liquid or solid, but, if gaseous, they are so dense that the 
gas laws will be nowhere near the truth. It is now easy to see why, 
in the giant stars, increase of temperature and density go together; 
this is merely a consequence of Lane's law. But tlie dwarfs may be 
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thought of as approximating ratlier to masses of fixed dimensions, 
and for these the luminosity falls off as the temperature decreases. 

Our sun radiates light at a rate of about 2 ergs per second per 
gram of its mass. Gravitational contraction, as Lord Kelvin showed, 
could provide energy at this rate for only al)out 20,000,000 years, 
and radio-active and chemical energy could only slightly lengthen 
this period. For a giant star, radiating at 1,000 times the rate of the 
sun, the maximum period would be only a few thousand years. This 
period is far too short, and it is now generally accepted that, so far 
from gravitation and known sources of energy providing the whole 
of a star’s radiation, they can provide only an insignificant fraction. 
Energy of adequate amount can originate only from subatomic 
sources, as, for instance, from internal rearrangements in the posi- 
tive nuclei of the atoms or from the transformation of a small frac- 
tion of the star’s mass into energy. It is a matter of simple calcu- 
lation to show that all other stores of energy in a star can constitute 
only an insignificant reservoir of energy which, unless continually 
replenished from subatomic sources, would be exhausted in, astron- 
omically, a moment. Thus the rates of radiation and of generation 
of subatomic energy must be practically equal, and the luminosity 
of a star will be determined by the latter rate at any instant. 

We may now think of the evolution of the stars as represented by 
the march of a vast army through our diagram (fig. 2), the indi- 
viduals keeping, for the most part, within the marked belt. Each 
individual takes his marching orders from the supply of subatomic 
energy, and so long as we remain in ignorance of the exact source 
and nature of this we can not be certain whether the motion of the 
army is up or down, or even that it is all in the same direction. But 
if we are right in conjecturing that the stars were born out of a nebula 
of very low density, the order of march Avill be from low density 
to high ; our army will be marching doAvnwards in the diagram. Its 
tail, except for a few stragglers, is about at absolute magnitude — I, 
its head is lost in darkness. In the next lecture we must study the 
incidents which may occur during the march of this army of stars. 

II. THE EVOLUTION OF STELLAR AND PLANETARY SYSTE:MS. 

In the last lecture we followed up, so far as is permitted by mod- 
ern theoretical and observational research, the train of ideas on 
wLich Laplace had based his nebular hypothesis. Theoretically we 
found that a shrinking mass of rotating gas ought in time to assume 
a lenticular shape, after which further shrinkage would result in the 
ejection of matter from the sharp edge of the lens. It is suggested 
that the spiral nebuhe form instances of this process, the spiral arms 
being the ejected matter and the central nucleus the remnant of the 
original rotating mass of gas. The spiral arms are observed to 
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break up into condensations, a process of which a theoretical ex- 
planation can readily be given. But on inserting approximate 
numerical values it is found that each condensation must have a 
mass comparable with that of a star. In the spiral nebulae we are 
watching, not the birth of planets, which Laplace attempted to 
explain by his nebular h^^pothesis, but the birth of the stars them- 
selves. The process is, in its main outlines, identical with that imag,- 
ined by Laplace, but is on a more stupendous scale. 

The separate stars when set free from the parent nebula are 
themselves shrinking and rotating masses of gas; they may be 
thought of as small-scale models of the nebula which gave them 
birth. We naturally inquire whether the process of evolution of 
these small-scale models will be the same as in the parent nebulse. 
The answer is provided by a mere inspection of the physical dimen- 
sions of the formulae which govern the dynamical processes of evo- 
lution. It is found that, as regards the central mass of lenticular 
shape, the small-scale model operates precisely like the bigger mass. 
Any rotating mass of gas, provided only that it is sufficiently great 
to hold together under its own gravitation, will in due course assume 
the lenticular shape and discharge matter from its equator. But as 
regards the ejected matter, the small-scale model does not work in the 
same w^ay as the bigger mass. If the matter ejected from a big mass 
forms a million condensations, the matter ejected from a small mass 
of one-millionth part of the size will not form a million tiny con- 
densations — it will form only one condensation, and will, moreover, 
form this one only if other physical conditions are favorable. In 
actual fact, when regard is had to numerical values, it is found that 
other physical conditions are not favorable. The matter will be 
ejected at so slow a rate that each small parcel of gas will simply 
dissipate into space without any gravitational cohesion at all. Some 
molecules will probably escape altogether from the gravitational 
held of the central star, while the remainder will form merelv a 
scattered atmosphere surrounding the star. For this reason, in addi- 
tion to others, the conception of Laplace does not appear to be capable 
of providing an explanation of the genesis of planetary systems. 

So far we have studied the way in which a mass of gas would 
break up under increasing rotation. As a matter of theoretical re- 
search it is found that a mass of homogeneous incompressible sub- 
stance, such as water, would break up in an entirely different fashion. 
It is further found that there are only these two distinctive wavs in 
which a break-up can occur, so that if a mass, the rotation of which 
is continually increasing, does not break up in one way it must break 
up in the other. As a star, from being a mass of gas of very low 
density, shrinks into a liquid or plastic mass of density perhaps 
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comparable with that of iron, it passes through a critical point at 
which there is a sudden swing over from one type of break-up to 
the other. This critical point occurs when the density of the star 
has become such that the ordinary gas laws are substantially de- 
parted from throughout the greater part of the star's interior. This 
density is, however, precisely that which marks the demarcation 
between giant and dwarf stars. Thus the general conclusion of 
abstract theory is that a giant star will break up under increasing 
rotation in the way we have already had under consideration, but 
that a dwarf star will break up in the same way as a homogeneous 
incompressible mass, such as a mass of water. 

The discovery of the method of break-up in this second case forms 
one of the most difficult problems of applied mathematics. In spite 
of the labors of many eminent mathematicians, among whom may be 
mentioned Maclaurin, Jacobi, Kelvin, Poincare, and G. H. Darwin, 
the problem is still far from complete solution. It is found that, 
as the rotation of a homogeneous mass increases, the boundary re- 
mains of exact spheroidal shape until an eccentricity of 0.8127 is 
reached, at which the axes are in the ratio of about 12:12: 7. With 
a further increase of rotation the boundary ceases to be a figure of 
revolution; it becomes ellipsoidal and retains an exact ellipsoidal 
shape until the axes are in a ratio of about 28:10: 8. Beyond this 
it is impossible for the mass to rotate in relative equilibrium at all, 
and dynamical motion of some kind must ensue. At first a furrow 
forms round the ellipsoid in a cross-section perpendicular to the 
longest axis, but the cross-section in which the furrow appears does 
not divide the figure symmetrically into equal halves. The furrow 
deepens, and at this stage the problem eludes exact mathematical 
treatment. It appears highly probable, although it cannot be rigor- 
ously proved, that the furrow will continue to deepen until it sepa- 
rates the figure into two unequal masses. On the assumption that 
this is what would actually happen we may conjecture that the 
process we have been describing is that of the fission of a single 
star into a binary of the familiar type, but the conjecture is beset by 
many difficulties. To mention one only : if we have truly described 
the history of a star before fission, the star ought during a mod- 
erate part of its life to possess an ellipsoidal figure, and as this 
rotated the light received from the star ought to vary to an extent 
which just before fission might amount to 0.9 magnitude. Yet I 
believe there are only three known stars whose variation of light is 
such as could possibly be accounted for by an ellipsoidal surface, 
and even in these cases the interpretation is doubtful. On the other 
hand, very considerable reassurance is provided by the researches 
of Kussell on multiple stars. After a star has broken into two 
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parts by fission both parts will continue to shrink, so that either or 
both may in turn again break up, and a triple or quadruple system 
be formed. Russell finds that in a multiple system which has been 
formed in this way the distance between the stars formed by subse- 
quent fissions can not be more than a small fraction, at most about 
one-fifth, of the distance between the pair generated by the original 
fission. A mere glance at a catalogue of multiple stars will show 
that this condition is fulfilled by the majority of observed systems. 
On account of foreshortening the apparent separations will not 
always appear to conform to the rule, but Russell has shown, as the 
result of a careful statistical discussion, that the exceptions agree, 
both in kind and in number, with what might be expected from 
foreshortening. 

We have now traced out the life-history of a rotating and shrink- 
ing mass from beginning to end, from its start as a gaseous mass 
of very low density, through its assumption of a lenticular shape 
and its first break-up as a spiral nebula, through its subsequent con- 
densation into separate stars, to their final fissions into binary and 
multiple systems. The picture has been distressingly incomplete, 
and it can not be denied that the story is beset by many difficulties 
and uncertainties. The mathematical investigation is far from per- 
fect ; gaps in theory have frequently been bridged by nothing more 
substantial than conjecture: in many cases there has been room 
for grave doubt as to the identification of observed formations with 
those predicted by theory ; in one instance at least a formation pre- 
dicted by theory, the ellipsoidal star, is practically unknown to the 
observing astronomer. But, after allowing for all imperfections, 
we have a tolerably complete knowledge, so far as the main out- 
lines are concerned, of the whole chain of configurations which will 
be assumed in turn by the rotating shrinking mass of Laplace, and 
on this chain there does not appear to be any room for the solar 
system. 

Apart from this, there are weighty reasons for thinking that our 
system has not been formed as the result of a rotational break-up. 
The angular momentum of a system remains constant during a 
process of breaking up, and, as was pointed out by Babinet in 1861 , 
even if the whole angular momentum of the solar system were now 
concentrated in the sun it would still have less than a quarter of 
the angular momentum requisite for breaking up at its present 
density. Except in the improbable event of the solar system, since 
fission, having been robbed by a passing star of by far the greater 
part of its angular momentum, its rotation can never have been 
sufficient to cause a break-up. Clearly there is a case for examin- 
ing whether some other agency can not produce a system such as 
ours. 
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The sun and moon, as we know, raise tides on our earth the height 
of which forms only an inappreciable fraction of the earth's radius. 
If our earth were replaced by a mass of liquid or gas of low density 
the fraction would be greater, varying inversely as the density of the 
mass. If the sun and earth were placed much nearer to one another 
than now the tides would be increased in the ratio of the inverse 
cube of their distance apart. We can easily imagine conditions un- 
der which the heights of the tides would be comparable with the 
radius of the earth, and here the simple formulae which the mathe- 
matician uses to calculate the heights of terrestrial tides become use- 
less. The general investigation of the succession of shapes which 
will be assumed by a gaseous or plastic mass as the tidal forces on 
it continually increase presents a difficult but not altogether intract- 
•ible problem for the mathematician. 

It is found that the tides will be of the general type with which 
we are familiar on the earth until a certain critical height of tide is 
reached. This criical height is comparable with half the radius 
of the mass, being greater or smaller according as the mass is of 
more or less uniform density. After this critical height has been 
passed, there is no longer a configuration of equilibrium under 
the tidal forces. Dynamical motion ensues, and the general nature 
of this motion will consist in the ejection of two arms or jets of 
matter, one towards the attracting mass and one, which may be 
smaller, or may be absent altogether, in the exactly opposite direc- 
tion. If the tide-generating forces should be suddenly removed at 
this stage the jets would, of course, fall back into the mass from 
which they emerged, and this would in time resume its spherical 
form. But if the tidal forces persist, the jets will continue to be 
thrown out. and it can be shown that a continuous distribution of 
density in these jets would be unstable, just in the same way. and 
for similar reasons, as in the case we previously discussed of the 
jet thrown out from a rotating mass of gas. Condensations would 
form in the jets, and ultimately the jet would break up into separate 
detached masses. 

According to the tidal hypothesis of the origin of the olar system, 
the sun was at some past time subjected to intense tidal forces from 
h passing star, the sequence of processes we have just described took 
place, and the emitted jet broke into fragments which are our pres- 
ent system of planets. From the mathematical investigation on 
which this hypothesis is based, it appears that the fragments would 
each be comparable in mass with the original sun if the matter of 
the sun had been of approximately uniform density, but would be 
very small by comparison if the sun had been gaseous with high 
central condensation. The smallness of the masses of the planets 
in comparison with that of the sun must, therefore, be taken as in- 
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dicating that the sun was in a gaseous state with high central con- 
densation when the planets were born. The jets of matter thrown 
out would also be gaseous, but would rapidly cool in the process of 
ejection, and might soon liquefy or even solidify. It can be shown 
that the planets which would be formed out of the middle portion 
of such a jet ought to be much more massive than those formed near 
the ends, and this may possibly provide an explanation of the com- 
paratively great masses of Jupiter and Saturn. We imagine that 
the planets at first described orbits under the combined gravitational 
action of the sun and the passing star by which the cataclysm was 
caused, but as this star receded they were left revolving, as at pres- 
ent, around the sun. During their earlier motion the}" may them- 
selves have been broken up by the tidal action of one or both of 
the big masses present, and such a process may explain the origin 
of the satellites of the planets. 

Such, in its main outlines, is the tidal theory of the genesis of 
the solar system. So far as can be seen, a vast amount of further 
mathematical research is needed before it can be either definitely 
accepted or finally condemned. For myself, I find it more acceptable 
than the rotational theory, or any other hypothesis so far offered, 
of the origin of the solar system. Time does not permit of a dis- 
cussion of its difficulties, but I may perhaps conclude by stating what 
seem to me to be its main advantages over the rotational theory. 

(1) It escapes the well-known criticism of the rotational theory 
that the present angular momentum of the solar system is too small 
to be compatible with a previous rotational break-up, and I do not 
know of any similar quantitative criticism which can be brought 
against the tidal theory. 

(2) The solar system is arranged with reference to two planes — 
the invariable plane of the system, which contains the orbits of the 
outer planets, and a second plane inclined at about 6"^ to the former 
plane, which contains the sun's equator and the orbit of Mercury. 
A system which had broken up by rotation alone ought to be ar- 
ranged symmetrically about one plane — the original invariable plane 
of the system. On the tidal theory the two planes of the solar 
system are readily explained as being the plane in which the tide- 
raising star moved past the sun, and the original plane of the sun’s 
rotation. 

(3) Theoretical investigations suggest that there is only one pos- 
sible end for a rotating system, namely, a binary or multiple star of 
the type familiar to astronomers, and it is quite certain our system 
is not of this type. Similar investigations on tidal action suggest 
that the final end of a system broken up by a tidal cataclysm ought 
to show many of tlie features of our present solar system. 
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Stellar astronomy is now taking its place definitely in the ranks of 
sciences. For 20 to 30 years the census of the starry heavens grew, 
star after star, nebula after nebula, without any definite bond, any 
generalization, any law emerging showing the connections existing 
among their number. Astronomers seemed yet in the dark as to 
any general plan of the universe. Similarly before Ptolemy and 
Hipparchus, except for the existence of the planets, the plan of the 
solar system was not known. The astronomers of Alexandria made 
their names forever illustrious in showing that the planets were 
subject to lav;s. They gained the first approximation to the plan of 
the solar system. True, it fell to the lot of others, of Kepler, of New- 
ton, to give a more thorough solution of the problem and a deductive 
status to planetary astronomy. But without their predecessor’s 
steps, how halting would liave been their progress. 

The solving of the problems of sidereal astronomy began when 
physics produced the appropriate tools. The elder Herschel had 
marked out the vray, helped by his great ingenuity but handicapped 
by paucity of instrumental means. The American school of astrono- 
mers has put on foot the work which we of to-day admire both for 
its rich promise and the germs of truth it contains. Truly hypo- 
thesis plays a preponderant part in the interpretation of the observa- 
tions. We are yet far from the completion of a magnificent logical 
structure such as planetary astronomy has gained. A mathema- 
tician would be ill at ease before the numerous publications which 
liring us the echo of the discoveries gleaned from the stellar universe. 
At present astronomers are garnering facts; the near future may 
bring the Newton or the Kepler who will place them in their proper 

1 At a general a.ssomUy of the v^ociet^ Astronomique de Trance Professor Michelson 
described his method of measuring stellar d'ameters. A survey of some related subjects 
is useful as an introduction to his work. 

Translated by permission from L’Astronomi(>, Xovombor and Docember, 1921. 
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relationships. In a few generations doubtless the time will come to 
use the rich harvest of observations now patiently being accumulated. 
Then in its turn sidereal astronomy will become clear, logical, deduc- 
tive. At least it is a patriotic wish that it may be so, for it is a task 
especially suited to the French genius. 

EQUIVALENT DIAMETERS. 

The direct measurement of star diameters fills a whole chapter in 
astronomy till now rather liypothetical. A long time ago all hope 
had been lost of detecting the disks of the stars with the ordinary 
instruments of our observatories. At the focus of our telescopes, 
diffraction spreads tlie light received from a luminous point into a 
circular diffuse spot surrounded by rings. Since such a spot is much 
larger than the true geometrical image of a star, it is impossible to 
distinguish between the image of a star and tliat of a point. If we 
try to measure witli a micrometer the angular diameter of a star, 
the value obtaine<l will have no relationship vrith the true dimen- 
sions. The measurements will give merely the diameter of the 
diffraction spot which depends solely on the aperture of the objec- 
tive of the telescope.^ 

It is true, we can measure extraordinarily small relative displace- 
ments of stars, of the order of a few hundredths of a second of arc. 
For instance, the annual parallax " has long since been determined. 
The two problems are really very different in nature and difficultv. 
We can determine with great precision the center of the diffraction 
spot and its displacements, although some special device is necessarv 
to force it to deliver up its secret of the (rue natni’P of the luminous 
source. 

The measurement of stellar dinnmtors is theiefijM' a difficult task 
to approach since we are una])le to produce true images of stars bv 
any direct means. Consequently, for some time we have exercised 
our ingenuity in a\'oiding this difficulty by evaluations more or less 
hypothetical. Sometimes the evaluations have rested on solid foun- 
dations. We know, fm* example, the fruitful researches relative to 
eclipsing variables, but the information thus gathered does not 
suffice for an exhaustive study. Let ns leave aside thi^ aspect of our 
subject, very interesting though it be in itself, in order to consider 
a general method based upon the comparison of the relative bright- 
ness of stars and the sun. 


2 The rlinni'a^’r of the diffraction ^pot is inversely pmportioual to tl'at tl'.o ohjectivo. 
An aiH>rturo of 12 centimeters (a inches) :;>ves a spot alioiit two s(‘cond, of arc f2") in 
diameter. An aperture of at least o motors n<; feet) wouhi be ii<‘ce.ssary l»c£ore the (li'^k 
of the greatest star tO."0.j) would begin to be appreciable. 

'’The .‘innual parallax of a star i> the angle wluch the radius of the earth’s orbit about 
the sun occupies as seen from the star. 
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The apparent intensity of a luminous source depends upon two 
factors; its intrinsic brilliance and its surface. If two stars have 
the same intrinsic brilliance, their apparent brightnesses will be pro- 
portional to their surfaces. 

Let us take as an example Sirius and our sun, of which the “ mag- 
nitudes ” are —1.6 and —26.7. The difference is approximately 25 
magnitudes, corresponding to a ratio of apparent brightness 
(Sun)/ (Sirius) =10,000,000,000. 

If we admit for the moment that the two stars have the same 
brightness per unit surface, we must then also admit that their ap- 
parent surfaces are in the same ratio, 10,000,000,000. The apparent 
diameters are in the ratio of the square root of this, or 100,000. 
Since the diameter of the sun is 1,800", that of Sirius is 0".018. 

Let us consider another example: Betelgeuse is 2.5 magnitudes 
fainter than Sirius. Its brightness is therefore 10 times smaller ana 
its diameter the square root of 10 times smaller or 0".006. 

These diameters correspond to their true diameters only provided 
that the intrinsic brightnesses of these stars and of the sun are all 
the same. A priori, nothing could be less certain. However, these 
values, taken in their proper significance, are precise. They are the 
diameters which we must assume for fictitious stars of the same sur- 
face brightness as the sun, in order that if substituted for the real 
ones, their brightnesses would be of the same magnitude as the real 
ones. E. C. Pickering has designated such values as equicalent 
diameters. 

Having reached this far, to go faxlher we need to know more of 
the surface brightnesses of the stars. This becomes possible through 
the advance of spectroscopy and the physics of radiation. From the 
laws of radiation we glean two essential properties of radiating 
bodies : 

First, the energy of radiation per unit surface increases with the 
temperature ; it is proportional to the fourth power of the absolute 
temperature when the body is a black body.” (Law of Stefan.) 

Second, the spectrum composition of the emitted light also varies 
Avith the temperature; in the spectrum of a black body, the waAe- 
length corresponding to the maximum intensity of energy is in- 
Aversely proportional to the absolute temperature. (LaAv of Wien.) 
In simpler Avords, as a body becomes hotter, its emitted light changes 
from red to white to blue. 

We therefore have reason to think the A^elloAv and red stars are 
colder than the white or blue ones. Consequently the former radiate 
much less light than the latter for equal surfaces. The eqiuA^alent 
diameters cannot in general be equal to the true diameters. The 
stars of superior intrinsic brightness to the sun are smaller than our 
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calculations indicate, and inversely. That our determinations may 
be more precise, it will be next necessary to summarize briefly the 
principal basic facts of stellar spectra. 

SPECTRUM CLASSIFICATIONS AND STELLAR TEMPERATURES. 

The classification now universally adopted is that of Harvard. We 
will pass in review the principal classes. The classes liave been ar- 
ranged in the order of decreasing^ temperatures. Wc can assure 
ourselves of this in verifying that, from one class to the next, the 
maximum intensity retreats toward the red (at the right) and that 
the blue end progressively disappears. 

The first spectrum shows the type of class B, or helium Their 

temperatures are very high. Their light is veiy white or blue. Their 
absorption spectrum contains helium lines. Hydrogen lines j)resent 
are usually dark but at times bright. The metallic lines are absent. 

We pass next to the classes A and F characterized by the intensity 
of the absorption specirura of hydrogen. The lines of this element 
belonging to the Balmer series are very noticeable (types A and F 
and intermediate t3'pe F^) huddling together in the violet. The 
metallic lines make their debut in class A. but they do not become 
very abundant until in the spectra of t^^pe F. The latter class is 
especially noteworthy for the extraordinary development of the 
H and K violet lines of calcium which are faint in the preceding 
classes. 

The temperature becomes still lower in passing to class G where 
our sun belongs. The metallic lines become definitely preponderant; 
those of hydrogen are yet more intense (C and F Fraunhofer lines) 
but less so than those of calcium. The Balmer series ceases to give 
the spectrum its characteristic aspect. The absorption lines of helium 
have disappeared. We know that the}" cannot be observed in the 
sun’s ordinary spectrum. Helium was discovered in the sun because 
of its bright line spectrum in the chromosphere. 

The stars of class K are distinctly yellow or reddish. The metallic 
lines are so numerous and strong that the continuous spectrum is re- 
duced to a few briglit rays upon a sombre background. The scale 
of the figure is perhaps not large enough to show this structure but 
what can be sureh^ seen is the weakening of the blue part of the 
spectrum. This indicates a comparativeh" low temperature. 


* The letters desip^natin;? the clashes are not now arran^rd in alphabetical order. It 
would take too Ion" to re(Ount the history and evnlution of thp Harvard classification. 
Experience has arranged the classes in the order indicated. 

5 We are leaving out of consideration the planetary nebulae wliich make up the class P 
the nebular stars, placed in class Q, and also the so-called Wolf-Ilayet staiv constituting 
class O. The spectra of the last class contain a number of bright lines upon a feeble 
ground. They seem related to novae or “ new stars and are apparently yet hotter 
than the stars of type B. The study of Hum is not so far advanced as for the stars 
described in the body of the text. 
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The same thing is yet more apparent in the case of type M which 
includes a part of the red stars. The appearance of a banded spec- 
trum belonging to titanium oxide confirms a considerable lowering of 
temperature in the case of class M. The temperature of these stars, 
indeed, cannot exceed that of the electric arc. At higher tempera- 
tures, these bands characteristic of composite molecules, vanish be- 
cause of atomic separation of the molecules. 

lYe come finally to the stars of class X which are especially 
characterized by bands due to carbon. This group contains only very 
red and at the same time faint stars. 

The essential features of the Harvard classification are given in 
the following table. It also contains the probable values of the 
effective temperatures of each spectrum class as indicated from a 
consideration of all the values published. 


Class. 1 

Characteristic spectrum. 

Temperatures. 

B Heliuin lines 


1.5 noo 



10,000 


F , Hydrogen and metallic lines 

G Metallic lines 

K Metallic and broad lines 

M Banded spectra 

N Carbon bands 


7.000 

5.000- 6,000 

4.000- 5,000 

3.000 
2,700 


If we now assume Stefan’s law applicable, at least as a first ap- 
proximation, we can, based upon these temperatures, make calcula- 
tions of the relative amounts of energy emitted per unit surface by 
the various stars. For example, let us calculate the diameter of 
Sirius. Taking its temperature as 8,500° and that of the Sun as 
6,000°, we obtain from the fourth powers of these temperatures a 
ratio of about I to 1. Therefore, for equal surfaces, Sirius radiates 
four times more energy than does the Sun. Accordingly we have 
assigned to it a surface four times too great. We should divide the 
equivalent diameter by 2 in order to obtain a more probable value for 
its true diameter. Thus we finally get 0".009. 

A number of writers have applied the preceding considerations 
to the determination of stellar diameters. They have utilized the 
best possible observational data, searching to reduce to a minimum 
the share taken by hypotheses. 

The angular diameters calculated for Betelgeuse by Eddington, 
Nordmann, and Eussell are respectively 0".051, 0"'.059, and 0".031. 
We must fix our ideas only on the “ orders ” of magnitude and not 
regard these as precise determinations. With this reservation, the 
accordance is satisfactory. It will appear even more so when we see 
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that the diameter measured by Michelson is exactly the mean of 
the values just given. 

THE DENSITY OF THE STARS. 

If we know the angular diameter, we must then have the parallax 
in order to calculate the linear diameter and compare it, say with 
that of the sun. The calculation is simple enough, for the quotient 
of the angular diameter by the parallax gives the real stellar diame- 
ter expressed in astronomical units, that is, in terms of the distance 
from the earth to the sun. This may then be expressed in solar 
diameters. The following results are based on a table of KusselPs 
data : 


Star. 

Linear 
; diameter 
! compared 

Itothesim. 

Scar 

Linear 
diameter 
( umpared 
tothesuij. 

Betelgeuse 

i 220 ' Sirius 


1 0 

Antares 

no Vega 


y 6 

Aldebaran 

1 44 , ProcYon 


1 

Capella 

26 1; Altair j ^ 

0 \ndromedae i 

40 


The contrast between the two sections of this table is strikiiio*. 
To the right we see stars whose diameters average scarcely greater 
than the sun’s; to the left they average 100 times greater. It is not 
unlikely that there are stars three or four times smaller than the 
sun. We arrive therefore at the fundamental conclusion that the 
diameters of the stars vary through a range of 1 to 1,000. The ex- 
treme volumes are therefore as 1 to 1,000,000,000. 

The capital interest of this result appears when we consider a 
parallel comparison of the masses. We find that the stars with such 
different volumes have almost the same masses. We can actually 
calculate the masses only in the case of binary stars whose orbital 
elements and radial velocities are known. These are unfortunately 
small in number, perhaps 150. Their masses lie within the range 
0.17 and 30, the mass of the sun being taken as unity. Can we draw 
general conclusions applicable to all the stars? We do not know 
The discovery of an optical method for the determination of the 
masses of single stars might help us. The principle of relativity has 
perhaps opened the way to such a discovery, but while waiting* on 
that we are reduced to theoretical methods. The most natural is to 
admit that there is no systematic difference between single stars and 
the components of double ones. We will suppose then, what appears 
otherwise probable, that the masses of both are of the same order 
of magnitude. 
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As vre have just seen, the masses found in the case of double sys- 
leiiis fall within rather narrow limits, and the ratio between the ex- 
treme values is not above 1.000. We are thus forced to conclude that 
the amount of condensation attained by the stars varies very much 
from one to another for the range of masses stretches from 1 to 1,000 
whereas that of the volumes is from 1 to 1.000,000,000. We must 
conclude that certain stars have a density a million times smaller 
than others. A specilic comparison will emphasize the difference: 
platinum is only ifaO.OOO times as dense as hydrogen under normal 
circumstances. 

We can foresee the importance of such a result for cosmogony and 
the theory of evolution. Despite its acknowledged dependence to 
some extent on hypotheses it conforms to all the known facts as well 
as to the theoretical researches of Eddington. 

The immense diversity of stellar densities seems to be thus well 
established. 

DWAKF AXD GIANT STARS. 

So far we have been forced, in order to estimate stellar diameters, 
to get first the angular diameter and then to correct for the distance of 
the star from the earth. We can perform the operation in a single 
step by starting from the absolute vuujultudes since these are referred 
to a standard distance. 

A list of 1,64G scars who^e absolute iiiagiiitudes were directly ob- 
tained by the remarkable method of Adams has just been published. 
This carries to nearh^ 2,500 the number of stars for which we have 
this datum. 

Interesting consequences follow from a statistical study of these 
stars. In order legitimately to infer diameters from these results we 
must first assort the stars into classes. It is only with stars of the 
same spectrum type that we may infer equality of surface bright- 
ness. 

Figure 1 shows graphically the results. The abscissae refer to 
absolute magnitudes, the ordinates, the numbers of stars of the 
different spectrum classes. A capital result at once catches the eye. 
It is the separation of the stars in each of the advanced classes into 
two perfectlj" distinct groups. While the curves for classes B, A, 
and F show only one summit, corresponding to the most frequent 
magnitude, the other curves each have two maxima. The first cor- 
responds to giant stars, the second to dwarfs. Thus we here find 
verified with an unexpected definiteness the existence of stars of 
very different volumes. F urther there is not a continuous variation 
in the number of stars as we pass from the giants of one class to the 
dwarfs of the same class. 
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The following data shows the magnitudes, corresponding to the 
maxima of the curves. 


Class. 

Magni- 

tude. 

i 

i 

1 Class. 

j 

Magnitude. 

Giants. 

Dwarfs. 

B - 

1.0 

G 

0.5 

5.5 

\ 

1 5 

Ivo-Iv3 ; 

1.0 

6.0 

F . 

3.5 

Kr-ICg 

0.6 

7.0 



M 

0 0 

10.0 


The mean frequency of the giant stars of class G and that of the 
dwarfs of the same type are separated by an interval of five magni- 
tudes. Calculation easily shows that the former are therefore 1,000 
times less dense. In class M the ratio of volumes amounts to 
1,000,000. Greater values naturally are obtained by comparing the 
greatest giant stars with the smallest dwarfs. Our conclusions of 
the preceding section are strikingly confirmed. 

Let us consider a moment the cosmogony developed by KusselL 
He w^as the first to call attention to this separation of the stars into 
dwarfs and giants. According to him, giant stars are young stars. 
As they age they contract and grow warmer. The dwarfs are stars 
already condensed and in the process of cooling ofi* and becoming 
dark. 

A star thus commences life as a giant, relatively cold. Gravitation 
leads to its contraction, the energy due to the compression raising 
the star’s temperature. Thus in measure as its radiating surface 
decreases, its intrinsic brightness increases in such a manner that its 
apparent brightness remains practically constant. As another result 
of the increasing temperature the spectrum type alters and the star 
mounts from one class to another in the order, M, K, G, F, etc.® 

The density of a star, however, tends to a limit and the contraction 
becomes slower and slower. When the giant star enters the hot 
classes A and B, its diameter will be scarcely greater than the sun’s. 
The converted gravitational energy then ceases to compensate for the 
radiation losses. The temperature passes a maximum and commences 
to decrease. The star becomes a dwarf whose diameter from then on 
decreases almost insensibly and retrogrades down the series of spec- 
trum classes in the order, B, A, K, M. During their evolution 

stars pass twice through each spectrum class, first as a giant and 
finally as a dwarf. The second time its surface brightness decreases 
rapidly. The star grows fainter and fainter and redder as it passes 
to its final extinction. Thus Betelgeuse is a young star, Sirius has 
attained a ripe age, and the sun is in its decline. 

« It was thought ovidout hofnrr tlu* data just given w.is obtaiutd that stars like 
Betelgeuse and Aldebaran were in the procoss of cooling off and extinction. We see now 
how risky such a priori conclusions arc. 
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What has been stated shows how, without direct measures, the astro- 
physicists have succeeded in obtaining the dimensions of stars, and 
also that they have brought to light a number of quite unexpected 
facts. Despite the likelihood of the hypotheses developed on the 
way, a direct verification becomes increasingly desirable. Back in 
1868 Fizeaii proposed a method for the direct measurement of stellar 
diameters. Stephan approached the problem at Mai'seilles with a 
telescope of 0.80 meters, but only showed the extreme minuteness of 
the stellar disks. He proved that in order to measure them a much 
larger instrument would be necessary. The task came to Prof. A. A. 
Michelson of developing the exact theory and of making its first 
successful application to the stars. We will in the succeeding sec- 
tions outline his methods saying here only that his measurements con- 
firm in a remarkable manner the most hazardous deductions of the 
astrophysicist. 

THE INTERFEllENTIAL :\IETH01). 

AVe have said that in 1868 Fizeau proposed the application of the 
interference of light to the measurement of star diameters. The 
method rests upon the following principle. AVhen we try to pro- 
duce interference by Young’s apertures, Fresnel’s mirrors, or a 
biprism, we find that the apparent diameter of the luminous source 
must be very small if the fringes are to be pure.'^ If we employ as the 
source of light a hole of A^ariable diameter, lit from behind, we find 
in fact that the sharpness of the fringes decreases as the diameter 
of the hole increases. For a certain value of the diameter the 
fringes become completely invisible. The finer and more marked 
the fringes, the smaller must be the source. There is a proportion- 
ality between the separation of the fringes and the limiting diameter 
of the source. Michelson, to whom we owe the complete theory of 
the phenomenon, showed in 1891 that the fringes of Young and of 
Fresnel become invisible when the angular diameter of the source is 
a little greater than the interval S which separates one fringe from 
the next. He found indeed that 

( 0 ^ 1.22 5 

Why do the fringes disappear in the case of an extended source? 
It is easy to see why. Each separate point of the source will give, 
if it alone exists, a system of pure fringes. But the systems 
corresponding to the different points of the source will trespass 
upon each other’s ground and mutually blend together. The com- 
plete disappearance comes when the superposition of the various 

The reader may observ’e an example of the “ interference fringes of -which we are 
about to speak, if he will admit sunlight through an almost vanishingly narrow slit 
upon white paper within a darkened room. 
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systems produces a uniform intensity. The application of these 
considerations to the angular diameters is direct. If ^\e have a star 
for our source whose angular diameter we may call o, and if we 
can cause the fringes to vary and disappear at will, we can find by 
trial the value of 5 for which they first disappear. From the formula 
just given we at once obtain co. 

THE APPARATUS OF STEPHAN. 

The method suggested by Fizeau was put into practice by Stephan 
at the Marseilles Observatory in 1873. The telescope objective of 80 
centimeters aperture was covered with an opaque screen having two 
apertures symmetrically placed Avith regard to the center (fig. 2). 



A screen, sliown in plan at the left of the figure, limits the portion of the objective 
utilized to two openings, Oi and Oj. The fringes are observed with a powerful eye piece 
at the image of the star E. 


Under such conditions the objectiAT utilizes only tAvo narroAV pencils 
of rays coming from the star. These conA^erge at the focal j)lane E 
to the image of the star. If the image is examined AAdtli a poAverful 
eye-piece the usual diffraction spot Avill be seen furroAved noAA^ Avith 
dark equidistant bands perpendicular to the line Avhich joins the 
centers of the apertures. These are the interference fringes, exactly 
analogous to those AATich form on the retina in Young's famous 
experiment and of which the angular separation is 

a— a/D where X is the AvaA^e length of light and D the distance O 1 O 2 . 

In the experiments of Stephan, the apparatus could not dis- 
tinguish angular diameters less than 1/5 of a second of arc. Noav 
all the stars observed by Stephan in 1873 and 1874 gare very clear- 
cut fringes. None of them could therefore equal 0".2 in diameter. 
Probably the largest Avere far beneath this value. We know to-day 
that they do not exceed 0".05. 

The interferometer method Avas later independently applied by 
Michelson and Hamy to the measurement of the satellites of Jupiter. 
As this meant Avorking aa ith diameters of 0".5 to 1" a telescope of 
30 centimeters aperture was amply sufficient, and positiA^e results 
Avere obtained. 
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Apart from this encouraging result, the measurement of stellar 
disks seemed more and more difficult to undertake. It is easily 
calculated that an aperture of 2.50 meters (nearly 7 feet) is large 
enough only for stars whose diameter exceeds 0".05. There now 
exists at Mount Wilson a telescope of that aperture, the Hooker 
telescope. Furnished with an apparatus similar to that of Stephan, 
it showed fringes no matter what star was examined. Stars of 
diameter greater than 0".05 therefore do not seem to exist. 

Must we therefore renounce the measurement of stellar diameters 
or rather await the production of an objective of 5 to 10 meters aper- 
ture? An artifice, conceived and carried out with incomparable 
ability by Prof. A. A. Michelson, of the University of Chicago, 
rescued astronomy from this perplexing dilemma. 

THE STELLAR INTEKFEUO.UETEli OF MICHELSON. 

The advantages and uniqueness of the interferential method lie In 
that we may measure stars whose diameters are smaller than the 
resolving power of the telescope. 

In fact the 'problem consists in causing to interfere two bundles 
of rags of which the initial linear separation I) is considerable. 
But it is not necesary to employ a telescope objective of diameter D, 
This principle guided Michelson. Therefore the interferometer 
which he constructed gives a most simple solution to the problem. 
Four plane mirrors (fig. 3) gather two bundles of rays and reflect 



The arrangement proposed in 1891, and used at Mount Wilson in 1920, allowed the 
interference of two pencils of rays, separated by several meters, while using an objective 
of ordinary dimensions. 

them parallel but nearer together into the objective of a small tele- 
scope. It is no longer necessary to have a giant telescope but in its 
place plane mirrors and an ordinary objective carried by a rigid mount- 
ing. The difficulties are now purely mechanical. The problem 
becomes approachable through the resources of modern mechanical 
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technique. Nevertheless many physicists might have hesitated, 
despite this simplification, at the idea of causing two bundles of 
rays to interfere which at their start were situated 5 or 10 meters 
apart. For approaching this startling feat, the audacity of the 
American physicist, his profound knowledge of optics and long 
experience with the most delicate apparatus was necessary. 

The first interferometer, constructed in 1920, had the two receiv- 
ing mirrors 6 meters apart. They were mounted upon the Hooker 
telescope (fig. 4), not because of its optical power, which was not 



Fig. 4. — The 2.50 meter telescope provided with the 
iuterferometer. 

The light, reflected by the mirrors. Mi, M 2 , Ms, and 
M 4 of the interferometer upon the great parabolic 
mirror a, is then reflected to the hyperbolic mirror b 
(the telescope is mounted as a Cassegrauian). A plane 
mirror c, inclined at 45“, then sends the light to the 
eye-piece d situated at the side of the tube. It is close 
to this ocular that the compensating glasses are placed. 

necessary, as have just seen, but because of the advantages 'whicli 
accrued from its massive and rigid equatorial mounting, which 
admitted the extra load without accompanying trouble. Another 
interferometer of 16 meters, now actually under construction, will, 
on the contrary, be an independently mounted instrument. 

■VYe will give some details of the 6-meter instrument. The mirrors, 
15 centimeters in diameter, are carried by a trussed girder. The 
two central mirrors are mounted 1.14 meters from each other. The 
other two can be reciprocally displaced. In order to accomplish 
this their supports are mounted on slide rests moved by two screws. 
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The simultaneous motion of the screAvs is accomplished by a small 
electric motor worked from a distance by the observer (fig. 5). 

The method of observing consists in separating and approaching 
the first two mirrors and observing the sharpness of the fringes. 
When they become invisible the distance D of the mirrors is 

recorded. The theory is not wholly identical with that of the experi- 



Ftg. o. — D etailed plan of tho interferometer. Mi, M2, M3, Mi, plane 
mirrors, mounted on moving carriag<^s. 

ment of Stephan, so that his formula is not applicable. However, 
the formula for the angular diameter is still 

wr^l.22 VD, 

A readjustment is necessary after each displacement of the mirrors. 
P"or easing the labor of this, jMichelson has devised various cunning 
contrivances without which the observations would have been exces- 
sively laborious if not impossible. 

THE DIAVIETER OF BETELUEUSE. 

The decisive observation was made by Pease and Anderson on the 
loth of December, 1920. The definition tvas fine and the images were 
observed without difficiity. The stars ^ Persei, y Orionis, and a Canis 
Majoris gave fringes with D equalling 300 centimeters. But when 
the apparatus was trained upon Betelgeuse without changing the dis- 
tance of the mirrors the fringes could not be seen. At a distance of 
250 centimeters they appeared, although hazy. It was allowable 
then to call the value of D equal to 3 meters with an accuracy of 
about 10 per cent. We thence have 

o)=0".047, 

A restriction is, hoAvever, necessary. The theory postulates that 
the star disk is uniformly bright. It is more probably progressively 
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darker from the center outAvards just as is the solar disk. Admitting 
that Betelgeuse has the same distribution of brightness as the sun, 
the value obtained from the formula must be increased by an amount 
which can not exactly computed but which is about 15 per cent. 

^fichelson even proposes to determine the law of distribution of 
brightness upon the disk of Betelgeuse by a thorough study of the 
change in the sliarpness of the fringes in approaching the minimum. 

Admitting for the present the value 0".04T. let us get the linear 
diameter of the star. The best parallax from measures by several 
observers is ()".0iT. The diameter of Betelgeuse is therefore 

0.047/0.01T=t2.7 astronomical units 
—300 solar diameters. 

44ie equator of this giant star would thus contain the earth's 
orbit (two astronomical units in diameter) and nearly that of Mars 
(3.4 astronomical units.) That is in full accord with the earlier 
estimates. 

The measurement of Arcturus made by Pease February 12, 1921, 
has also checked with the theoretical value. For this star it was 
necessary to use the total available length of the interferometer, 6 
meters. This gives for Arcturus a diameter of 0".024. The diam- 
eter i)redicted by lUissell was O'kOlO. The parallax of the star is 
0'k095, according to van Maanen and Russell. Its diameter in 
linear measure is, therefore, 28 times that of the sun. 

Finally, more recent observations have led to the value 0".040 for 
the angular diameter of Antares. Tlie most probable parallax is 
0".023. Whence we deduce a diameter for Antnres 200 times larirer 
than the sun's. Again the order of magnitude predicted is con- 
firmed. 




ATOMIC WEIGHTS AND ISOTOPES. 


By F. W. Aston, M. A., D. Sc., F. R. S., 

Fellow of Trinity College, Canthridge. 

That matter is discontinuous and consists of discrete particles is 
now an accepted fact, but it is by no means obvious to the senses. 



Fig. 1. — Cubes 11 to 15 compared with familiar objects to scale. 

The surfaces of clean liquids, even under the most powerful micro- 
scope, appear perfectly smooth, coherent, and continuous. The 

* Abstract of a summary of a series of lectures given before The Franklin Institute, 
March 6-10, 1922, Reprinted by permission from the Journal of the Franklin Institute, 
May, 1922, 
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merest trace of a soluble dye ^vill color millions of times its volume 
of water. It is not surprising therefore that in the past there have 
arisen schools who believed that matter was quite continuous and in- 
finitely divisible. 

The upholders of this view said that if you took a piece of material, 
lead, for instance, and went on cutting it into smaller and smaller 
fragments with a sufficiently sharp knife, you could go on indefi- 
nitely. The opposing school argued that at some stage in the opera- 



yiG. 2. — Cubes 17 to 21 compared with minute objects to scale. 

tions either the act of section would become im]ios>ible, or the result 
would be lead no longer. Bacon. Descartes, Gassendi, Boyle, and 
Hooke were all partial to the latter theory, and Newton in 1675 tried 
to explain Boyle's Law on the assumption that gases were made up 
of mutually ret)ulsive particles. 

The accuracy of modern knowledge is such that we can carry out, 
indirectly at least, the experiment suggested by the old philosophers 
right up to the stage when the second school is proved correct, and 
the ultimate atom of lead reached. For convenience, we will start 
with a standard decimeter cube of lead weighing 11M7 kilograms, 
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and the operation of section will consist of three cuts at right angles 
to each other, dividing the original cube into eight similar bodies 
each of half the linear dimensions and one-eighth the weight. Thus 
the first cube will have 5 cm. sides and weigh 1.42 kilograms, the 
second will weigh 178 grs., the fourth 2.78 grs., and so on. Diminu- 
tion in the series is very rapid and the result of the ninth operation 
is a quantity of lead just weighable on the ordinary chemical balance. 
The results of further operations are compared with suitable objects 
and a scale of length in Figures 1, 2, and 3. The last operation pos- 
sible, without breaking up the lead atom, is the twenty-eighth. The 
twenty-sixth cube is illustrated in Figure 3. It contains 64 atoms, 
whose size, distance apart, and general arrangement can be repre- 
sented with considerable accuracy, thanks to the exact knowledge de- 
rived from research on X rays and specific heats. On the same scale 
are represented the largest atom, caesium, and the smallest atom, car- 
bon, together with molecules of ox3^gen and nitrogen, at their aver- 
age distance apart in the air, and the helical arrangement of silicon 
and oxygen atoms in quartz crystals discovered by X-ray analj^sis. 
The following table shows at what stages certain analytical methods 
break down. The great superiority of the microscope is a noteworthy 
point. 


Cube. 

Side in cms. 

Mass in g^rms. 

Limiting analytical method. 

9 

.0195 

8.5 xlO ® 

Ordinary Chemical Balance. 

14 

6.1 xlO'* 

2. 58 X 10'* 

Quartz Micro-balance. 

15 

3. 05 X 10-" 

3. 22 X 10 "® 

Spectrum Analysis (Xa lines) 

IS 

3.8 xlO'® 

6. 25 X 10'"^ 

Ordinary Microscope. 

24 

6. 0 X 10'^ 

2. 3S X 10'"“ 

Ultra Microscope. 

28 

3.7. xlO'"^ 

5.15x10-^ 


Atom. 

3.0 xlO'’* 

3. 44 X 10'"* 

Radioactivity. 


Just as an}^ vivid notion of the size of the cubes passes out of our 
power at about the twelfth — the limiting size of a dark object visible 
to the unaided eye — so when one considers the figures expressing the 
number of atoms in any ordinary mass of material, the mind is stag- 
gered by their immensity". Thus, if we slice the original decimeter 
cube into square plates one atom thick the area of these plates will 
total one and one-quarter square miles. If we cut these plates into 
strings of atoms spaced apart as the}' are in the solid, these decimeter 
strings put end to end will reach 0.3 million million miles, the dis- 
tance light will travel in a year, a quarter of the distance to the near- 
est fixed stai*. If the atoms are spaced but one millimeter apart the 
string will be three and a half million times longer jet, spanning the 
whole universe. 

Again, if an ordinary evacuated electric light bulb were pierced 
with an aperture such that one million molecules of the air entered 
per second, the pressure in tlic bulb would not rise to that of the 
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air outside for a hundred million years. Perhaps the most striking 
illustration is as follows : Take a tumbler of water and — supposing 
it possible— label all the molecules in it. Throw the water into the 
sea, or indeed, anywhere you please, and after a period of time so 
great that all the water on the earth — in sea, lakes, rivers, and 
clouds— has had time to become ferfectly mixed, fill your tumbler 
again at the nearest tap. How many of the labeled molecules are to 
be expected in it? The answer is, roughly, 2,000; for although the 



Fig. 3. — Cube 26 stowing atoms with scale of reference. 


number of tumblers full of water on the earth is 5 by 10 the number 
of molecules of water in a single tumbler is 10 

From the above statements it would, at first sight, appear absurd 
to hope to obtain effects from single atoms, yet this can now be done 
in several ways, and, indeed, it is largely due to the results of such ex- 
periments that the figures can be stated with so much confidence. 
Detection of an individual is only feasible in the case of an atom 
moving with an enormous velocity when, although its mass is so 
minute, its energy is quite appreciable. The charged helium atom 
shot out by radioactive substances in the form of an alpha ray pos- 
sesses so much energy that the splash of light caused by its impact 
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against a fluorescent screen can be visibly detected, the ionization 
caused by its passage through a suitable gas can be measured on a 
sensitive electrometer and, in the beautiful experiments of C. T. K. 
Wilson, its path in air can be both seen and photographed by means 
of the condensation of water drops upon the atomic wreckage it 
leaves behind it. 

In the first complete Atomic Theory put forward by Dalton in 
1803 one of the postulates states that : “ Atoms of the same element 
are similar to one another and equal in weight.” Of course, if we 
take this as a definition of the word “ Element ” it becomes a truism, 
but, on the other hand, what Dalton probably meant by an element, 
and what we understand by the word to-day, is a substance such as 
hydrogen, oxygen, chlorine., or lead, which has unique chemical prop- 
erties and can not be resolved into more elementary constituents by 
any known chemical process. For many of the well-known elements 
Dalton’s postulate still appears to be strictly true, but for others, 
probably the majority, it needs some modification. 

The idea that atoms of the same element are all identical in 
weight could not be challenged by ordinary chemical methods, for 
the atoms are by definition chemically identical and numerical ratios 
were only to be obtained in such methods by the use of quantities 
of the element containing countless myriads of atoms. At the same 
time it is rather surprising, when we consider the complete absence 
of positive evidence in its support, that no theoretical doubts were 
publicly expressed until late in the nineteenth century, first by 
Schutzenberger and then by Crookes, and that these doubts have 
been regarded, even up to the last few years, as speculative in the 
highest degree. In order to dismiss the idea that the atoms of such 
a familiar element as chlorine might not all be of the same weight, 
one had only to mention diffusion experiments and the constancy of 
chemical equivalents. It is only within the last few years that the 
lamentable weakness of such arguments has been exposed and it has 
been realized that the experimental separation of atoms differing 
from each other by as much as 10 per cent in weight, is really an 
excessively difficult operation. 

There are two ways by which the identity of the weights of the 
atoms forming an element can be tested. The one is by the direct 
comparison of the weights of individual atoms, the other is by 
obtaining samples of the element from different sources or by differ- 
ent processes, which, although perfectly pure, do not give the same 
chemical atomic weight. It was by the second and less direct of 
these methods that it was first shown that substances could exist 
which, though chemically identical, had different atomic weights. 

In 1906 Boltwood,^ at Yale, discovered a new element in the radio- 

*Boltwoo(H Amer. J. ScL, 22, 537, 1906; 24. 370, 1907. 
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active group which he called ionium, and described as having chem- 
ical properties similar to those of thorium. So much was this the 
case that if, by accident, salts of these two elements were mixed, 
he found it impossible to separate them again by any of the chemical 
processes. This chemical identity was confirmed in the most con- 
vincing manner by the later work of Marckwald, Keetman^ and 
Welsbach,'^ although the two elements certainly had different radio- 
active properties and it was extremely probable that they had dif- 
ferent atomic weights. More identities of a similar nature among 
the radioactive elements were discovered by Soddy,^ Hahn,® and 
others, and the situation in 1910 will be found admirably summed 
up by Society in his report to the Chemical Society for that year.^ 
In 1912, Russel and Rossi ^ showed that the spectra of ionium and 
thorium were indistinguishable and Rutherford’s theory of the 
“Nucleus Atom” supplied a possible explanation. The association 
of the chemical and spectroscopic properties of an element with 
something more fundamental than its atomic weight, namely, the 
charge on the nuclei of its atoms or its “Atomic Number,” was 
proved by the epoch-making work of Moseley in 1913.® This idea 
gave a simple and entirely satisfactory meaning to the chemical laws 
of the radioactive disintegrations discovered a little earlier and ])vq- 
dicted that among the numerous products of these disintegrations 
there must of necessity be some having identical chemical properties 
but different atomic weights. 

To the latter the name “Isotopes” was applied by Soddy in the 
following words: “ The same algebraic sum of the positive and nega- 
tive charges in the nucleus when the arithmetical sum is different 
gives what I call ‘ isotopes ’ or ‘ isotopic elements,’ because they 
occupy the same place in the periodic table. They are chemically 
identical, and save only as regards the relatively few physical prop- 
erties which depend upon atomic mass directly, physically identical 
also.” 

The theory of isotopes received its most triumphant vindication, 
as far as it concerned the products of radioactivity, from the results 
of work on the atomic weight of lead. Study of the radioactive 
disintegrations shows that the final product of every series is lead. 
If we take the main chain of the uranium-radium transformation, 
this lead must have an atomic weight 206, for it has lost 5 alpha par- 
ticles — each of weight 4 — since it was radium, and the atomic wei^bt 
of radium is 226. On the other hand, if we take the main thorium 


3 iveetnmii : Jahr. Radioactivit^t, 6, 269, 1909. 

* A. von Welsbacli : Wien. Ber., iia, 119, 1011, 1910. 

^ Soddy : Trans. Chem, Soc., 99, 72, 1911. 

"Hahn and Meitner: Physikal. Zeitseb., 11, 493, 1910. 
^ Chem. Soc. Ann. Rep., 285, 1910. 
s Russel and Rossi : Proc. Roy. Soc., 77A, 478, 1912. 

» Moseley; Phil. Mag., 26, 1031, 1913. 
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chain, the lead end product must be 6 alpha particles lighter than 
thorium (232.15), and so should have an atomic weight about 208. 

Now, ordinary lead from nonradioactive sources has an atomic 
Aveight 207.20, so Soddy^^^ suggested in 1913 that the lead derived 
from minerals containing uranium but no thorium might have a 
smaller atomic weight than ordinary lead, and, on the other hand, 
the atomic weight of lead from minerals containing thorium but no 
uranium might be greater. 

The first experiments w'ere made by Soddy and Hyman with a 
very small quantity of lead from Ceylon thorite. This gave a per- 
ceptibly higher atomic weight than ordinary lead. Later a large 
quantity of the same mineral was available. The lead from this when 
carefully purified gsixe a density of 0.26 per cent higher than that 
of common lead. On the assumption that the atomic volumes of iso- 
topes are equal, this figure corresponds to an atomic Aveight of 207.74. 
A chemical atomic weight determination gave 207.694. A sample of 
the same lead was sent to Vienna, where Professor Honigschmid, a 
well-known expert in such matters, obtained from it a value 207.77 
as a mean of eight determinations. These figures not only shoAved 
that thorium lead had a higher atomic weight than ordinary lead 
but also that their atomic volumes were identical, as expected from 
theory.^^ 

At the same time as this Avork was in progress the leading Ameri- 
can authority on atomic weights, T. W. Eichards,^^ of Harvard, 
started a series of iuA estigations on lead derived from A^arious radio- 
active minerals. The samples of lead from uranium minerals all 
gave results lower than ordinary lead, as was expected, and one par- 
ticularly pure specimen of uranio-lead from NorAvegian cleA^eite gaA^e 
206.08,^‘^ a very striking agreement Avith theory. The folloAving table 
of properties is taken from his presidential address to the American 


Association at Baltimore, December, 1918: 

1 

Common 

A B 

T-ranio- Percentage 

l“d difference. 

C A-B A-C 

Atomic weight 207. 19 206 34 

Density 11 337 11.2iv0 

Atomic volume 18. 277 18. 278 

Melting point ( absolute) 000. 53 600. 59 

206. 08 0. 42 0. 54 

11.273 .42 .56 

18.281 .01 .02 

. ni ' 

Solubility (of nitrate) 37.281 37.130 

41 

Refractve index (nitrate) 1. 7815 l, 7814 

Thermoelectric effect 

Spectrum wave-length 

i 01 ' 

1 00 ' 

.00. .00 


^^Ann. Rep. Chem. Soc., 269, 1913. 

^ Soddy and Hyman : Trans. Chem. Soc., 105, 1402, 1914. 

'2 Soddy : Roy. Ins., May 18, 1917. 

Richards and Lembert : J. Amer. Chom. Soc., 36, 1329, 1914. 
“Richards and Wadsworth: J. Amei*. Chc*m. Soc., 38, 2613, 1916. 
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In further confirmation Maurice Curie in Paris reported 206.36 
for a lead from carnotite, and a still lower figure, 206.046, was ob- 
tained by Honigschmid in Vienna for a lead from the very pure cry- 
stallized pitchblende from Morogoro.^® This is the lowest atomic 
weight found so far. The highest, 207.9, was also determined by 
Honigschmid for lead from Norwegian thorite. 

In the absence of the special radioactive evidence which can be 
used in special cases such as that of lead, the presence of isotopes 
among the inactive elements can only be detected by the direct 
measurement of the masses of individual atoms. This can be done 
by the analysis of positive rays. 

The condition for the development of these rays is briefly ioniza- 
tion at low pressure in a strong electric field. Ionization, which may 
be due to collisions or radiation, means in its simplest case the de- 
tachment of one electron from a neutral atom. The two resulting 
fragments carry charges of electricity of equal quantity but of op- 
posite sign. The negatively charged one is the electron, the atomic 
unit of negative electricity itself, and is the same whatever the atom 
ionized. It is extremely light and therefore in the strong electric 
field rapidly attains a high velocity and becomes a cathode ray. The 
remaining fragment is clearly dependent on the nature of the atom 
ionized. It is immensely more massive than the electron, for the 
mass of the lightest atom, that of hydrogen, is about 1850 times that 
of the electron, and so Avill attain a much lower velocity under the 
action of the electric field. However, if the field is strong and the 
pressure so low that it does not collide with other atoms too fre- 
quently, it will ultimately attain a high speed in a direction opposite 
to that of the detached electron, and become a “ positive ray.’’’ The 
simplest form of positive ray is therefore an atom of matter carry- 
ing a positive charge and endowed, as a result of falling through a 
high potential, with sufficient energy to make its presence detectable. 
Positive rays can be formed from molecules as well as atoms, so that 
it will at once be seen that any measurement of their mass will give 
us direct information as to the masses of atoms of elements and mole- 
cules of compounds, and that this information will refer to the atoms 
or molecules individually^ not, as in chemistry, to the mean of an 
immense aggregate. It is on this account that the accurate analysis 
of positive rays is of such importance. 

In order to investigate and analyze them it is necessary to obtain 
intense beams of the rays. This can be done in several ways. The 
one most generally available is by the use of the discharge in gases at 
low pressure. 


^ M. Curie : Compt. Rend., 158, 1676, 1914. 

Honigschmid : Zeit Elektrochem., 24, 163, 1918; 25, 91, 1919. 
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It is somewhat remarkable that notwithstanding the immense 
amount of research work done on the discharge at low pressure its 
most obvious phenomena are almost entirely without explanation; 
modern measurements and other data have mex'ely destroyed the 
older theories without, as yet, suggesting others to replace them. 
In discussing positive rays it is of importance to consider the phe- 
nomena taking place immediately in front of the cathode of the 
discharge tube. 

The comparatively dimly lit space between the cathode and the 
bright negative glow ” is named after its discoverer the “ Crookes’ 
Dark Space.’’ Its length is roughly inversely proportional to the 
pressure of the gas in the tube. Its boundary, the edge of the nega- 
tive glow, is remarkably sharp in most gases, quite amazingly so in 
pure oxygen. If large plane cathodes are used so that the effect of 
the glass walls — so far a complete mystery — does not come in, very 
accurate and consistent measurements of the Crookes’ dark space can 
be made. Working with a very large “ guard- ring ” cathode, the 
writer showed in 1907 that its length J) could be expressed as 



where P is the pressure, i the current densit}’' on the surface of the 
cathode and A and B constants. This expression is fairly exact for 
ordinary gases, but only approximate for those of the helium group.^® 
^I varies both with the nature of the gas and the metal used as 
cathode. With the same metal as cathode it is four to five times as 
big for hydrogen as for oxygen ; using the same gas, it is about twice 
as big with a silver cathode as for one of aluminum d® The value 
of the remarkable constant B^ which is independent of the pressure, 
is also practically unchanged either by the nature of the gas, or the 
nature or even the shape of the cathode. 

During these investigations it was also demonstrated that in the 
absence of the positive column, the whole of the potential F required 
to maintain the discharge, takes place between the cathode and the 
negative glow, and its relation to the current may be expressed by 
the equation 




FV 

P 


% 


E and F being constants which depend on the nature of the gas and 
the metal used as cathode. 

Measurements of the distribution of potential in the dark space 
by a method which appears free from objection show that the field 


Aston : Proc. Roy. Soc., 79A, 80, 1907. 

^ Aston and Watson: Ibid., 86A. 168. 1912. 

Aston: Ibid., 87A, 428, 437, 1912. 

^ Aston: Proc, Roy. Soc., 84A, 526, 1911. 
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is practically zero in the negative glow itself and increases in a 
linear manner as we move towards the cathode. This means that the 
density of the positive electrification (excess of positive over negative 
ions) in the dark space is constant. 

No theory yet put forward can account for these numerical rela- 
tions; one can, however, be certain that ionization is going on at all 
points throughout the dark space, and that it reaches a very high 
intensity in the negative glow.^^ This ionization is probably caused 
for the most part by electrons liberated from the surface of the cath- 
ode (cathode rays). These, when they reach a speed sufficient to 
ionize by collision, liberate more free electrons which, in their turn, 
become ionizing agents, so that the intensity of ionization from this 
cause will tend to increase as we move away from the cathode. 

The liberation of the original electrons from the surface of the 
cathode is generally regarded as due to the impact of the positive 
ions (positive rays) generated in the negative glow and the dark 
space. Even this idea, for which there is a fair amount of definite 
evidence, is now called in question for Eatner has recently described 
experiments proving “ that the initial discharge of electricity through 
vacuum tubes is not brought about by the impact of positive ions 
against the surface of the cathode, and that positive ions impinging 
upon the cathode with velocities corresponding to a fall through a 
potential difference up to 2000 volts, are unable to liberate electrons 
from the surface of the cathode.” It must, however, be borne in mind 
that the nature of the positive ions used in Ratner’s experiments is 
not Imown with certainty, and that the intensity of bombardment 
was of an entirely different and smaller order than that usually asso- 
ciated with normal discharge. 

During the work on the length of the dark space a very curious 
and interesting phenomenon vras observed in hydrogen and all 
the gases of the helium group. This consisted of a dark space 
very small and very dark, immediately in front of the cathode, 
inside the Crookes’ dark space.^^ It can only be clearly seen by look- 
ing across the face of a large plane cathode when its appearance in 
pure helium or neon is very striking. Its properties are completely 
different from those of the Crookes’ dark space. Its length, which is 
usually less than a millimeter, is independent of the pressure and 
varies roughly inversely as the square root of the current density. 
As the field close to the cathode varies directly as the square root of 
the current density this suggested at once that the new dark space 
represented a definite constant fall of potential. There is now little 


“ Aston : Proc, Roy. Soc., 96A, 200, 1919. 
KRatner: Phil. Mag., 40, 795, 1020. 

23 Aston ; Proc. Roy, Soc., 80A, 45, 1907. 
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doubt that this “ Primary Dark Space,” as it has been called, defines 
the distance through which an electron, starting from rest at the sur- 
face of the cathode, must fall before it acquires sufficient energy to 
ionize the gas by collision. This explanation is supported in a strik- 
ing manner by the appearance of the phenomenon when the current 
density is greatly reduced. Under these conditions alternate dark 
and bright bands, equally spaced, appear in front of the cathode 
exactly as would be expected from the production of successive gen- 
erations of ions. Further support is given by the measurements in 
hydrogen and helium, which indicate that the actual fall of potential 
across the primary dark space is twice as great for helium as for 
hydrogen and, on certain assumptions, is approximately equal to the 
ionization potential of these gases determined by other means. 

In addition to cathode ray ionization the positive rays traveling 
towards the cathode themselves are capable of ionizing the gas, and 
radiation may also play an important part in the same process. The 
surface of the cathode will therefore be under a continuous hail of 
positive!}^ charged particles. Their masses may be expected to vary 
from that of the lightest atom to that of the lieaviest molecule capa- 
ble of existence in the discharge tube, and their energies from an 
indefinitely small value to a maximum expressed by the product of 
the charge they carry )< the total potential applied to the electrodes. 
The latter is practically the same as the fall of potential across the 
dark space. If the cathode be pierced, the rays pass through the 
aperture and form a stream heterogeneous both in mass and velocity 
which can be subjected to examination and analysis.-* 

A powerful and ingenious method of generating positive rays of 
metallic elements has been worked out and used Avith great success 
by Dempster at Chicago.-^ He employs the element in the metallic 
state and ionizes its vapor by means of a subsidiary beam of cathode 
rays. The ions so produced are allowed to fail through a delinite 
potential and being therefore of constant energy can be analyzed by 
the use of a magnetic field alone. By this arrangement Dempster 
discovered the three isotopes of magnesium and confirmed those 
of lithium. A full account of this work has lately appeared.-^ Still 
more recently he has obtained results with calcium and zinc which 
indicate that the former consists almost entirely of an isotope 40 
with probable traces of another 44, and that the latter has four 
isotopes — 64, 66, 68, and 70. Since the vast majority of the elements 

^ Certain pages of the Franklin Institute article describing the method and apparatus 
used in Dr. Aston’s so-called mass-spectograph ” inve stigations are here omitted, as 
they were given in a previous article on Dr. Aston’s -work in the Smithsonian Report for 
1920, page 223. 

25 Dempster ; Science, Dec. 10, 1920. 

2® Dempster : Science, April 15, 1921. 

2^ Dempster: Phys. Rev, 18, 415, 1921. 
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not jet analyzed are metals, Dempster's method is likely to yield 
enormously important results in the future. A complete list of the 
isotopes of the nonradioactive elements so far discovered is given in 
the following table: 

Table of elements and isotopes. 


Klement- 

Atomic 

number. 

Atomic ^ 
weight. 1 

1 ^Iinimuin 1 
'number of ; 

isotopes. ■ 

1 ' 
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, i 
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By far the most important general result of these investigations 
is that, with the exception of lu’drogen, the weights of the atoms of 
all the elements measured, and therefore almost certainly of all ele- 
ments, are whole numbers to the accuracy of experiment. In the 
majority of the figures obtained by means of the mass-spectrograph 
this accuracy is one part in a thousand. Of course the error ex- 
pressed in fractions of a unit increases with the weight meabured, 
but with the lighter elements the divergence from the whole number 
rule is extremely small. 
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This enables the most sweeping simplifications to be made in our 
ideas of mass. The original hypothesis of Prout, put forward in 
1815, that all atoms were themselves built of atoms of protyle, a 
hypothetical element which he tried to identify with hydrogen, is 
now reMablished, with the modification that the primordial atoms 
are of two kinds : Protons and electrons, the atoms of positive and 
negative electricity. 

The Rutherford atom, whether we take Bohr’s or Langmuir’s 
development of it, consists essentially of a positively charged central 
nucleus around wdiich are set planetary electrons at distances great 
compared with the dimensions of the nucleus itself. 

As has been stated, the chemical properties of an element depend 
solely on its atomic number, which is the charge on its nucleus ex- 
pressed in terms of the unit charge, e, A neutral atom of an element 
of atomic number N has a nucleus consisting of K-\-N protons and 
K electrons, and around this nucleus are set A electrons. The weight 
of an electron on the scale we are using is 0.0005, so that it may be 
neglected. The weight of this atom will therefore be K-{-N^ so that 
if no restrictions are placed on the value of K any number of isotopes 
are possible. 

A statistical study of the results given above shoAvs that the 
natural restrictions can be stated in the form of rules as follows : 

In the nucleus of an atom there is never less than one electron to 
every two protons, — There is no known exception to this law. It is 
the expression of the fact that if an element has an atomic number 
N the atomic weight of its lightest isotope can not be less than 2A. 
Worded as above, the ambiguity in the case of hydrogen is aA^oided. 
True atomic weights corresponding exactly to 2 A are known in the 
majority of the lighter elements up to Among the heavier ele- 

ments the difference between the weight of the lightest isotope and 
the value 2 A tends to increase with the atomic weight; in the cases 
of mercury it amounts to 3T units. The corresponding divergence of 
(he mea.n atomic weights from the value 2A has, of course, been 
noticed from the beginning of the idea of atomic number. 

The numher of isotopes of an element and their range of atomic 
nveight appear to have definite limits, — Since the atomic number only 
depends on the net positive charge in the nucleus there is no arith- 
metical reason why an element should not have any number of iso- 
topes. So far the largest number determined with certainty is 6 in 
the case of krypton. It is possible that xenon has even more, but 
the majority of complex elements haA^e only two each. The maximum 
difference between the lightest and heaAuest isotope of the same ele- 
ment so far determined is 8 units in the cases of krypton and xenon. 
The greatest proportional difference, calculated on the lighter Aveight, 
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is recorded in the case of lithium, where it amounts to one-sixth. It 
is about one-tenth in the case of boron, neon, argon, and krypton. 

The number of electrons in the nucleus tends to he even , — This rule 
expresses the fact that in the majority of cases even atomic number 
is associated with even atomic weight and odd with odd. If we con- 
sider the three groups of elements, the halogens, the inert gases, and 
the alkali metals, this tendency is very strongly marked. Of the 
halogens — odd atomic numbers— all 6 (+1?) atomic weights are odd. 
Of the inert gases — even atomic numbers 13 (+2?) are even and 3 
odd. Of the alkali metals — odd atomic numbers— 7 are odd and 1 
even. In the few known cases of elements of other groups the pre- 
ponderance, though not so large, is still very marked and nitrogen 
is the only element yet discovered to consist entirely of atoms whose 
nuclei contain an odd number of electrons. 

If we take the natural numbers 1 to 40, we find that those not repre- 
sented by known atomic weights are 2, 3, 5, 8, 13 (IT), (18), 21 (33), 
?A (38). It is rather remarkable that these gaps, with the exception 
of the four in parentheses, are represented by a simple mathematical 
series of which any term is the sum of the two previous terms. 

In consequence of the whole number rule there is now no logical 
difficulty in regarding protons and electrons as the bricks out of 
which atoms have been constructed. An atom of atomic weight m 
is turned into one of atomic weight ?n+i by the addition of a proton 
plus an electron. If both enter the nucleus, the new element will be 
an isotope of the old one, for the nuclear charge has not been altered. 
On the other hand, if the proton alone enters the nucleus and the 
electron remains outside, an element of next higher atomic number 
will be formed. If both these new configurations are possible, they 
will represent elements of the same atomic weight but with different 
chemical properties. Such elements are called “ isobares ” and are 
actually known. 

The case of the element hydrogen is unique ; its atom appears to 
consist of a single proton as nucleus with one planetary electron. It 
is the only atom in which the nucleus is not composed of a number of 
protons packed exceedingly closely together. Theory indicates that 
when such close packing takes place the effective mass will be re- 
duced, so that when four protons are packed together with two elec- 
trons to form the helium nucleus this will have a weight rather less 
than four times that of the hydrogen nucleus, which is actually the 
case. It has long been known that the chemical atomic weight of 
hydrogen was greater than one-quarter of that of helium, but so long 
as fractional weights were general there was no particular need to 
explain this fact, nor could any definite conclusions be drawn from 
it. The results obtained by means of the mass-spectrograph remove 
all doubt on this point, and no matter whether the explanation is to 
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be ascribed to packing or not, we may consider it absolutely certain 
that if hydrogen is transformed into helium a certain quantity of 
mass must be annihilated in the process. The cosmical importance 
of this conclusion is profound and the possibilities it opens for the 
future very remarkable, greater in fact than any suggested before by 
science in the whole history of the human race. 

We know from Einstein’s Theory of Eelativity that mass and 
energy are interchangeable,^® and that in C. G. S. units a mass m at 
rest may be expressed as a quantity of energy where c is the 
velocity of light. Even in the case of the smallest mass this energy 
is enormous. The loss of mass when a single helium nucleus is formed 
from free protons and electrons amounts in energ}^ to that acquired by 
a charge e falling through a potential of nearly thirty million volts. 
If instead of considering single atoms we deal with quantities of 
matter in ordinary experience the figures for the energ}^ become pro- 
digious. 

Take the case of one gram atom of hydrogen; that is to say, the 
quantity of hydrogen in 9 c. c. of water. If this is entirely trans- 
formed into helium the energy liberated will be 

.0077 X 9 X 10^° 6.93 X 10^® ergs. 

Expressed in terms of heat this is 1.66 X 10^^ calories or in terms of 
work 200,000 kilowatt hours. We have here at last a source of energy 
sufficient to account for the heat of the sun.-^ In this connection 
Eddington remarks that if only 10 per cent of the total hydrogen on 
the sun were transformed into helium enough energy would be liber- 
ated to maintain its present radiation for a thousand million years. 

Should the research worker of the future discover some means of 
releasing this energ}^ in a form which could be employed, the human 
race will have at its command powers beyond the dreams of scientific 
fiction; but the remote possibility must always be considered that the 
energy once liberated will be completely uncontrollable and by its 
intense violence detonate all neighboring substances. In this event 
the whole of the hydrogen on the earth might be transformed at once 
and the success of the experiment published at large to the universe 
as a new star. 

In considering the spectra of isotopes there is every reason to sup- 
pose that the light emitted by an atom will depend upon the move- 
ments of its planetary electrons, and therefore upon the force con- 
trolling these — ^that is, the nuclear charge. We therefore expect 
that the difference between the spectra of two isotopes will be ex- 
tremely small, since the nuclear charges are identical. This expecta- 

^ Eddingi-on : “ Time, Space and Gravitation,” p. 146, Cambridge, 1020. 

Eddington : Brit Assoc, address, 1920 ; Perrin : Scientia, Nov., 1921. 
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tion is borne out in practice and the difference in wave length has 
only been detected in the case of the isotopes of lead. Aronberg,-"^® 
in 1917, discovered a shift of 0.0044 A between ordinary lead and a 
radio lead of atomic weight 206.3. This result has been confirmed by 
the subsequent work of Merton, who has recently measured a shift 
of 0.011 A in one of the lines of an extremely pure Carnotite lead 
as compared with the same line in ordinary lead. These shifts, 
though extremely minute, are, however, hundreds of times larger than 
the ones predicted by the simple application of the Bohr theory. 

The artificial separation of the isotopes of nonradioactive ele- 
ments is an exceedingly difficult operation ; indeed, had it been other- 
wise they must have been discovered long ago. In the case of neon, 
already described, which is a particularly favorable one, the extreme 
difference between the lightest and heaviest fractions amounted to 
0.13 of a unit of atomic weight. Harkins, using a somewhat similar 
diffusion juethod, has successfully separated the isotopic hydrochloric 
acids and obtained a shift of 0.055 of a unit. A beautiful method 
applicable to certain liquids has been developed by Bronsted and 
Hevesy.®^ This consists in allowing the liquid to evaporate at so 
low a temperature and pressure that none of the molecules escaping 
from its surface can ever return to it again; a concentration of the 
heavier constituent in the residue must then result. They first ap- 
plied it to mercury, and the latest separation achieved with the iso- 
topes of that element is indicated by the figure 0.99974 and 1.00023 
for the densities of the lightest and heaviest fraction, respectively, 
the normal density being taken as unity. In atomic weight this 
separation corresponds to a shift of 0.1 of a unit. They have also 
applied the same method to a solution of hydrochloric acid in water 
and obtained a change of atomic weight of about 0.02 of a unit. 

Several other methods of partial separation have been suggested, 
but the only ones which have been successful in practice are those 
mentioned above. Complete separation can be achieved by means of 
positive ray analysis, but the quantities to be obtained in this way 
are too minute to be of the slightest practical importance. The fact 
that many of the most familiar elements prove to be mixtures of 
isotopes is of fundamental theoretical importance, but when we con- 
sider the extreme difficulties of their separation it seems very un- 
likely, unless some entirely new method is discovered, that the 
numerical constants of chemistry are likely to be affected seriously 
for some time to come. 

soAroDberg: Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci., 3,710, 1917, and Astrophys. Jour., 47, 96, 1918. 

Merton : Proc. Roy. Soc., 99 A, 87, 1921. 

32 Harkins and Hayes : J. Amer. Cliem. Soc., 43, 1803, 1921. 

** Bronsted and Hevesy : PMl. Mag., 43, 31, 1922. 



MODIFYING OUK IDEAS OF NATUEE: THE EINSTEIN 
THEORY OF RELATIVITY." 


By Henry Norris Russell, 
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1 . 

It is probably a long time since there has been any occasion on 
which a matter so definitely belonging to pure science as the “the- 
ory of Einstein ” has excited so much popular interest. 

Although the statements in the newspapers concerning “ the over- 
throw of Newton’s laws ” and similar “ scare heads ” have gone be- 
yond the more sober statements of scientific authoritieSj it is never- 
theless true that the theory of relativity, of which the recent work 
of Einstein forms an extension, has modified our conceptions of 
nature in a very remarkable fashion. 

Einstein’s reported statement that there were not more than 12 
men in the world who could read and fully understand his book 
was probably quite within the facts. But the elementary ideas on 
which the theory of relativity is based do not involve any difficult 
mathematics, and the only obstacle to grasping or holding them is 
their remarkable novelty. We can understand them easily enough, 
or at least understand what they are about, if only we begin at the 
beginning. 

It probably has not occurred to all of you that while I was speak- 
ing the last sentence we traveled several hundred miles. Yet, of 
course, we did. If we had not, the earth would have left us behind 
it somewhere in empty space. 

In fact, we are undergoing a very complicated series of motions, 
carried around with the rotating earth and swinging along much 
more rapidly and in a much vaster curv^e with its orbital motion. 

But of this fact we are blissfully unconscious. Why? Because 
the motion is perfectly smooth, without jar or shock, and in par- 
ticular because not merely Tve ourselves, but all the objects that 
constitute our environment, are moving together. 

^ Reprinted by permission from Princeton Lectures, No. 2, Princeton, N J May 1 
3 020 . 
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MOTION AND DISTANCE ORDINARILY MEASURED BY “TYING UP ” 

TO DEFINITE OBJECl’S. 

So we come to one of the main conceptions of the theory of rela- 
tivity, the moving frame of reference. 

We ordinarily refer our measurements and indeed our notions 
of distance and of motion to some frame, what the mathematician 
■would call some system of co-ordinates, which, so to speak, is “ tied ” 
to some definite objects — ordinarily to that portion of the earth’s 
surface on which we may have set ourselves or over which w^e may 
be traveling at the moment. 

Though we and all our well-informed ancestors for two centuries 
have known very well that this frame of reference is not at rest but 
is in rapid and intricate motion, we are, nevertheless, still accus- 
tomed to referring our motions to this moving frame and saying 
that a thing has not budged when its position with respect to the 
ground has not altered. 

And in doing this we not only follow the promptings of common 
sense, but find a practical and working basis for the scientific de- 
scription of almost all terrestrial affairs. 

But the moment we begin to look off the earth into space things 
are different. It then becomes obvious that the earth is not at rest 
but moving, both on its own axis and about the sun. 

I say “ obvious but it is worth remembering that these facts— 
at present so familiar even to the man in the street — aroused, when 
their truth was first advocated, the most violent disbelief and agi- 
tation, and that it took a century or more of controversy to displace 
the old innate belief in the fixity of the earth, that is, of our frame 
of reference, and substitute the belief that it was in motion. 

NECESSITY OF FINDING OTHER MEANS OF MEASURING MOTION AND 

DISTANCE. 

So far as our solar system goes we may comfortably treat the sun 
as being at rest and attach our frame of reference to it. But when 
we come to look still farther afield at the stai*s we find them in 
motion and later detect a drifting tendency among them which indi- 
cates beyond question that our sun itself is moving. 

So next we hitch our frame of reference on to a sort of average 
position of all the stars visible to the naked eye, and find that with 
respect to this new frame of reference the sun and planets are 
nioving at the rate of about 12 miles per second in a definitely known 
direction. 

We were content with this until within the last decade, when 
observations upon the nebulae, which we know now to be enormously 
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farther off than the naked eye stars, revealed extremely rapid mo- 
tions. 

If we try now to hang a frame of reference, so to speak, to the 
average of these nebulae, it begins to look as if our solar system 
was moving, compared with this, at a speed of something like 400 
miles per second, which motion of course the system of stars visible 
to the naked eye must substantially share. 

But now, which of all these systems is really moving? 

Are the stars at rest and the nebulae moving, or are the nebulae 
at rest and the stars moving, or are they both moving past each 
other in different directions, and is there anything at rest? Can 
we really find anything anywhere in the material universe upon 
which we can really set the feet of our imagination and say “ J’y 
suis, Yj reste ” with the conviction that we are at last upon the firm 
rock of the absolutely motionless ? 

It is from a search for an answer to this question that the theory 
of relativity grew. 

The first great contribution was made by Newton. An immediate 
consequence of his fundamental principles of physical science is 
that if we have a number of objects moving together in space, which 
we may call a system, acting upon one another in any fashion, how- 
ever complicated, but free from outside influence, then the relative 
motions of the bodies in that s^^stem will not depend at all upon the 
rate at which the system as a whole is moving through space, or the 
direction of its motion, but only upon the mutual interaction of 
its parts. 

Simple uniform motion in a straight line (what we technically 
call a “motion of translation”) does not influence the things that 
happen in the system at all, even to the minutest degree. Therefore 
an observer within the system cannot hope to detect it unless he has 
something outside to observe. It is on account of this great dynamic 
principle that we are unconscious of the motion of the earth about 
the sun. 

In our proposed search, then, for “absolute motion” we must 
use some other means, and our most efficient tools are likely to be the 
waves of light. We know that light spreads out from anj^ hot body 
into space in all directions and at the great speed of 186,000 miles 
a second. 


TAKING THE ETHER AS A BASIS IN THE SEARCH FOR ABSOLUTE MOTION. 


Despite this enormous velocity, something real actually travels 
outward, because it carries with it energy, which is, to the modern 
physicist, one of the most fundamental of all realities. 
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This energy may still be perceptible to our eyes or apparatus when 
reaching us from the stars after a journey which has consumed many 
thousands of years. 

We know, too, that this energy, while it is on its way, travels in a 
manner strikingly similar to the propagation of waves, so much so 
that we feel justified in describing light as consisting of waves of 
definite lengths and properties. 

Now how does this energy travel through apparently empty space 
with these singular wave properties? The natural answer, almost 
the intuitive answer, is to say that it travels through a medium, and 
so we invent the “ ether,” simply as the medium which carries the 
light. 

But if there is such a medium in space, and light travels through 
it in every direction at the same speed, it would seem as if here, at 
last, in this undisturbed ether, we had our frame of reference which 
we could use as our basis for the measurement of all other motions. 

DETECTION AND MEASUREMENT OF MOTION BY LIGHT SIGNALS THROUGH 

THE ETHER. 

If this be true, we can detect whether this world of ours is moving 
through the ether or not by sending light signals through equal dis- 
tances in different directions and seeing whether they come back to us 
at the same interval of time. 

To see how the thing works, let us suppose first that we have an 
observer at rest with respect to the ether and surrounded by a circle 
of mirrors set in various directions from him but all at a distance of 
186,000 miles. 

If he then produces a flash of light at his own position this light 
will travel out and in one second will reach all the mirrors simul- 
taneously, wiU be reflected at each and at the end of another second 
will come back to him simultaneously from all the mirrors. (If this 
hypothetical apparatus appears to you inconveniently large, you can 
just as well imagine one a million times smaller, which would make 
the radius of the circle about a thousand feet, and count your time in 
millionths of a second instead of whole seconds.) 

So far so good. But now suppose that the observer and his whole 
circle of mirrors, big or small, are not at rest but are all moving 
together uniformly at a speed of half the velocity of light. 

Now let the observer send out a light signal and wait for its reflec- 
tion from that mirror which is directly on the line of his track and 
in the direction toward which he is moving. 

The light traveling out toward this mirror would itself move 
186,000 miles a second but would have a “stern chase,” since the 
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mirror is receding half as fast as it is traveling, and it is easy to see 
that it would take two whole seconds to reach the mirror. 

On the return journey the observer will be advancing to meet it 
with half the speed of light, and this part of the process will take 
only two-thirds of a second. The elapsed time for the round trip of 
the light will be two and two-thirds seconds, considerably longer than 
if the observer was at rest. 

Consider next a ray of light which gets reflected in the mirror 
whose direction from the observer is at right angles to the first. 

It will not have the long stern chase which the first ray has, but 
nevertheless it will lose something, because in order to reach the 
moving mirror it will have to travel ‘‘ on the bias,” so to speak, 
through space, so that it will reach not the point where the mirror 
was when the light started, but the point where it will be when it 
gets there, and something quite similar will happen on the return 
journey 

When this is calculated it is found that the round trip will in this 
case take about two and one-third seconds. (The exact amount in- 
volves calculating a square root that we need not bother with here.) 

The important point is that in this case, where the observer and 
mirrors are moving through the ether, the ray of light which has 
traveled up and down the direction of motion will take a longer time 
for the round trip than the ray which has traveled crosswise to the 
motion over a path of exactly the same length. 

We should, therefore, in this way be able to detect motion of our 
own system through the ether, and if our measurements were suffi- 
ciently accurate, determine its direction and rate. 

FAILURE OF EARLY EXPERIMENTS. 

This was attempted in the famous Michelson-Morley experiment. 
The distance of the round trip was in this case only a few feet, and 
the difference in time over the two paths only something like a 
millionth part of one billionth of a second. 

But this minute interval could be measured by splitting a ray of 
light into two parts by letting part of it be reflected sidewise from a 
transparent mirror and the rest go through, and reuniting the parts 
after their trip. 

If one had gained on the other by even a fraction of the time of 
vibration of a single light wave the fact could be detected, and the 
waves which we ordinarily call light vibrate at the rate of about 
six hundred thousand billion per second. 

Michelson and Morley tried their experiment, and in place of the 
easily measurable result which they anticipated, they got nothing. 
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The light waves came back over the two paths in exactly the same 
interval of time. 

They tried it again and again at different times of the year when 
the earth was moving in different directions around the sun, so that 
even though the earth might have been at rest in space on some one 
of these days it certainly was not at rest on all of them. But they 
always met the same negative result. 

II. EINSTEIN’S ASSUMPTION THAT ONLY RELATIVE MOTION IS 
POSSIBLE OF STUDY. 

Other optical experiments of a more intricate nature and even 
greater delicacy were attempted with the same object of detecting the 
motion of the earth through the ether and they all failed. 

After it became clear that the trouble was not in the apparatus or 
the experiment, it was evidently necessary to account for the absence 
of the predicted effect. 

After various minor hypotheses had been tried, Einstein started in 
with the bold assumption that these experiments had unveiled a new 
law of nature, viz, that the universe was so constructed that it was 
not possible by any physical experiment, optical or otherwise, to 
detect the existence of absolute, uniform, straight-ahead motion, or 
indeed to determine whether the observer’s frame of reference was at 
rest or in such uniform translational motion. 

If this is true, it follows that it is only the relative motions 
of material bodies in the universe which we can study at all. 

Hence the name of the “ Principle of relativity.” 

A second principle, following naturally from the experiments which 
led to the tirst, is that the velocity of light in empty space will always 
come out the same, whether measured by an observer moving, with 
his apparatus, in one direction at one rate or by one similarly moving 
in another direction and at a different rate. 

NOVEL CONSEQUENCES OF EINSTEIN’s HYPOTHESIS. 

This principle sounds harmless enough, but the consequences which 
foUow from it are so different from our old preconceived opinions 
that they often appear to us grotesque to a degree. 

Take one of the simplest ones. Let us go back to the observer with 
a ring of mirrors surrounding him, from all of which the reflections 
of his flash of light reach him at the same instant. If he thinks that 
he is at rest in space he will say that these mirrors are distributed 
around a perfect circle with his own position as center. 

Now suppose he chooses a different frame of reference, in uniform 
motion compared with his original one. That is. suppost that he 
thinks that he and the mirrors together are moving uniformlv in 
some particular direction and at a high velocity. 
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He will now say, “ If these mirrors were really on a circle the light 
would take longer to reach me from those which were in the direction 
of my path than from those at right angles. Since the light returns 
simultaneously from all, the mirrors are not arranged on a circle but 
on an ellipse, which is longer at right angles to the direction of my 
motion than it is the other way, ” 

If, as in the case previously discussed, he supposes himself to be 
moving with half the speed of light, he will conclude that the longer 
diameter of this ellipse is about fifteen per cent greater than the 
shorter diameter. If he estimates his own velocity higher, he will 
regard it as differing still more from a circle. 

But although the mirrors in this case are not all at equal distances 
from him, he cannot find this out by measuring the distance with a 
measuring rod. In fact, if he does so, their distances will all appear 
to be exactly the same, if the principle of relativity is true. For, 
otherwise, by combining an optical experiment and a direct measure- 
ment he would have a method by which he could distinguish between 
rest and uniform motion; and this is, by the very hypothesis, im- 
possible. 

Hence nature must be so constituted that his measuring rod would 
automatically change in length when turned from a position parallel 
to his motion to one at right angles to it. 

This sounds strange enough, but something of the sort is entirely 
necessary in order to explain the Michelson-Morley experiment. The 
assumption that material bodies, when moving through space, con- 
tract slightly in the direction of motion was made by Lorentz in 
order to explain this experiment before the more general theory had 
been developed. At such speeds as are actually reached by the plan- 
ets in their orbits, the contraction is less than one part in one hundred 
million and beyond detection by an3"thing except the most refined 
investigations. 

We have now seen that, according to the principle of relativity, 
the answer to the question whether two material rods laid on the table 
at right angles to one another are of the same length or of different 
lengths depends on whether we choose to think that we and the room 
in which the apparatus is situated and the rest of the world, are at rest 
in space or are moving in different directions with high uniform 
speeds. 

The fact that when the two rods are laid side by side they are ob- 
viously exactly equal does not prove that they are the same length 
when we turn them so that they make an angle with one another. 

So much for the measuring of distances and the measuring of the 
lengths of things. 
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MEASUREME^^T OF TIME ALSO ONLY RELATIVE. 

Now how about measuring times? 

Let us go back to our observer with his mirror and call him A, and 
suppose that at the mirror there is a second observer whom we will 
call B, and that both observers have clocks which run with perfect 
accuracy, and are able to observe the time of anything with the aid 
of their clocks as precisely as you please. 

Now let us suppose that exactly at 12 noon A sends a flash of light 
out toward B. B perceives it at the instant when it is reflected by 
his mirror and notes the time as exactly one second past 12 o’clock. 
A observes the reflected signal at two seconds past 12 o’clock. 

Kepetitions of this signal on successive days give exactly the same 
result. A and B will conclude that the distance between them does 
not change (since it always takes light the same time to make the 
round trip) and that their clocks are running at the same rate. 

Now suppose that A and B regard themselves as at rest. They 
will then agree that the distance between them is 186,000 miles since 
it takes light one second to go each way, and they will also agree that 
their clocks are not merely running at the same rate but are exactly 
synchronized, because the light must have reached B just one second 
after it left A. 

But now suppose that A and B agree in the belief that they are 
moving through space with half the speed of light, so that they are 
following the same track with B preceding A. 

Using the same principle of the stern chase of which we have 
spoken before, they will now figure out their distance apart is not 
186,000 miles, but just three-fourths as much, or 139,500 miles and 
also that the light in going outward over this distance from A to B 
on the stern chase took one and a half seconds, whereas in cominf^ 
back it occupied only one-half second. ^ 

This change in the distance amounts to exactly the same thin<y 
which we described a few moments ago; but there will be a second 
interesting change with respect to their measurement of time. For 
since they now believe that the light took one and a half seconds to 
go out, the time when it reached B was one and a half seconds past 
noon by A’s clock and only one second past noon by B's clock 

Hence they will agi*ee that B’s clock is half a second fast. 

On the other hand, it is easy to see that, if they had supposed them- 
selves to be going along the same line, and at the same rate of speed 
but in the opposite direction, they would have concluded that B’s 
clock was half a second slow. 

We reach, therefore, the still more picturesque conclusion that the 
question whether or not two events which take place at different points 
of space are simultaneous or occur at different times cannot be an- 
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swered until we have defined the uniformly moving frame of refer- 
ence with respect to which we are to make our measurements and 
reasoning. 

With the distance that we have assumed the difference between the 
two clocks would be only a fraction of a second even if the assumed 
speed was very great. But if we had taken a distance such as that 
between the remoter stars, whose light takes thousands of years to 
travel, then, according to our choice of a frame of reference, we might 
have been led to the conclusion that A’s clock was either in agree- 
ment with B’s or fast or slow by several centuries. 

Once again, the possible difference between the results of different 
assumptions is immeasurably small for such observations as could be 
made upon our tiny and slowly moving earth. But for such dis- 
tances as separate the stars and for greater assumed speeds they may 
become extremely large. 

I might go on to describe what happens if we imagine two ob- 
servers, A and B, receding from one another with half the speed of 
light and exchanging signals by a reflection back and forward from 
mirrors carried by both. As I have not a blackboard, I will spare you 
the details, which are not hard for anyone to work out who takes a 
pencil and piece of paper. 

XEAV COXCLLSIOXS ABOUT SPACE AXD TIME. 

I will simply state the result that, given a certain set of definitely 
observed facts upon which both observers are entirely and perfectly 
agreed, it is possible that A, if he considers himself at rest, will say 
that B is receding from him with half the velocity of light and carry- 
ing a clock which is running at exactly the same rate as his own; 
while B, who naturally may prefer to think of himself as at rest and 
the other fellow moving, will believe that A is receding from him 
with half the speed of light, but will insist that his clock and A’s 
are not keeping together but are running at different rates. 

The root of this extraordinary discrepancy between their opinions 
will lie in the fact that they divide up the round trip time interval 
for the reflected light waves in different manners on account of their 
different assumptions as to whether the reflecting mirrors are at rest 
or being chased by the light, thereby introducing a difference into 
their methods of comparing one another’s clocks which continually 
increases as the distance between them increases, and the round trip 
time for the light with it. 

I have certainly gone far enough now to show you how we are led, 
if we stick to these apparently simple and harmless principles of 
relativity, into the most extraordinary conclusions with respect to 
space and time. 

As someone has well put it, “when-ness” and “where-ness” are 
all mixed up together. You can’t say just when a thing happened 
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without saying where it happened and also with respect to what 
frame of reference you define both when and where. 

All these spectacular changes, however, reach perceptible amounts 
only for objects which are moving with at least a moderate fraction 
of the velocity of light; and the actual motion of the planets is so 
much slower than this that no perceptible differences will be intro- 
duced by our choosing frames of reference which are attached to the 
earth, the sun, the planets, or the stars. 

III. RECENT ASTRONOMICAL EXPERIMENTS CONFIRM EINSTEIN’S 

HYPOTHESIS. 

Not content Avith these remarkable results, Einstein proceeded a 
few years ago to generalize his theory further, in imagining another 
type of question which did not come within even the wide view of the 
older relativity theory. 

To make this idea clear let us imagine two observers, each Avith his 
measuring instruments, means of subsistence, et cetera, in a large and 
perfectly impervious box, Avhich forms his “ closed system.” 

The first observer, with his box and its contents, alone in space, 
very remote from all gravitating bodies and entirely at rest. 

The second obserATr, Avith his box and its contents, is, it may be 
imagined, near the earth or the sun or some star and falling freely 
under the influence of its gravitation. 

To be more precise, we imagine him in Avhat is called a “ uniform 
gravitational field,” where the gravitational force is exerted on all 
objects in exactly the same direction and is not converging toward 
the center of the attracting body, Avhere it is always of exactly the 
same amount, and there is nothing to interfere Avith an indefinitely 
long fall. 

This second box and its contents, including the obserATr, Avill then 
fall under the gravitational force, that is, get up an ever increasing 
speed, but at exactly the same rate, so that there will be no tendency 
for their relatrte positions to be altered. 

According to NeAvton’s principles, this aauU make not the slightest 
difference in motions of the physical objects comprising the system or 
their attractions on one another, so that no dynamical experiment can 
distinguish between the condition of the freely falling observer in 
the second box and the obserATr at rest in the first. 

But once more the question arises, what could be done by an 
optical experiment? 

According to the beliefs which have been held from the time of 
Maxwell, Avho first deA’eloped the electro-magnetic theory of licrht 
until the present, it has generally been believed that gravitatTon^ 
however powerful, has no effect whatever upon light, and that light 
would therefore travel in a straight line through a field of gravita- 
tional attraction exactly as it Avould through empty space."^ 
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EINSTEIN CONCLUDED LIGHT DOES NOT TRAVEL IN A STRAIGHT LINE. 

Einstein on the other hand, assumed, just for the fun of seeing 
what would come of it, that the principle of relativity still applied in 
this case, so that it would be impossible to distinguish between the 
conditions of the observers in the two boxes by any optical experi- 
ment. 

It can easily be seen that it follows from this new generalized rela- 
tivity of Einstein that light cannot travel in a straight line in a gravi- 
tational field. 

Imagine that the first observer sets up three slits, all in a straight 
line, at considerable distances apart. A ray of light which passes 
through the first and second will obviously pass exactly through the 
third. 

Suppose the observer in the freely falling system attempts the 
same experiment, placing the line of his three slits at right angles to 
the direction in which he is falling and having them equally spaced. 

The ray of light which has passed the first slit, must, in order to get 
through the second, move not toward the point where that slit was 
when it emerged from the first, but toward the point where the 
second slit will be when the light reaches it. 

It will, therefore, be moving not at right angles to the direction in 
which the system is falling, but at a slant, so that during the interval 
in which it has traveled laterally from the first slit to the second, it 
will have moved downward by a certain fixed amount, namely by the 
amount through which the system fell in that interval. 

In moving from the second to the third slit, the light will occupy 
the same interval of time, and, if it moves in a straight line, will go 
downward by the same amount as before. 

But since the system is falling ever faster and faster, it will during 
this time interval have dropped farther than it did in the preceding 
time interval, and carried the third slit with it. 

Hence the ray of light will strike above the third slit and fail to go 
through it, provided it travel in a straight line in space. 

But on Einstein’s assumption it must go through the third slit, 
since the two conditions are indistinguishable. 

In consequence, the path of the light in space must be curved and 
not straight when gravitation is present, and the ray of light must 
bend downward, that is, in the direction of the gravitational force. 

DEFLECTION OF LIGHT EFFECTED BY GRAVITATION. 

This deduction from Einstein’s new principle may thus be reached 
in a very simple fashion, but the further following out of the princi- 
ple, and the exact calculation of its consequences is far too intricate 
a matter for me to speak of here. 
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The results, however, are not difficult to understand. The principal 
ones are these : 

1. A ray of light passing near a gravitating body like the sun will 
not travel in a straight line, but will be deflected slightly dovv^nward 
toward the gravitating body, much as a very rapidly moving projec- 
tile would be deviated. 

Calculation shows that the amount of deviation would be quite too 
small to measure for a ray of light that has passed near the moon or 
planets, but that for light that has passed near the sun the deviation 
reaches nearly two seconds of arc, which the modern astronomer, ac- 
customed to accurate measurements, considers a large and very easily 
measurable quantity. 

2. Newton’s law of gravitation, on Einstein’s principle, appears to 
be only an approximation to the true law, but an exceedingly good 
approximation — so much so that among all the intricate motions of 
the planets there is but a single case in which the introduction of the 
new law instead of Newton’s principle produces perceptibly different 
consequences. 

We all know the planets are moving in elliptical orbits about the 
sun and that the line joining the sun to the nearest point of the orbit 
has a certain definite position. 

On Newton’s theory this line would remain permanently fixed in 
space — always in the same direction — if it were not for the fact that 
the orbits of the planets are slightly but continually modified by their 
mutual attraction. These influences, or so-called perturbations, can, 
however, be accurately calculated and allowed for, so that they need 
not worry us here. 

On the Einstein hypothesis this line to the nearest point in the 
orbit, or the perihelion, should not remain fixed, but should move 
slowly forward in the direction in which the planet is moving around 
the sun. The rate of its motion can be calculated from the theory 
when the distance and i3eriod of the planet are known. To this effect 
are added the influences of the attraction of the other planets as 
before. 

It has been known for some 30 or 40 years that the perihelion of 
the planet Mercury, after allowance had been made for the per- 
turbations due to the attraction of the other planets, was actually 
moving slowly forward in a manner which was very difficult to ex- 
plain. Attempts to account for it have failed. 

For example, the attraction of an unknown planet between Mer- 
cury and the sun would do the trick, but observations made durino- 
eclipses of the sun show that there is no planet there. Nor can there 
be a great number of small bodies whose combined attraction would 
do it, for these would reflect so much sunlight as to produce a bright 
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region in the sky, which again would have been observed during 
eclipses. 

The discrepancy remained very puzzling until Einstein’s theory 
appeared — and this theory predicts not only the fact and the direc- 
tion of the discrepancy, but its exact amount, bringing observation 
and calculation into beautiful accordance. 

The similar effects for the other planets are so small that they are 
at the very limit of measurement, but even so, the Einstein theory 
appears to fit the facts better than the old theory. 

RESULTS OF RECENT EXPERIIVIENTS OF ASTRONOMERS. 

This remarkable success deeply impressed astronomers, and set 
everyone waiting with keen interest the result of the observations 
made to determine whether rays of light passing near the sun were 
deflected. 

To settle this question it is necessary to photograph stars in the 
immediate neighborhood of the sun, and this can be done only at the 
time of a total eclipse, when the moon completely hides the sun and 
enables us to observe the stars on a nearly dark sky. 

Fortunately, the eclipse of May, 1919, afforded a very favorable 
opportunity for such observations. The sun was eclipsed for more 
than four minutes and was situated at the time in a region of 
the heavens remarkably full of stars bright enough to be easily 
photographed. 

In spite of the short interval since the conclusion of the war 
English astronomers rose to the occasion and sent two expeditions, 
one to Brazil and the other to an island off the African coast, 
equipped with photographic instruments of high power and espe- 
cially suited for the work. By extraordinary good fortune the 
weather was clear enough at both stations to allow the obtaining of 
valuable results. 

Every precaution was taken to secure accuracy. For example, 
after the eclipse the telescope was left in place for nearly two months 
so that the same stars might be photographed upon a dark sky, after 
the sun had moved out of the way, to obtain plates showing their 
ordinary positions to use for comparison with the eclipse plates. 

The photographs were brought to England and measured with the 
greatest care, and the result indicates that the apparent shift of the 
stars due to the deviation of the light is unquestionably present and 
is of very nearly, if not exactly, the amount predicted by Einstein, 
the difference between the observed and calculated amounts being 
hardly greater than the very small error which is still inherent even 
in these precise observations. 

The observers. Professor Eddington of Cambridge and Doctor 
Crommelin of the Greenwich Observatory, are men of the highest 
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standing, and their results prove beyond a doubt the reality of the 
predicted effect.^ 

IV. NEW THEORY BASED ON POSITIVE RESULTS, 

The older form of the theory of relativity was based upon the 
result of very precise observations, but upon negative results — upon 
the failure to find things which ought to have been found, and easily 
found, provided that the older theories had been correct. 

But the new extension of the theory is based upon positive re- 
sults — the presence of an effect, in the case of the planet Mercury, 
which though long known baffled all explanation, and in the case of 
the eclipse observations, upon the presence of an unquestionable and 
very remarkable influence whose existence no one anticipated or 
imagined until it was predicted by the theory. 

It therefore appears to be very strongly established. 

It is true that the original form of Einstein’s theory also predicted 
that the position of the lines of any element, such as iron, in the 
solar spectrum should be slightly different from those produced by 
the same element in the laboratory. At the present time it is very 
hard to say whether this effect has been observed or not. 

The positions of the lines in the spectrum can indeed be measured 
very accurately. But there are a variety of influences at work on 
the sun’s surface which may shift the positions of these lines, such 
as the pressure in the sun’s atmosphere, actual motion of this atmos- 
phere, and possibly a host of other things, so that different lines of 
the same element are shifted by different amounts and in spite of 
years of investigation of this exceedingly complex problem it is not 
possible yet to explain all the things that have been observed. 

It is. therefore, still uncertain whether, after these other causes 
are allowed for, it would be found that the lines in the sun’s spec- 
trum were shifted or not. It seems probable, however, that Ein- 
stein’s theory could be modified in such a manner as to account for 
the other effects already observed without demanding the existence 
of this one. Hence this can hardly be called at the present time a 
failure of the Einstein theory. 

The mathematical expression of this last portion of Einstein’s 
theory is the part which is so intricate and difficult. 

Mathematicians, whose minds are saturated with conceptions with 
which the layman is utterly unfamiliar, find that these mathematical 
expressions may be (to them at least) most simply described in terms 
of space of four dimensions, or even of five dimensions in certain 
cases. 

1 See “A determination of the deflection of light by the sun’8 gravitational field from 
observations made at the total eclipse of May 29, 1919 ” by Dyson, Eddington and Dnirid 
gon. Smithsonian Report for 1919, pp. 135-176. ' 
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This side of the subject, although deeply interesting to the mathe- 
matician, and also to the philosopher, is not a matter of practical 
concern, principally for the reason that it does not deal with the 
facts of nature themselves, but entirely with the mathematical lan- 
guage which we employ in describing them. 

FUNDAMENTALS OF EINSTEIN’s THEORY SUMMARIZED. 

The fundamental physical facts concerning nature which have 
developed in connection with the theory of relativity may be briefly 
and somewhat crudely stated in this fashion: 

1. Our methods of measuring space and time are tied up with our 
assumption as to whether and in what direction we are moving in a 
manner which, if we assume our motion to be very rapid, greatly 
modifies the results of these measurements, but which, for motions 
that are not more rapid than those of the planets or at most of the 
stars, produce no difference in these measurements which could be 
detected except by the most delicate and refined methods of observa- 
tion, and usually not even a difference great enough to be so detected. 

2. The new conceptions are, therefore, of very little or no import- 
ance to the practical man, but are of very great interest to the phi- 
losopher, since they indicate that the old traditional conceptions of 
space and time are not the only conceptions of this sort which the 
human mind is capable of forming, and, what is more, that when 
the comparison is made very precise these newer and apparently 
bizarre conceptions of space and time fit the facts of nature more 
closely than the simple common sense ones. 

3. It has more recently been shown that the previous assumption 
that gravitation and the motion of material bodies on the one hand, 
and electricity, magnetism, and light on the other, formed two sepa- 
rate sides of nature, not connected with one another, is incorrect. 
These two great complexes of natural phenomena and forces are 
actually parts of one still greater whole, although the connection be- 
tween them is of such a character that it produces measurable results 
in only a very few cases. 

The theory of relativity does not supersede the older scientific con- 
ceptions or destroy them, but leaves them as very close and very use- 
ful approximations to the facts of nature. As is usually the case 
with great scientific advances, it leaves us with a view of nature 
which is more complex and harder to understand and to work with 
than our previous conceptions, but which at the same time reduces 
what previously appeared to be disconnected things to manifesta- 
tions of a single underlying unity of principle. 
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Soon after gold was discovered in California a large number of 
Americans undertook to reach the new El Dorado by crossing what 
was then known as the Great American Desert. The two or three 
trails across this 2,000 miles of wilderness proved difficult enough 
to try the endurance of the strongest. In the broad plains and 
dry valleys the dust was annoying and the water was often scarce and 
bad. These irritating and disappointing features of the region were 
so important and so serious that they became widely known and the 
word allcali soon came into general use to describe the dust and 
water of the arid West. 

This word now passes current in our literature as applying gen- 
erally to the salts that are often found in abundance in arid lands. 
AVhile the major portion of these salts are not really alkaline in 
reaction the term is so well known and so widely used that we must 
recognize its Validity- 

Following the rush of gold seekers to California, pioneers began 
to settle in the desert and to practice iiTigation. For them the word 
alkali came to have a special interest and significance. Some of the 
water that was used for irrigation proved to be detrimental rather 
than helpful to their crops and the land upon which such water 
had been used soon became unfit for crop production, even when 
better water was substituted. Thus in the progress of time, and 
with improved methods of transportation, alkali dust and water be- 
came less of a problem to the traveler but remained a problem to the 
desert farmer. 

Save in a few exceptional localities, alkali is now or is likely to 
become a serious problem wherever irrigation is practiced. It has 
been the primary cause of the abandonment of large areas of irri- 
gated land both in this country and in the Old World. The inju- 
rious effects of alkali are manifested in several different ways and 
101257—22 15 213 



214 ANNUAL REPORT SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 1921. 


the nature and causes of these different results have not always been 
easy to understand or to explain. 

THE IMPORTANT ALKALI SALTS. 

The so-called alkali salts include sodium chloride, or common salt, 
sodium sulphate, sodium carbonate, and sodium bicarbonate, to- 
gether with some calcium and magnesium and even some potassium, 
combined usually as the carbonate or sulphate. There is wide varia- 
tion in the proportions in which these salts occur, but they are usu- 
ally all present. When sodium carbonate is abundant, it often causes 
a dark colored deposit on the soil surface, in consequence of which 
the term black alkali” is used in reference to this salt. Sodium 
sulphate, on the other hand, often produces a white efflorescence on the 
surface of the soil and is known as “ white alkali.” 

THE ORIGIN OF ALKALI SALTS. 

These salts are derived from the disintegration and weathering 
of rocks in the process of soil formation. They are formed not 
only in arid regions but in humid regions as well. In humid re- 
gions, however, they are leached from the soil by the rain as soon as 
they become soluble and are carried away by the rivers to the sea In 
arid regions where the rainfall is insufficient to leach the soil com- 
pletely the salts remain and accumulate. 

In the course of time these soluble salts are moved about by such 
rain as falls. As the rains gather into small streams that form tem- 
porary pools or lakes, the salts are carried into these and left behind 
when the water evaporates. In some places it is possible to trace 
very clearly the course of events in the formation of the soil in the 
dry country. A cross section of the soil will show alternate layers 
of salt and earthy material. It is clear that this material was laid 
down in a basin that was subject to flooding after torrential rains. 
These floods of muddy water spread out over the floor of the basin 
and the water was soon evaporated, leaving the mud and salt behind. 
As the last of the water evaporated from the surface of the mud layer 
it left a crust of salt on this surface. The next flood brought down 
more mud, which covered the previous layer, and some of the less 
soluble salts remained between the successive layers of mud, while the 
more soluble salts were redissolved, only to be redeposited again at 
the new surface. 

With the changing conditions of flood channels and drainage these 
surface deposits of salt have been reworked many times even in our 
most recent geological periods. Thus we find in arid regions that 
the soluble salts which we call alkali are abundant in some spots 
while virtually absent in large areas of the better-drained land. 
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Plate 2. 



I. A Low Spot in the Desert, in which the Flood Waters from the Occa- 
sional Showers Have Evaporated for many Years, Leaving a Heavy Deposit 
OF Salts which Were Formed from the Slow Weathering of the Soil of the 
Plain and the Surrounding Hills. 



2. A Portion of the Surface of the Soil in the Desert that Has Dried RAPim v 
after Wetting and, in Drying. Has Formed Shrinkage Cracks from tup 
Sides of which the Soil Water is Vaporized. Under such Conditions a 
Large proportion of the Salts Dissolved in the Soil Solution Are prp 
cipitated within the Soil Mass Rather than on the Surface. 

214 — 
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Plate 3. 



A “Hard Spot” in an Irrigated Field where the Soil Had Been Puddled 
BY THE Irrigation Water and Had Baked on Drying Out. The Hard 
Crust is Often Two or Three Inches Thick. When Such a Crust Is 
Formed on Newly Seeded Land the Seedlings Are Prevented from Com- 
ing Up. 


214—3 
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The way in which the soluble salts are deposited from evaporating 
water at the surface of the soil is shown in plate 1. In this case a 
deep layer of soil that had been soaked with salty water dried out 
by surface evaporation. The water moving upward carried the dis- 
solved salts with it until it was vaporized at the surface, when the 
salts were deposited in crystalline form. 

Another example of the surface deposition of salts in the dry 
country may be seen in the flat valleys of rivers or creeks. Many 
desert streams meander through such valleys and where the subsoil 
on either bank is readily permeable to water there is an appreciable 
lateral seepage from the stream bed, particularly in times of high 
water. Some of the water from this underflow is drawn upward 
through the layers of soil and evaporated, leaving its dissolved salts 
behind. In the course of time, these surface accumulations of salt 
reach such concentrations as to prevent the growth of plants and 
thus render useless large areas of potentially fertile and easily irri- 
gable land. 

From these examples it may be seen that the alkali salts of arid 
lands owe their origin chiefly to the natural processes of soil weather- 
ing. The marked irregularities of their distribution are due to sub- 
sequent transportation in water and their deposition at the places 
where the water evaporates. 

The processes of soil formation from the breaking up of rock 
masses proceed very slowly, so that the release of soluble salts to 
the soil water takes place gradually. The abundant deposits of 
alkali salts that are now to be found in spots in the desert may repre- 
sent the accumulations of many centuries of time and the drainage 
from many square miles of surface. If these salts were evenly dis- 
tributed throughout the region in which they were formed they 
would seldom be harmful, but when the salts from many acres are 
all deposited in a small spot they are likely to prove troublesome if 
that spot is selected for crop production. An example of the ac- 
cumulation of salts in a low spot in the desert is shown in plate 2, 
figure 1, Such a low spot as this may serve for many years as an 
evaporating basin for the flood waters that bring in the salts from 
the surrounding land. After a time such a basin may be completely 
filled and covered by drifting soil only to be discovered later when an 
attempt is made to use the land for crop production. Often these 
spots are small in area, covering only a few acres, but in other 
cases such as the Great Salt Lake in Utah the evaporating basin 
covers many square miles. 

ALKALI SALTS AND THE GROUND WATER. 

The alkali salts of the desert have little practical significance ex- 
cept in relation to the ground water. It is only when they are dis- 
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solved in the ground water that they can be transported from place 
to place, and it is only as they occur in solution that they have a 
harmful effect on the growth of plants or on the physical character 
of the soil. For these reasons the alkali problem is always a problem 
of the ground water or the soil solution. 

To understand the alkali problem one must understand something 
of the conditions which influence the movements and the reactions 
of the soil solution in relation to the soil. Water exists in and moves 
through the soil in the liquid form and as a vapor. It is only in the 
liquid form that it is capable of dissolving and transporting salts. 

The water content of the soil varies within wide limits. A satur- 
ated soil may hold a quantity of water equal to half its own weight. 
A soil that is thought of as being dry when examined in the field 
may have as much as 8 or 9 per cent of water, in case of a very 
fine soil, or not more than 2 or 3 per cent of water in the case of a 
sandy soil. When in good condition to support plant growth, ordi- 
nary soils contain from 10 to 30 per cent of water. These figures are 
given to show that if the water contained in a certain quantity of 
soil has dissolved in it a certain quantity of salts, the concentration 
of the solution may vary within wide limits as the soil approaches the 
air-dry limit on the one hand or the saturation limit on the other. 

It is probably because of this variation in the moisture content 
of the soil that it is customary to refer to the proportion of alkali 
salts as a percentage of the dry weight of the soil rather than to 
speak of the concentration of the soil solution. Thus in classifying 
or mapping alkali soils, it is the custom to describe the different 
areas as containing 1 per cent or 2 per cent of salts, meaning by this 
that the proportion of water soluble material is equal to 1 per cent 
or 2 per cent of the dry weight of the soil. 

The concentration of the salts in the soil solution is a very differ- 
ent thing from the percentage of salts in the soil. Thus if a soil 
contained 1 per cent of soluble salts and 25 per cent of water, the 
concentration of the soil solution would be equivalent to 4 per cent, 
while if the same soil were merely permitted to dry out until it con- 
tained only 10 per cent of water, the concentration of the soil solu- 
tion would be equivalent to 10 per cent. These figures give some- 
thing of an idea of the concentrations of salt that may be tolerated bv 
certain desert plants which are able through special adaptations to 
grow in soils containing as much as 3 per cent of soluble salts, 
and which are subject to periods of drought during which the mois- 
ture content may be reduced to 10 per cent or less. 

It has been noted above that the soluble salts are dissolved in and 
move with the liquid water of the soil, and that when the soil solu- 
tion is evaporated from the surface of the soil, the salts are left be- 
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hind, forming a crust of crystals. As a matter of fact, under field con- 
ditions, much of the water lost by evaporation from the soil is actu- 
ally vaporized within the soil mass, passing upward to the free air 
through cracks and interstices of the soil. Where this takes place 
the salts are, of course, left behind at the point where vaporization 
takes place, which may be w^ell below the actual surface of the soil. 
When saturated soil dries rapidly, particularly if it is rich in clay, 
it shrinks and cracks as is shown in plate 2, figure 2. In such a 
soil the proportion of the dissolved salts finally deposited on the 
surface may be very small. 

In some irrigated sections conditions are such that the subsoil be- 
comes saturated with water and there exists what is known as a 
ground-water table. This condition occurs naturally in some of the 
alluvial valleys of desert streams such as the Nile in Egypt and the 
Colorado and Rio Grande in this country. In other cases the ground- 
water table comes into existence as the result of the downward per- 
colation of some of the water applied in irrigation, together with the 
seepage from canals. When the ground-water table is high — that is, 
when the plane of saturation is within a few feet of the surface of 
the soil — there may be established a capillary connection with the 
surface so that some of the ground water is lost by evaporation. 
Where this condition exists there is almost certain to be an accumula- 
tion of salts at or near the surface and consequent injury to crop 
plants or to the physical condition of the soil. 

As a matter of fact, in the great majority of cases in which alkali 
salts cause trouble in irrigated lands, this trouble is associated with 
a high ground- water table. It is obvious that this must be so, for 
with a permeable soil and no ground-water table it would be very 
easy to wash the excess of soluble salts out of the surface layer of the 
soil and well below the root zone of crop plants by the simple ex- 
pedient of a short period of heavy irrigation. 

From these considerations it may be concluded that the trouble- 
some accumulation of alkali salts in irrigated land is due to one of 
two conditions, either the ground-water table is too close to the sur- 
face or the soil is not readily permeable to w ater. 

INJURIOUS EFFECTS ON PLANTS. 

When the concentration of the soil solution becomes excessive, 
the alkali salts which occur in irrigated lands have a toxic or in- 
jurious effect on crop plants. The limits of toleration for crop plants 
is variable, depending on the nature of the salt, the kind of plant, 
and the stage of growth of the plant wiien the high concentrations 
occur. In some cases the injury caused by the alkali salts is prob- 
ably dtie to the purely physical effect of interfering with the osmotic 
action by which the plant roots absorb w^ater from the soil solution. 
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In other cases there are doubtless internal derangements of the 
plant’s nutrition which interfere with its normal growth. In still 
other cases, particularly when sodium carbonate is an important con- 
stituent of the salt complex, it has been observed that actual corrosion 
of the plant tissues takes place. 

It is sometimes difficult to determine the extent to which the alkali 
salts are responsible for certain nonparasitic diseases which are often 
serious, particularly with orchard fruits, on irrigated lands. Ordi- 
narily the symptoms induced by these salts are easy to identify. In 
any field where salts are troublesome the concentration is so much 
greater in some spots than in others that the growth of the crop is 
very uneven. There may be some spots in which there is no growth 
at all because the salt concentration was so great as to prevent the 
germination of the seed or to kill the young plants before growth 
started. Other spots may be found where the plants remain small, 
as though suffering from lack of water. 

These irregularities of growth of plants in fields apparently uni- 
form as to soil conditions, together with the well-known fact that 
some kinds of plants are much more tolerant to alkali salts than 
others, have led to many attempts to overcome the alkali problem by 
selecting varieties or species of plants for use on alkali lands. The 
success of such work has been hampered by the fact that when soil 
or ground-water conditions are such as to favor the accumulation 
of alkali salts the concentration may soon be carried to a point which 
exceeds the limits of tolerance of the most promising species. On 
the other hand, some modification of the conditions may take place 
with the result that the salt concentrations Avill fall well below the 
limits of a wide range of crop plants. 

It appears to have been the general experience that the better wa}^ 
to deal with the alkali problem is to remove the salts or prevent their 
accumulation rather than to attempt to meet the difficulty by the use 
of special crops or varieties. It is true that there are certain kinds of 
crop plants that are so sensitive to alkali salts that their production 
is quite out of the question on ordinary irrigated land. But there 
remains a very large number of crops that do well if the concentra- 
tion of the soil solution can be kept within reasonable limits. 

In actual field experience it has been found that when the salt 
content of the soil is much above one-half of 1 per cent it requires 
special care to use it for general crop production. This quantity of 
salt is really very large when expressed in terms of tons per acre. 
It is usually estimated that an acre of soil 1 foot deep weighs about 
4,000,000 pounds, so that when a tract of land is said to contain one- 
half of 1 per cent of salt it means that it contains 10 tons of salt pei- 
acre for each foot in depth to which that percentage of salt extends 
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Thus, if the figures apply to the first 3 feet of soil it would mean 
that there would be 30 tons of salt per acre dissolved in the soil 
water within the root zone of crop plants. For purposes of com- 
parison it may be said that in the use of chemical fertilizers it is not 
customary to apply more than 400 or 500 pounds of soluble material 
per acre and often much smaller quantities. 

THE EFFECT OF ALKALI ON THE SOIL. 

In the practice of irrigation where water is applied artificially to 
the soil it is important that the water so applied shall soak into the 
orround within a reasonable time. In other words the soil must be 

o 

readily permeable to water. When the soil is permeable to water and 
water can be used freely without swamping the land there need be no 
anxiety about danger from alkali salts. These will be carried away 
by the irrigation water just as in humid climates the direct rainfall 
leaches the major portion of the soluble material from the soil. 

The most critical and dangerous feature of the alkali problem 
on irrigated land lies in the fact that under certain conditions 
the alkali salts affect the soil in such a way that it becomes rela- 
tively impermeable to water, or, as the saying is, it does not take 
water well. When this condition is encountered the alkali problem 
becomes immediately acute. Such conditions are found to occur 
in certain desert soils that have been in times past subjected to the 
action of salt, or they may develop in irrigated land as the result of 
the accumulation of salts through improper irrigation or the lack of 
adequate drainage. This effect of alkali salts on the soil is manifested 
in several ways. It may cause the surface soil to run together or be- 
come puddled ” when wet, forming a compact and gelatinous mass 
which holds the water from soaking downward. It may cause the 
formation of a layer a little below the surface of the soil which 
checks the downward movement of the water. This formation is 
known as a hardpan. 

When the conditions are such that the surface soil becomes puddled 
by irrigation it usually becomes very hard on drying out and “ bakes ” 
so that it is difficult to work into good tilth. This condition is ag- 
gravated if the drying is rapid, as it frequently is in hot weather in 
a desert country. An example of this baking of a puddled soil is 
shown in plate 3. The formation of such a hard crust as a result of 
irrigation is particularly serious when it occurs after a crop has been 
seeded and before the seedlings have emerged. 

These conditions of impermeability to water and of hardness on 
drying most commonly occur on land that is not very salty. For that 
reason these conditions have not always been regarded as a phase of 
the alkali problem. In general, land that is very salty takes water 
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well and when dry is often very soft and easy to pulverize. But as 
the excess salt is leached away by irrigation the symptoms described 
above are likely to appear. 

The direct consequence of the puddled condition, or the formation 
of a hardpan in the soil, is that the normal movement of water is 
impeded and the crop plants are unable to obtain the supply needed 
for their growth. Thus it is found that the plants in an irrigated 
field may be suffering for water during critical periods though the 
ground has been irrigated frequently. Instances have been observed 
where after a season of normal irrigation the water has not pene- 
trated into the soil more than a few inches beyond the depth to wdiich 
it had been broken by the plow. Under such conditions it is not pos- 
sible for crop plants to do well. 

The way in which the alkali salts cause the soil to puddle and 
bake is through a chemical reaction with the clay or finely divided 
portion of the soil. This clay is essentially a compound of alumina 
and silica. Its chemical composition varies within rather wide 
limits both as to the proportions of the two substances named and 
as to the kinds and quantities of other elements, chiefly bases, com- 
bined with them. Clay is not soluble in pure water, but wdien acted 
upon by solutions of the salts of sodium or potassium some chemical 
changes appear to take place which influence profoundly its physical 
reactions. 

When the clay of the soil has been acted upon by solutions of 
sodium salts, and particularly by sodium carbonate, some of the 
sodium combines with some of the silica of the clay and forms a 
so-called colloidal substance very similar in character to water glass. 
This substance remains nearly or quite insoluble and inert as long 
as the soil solution contains appreciable quantities of sulphates or 
chlorides. If these are leached away the colloidal silicates combine 
with the soil water and become gelatinous. When this takes place it 
works a profound change in the physical character of the soil, par- 
ticularly in relation to its absorption of water and its condition on 
drying. 

The salts of calcium and magnesium do not form soluble or col- 
loidal compounds with the silica of the soil, and consequently they 
take no part in injuring the physical condition of the soil. In fact, 
there is reason for believing that these latter salts tend to retard 
the deleterious action of the sodium salts. 

THE QUALITY OF IKRIGATION WATER. 

In most of the places where irrigation is undertaken there is more 
irrigable land than there is water to irrigate it, so that it is possible 
to use the water on the better land. Where tliis condition exists 
the alkali problem can be avoided at first by leaving the alkali spots 
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untouched. Were the alkali problem in irrigation confined to the 
reclamation of those lands in which an excess of salts had accumu- 
lated under natural conditions it would be much less serious and 
would cause much less apprehension as to the future of irrigation 
farming. 

The really serious aspect of the alkali problem lies in the fact 
that in a majority of instances it develops after a period of success- 
ful irrigation, after the land has been leveled and improved wuth 
roads, fences, and farm homes. When this happens the real cause 
of the trouble is to be sought in the quality of the irrigation water 
rather than in the quality of the land. 

The water used for irrigation is taken from streams or from wells. 
All such water contains at least a small quantity of salt in solution. 
In general the stream and underground waters of arid regions con- 
tain more dissolved salts than the waters of hiunid regions. The 
river waters of typical humid regions usually carry less than 200 
parts of dissolved salts in a million parts of water, while many 
streams of the arid regions carry more than 1.000 parts of salt per 
million. Ocean water contains about 35,000 parts of salt per mil- 
lion. For purposes of comparison it may be said that an acre-foot 
of water, that is, the quantity required to cover 1 acre 1 foot in 
depth, weighs about 2,750,000 pounds. In ordinary irrigation prac- 
tice, it is not uncommon to use as much as 3 or I acre- feet of water 
per acre per year. From these figures it Avill be seen that if all the 
salt carried in the irrigation water were retained in the soil the 
annual increment of salt might be as much as 4 or 5 tons per acre. 

These figures serve to illustrate the importance of considering the 
quality of irrigation water in relation to its long continued use 
on the same land. If conditions are such that a fair proportion of 
the water applied percolates downward through the soil and eventu- 
ally finds its way out in the country drainage, the excess of salts may 
be canned away with it. But if, on the other hand, conditions are 
such that most of the water applied is held in or near the surface 
soil and evaporates there, its burden of salts will be left behind and 
in time the accumulation must reach and pass the danger limit. 

Another feature of the quality of irrigation water that is quite as 
important as its salt content is the relative proportions of the dif- 
ferent salts. Where the dissolved salts are largely compounds of 
calcium and magnesium the injurious effect, if any, is confined to 
plant growth and may be remedied, when it becomes apparent, by 
suitable measures of artificial drainage. But if the salts are largely 
compounds of sodium or potassium there is always serious danger 
that the physical condition of the soil may be injured to such an ex- 
tent that it will remain unproductive even after the excess of salt 
has been removed by drainage. 
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The artificial drainage of irrigated land is sometimes nearly as 
expensive as the construction of the irrigation system. And, in 
many cases, it is no less essential. Where the drainage system, either 
natural or artificial, functions properly there should be no excessive 
accumulation of alkali salts in irrigated land unless the soil be- 
comes so impermeable that the irrigation water can not get through 
it. Undoubtedly there are instances at present, and there have been 
many in the past, where irrigated land has become impermeable and 
unproductive as a result of the use of water containing much more 
sodium than calcium and magnesium. Such impermeability may 
develop in the ordinary course of careful irrigation and without the 
appearance of the usual symptons of a alkali injury such as the 
swamping of the land or the accumulation of salts beyond the toxic 
limits of plants. More often this condition of impermeability sets 
in after the land has been swamped with salty water as a result of 
excessive irrigation with inadequate drainage and an attempt is 
made to reclaim the injured land by improving the drainage con- 
ditions. 

THE PERMANENCE OF IRRIGATION AGRICULTURE. 

Irrigation has been practiced since the earliest historic times. 
The Garden of Eden and the gardens of Babylon were located in the 
desert valley of the Tigris and the Euphrates and were watered arti- 
ficially. The valley of the Nile has been irrigated for thousands of 
yeai's and its irrigated area is being extended almost continually. 
In the Transcaspian region of southwestern Asia there are numer- 
ous places where irrigation prospered for some years and was then 
abandoned. 

In our own country, where irrigation was begun about three- 
quarters of a century ago, there are places where it has continued to 
be successful on tlie same land and many other places where, after 
a few years, the land has become unfit for crop production and it has 
been necessary to conduct the water to other lands or let it <^0 
unused. 

It is clear that one must be cautious in generalizino- about the 
permanence of irrigation. We lack essential information particu- 
larly concerning many of the cases where it has been abandoned. 
We know that many of the failures may be traced directly to the 
excessive accumulation of alkali salts. In other places the out- 
standing feature has been high ground-water due to inadequate drain- 
age with alkali troubles less conspicuous. No doubt ehangino* eco- 
nomic conditions have been the determining factors in still "^other 
cases. 

In the case of Egypt, which is probably the best example of lon^ 
continued and successful irrigation, there is reason for believlni> 
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that continued prosperity has been due to the quality of the water 
supply. The water of the Nile is probably lower in salt content than 
any other used extensively for irrigation. This water carries dur- 
ing the flood season less than 150 parts per million of dissolved 
salts, and about 75 per cent of these salts are compounds of calcium 
and magnesium. Furthermore, the ancient system of irrigation, 
which has been gradually replaced during the last half century, 
was one in wdiich it was absolutely essential to have an adequate 
drainage system through which to draw off the water from the 
flooded basins. As a result there was only a short period each year 
when the flood watei's percolated into the subsoil. With perennial 
irrigation the subsoil has gradually become filled with water and 
its relief calls for a much more comprehensive and expensive type 
of drainage. 

In some of our own irrigation enterprises there exists a very dif- 
ferent set of conditions. Some of our important irrigation streams 
carry more than 1,000 parts per million of dissolved salts, of which 
more than half ax^e compounds of sodium. Too often iridgation has 
been undertaken without making any provision for drainage until 
the need for drainage became painfully apparent. In other situa- 
tions where the water supply has been inadequate, or where it has 
been necessary to lift it for long distances to reach suitable lands, it 
has been used so sparingly that all the water applied has been used 
by crop plants or evaporated from the soil surface. Under such 
conditions it is inevitable that the salts carried to the land by the 
water must remain in the upper layers of the soil and finally reach 
concentrations that become toxic to the plants or by reacting with 
the soil produce a condition of impermeability. 

There is no sound reason for doubting that irrigation farming 
can be made as safe and as permanent as any other kind of farm- 
ing if the essential conditions are complied with. In attempting to 
understand these conditions we may learn some useful lessons from 
the history of ancient irrigation enterprises as well as from the care- 
ful observation of the tendencies in more recent projects. There can 
be little doubt that the same fundamental laws of physics and 
chemistry that are operating now have been operating during ages 
long past. AVhen the balance of salts in the irrigation water has 
been such that the permeability of the soil has been impaired by 
its use, the accumulation of salts has in time made crop production 
impossible. Such results have occurred in the past and are taking 
place at present. 

While the alkali problem presents many difficulties and complica- 
tions it is by no means insurmountable. Experience and scientific 
investigation are both contributing the knowledge with which the 
problem may be solved. 




AN OUTLINE OF GEOPHYSICAL-CHEMICAL PKOBLEMS. 


By Robebt B. Sosman, 

Geophysical Lahoratonjy Carnegie Institution of Washington. 


The subject-matter of geophysical-chemistry may be defined as 
“the physical properties and chemical reactions of the substances 
and aggregates that make up the earth.” It may therefore be 
roughly divided into two parts: A. Properties and reactions of 
materials accessible at the earth's surface. B. Properties and re- 
actions of materials in the earth’s interior. 

Each of these may again be subdivided as follows : 

1. Properties and reactions of individual chemical substances; for 
example, the silicate minerals. 

2. Properties and reactions of aggregates; for example, oceanic 
water, silicate rocks. 

3. Properties and reactions of larger units of matter; for example, 
glaciers, batholiths. 

A. MATERIALS AT THE EARTH’S SURFACE. 


CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES. 


A relatively small number of “ common ” oxides serves to make up 
practically 98 per cent by weight of the outer 10 miles of the litho- 
sphere. All the other elements and compounds known to chemistry 
are included in the remaining 2 per cent. From the geochemical 
standpoint, therefore, we may divide chemical substances into two 
classes, “ abundant ” and “ rare.” 

The abundant ” oxides are, in the order given by averages of a 
great many analyses of terrestrial rocks, as follows : 

SiOo About 60 per cent by weight. 

ALOg About 15 per cent by weight. 


FeO 

FcjOj 


About 6 per cent by weight. 


^ Reprinted by permission from the Troceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 
vol. 6, No. 10. *pp. 592-601, October, 1920. 
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CaO About 4.9 per cent by weight. 

MgO About 3.7 per cent by weight. 

Na20 About 3.3 per cent by weight. 

K 2 O About 3.0 per cent by weight. 

HoO About 2.0 per cent by weight. 

CO 2 About 0.7 per cent by weight. 

An understanding of the chemistry of these oxides and their com- 
binations is essential to the progress of petrolog}^ Their study 
should proceed from the simple to the complex, i. e., should begin 
with the individual oxides, then proceed to their two-component 
systems, then the ternary systems, and so on. Upon this fundamen- 
tal basis is then erected the structure of physical properties for each 
S 3 ^stem — densities at all accessible temperatures, mechanical properties, 
fluidity, surface tension, specific and latent heats, etc. 

The stud}^ of these systems may be divided on practical grounds 
into (1) investigations of the anhydrous oxides and silicates (taking 
in the first eight oxides in the list above) ; (2) investigations involv- 
ing hydrous silicates, as well as combinations containing both carbon 
dioxide and water. 

(1) Anhydrous silicates. — Work on the first group involves high- 
temperature researches under ordinary atmospheric pressure con- 
ditions, except in the case of systems containing the oxides of iron, 
where the oxygen pressure must be controlled, and systems contain- 
ing the alkali silicates, where attention to moisture, carbon dioxide, 
and volatility of the oxides is necessary in certain cases. Consider- 
able progress has been made in the study of the anhydrous silicates. 
The phase rule diagrams of the four ternary sj-stems of SiO^ AlgOg, 
MgO, and CaO are now complete, and a large amount of data is at 
hand on the alkali feldspars, the forms of silica, portions of several 
quaternary silicate systems, etc. 

(2) Silicates with volatile components. — Work on systems involv- 
ing the volatile components COg and H.O must be done, for the 
most part, under pressure, and with apparatus designed especially 
for this purpose. The methods are well in hand and progress is be- 
ing made in assembling experimental data. The theoretical side, in- 
volving the complications due to pressure as a variable in addition 
to temperature, is also being carried forward by several investi- 
gators. 

So much for the 98 per cent. But the remaining 2 per cent con- 
tains many natural substances of such great economic as well as 
geologic interest that they must also receive attention. These may 
be roughly classified as in the following examples: 

The sulfide ores (e. g., sulfides of iron, nickel, zinc, copper, lead, 
cobalt, cadmium, mercury, silver).— These must be studied both in 
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their dry melts (to obtain their fundamental characteristics) and in 
relation to water solutions under atmospheric pressure (problems of 
oxidation and secondary enrichment). xV distinct problem of the 
sulfides is their relation to the silicates in the igneous rocks (differ- 
entiation of sulfide-bearing bodies, as at Sudbur}", Ontario). 

Volcanic gases and salts . — These are of particular interest in their 
relation to volcanic activity, as at Kilaiiea and Vesuvius. Eesearch 
on gases, including the various gas mixtures evolved from volcanic 
vents, is of a peculiarly trying character on account of the invisi- 
bility and intangil)ility of the substances handled, as well as the 
difficulty of collecting and transporting samples of the natural prod- 
ucts. A special phase of this work is the study of the complex gases 
given off by fuma roles and hot springs. In addition to chemical 
composition and equilibria of the gases, data are needed on the 
physics of the flow of such gases from vents, as related to volume, 
temperature, and pressure at the point of emission. 

The volcanic '‘sublimates,” such as sulfur, ammonium chloride, 
arsenic sulfide, copper chloride, magnetite, may be mentioned in this 
connection, as well as the minerals accompanying fumarole and hot- 
spring activity. 

The oxide ores (e. g., ores of iron, chromium, manganese, tin). — 
The study of these ores involves high-temperature investigations 
similar to those on the silicates, and also studies of the hydrated and 
colloidal oxides. 

The natvral hydrorarhons . — Organic chemistry of a very complex 
kind is involved in the formation and alteration of natural gas and 
petroleum, and many problems of physics and physical chemistry, 
such as adsorption, surface tension, and colloid phenomena, are also 
involved in their underground storage and movements. 

Other substances — for example, the silicate ores, the carbonate 
ores, the titanium minerals — may be similarly grouped for purposes 
of experimental study, but it is hardly necessary here to make a 
complete inventory of such groups. 

Eunning along with all these investigations is the general research 
necessary to develop experimental methods and apparatus, and to 
keep the general theory of physics and chemistry abreast of the 
newly accumulated facts. 


AGGREGATES. 

In the preceding paragraphs we have mentioned some of the re- 
searches that are necessary on the chemical substances of the earth’s 
surface. We come next to aggregates.^ including the igneous rocks, 
the pyroclastic and sedimentary rocks, the oceans and other bodies 
of water, and the atmosphere. 
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Igneous rod's and magmas , — Among the aggregates the igneous 
rocks are the most important, constituting as they do the original 
matter from which the others have been derived. They are poly- 
component systems with seldom fewer than six oxides, and it seems 
out of the question at present to give a complete phase-rule discus- 
sion of the chemistry of any such complex system. It does seem pos- 
sible, however, to cover the field of actually oceurring rocks by 
partial systems based upon stable minerals, themselves combina- 
tions of two or more oxides. 

Experimental work has progressed far enough to show that the 
fusion and solidification phenomena of the igneous rocks are capable 
of systematic treatment of the kind mentioned above, even when 
the volatile components H2O and CO2 are included. 

Following this fundamental information on the fusion diagrams, 
we must know the densities of the igneous rocks and their magmas 
at all temperatures, with their changes of volume during solidifi- 
cation, the textures and structures produced by various conditions 
of solidification, the latent heats concerned in fusion of the magma 
and in assimilation by it of other rocks, and many other physico- 
chemical data. 

Some of the phenomena of differentiation of silicate rocks are 
probably to be treated as results of simple crystallization backed up 
by the effects of gravity in causing sinking or flotation of crystals. 
This is the only method of differentiation that has been experi- 
mentally proven, but the separation of two or more liquid phases, 
and perhaps other phenomena also, may take part in this little- 
known process. 

The phenomena of the movements of igneous magmas in the litho- 
sphere must next be attacked. This involves studies of viscosity 
and its changes with temperature; energy transfers accompanying 
movement, including perhaps the conversion of potential gravita- 
tional energy into heat energy by movement ; differentiation due to 
movement, and the effects of the separation of gaseous constituents 
in causing differentiation, movements of magmas, and transfers of 
energy. 

While the igneous rock is solidifying, processes of metamorphism 
may go on as a result of the passage of its more volatile constituents 
through the igneous rock itself and through its bordering rocks. The 
rise of temperature in the inclosing rocks will also initiate reactions 
and movements of material. The chemistry of these processes (al- 
teration, serpentinization, contact metamorphism and replacement, 
formation of pneumatolytic dikes and veins) will have been in- 
cluded under the chemistry of the silicates with volatile components, 
but the rates of the reactions and the transfers of energy accom- 
panying them must be studied as a separate problem. The ques- 
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tion of the permeability of crystalline substances to volatile com- 
ponents may perhaps arise. Studies of the inversion of polymorphic 
forms, properties of liquid inclusions, and the effects of increased 
temperature on neighboring rocks must be made in order to obtain 
data on the original temperature of the magmas. 

Sedimentary rocks . — No sooner does the solidified igneous rock 
find itself at or near the earth’s surface than it becomes the object 
of the group of processes known as “weathering.” This is a subject 
that has been nearly at a standstill since the publication of Merrill’s 
“ Eocks, rock weathering, and soils ” about 15 years ago, which sum- 
marized our knowledge up to that date. It involves physical factors 
such as the disintegrating action of periodically fluctuating tem- 
peratures, together with the study of relative rates of reaction within 
and in the presence of dilute water solutions, with the complications 
due to colloidal phenomena and reaction in capillary spaces — a 
difficult field and one worthy of well-planned effort. 

Eock disintegration, corrasion, and transportation, included in the 
general process of erosion, bring in physical and mechanical problems 
such as the rounding of fragments by attrition ; their sorting by air 
and water movements ; their distribution and redistribution through 
the agency of winds, currents, and waves; the production of particu- 
lar structures, such as ripple marks; the movement of unconsoli- 
dated sediments as in sand dunes, soil creep, and solifluxion; and 
similar questions. Eeference need only be made here to summaries 
of these problems by Vaughan and by Merwin before the Geological 
Society of America in December, 1919. Experimental physics will 
be found deeply involved in all such problems. Colloidal chemistry 
will also enter, as, for instance, in the question of the precipitation 
and re-solution of fine suspensions ; likewise biological chemistry, in 
the precipitation and consolidation of calcium carbonate, ferric oxide, 
and other products associated with organisms. 

Chemical questions allied to those of weathering will enter into the 
problems of the consolidation and alteration of sedimentary rocks, in- 
cluding cementation and recrystallization, the formation of low-tem- 
perature veins, silicification, and the growth of concretions. The 
elastic constants of porous aggregates offer an example of the physical 
data that are likely to be needed in this same connection. 

Pyroclastic rocks.— The question of the origin of these rocks brings 
up the problem of explosive volcanism. In its larger aspects this be- 
longs properly to the Section of Volcanology," but the products of 
this type of volcanic activity are very widespread, and the particular 
physical and chemical questions arising from the state of subdivision 
and modes of distribution and alteration of the products deserve 

' Of tlie American Geophysical Union. 
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special mention in this rather rough grouping of geophysical-chemi- 
cal problems. Examples are : the molecular mechanism of the explo- 
sion, the peculiar properties of flowing dust-clouds, the physics of the 
projection of volcanic bombs, the sorting of products by air currents, 
and the weathering of “ ash ” to form colloidal products. 

The vietarrhorphic rocJcs , — The point where a rock ceases to be 
igneous ” or “ sedimentary ” and becomes “ metamorphic ” is not now 
exactly defined, though subject to exact definition, but a distinct set 
of physical and chemical questions undoubtedly enters into the prob- 
lems of dynamic and thermal metamorphism. The effects of non- 
uniform pressure in causing the flowing of crystalline substances and 
aggregates and their solution and redeposition, as well as the forces 
exerted in their recrystallization, are of particular interest. The 
structures resulting from movement in silicate rocks under differ- 
ential pressure are in need of quantitative study. Transfers of 
mechanical energy and its conversion into heat are also involved. 
Consolidation and recrystallization as a direct result of uniform 
pressure are likewise to be considered. 

Mention should be made in this connection of the physics and 
chemistry involved in faulting as well as in jointing and minor move- 
ments of the solid rocks. These phenomena have often been treated 
under the principles of elastic theory as applied to homogeneous 
bodies, yet there can be no question that the elastic properties and 
conditions of rupture of aggregates must differ in many essential par- 
ticulars from those of homogeneous bodies. Here is a considerable 
field for experimentation. 

Bodies of water and the “ chemical sediments — The chemistry of 
the deposition of salts from sea water has already been made the 
subject of special research, and van’t Hoff’s results in this field are 
already familiar. The deposition of calcium carbonate awaits a simi- 
lar thorough study. Allied questions are the formation of dolomite, 
the deposition of various salts from inclosed bodies of water, the 
deposition of phosphate rocks, the precipitation of colloidal suspen- 
sions of clay and other substances, and the origin of the great deposits 
of sedimentary iron ore. 

Problems of fresh-water bodies and streams include the chemistry 
of bog-iron ores, and the amounts of insoluble and colloidal solids and 
of soluble salts carried by streams. Problems relating to under- 
ground waters may also be included here, such as : the dissolving and 
recrystallizing activity of underground waters; connate waters and 
their possible chemical changes ; movements of underground waters 
and their relation to the alteration and concentration of gas and oil * 
principles of hydraulics governing the flow of wells and springs ; and 
the characters which will serve to differentiate between vadose and 
juvenile waters. 
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The atmosphere . — The physics and chemistry of the atmosphere 
considered as a chemical unit or aggregate, while logically a part of 
geophysics and geochemistry, are usually considered to be part of 
the province of meteorology ; and in fact most of the investigations 
in this field are being made by meteorologists or physicists em- 
ployed in meteorological organizations. These questions will there- 
fore not be further considered here. Data bearing on the origin of 
the earth’s atmosphere and its possible changes of composition in the 
past — for example, the composition of the gases found in rocks and 
the gases dissolved by the waters of the oceans — are, however, of di- 
rect interest to the present Section. 

LARGER UNITS. 

The larger units of matter at the earth’s surface are for the most 
part covered by other Sections of the American Geoph3^sical Union. 
The atmosphere as a unit is treated by the Section of Meteorology and 
the atmospheric-electric branch of the Section of Terrestrial Mag- 
netism and Electricity ; the oceans by the Section of Physical Ocean- 
ography ; the large land masses by the Section of Geodesy ; volcanoes 
as units by the Section of Volcanology. 

The larger geologic units (for example, petrographic provinces) 
and the rocks, considered as geologic units, might be considered to 
fall within the province of geology rather than geophysics, and the 
same may be said of the earth’s glaciers and ice sheets. 

There are certain problems connected with these larger units, 
however, that may be neglected by the Sections mentioned, not from 
any lack of appreciation of the importance of the problems, but 
solely by reason of lack of training and lack of acquaintance on the 
part of their personnel with the technique involved; just as some 
of the geophysical-chemical problems mentioned above may be, rela- 
tively, neglected by reason of the geophysical chemist’s lack of train- 
ing in other branches. For example, the physics of the flow of a 
glacier, considered as a unit, is not likely to be adequately handled 
by those trained only in the methods of glacial field geology, and 
it very properly becomes a subject for research under the present 
Section. The question of the chemical composition of a particular 
stratum of the atmosphere and the chemical equilibrium obtaining 
therein, while of great importance to the meteorologist, might fail 
of adequate treatment by an organization numbering no chemist 
on its staff. The distribution of certain rock-forming oxides ac- 
cording to “petrographic provinces” may be of primary interest to 
the geologist, yet the physico-chemical basis for that distribution— 
the question whether it represents an “original heterogeneity” or 
result of differentiation — is a problem for this Section. The flow 
of rock aggregates of varying composition, again a matter of 
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geological interest through being concerned in the processes of 
mountain-building, is a problem for the geophysicist. These ex- 
amples will serve to indicate that there may be many points in which 
the Section of Geophysical-chemistry may be of direct assistance, 
through researches of its own type, in the work of other Sections. 

B. PROPERTIES OF MATERIALS IN THE INTERIOR OF THE EARTH. 

The late G. K. Gilbert has made apt reference^ to the earth’s in- 
terior in these words: ^'Once it contained the forges of black- 
smith gods; or it was the birthplace of our race, or the home or 
prison of disembodied spirits * * *. Science now claims ex- 

clusive title but holds it chiefly for speculative purposes.” Upon 
the Section of Geophysical-chemistry more than upon any other 
will fall the duty of maintaining the validity of the title while 
bringing the property into productive use. 

The outstanding difference of condition to which substances in the 
earth’s interior are subjected, as contrasted with substances a the 
surface, is the tremendous difference in hydrostatic pressure. Ee- 
search on the properties of substances under high pressure is thus 
of first importance in relation to the interior of the earth. While 
we cannot at present go experimentally much beyond 12.000 mega- 
bars, a pressure corresponding to about 45 kilometers (about 29 
miles of depth), yet a really adequate knowledge of properties in 
this range would give us an insight into the conditions in the in- 
terior beside which our present knowledge is equivalent to almost 
total ignorance. 

It is most important to know in this connection the compressi- 
bility of the substances concerned, at various temperatures, and in 
both the liquid and the crystalline state, with its dependent constants 
such as change of melting point with pressure, and effect of pressure 
upon solubility. Other important data are; The existence of new 
polymorphic forms of substances; the effect of pressure upon rigiditv 
and its related elastic moduli; the effect of pressure upon dia- 
thermancy. thermal conductivity, specific heat capacity, and mag- 
netic susceptibility; and the effect of pressure in modifying equili- 
brium in homogeneous as well as heterogeneous systems. 

The properties mentioned in the preceding paragraph are all 
properties of substances in equilibrium. The effect of pressure upon 
rates of reaction and rates of diffusion and crystallization are also 
of importance. If the planetesimal hypothesis of the origin of the 
earth, or some modification of it. is true, it is possible that the 
interior is very far from a state of chemical equilibrium, and that 
redistribution of matter and energy may be going forward ac- 


2 U. S. Geol. Sun’oy I’rof. I’aper 85C. 1913 (3o). 
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tively, with what results — whether rising or falling average tempera- 
ture, increasing or decreasing volume, etc. — it is impossible now 
to say. 

The preceding considerations apply also to the larger units of 
structure of the interior — although what these units may be we can 
only guess — and also to the earth itself as a unit. Complex mathe- 
matical anal^^sis is necessary in applying the data to the units of 
structure as well as to the whole of a body as large as the earth, 
where the force of gravitation is itself variable with depth. These 
applications can in many cases be best made by those familiar with 
the properties in question as measured in the laborator3^ The course 
of earthquake waves, to take an example of interest to the Section 
of Seismology, is dependent both upon the elastic constants of the 
earth’s materials and the possible reflection and refraction of waves 
at the boundaries of internal structural features. 

In this connection, the members of this Section could do a service 
to the other Sections by making clearer the real meaning of some of 
the physical concepts and physical constants involved in geophysical 
problems. For instance, much confusion has been caused by the 
fact that there is more than one kind of “rigidity.” The geologist 
to whom the statement that “the earth has the rigidity of steel” 
is rather vague may take temporary comfort from the fact that the 
statement also needs much qualification and explanation to the 
physicist.^ 

General geophysics . — The physics of the earth considered as a unit 
(the classical “geophysics’') is for the most part either covered by 
other Sections of the Geophysical Union or is customarily considered 
as a part of geology. Certain phases of geophysics, however, are 
not thus assignable and may be mentioned here in order that all of 
the groups of problems of the science may receive attention in this 
assembly of surveys. 

The form and gravitation relations of our suspended spheroid, its 
magnetic and electrical properties, its properties as a vibrating body, 
and the physics of its air and water envelopes, are the obvious fields 
of appropriate Sections. Hypotheses of its origin and the logical 
deductions therefrom may confidently be left to the geologists, among 
whose faults that of narrow-mindedness and lack of a broad outlook 
in time and space have seldom been numbered.'* Its properties as an 
absorbing and reflecting body for external radiation are being well 
handled by the astrophysicists and meteorologists. 


* See Laml)ei% Journ. Wash. Acad, Sci., 10, 1020 (122-143). 

* In this connection it is important that the study of the composition and probable 
sources of the matter now beinj? received by the earth, in the form of stony and metallic 
meteorites, be continued and extended. 
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The problem of the earth as a body radiating its own heat into 
space, however, is an example of a problem that may fail of treat- 
ment as a unit problem by any one of the above-mentioned groups 
acting alone. We are dealing not with a solid homogeneous spheroid 
of uniform surface temperature radiating freely into space, but with 
a rather heterogeneous body blanketed with several kinds of heat 
insulators whose composition varies both with depth and with time. 
Factors in the problem are: the production of heat by shrinkage; 
the contributions of heat from radioactive sources ; the earth’s 
present thermal conductivity and thermal gradient; the effect of 
varying carbon dioxide, water, ozone, inorganic dust, and clouds, 
upon the heat loss ; and the effects of the possibly very different at- 
mospheres with which the earth has been blanketed in past ages. 
The temperature at a given time and at a given distance from the 
center, as for instance at the solid surface of the land, depends upon 
a complex set of factors, and may well have been periodic in its 
variations. 

The earth’s volume and shape may have been similarly variable. 
In addition to the variation of temperature, already mentioned, the 
following are among the factors to be considered: the tides in the 
solid earth (on which extensive experimental work has recently been 
in progress) and the earth’s properties as an elastic body; the vis- 
cosity of the earth as a whole, with relation to long-continued forces, 
and the existing state and method of maintenance of isostatic equi- 
librium in its surface layer; its breaking strength and form of rup- 
ture under forces changing too rapidly to cause flow; and the lag 
of elastic and viscous responses to changing forces, as in the case of 
the addition or removal of continental ice sheets. 

Limitations of space forbid more than a sketchy outline of the 
problems set before the Section of Geophysical-chemistry, but it is 
hoped that the outline may have been sufficient to indicate the very 
fundamental character of those problems. 



THE YIELDING OF THE EARTH’S CRUST.^ 


By William Bowie, 

Chief, Divisi(m of Geodesy, U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey. 


The geological evidence is such as to justify anyone in conclud- 
ing that the material of at least the outer portion of the earth has 
moved from place to place during past geological periods. Material 
that must have been laid down in the form of sediments in shallow 
oceanic waters, as is evidenced by the presence of sea-shell fossils, 
is now above sea level, in some cases to the extent of many thou- 
sands of feet. Sedimentary rocks, which must have been laid down 
in horizontal or nearly horizontal strata, are now much curved and 
distorted. There could be cited many cases to show that strata have 
not only moved in elevation but also horizontally. lYhat has caused 
these movements is one of the outstanding problems in geophysics 
and geology. 

To the superficial view, erosion of a mountain region and conse- 
quent sedimentation of a river delta present nothing but a tendency 
to smooth out the earth by cutting down its elevations to fill up its 
hollows. In short, the matter may appear as simple as the opera- 
tion of a steam shovel and a line of carts grading a new city section. 
Comparatively recent geodetic investigations referred to in what 
follows lead us, however, to regard the matter as much more complex. 
Even yet a great deal more evidence is required, but there seems to 
be reason to think that the secondary consequences of erosion and 
sedimentation are most far-reaching and significant, leading to pro- 
found modification of the views of mountain building which for- 
merly prevailed. 

ISOSTASY AND ISOSTATIC COMPENSATION. 

During the last half of the nineteenth century scientists dealing 
with geodetic and geological problems advanced the idea that land 
masses were higher in elevation than the bottoms of the oceans be- 
cause of lighter material under the former than under the latter. 

* Paper delivered at meeting of Philosophical Society of Washington, Mar. 11, 1922, 
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This balancing of the earth’s crust was termed by C. E. Dutton, 
isostasy, or equal pressure. The early writers on the subject of 
isostasy developed the qualitative side of the theory, but it was only 
during the past 30 years that any quantitative values were made 
available.^ John F. Hay ford, as chief of the Division of Geodesy 
of the IT. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, conducted a very elaborate 
investigation which showed that blocks of the earth's crust, of the 
same cross section at their bases, were in equilibrium ; that is, that 
each block had the same mass as any other block of the crust. The 
base of each of these blocks was assumed to be at a definite depth 
below sea level, which depth was termed the depth of compensation. 
The compensation is defined as the deficiency of mass in the block 
under any particular area and exactly balances the mass which ap- 
pears at the top of the block above sea level. It is also the excess in 
mass in a block under an ocean, and in this case it exactly offsets or 
balances the deficiency of material in the space occupied by the water 
of the ocean above the block. 



If equal masses of different metals, each lighter than mercury, are moulded to the 
same cross section they will sink to the same dcpih whoa placed in mercury. Their lower 
surfaces will form a plane while their upper surfaces will be irregular. There will be 
equal pressure at the base of the different blocks. This is isostatic equilibrium in its 
simplest form. 

The results of the investigations of Hayford were reported in two 
publications ^ of the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey. The investi- 
gations started by Hayford have been continued by the U. S. Coast 
and Geodetic Survey up to the present time. Later results^ have 

2 The earliest attempt to prove the theory of isostasy was made by u. r. Putnam 
(See Report U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey for 1804, pt. 2, app. 1, RdatiVe determina- 
tions of gravity with half-second pendulums, and other pendulum investigations ) 

2 The figure of the earth and isostasy from measurements in the United States bv 
John F. Hayford. 

Supplemental Investigations in 1909 of the figure of the earth and isostasy, by John F 
Hayford. 

* Effect of topography and isostatic compensation on the intensity of gravity. U S 
Coast and Geodetic Survey Special Publication No, 10, by John F. Hayford and William 
Bowie. 

Same, U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey Special Publication No. 12, by William Bo 

Investigations of gravity and Isostasy, U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey SoecHl pTm* 
cation No. 40, by William Bowie. t i udu- 
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dealt especially with the relation between the theory of isostasy and 
the value of the intensity of gravity. 



The isostatic investigations show that blocks of the earth’s crust of different lengths 
have the same mass ; therefore the pressure of the blocks at a certain distance below 
sea level where the material changes from a resisting to a yielding solid will be the 
same throughout. The longer blocks are composed of less dense material than the 
shorter ones. 

While it is impossible to determine definitely the depth within 
which the isostatic compensation occurs, the investigations have 



Fig. 3.— Gravity stations in tlio United States. 

There are now 286 gravity stations in the United States, located as shown on the 
diagram. The values of gravity are used in the isostatic investigation. 

shown that the depth is of the order of magnitude of 60 miles. 
At or just below that depth the material of the earth is assumed 
to change from a solid which resists stresses acting in a hori- 
zontal direction to one which will yield plastically to those stresses. 
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It has been found that there is no difference in the isostatic con- 
dition from one place on the earth to another, nor is there any 
difference in this condition between blocks under elevated areas and 
those of little or no elevation. In other words, the isostatic con- 
dition is entirely universal, and what may be called the isostatic 
gravity anomalies, or the difference between observed and com- 
puted values of gravity, and the isostatic deflections of the verti- 
cal show no relation whatever to the elevation of the ground on 
which the various values of gravity or deflections of the vertical 
may be determined. 

Since we find all blocks of the earth’s crust in equilibrium now, 
it appears certain that a like equilibrium existed in past geological 
ages or periods. If this be true, as it seems most reasonable to 
assume, we must change considerably some of our ideas as to the 
causes of the yielding of the material of the earth’s crust and also 
change our views as to the direction in which much of this yield- 
ing has occurcd. 

EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION IN LIGHT OF ISOSTASY. 

All elevated areas are continually losing material from the action 
of water and air. This material is carried by these elements down 
to regions which are lower. A mountain system loses material in 
vast quantities which is transported by streams and rivers to the 
valleys and the edges of the ocean. Undoubtedly, the isostatic bal- 
ance of the blocks of the earth’s crust is disturbed by this trans- 
fer of material. The block from which material is being eroded 
wiU become lighter than normal, and the block on which the sedi- 
ments are placed wiU become heavier. It is practically certain that, 
as a result of this disturbance of the balance, the earth’s crust yields 
under the sedimentary area, causing a downwarping and an outflow 
of material at the bottom of the sedimentary block towards blocks 
from which material has been eroded. The effect of the horizontal 
surface movement towards the sedimentary area will result in other 
material entering at the bottom of the block from which material 
is eroded. The addition of this material to the bottom of the eroded 
columns results in a rising of that column. 

As a consequence of the transfer of material at the surface of the 
earth, there is a sinking of one block, the rising of another and a 
horizontal sub-crustal transfer of material from the first tWards 
the second. 

We can thus see that there is a tendency for any area to be main- 
tained in its elevation by the isostatic adjustment. There would be 
no change in the elevation of the surface, as a result of the transfer 
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of material and the isostatic adjustment, if the material eroded and 
deposited were of the same density as the material which moves 
horizontally below the depth of compensation, but undoubtedly 
there is a decided difference between the density of the material be- 
low the depth of compensation and that which is eroded and de- 
posited at the surface. It appears reasonable to suppose that the 
deep material is at least ten per cent denser than the material at the 
surface. If this is the case, a different volume of material is trans- 
ferred from sedimentary to erosion blocks below the earth’s crust 
from that which is moved over the earth’s surface in the opposite 



F^g. 4. — Movements la the earth’s crust incident to isostatic adjustment. 

As material is eroded from a high area and carried over the surface of the earth to a 
lower one and deposited as sediment, the earth block under the sediment sinks deeper into 
the earth. This causes a deep-seated horizontal movement of material from the sedi- 
mentary block towards the erosion block. Material enters the bottom of the erosion 
block to maintain the isostatic equilibrium, thus forcing up the material of the block 
under the area of erosion. The arrows show the direction of the movement. 

direction. The result of this difference is to lower gradually the sur- 
face of the blocks that are undergoing erosion. If 1,000 feet of ma- 
terial is eroded from an area, the thickness of the mass of material 
that will come into the bottom of the block, as a result of the isostatic 
adjustment, will be only 900 feet, thus lowering the height of the 
block by 100 feet. In order to lower the surface of a mountain sys- 
tem by 3,000 feet, on an average, it is necessary that approximately 
30,000 feet be eroded from its area. 

It may be said that, while the theory of isostasy does not account 
for the creation of mountain systems, it apparently does account for 
the gradual lowering of a mountain system. The lowering of a 
mountain system to the point at which erosion ceases is termed base- 
leveling or peneplanation. It is evident that there must be a decided 
slope to any ground to permit the streams and rivers to transport 
material. As the lighter material of the mountain area is eroded 
from the surface and an equal mass but smaller volume of material 
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is brought into the base of the block under the mountain area, in 
order to restore the isostatic equilibrium, the length of the block will 
gracluallj’ diminish and the area will cease to be different in its ele- 
vation from the surrounding region. 

MOUNTAIN SYSTEMS NOT CAUSED BY SIDE THRUSTS. 

As there is to-day an isostatic balancing of the blocks of the earth’s 
crust under various classes of topography (that is, different degi-ees 
of elevation) , and as it is reasonable to assume that this balance has 
obtained in past geological periods, we have to conclude that moun- 



- Distortion of crust incident to mountain formation by boiizontal thiust. 


This diagram indicates graphically the distortion that would take place in the earth’s 
rust if the uplift of a mountain area were due entirely to horizontal thrusts of a 
regional nature. The central oval in a full line repiesents the mountain area — about 
*>00 miles wide and 1,000 miles long. The full straight lines represent imaginary lines 
aoproximately 200 miles apart, placed on the earth’s surface before movement began. 
The dotted lines indicate positions of full lines after uplift. The material of the 
earth’s crust which is supiwscd by some to carry thrusts competent to raise a mountain 
mass must be so yielding as to undeigo the distortions indicated. Instead of the earth’s 
crust being contracted in a horizontal direction from the thrusts it would actually be 
expanded. 

tain systems are not due to horizontal movements of the crust result- 
ing from forces acting in a horizontal direction from great distances 
away from the affected regions. Should there be such horizontal 
movements, we would be forced to believe that extra loads were placed 
on blocks which were previously in isostatic equilibrium. We do not 
have blocks that depart materially from the isostatic equilibrium, 
and therefore we must eliminate horizontal forces of a regional nature 
as the cause of the uplift of a mountain system. 

If we eliminate the horizontal thrust theory of the formation of 
mountain systems, we must adopt the vertical movement theory. The 
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first step in the latter is to attempt to find a cause of the vertical 
movement of material of the earth's crust which is local in its char- 
acter. 

CAUSES TENDING TO THE UPLIFT OF MOUNTAINS AND TO THE 
BRINGING ABOUT OF SUBSIDENCE. 

By a process of elimination we conclude that the uplift of the 
mountain system must be due to an actual decrease in the density of 
the material forming the blocks under the affected area. In order 
that the isostatic balance may be maintained the density under a 
mountain area must be less, on an average, than the density which 
obtains in a block whose surface is at or close to sea level. But the 
mountain area was once an area of sedimentation as is shown by the 
character of its rocks. How, then, could the block under this moun- 
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Fig, 6. — Changes in densities in the earth’s crust. 

A block, with its surface at sea level, that is in isostatic equilibrium, must have an 
increase in the density of its original material after heavy sedimentation. It must have 
a lighter density than normal after its surface lias been uplifted. 

tain area have become longer, to the extent say of two miles, and still 
be in isostatic equilibrium without there having been an actual de- 
crease in the density of the material of the column? Apparently a 
deci’ease in density must have occurred. 

We must now go one step further and inquire as to what could 
have caused the change in density from normal to subnormal. Let it 
be assumed that the material of the earth’s crust is composed of hori- 
zontal layers. AYhen an area is undergoing sedimentation the layers 
of the block under the sediments are being forced down into regions 
which are undoubtedly hotter than those they occupied prior to 
the deposition of material at the surface of the block. It is not 
known definitely or accurately what is the temperature gradient 
even for the first 5,000 or 10,000 feet of the earth’s material for it 
varies from place to place. As a working hypothesis, however, we 
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are fairly safe in assuming that the change in temperature for the 
first mile of the earth’s crust is about 50^ C. If in any particular 
area we have sediments laid down to a depth of 6 miles, and this is 
not beyond the probable depth, and if the temperature gradient is 
the same for the whole depth of the block, then there would be 
a change in the temperature of the material of approximately 300 
C. It is reasonably certain that as the block is lowered, as sediments 
are placed on it, the material will not increase its temperature as 
rapidly as it subsides. There undoubtedly will be a very great lag 
in the temperature and it will be a long time after the deposition 
of sediments has ceased that the temperature of the column will 
become normal— that is, that the geoisotherms will rise within the 
lowered block to their normal depths below sea level. As a result 
of the increase in the temperature there will be a thermal expansion 



Fig. 7. — Displacement of geoisotherms due to isostatic adjustment. 


As sediments are placed on a block of the earth’s crust the block is depressed and 
each of its elements goes to a zone which is hotter than the one it originally occupied. 
As erosion takes place the block of the crust under the erosion area is lightened, thus 
causing material to enter the lower end of the block. Each element of tlie block will be 
forced up into a zone that is colder than the one that it previously occupied. The geo- 
isotherms are depressed in the block under the sedimentary area and are elevated in the 
block under the erosion area. 

of the block which may amount to as much as 3,000 feet. The 
surface of the block will be raised approximately that amount, but 
this is an elevation far less than we find existing in most mountain 
systems and, therefore, we have to find some additional process to 
cause the uplift. It can not be proved, of course, that the other 
cause is a physical or chemical action taking place in the column as 
a result of the increase in temperature, but this seems to be the 
only thing left which could assist the thermal expansion in decreas- 
ing the densities of the block and extending its length from about 
GO to 62 miles. An expansion of about 3 per cent is necessary to 
raise a sedimentary area to an elevation of 2 miles. 

After a mountain area has been base-leveled, that is, reduced in 
elevation to such a point that erosion ceases, a downwarping is the 
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next stage in its geological history. This downwarping undoubt- 
edly must be due to an increase in the density of the material of the 
block of the earth’s crust under the area, wliich results in a shorten- 
ing of the block and, consequently, in a lowering of the surface. We 
are forced to this conculsion because otherwise there would be a 
change in the mass of the blocks upsetting the isostatic equilibrium 
at its base. The results of the geodetic investigation indicate very 
clearly that the blocks are in approximate equilibrium and that the 
deviation from the perfect state of equilibrium is very small. 

The contraction of the column and the increase in the density 
of its material probably is due to a process which is just the reverse 
of the one which causes the expansion of a column resulting in the 
uplift of mountains. 

^\Tiile an elevated area is being eroded, the column under it is 
continually rising, because of the material which enters at the lower 
end of the column or block. This material is moved into the block 
by what is called the isostatic adjustment. Since the surface of a 
block that is undergoing erosion is lowered by only about one-tenth 
of the thickness of the matter which is eroded, there must be tens of 
thousands of feet of material carried away before the surface of the 
block is base-leveled. 

Let it be assumed that 30,000 feet of matter have been eroded from 
a certain elevated region. Then the layers of material of the block 
under the area have been elevated by an amount approximately nine- 
tenths of the thickness of the eroded material; that is, each layer 
of the block will have been brought closer to the surface of the earth 
by that amount. As a result of this uplift of material of the block 
under the mountain area, each layer will be raised to a zone which is 
colder by an amount equal to the change in temperature from the 
zone previously occupied to its subsequent location. If the vertical 
movement has been five miles and should the temperature gradient be 
about 50° C. per mile, then the material of each layer will have its 
temperature decreased by about 250° C. This change in temper- 
ature, however, will probably occur at a much slower rate than the 
rate of uplift of the material of the block during the erosion. 
IV hen the material finally assumes the new and much lower tempera- 
ture it will have undergone a thermal contraction, but this thermal 
contraction cannot lower the surface more than about 2,500 feet. 
There must occur an additional increase in density and shortening 
of the column from some physical or chemical process. 

This process must be started by the lowering of the temperature 
of the material throughout the column, and it continues during the 
entire period of the subsequent sedimentation. This seems to\e a 
logical assumption in view of the conditions existing in a sedimen- 
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tary area. Since the material which flows horizontally from the 
lower end of the block to maintain equilibrium is heavier than the 
sediments which are laid down on its surface, there will be a less 
volume of material removed from the block than is brought to it in 
the form of sediments, and therefore the surface should apparent^ 
be gradually increased in elevation. There must be a continuous 
contraction of the material of the block in order that there can be a 
continuous deposition of material at or very near sea level. This 
would lead one to believe that the loss of heat continues after the 
former mountain area has been depressed to sea level and during 
the process of sedimentation of the area. 

There are two other causes of downwarping, but they are secondary 
and not primary or fundamental. One is the weight of the sediments 
which causes the original material of the block to sink lower into 
the earth. The other is the compression of the material of the block 
due to the weight of the sediments. 

The contraction of the original material of the column must be due 
in greater part to the chemical or physical changes which must have 
occurred as a result of the loss of much heat after the area had be- 
come base-leveled. It will be seen from the above that the phenome- 
non of clownwarping of an area is rather complicated and it is im- 
possible to estimate the influence of each of the several causes. 

CYCLES OF UPLIFT AND SUBSIDENCE. 

It seems probable that there is a cycle of erosion and deposition in 
any particular region of the earth which causes a portion of the re- 
gion to be at or below sea level at one time and much elevated at 
another, and that these two conditions might occur a number of times 
in the same general area. The area which is now high and subject to 
erosion may later be the region within which new sediments will be 
placed, and the region now undergoing sedimentation may, and prob- 
ably will, be one of uplift in the future. There are numerous ex- 
amples of mountain areas which have been below sea level several 
times, as shown by the presence of sedimentary rocks of different 
geological ages. This change in the elevation of the surface of the 
block is apparently due to local causes and has no relation to the 
supposed horizontal stresses resulting from a shrinking of the earth’s 
nucleus which, it has been believed, caused the uplift of mountain 
systems as wrinkles of the earth’s crust. 

The system outlined above, consisting of the erosion and sedimen- 
tary cycles, seems to be a simple one, and there arc reasons for feelin^r 
that the causes are competent ones. At least, tliere is somethin^ 
tangible to work with, while, with the old theory of the horizontal 
thrusts due to shrinkage of the nucleus of tlie earth, it is difficult to 
conceive how the forces acted. 
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There have been great horizontal movements of material in areas 
of uplift, but these seem to be confined to strata of very moderate 
thickness, especially as compared with the thiclmess of the earth's 
crust. These movements were very probably incidental to the verti- 
cal movement which caused the uplift and maintained the isostatic 
balance of the blocks. Or the horizontal movements may have been 
partly due to distortion and rupture of strata incidental to the giv- 
ing way Or yielding of the eartlds crust under sedimentary loads. 
The amount of material involved in the horizontal movements at the 
surface, which are undoubtedly local in character, is small as com- 
pared with that involved in the horizontal movement which takes 
place below the earth's crust to maintain the isostatic equilibrium. 

THE HKPTH OF ISOSTATIO ADJUSTMENT. 

It is a debatable question as to the depth at Avhich the isostatic ad- 
justment takes place ; that is, the depth at which the horizontal move- 
ments occur. If we should draw a diagram showing the stress dif- 
ferences at various depths below sea level which must obtain be- 
tween a block under an elevated area and a block v’hose surface is 
at or close to sea level, we should find that the stress difference would 
be directed from the elevated block toward the other one until the 
depth of compensation is reached. Now. if there should be some 
erosion of even a small amount of material from the elevated block 
and a corresponding deposition on the lower one, the stiTss differ- 
ence would still be in the same direction for the upper part of the 
blocks but would be in the opposite direction or from the Ioav block 
toward the elevated block near their lower ends. A diagram, show- 
ing these stress differences, indicates that there can be no transfer 
of material horizontally from the area of sedimentation back toward 
the area of erosion within the first few miles of the earth’s surface. 
Undoubtedly, the transference can not be much above the depth of 
compensation, and is probably below. 

It is not known whether the horizontal movements of the mate- 
rial to maintain the i=:o=^tatic balance take place near the depth of 
compensation or whether it is lower down in the earth. This is a 
matter that is of small moment, geologically or otherwise. The prin- 
cipal problem is to locate approximately the depth at which the 
material rhanges from one which resists horizontal movements due to 
stress differences to one w^hich is yielding to such stresses. It is some- 
what uncertain as to whether or not the depth of compensation is actu- 
ally the boundary between the resisting matter and the matter that 
is yielding. It is certain that no compensation can be located below 
the resisting material, but it is possible for the compensation to 
occur in the upper part of the block of resisting matter, and 
101257—22 17 
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therefore, the deduction of the depth of compensation from the 
geodetic data may give us a value that is somewhat smaller than 
the depth at which the material changes from one of resistance 
to one of yielding. The method by which the depth of compensa- 
tion is derived is a sort of evening-up process, and, therefore, it is 
practically certain that the depth of compensation is somewhat above 
the depth or zone at which the change in character of the material 
takes place. 

It is possible, and in fact probable, that the depth at which the 
material changes from one of resistance to one of yielding is not 



A diai^ram of stress differences between two blocks of tbe earth’s crust of different 
elevations indicates that the tendency of the material to move horizontally is in the 
direction from the elevated block toward the lower one. This is on tlie assumption that 
the two blocks are in Isostatic equilibrium. 

very different in different parts of the earth. Such a change must 
be the result of a change in temperature. The pressure naturally 
is approximately the same at all places at a certain depth below 
sea level, due to the isostatic equilibrium. It appears very probable 
that the temperature gradient is approximately the same in differ- 
ent blocks of the earth’s crust. The composition of the material 
of the crust is approximately the same, or it is safe to assume that 
this is the case, and, therefore, in no one place would the material 
at a certain depth be much more resistant or yielding than the ma- 
terial at the same depth at some other place. It seems, therefore, 
that so long as the change from material that is resistant to one 
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that is yielding to horizontal stresses is a function merely of the 
temperature, and as the temperature at any particular depth is no 
doubt somewhat uniform around the whole earth, the depth of tran- 
sition from resisting to yielding material can not be very different 
for different blocks of the earth’s crust, except where the geoiso- 
therms are displaced under areas of active erosion and of active 



After the erosion of material from a hig-li block and its deposition on a lower one, 
the stress differences will be from the high block toward the low one almost down to 
the depth of compensation. The stress differences near the lower ends of the blocks are 
from the low block toward the high one. This is on the assumption that the isostatic 
adjustment has not yet taken place to counterbalance the transfer of material at the 
surface. 

sedimentation due to comparatively rapid vertical movements of the 
material of the blocks. 

THE EARTH IS A YIELDING BODY. 

Since the material of the earth is yielding to vertical forces and 
since the material below the earth’s crust moves horizontally to re- 
store the isostatic balance, it is appropriate to use the words of 
Professor Hayford and call the earth a “ failing structure.” I pre- 
fer to call it a yielding tody. The material of the crust and that 
just below it must give way to comparatively small stress differences. 




THE AGE OF THE EAETH. 


By the Bight Hon. Lord Hayleigh, F. II. S., and Others. 


The subject which we have met to consider to-day is encumbered 
with past controA^ersy. It can not be denied, I am afraid, that ex- 
ponents of particular views in the past have laid too much emphasis 
on their own paiticular way of loukinn' at the proltlem without mak- 
ing enough alloAvance for human fallibility. I shall try, so far is 
possible, to a Am id this pitfall. There has been a tendency on all 
sides for specialists in one branch of science to consider themselves 
free to disregard eAudence draAvn from a cla^s of considerations 
with Avhieli they are not familiar. I am sure that this is not the road 
to truth. In attempting a problem of this kindt, when we seek to 
plumb into the depths cd time, far l^eyond human experience, Ave 
can not afford to neglect evidence d!*av/n from any quarter, eAmn if 
it is not the kind of eAudem-o Avhi(‘h avc tiud it most congenial to con- 
template. A parallel case is that of a jury of plain men in a mur- 
der trial. Tliey may know nothing of medical jurisprudence, post- 
mortem exam iimt ions, and so on. They may even consider the sub- 
ject repellent; Init that does not exempt them from the duty of fully 
considering and Aveighing such evidence to the best of their ability. 
The Avitnesses in the trial lunm, hoAvcver. to limit themsehms to mat- 
ters with Avhich they are personally conversant. I Avill try to give 
my evidence Avithin these limits. 

The phrase *"age of the cartin'' though rather A^ague, is perhaps 
definite enough for our purpose. IVhat Ave Avant to knoAV is, how 
long has the eartlds surface been fitted for the habitation of liAung 
beings; or. alternatively, how long has it taken to accumulate tlie 
knoAvn series of geological formations? These questions are not 
the same, but I do not think that we shall need to insist on the dis- 
tinction this niorning. 

Lord Kelvin s arguments depended on attempts to limit the length 
of time during Avhich the earth's surface temperature could haA^e re- 

‘ Coutributions u> a .ioiat discussion of tho Sections of Mathematical and Physical 
Science, Geology, Zoology, and Botany uf the British Association at Edinburgh on Sept. 
13, 1921. Reprinted by permission from Xature, Oct. 27, 1921. 
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mained substantially the same as at present, and he attacked this 
problem from two different points of view. In the first place he 
attempted to set a limit of time to the duration of the sun’s heat; 
and secondly, from consideration of the earth's internal heat, he 
argued back to the time when the surface was too hot for the pres- 
ence of living beings. I have heard a suggestion that there is some 
mutual inconsistency in these two lines of argument — consideration 
of the sun’s heat makes the past temperature too low ; consideration 
of the earth’s heat makes it too high — but I do not think that this 
criticism is more than superficially plausible. The point was 
rather that from either of these arguments a condition widely differ- 
ent from the present would be reached, and therefore that, even if 
there were some unrecognized flaw in one of the arguments, the 
other would stand. Possibly, looking back into the remote past, a 
condition of the earth’s surface is imaginable where the mean tem- 
perature was much the same as at present, heat coming from the 
earth's interior in compensation for a diminished radiation from the 
sun, but I feel sure you will all agree with me that we can not get 
more time by special pleading of this kind. The fossiliferous rocks 
have, without doubt, been accumulated under conditions of solar 
radiation not essentially different from the present. One simple 
consideration is that the plants in the coal measures obviously had 
green leaves, and that these could not function without a full allow- 
ance of solar radiation. 

We have then to consider whether Lord Kelvin's arguments can 
stand in the light of present knowledge. I think that we must admit 
that they can not. 

First as regards the earth's heat, it is now generally known that the 
premises of Lord Kelvin’s calculation, carefully partieiilarized bv 
him, are upset by the discovery of radio-active substances in the 
earth. In 1906 I made a determination of the amount of radium 
in the superficial parts of the earth which are alone accessible. 
From radium analysis we can calculate the amount of uranium 
and other associated substances and the thermal out 23 ut from them 
and the result is to show that if we suppose the same radium con- 
tent to extend to a depth of some 20 miles, the whole output of 
heat would be accounted for without assuming that any of it comes 
from the store of primeval heat as postulated by Lord Kelvin. It is 
without doubt difficult to understand why the outj^ut of heat is 
not greater, for it would certainly be expected that the rocky crust of 
earth would be more than 20 miles thick, to say nothing of anv 
radium there might be in the unloiown interior. 

Can we at present infer anything definite from the earth’s internal 
heat as to the possible duration of geological time? I think practi- 
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cally not. It appears certain that the radioactive materials present 
in the earth are generating at least as much heat as is now leaking out 
from the earth into space. If they are generating more than this 
(and there is evidence to suggest that they are) , the temperature must, 
according to all received views, be rising. In a word, we are puzzled 
to explain the existing state of things, and cannot use it as a firm 
basis from which to explore the past. 

A' ext, as to the sun’s heat. Lord Kelvin’s argument was that we 
knew of no possible source at all adequate to supply the existing out- 
put of solar energy except secular contraction, and even this source 
of supply was not enough to account for more than 20,000,000 years 
of solar heat in the past. It is impossible to condemn on principle 
arguments of this kind. We often must, and do, rely on them in 
science as in everyday affairs ; but a certain reserve is always needed 
on the ground that there are more things in heaven and earth than 
are dreamt of in our philosophy. Knowledge which has accumulated 
since Lord Kelvin’s time has driven us back on this alternative. 

The sun is only one of the host of stars, and if we find it impossible 
to account adequately for their radiation by contraction it evidently 
will not do to assume that the sun is limited to this source of supply. 

Xow, some of the stars (the giant red stars), though of about the 
same mass as the sun, are radiating energy at something like one 
thousand times the rate that the sun does. They ought, according to 
the contraction theory, to have expended a considerable fraction of 
their total energy in historical times. No one will maintain that this 
has occurred, and if not there must be some source of supply other 
than contraction. It is not necessary for our immediate purpose to 
inquire what this source is. It is enough to note that its existence 
invalidates Lord Kelvin’s estimate of the age of the sun’s heat. 

Modern knowledge in radioactivity has given what appears, if 
separately considered, to be a firm and satisfactory basis for the 
estimation of geological time. Uranium, for example, goes through 
a series of changes (radium is one of the stages in its progress) , chang- 
ing eventually into an isotope of lead — that is, an element chemically 
indistinguishable from lead, except by a slight difference of atomic 
weight and (practically at least) inseparable from ordinary lead by 
chemical means if once mixed with it. The isotope of lead in question 
has probably an atomic, weight of 206 exactly, as contrasted with an 
atomic weight of 20T.1 for ordinary lead.^ This is much less than 
the atomic weight of uranium (238.5), and the difference represents 
approximately the weight of helium atoms, which are the debris shed 
at the various stages of the transformation. 

^ Ordinary lead may partly consi&t of it, but this is not yet certain, and not very 
important for the immediate purpose. 
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Further, it is ^Yell established that a gram of uranium as found 
along with its products in rocks and minerals is now changing at a 
rate represented by the production of 1.88X10'^^ grams of helium and 
1.22X10“^® grams of lead isotope per annum. We have not time this 
morning to consider the methods by which these figures have been 
reached. It must suffice to say that in the case of helium it amounts 
practically to direct observation, while in the case of lead isotope the 
evidence, though less direct, is very strong, and, so far as I am aware, 
is not contested by any student ox the subject. I liave said that this 
is the rate at which one gram of uranium as found in the eailh is pro- 
ducing helium and lead isotope at present. It is important to inquire 
whether one gram of uranium did the same in the past. This we can 
not, of course, determine directly. It is ceil ain that nothing we can do 
in a laboratory in the way of change of temperature and j^ressure can 
alter the rate sensibly, and enough has been done in this way to make 
it unlikely that any pressures and temperatures encountered in the 
superficial parts of the eaith could have such an effect. It lias been 
suggested by Professor Joly that the absolute age of a gram of 
uranium may affect its rate of disintegration. All possibilities should 
be considered, but this suggestion derives no support from the be- 
havior of the short-lived radioactive substances the behavior of whicli 
we can watch. 

Upon the whole, therefore, it would seem that in the disinteixra- 
tion of a gram of uranium we have a process the rate of which can ])e 
relied upon to have been the same in the past as we now observe it 
to be. 

The application is either to individual uranium minerals or to the 
earth’s crust as a whole. Taking first the minerals containing ura- 
nium, these are found in all cases to contain helium and lead. The 
helium in them, which appears to be retained inechanicallv, may safelv 
be treated as wholly a radioactive product. The lead in some cases 
conforms closely to the expected atomic weigiit of about one unit 
lower than common lead, and in such cases we may safely regard the 
whole of it as a product of uranium disintegration. 

Thus take the broggerite found in the pre-Cambrian rocks at 
Moss, Xorway. The lead in this mineral has an atomic weio-ht of 
20G.0G as determined by Hunigschmied and Fraulein St. Horovitz. 
The ratio of lead to uranium is 1 : 3. Taking the lead as all produced 
by uranium at the rate above given, v, e get an age of 925,000,000 years. 
Some minerals from other arcluean rocks in Xorway give a rather 
longer age. 

In other cases there is tome complication, owing to the fact that 
thorium is associated with uranium in the mineral and that it, too 
produces helium and an isotope of lead of atomic weiglit probablv 
208 exactly, about one unit liiglier than common lead. 
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In a third class of cases the uranium minerah pitchblende, occurs 
in a metalliferous vein, and the lead isotope produced in the mineral 
is diluted with common lead which entered into its original composi- 
tion. 

These various complications introduce a certain amount of diffi- 
culty and even ambiguity into tlie interpretation. A full discussion 
can not be given on an occasion like the present, but the complica- 
tions can not, I think, be considered to modify the broad resTilt. 

A determination of the amount of helium in minerals gives an 
alternative method of estimating geologital age; but helium, unlike 
lead, is liable to leak away, hence the estimate gives a minimum only. 
I have found in this way ages which, speaking generally, are about 
one-third of the values which estimations of lead have given, and are, 
therefore, generally confirmatory, having regard to leakage of 
helium. 

The helium method is applicable in some cases to materials found 
in the younger formations, and pro\'es tliat the ages even of these are 
to be reckoned in millions of years. Thus the helium in an Eocene 
iron ore indicated 30,000,000 years at least. 

Returning noAv lo the estimation of lead, II. N. Itussell has recently 
applied this line of reasoning to the earthi's crust as a whole. He 
takes the uranium in the earth as TXHr^^ of the whole, and the lead 
as 22X10^^^ of the whole. It is nec'es.ary to remark tliat we do not 
know veiy definitely whetlier the lead distributed in the rocks in 
small proportion and very elifiL-ult of extraction is the same mixture 
of isotope as the lead of mineral veins. IVe call the latter ^Amnirnon 
lead,'’ Init nearly all tlie lead in the earth's crust is of the former 
kind. 

Even if we did know that "‘rock lead'’ were tlie same as ^‘‘vein 
lead, ' we should still not he in a position to say what fraction of it 
was uranium-lead, as w'e do not know whether an isotope having an 
atomic weight 207 exists. If it does, obviously the problem hoAv 
much uranium-lead (atomic weight ;20G) and how much thorium-lead 
(atomic weight 208) exists in common lead (atomic ivciglit 207) be- 
comes indeterminate in the ab-ein e of further data. An analysis of 
load by positive rays ivill probably soon become feasible, and with a 
determination of tlie atomic weight of 'm^ock lead" will do mu-h to 
clear up the matter. 

If all the lead were uranium-lead, and had been generated since 
formation of the earth's crust, the time required wmuld be 11X10® 
years. This is certainly too great. Alloiving for the jirodiiction of 
some of the lead from thorium. Russell finds a period of 8X10® years 
as the upper limit. This is about six times tlie age indicated by 
the oldest indi\idual radio-active minerals that have been examined. 
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I have now traversed that part of our subject of which I feel com- 
petent to speak. The upshot is that radio-active methods of research 
indicate a moderate multiple of 1,000,000,000 years as the duration 
of the earth’s crust as suitable for the habitation of living beings, 
and that no other considerations from the side of pure physics or 
astronomy afford any definite presumption against this estimate. 

The arguments from geology and biology I must leave to our col- 
leagues from other sections. May I venture to say that I for one 
consider the topics with which they will deal as not less interesting 
and important than those which it has been my privilege to try to lay 
before you. 

By Prof. W. J. Soixas, F. R. S. 

Huxley once sagely remarked that the zoologist must take his time 
from the geological clock. The geologist is thus charged Avith a 
great responsibility which he Avould willingly share Avith the physicist 
and astronomer. One of the earliest attempts to determine the age 
of the earth by purely geological means Avas made by the late Dr. 
Samuel Haughton, who based his calculations on the rate of depo- 
sition of sediment supposed to be eAunly distributed oxer the Avhole 
floor of the ocean. This led to the conclusion that the time which 
must haAT elapsed since the first appearance of the dry land is of 
the same order of magnitude as that noAv presented for our considera- 
tion by Lord Rayleigh. 

Soon, however, it was discoATred, as a result of exploration by 
the Challenger^ that dex^osition is limited to a comparatiA^elv narrow 
belt bordering the continents— a limitation due to seATral causes, 
chief among them the fact that sediment sinks muc h more rapidly in 
salt water than fresh. On taking account of this factor Haughton’s 
period was reduced to about 100,000,000 years. At the same time a 
new method was devised by Professor Joly which depends on the rate 
at Avhich sodium is supplied to the sea, and this led to a similar re- 
sult. 

Antecedent to these attempts, another method, based on the rate 
at Avhich the earth is losing heat, had been employed by Lord Kelvin, 

and this gave at first an estimate concordant with the preceding ?*. e. 

100,000,000 years. Later, hoAA^e\Tr, this allowance Avas reduced to 
forty, or preferably to twenty, millions, and by the uncompromising 
Professor Tait to ten millions. 

These estimates proved very embarrassing to the geoloi^ists, who 
found it impossible to compress the eATnts of the earth’s history into 
so restricted an interval without unduly hurrying up the phe- 
nomena.” Lord Kelvin, howcATr, was inflexible and impressiA^ely as- 
serted that he could conceiAT of no escape from his conclusions." 
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With the discovery of radioactive elements the inconceivable hap- 
pened, and Lord Eayleigh was amongst the first to perceive that the 
rate of disintegration of uranium might be used to provide the geolo- 
gist with a trustworthy timekeeper. By his experiments and reason- 
ing he had not only enlarged our views on the duration of geological 
time, but also opened the way to other methods of investigation which 
in the hands of Professor Joly and Doctor Holmes have yielded con- 
cordant results. 

The age of the earth was thus increased from a mere score of mil- 
lions to a thousand millions and more, and the geologist who had be- 
fore been bankrupt in time now found himself suddenly transformed 
into a capitalist with more millions in the bank that he knew how to 
dispose of. 

The consequences have been far-reaching ; already some geologists, 
thus newly enriched, chief among them the brilliant Barrell, whose 
loss we still deplore, have begun to rebuild their science on a new 
and magnificent scale, while more cautious people, like myself, too 
cautious, perhaps, are anxious first of all to make sure that the new 
clock is not as much too fast as Lord Kelvin’s was too slow. Lord 
Eayleigh does not regard this as inconceivable, but as unlikely. 
Professor Joly, on the other hand, can not only conceive a source 
of error, but has obtained evidence which seems to show where it lies. 
This is furnished by a study of the well-known pleochroic haloes 
which surround minute uranium- or thorium-bearing crystals in- 
cluded in the black mica of granite. By a very elegant method of 
investigation he shows that these furnish estimates of geological time 
of the same order as those established by Lord Eayleigh and Doctoi' 
Holmes; but he does not stop there; he goes further. The haloes 
consist of a number (seven) of concentric rings due to the bombard- 
ment of the mica by the a-rays which are emitted by the uranium or 
the thorium, as the case may be, and their products of disintegration. 
The outermost of these rings is due to radium C, the innermost to 
uranium or thorium. From data provided by experiment it is possi- 
ble to calculate the dimensions of the rings, and in the haloes due to 
thoiium tlie length of the radii obtained by direct measurement 
agrees very precisely with that obtained by calculation, and this 
agreement holds, not for some of the rings only, but for all. A sim- 
ilar agreement is found for the rings of the uranium haloes with the 
remarkable exception of the innermost two, due to uranium and its 
immediate product, ionium. These are larger than they should be; 
in fact, the length of the radius of the uranium ring as actually 
observed is one-sixth longer than that predicted by calculation. 
This shows that when the haloes began to be formed— i. e., in Cale- 
donian times— the range of the a-rays emitted by the uranium-bear- 
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ing crystal ^vas greater tlian it is now. and lienee probably that a 
metope of uranium then existed with possibly very different proper- 
ties from the uranium now known to us. 

If Professor Joly’s conclusions are sound, it is clear that the ura- 
nium clock has not been keeping uniiorm time, and the change of rate 
in the disintegration of uranium is as much in ciiiestion as the age 
of the earth. The problem is a physical one, and geologists must 
leave it in the hands of the physicists while anxiously awaiting its 
solution. 

It would not be fair to end here without admitting, wdiat Prof. J. 
IV. Gregory’s remarks will sufficiently reveal, that geologists are not 
an undivided family. There are some who welcome the expansive 
vistas now opened to their view, and Barrell has already attempted 
to readjust the geological perspective. Pie pointed out how the cal- 
culations of the earth’s age, based on the thickness of deposits and 
the existing rate of deposition, as well as those based on the amount 
of sodium in the ocean, may be vitiated by a too servile interpretation 
of the doctrine of uniformity. The rate of disintegration of uranium 
may have changed, but so may the rate of denudation and deposition ; 
so far from being constant, it may liave increased with the progress 
of time, so that a foot of sediment wdiicli in the Pleistocene epoch ac- 
cumulated, according to Barrell, in the (H)iirse of :>75 years would 
have required no less than 3,700 years for its i(n*niation in the earlv 
days of the Paleozoic era. Thus at a period when the earth was more 
highly charged Avitli energy its activities Avere diminished. lYe must 
no longer picture a time AVJien the earth was ''young and wantoned 
in her prime,” but must suppose that she has exchanged the passiA^e 
indolence of youth for the fiery activity of old age. 

In support of his AueAvs Barrell pointed out that the continents of 
the present day are more elevated as a Avhole than they Avere durino- 
a great part of geological time, and that their interior is not flooded 
to so great an extent Ijy continental seas. It is doubtful, hoAvever. 
Avhether this Avould greatly aifect those estimates AAdiich have been 
based on the miximum thickness of sedimentary deposits, for this is 
only to be found in the foredeeps Avhich lay in front of mountainous 
lands and lands now Auinished from our sight. 

Barrell also laid great stress on the occurrence of gaps in the 
stratified series, unconformities, disconformities, and still smaller 
lacunse Avhich he termeil diastemata. Of the important bearing 
AAdiich unconformities must haA^e upon this discussion there can be 
no doubt. They Avere not overlooked in arriving at an estimate of 
100.000,000 years. The disconformities are only iioav beginnino* to 
receive the attention to Avhich their importance entitles them. In 
our own country Ave are familiar Avitli them in the Jurassic system, 
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but with us this system is far from attaining its maximum thick- 
ness — it does not exceed 8.000 feet — while elsewhere it is represented 
by deposits of 20.000 feel or more. The presence of numerous and 
well-marked disconformities in the British Jurassic rocks is, there- 
fore, not surprising; whether they have the same importance in 
ureas of maximum deposition has yet to be shown. 

The estimates based on the rate at which sodium is supplied by 
rivers to the sea are in remarkable agreement with those derived 
fi’om a study of stratitied deposits. The objection that most of the 
sodium in river water has been directly derived from the sea was 
rai'^^ed long ago hy Mr. Ackroyd, of Halifax, but was shoAvn on in- 
^‘Ostigation to be invalid. 

Xo importance can be attached to the salinity of the sea in the 
early part of the Cambrian epoch, for as much time or more had 
elapsed before that period as followed after it. The first era of geo- 
logical time, which luis been called the Pro t [eon, and the second, or 
Deuterjeon, are of apfiroximately equal lengtli. From what we know 
of the b(‘]iavi()r of existing marine forms when exposed to brackish 
v/ater conditions we have no reasfui to suppose that the Cambrian 
faunas could not \v\vq flourished in a sea only hiilf as salt as the exist- 
ing ocean. 

diivenile waters, often rich in sodiu.m and chlorine, no doubt con- 
tril)ute to the contents of existing rivers, but if, as seems likely, they 
furnished a larger contribution in past times, the effect would be 
to shorten instead of lengthening Professor Joly’s estimate. 

Finally, it may be pointed out that in the only instance where esti- 
mates based on the thickness of deposits can be brought into com- 
parison with a stricfer determination of time the former have been 
found in excess. This stricter determination is due to Baron de 
(leer, who. by counting the number of annual layers of sediment left 
behind by the srreat ice-sheet in its retreat, found for the duration 
rd‘ post-glacial time a period of 12,000 years, and thus shorter bv 
several thousand years than those arrived at from a study of the 
post-glacial deltas in the Swiss lakes. 

(leologists are not greatly concerned over the period which 
physicists may concede to them : they do not much care whether it is 
long or— in moderation— short, but they do desire to make reason- 
ably certain that it is one which they can safely trust before commit- 
ting themselves to the reconstruction of their science, should that 
prove to be necessary. 

By Prof. J. W. Gregory, F. R. S. 

Ihe claim that geological time must be restricted within a score, 
or a few score, million 3 "ears was regarded by most geologists with 
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incredulity, since a score million years was of little more use to 
geology than the seven days of the Pentateuch. Now that physical 
evidence allows the age of the earth to be counted by the thousand 
millibn years the problem is of less concern to the geologist, except 
from the hope that the uranium-lead ratio may fix geological dates 
in years, and from the interest of reconciling the conflicting results 
of the different methods. 

The geological estimates to which most weight has been attached 
are based on the saltness of the sea. The salinity argument has been 
widely accepted as sound in principle; the estimates varied from 
YO, 000 ,000 to 150,000,000 years, and some intermediate length was re- 
garded as inevitable. Allowances were made for various factors ; but 
they added only a few per cent to the total, and did not multiply it by 
ten or more. 

The validity of the salinity argument may be tested by two 
checks — the supply of chlorine, and the denudation required to 
account for the amount of sodium ; and as shown by Dr. A. Holmes, 
each of these indicates a much longer period than the sodium. 

The supply of chlorine in igneous rocks is quite inadequate to 
convert their sodium into chloride, ilost of the sodium chloride 
in river water is probably marine in origin, and only the sodium in 
the bicarbonate and sulphate is a fresh addition to the sea. On this 
ground the salinity estimate should be approximately doubled. 
Again, to obtain all the sodium in the sea from igneous rocks 
would involve the denudation of improbable volumes of them, and, 
at the rate usually accepted, the age of the earth should be multiplied 
three or four fold. 

The fundamental objections to the salinity argument are against 
(1) its assumption that the sea was originally fresh, which paleon- 
tological evidence renders improbable; the oldest fauna, the Cam- 
brian, has the characteristic of a marine fauna, and the contrast be- 
tween the fresh water and the marine faunas was as sharp in Paleozoic 
times as it is to-day; (2) its omission to allow for the large supplies 
of sodium chloride raised from beneath the earth’s surface bv mag- 
matic waters; (3) its assumption of uniform denudation. The earth 
has probably undergone deformations that led to alternate periods 
of quick and slow crustal movement; during the times of repose 
the surface would have been planed down and rivers would have 
become sluggish and denudation slow. As the earth is now under 
the influence of a time of quick movement, denudation is faster than 
the average. A multiplication of the earth’s age fivefold for this 
difference would not be excessive. 

During quick crustal movement volcanic action would be more 
powerful, the discharge of hydrochloric acid and sodium in hot 
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springs would be increased ; and as denudation is now acting on land 
in which sodium chloride has been produced in unusual quantities 
by volcanic action the estimated age of the earth must be again ex- 
tended. The rhythmic acceleration of geological processes lengthens 
the estimates based on sedimentation, but would affect the biological 
argument inversely, since at periods of rapid physical change bio- 
logical change would have been quickened, and thus the occasional 
abrupt introduction of a new fauna does not necessitate so long an 
interval as has been thought. 

The best-known geological estimates of the age of the earth re- 
quire to be multiplied ten or twenty fold in order to agree with the 
physical estimates, but this increase is consistent with the geological 
evidence. 

By Dr. Haeoild Jeffreys. 

The rate of denudation must have varied very considerably dur- 
ing the earth’s history, for it depends on both the height of the land 
and on the meteorological conditions, both of which have certainly 
changed very much from time to time. The consistency of the 
various geological methods among themselves does not prove that 
there has been no change in the rate of denudation, for such a 
change would affect them all in the same ratio. 

Professor Eddington’s argument shows that there must be an 
unknown source of energy in the Cepheid variables. It is possible, 
however, to infer from the condition of the earth that its own ao-e 
must be much greater than the Kelvin theory allows, and therefore 
the sun itself must have such a source of energy. The rate of increase 
of temperature downwards in the earth’s crust is the sum of three 
parts, one depending on the original temperature at the surface, 
one on the original increase of temperature downward, and one on 
the radio-active emission of heat. With the best data available, sup- 
posing the time elapsed since solidification to be 1.6X10® years, all 
the known facts regarding the earth’s thermal condition can be 
coordinated. If the age is supposed to be 1.6X10’ years, how- 
ever, the data can not be reconciled; the part of the increase of 
temperature downwards depending on the initial temperature at 
the surface is by itself greater than the present rate. 

If we force an approximate agreement by supposing that the origi- 
nal temperature was uniform and that radio-activity does not exist at 
depths greater than a kilometer, we can calculate the amount of sur- 
face compression available for mountain building, the thickness of 
the layer of the crust which has cooled considerably and therefore 
become geologically strong, and the depth to which compressive 
movements in the crust extend. In each case the results are incon- 
sistent with the geological and geodetic evidence, while the greater 
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estimate of the age of the earth agrees well. We have, in fact, the 
following comparison : 


C alcuiated. 



Assumed age of i 



earth. i 

1 

1 Actual. 


i 

; 1.6X10^ 

' 

1.6X10* 

1 


1 years. 

1 

years. ' 

1 

1 

Area compressed (km .2) 

I 49X105 ! 

5X105 

>19X105 

Greatestaeoth of considerable cooling (km.) 

300 1 

30 

100-400 

Depth of compressive movements (km.) ' 

70 1 

1 i 

i 

>10 


I do not agree with Lord Eayleigh’s suggestion that the earth must 
be becoming hotter. That hypothesis is not acceptable on cosmo- 
gonical grounds, and Doctor Holmes has shown that it is impossible 
to reconcile it with the existence of volcanic temperatures, and that 
there must be a concentration of radio-active matter in the upper 
layers of the crust. Doctor Holmes has told me privately that there 
is reason to believe that in a fluid magma the radio-active material 
will be concentrated in the upper layers on account of the volatility 
of their compounds, but I do not know whether this argument has 
been published. The numerical estimates here given rest on the sup- 
position of such a concentration. 

An alternative estimate of the age may be made from the tidal 
theory of the origin of the solar system, the only theory which is 
not unsatisfactory on dynamical grounds. The planets must, on this 
theory, have moved originally in highly eccentric orbits, and have 
had their eccentricities gradually reduced by the action of a gaseous 
resisting medium. If the density of the medium near Mercury was 
p, the time needed to reduce the eccentricity to its present value would 
be of the order of 4000/p, C. G. S. units being used. On the other 
hand^ the time it would take the medium to be dispersed bv viscosity 
and diffusion would be of the order of 16 X 10"®p. These must be 
equal; for if the former was the greater the medium would have dis- 
persed before doing the work, and if the latter was the Greater the 
medium would still be a conspicuous object. This shows that the 
time needed was of the order of 8 X 10^® sec. or 2.5 X 10® years ac^ree- 
ing with the estimate given by the uranium-lead ratios. 
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NATIONAL MUSEUM. 


By Geoege P. ^Meeettx. 


[With 20 plates.] 

INTRODUCTION. 

The Geological Department, as an integral part of the National 
Museum, dates from the appointment of Dr. George W. Halves as cu- 
rator, in 1880, after the completion of the brick building on the south 
side of the Smithsonian e:roimds, now occupied by the Department of 
Arts and Industries. Prior to this time, owing to the limited amount 
of space that could be devoted to Museum purposes in the Smith- 
sonian Building, collections were necessarily small and development 
impossible. At the time Doctor Hawes entered upon his duties as cura- 
tor, he also assumed charge of that branch of the Tenth Census relat- 
ing to the quarry industry, and to this he devoted a large share of his 
attention during the brief period of his incumbency. To the Centen- 
nial Exposition of 1876, the United States Land Office and the various 
United States geological surveys and exploring expeditions, the de- 
partment is largely indebted for whatever material it possessed prior 
to the date mentioned. Since that time the administration has under- 
gone various changes, and the entire department moved from the 
brick building on the south side of the grounds to the new granite 
Natural History Building on the north side. The present paper is 
intended as an outline guide to the colledions, and as well, to show 
the scope of the department and to what extent it is fulfilling its part 
as a Government repository for materials of scientific interest and 
value. The chief sources of its material, it may be well to add, are the 
various bureaus of the Government (particularly the United States 
Geological Survey), which by law are directed to deposit in the 
National Museum all collections ‘‘when no longer needed for investi- 
gations in progress.” 

With reference to the arrangement of the exhibits, it may be well 
to state that the space assigned to geology is not such as to make a 
strictly systematic arrangement of the collections desirable or prac- 
ticable. Certain halls are best adapted to the exhibition of a partic- 
ular class of material and quite unsuited for others. A collection 
101 2.17- -22 IS 261 
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of small objects, for instance, would be quite lost in the large main 
hall on the ground floor, although it is admirably adapted to the use 
to which it is now put — that of an exhibit of fossil vertebrates. As 
here described, the visitor enters this hall from the rotunda at its 
western end, with the side halls on the south and north devoted to 
invertebrate fossils and fossil plants. Thence one passes northward 
into the east range devoted to physical and chemical geology. Re- 
turning to the rotunda once more and proceeding to the second floor, 
the mineral collections will be found on the south side of the east 
wing and, at the east end and on the north side of this same wing, the 
collections of ores and other material of economic interest. Ex- 
pressed in tabular form, and as shown by the diagrams (fig. 1 and 2) 
the order of arrangement is as follows : 

First floor — 

Fossil invertebrates, east wing, south side. 

Fossil vertebrates, east wing, center and east end. 

Fossil plants, east wing, north side. 

Physical and chemical geology (including petrology and meteorites), east 
range. 

Second floor — 

Minerals, gems, and precious stones, east wing, south side. 

Economic geology, east wdng, east end, and north side. 

It may be well to state here, that the value of geological material 
for purposes of study and research is as a rule but slightly dependent 
upon its value for exhibition purposes. Hence it follows that a very 
considerable proportion of the collections is stored away in drawers, 
inaccessible to the general public, but available for study to any pro- 
perly accredited student. The specimens thus stored away, consti- 
tuting what is known as the study series, run numerically in hundreds 
of thousands, or even millions if the smaller invertebrate fossils are 
considered individually. Many of these are types, i, e., are the iden- 
tical specimens “ used by the author of a systematic paper, as the 
basis of detailed study, and as the foundation of a specific name.” 
As long ago as 1905 there were in the division of inveitebrate fossils 
alone some 11,490 types representing 6,100 species ^ and at the pres- 
ent time there are probably at least twice that number. Some of the 
more important of the collections in this study series are enumerated 
on pp. 269-271. 

DIVISION OF PALEONTOLOGY. 

SECTTION OF IN\TERTEBRATE FOSSILS, EAST WING, FIRST FLOOR. 

In this division the exhibits are arranged in three definite series: 
(1) a stratigraphic series, in the long continuous case aloncr the 

» See catalogue of the Type and Fierured Specimens of Fossils, Minerals, Rocks, and 
Ores in the U. S. National Museum, Bull. 53, U. S. N. M., 1005. 
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north wall; (2) a biologic series, along the south wall in separate 
cases, each of which is devoted to some special class of animals ; and 
(3) a line of large exhibits, through the center of the hall, illustrat- 
ing the various phenomena connected with the formation of strati- 
fied rocks and their contained fossils. 

Each of these three series is arranged primarily for a general 
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the benefit of the scientific visitor the technical names are intro- 
duced in a subordinate position. 

Geological fhenomena . — The line of exhibits through the center 
of the hall comprising large objects of geological and paleontological 



interest, each of which illustrates some definite chapter in the earth's 
history, will perhaps be most attractive to the majority of visitors 
(pi. 2, fig. 1) . Near the entrance, a.s an example, is a slab of Cambrian 
sandstone, mounted as it was (juarried out of the solid rock, and 
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represen.ting the solidified sand of a very ancient sea beach. Be- 
sides preserving the original ripple marks, it is crisscrossed by 
tracks not unlike those of an automobile tire but in reality repre- 
senting the impressions left upon the sea beach by a large wormlike 
animal. Following this fossil sea beach is a base containing slabs 
of shale, sandstone, and coralline limestone, each crowded with fos- 
sil remains and representing types of near-shore sedimentation. 
Nearby is a mount of conglomerate, a type of rock in which fossils 
are less often found. Each of these tells its own story. One speci- 
men, the edgevrise ’’ conglomerate, is a fragment of a formation 
‘3,000 feet thick, extending throughout the Appalachian area and 
made up of slivers of limestone standing on edge. Another has a 
(.lilferent history, as it is composed of rounded quartz boulders. A 
third contains only angular boulders of limestone forming a 
‘^breccia,” while still another is a consolidated mass of scratched 
glacial pebbles. 

Near at hand is a large slab of Devonian limestone composed 
entirely of the stems and calices of a species of gigantic fossil sea 
lily. This slab formed part of a layer outcropping along the bluffs 
of the Mississippi Eiver south of St. Louis, Mo. Passing other 
exhibits in this series, attention may be directed to a limestone slab 
of considerable size showing a stratigraphic unconformity, or ex- 
pressed otherwise, affording an actual illustration of the dividing 
line as registered in the rocks, between two great periods of the 
earth's history. Nearby are large masses of limestone showing the 
ancient plant and animal remains to which they owe their origin. 
Another large rock fragment illustrates the formation of the well- 
known fertilizer, calcium phosphate, from small phosphatic shells. 

The differences between the faunas or assemblages of animal life in 
the different geological periods is shown by two exhibits. 

The first, from the Frank Springer collection, is a fragment of a 
Cretaceous sea bottom exhibiting a colony of fossil crinoids {Uinta- 
crinus socially Grinnell). The slab (pi. 3, fig, 1) is 7 by 8 feet in di- 
ameter and is the remnant of a lenticular plate, originally upward of 
.'>0 feet in diameter, composed of the remains of a large colony of these 
free-floating organisms, which swam vigorously by means of their 
long arms. They frequently collected in dense swarms with arms and 
pinnules intertwined, and thus perished, the entangled mass sinking 
to the bottom, where, as in this case, it was flattened and embedded in 
the soft mud. With time and pressure the mass became consolidated 
into a thin plate of limestone, with the crinoids well preserved on 
the under surface. This, after being lifted out of the quarry, and 
freed from the fine adherent matrix, is now exposed to view. Nearly 
all of this colony was destroyed by erosion before its discovery, and 
the parts recovered were necessarily more or less fractured, but the 
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pieces, for the most part, are fitted together in their natural positions. 
Associated with these colonies of Vintacrinus are beds of a small 
oyster, as shown along the margin of this slab. 

Every characteristic structure of this crinoid is here illustrated by 
one or more individuals. About 350 calices are exposed upon the 
surface; 90 are in position to show the base, of which 53 are mono- 
cyclic, and 37 dicyclic. Several have the arms visible to great 
lengths, preserving the details of the delicate pinnules as perfectly 
as if freshly dredged from the sea. One shows the disk, or tegmen, 
with its black carbonaceous membrane, from which the food grooves 
pass to the outstretched arms. From other specimens, it is known 
that the arms of this species have a spread of 8 feet, being the largest 
known crinoid, fossil or recent. 

A portion of this specimen is the original of Plate VIII, of Mr. 
Springer’s memoir on Vintacrinus (Memoirs Museum Comparative 
Zoology, Harvard, vol. 35, pt. 1). 

The second is a large limestone slab of much greater geological 
antiquity, namely. Early Silurian, which consists almost entirely of 
primitive brachiopod shells and bryozoa. Again, there is a sand- 
stone slab from the Eocene formations outcropping along the Poto- 
mac River below Washington which, geologically speaking, is of 
comparatively recent age, a fact which is indicated by the very 
modern looking shells occurring in it in great abundance. Finally 
an exliibit of fossiliferous stratified rocks, limestone and interbedded 
shales, with two distinct coral reefs preserved. The mass was ob- 
tained from the rocks of the Richmond formation (uppermost part 
of “ Cincinnatian group ”) near Louisville, Ky. Its purpose is to 
show the importance of the ancient life of the globe in the formation 
of rock strata. The lowest layer of limestone is composed largely of 
fossil brachiopod shells. Next above is a layer with scattered corals 
belonging to a long-tubed species {Colvnnnaria calicina Nicholson), 
probably torn by waves from a near-by coral reef. Overlying this 
is a limestone stratum largely made up of the twiglike stems of 
stony bryozoans (Trepostomata). 

The main reef of corals is chiefly composed of the rounded heads 
of three species of honeycomb corals, some with radial partitions in 
the tubes {C olu7nnaria alveolata Goldfuss), others without such par- 
titions {Coluranaria vacua Foerste), and still others with spongv 
walls (Calapoecia ciHhriformis Nicholson). Large stems of fluted 
or nodular hydrozoans {Beatricea) are scattered among the honey- 
comb coral masses. Horn corals {Streptelasma msticum Billings) 
are to be seen in both the lower and upper coral beds. The spaces 
between the limestone layers and also between the heads of coral 
are filled with clay which contains many other examples of fossil 
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life. This clay represents the mud which was deposited on the sea 
bottom, while the limestone layers resulted from the cementation 
by calcareous matter of the remains of animal life. 

Explanatory^ labels of this as well as most of the other large ex- 
hibits of this nature, bear photographs showing the original posi- 
tion of the specimens as exposed in the field. 

Stratigraphic series , — The stratigraphic series in the long contin- 
uous case against the north wall (see right-hand side, pL 2, fig. 1) is 
especially adapted for the serious student of geology. It contains 
in the sloping portion selected series of characteristic fossils of each 
of the geologic formations, while above in the upright part is a cor- 
responding series of hand samples of the typical rocks. Explanatory 
labels are numerous, while photographs of type areas of outcrop 
and maps showing the distribution of the various formations are 
included, giving the student here in small compass as much infor- 
mation on each formation as is possible under the conditions. 

SPmcture section across continent , — Of equal or greater interest 
is the painted geological section 90 feet long above the upright case 
extending the entire length of the hall. This represents the sedi- 
mentary and igneous rocks exposed on the surface along an east- 
west line across the United States. The section does not follow a 
straight line across the continent being drawn through those areas 
where the greatest amount of geological data is available. 

Beginning at the Pacific Ocean, the line crosses the San Francisco 
peninsula and continues diagonally northeastAvard to the Sacra- 
mento Valley. This portion is based on a manuscript section made 
by Prof. A. C. Lawson, of the UniA-ersity of California. From the 
Great Valley to the southwest corner of Nevada the work of the 
U. S. Geological Survey has furnished the data. Here connection is 
made with the Avork of the survey of the Fortieth Parallel, whose 
sections through Nevada, Utah, and Wyoming are utilized. From 
the Wasatch Range the line runs north of the Uintah Moutains 
to a point north of Leidy’s Peak. Here there is a change in direc- 
tion to the southeast, and the Uintah Range is crossed diagonally, 
the line being carried across the Green RiA^er Canyon at Split 
Mountain and the western end of the Yampah Plateau. From this 
point to the Elk Mountains in Colorado the section is based on the 
work of the Hayden SurA^ey. In the Elk Mountains the United 
States Geological SurAX^y quadrangles were utilized. From the Elk 
Mountains to Pike’s Peak and eastward in Colorado, the work of 
the Hayden Survey is again the source of the data. From Pike’s 
Peak eastward to St. Louis the line is practically straight, and in 
Kansas and Missouri it is based on the work of the geological sur- 
veys of those States. From St. Louis the line is again deflected to 
the southeast, so as to make connection with the work of the U. S. 
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Geological Survey in the Appalachians of eastern Tennessee. In 
Illinois and Kentucky the work of the respective State surveys was 
used. From Tennessee through North Carolina to Pimlico Sound 
and the Atlantic Ocean, the section of W. C. Kerr of the North 
Carolina Geological Survey was followed. 

The horizontal scale is 2 miles and the vertical 4,000 feet to the 
inch. In order that the geologic structure might be better shown, 
the lower line of the section was carried 5,000 feet below sea level. 

The section is especially interesting in that it illustrates the rela- 
tion between geology and geography. For example, the low lying 
Atlantic Coastal Plain is seen to be formed of horizontal uncon- 
solidated sands and clays of comparatively recent origin ; the higher 
Piedmont Plateau is underlaid mainly by greatly contorted and 
deeply eroded igneous rocks; the Appalachian Valley is a great lime- 
stone area ; the Cumberland Plateau of horizontal sandstones, shales, 
and coal beds, forms the great Eastern coal field; the Mississippi 
Valley is composed almost entirely of horizontal Paleozoic rocks, and 
the Great Plains of Mesozoic and Cenozoic strata. It brings out 
also in strong contrast the deeply eroded Appalachian areas, where 
the old mountain ranges are worn down almost to their roots, with 
the more recently uplifted and less eroded Rocky Mountains and 
other still more recent ranges to the vrest. The Rocky Mountain and 
Great Basin areas show further numerous volcanoes which have 
broken through the greatly disturbed and uplifted strata and poured 
out great lava flows at various intervals. Faulting or dislocation of 
the strata in this area is plainly evident along the west front of the 
Wasatch Mountains in Utah, in the Basin Range Mountains, and also 
along the Coast Range of the Pacific, where occurred the renewal of 
faulting producing the San Francisco earthquake of 1906. 

Above this structure section various large fossil invertebrate ani- 
mals are mounted on the wall. Conspicuous among these are several 
exceptionally large cephalopods, ancestors of the pearly nautilus. 

Biolocjical series . — The biological series contained in special upright 
cases along the south w^all (south or left side, pi. 2, fig. 1) gives a com- 
prehensive idea of all the different types of invertebrate life of past 
ages. This exhibit is designed more especially for students and col- 
lectors. Beginning Avith the simple one-celled protozoa and proceed- 
ing with the sponges and corals through all the higher types of 
inA^ertebrate animals, one or more special cases are dcAmted to each 
of the classes. As the structure of the fossil forms is sometimes ob- 
scure, numerous drawings and photographs are introduced. Of 
exceptional interest in this series are the fossil sea lilies forming a 
part of the Frank Springer collection of echinoderms. The method 
of showing these beautiful petrified remains, which, however, are 
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animals not plants, as the poxiular names suggest, is shown in figure 2 , 
plate 3. Another striking object is the largest known Trilobite (iso- 
telus IjrachycepJuilus Foerste) found in 1919 during the work of exca- 
vating for a dam on the Ohio River near Dayton. The actual size is 
8 by 15 inches. The detail with which each class of invertebrates is 
treated is shown in the accompanying illustration of one of the two 
cases devoted to fossil brachiopods (pi. 4, fig. 2 ) . This case shows also 
the method of installation of small objects for exhibition purposes. 
The specimens are fastened to terra cotta tiles by a combination of 
plaster of Paris and liquid glue and the tiles are mounted between 
grooves on an upright or slightly sloping frame. 

Faunal exhibits . — This same series of exhibits contains two faunal 
collections, one case being devoted to the assemblage of Middle Cam- 
brian organisms so remarkably preser^*ed in the rocks that the most 
minute details of their anatomy are preserved. The specimens shown 
were discovered and collected by the secretary of the Smithsonian In- 
stitution, Dr. Charles D. Walcott. Another faunal exhibit comprises 
the Ordovician and Early Silurian fossils of southwestern Ohio. 
This area is perhaps best known to all students of the science on 
account of the abundance and perfect preservation of its invertebrate 
remains. The specimens were selected from a very large number 
forming the I. H. Harris collection. 

Only a small portion of the collection of fossil invertebrates is 
on exhibition, the remainder forming a study series distributed in 
the various offices and workrooms of the Museum under the care of 
specialists. 4 his study collection, probably the largest of its kind in 
the world, is contained in about 20,000 standard drawers, 24 by 30 
inches in size, and includes literally millions of specimens. The 
number of its type specimens can be judged from a list published in 
1905, which occupied a volume of 704 pages 5 since that time almost 
an equal number has been added. Space will not permit mention of 
more than a few of the important collections contained in this series. 
Among them are the Walcott collection of Cambrian fossils contain- 
ing the results of practically all the researches upon this group of 
strata; the Ulrich collection of Early Paleozoic fossils with its 
thousands of type specimens; the Rominger and Xettelroth collec- 
tions of Silurian and Devonian fossils; the Frank Springer collection 
of fossil echinoderms forming the most complete series of this class 
extant; the Harris collection of Ordovician and Silurian fossils - the 
Williams and the Sherwood collections, representing a lifetime of 
work on the Devonian, and numerous collections of Mesozoic fossils 
assembled by Dr. T. W. Stanton and his associates on the Geological 
Surveys; a great biological series of Tertiary molluska assembled by 
Dr. W. H. Dali ; and a similar stratigraphic series of Tertiary forma- 
tions collected by Dr. T. Wayland Vaughan and his assistants. 
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SECTION OF PALEOBOTANY (fOSSIL PLANTS), EAST WING, FIRST FLOOR, 

NORTH SIDE. 

The exhibition of fossil plants is divided into (1) a biological 
and (2) a stratigraphic series. Entering this hall from the rotunda 
(pi. 2, fig. 2), the large upright cases occupying the east end of the 
hall will be noted to contain the characteristic fossil plants of each 
geologic formation, beginning with the oldest pre-Cambrian rocks, 
in which possible plant remains are represented by graphite, and 
continuing through successively younger and younger formations 
until the present time. In this series perhaps the most interesting, 
or at least most unique, is the case devoted to the oldest known life 
consisting of the remains of algse or seaweeds. These were discov- 
ered by Dr. Charles D. Walcott in sedimentary rocks preceding the 
Paleozoic, hitherto believed to be devoid of life, and proved to be 
the secretions of calcareous seaweeds growing into coral-like plant 
masses which, by repetition in successive beds, formed thousands of 
feet of limestone. Thin sections of some of these remains have indi- 
cated the presence of bacteria at this early date in geologic history. 

The stratigraphic series also contains an exceptionally fine lot of 
large examples of Coal Measures plants, which contributed so much 
to the formation of coal beds. Among the large objects forming a 
part of this series is the base of a trunk and roots of the Carboniferous 
tree Lepidodendroii^ one of the ancestors of the present day ground 
pines or clubmosses. This specimen from the Coal Measures of Penn- 
sylvania, shows especially well the spreading roots, which were really 
underground stems adapted to growth in swampy places. On the 
wall at the west end of the hall is a portion of the trunk of this club- 
moss extending to the ceiling and showing the diamond-shaped scars 
left by the fallen leaves. These clubmosses often grew to height of 
100 feet or more. The logs and sections of tree trunks next to this 
clubmoss stump are of a silicified conifer tree from the Fossil Forest 
near Holbrook, Ariz. In these trunks the woody matter has been 
wholly replaced by silica in the form of chalcedony, jasper, and opal. 

In the wall cases along the south side of the hall the exhibits are 
arranged in biologic order, starting at the far east end with the sim- 
plest forms of seaweeds and continuing from left to right, like the 
pages of a book, until the highest forms of flowering plants, like 
those of to-day are reached. Above these cases are large drawings 
showing restorations of the landscape of each geological period. 

The amount of material available for exhibition is so large that 
only a small portion of the more showy specimens can be shown in 
the space assigned. Thus, for example, the very important Carbonif- 
erous clubmosses have to be restricted to a single case, in which the 
space is only sulRcient to illustrate with specimens the anatomy of 
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the group and its variation in structure. A similar method is fol- 
lowed for all the different groups of plants, and in many cases where 
there are recent representatives of the same group, such examples are 
introduced for comparison with the fossil forms. 

The exhibition series of fossil plants just described forms like- 
wise only a small portion of the National collection. Located on the 
floors above the exhibition halls, where they are readily available for 
study, is a reserve series contained in 9,000 standard drawers, 24 by 
30 inches in dimension. This study collection, undoubtedly the larg- 
est in the world, contains the types and figured specimens described 
in practically all of the important monographs upon the subject by 
the leading American paleobotanists Lesquereux, Newberry, Ward, 
Hollick, Knowlton, White, and Berry. It is especially rich in Ameri- 
can Coal Measures plants and includes the great Lacoe collection 
of over 100,000 specimens. 

SECTION OF ^'ERTEBEATE PALEONTOLOGY, EAST HALL, FIRST FLOOR. 

Vertebrate paleontology as a distinct section in the organization of 
the United States National Museum, has a comparative!}^ brief his- 
tory, Commencing in 1898 with the appointment of Prof. O. C. 
Marsh of Yale University, Ncay HaA^en, Conn., as honorary curator, 
a portion of the collections made by him under the auspices of the 
U. S. Geological Survey and up to that date retained by him in New 
Haven, was transferred to the Museum. Prior to this time it ap- 
pears that the Museum collections consisted of miscellaneous and 
fragmental*}^ material from various sources, but resulting principally 
from the early exploring expeditions of the Government in the West. 
Their scientific value was, however, far beyond that of the usual frag- 
mental materials, on account of the considerable number of types in- 
cluded, the Avork of the pioneer American paleontologists, Newberry, 
Leidy, and Cope. 

After the death of Professor Marsh, in 1899, the entire GoA^ernment 
portion of the collection was transferred from New Haven to the 
Museum at AVashington. It comprised six carloads of material 
brought together during the 10 years between 1882 and 1892, more 
than half of which was still in the original packing boxes as shipped 
from the field. It is this material known as the “Marsh Collection,” 
that forms a considerable bulk of the present collection of A^ertebrate 
fossils in the National Museum. 

Up to 1921, 10,500 specimens have been catalogued and it is estimat- 
ed that an equal number remain to be catalogued so that in all 
there are over 20,000 specimens in the collection. While the yearly 
list of accessions is not large there is a steady and healthy growth 
and as a whole the collection is gradually assuming a status that is 
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in keeping with the national character of the institution. The six 
principal sources of accessions are (1) purchase, of which there are 
but few, (2) transfer from other Government departments, (3) oc- 
casional collecting expeditions, (4) exchange of duplicate materials, 
(5) gift, (6) deposit. Of these numbers two and three are by all 
means of greatest importance numerically. 

The exhibition collection, begun in a modest way more than a 
quarter of a century ago by the installation of a mounted specimen 
of an Irish Elk and casts of a Glyptodon and giant sloth, now forms 
a very important part of the department of geology. It may be said 
to have had the beginning of its present development with the 
mounting of the duck-billed dinosaur {Trachodon ^ in 

1902, the second dinosaur skeleton to be mounted in the United 
States, first honoi^s having gone to Yale University, where a conn 
panion specimen was placed on exhibition the year previous. 

Since 1902, and especially since occupying improved quarters and 
more ample show space in the new Xatural History Building (pL 5). 
other skeletons have been added to the exhibition series from time to 
time, until there is now a total of 40 articulated representatives of the 
three great classes of animal-life — ^birds, reptiles, and mammals. 
These vary in size from a small horned rodent {Efigaulm hatchevL 
pi. 7, fig. 2) 12 inches in length, to the whalelike BasUo'^aunts that 
measures 55 feet over all. Numerically this number may appear small, 
but when the rarity of mountable specimens is taken into considera- 
tion and especially the great length of time required to prepare 
them, it makes a creditable shoving for the small force engaged in 
the work. 

The larger skeletons are arranged in the center of the main hall. 
In placing these more attention has been given to display and to 
their conformity to the space occupied than to any systematic 
arrangement, although the hall is roughly divided between repre- 
sentatives of the mammals and reptiles, the former predominating 
in the western half, the latter in the eastern portion. Of the larger 
specimens, those deserving especial mention are the Basilosaurus 
cetoides^ a long and slender marine mammal, which occupies a promi- 
nent place in the center of the hall opposite the entrance from the 
rotunda. The skeleton remains of tliis animal were collected by Mr 
Charles Schuchert in 1894 and 1896 from the vicinity of Cocoa, Ala. 
This constitutes the first approximately correctly assembled indi- 
vidual of this peculiar animal ever to be mounted. It may be of in- 
terest to recall the grotesque restoration by Koch which he recon- 
structed from Bamlosaurv.s bones some years ago and which w^as 
widely exhibited. This re^-toration, which Koch called Hijdrarchos. 
was made up of the bones of many individuals, and gave a very ex- 
aggerated idea of its length and proportions. 
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At either side of the Basilosaurus skeleton are exhibited fine ex- 
amples of the American mastodon {Mamiimt amevicanum) exhumed 
from peat bogs in northern Indiana and southern Michigan. The 
so-called Irish elk {Alee ejigantea), from the peat bogs of Ireland, 
with its wide-brancliing palmate horns, that have a spread of 8 feet, 
9 inches, is a striking specimen of its kind. 

Passing to the large reptilia, the most conspicuous is a mounted 
skeleton of the gigantic liorned dinosaur {Triecratops) . a creature 
with the largest head of any land animal the world has ever known. 
This skeleton is 20 feet in length and S feet in height in front of the 
hips, the skull being nearly one-third the total length of the animal. 
In addition, this skull is further characterized by the development 
of a great bony shield that overhangs the neck, and by tw^o large 
sharply pointed horns projecting forward from above the eyes with 
a third smaller one developed on the nose. The three horns sug- 
gested its name, Tr^lceratops^ meaning three-horned face. The re- 
mains of this specimen, together with many others of its kind, are 
from eastern Wyoming. While T vice tops represents the largest 
and culminating group of its race, the Bmchyccratops montanensts 
is the smallest horned dinosaur yet described and one of the earliest, 
geologically, of this peculiar group of reptiles. This skeleton, which 
is a few inches less than six feet in length, has a skull that is only 
22 inches long. Its diminutive size, as compared with the large 
Trieeratops^ is clearly indicated in plate 6, figure 2. 

In addition to the two articulated skeletons mentioned above, the 
Ceratopsia, as this grou]) of horned dinosaurs is named, is repre- 
sented by several fine skulls and numerous other portions of skele- 
tons. The scientific importance of the collection is notable because of 
the considerable number of type specimens, among which may be 
mentioned T rJf.reatop^ rnlJrornis. T. ohtu-Vis^ T. clatiis^ T. alticornts. 
and Diccrafops Jiatchei^L 

Against the north and south walls in the center of the main hall 
are two dinosaur skeletons mounted in high relief. On the south side 
is the large plant eating duck-billed T rachod on annectrns, an animal 
20 feet in length, tliat in life Avalked around largely on his strong 
liind lim})S, This came from Wyoming also and was a contemporary 
of the T rise rn fops previously mentioned. On the north side stands 
a flesh eating Ceratosaurvs iift^tcornh, a poAverful ])ut agile animal 
seventeen feet in length and 5 feet high at the hips. In life the 
<‘roature subsisted on the flesh of other animals, as indicated by the 
juAvs with strong, sharp-pointed teeth that were Avell adapted to the 
seizing of its prey and the subsequent tearing and rending of flesh. 
One of its distinctiA’c features is the presence on the nose of a single 
well-deA’eloped horn. This animal is exceeded, howeA er. in size ])y the 
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carnivorous dinosaur Antrodemus fragilis of which the Museum has 
only the skull and hind limbs as yet on exhibition. 

The armored dinosaurs are well represented by a nearly perfect 
articulated specimen {Stegosaurus stenops) exhibited as found, with 
only the superficial sandrock cut away, which is supplemented by a 
mounted skeleton and a life-sized papier -mdcKe restoration, the three 
constituting the most complete and comprehensive exhibit of this 
animal known (pi. 5, fig. 2). The one retained in the rock is of great 
scientific importance since the large bony skin plates are retained 
in sequential position and show their precise relationships to the in- 
ternal skeleton. It is the only specimen known in which these 
important features of its anatomy have been preserved. This recum- 
bent skeleton was found in Colorado, but the somewhat smaller 
mounted one is from southeastern Wyoming. Other dinosaur ex- 
hibits worthy of mention are two representatives, a large and a 
small species, of Camptosaui^s grouped in a single case (pi. 6. fig. 1). 
These are unusually complete skeletons, the bones being especially 
well preserved. 

The CamptosauTus were bipedal animals; that is, they walked 
about on their hind legs, the body being counterbalanced by the 
long tapering tail. They were plant feeders and lived in W^mming 
during the Jurassic period contemporaneous with the Stegosamms 
and Ceratosaurus previously mentioned. It is to be recalled that 
when tracks of bipedal dinosaurs Avere first discovered in the sand- 
stones of the Connecticut Valley, they were supposed to be those of 
birds, which they closely resemble. 

Fossil forms of bird life are represented by a particularly well 
mounted skeleton of the rare toothed Hesperornis (pi. 7, fig. 1) from 
the chalk beds of western Kansas, and three skeletons of the extinct 
moa, bones of which are found in the swamps of New Zealand. The 
swimming reptiles, by a skeleton of the short necked plesiosaur 
{Brochauchenius lucasi), a skeleton of the large marine reptile Tij- 
losaui^is 25 feet long (pi. 10, fig. 1), and beautiful specimens of Icli~ 
tJiyosaurus and Rhamphorhynchus from the famous lithographic 
stone quarries of Germany. 

The giant spined lizard {Dimefrodor giga.^) from the Permian 
beds of Texas (pi. 7, fig. 3) is in many respects one of the most inter- 
esting of the entire exhibit. The high dorsal crest along the back, 
formed by the elongation of the spinous processes of the vertebr{e. 
is the particularly striking feature of this animal. 

In cases along the sides of the main hall and forming alcoves at 
the eastern end of the hall are exhibited illustrations of other extinct 
faunas, or evolutionary series, sliowing the development of certain 
groups. Among them should be mentioned — (1 ) a serie- of skulls and 
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foot bones showing the development of the horse from the primitive 
Eo/iipptis to the modern living form, (2) one of the common land 
tortoise {Sti/Ie?n^s nehrasensu) showing the growth stages from the 
smallest to the large adult specimens, and (3) a collection repre- 
senting the fauna of the Pleistocene period, which immediately pre- 
ceded the present-day animals. While far from complete in its rep- 
resentation, it gives an idea of the character and kind of animals 
that lived at that time. Of special local interest are two collections 
from near-by sources. These are (1) a series of remains, chiefly 
shark and cetacean, from the Miocene formations near Chesapeake 
Beach, Md., and (2) a strikingly varied series of mammalian remains 
from a limestone cavern on the line of the Western Maryland Rail- 
way, near Cumberland. Of the first there are several almost complete 
skulls and two skeletons of the long and short snouted dolphinlike 
cetaceans: a rare and the most perfect example of the sipialodon 
yet discovered; and several representatives of the whalebone whales. 
There is also a considcra])]e series of sharks^ teeth, which are the only 
portions of these animals which are sufficiently bonelike to have been 
preserved. These fragmental remains well illustrate the character 
of the aquatic animal life during Pliocene times, when this portion 
of the Maryland coast was depressed beneath sea level. The second 
collection to which reference is made is from a limestone cavern 
which was cut through in the process of railway construction. From 
the stalagmitic and clayey matter occupying the bottom of this cave 
there were secured more or less fragmentary bones and skeletons of 
between 40 and 50 species of mammals, ranging in size from that 
of a small bat to an elephant. Among these are many identified with 
forms now living, but others extinct and of a type not now inhabit- 
ing North America. There are included in the collection remains 
of bats, mice, wood rats, rabbits, porcupines, wmodchucks, slamks. 
weasels, martens, badgers, mountain lions, lynxes, wolverines, bears, 
peccaries of a species much larger than any now living, tapirs, horses, 
and antelope, the nearest living representative of which is an African 
species, and mastodons. The assemblage of so numerous and varied 
a series in one common burying ground can seemingly be accounted 
for only on the supposition that this cave at some earlier period was 
connected with the surface by a sink hole through which poured a 
stream of water carrying the carcasses of dead animals which had, 
perhaps, been drowned duiung a period of flood. The collection, 
only a few examples of which can be exhibited, is of exceptional 
interest in that it shows the changes which have taken place in the 
character of the animal life witliin a very recent period. Other 
objects of interest in this hall are the peccary (Platygonw') . bear 
{Ursus)^ wolverine and wolf {Conh)^ together wdth skulls 

representing several species each of the extinct bison, muskox, horse, 
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and mammoth. Other cases are devoted to the Tertiary life of the 
continent. The fossil rhinoceroses are represented by numerous 
skulls and jaws and two mounted skeletons. The short- legged form 
{Teleoceras fossiger) from Kansas and Diceratherhirn coohi from 
western Xebraska are notable examples of their kind. 

The collection of Titanotherium remains is probably the most 
ambitious display of this great group of extinct mammals ever at- 
tempted. Twenty-two selected skulls, representing 6 genera and 
20 species, together with a mounted skeleton of Brontotherhim 
hatcher} makes an exhibit of exceptional merit (pi. 8, fig. 2). 

division of physical and che^iical geology, 
section op systematic geologt, east range, first floor. 

In this division attention is given to the bringing together and, 
so far as is practicable, preparing an exhibit of materials bearing 
upon the history of the earth in its cosmical aspect and illustrative of 
its composition and structure. It begins with a series, showing so 
far as their nature will permit, (1) the chemical elements consti- 
tuting rocks, (2) the minerals constituting rocks, (3) the physical 
properties of rocks as structure, color and fracture, and (4) the 
kinds of rocks (Petrology). (See pi. 10, fig. 2.) 

(1) Chemical elements. — Although there are some SO known ele- 
ments, but 16 occur in any great abundance or form more than an 
extremely small portion of the earth's crust. These 16, exhibited 
and arranged according to their chemical properties and in the order 
of their abundance, are as follows: 


Metalloids : 

1 Metals ; 

Oxygon, 

i Alnminum. 

Sili'^on. 

! Calcium. 

Carbon. 

1 Ma;mesitim 

Snlphnr. 

i T*ota.«siiim. 

Ttydnff^on. 

! Soilium. 

Chlorine. 

I Iron. 

Pho>[>horns. 

1 Mangane^t*. 

riuoriiie. 

1 Barium. 


(2) The minerals ronsilfnfing y^ocks , — This series represents the 
various compounds of the elements mentioned above in the form 
of recognized mineral types, only such lacing shown as are com- 
moidy found in the form of mineral aggregates to which the term 
rock is applied. As exhibited they are divided into prinuii’y. sec- 
ondary, and a( cosorv, according as they are products of tlie first 
consolidarion of tbie rock mass, or due to secondary changes, or are 
accidental constituents. 

(3) The, Physical and Chemical Properties of Rochs. — Selected 
specimens illustrating structure— the manner in which their various 
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constituent pares are grouped together — the specific gravity, the 
chemical composition, color, and fracture, and manner of breaking of 
rocks, each feature of which is illustrated by one or more specimens. 
It is common to divide these structural features into two classes ac- 
cording as to whether or not they are visible by the unaided eye or 
only by a magnifying power. The first are known as the macroscopic 
or megascopic, the second the microscopic structures. The micro- 
scopic structures are made visible by means of thin sections suffi- 
ciently transparent to be studied under the microscope. A series of 
these sections is shown, and also, in the transparencies in the win- 
dows, the appearance of certain portions as seen under a high 
magnifying power. 

Other series illustrate the specific gravity, chemical composition, 
and color of rocks, and, so far as possible, explain the agencies to 
which these characteristics are due. 

(4) The Kmds of Rocks {Fetrology') . — These preliminary series 
are followed by one much more extensive, including all the more im- 
portant types of rock masses. These are shown mainly in the form of 
what are known as hand specimens, approximately 3 bv 4 inches in 
diameter, and 1 to 14 inches in thickness. They are grouped under 
four main heads, the distinctions being based upon their origin and 
structure. Each of the main divisions is again divided into groups or 
families, the distinctions being based mainly upon mineral and 
chemical composition, structure, and mode of occurrence. The col- 
lection as at present exhibited comprises some 1,700 specimens, 
grouped as follows : 

I. Aqueous rocks, — Kocks formed mainly through the agency of 
water as (<7) chemical precipitates or as (&) sedimentary beds. Hav- 
ing one or more essential constituents ; in structure laminated or 
bedded: crystalline, colloidal or fragmental, never glassv. 

II. Aeolian rocks. — Eocks formed from wind-drifted materials. 
In structure irregularly bedded : fragmental. 

III. MetainorpMc rocks. — Eocks changed from their original con- 
dition through dynamic or chemical agencies, and which may have 
been in part of aqueous and in part of igneous origin, having one or 
many essential constituents. In structure bedded, schistose, or 
foliated. 

IV. Igneous rocks— Emptive. —'Rocks which have been brought 
up from below in a molten condition, and which owe their present 
structural peculiarities to variations in conditions of solidification 
and composition, having, as a rule, two or more essential constitu- 
ents. In structure massive, crystalline, felsitic or glassy, or, in cer- 
tain altered forms, colloidal. 

101257—22 19 
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For the purpose of further elucidation, there are arranged in 
cases on the east side of the hall several series of the same mate- 
rials as the last, but in larger sizes, and so far as possible or desir- 
able in the actual condition in which they were found, the idea being 
to illustrate by specimens the results of sundry geological processes, 
as solution and deposition, vulcanism, rock weathering, etc. The 
descriptive matter below is in part a transcript of labels, interspersed 
with references to particular specimens. 

LIWESTONE CAVERNS AND ASSOCIATED PHENOMENA. 

The series of objects included in this exhibit are designed to show, 
either by actual specimens or illustrations, the various stages in the 
history of a limestone cave. To this end are shown: (1) A theo- 
retical sketch showing the mode of formation by solvent action of 
water. (2) Actual plans and sections of raves. (3) Cave interiors; 
shown by photographs and drawings. (4) As supplementary to the 
above, a series of cave deposits (stalactites, stalagmites, etc.) (pi. 
11, fig. 3). These in part are cut and polished to show color and 
structural variations. (5) The possible economy of caves, shown by 
blocks of cave marble, nitrous earths, and other salts. (6) Cave 
life, shown by insects, blind fish, crayfish, bats, etc. (7) The occu- 
pancy of caves by human beings as temporary dwellings : shown by 
illustrations and specimens of bone breccia and implements of 
human workmanship found in caves. Of particular note in the 
exhibits are the large stalagmitic and stalactitic forms from Luray, 
Ya., and the complete section, as formed l\v nature, from the 
Marengo Cave in Indiana (pi. 11, fig. 2). This bears the following 
legend : 

SFrrrox of :\rARExr,o Oavt:. 

Ma7?engo, Indiana. 60,634. 

The stalactites and stnlatriuites are in their orijjinal position 
as formed in the cave. The longer ones had united at the ends 
and it was necessary to saw them apart before removing. 

The smaller stalactites were removed separately, it being 
found impossible to cut away the material of the roof with the 
stalactites attached. Hence, while their position is not abso- 
lutely as formed, it is sufficiently accurate for all practical 
purposes. The section illustrates a common but easily ex- 
plained phenomena in caves: That stalactitic growths of con- 
siderable size are often produced without corresponding 
stalagmites. The converse of this is also true. The expla- 
nation is found in the fact that owing to conditions of evapora- 
tion, all the lime is deposited either before or after dropping 
from the pendant stalactite, instead of being nearly equally 
divided between stalactite and stalagmite, as is frequently 
the case. 
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Attention may also be called to the peculiar curved and distorted 
stalactitic forms from this same cavern and the fluted and otherwise 
corroded blocks of limestone illustrating the solvent action of car- 
bonated waters in the formation of caves. The bottle and wineglass 
coated with the calcareous deposit illustrate the comparative rapidity 
with which the deposition may take place under favorable conditions, 
while the mummified rat testifies to the dryness of the older portions 
of caves like Mammoth and Marengo, where solution and refilling 
processes have practically ceased. 

Following this somewhat extended series are two cases likewise 
filled with products of water solution and deposition, but of a some- 
what different nature. The more striking are the mushroom-shaped 
tufas formed through the gradual evaporation of the calcareous 
waters of Pj^ramid Lake in Nevada, and the trunklike chalcedonic 
forms lined with crystalline quartz or calcite from southeastern 
Wyoming. 

VOLCANOES AND VOLCANIC PHENOMENA. 

The collections are designed to show by means of maps, models, 
illustrations, and actual specimens as much regarding volcanoes in 
their active and incipient stages as space will permit. 

The general scope of the exhibit is as below : 

(1) Volcanic products, shown by specimens selected to 
illustrate (a) characteristic forms of lava, as slaggy, pumi- 
ceous, glassy, compact, columnar; volcanic bombs, lapilli, 
sand, dust, etc.; (5) kinds of lava, both ancient and 
modern; ((?) kinds ejected by the same volcano at different 
periods of eruption ; {d) chemical products. 

(2) Specimens showing contact phenomena and secondary 
minerals. 

(3) The economy of volcanoes and allied phenomena, 
shown by chemical products, as sulphur and other sublima- 
tion products, pozzuolana, building stone (lavas and tuffs), 
travertines. 

The most striking of the objects in this exhibit are the pumiceous 
(bread crust) bombs from Lipari ; the stalactitic lavas and Pele’s hair 
from the Hawaiian volcanoes; the large masses of obsidian and 
pumice from the Yellowstone Park and Mono Crater, and the basaltic 
columns from Ehenish Prussia (pi. 12, fig. 2) . 

THE YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK EXHIBIT. 

The Yellowstone National Park, situated in the extreme northwest- 
ern portion of Wyoming, comprises an area of 2,142,720 acres. The 
central portion is essentially a broad, elevated plateau between 7,000 
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and 8,500 feet above sea level. (See pi. 14.) In addition to the 
wonderful scenic effect consequent to these altitudes, the park owes 
much of its interest to the evidence of recent and dying volcanism, as 
displayed in its hot springs and geysers, lava flows, fossil forests, and 
associated phenomena. The collection shows by means of the relief 
map, specimens, and photographs, including transparencies in the 
windows, such examples of the pai’k phenomena as lend themselves to 
display. The material has been acquired through many sources. 
The IT. S. Geological Surveys, Supt. P. W. Norris, in 1881, and Sec- 
retary and Mrs. Walcott in 1915, collected a considerable part of the 
quartz gi'oups and sinters. Of particular interest are the siliceous 
geyser cone and the large fungoid-shaped siliceous sinters, the basaltic 
column, silicified woods, and masses of quartz (sometimes amethys- 
tine) and chalcedony. 

CONCRETIONS AND SEGREGATIONS. 

The exhibit includes a series of more or less spherical bodies which 
owe their forms in part to physical and in part to chemical agencies. 
These are commonly known as concretions, though in many instances 
the word segregation is more nearly applicable. Indeed, in some in- 
stances neither term is strictly correct, since the concretionary struc- 
ture is wholly simulated. 

In the arrangement of the collection the following scheme of clas- 
sification has been adopted : 

I. Concretionary form due to crystallization from a mol- 
ten magma. Examples, the concretionary or spherulitic 
granites from Finland and Sweden (pL 15, fig. 2). 

II. Concretionary form due to precipitation from solu- 
tion, wdth or without crystallization. Examples, large sep- 
tarian nodules and chert-concretions in limestone. 

III. Concretionary form due to segregation of solid parti- 
cles, with or without a cement or binding constituent. Ex- 
amples, the clay concretions from the Connecticut Eiver. 

IV. Concretionary form due to weathering and cemen- 
tation; secondary. Example, the concretions of ferrugin- 
ous sand from INIaryland. 

V. Concretionary form due to local cementation of beds 
and subsequent weathering away of uncemented portions; 
pseudo-concretions. Examples, the large spherical sand- 
stone forms from the Cannon Ball River. 

\T1INS AND DIKES. 

The term vein is commonly applied to fractures in rock masses 
which have become filled with secondary minerals deposited from 
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solution, 'svliile the term dike refers to intrusions of igneous matter 
into like preexisting cavities, or fractures, in the older rocks. The 
distinction between the two is not always apparent inasmuch as it 
is impossible in all cases to distinguish between a condition of 
solution and igneous fluidity. The pegmatite intrusions mentioned 
later are good examples of this feature. Both veins and dikes usu- 
ally possess length greatly in excess of breadth, and of the two the 
dikes are the much more important as geological bodies, but of 
less importance as bearers of interesting minerals and ores. Among 
the more interesting objects in this collection are the veins of abesti- 
form serpentine from Tlietford, Canada ; the banded gold and silver- 
bearing vein from the Kico district, Colorado; the diabase dikes 
in granite from Xor'way, iMe. ; and the small filamentous dikes from 
a boulder at St. Elizabeth, Me., illustrating the extreme fluidity of 
the magma. 

Contact metamoriiiiisin . — The intrusion of a quantity of molten 
material into older rock masses often l)rings about a small amount 
of change, called contact metamorpliism. Various phases of this 
are shown in specimens of altered limestone ejected by the volcano 
of Vesuvius, and limestone crystallized at contact with a trap dike 
from Tliomaston, Me. 

Metasomatosis , — The form of metamorphism known as metasoma- 
tosis is illustrated in the series showing the derivation of serpen- 
tine from a lime-magnesian pyroxene from Montville, N. J. In 
the large mass shown, the gray core of pyroxene may be observed 
covered v»ith a thin crust of serpentine and traversed by large and 
small veins of the same substance, the process having been arrested 
before completion. In some instances the calcium set free has 
crystallized out in the form of calcite of a Vvdiite or blue-gray 
tint. The exteriors of many of the nodules are often grooved 
and striated like glacial boulders, owing to expansion and conse- 
quent crowding in the process of hydration. 

ROCK WEATHERING AND SOIL FORMATION. 

The processes involved in the breaking down of rock masses, 
and their reduction to the condition of soils, are in part physi- 
cal, and in part cliemical. The physical processes are chiefly those 
of expansion and contraction caused by heat and cold: the chemi- 
cal largely those of solution and hydration from atmospheric 
waters. Other processes involving oxidation and formation of new 
compounds may go on conjointly, but with the exception of the 
hrst named the results are not of such a nature as to lend them- 
selves readily to exhibition. 

The following series show the various transition stages from 
rock to the pulverulent material, ordinarily designated soil: (1) 
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Granite gneiss. District of Columbia; (2) granite, Stone Mountain, 
Georgia; (3) nephelin syenites, Arkansas; (4) diorite from Vir- 
ginia; (5) diabase from Massachusetts; (6) dolomite from South 
Dover, N. Y. ; (7) limestone from Maryland and Virginia; and 
(8) slate from Maryland. Attention may be called to the fer- 
ruginous clay representing the ultimate products of decomposition 
of rocks of nearly every type regardless of original composition. 
A series of typical examples of the East Indian laterites is of in- 
terest in this connection. A series of pegmatites from Blanford, 
Mass., well illustrates the origin of kaolin through feldspathic de- 
composition. Characteristic boulders of exfoliation are shown in 
diabase from Massachusetts and Virginia. A strikingly peculiar 
form of weathering is displayed by a large block of siliceous 
comglomerate from Wise County, Va. The block consists of water- 
worn pebbles of white quartz embedded in a finer ground of com- 
pact siliceous sand. The block was taken from the immediate 
surface and wherever the quartz pebbles projected so as to expose 
them to the weather, it will be observed they are more or less cor- 
roded and in some cases entirely eaten away. Wliere the pebbles 
lie beneath the surface they have escaped corrosion. The cause of the 
phenomena is not apparent, but it is probably both physical and 
chemical in its nature. 

Examples of unequal and uneven weathering due to inequalities 
in composition are shown in the schist traversed by small quartz 
veins from Khode Island. The quartz being most refractory stands 
out in relief as the softer portions weather awav. The eroding 
action of wind-blown sand is shown in beautifully polished “sand 
blasted’’ masses of quartzite from Minnesota, in the irregularly 
and sometimes grotesquely carved sandstone from various points 
in the West, the carved pebbles (“dreikante”) from several sea 
beaches, and a window pane from a lighthouse at Yauset, Mass., 
etched by wind-blown sand during a storm of but a few hours. 

Illustrative of special phases of weathering, attention may be 
called to the thin sheets of granite and porphyiy flaked off from the 
Diain ledges through expansion and contraction caused by natural 
changes of temperature. The more striking examples are from 
Ellsmere Land and Mount Kineo, ile. 

A large block of sandstone from Arkansas shows induration along 
joint planes due to a segregation of iron oxide, the oxidation being 
brought about by the percolation of water along the joints. The 
intervening material being roblied of its cementing constituent crum- 
bles away under the influence of the weather, leaving the hollows. 
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GLACIERS AND GLACIAL PHENOMENA. 

The general plan of this exhibit is as follows : 

I. Views illustrating living glaciers, icebergs, etc. 

II. Helief map of the United States showing the ice 
sheet of the glacial epoch in its lobate stage. 

III. Illustrations of glacial phenomena (pis. 12 and 13). 
lY. Specimens illustrative of the transporting and erod- 
ing power of glaciers. 

V. The possible economy of glaciers as illustrated in the 
utilization of glacial materials, clays, etc., and the stripping 
of rock masses of their decomposition products, rendering 
sound material available for quarrying. 

YI. The destructive effects of glaciation, as illustrated by 
fields covered ])y drift boulders and otlier glacial debris: 
the stripping of the surface of soils, and the burial of 
forests. 

Among the drifted materials are boulders from various altitudes 
up to within a few feet of the summit on Mount Washington. These 
were all foreign to the mountain, and their presence fixes the min- 
imum thickness of the ice sheet, at this point, at 6,000 feet. 

There are other series of drift boulders of which the parent ledge 
is kiiowiL such as the peridotite from Cumberland. E. I., the jasper 
conglomerate from Leroy Township, Ca.nada, and the native copper 
from Lake Superior. Examples of the latter are shown which were 
found as far to the south as Oxford. Ind., and of the conglomerate 
at various distances up to 600 miles from their source. 

The relief map mentioned (pi. 14) which was originally prepared 
for the World’s Columbian Exposition at Chicago in 1893, bears the 
following explanatory label : 

Model OF the United States 

showing the theoretical restoration of the Ancient Ice-sheet at 
the stage of tlie Glacial Period following the Main Silt 
Ertoch. Constructed from data furnished by T. C. Chamber- 
lin and associates of the U. S. Geological Survey; the outline 
of the ice follows the outer terminal moraine next north of 
the main silt deposits, and probably does not represent a 
strictly synchronous stage throughout, as later advances of 
the ice at some points overrode earlier ones, making it difficult 
to trace a perfectly synchronous line. The slope of the sur- 
face of the ice is based on an adaption of that of Greenland, 
as given by Nansen. 

The scale of the model is 1 inch to 40 miles. It shows 
the correct curvature at sea level, and is a section of a globe 
16^ feet in diameter ; elevation and depression above and 
below sea level exaggerated live times. 
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THE MECHANICAL ACTION OF WAVES IN BREAKING DOWN ROCKY CLIFFS 
AND THE FORMATION OF PEBBLES. 

The exhibit begins with characteristic slabs of a schist with in- 
cluded quartz veins from the coast of Cape Elizabeth, Me. The 
continual hammering of the waves causes the schist to slowly dis- 
integrate and fall to the foot of the cliff. The quartz veins being 
the hardest and toughest remain intact to the last, as shown in one 
of the larger specimens (3G03G). Once at the foot of tlie cliff, the 
fragments are alternately thrown upon the beach and dragged back 
into the sea by each successive wave and its return undertow, until 
gradually reduced to the pebble form. Ail stages in the process 
are shown, from the angular fragment as it fell from the cliff to 
the resultant oval pebbles. It will be observed that owing to the 
fissile nature of the schist (7005G) its pebbles are always in the 
form of a greatly flattened oval, while those of the quartz (70055) 
are more nearly spherical. At the end of the series is a coarse sand 
composed of fragments of schist, quartz, and shells, and which was 
obtained at low tide further out from the shore. 

This exhibit is accompanied by one designed to sliow tlie manner 
in which sedimentary materials are derived through the breaking 
down of rock masses through the ordinary pro. esses of weathering. 
For this purpose the granitic rock of Kock Creek Valley in Washing- 
ton has been selected. The exhibit begins with (1) a sample of fresh 
granite, (2) one of partially decomposed granite, and (3) a jar of 
the material decomposed to the condition of a coarse granitic soil. 
The eight succeeding jars contain an amount of soil equal to that in 
the large jar, which has been separated into portions of fairly uni- 
form sizes Iw sifting and washing. The individual labels give the 
percentage amounts of the various portions as compared with that 
in the larger jar. 

Attention is called to the fact that, by the consolidation of such 
sediments, there might be formed a series of clastic rocks ranging 
from coarse to fine, which would be classified as conglomerates and 
breccias, coarse and fine sandstones, shales and argillites. 

FAULTS, FOLDS, ETO. 

Effects of earth stresses , — Eock masses subjected to great compres- 
sive force or tension are sometimes distorted, crushed, or faulted in 
a very striking manner and on a scale such as can not be shown other 
than by photographs or other form of illustration. FrequentW. 
however, blocks of a size suitable to museum exhibition are found. 
Such are exhibited here. Attention need lie called to the folded 
jaspery hematite, (Spec. Xo. 702GG), from Ishpeiuing. IMich., and 
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the tinely contorted shale (Nos. 83S62 and t553j) from Maryland. 
In cases where the earth stresses have been sufficiently great, or the 
rocks through composition or lack of load were too brittle, crush- 
ing and fracturing with more or less displacement ensued, produc- 
ing what are known as faults. In some instances the amount of 
displacement was so sligiit that examples can be shown by speci- 
mens as in the faulted sandstone from South Dakota or the gneiss 
from Montana. The slate showing cleavage and faulting (fig. 3, 
pi. 12) is especially instructive. 

METEORITES. 

The collection of meteorites, occupying special bases and cases 
in the center and on the west side of the hall, comprise the C. U. 
Shepard collection, numbering 234 falls and finds, and that of tlie 
jiuscum proper numbering 407 falls and finds. The collections par- 
tially duplicate one another, but collectively represent 496 independ- 
ent falls and finds. 

Below is a transcript of the general label accompanying the col- 
lection ; 

Mkiixuiitls : Sky Siokks. 

The term meteorite is applieil to those lio^lies of stone or 
metal M^hich occasionally fall to the earth from space. Such 
are composed sometimes almost vrholly of metal or, aLciin, 
of stony matter, with many intcr^radutions. The metal is 
mainly iron alloyed with nickel and cobalt ; the stony matter 
mainly olivine and pyroxene with more rarely feldspar and 
free silica in the form known as asmanite. Other minerals 
in minor proportions are the phosphide of iron, schreibersite 
(rhabdite) : the oxitle of ir<'n and chromium, chromite; the 
sulphides of iron, troilite or pyrrhotite ; the chloride of iron, 
lawrencite : the last named, on account of its ready oxidation 
in a moist almosidiere, producing the rusty appearance and 
even disintegration of many meteorites and necessitating 
their preservation in a petroleum distillate or other medium. 
According to the proportional quantities of the metallic and 
silicate constituents, the meteorites fall into three general 
groups, with intermediate gradations. Tue^e three are (1) 

Meteoric irons, or siderites; (II) meteoric stony irons, or 
siderolites; and (III) meteoric stone.s, or aerolites. Sub- 
divisions of these groups are based on minor distim IImiis. 

The exhibition begins with iin introductory series showing each 
of the principal types, and examples of etched irons with Widman- 
statten figures and other markings : there are also separations of troilite 
nodules, chondrnles, schreibersite. cohenite, carbon, etc. Through the 
center of the hall are displayed on special ba-ses (pi. 15, fig. 1) the 
larger metallic ma.sses of Tiic.son, Casas Crandes, Canon Diablo, and 
Owens \ alley, while in special cases between the columns are the 
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systematic collections arranged according to the generally accepted 
classification. Among the stony irons (Pallasites) attention may be 
called to that from Mount Vernon, Ky., and of the stones, the coarse 
breccia from Cumberland Falls in the same State and to the chon- 
dritic types from Allegan, Mich., and New Concord, Ohio.^ 

In the introductory cases are included also examples of the so- 
called tektites (billitonites, australites, moldavites, etc.) considered 
by some as of probably meteoric origin. 

THE GRANITE PEGMATITES AND THEIR ASSOCIATED MINERALS. 

The peculiar structural phase of granite known as pegmatite or 
sometimes graphic granite, is of both great scientific and economic 
interest on account of the minerals it carries, either accessoiy or as 
essential constituents. The two essential constituents, feldspar and 
mica, are of greatest economic importance. The accessory gem 
minerals are beryls and tourmalines, but numerous other interest- 
ing forms occur making the pegmatites a favorite hunting ground for 
the mineral collector. The collections exhibited are designed to show 
their general character and mineral associations. 

The eastern pegmatites, and particularly those of Maine, are noted 
for their green tourmalines, aquamarines, and blue apatites. The Cali- 
fornian pegmatites owe their great popular interest to the two gem 
minerals, kunzite and pink tourmaline. These occur in pockets or 
cavities, filled with other fragmental and decomposed material. As 
arranged a quantity of clastic material is shown as taken from the 
ground, and then the same amount separated into its component 
parts, of quartz fragments, feldspar, Imnzite, tourmaline, etc. Both 
of these collections are described in detail in the catalogue of the 
Isaac Lea collections of gems and precious stones (Bull. 118 , IT. S. 
N. il.) and need no further consideration here. 

MISCELLANEOUS AND MINOR EXHIBITS. 

IiN ltd five forms . — The forms assumed by inorganic matter some- 
times so closely resemble those that are organic or of artificial 
origin as to be quite misleading, or at least (*reate a feeling of doubt 
in the minds of those who have not given the subject special atten- 
tion. The collection here brought together is designed to show some 
of these forms and to explain, so far as possible, their true nature. 
The dentritic deposits of manganese oxide so often mistaken for 
“ fossil moss ” and ferns, vesicular furnace slag supposed to be wasp 
nests, the coral thought to be honeycomb, and other more or less 
imitative forms are here shown. 

= For details of this collection, up to date of publication, see Bull. 94, U. S. Nat. 
Museum, 1916. 
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Effects of lightning, — Lightning striking in loose sand often so 
fuses the material in the immediate vicinity of its path as to form 
irregular tubes rough on the outside, but smooth and glassy within. 
These are called fulgurites; they may vary from a few inches to 
many feet in length, but are too brittle for preservation in any but 
short sections. Lightning striking on firm rock may melt it on the 
immediate surface or even bore small holes entirely through it, as 
in the samples from the Elk Mountains of Colorado and Mount 
Ararat, Armenia. 

The transporting poioer of wind and ocean currents, — This is 
shown by a series of jars containing wind-transported material like 
volcanic dust from Krakatoa and other localities, and loess deposits 
from the United States and China, 

Mud and ripple marks, — Mud and ripple markings made during 
deposition of sediment in shallow waters, and mud cracks due to 
shrinkage on drying are shown on large slabs of sandstone and 
quartzite from Ohio, New York, and Pennsylvania. 

Sedimentation on sea 'bottoms, — This is shown by samples of 
dredgings from various oceanic depths. Of particular interest is a 
series of separations into their component parts of soundings in the 
Pacific Ocean by the U. S. steamship Nero, 

Collection illustrating the geology and minerology of the District 
of Columbia, — The areas occupied by the various geological forma- 
tions, crystalline and fragmental, are shown by a relief map. The 
region, as a whole, is very poor in rock types, minerals, or fossils. 
What few minerals are found occur almost wholly in the crystalline 
rocks of the northwest section. The collection shows all the forms 
thus far discovered. 

HISTORY OF AMERICAK GEOLOGY. 

In the aisle at the end of the hall are two flat cases containing 
collections relating to the history of American geology, and including 
portraits of the early workers and copies of their published works. 

Reserve or study series, — During the work of the various govern- 
mental surveys, and to a less extent State and private surveys, there 
have accumulated and been assigned for preservation in the National 
Museum a very large number of collections of rocks and ores which 
are grouped in part under kinds, but to a large extent preserved as 
collections representing the studies of particular areas, the results of 
which have been published in detail. These are not on exhibition, 
but constitute the reserve or study series referred to elsewhere. 

The following list includes some of the more important of these 
collections : 

Anthracite-Crested Butte quadrangle, Colorado, Folio 9, U. S. Geol. Survey. 
Apishapa quadrangle, Colorado, Folio 186, U. S. Geol. Survey. 
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Aspen, Colo.. ^Monograph 81, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Austin quadrangle, Texris, Folio 70, U, S. Geol. Survey. 

Bear Paw Mountains, Mont., American Journal Science, 1S9G. 

Bentley district, Arijjona, Bull. 5S0-D, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Biclwell Bar quadrangle, California, Folio 43, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Big Belt Mountains, Mont. 

Bighorn Mountains, Wyo., U. S. Geol. Survey, Prof. Paper 51. 

Big Trees quadrangle, California, Folio 51, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Bisbee quadrangle, Arizona, Folio 112, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Bitterroot ^Mountains, Idaho, U. S. Geol. Survey, Prof. Paper 27. 

Blue Moiintaiiis, Greg., 22iid Aun. Itep. U. S. Geol. Survey, pt. 2. 

Bohemia district. Oregon, 20tli Annual Report U. S. Geol. Survey, part 3. 

Boise quadrangle, Idaho, Folio 45, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Boston Basin, Mass., Geol. of Boston Basin, 1S03. 

Boulder, Mont., 21st Annual Report, F. S. Geol. Survey, part 2. 

Bradshaw Mountains, quadrangle, Arizona, Folio 120. W S. Geol. Survey. 
Breckenridge district, Colorado, I^ S. Geol. Survey, Prof. Paj^er No. 75. 

Bullfrog district, Nevada, Bull. V. S. Geol. Survey, No. 407. 

Butte district, Montana, Folio 3S, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Castle Mountain, Mont., Bull. 130, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Central City, Colo. 

Chico are.!, Carfornia, 17th Annual Report, U. S. Geol. Survey, part 1. 

Old mining district. North Cai'olina, Bull. 22. N. C. Geol. Sur\oy. 

Cinnabar deposits, Idaho and Montana, Bull. 384, U. S. Geol. Survey, 

Clifton quadrangle, Arizona. Folio 120, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Coeur d’Alene district, Idaho, Prof. Paper 82, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Colorado Springs, quadrangle, Colorado, Folio 203, U. S. Geol. Survey. 
Colville Reservation, Wash., Bull, 077. U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Contact and Jarbidge districts, Nevada, Bull. 407, V. S. Geol. Survey. 

Crater Lake, Oreg., Prof. Paper 3, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Oipple Creek, Colo., 10th Annual Report, U. S. (teol. Survey and I’rof. Paper 54. 
Custer County, Colo., 17tli Annual Report, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Dan River coal field. North Carolina, Bull. 471-B, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Darwin tlistriet, California, Bull. .5S0-A, U. S. Ge<d. Survey. 

Davidson County, N. C., (see Cid INIining Dist.). 

Delamar, Idaho (see Silver City). 

Deining quadrangle. New Mexico, Folio 207, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Denver Basin, Colo., Monograph 27, U. S. Geol, Survey. 

Dillon, Mont., Bull. 574, U. S. Geol. Suivey. 

Downieville quadrangle, California. Folio 37. U. S. Geol. Survey. 

K.astport qinnlraiigle, iMaine, Folio 192, U. S.^(;eo!. Survey. 

Klkhorn district, Montana, 22d Annual Report, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Ellensburg quadrangle, Washington, Folio 86, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Ellijay quadrangle, Georgia, North Carolina, Teniies>ee, Fnli,> IS7. \\ s Geol. 
Survey. 

Elliott Comity, Ky., Bull. 3S, I". S. Geol. Survey. 

Elliston phosphate field, Montana. 

Encampment Special, Wyo., Prof. Paper 25, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Engineer M<mntaiii <iiia'lrangle, h’olorado, lllio 171, D, S. Geol. Snr'ey. 

Eiirekji district, Nevada, Monograph 20 and 3d Annual Report, F. S. Geol. 
Survey. 

Flathead Indian Reservation, Mont. 

Fort Benton quadramrle, Montana, Folio 55, F. S. Geol. Survey. 
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Fortietli parallel Survey, vol. 6. 

Georgetown, Colo.. Prof. Paper, U. S. Geol, Survey Xo. 63. 

Gilpin and adjacent portions of Clear Creek and Boulder Counties, Colo., Prof. 

Paper 94, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Globe quadrangle, Arizona. Folio 111, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Golden Arrow and Clifford districts, Nevada, Bull. 640-F, U. S. Geol. Survey. 
Golddeld, Nev., Prof. Paper 66. U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Grass Valley Special, Calif.. Folio 29, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Hardscrabble mining district, Colorado, Bull. fiSO-C, U. S. Geol. Survey. 
Hartville iron ores. Wyoming, Bull. 315. U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Hawaiian Islands, Prof. Paper S8, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Hayden Hill, Calif.. Bull. 594, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Helena mining district, Montana, Bull. 527, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

High Grade district, California. Bull. 594, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Highwood Mountains, Mont., Bull. Geol. Survey of America, vol. 6. 

Holyoke Reservarlou, Mass., Folio 50, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Independence quadrangle, Kansas, Folio 159, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Indian Valley, Calif., Bull. 260, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Inyo Range, Calif., Prof, Paper 110. U. S, Geol. Survey. 

Iron Mountains district, Missouri. 

.lackson quadrangle, California, Folio 11. 

Joplin and Bonne Terre, Mo., Folio 14S, U. S, Geol. Survey. 

Judith Mountains, Mont., ISth Annual Report, U. S. Geol. Survey, part 3. 
Kenova quadrangle, Kentucky, Folio ISO, U, S. Geol. Survey. 

Klamath Indian Reservation, Oreg. 

Lake Champlain, Vt., Bull., 107. U. S, Geol. Survey. 

La Plata quadrangle, Colorado, Folio 60, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Leadville, Colo., Monograph 12. 

Leucite Hills, Wyo., American Jour. Science, 1897. 

Tittle Belt Mountains quadrangle, Montana, Folio 56, U. S. Geol. Survey, 
little Rocky Mountains, Mont, Jour. Geology, 1896. 
llvingston quadrangle, Monrana, Folio 1, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Llano-Burnet quadrangle, Texas, Folio 183, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Marysville, Mont., Prof. Paper 57, U, S. Geol. Survey. 

Miners Basin and AVilson Ah'sa. Utali, Bull. 530. U. S. Geol, Survey. 

Mohave County, Ariz.. Bull. 307, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Mount Greylock, Mass., Alnnograph 23, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Mount Stuart Quadrangle, Washington, Folio 106, U. S. (ieol. Survey. 

Alount Taylor, N. Mex., 6th Annual Report U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Xampa, Idaho, quadrangle. Folio 103, U, S. Geol. Survey. 

National district, Nevada, Bull. 601, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Needle Mountains quadrangle, Colorado, Folio 131. U. S. Geol. Survey. 
Nevada City Special, California, Folio 29, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Northeastern and Republic mining districts, quadrangle, Washington, Bull. 550 
U. S, Geol. Survey. 

Ouray quadrangle, Colorado, Folio 153, U. S. Geol. Survey, 

Park City, Utah, Prof. Paper 77, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Pearl district, Colorado, Prof. Paper 25, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Penobscot Bay quadrangle, Maine, Folio 149, U. S, Geol. Sun^ey. 

Philipsburg quadrangle, Montana, Folio 196, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Pikes Peak and Cripple Creek, Colo., Folio 7, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Preston. Conn., Bull. 492. U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Pueblo quadrangle, Colo., Folio 36, U. S. Geol. Survey. 
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Quicksilver deposits, Nevada, Bull. 620-D, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Rabbit Hole, Nev., Bull. 225, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Ray and Miami copper districts, Arizona, Prof. Paper 115, U. S. Geol. Survey, 
Redding quadrangle, California, Folio 138, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Rico quadrangle, Colorado. Folio 130, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Rio Grande Region, New Mexico, Water Res. Paper, 188, U. S. Geol. Survey. 
Rochester mining district, Nevada, Bull. 580-M, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Rockland quadrangle, Maine, Folio 158, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Roseburg quadrangle, Oregon, Polio 49, tJ. S. Geol. Survey. 

Ruby Hill, Nev., Monograph T, tJ. S. Geol. Survey. 

San Francisco and adjacent districts, Utah, Prof. Paper 80, U, S. Geol. Survey. 
San Luis Quadrangle, California, Folio 101, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Santa Cruz Quadrangle. California, Folio 163, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Santa Rita and Patagonia Mountains, Ariz., Bull, 582, U. S. Geol. Survey. 
Searles Lake, Calif., Bull. 5S0-L, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Silver City, quadrangle, Idaho, Folio 104, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Silver Cliff-Rosita, Colo., 17th Annual Report, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Silver Peak, Nev., Prof. Paper 50, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Silverton quadrangle, Colorado, Folio 120, U. S. Geol, Survey. 

Snake River Valley, Idaho. 

Snoqualmie quadrangle, Washington, Folio 139, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Sonora quadrangle, Washington, Folio 41, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

South Mountain, Pa., Bull. 136, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Southern Sierra Escarpment, Calif., Prof. Paper 110, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Sugar lioaf district, Colorado. 

Tacoma quadrangle, Washington, Folio 54, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Taylorsville Region, California, Bull. 353. U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Telluride quadrangle, Colorado, Folio 57, U. S, Geol, Survey. 

Ten Mile district, Colo., Folio 48, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Tewan Mountains, N. Mex., Bull. 66. U. S, Geol. Survey. 

Three Forks quadrangle, Montana, Folio 24, U. S. GeoL Survey. 

Tin tic district, Utah, Folio 65 and Prof. Paper 107, U. S, Geol. Survey. 

Tonopah, Nev., Prof. Paper 104, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Uvalde quadrangle, Texas, Folio 64, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Virgilina district, Virginia, Proc.. U. S. Nat. Mus., vol, 40. 

Washoe district, Nevada, Monograph 3, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

White Me.«^a district, Arizona, Bull. 540, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Wichita Mountains, Okla. 

Winters (Hess) district, California. Bull. 594, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Yellowstone National Park, Wyo., Monograph 32, U. S. Geol. Survey, 

Yerington district, Nevada, Prof. Paper 114, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

Yuma County, Ariz., Bull. 451, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

In addition to the above there is a large collection of rocks and 
ores from world-wide sources which are classified by kinds, rather 
than locality. 

DIVISION OF MINERALOGY. 

EAST WING, SECOND FLOOR, SOUTH SIDE. 

Entering the hall from the rotunda on the west, the visitor finds 
upon his immediate right an “ Introductory Series ” consisting of 
minerals selected to show the physical properties of color, hardness, 
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crystallization, and structure, the series showing perfection of crys- 
talline form being as yet incomplete. Beyond this is a small up- 
right case containing examples of the nongaseous elements that occur 
in nature, free or uncombined. Upon the left is a row of 14 cases 
(known as American cases) in which are installed a systematic 
series of minerals comprising upwards of 3,500 specimens from all 
parts of the world, arranged according to the system prevailing 
among mineralogists. It is difficult among so many to select any 
particular specimens for especial reference. On account of their 
rarity and crystal development the large scheelite from Eyndo, 
Korea, the gift of Mr. J. Morgan Clements, and the cinnabar from 
Hunan Province. China, the gift of United States Consul N. T. 
Johnson are worthy of mention, though to the public at large the 
beautiful series of California tourmalines, the Brazilian and North 
Carolina emeralds, the large (1,022 pounds) beryl from Grafton, 
N. H., and the large cluster of Brazilian amethysts are doubtless more 
attractive (pi. 17, fig. 2). 

Among the rare, but inconspicuous objects are the only specimens 
known of crystallized turquoise, two of the finest known specimens 
of the rare mineral hodgkinsonite, a series of exceptionally fine, 
crystal groups of ferberite, and a cluster of the largest known 
colemanites. 

On the south side of the hall (pi. 16, fig. 1) are 9 floor upright cases 
in which are arranged materials of the same nature as those on the 
north side, but not systematically classified. They are selected mainly 
on account of their size and beauty, and special reference may be made 
to the fluorites from St. Lawrence County, N. Y., and Cumberland. 
England ; two cases showing the forms of calcium carbonate occur- 
^in^ in nature, including the large clusters and twin forms of calcite 
from the lead mines of Missouri; two similar cases showing the 
varieties of quartz or silica : one case of zeolites from the trap rocks 
of New Jersey, and one of numerous ornaments cut from various 
kinds of material as described in the catalogue of gems and precious 
stones. Two flat cases contain an historically interesting collec- 
tion assembled by Prof. C. U. Shepard, one of America’s pioneer 
mineralogists. This is particularly rich in rutiles from Graves 
Mountain, Ga. At the eastern end of the hall are large masses of 
the copper carbonates, azurite and malachite, from the copper minino’ 
regions of Arizona and Eussia. ® 

mile by no means the largest or finest of the numerous mineral 
collections of the country, the Museum collection is unusual in the 
number of type specimens it contains (upwards of 100) i. e., the 
actual materials upon the study and analysis of which new species 
have been founded. 
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THE GEM COLLECTION. 

In the row of flat topped cases extending through the center of 
ilie hall is exhibited a collection of cut stones and gems known as tlie 
Isaac Lea collection. The history of this collection is as follows : In 
1884, Prof. F. Clarke, at the time honorary curator of the Division 
of Mineralogy, prepared an exhibition of American precious stones 
as a part of the United States National Museum’s contribution to 
the New Orleans Exposition. The same collection was displayed at 
the Cincinnati Exposition the year following, after which it was re- 
turned to Washington and incorporated in the mineral collection 
of the Museum. In 1891, the collection was greatly augmented by 
purchases from the estate of Dr. Jos. Leidy, of Philadelphia, and 
exhibited at the World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893, 
when it was returned once more to Washington. In 1894, Mrs. 
Frances Lea Chamberlain bequeathed to the Museum a collection of 
precious stones which had been made by her father. Dr. Isaac Lea. 
Later, in 1897, her husband. Dr. L. T. Chamberlain, became honorary 
curator of the collection and added a large number of desirable 
specimens. On his death he bequeathed a sum of money the income 
from which is used for its further increase. 

In addition to the above sources many specimens have been re- 
ceived as gifts from individuals and transfers from the United States 
Geological Survey. These various collections have been combined 
and are now exhibited as the Isaac Lea collection, although the in- 
dividual stones are differentiated by labels. The exhibition as above 
noted is comprised in a row of table cases down the center of the hall 
(see pi. 16, fig. 1). At the Avest end of this row immediately to the 
right of tlie entrance to the hall stands a large group of amethyst crys- 
tals from Brazil. In the table cases fronting the windows on the south 
side of the hall are other series illustrating the properties of precious 
stones, their appearance in the rough as contrasted Avith the cut form ; 
gem minerals in the matrix or as occurring in nature, and artificial 
and imitation stones. Finally, an upright case between the windows 
at the center of the hall contains many semiprecious stones — that is, 
stones used in the manufacture of small ornaments, rather than for 
personal adornment. 

The collection now comprises some 4,000 individual stones, includ- 
ing not only those used for personal adornment, but as well such as 
are used in the smaller Avorks of art and utilitarian purposes. 
Especial attention may be called to the cases of opals, both cut and 
in the rough. Among the individual cut stones mention may be made 
of the 57.5-carat green tourmaline from Maine, the unique 61-carat 
yellow orthoclase from Madagascar, the blue zircons from Australia: 
the 40 and 47 carat aqua marines from Connecticut and Siberia ; the 
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50-carat white topaz from Japan, the 155-carat blue topaz from the 
Eussian Urals, and a series of uncut diamonds from Arkansas, se- 
lected to show the natural crystal forms and the variation in color. 

It may be added that in building up the collection an attempt has 
been made to show the possibilities of commonplace material; that 
there is a goodly number of stones, in themselves of little intrinsic 
value, which when properly cut and mounted are not merely beauti- 
ful, but have the additional value of being out of the line of the usual 
material sold in shops. In this connection particular attention may 
be called to the cabochons of silicified wood, obsidian, epidotic granite 
(unakite), and green feldspar (amazonstone).^ 

vSECTION OF ECONOMIC GEOLOGY. 

EAST WING, SECOND FLOOR, EAST END AND NORTH SIDE. 

The mineral collection merges at the east end of the hall into that 
of economic geology, under which name are comprised only those 
minerals which have some economic value, either in their natural 
condition or as sources from which valuable substances may be de- 
rived. These collections are divided into two series, metallic and non- 
metallic. The metallic begins with a flat top case containing excep- 
tionally fine crystalline aggregates of gold and silver (pi. 17, fig. 1) . Of 
historical interest in this case is a minute flake of gold, the identical 
piece found by John Alarshall in the mill race at Sutter's Fort in 
1848, and by him hammered out to determine its nature. The fol- 
lowing is a transcript of a letter accompanying it and which guar- 
antees its authenticity. 

San Francisco, Autnist 2S, 

This paper contains the first piece of ^ohl ever discovered in the northern 
part of Upper California. It \vas found in February, 1848, by James AV. Mar- 
shall in the race of Capt. Jno. A. Sutter's sawmill about 45 miles from Sutter's 
Fort, on the south branch of the American Fork. It was beaten out with a 
hammer by Mr. Marshall, to test its malleability. 

It is presented to the National Institute, Washington, D. C. 

J. L. Folsom, 

Captain, Af^slstant Quartermaster. 

Among other objects of unusual interest are a cube of iron pyrites 
carrying crystallized gold and galena from near Juneau. Alaska: 
several clusters and groups of gold and silver crystals, and an un- 
usually large (444 grams) waterworn platinum nugget from Xijni 
Tagilsk, Eussia (pi. 18. fig. 1). Immediately adjacent to this case is 
the large mass of native copper, weighing approximately 3,000 
pounds, brought in 1873 from the Lake Superior region (pi. 18, 
fig. 2). and large pieces of amygdaloid and breccia, showing impreg- 

•For details of this collection, see Bulletin 118, U S. N.ational Museum, 192i. 
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nations of the same metal. In a special case at this end of the hall is 
also exhibited a series of radio-active minerals and radium ores ac- 
companied by a portrait and autograph of Mine. Curie. The excep- 
tionally large and beautiful yellow masses of carnotite from Naturita, 
Colo., were secured for the Museum from Mr. J. I. Mullen, by Mr. 
F. L. Hess. This series is augmented by two large sections of fossil 
logs impregnated with carnotite from Thompson Springs, Utah. 

The systematic metallic series begins in a row of floor upright cases 
at the east end of the hall (pi. 16., fig. 2) . The collections are arranged 
in the following order : Ores of gold, silver, silver lead, zinc, copper, 
platinum, antimony, minor metals (including arsenic, bismuth, iridos- 
mine, and cadmium), iron, mercury, aluminum, nickel, manganese, 
and the minor metals used in steel manufacture (as tungsten, vana- 
dium, titanium, and molybdenum). Among the gold ores are sam- 
ples of the rich gold-bearing gravel from Dutch Flat, Placer County, 
Calif., a large series of placer golds from Alaska, New Zealand, and 
miscellaneous localities within the limits of the United States. 
Among the silver ores, attention may be called to the nugget of native 
silver, weighing 448 ounces, from near Globe, Ariz., and the dendritic 
silvers from the region of Lake Superior. Also large ore masses 
showing full width of the veins from the Eeese Kiver district. Nevada, 
and the Enterprise mine, Eico district, Dolores County, Colo. As 
with other metals, the exhibit is accompanied with a carefully se- 
lected series showing the metalliferous minerals in their puritv. and 
the ore as mined in which the mineral is often so thoroughly dis- 
guised as to be not recognizable. 

The silver lead ores — mainly galena — from world-wide sources are 
selected to show all possible variations from the original native 
sulphide through anglesite, cerusite, and impure ferruginous 
varieties. 

The ores of lead, which are mainly galena, are of the same general 
type. 

Ores of zinc are largely sulphides and their alteration products, 
smithsonite and calamine. These are shown in all their varieties. 
The unique deposit of silicate and oxide ores at Franklin, N. J., is 
illustrated by fine large specimens showing zincite, willemite, and 
franldinite, with their numerous accessories. As an adjunct to this 
are two desk-top cases in front of the window containing selected 
series of zinc ores and associated minerals and rocks from the 
Franklin furnace and southwest Missouri regions. 

Ores of tin are shown from all the principal tin regions of the 
world. These comprise a large series of the Straits tins and also of 
those from the historical Cornwall mines, and stream tins and vein 
ores from the numerous nonprorhicing localities of the United States, 
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including Virginia, North Carolina, South Dakota, and California. 
Of historical interest is a small bar of metallic tin smelted in 1840 
from tin ore in Jackson, N. H., and a mass of block tin, weighing 
70 pounds, smelted from the San Jacinto ores in California. This 
bears the following legend, which is of historical interest : 

For Hon. Thos. S. Wilson, 

Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Tin from the roines of the San Jacinto Tin Co.. 

San Bernardino Co., California, XT, S. A. 

Office of Company, San Francisco, Mch., 1870. 

The collection is particularly rich in the newly exploited Bolivian 
ores, including the somewhat rare form cylindrite^ which have been 
secured for the Museum through the cooperation of Mr. F. L. Hess, 
of the U. S. Geological Survey. 

The commercially workable copper ores are mainly in the form of 
chalcopyrite, bornite, chalcocite, and covellite, or their numerous 
alteration products — malachite and azurite. As with the other series 
these collections contain masses selected to show the pure mineral as 
well as in the gangue as ordinarily mined. 

The ores of antimony are primarily the sulphide stibnite, though 
occurring sometimes native, as in the mass from Kern County, 
Calif. Of particular interest is the crystallized stibnite from Japan. 

Ores of mercury are nearly altogether of the sulphide type cinna- 
bar. The collection is particulaly rich in samples from the Pacific 
coast, but contains also specimens from all important regions of 
the world. 

The ores of aluminum are primarily beauxite, the hydrous impure 
oxide. This mineral is shown by samples from Georgia and Arkansas 
in the United States, as well as from the original locality Beaux, in 
France, and also from British Guiana. Cryolite, the fluoride of 
aluminum and calcium from Greenland, is shown in its typical forms. 
Corundum, the oxide of aluminum, is included, although not 
ordinarily considered an ore of the metal. 

Nickel and cobalt, although widespread, rarely occur in quantities 
sufficient to be of economic importance. The main bodies of work- 
able ore to-day are Canadian, where the nickel mineral is polydymite 
associated with pyrrhotite, and New Caledonia, in which the ores are 
a secondary product known under the names of garnierite and 
noumeite. There are shown also as of historical interest examples 
of the sulphide ore from the now abandoned mines at Lancaster 
County, Pa., the cobalt ore chathamite from the original locality at 
Chatham, Conn., and the rarer forms of ore, such as smaltite, niccolite 
and their oxidation products from other sources. An adjunct to this 
collection is shown in the desk-top case against the window. This 
includes a selected series of the nickel-copper ores and their associ- 
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ated rocks from the Sudbury district, Ontario, and also one of the 
cobalt nickel ores from Cobalt, Canada. 

The principal ores of manganese are the oxides, of vdiich there are 
numerous forms difficult to distinguish by the nalced eye. The 
principal ones are psilomelane, T\diich sometimes occurs in interesting 
botryoidal forms, and pyrolusile; more rarely manganosite, haus- 
manite, braiinite, polianitc, nnd manganite. AVith these oxides are 
included the silicate, rhodonite, and the carbonate, rhodochrosite, 
which are sometimes utilized industrially, 

Eccent advances in the methods of the manufacture of steel 
have brought into use a number of minerals which until within a 
few years Avere of scientific interest only. A special effort was 
made, particularly during the Great AVar, to bring together the full 
series of these ores here displayed. AA^ith the cooperation of IMr. 
Frank L. Hess, of the United States Geological SurA^ey, this was 
eminently successful. The series includes the ores of tungsten — 
wolframite, ferberite, tungstite and scheelite; ores of A^anadiiim — 
hewettite, patronite. and A^anadinite ; ores of titanium — menaccanite 
(ilmenite), brookite, and rutile; ores of uranium — uraninito and 
pitch-blende and molybdenite, an ore of molybdenum. Particularly 
striking is the large mass of scheelite, Aveighing 2,500 pounds, from 
the Atolia mines of California, and the ferberite from Boulder 
County, Colo., Aveighing 1.500 pounds. Among the A^anadiiim ores 
those of Peru are perhaps of the greatest interest and Avarrant the 
folloAving transcript from the label. They Avere secured for the 
Museum through the cooperation of Mr. D. F. HoAvett, likewise of 
the U. S. Geological Survey. 

Vanadium, a rare eleuieat allied te iiliobphorus, is found in 
unusual concentration in the Department of .Tunin in 
central Peru, a region occupied h\ faulted .Turatrias and 
Cretaceous seCiinauits and injected by a LLTeat Amricty of dikes. 

The deposit is a lens-sliaped mass occupying a iault, and is 
composed mainly of fl) auisfiiieite, <'2) patronite. and (3) a 
cokelike hydrocarbon. In the weathered zone a number of 
brighter colored, oxidized aiul hydrated compounds are found, 
such as hewettite and pascoitc. Tlio material was probably 
forced into the sediments AAdiile in plastic and homogeneous 
condition, and the segregation took place later. 

The ores are roasted to drive oft the volatile matter and the 
vanadium is extracted from the residue. Tlie cldef value of the 
element lies in its power to greatly lncn'a*<e the Imiah'css and 
toughnes.s of steel, Avhen added in quantities up to l per cent; 
but various compounds of vanadium hud extensive utilization 
in the chemical and metallurgical industries. 

The titanium ores (rutile) of A^irginia. it may be added, are unique 
and the only ones of their kind Avorke J to-day in America. The ma- 
terial is shoAvn both in tlie gangne and as concentrates, AA^hich are 
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used largely in the manufacture of carbons for electric lights and 
for imparting desired tints to poicelaiiij and to some extent in the 
manufacture of steel. 

Iron ores are displayed in two American cases showing in form of 
hand specimens all the varieties produced within the limits of the 
United States. In the wall case extending along the north and east 
sides of the Eange are ores of like nature, but in many cases in larger 
form, from the principal iron producing localities of the world. 
Adjacent to this collection is a desk top case against the east window 
showing the origin of limonite iron ore through the oxidation of 
iron pyrite and pyrrholite. Another case of similar pattern contains 
a small collection consisting of weighed samples of various ores each 
accompanied by the porportional amount of its essential constituents. 
The collection includes (1) ores of copper in form of chalcopyrite, 
(2) zinc in form of sphalerite, (3) lead in form of galena, (4) tin 
in form of cassiterite, and (5) iron in form of magnetite, hematite, 
and limonite. 

The nonmetallic series begins with the American cases on the west 
side of the hall immediately adjoining the mineral collections. On 
account of its close relationship with the gem collections, an exhibit 
of rocks and associated minerals from the diamond mines of South 
Africa is given first place. This collection was donated to the Mu- 
seum by Mr. Gardner F. Williams and is described in the catalogue 
of the Gem collection (Bull. US, U.S.N.M.). 

Under the term asbestos, the commercial Avorld includes sev- 
eral mineral species differing in origin and chemical composition, 
but alike in possessing a hbrous structure which adapts them to 
sundry commercial purposes. Of these the mineral chrysotile (ami- 
anthus), a fibrous form of the mineral serpentine, is by far the most 
generally used, both on account of its abundance and the softness 
and pliability of its libers which permits of their being woven and 
used in li reproof fabrics. The smaller samples shown in the Amer- 
ican case adjacent to that just described are supplemented by the 
larger ones from Canada (pi. 19) and Vermont. Of exceptional 
beauty are the golden yellow varieties from the Grand Canyon 
region in Arizona. The South xVfrican crocidolite and amesite, 
though closely resembling chrysotile in structure, are of quite dif- 
ference composition; they are, however, used for similar purposes. 
The amphibolic asbestos, tremolite and anthophyllite, differ from 
those described in having a less pliable fiber. They are therefore used 
mainly in the manufacture of felts and packing materials. They 
occur mainly associated with the metamorphic schists. 

The asbestos exhibit is succeeded by one including the minerals 
known under the name of talc, or steatite, and pyrophyllite. These 
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minerals are distinguished by their softness and consequent lack of 
grit. They differ in that the first named is a hydrosilicate of mag- 
nesium while the second is a hydrosilicate of aluminum. They are 
almost equally soft and used for similar purposes, although perhaps 
the pyrophyllite is the less common of the two. They are ground 
and used for talcum powders and lubricants and the massive forms 
as tailor s chalk, and in the manufacture of gas nipples and electrical 
goods. The massive impure form, soapstone, is used for laundry 
and laboratory tanks as well. Succeeding this is a case of micas, 
under which name is included a number of minerals distinguished 
by their eminent cleavage which permit of their being split into 
transparent or translucent more or less elastic foliae. Of all the 
varieties known, only the white mica muscovite and the pearl-gray 
phlogopite have at present any commercial value. They are utilized 
mainly in electrical work, though large quantities are ground and 
utilized in the manufacture of wall paper and for producing frost 
effects on Christmas cards, etc. 

Cases containing the haloid salts (fluorite, cryolite and common 
salt), the nitrates, borates and sulphates, including a full series of 
the Chilean nitrates and the potash salts from the celebrated deposits 
at Stassfurt, Germany, follow in the order named. Two cases are 
devoted to the so-called rare earths under which are included the 
monazite sands and the compounds known under the mineralogical 
names columbite, samarskite and zirkite — compounds of columbium. 
cerium, yttrium, tantalum, etc., and the minerals lepidolite and 
spodumene, which are possible sources of lithia. In continuation of 
this series along the north wall on the north side of the hail are shown 
in the order mentioned the minerals sepiolite (meerschaum), magne- 
site, and dolomite, used in the manufacture of pipes and for refrac- 
tory materials, or as sources of carbonic acid; limestones, used in 
c|uick lime and for fluxes ; sulphur and sulphur ores : gypsum, utilized 
in the manufacture of land plaster, and plaster of Paris ; phosphates, 
utilized for fertilizer purposes; abrasives, including the minerals 
quartz, corundum, emery, volcanic dusts, diatomaceous earth, etc., as 
well as the massive materials used in the manufacture of grind and 
whet stones. 

A somewhat striking member of this exhibit is the large mass of 
diatomaceous earth from Lompoc, Santa Barbara County, Calif. 
The block is some TJ by TJ by feet in cubical dimensions. The 
material composing it is about 02 per cent silica, the remainder being 
mainly water and organic matter, with traces of alumina. The 
silica portion is composed of approximately 75 per cent of diatoms 
and 25 per cent of sponge spicules and radiolaria. 

Under ochers or mineral paints are included a number of sub- 
stances, mainly metallic oxides and carbonates in varying de- 
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grees of purity, which are utilized in their natural conditions, or 
from which materials for paints can be prepared. These include 
the iron oxides of prevailing yellow or brown colors, though 
sometimes red ; chromite, used in the manufacture of chrome, yellows 
and greens ; barite or sulphate of barium, used as a substitute for white 
lead; and a few other minerals utilized to some extent for similar 
purposes. These are shown in their natural conditions as well as 
ground, purified, and otherwise prepared for use. 

Graphite, plumbago, or black lead as it is sometimes popularly 
called, is shown in an upright case in all its principal varieties as 
disseminated in the rock, in clean crystalline lamellar masses like 
those of Ceylon or in imx:)ure and amorphous forms, as those of 
Sonora, Mexico. A series of jars show the pure Ceylon material as 
crushed and prepared for use. 

The coals, in a similar case, are shown in all phases of carboniza- 
tion from peat as freshly taken from a bog, through the lignitic or 
brown coal and bituminous phases to anthracitic and graphitic forms 
in which metamorphism has progressed so far as to render the ma- 
terial unsuited to fuel purposes. 

The kaolins, clays, and fictile material in general occupy two Amer- 
ican cases at the west end of the hall. The series are selected to show 
varieties rather than distribution. They include the kaolins, both 
crude and washed ready for use in the higher grades of china and 
porcelain ware, the less pure forms used in pottery and the coarser 
admixtures utilized for brick tile and terra cotta. While it is rec- 
ognized that as soon as material passes from the hand of the miner 
to that of the metallurgist, chemist, or assayer it leaves the domain of 
applied geology and enters that of technology, it has nevertheless 
been deemed advisable with many of the nonmetallic minerals, rare 
earths and metals to include enough of the manufactured product to 
suggest their possibilities. In the case of some of the metals this 
has been already referred to (p. 297). Such treatment seems espe- 
cially desirable in the case of the clays where a possible change in 
color during firing may be an important matter. Hence in these 
same cases samples of the raw and baked and partially finished prod- 
uct are exhibited side by side. 

On the south side of the hall are shown materials used for struc- 
tural and monumental purposes, i. e., building stones and marbles. 
This collection was begun and a considerable part of it was made 
under the direction of Dr. George W. Hawes while in charge of the 
geological collections and acting as a special agent of the Tenth 
Census. The stones are in large part cut into the form of 4-inch 
cubes for convenience of display and installation. Against the walls 
and as panels of special bases are large slabs selected to show vena- 
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tion and other color or structural features desirable in stones used 
for decorative purposes. The collection comprises upwards of 2,600 
specimens and includes representations of all the leading quarries in 
the United States and those which are important from abroad. (See 
pi. 20, %. 1.) 

The entire exhibition series, metallic and nonmetallic, of economic 
minerals, numbers upwards of 9,300 individual specimens. 


MIXEEAX WATERS. 


From a strictly scientific standpoint, any water is a mineral water, 
since water is itself a mineral — an oxide of hydrogen. Common 
usage has. however, tended toward the restriction of the name to 
such waters as carry in solution an appreciable quantity of other 
mineral matter. Of the various salts held in solution, those of 
sodium, calcium, and iron are the most common. More rarely, or 
at least in smaller amounts, occur those of potassium, lithium, mag- 
nesium, strontium, silicon, etc. The most common of the acids is 
carbonic, and the next sulphuric. 

According to their temperatures, as they flow from springs, the 
waters are divided into (A) thermal and (B) nonthermal; a thermal 
water being one, the mean annual temperature of wdiich is 70° F. or 
more. Each of these groups is again subdivided according to the 
character of the acids and their salts, as below : 


Class I. Alkaline. 

Class II. Alkaline-saline 

Class III. Saline 

Class IV. Acid 


Sulphated. 

Muriated. 

Sulphated. 

Muriated. 

Sulphated. 

Muriated. 


Siliceous 


I Sulphated. 
jMuriated. 


The classes may be further subdivided according to the predomi- 
nating salt in solution, as (1) sodic, (2) lithic, (3) potassic, (4) 
calcic, (5) magnesic, (G) clialybeate, or (7) aluminous. 

Any spring water may be characterized by the presence or ab- 
sence of gas, when it is designated by one of the following terms: 
(1) nongaseous, (2) carbonated, (3) sulphureted, (4) azotized, or 
(5) carbureted. 

The water of springs is meteoric and has acquired its mineral 
matter by gradually percolating downward through the rocks from 
w’hich it dissolves a certain amount of matter, the quantity and 
kind being dependent upon the kind of rocks, the temperature and 
pressure of the water, as well as the gases which it has absorbed. 
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The collection as displayed in a wall case at the west end of the hall 
is selected to show kinds and geographic distribution. Inasmuch 
as this water itself presents to the eye no marks of differentiation 
the samples are displayed in the original package. The collection 
is accompanied by a map showing distribution in the United States. 

THE GEOLOGY AXD MINIXG INDUSTRY' OF LEADVILLE, COLORADO. 

A wall case at the north end of the east range on the first floor has 
been devoted to this collection, of which the following is a transcript 
of the label : 

The prevailing and most important ore of Leadvilie is an argentiferous galena, 
which below the zone of oxidation is associated with zinc blende and pyrite. 
Tlie secondary sil\ cr-licariim uiinenils r.re argentiferous cerus^ite, ur carb<>uate 
of lead; cerargynte, or chloride of silver; the chloruhromide of silver; less 
frequently ehloroiodide of siher ; and very rareiy native silver. Lead also 
occurs in secondary forms, as anglesite, or sulphate of lead; pyroinorphite or 
chlorophosphate ; occasionally as litharge, and rarely as minium. Zinc occurs 
in the form of calamine, or silicate, while iron occurs as magnetite, hematite, 
or linionite, oxidation products of pyrite. Gobi occurs in the native state in 
the form of small leaflets. More rarely occur ores of uuuiganeso, arsenic, anti- 
mony, molybdenum, coi'Fpor, liismuth, and \anauium. By Lir the most im- 
portant of the ores occur in the blue-gray dolomitic limestone of the Lower Car- 
boniferous formation and associated with intrusive bodies of porphyry, either 
overlying or cutting across it, and which are known as white, or Leadvilie por- 
phyry, and gray porphyry. The gangue of the ores is mainly some form of 
silica (mechanically or chemically cuuibiued with hydrous oxides of iron and 
manganese) and a great variety of hydrous silicates of alumina and barite. 
The main mass of argentiferous galeua or lead ore is found in calcomaguesian 
beds. The ores containing gold aiul copper are more frequently found in 
siliceous beds, in porphyries, or in crystalline rocks. 

The ores are assumed to have been deposited from aqueous solution and 
originally in the form of sulphides. They are of later origin than the inclosing 
rock, and were deposited not later than the Cretaceous period. It is believed 
that the metallic contents of the ores were derived mainly from the neighboring 
and overlying eruptive rocks. 

The exhibition comprises all the principal types of rocks and ores, 
together with a relief map of sections of the region, as collected and 
produced by the S. Geological Surrey. 

CEX.srs or the collectioxs. depautmext of r;Eoi,(XiY. 

The exact number (.f individual specimens in the department can 
not be given as may readily be understood on a moment’s considera- 
tion. A rock fragment to-day considered one specimen mav to-mor- 
row be broken into a dozen pieces, and a single handful of small fos- 
sils may comprise a hundred or thousand individuals. In the exhibi- 
tion series it is the custom to consider as one specimen the material 
covered by a single label, though it may weigh from a grain to a ton 
or more, whether it he a single tossil of pinhead size, or an aggreF^^ate 



302 AXKUAL REPORT SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 1921. 

of several thousand. These facts have been taken into considera- 
tion and allowances made accordingly in the following table. Ow- 
ing to the large number of individual specimens considered essential 
to the proper representation of a single species, the collection of in- 
vertebrate fossils is alone numerically as large as all the others of 
the department combined. As already stated the collections are 
separated into two series, one placed on public view — the exhibition 
series — and one stored away in drawers and available only to students 
and specialists, and known as the study series. 

EXHIBITION SERIES. 


Physical and chemical geoiog^y 2, 160 

Mineralogy 5, 132 

Petrology 1, 704 

Meteorites * 620 

Gems and precious stones 4, 000 

Economic geology 9, 317 

Invertebrate paleontology 24, 000 

Vertebrate paleontology 650 

Paleobotany- 5, 600 

Total of exhibition series 53, psa 


STUDY SERIES. 


Geology, physical and chemical, and economic 7S, 862 

Meteorites 550 

Mineralogy 35, 931 

Petrology 56, 495 

Invertebrate paleontology 1 , i 26, 939 

Vertebrate paleontology 19 ^ 350 

Paleobotany 36, 215 


Total of study series 354 ^ 392 


Total number of specimens 407 ^ 575 


* These represent the number of individual specimens and fragments. The total 

number of individual falls and finds represented is approximately 500 . 



SOME OBSEKVATIONS ON THE NATUKAL HISTORY OF 

COSTA RIGA. 


By Robert Ridgway. 


[With 5 plates.] 

One beautiful morning in Ma}-, 1867, after a voyage across the 
placid Caribbean Sea, beneath a sky equally blue and serene, the 
passengers on board the Pacific Mail side-wheel steamer Henry 
Chauncy came out on deck to view the scene on shore. We had 
docked at the port of Aspinwall (now Colon) , the Caribbean terminus 
of the Panama Railway. Many of the group had never before seen 
the glorious vegetation of the Tropics, and to them the view was 
startling in its novelty and beauty. To the writer, the effect was 
such that it had ever since been his desire to see again, but under 
conditions favorable to a more intimate acquaintance, the virgin 
forest of the so-called Torrid Zone. 

The opportunity so much desired and so eagerly anticipated did 
not occur until nearly two score years later, when, on the morning of 
December 8, 1904, after another voyage across the calm expanse of 
the Caribbean, the densely wooded mountains of Costa Rica loomed 
high among the clouds, a majestic background to the varied scene. 
Our steamer had arrived during the night at Puerto Limon, the 
Caribbean seaport of Costa Rica; a neat little city, whence are 
shipped to northern markets the coffee and bananas which are the 
chief exports of the little Republic. Far beyond the town, but seem- 
ingly only a few miles distant, the scarred and calcined summit of 
the Volcan de Turrialba constituted a conspicuous landmark, every 
detail sharp and distinct through the transparent atmosphere. On 
either hand stretched the coast line; to the right, snowy breakers 
dashing over coral reefs, the exquisitely wooded little island of 
La Uvita, just offshore, resting like an emerald on the sapphire 
waters of the bay ; to the left a wall of giant grasses, except where 
the tall plumes of coconut palms fringed the higher portions of the 
shore line. 

The train for San Jose, the capital, nestling two-thirds of a mile 
above the sea among the mountains of the interior, leaves for its des- 
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tination in the morning. At first the railway skirts the coast, the 
blue expanse of the Caribbean close by on the right; on the left a 
solid wall of primeval forest, except where this is broken by an oc- 
casional small clearing. Soon the track turns inland, alternately 
passing through swamj^y forests of palms and other tropical vege- 
tation of bewildering si)lendor, and, on ground less wet, extensive 
plantations of bananas, where are produced most of that fruit which 
is consumed in the United States. Ere long the ground, still densely 
wooded, becomes less flat; the verge of the coastal plain has been 
reached, and the train meanders among the foothills, which become 
higher and higher until the engine puffs strenuously in its effort to 
overcome the increasing grade. The aspect of the forest gradually 
changes; palms are less in evidence, a solid mantle of closely matted 
‘‘broad-leaved” trees, in appearance essentially like those of our 
northern woods but with foliage of a darker, more somber green and 
with broader and more dome-shaped or flattened crowns, forming 
the mass of the all-embracing forest. The air becomes sensibly 
cooler until, toward the summit of the line, the temperature is as 
bracing as that of a fine October day in the States. The scenery 
from the car windows is constantly changing, for every turn of the 
road — and the curves are very frequent — brings into view a picture 
more magnificent, if possible, than those left behind. Far below, on 
the left, through a deep and densely wooded gorge, rushes the Eio 
Keventazon, the mountain wall beyond backed by range over range 
of mountains until the most distant blend with tlie blue of the sky. 

In proceeding upward the first considerable break in the continu- 
ity of forest is where the Indian village of Tucurriqui is seen across 
the canyon of the Reventazon, perched high above the foaming 
stream on a comparatively level bench, surrounded by extensive 
areas of open pasture and cultivated fields of sugar cane, maize, and 
upland rice. Gradually such open spaces become more frequent and 
of greater extent until near Cart ago, the former capital, on the 
southern slope of the Volcan de Irazii, little woodland can be seen. 
Here, 4,500 feet above the sea, the bracing, almost chilly, air and 
stone fences around the fields are strongly suggestive of Xew Eng- 
land ; a very transient illusion, however, for many of the telegraph 
and telephone poles are observed to bear not only foliage of their 
own but also orchids, ferns and other epiphytic plants; the night- 
blooming cereus and other cacti grow upon the stone walls, and the 
low red-tiled houses of the inhabitants are of a style of architecture 
never seen in northern countries. The highest point along the rail- 
way is reached at El Alto, a few miles beyond Cartago, at an ele- 
vation of exactly 1 mile above sea level. Thence the road descends 
to San Jose, the capital, near the head of a broad valley between 
the Cordillera Central, just crossed, and the Cen-o de la Candelaria, 
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at an elevation of 3,500 feet. From San Jose are plainly visible the 
volcanoes of Irazii, Barba, and Poiis, of the central range; in the 
opposite direction the Candelaria Mountains are seen so clearly that 
the fields of sugar cane, maize, and rice which cover their slopes can 
easily be recognized by the hue of green peculiar to each, while close 
to the summit of the highest peak the gigantic evergreen oaks are 
clearly silhouetted against the sky. 

From San Jose to the Pacific Ocean extends a region greatly dif- 
ferent in appearance and climate from that of the eastern or Carib- 
bean slope. The latter is a region of perennial rains; indeed, the 
rainfall is excessive during a considerable portion of the year, and 
even during the di'ier months there are daily shoAvers, mostly ‘‘sun 
showers” of short duration, though often several occur each day, 
the higher portions of the mountains being perpetually saturated 
with rain or dense, wet fogs.^ On the Pacific slope, however, the 
year is sharply divided into two very different seasons, a Avet and 
a dry, each of six months duration. The inhabitants speak of the 
former as their Avinter {el invkrno), the latter as their summer 
{el verano). The dry season is practically rainle-s and cloudless: 
many trees shed their foliage as completely as do those of northern 
countries in winter pastures become poor, and toward the end of 
the season conditions of scA^ere drought often prevail. On the other 
hand, the forests, pastures, and plantations of the Caribbean slope 
are perpetually green; the trees shed their leaA^es, to l)e sure, but, 
except relatiA^ely A^ery few species, they are dropped one by one 
or a few at a time and are at once replaced by new ones. 

Two Ausits Avere made to Costa Kica, one coA^ering about six and 
the other three months, during which the country was traversed from 
ocean to ocean and from sea leA^el to the summit of several of the 
highest mountains. A study of the bird life Avas the main purpose 
of the explorations, and a large and A^aluable collection Avas made 
for the United States National Museum. In this work cA^erv pos- 
sible assistance Avas rendered by the Government of Costa Pica, 
which generously detailed the taxidermist of the Museo Nacional 
to accompany the writer during his different excursions, besides ex- 
tending other courtesies; and also by my friends Seilor Don Jose C. 
Zeledon, and Sefior Don xVnastasio Alfaro, director of the Museo 

^The averajre annual rainfall of the Caribbean sloiie is said to b.. from il-O to r.oi) 
inches, and at one station, Sarapiquf, on the northern slope, 112 inches were recorded 
during the month of December alone, v/hilo at Puerto LimOn there was a rainfall of 41 
Inches in three day''. 

Mn some jtarts of the Pacific slope, a^, for exuni[fir, in the foro'^ts of the Rio Onuid.* 
de Tfircolcs. I <'stim.ited that between ouo-third and one-half of the trees were leafless. 
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Nacional, one or the other of whom, sometimes both, accompanied 
me on every trip. It was through the help of these two gentlemen, 
both excellent ornithologists and unexcelled as companions in the 
field, that it was possible to make collecting trips to points that 
would otherwise have been inaccessible to me. Headquarters during 
our stay in Costa Rica were a commodious and perfectly appointed 
house, with all modern conveniences, the home of old friends, in 
the outskirts of the capital, at the edge of a beautiful parklike ex- 
panse called La Sabana (The Savanna), connected with the city 
by trolley. Set in ample grounds which were decorated by the 
choicest flow^ering trees and shrubs of the tropics and such roses as 
are never seen in a less genial climate — ^teas and hybrid-teas of 
every variety, from which large basket fulls of exquisite flowers 
could be gathered the year around — tropical fruits of all sorts, and, 
what seemed most strange, a kitchen garden wherein greAv, to per- 
fection, most of our northern vegetables almost alongside of pine- 
apples, oranges, lemons, grapefruit, bananas, grenadillas, sapotes, 
aguacates, papayas, and other purely tropical fruits — altogether an 
ideal home, but one reflecting the cultivated taste of our generous 
host and charming hostess. 

From La Sabana excursions were made in many directions; to 
the volcanoes which form the culminating points of the central cor- 
dillera; to the Pacific coast at Pigres, where the Gulf of Nicoya 
merges with the ocean; to Santo Domingo de San Mateo, then the 
terminus of the Ferrocarril al Pacifico, since extended to the coast 
at Punta Arenas ; to near the base of Turubales, southeast of Santo 
Domingo ; to Escasii, at the northern base of the Cerro de la Cande- 
laria, and Monte Redondo, a coffee estate on the opposite side of that 
range; and on the Atlantic or Caribbean side, to the haciendas 
Bonilla, Guayabo, and Coliblaiico on the southeastern side of the 
volcano of Turrialba ; to El Paraiso, at the base of the cinder-cone 
of Turrialba, and San Juan on the southern slope of Irazu, above 
Cartago. 

These excursions, together with many minor trips, afforded ample 
opportunity for studying the natural history of the country at close 
range. All trips not made by rail were, necessarily, made on horse- 
back, the use of wheeled vehicles being confined to the few cart roads 
connecting the various centers of population. One trip (the second 
one from Santo Domingo to Pigres and return, a distance of about 
18 miles each way) was made on foot. 

It would be impossible to describe in a limited space everything 
seen that is worthy of description ; to do so would require a full vol- 
ume. For obvious reasons, therefore, the following observations will 
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be mostly confined to such subjects as most interest a naturalist — 
the climate, the appearance and composition of the forests, and the 
animal life, especially the birds, since these were the special objects 
of study. The temptation is strong, however, to digress to the ex- 
tent of remarking that perhaps the most striking result of our ex- 
perience was the conviction that many of our preconceived notions 
concerning the Tropics are pure myths, and that the nomenclature 
of the earth’s climatic zones, as taught in our school geographies, is 
sadly in need of revision. For example, it would far better express 
the truth were the so-called Temperate Zone changed to Intemperate 
Zone, and the former name transferred to the so-called Torrid Zone. 
Certainly at no time and at no place was the heat of midday more 
oppressive than it often is in July or August in the States, and the 
nights, even in the tierra caliente of either coast, were invariably 
cool and pleasant; while at higher altitudes, even in San Jose, the 
nights were uncomfortably cool, since even the best houses are not 
provided with means for artificial heating.^ Pedestrian trips even 
in the tierra caliente^ though often requiring unusual exertion on 
account of difficult ground or from having to cut one’s way through 
dense undergrowth, involved no more discomfort than a midday 
ramble in midsummer at home. 

According to the popular notion, for which our textbooks are 
largely responsible, the Tropics abound with reptiles, especially 
poisonous snakes and boa constrictors. The fact is, that snakes of 
any kind are no more often seen than in the United States. We saw 
just three during six months, two of these being non- venomous kinds.*^ 

Neither are tropical birds songless nor tropical flowers without 
odor, as we have been taught; on the contrary, it is exceedingly 
doubtful whether in any part of the temperate zone (so-called) there 
are any birds with notes so thrilling as those of certain species found 
in tropical countries ; and it is, or ought to be, well known that the 
fragrance of many tropical flowers is almost overpowering. Nor is 


* At the Government experimental farm at Santo Domingo de San Mateo, on the 
Pacific coastal plain (the hottest part of the country), the director informed me that the 
highest record for the station was 96®. The maximum temperature, however, is near 
90® every day in the year, but the nights weie invariably so cool that blankets were 
required. At Coliblanco. about 6,500 feet above sea level, it was necessary to go to bed 
under heavy blankets not later than 7 p. m. in order to keep warm. 

There is a general impression among Europeans that tropical forests teem with 
venomous snakes. Although I have spent the greater part of the last 10 years in the 
forests of Venezuela and Colombia, I am ashamed to confess that I am not the hero of 
any thrilling snake adventure. As a matter of fact, I never give snakes a thought, and 
I will crawl through brushwood on hands and knees in search of any bird I may have 
killed with as little concern as if I were in my own garden. But I respect w^asps, 
hornets, and ants.'’ (Eugene Andr6, A Naturalist in the Guianas, p. 160.) 

During three month's residence in the Valley of Quito, Ecuador, Professor Orton saw 
but one snake, (The Andes and the Amazon, p. 107.) 
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it true that a greater proportion of the birds are more brightly 
colored in tropical than in temperate regions.® 

It is also a very general, but nevertheless wholly erroneous, popu- 
lar notion that flowers are far more plentiful in tropical than in 
temperate climates. This may be true to the extent that the num- 
ber of kinds is much greater ; but even this superiority is very much 
a question of locality and season. In the dense forests of the humid 
Caribbean slope of Central America flowers are, as a rule, very 
little in evidence. There are, however, innumerable species, some 
of them very beautiful; but they are scattered and rarely if ever 
form a conspicuous feature in the landscape, except when certain 
trees are in bloom. In descending from Cart ago to Puerto Limon, 
in Ma3% a very large tree was in floAver, forming here and there on 
the mountain sides solid masses of brilliant yellow which fairly 
gleamed by contrast with the somber dark green of the surround- 
ing forest; and in the valley of San Jose a much smallei* t]‘ee, hav- 
ing leaA^es like the catalpa and eAudently belonging to the same 
natural order, also bore bright yelloAv flowers, and another bigno- 
niaceous tree, AA^hich in the forests near the Pacific coast at- 
tained a considerable size, displayed large catalpa-like fioAvors of 
peach-blossom pink. These, together with a tree morning-glory 
bearing white flowers, seen at iSIonte Eedondo, Avere the only con- 
spicuous masses of bloom observed in Costa Eica. Had Ave been 
able to remain on the Pacific slope until after the commencement 
of the rainy season, howeAcr, it is probable that our experience 
would have been different, for then, Avith a general revival of vege- 
tation, that part of the country is said to become exceedingly florif- 
erous.® Many species of orchids, passion flowers, bignoniaceous 
climbers, and various other kinds of plants produce floAvers of bril- 
liant or beautiful colors, but tliey are so scattered through the forest 


S In North America north of Mexico there are about P.oe species of land birds, of which 
00, or about 20 per cent, may he called brii^htly colored. In Co’-ta Uica, witli approxi- 
mately 50G species, IGl, or about 27 per cniit, may, by the same standard, be called 
brightly colored. It is quite true that am on <4 tropical birds there is in the air^reirate a 
larger number of brightly colored birds, but so there is of dull-colored species also; in 
fact, there arc in tropical America entire families of birds, some of them including lOo 
or more •species, of which practically all arc a‘< dull colored as it is possible for a bird 
to be. It is in the vastly greater variety of bird life that the Tropic.? excel. In Costa 
Uica, for example, with an area barely greater than half that of the State of Indiana, 
there are about 13U more specie.s of land birds than are found in the whole of North 
America north of Mexico, including Greenland and Alaska. The same great diversity 
obtains in most other forms of life, especially in the vegetable kingdom, in which the 
disparity between temptrate and tropical regions is incomparably greater, because in 
both the number of plant species is everywhere many times that in any of the animal 
kingdoms. 

«IlefeiTiu4 to the PaciOc slope of Nicaragua, the climate and nattiral productions of 
which are essentially identical. Thomas Pelt (The Naturalist in Nicaragua, p. 41 > says • 
“The barrenness of the landscape U rehrved m March b> several kinds «>f trees bursVin- 
into Ilower when they have siu-d t)o ir loaves, and presenting groat donu*-, of brilliant 
color — some pink, others ifd. l)lue, yellow, or white. Uko sing’o-colorrd boaqaets Quo 
looked like a gigantic rhododi ndron. with bunches of large pink flowers." 
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or so hidden among the foliage that they only now and then at- 
tract attention; and we never saw anywhere in Costa Rica an ex- 
tensive display of bright colors at all comparable to the splendid 
mass-effect of mountain laurel, rhododendrons, and azaleas on our 
more southern Appalachian mountains, or the vast expanses of 
golden yellow compositee that, in late summer and early fall, glorify 
the open country of our Middle West. Unquestionably the variety 
in tropical flowers is far greater, and many are certainly more beau- 
tiful or showy than any of ours; but usually one must search for 
them or come on them by accident. In the cloud zone, from about 
6,500 to over 9,000 feet above sea level, there are many kinds of 
flowering trees, shrubs, climbers, and parasitic or epiphytic plants, 
but their flowers, while often bright colored or beautiful, are rarely 
conspicuous at a distance.* 

The one absolutely distinctive feature of the Tropics, especially 
the more humid portions, is the vegetation. This is so different from 
that of any portion of the United States that we have nothing com- 
parable — merely a faint suggestion in the “ hammocks ” of southern 
Florida. In the Naturalists’ Voyage in the Beagle, Darwin remarks: 

Wlien quietly walking along the shady pathways [at Ealua, Brazil], and ad- 
miring each successive view I wished to find language to express my ideas. 
Epithet after epithet was found too weak to convey to those who have not 
visited the intertropical regions the sensation of delight which the mind 
experiences. I have said that the plants in a hothouse fail to communicate 
a just idea of the vegetation, yet I must recur to it. The land is one great wild, 
untidy, luxuriant hothouse, made by nature for lierself. but taken possession of 
by man, who has studded it with gay houses and formal gardens. How great 
would be the desire of every admirer of nature to behold, if such were possible, 
the scenery of another planet ; yet to every person in Europe it may be truly 
said that, at the distance of only a few degrees from his native soil, the glories 
of another world are open to him. In my last walk I stopped again and again 
to gaze on those beauties, and endeavored to fix in my mind forever an impres- 
sion which at the time I knew sooner or later must fail. The form of the 
orange tree, the coconut, the palm, the mango, the tree fern, the banana will 
remain clear and separate : but the thousand beauties which unite these into one 
perfect scene must fade away ; yet they will leave, like a tale heard in childhood, 
a picture full of indistinct, but most beautiful figures. 

And in his “ Retrospect ” that distinguished naturalist further says : 

\\ hen I say that the scenery of parts of Europe is probably superior to any- 
thing which we beheld, I except, as a class by itself, that of the intertropical 
regions. The two classes can not be compared together. As the force of im- 
pressions generally depends on preconceived ideas, I may add that mine were 
taken from the vivid descriptions in the Personal Narrative of Humboldt, which 
far exceed in merit anything else X have read. Yet with these high-wrought 
ideas my feelings were far from partaking of a tinge of disappointment on my 
first and final landings on the shores of Brazil. 

’On the volcano of PoSs, however, there was a mistletoe which completely covered 
certain trees with a nearly solid mantle of bright red flowers. 

101257—23 21 
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Darwin’s impressions of tropical scenery, or rather of tropical 
vegetation, were probably the same as those of others when, for the 
first time, they gazed on the splendid vegetation of the humid Tropics ; 
that is, those parts where abundant and frequent rains produce a 
perennial verdure, for the contrast in the vegetation of the humid 
with that of the arid Tropics is even greater than between the former 
and that of the more humid parts of the Temperate Zone. 

The dominant feature of the humid Tropics is the forest. This 
covers the whole countr}^ except where cleared by man, with a con- 
tinuous heavy mantle, only the extreme summits of the higher moun- 
tains being treeless: and in Costa Rica the timber-line ” is not the 
effect of altitude but of eruptions of hot ashes, cinders, or gases from 
the volcanic vents. Although continuous in extent, the forest pre- 
sents great differences in its appearance and composition according 
to altitude, the amount and continuity of rainfall, slope exposure, and 
character of soil. According to these variations the forest may be 
roughly divided into the following main t^-pes : 

I. The perennially evergreen forests of the Atlantic or Caribbean 
slope, with the following subdivisions: (a) The forests of the coastal 
plain; (&) the forests of the foothills and lower mountain slopes; 
(c) the forests of the cloud zone. 

II. The only partly evergreen forest of the semiarid Pacific slope. 

Of whatever type, however, all present one feature in common, 

though in varying degree, namely, extreme exuberance of growth and 
variety of composition. 

The Atlantic or Caribbean coastal-plain forest I am least familiar 
with, having seen it only in passing through by train, except that 
portion which, in a more or less modified form, overlaps or merges 
into the mountain forest among the foothills ; consequently, the fol- 
lowing observations apply to the other subdivisions only. It may be 
remarked, however, that the coastal-plain forest represents the acme 
of luxuriance in tropical vegetation, maximum development in size 
of the trees, and of variety of palms and succulent plants with large 
and conspicuous foliage. 

The forests which cover the foothills and greater part of the slopes 
of the mountains are. in general appearance, more monotonous and 
somber than those of the coastal plain. Seen from the outside or at 
a little distance, this forest does not seem very different in appear- 
ance from our northern primitive hardwood forests. The general 
color is perhaps a darker or less vivid green and there is something in 
the contour of the tree tops which seems unfamiliar to the observer 
from the North; they are relatively broader, flatter and more com- 
pact, and when a bare stem can be seen it seems disproportionately 
slender for the broad crown which it supports. For much the 
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greater part of its extent, palms are very little in evidence; often none 
at aU can be seen in an extensive expanse of tree tops. Once inside, 
liowever, and where the trunks of the trees are exposed by clearings, 
the difference is so great that even the most luxuriant broad-leaved 
forests of the more southern United States convey but a faint sug- 
gestion of their bewildering exuberance and infinite variety in de- 
tails of their composition. 

The average tropical forest is practically impenetrable, often ab- 
solutely so without free use of the wood knife or machete. The 
trees, as a rule, are no closer together, and the biggest rarely larger 
than in the heaviest of our virgin hardwood forests. The occasional 
“giants*’ excel ours mainly in the great development of buttresses 
at the base, and wider expanse of their crowns : and I have never seen 
in tropical forests single tree trunks surpassing in uniform thickness, 
length, or symmetry some of the gigantic sycamores, tulip trees, 
black walnuts, pecans, burr oaks, and bottom red oaks which form- 
erly grew in the rich alluvial bottom lands of our Middle West. But 
in tropical forests there are no open spaces or vistas; almost every- 
where between the larger trees is a tangled maze of lesser vegetation 
through which a path must be cut as one proceeds. It is this minor 
growth that displays almost endless variety in form, size and color 
of foliage, for the leaves of the trees themselves are singularly uni- 
form in type. Cablelike vines are stretched from tree to tree and 
hang in loops or spirals, some of them zigzag and curiously flattened ; 
aerial roots of epiphytic plants growing on the larger branches of the 
trees are suspended from tree tops, hanging straight down like cords 
or ropes, frayed or fringed at the lower end by incipient rootlets, or, 
having reached the ground, have taken root there and will soon form 
separate tree trunks, or have already done so; climbing plants of 
numberless kinds ascend these cablelike growths, and a network of 
climbing ferns and other tough-stemmed climbing plants interlace 
the whole. Each tree is itself a veritable botanical garden, for not 
only are the lofty crowns burdened with masses of parasitic or epi- 
phytic plants — ferns, orchids, bromeliads, aroids, cacti, and others 
belonging to unfamiliar orders — but the trunks themselves are simi- 
liarly decorated. Often what seems at first sight to be a single trunk 
will on closer view prove to be a compound one, the original stem 
lost in a confusion of several twisted woody climbers, the foliage of 
each forming a separate mass or tier. The ground itself is covered 
with plants of numerous kinds, lycopodiums, peperomias, ferns, etc., 
the kinds varying greatly with locality. Xone of our northern for- 
ests contain anything like so great a variety in the trees themselves; 
rarely are two examples of the same species seen near together, but 
usually each tree is different from all others in its vicinity. 
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So exubei'ant is the growth of vegetation in the humid tropics 
that all spots from which the surface soil has been removed are 
quickly covered with a new growth. Even steep railway cuts are 
densely clothed with ferns, lycopodiums, begonias, and numerous 
other plants, and a bare spot is to be seen only where there has been a 
very recent landslide or where an overhanging bank has fallen. The 
fences inclosing fit^lds and plantations are living fences, made by 
merely setting freshly cut poles or stakes into the ground; even the 
telephone and telegraph poles often break out in foliage, and trees 
cut down inside a coffee plantation and taken outside had, as they 
lay on the ground, taken root and thrown out new branches. 

As in parts of the Temperate Zone, there are in the Tropics many 
local variations in the character of the forest. Some of these depar- 
tures from the prevalent type are difficult to account for. Occa- 
sionally one finds an area of forest on which the growth is con- 
spicuously different from that of adjoining tracts. One such, on the 
hills immediately above Bonilla® was as different in its appearance 
and composition from other forests in that neighborhood as are 
the post- oak and blackjack woods from the luxuriant mixed growth 
of rich bottom lands in the middle or southern portions of the eastern 
United States. There was little exuberance in either the under- 
growth or the epiphytic and parasitic decorations upon the trees, 
and but for the obvious fact that all the plants were different one 
might easily imagine himself in an ordinary hardwood forest in the 
States. 

On the Pacific slope, the country lying between the Central Cor- 
dillera on the north and the Candelaria Mountains on the opposite 
side of the San Jose Valley, as well as the mountains themselves 
up to the cloud zone, and thence to the coast, has been completely 
deforested, for it is there that the bulk of the population lives. Conse- 
quently it is only on the higher parts of the mountains and in certain 
places near the coast that any considerable part of the original forest 
remains. Two trips, one on foot, the other on horseback, were made 
through the virgin forest of the Pacific coastal plain occupying the 
district about the lower course of the Rio Grande de Tarcoles, near 
the Gulf of Isicoya, through which a cart road to Pigres had been 
cut. There, two conspicuous features at once attract attention: the 
rank undergrowth of canna-like plants (whether really cannas or 
heliconias, I am unable to say), growing 10 to 12 feet hiirh, which 
covers the greater part of the ground, much as canebrakes do in por- 
tions of our southern forests (pi. 5, fig. 2), intermingled with clumps 
of small and beautiful but frightfully thorny palms, while most of 
the large tree trunks were decorated for their entire length by a climb- 

« The hacienda of Bonilla is on the Caribbean slope at an altitude of 2,600 feet. 
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ing aroid, the Monstera deliciosa^ ^ith immense caladium-like but 
divided leaves, and bearing an edible fruit. Most of the trees were 
unknown to me by name, but among them were many gigantic fig 
trees with grotesquely compound stems (grown from the slender 
aerial roots which originally descended from the top of some tree on 
which the fig grew as an epiphyte, the parent tree itself long since 
strangled and decayed) It being the dry season, a large proportion 
of the trees were quite leafless. Here, and here only, was seen the 
magnificent leguminous tree called by the natives guanacaste^ its lofty 
crown of small pinnate foliage (much like that of the honey locust), 
supported on a tall, straight trunk coA^ered with a smooth gray bark, 
much like that of the beech. This Avas probably the tallest tree in the 
forest, but to say how tall it grew would be mere guesswork ; I only 
know that a pair of macaws who were squabbling among the loAver 
branches of one, in plain view, looked no larger than doves, and that 
a full charge from a shotgun merely sent them away, the forest re- 
sounding with their discordant squaAvking as they disappeared. A 
tree of unknoAvn species standing some distance off the road attracted 
attention from the enormous spread of its massive crown, which could 
have been scarcely less than 200 feet across. Curious to know the 
size of its trunk we cut a sAvath through the undergroAvth of cannas 
to its base. The buttresses connecting it Avith the ground were 
so high that the tape could not be passed around the trunk, but the 
distance, on the ground, betAveen the extremities of opposite but- 
tresses was 30 feet. 

While the forests of the lowlands are in some respects more beau- 
tiful and certainly more Aaried, I belieA^e that the maximum of 
density, especially of the undergroAYth, is attained by those of the 
higher altitudes, or in the so-called cloud zone. These vary in char- 
acter not only with altitude and slope exposure but also on differ- 
ent mountains; but, being constantly saturated Avith moisture from 
daily rains or heavy fogs all are perpetually dripping and peren- 
nially green; and it is here that ferns (including tree ferns), mistle- 
toes, bamboos, mosses, and lichens are most abundant. Further 
detail concerning these rain forests Avill be reserved for descrip- 
tions of special localities Ave were so fortunate as to visit. 

Notwithstanding the splendor of their development in the way of 
luxuriant and infinitely varied undergrowth and decoratiA^e epiphytes, 
parasitic plants, and vine drapery, the foliage of the trees themselves 
in a tropical forest is singularly uniform in character. Of course the 
palms are excepted, as are also the beautiful tree ferns, which in a 
variety of species, now and then form a conspicuous feature in 


We measui-e.l one of these tret^s that was 30 feet in diameter, ineludin- 
'^tween the several stems. This particular tree included amous its epiplutie’ 
a nnc spocimcn of the leaf-cactus {PhyUoaictus) . (Sec pi. 3 fi<r 2 
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the cooler forests of the cloud zone; but the greater number of the 
dicotjdedonous trees, which almost everywhere predominate, have 
leaves of practically one form — oval, ovoid, oblong, or elliptical, 
with entire margins, but varying, of course, in size, venation, and 
other details. I searched everywhere in vain for a leaf of tree, 
shrub, or climber with serrated margins. No leaves at all like those 
of our oaks (excepting those of the laurel-oak group), maples, 
sycamore, sweet gum, or others of our northern woods with deeply 
divided or lobed leaves were seen, the nearest approach being the 
gucvmvio (a species of Cecvofia)^ conspicuous for its large, palm- 
ately-divided peltate leaves. There are a few trees with heart- 
shaped leaves, like those of our redbud and catalx^as, and a con- 
siderable num])er with pinnate leaves, especially of the sort with 
small leaflets and fernlike foliage, like our locusts {Rohinia and 
Gleditsia)^ and, indeed, belonging to the same natural order of 
plants. The latter are particularly numerous on the Pacific side, 
while on the Atlantic slope, the so-called Spanish cedar, or cedro^ 
has more coarsely pinnate leaves, resembling those of the black 
walnut or Ailanthus; in fact, tlie big cedros much resemble in 
appearance (except for their enormous buttresses) gigantic black 
walnuts. As before remarked, the prevailing oval, ovoid, oblong, 
or elliptical leaves borne l)y the majority of the trees, vary greatly 
in size and other details. Many trees on the Caribbean slope had 
leaves more or less resembling those of our southern evergreen 
Magnolia (J/. grandifora ) ; and I remember one in particular (at 
Guayabo) whose leaves were so hard and heavy that in falling (as 
they did at intervals during our presence there in May) they made 
a noise when they struck the ground like that of shingles dropped 
from a housetop. 

Tree trunks with rough or deeply furrowed bark, like that of our 
black oaks, are rare in tropical forests, and it is only occasionally that 
one is seen with a roughish or moderately furrowed bark, like that 
of our white oaks, tulip tree, sweet gum, etc. ; the prevailing style is 
a smoothish gray one, more or less like that of the beech, though there 
are many with smooth bark of some other color, as the Jiura. with a 
smooth pinkish buff stem (pi. 5, fig. 1), another, Avhose name I did 
not learn, with bark of almost snowy whiteness, and one with bark 
of trunk and branches a bright Venetian red. Others have cream- 
colored, buff, or greenish smooth bark, while many are conspicuously 
mottled. 

With all the endless variety and magnificence of detail within a 
tropical forest, this is hidden from view except where inroads have 
been made by the hand of man. There are no vistas such as often 
occur in our northern woods, except where the solid mass of vegeta- 
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tion is broken by some stream or where clearings have been made; 
all is a matted and tangled mass of vegetation through which it is 
necessary to cut one's way. On the Pacific slope, where demolition 
of the forest has been sadly overdone, the long dry season greatly 
facilitates the burning of the trees and undergrowth, and in con- 
sequence, as has already been stated, there is no real forest between 
San Jose and Punta Arenas. On the Atlantic slope, however, the 
labor of clearing is far greater and therefore, except on the coastal 
plain, where extensive areas have been cleared for banana planta- 
tions, most of the openings in the virgin forest are the partially 
cleared 'potreros (woods pastures) of the several large cattle ha- 
ciendas. Very little of beauty has been left in the more densely in- 
habited portions of the Pacific slope, so nearly complete has been 
deforestation there : but in the potreros of the Atlantic slope, where 
only the smaller trees and undergrowth have been removed, and the 
ground sown to tropical pasture grasses, as at Bonilla, Guayabo, 
Coliblanco, and El Paraiso, one can walk freely beneath the large 
trees that have been spared and realize more than elsewhere the 
charm of tropical vegetation. These are, indeed, the real ‘"beauty 
spots,” and it was the writer’s good fortune to remain at each of the 
places named for from several days to several weeks. To adequately 
describe all that was seen there would be impossible; but mention 
of the more striking features of these wonderful spots may be worth 
the reader’s time. 

Our first visit to the “ cloud zone ” was to the summit of the volcano 
of Poas (8 JOG feet) — the only constantly active volcano of Costa 
Pica— which was reached by rail from San Jose to Alajuela, thence 
to the base of the cinder-cone by horseback. The most noteworthy 
incident of the railway trip was the astonishing sight of children 
coasting — actually coasting in the Tropics. It was the middle of 
the dry season, and the long drought had dried the grass on the 
steep hillsides to such a degree that walking upgrade with shod feet 
was well-nigh impossible. The barefooted children, however, were 
making the most of these slippery hillsides, and, Avith improvised 
sleds, of different patterns, were gleefully sliding downhill, “ belly- 
buster ” and otherwise, and having every whit as much fun as our 
youngsters do in coasting dov\ n a snow-covered slope. 

Leaving Alajuela at dusk, we arriA^ed during the night at San 
Pedro de Poas, Avhere a halt Avas made for supper. Kesuining our 
journey, a brilliant moon illumined the way, the moonlight gradually 
merging into daylight as the sun rose aboA^e the cordillera. The 
lecheria (dairy farm) at the upper edge of the deforested zone was 
reached in time for breakfast, after which our horses plunged, single 
file, for the trail was wide enough only at intervals for two animals 
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to pass, into the dense and luxuriant forest. The trail was every- 
where knee-deep in black mud, often deeper, for the ground here 
never becomes dry ; and the mud being filled with roots of the trees, 
our horses constantly stumbled. Except for the novelty of the sur- 
roundings, it can not be said that this portion of the trip was par- 
ticularly enjoyable. Here in this wonderful forest we first saw the 
quetzal — ^the royal bird of the Aztecs, perhaps the most gracefully 
beautiful of all birds— in a setting no less magnificent than itself; 
for it is in the cloud-zone forests that vegetation reaches its maxi- 
mum density, and its decorative features, while very different from 
those of the tier r a caliente^ are no less beautiful and varied. 

We emerged from the forest tunnel upon an open space of circular 
form, evidently an ancient crater ; here our horses were tethered, for 
we were near the base of the cinder-cone. Walking through a narrow 
belt of more open forest, \ve entered the last zone of vegetation, a 
dense and tangled chaparral, beyond which rose the steeper but more 
uniform slope of scoriaceous material ejected from the crater during 
past eruptions. On reaching the summit we were disappointed to 
find the crater completely filled with dense clouds ; but a strong wind 
soon dispelled these and revealed a vast pit like amphitheater with 
nearly vertical walls, said to be 400 meters (about 1,300 feet) high, 
enclosing a nearly circular pit, apparently a mile or more across,^^ 
with a boiling lake occupying a portion of the crater floor. The 
walls everywhere bore evidence of ]iliitonic action, in places being 
red, as if calcined. Soon the clouds drifting in from the Caribbean 
Sea again closed the crater, and we descended, by a different trail, 
to the shore of a beautiful lake of nearl}’^ ice-cold water — another 
extinct crater — hemmed in on all sides by dense forest. At intervals 
during our stay the stillness was broken by explosions of the boiling 
lake within the crater, sometimes of such force that the ground 
trembled, and the noise of the explosion was like that of heavy 
artillery.^- 

Coliblanco is near the foot of the southern slope of the volcano of 
Turrialba, at an elevation estimated to be about G,500 feet. The 
estate is literally hewui and burnt out of the primitive forest, which 
commences almost at the back door — more exactly at the base of the 
steep mountain slope a half mile or so in the rear of the house — the 
intervening space having been cleared of the smaller trees and un- 
dergrowth, and the grown sowm to pasture grasses. The photo- 
graph (pi. 3, fig. 2) will give some idea of the general appearance 


10 The upper etlue of this open space is shown in plate 2, 1. 

11 The distance may in reality be less, but I did not get information as to this. 

15 The year following our last visit there was a great eruption of this volcano, during 
which the pillar of steam or smoke ascending from the crater was estimated to be some 
7 miles high. 
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of the fotrero but can convey no conception of the striking and har- 
monious color-scheme, in which, no less than in variety of its com- 
position, consists the glory of tropical vegetation. Almost every 
tree here has its own peculiar hue of green; a deep dark, almost 
olive, green predominates, but some trees are blue-green, some yellow- 
green, some nearly golden, others almost russet, according to the 
species. Most of the trees support flowering vines, epiphytes or 
parasites (orchids, bromeliads, aroids, mistletoes, etc.), while some 
bear showy flowers of their own; one tree especially, an Erythrind^ 
with bright scarlet flowers, was much frequented by humming 
birds. In some places, mostly on the moister slopes or on the 
sides of ravines, groAv clumps or groves of beautiful tree ferns, of 
half a dozen or more species, some of them 30 to 40 feet high. I very 
much regret that my attempts at photographing these were failures, 
on account of underexposure. In very wet or marshy tracts are 
large caladiumlike aroids whose immense leaves more than once 
served as a shelter from hard showers ; one had only to se^ er the stem 
with a machete and use the leaf as umbrella. Xo where else have I 
ever seen so great a variety of ferns. These were mostly epiphytic, 
growing on trunks and branches of trees, on stumps and old logs, 
as well as on the ground. During one of my tramps 1 happened on 
a stump which was completely covered with growing plants, ferns 
predominating. These exhibited such variety that it occurred to me 
to see how many kinds of ferns there were; when I could find no 
more that were different, I counted 21 species ! 

The hacienda of El Paraiso is about 3,000 feet above Coliblanco 
(9,680 feet above sea level), near timber line on Turrialba. The 
name, meaning The Paradise,” is well chosen, for it seemed that 
the very climax of beauty was there attained. The air vras cool and 
bracing, though at night much too cold for comfort. Xt times each 
day clouds from over the Caribbean Sea drifted in and enveloped 
everything in a wet, impenetrable fog, so dense that one could not 
see the nearest objects, and therefore had to remain stock-still until 
the cloud had passed. The intervals of bright sunshine were fre- 
quent, however, and of longer duration; and it was then that the 
prospect was surpassingly lovely. Several hundred acres had been 
completely cleared of all undergrowth and many of the trees as 
well, and the ground sown with European pasture grasses, produc 
ing the effect of a large, well-kept park, with long vistas through 
clumps and groves of Avonderfully beautiful trees, over lawns of 
vivid green, cropped close by grazing cattle and studded with butter- 
cups, daisies, sweet violets, and other European flowers, sprung from 
seed mixed with that of the imported grasses. But there never was 
a nortliern park with such trees — so beautiful in form or foliage, oi* 
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SO bedecked with flowers. Almost every tree bore flowers, either its 
own or of some climbing, epiphytic or parasitic plant, while all 
were further embellished by brightly colored (in part crimson or 
scarlet) rosettelike tufts of “air plants” (bromeliads), or fronds 
of ferns of many kinds. To the right, as one ascended the gentle 
slope, rose, nearly 1,500 feet higher, the steep cinder-cone of the 
volcano, seemingly so near that every detail could be distinctly seen 
(pi. 4, fig. 2). To the left, overlooking a broad expanse of primeval for- 
est, rose the long ridgelike mass of Irazu, the one mountain of Costa 
Rica that is higher than Turrialba. The deep ravines on either side 
of the gently sloping shoulder on Avhich the hacienda rests were still 
occupied by an impenetrable primeval growth. Here severe cold is 
felt at night, especially during the months that correspond to our 
winter, when ice frequently forms, on one occasion to the extent that 
the water pipes supplying the house burst. These pipes were, how- 
ever, laid above the ground. Even during our two visits, in March, 
the nights were uncomfortably cold, and early in the morning the 
pastures were white with frost.^^ Still, the vegetation here was com- 
posed, at least in a large part, of tropical or subtropical types; 
there were bamboos, at least one species of arborescent palm, tree 
ferns, and many kinds of epiphytic bromeliads. The majority of the 
trees belonged to genera or even orders unknown to me, not a single 
genus of the North Temperate Zone being recognized. With so low 
a temperature (which varies but little throughout the year, the 
fluctuations of the thermometer being most marked within each 24 
hours), it seems strange that so varied and beautiful a vegetation, 
evidently in part at least of tropical affinities, could exist. Possibly 
the explanation may be found in the absence of any sudden or very 
great changes in temperature, and the gradual adaptation of the 
flora to the conditions. It is said that, while ice frequently forms on 
both Turrialba and Irazii, snow never falls on either. AVhy this 
should be so may, perhaps, be explained by some meteorologist.^^ 

In the beautiful park of El Paraiso birds seemed to be more 
numerous than in other parts of the country, evidently because 
they could be more easily seen. Large coal-black robins, with golden 
beak and eye-ring, ran gracefully upon the greensward, and it was 
rarely if ever that one was out of hearing of the twitter of 
humming birds or the whir of their wings ; among the latter being 
a most brilliantly colored species (the Pante7^pe ins?(/)us), remark- 
able for the fact that the sexes are quite alike in coloring. That 
finest of all birds, the resplendent trogon or quetzal found here a 

13 Roadie of a tbermomoter, in tli*-' shade, on March 27 were as follows: 5 a. m., 38* ; 
6 : 30 a. m., 42* ; 1 p. m., 61* ; 6 p. m., 52*. 

possible explanation is su^j^ostod by the circumstance that a minimum temperature 
and precipitation are rarely, if ever, coincident, the former occurring,' at night, the latter 
during the day. 
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congenial home, and was very tame ; for several minutes I watched 
a pair perched in a tree close by, and could easily have shot them 
but did not — they were too beautiful and confiding. 

The ascent of the cinder-cone of Turrialba, although fatiguing, 
on account of the steepness of the slope and rough character of the 
surface, was well worth the exertion. The larger growth about the 
hacienda almost suddenly gave way to a dense and tangled chaparral, 
which gradually became more open and composed of smaller bushes, 
among which were many vacciniums or related ericaceous shrubs — 
the first plants of unmistakable northern type that were recog- 
nized— and scattered herbaceous plants, among the latter a scarlet- 
flowered Salvicty much frequented by a small humming bird (Sela~ 
splioms flammula) ; even this scanty growth finally ceased, the 
whole surface consisting of rocks, scoria and sand. The crater is a 
comparatively narrow but profoundly deep fissure, only a few hun- 
dred yards across but several times that length, with perpendicular 
walls some 2.(X)0 feet in depth. Crawling to the edge of this chasm 
and peering caiitioush" into its depths, no evidence of present activity 
was visible within ; but above the northern wall, near the very highest 
point (11,100 feet above sea level), black smoke was continuously 
oozing from the sandy cap. Only one bird, a junco (•/. vulcani) 
was seen near the summit. Tlie ascent, on foot, occupied hours 
and 10 minutes, the descent being made in 2 hours. From the 
summit of Turrialba, as well us from that of Irazu (11,900 feet), 
both oceans can be plainly seen if the weather be favorable ; usually, 
however, the Atlantic (or rather the Caribbean) is hidden by the 
sea of clouds which extends eastward from beneath the mountain 
tops across the entire land. 

Most travelers in tropical countries refer to the nocturnal din 
produced by the combined voices of the numerous insects, froirs. 
toads, and other animals. As to this I must confess to disappoint- 
ment. The most notable, and to one who has never heard it before 
the most startling, sound is that produced by the so-called howling 
monkey. Tliis is also heard during cloudy days, and is really a 
most fearful noise, somewhat like the roar of a lion but much louder 
and more prolonged. It is nsuallv produrcil by several animals in 
concert, and is plainly audible at a distance of several miles.^® At 
Bonilla (2.600 feetl two batrachians serenaded ns nightly. One, 
an enormous toad, many times larger than our common species, gave 
concerts which at a distance reminded one of the singing at a neo-ro 
camp meeting, though of course without the melody of the latter. 
The other was a very small tree frog, colored a briiliant scarlet or 

Aptly desci-ibeil by Ilai-ry A. Frau.li as “like the ro.ir of a far-o£E riot, like some great 
but dLstant crowd furious with anger.” (Working North from Patagonia, p. o4o.i 
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vermilion red, with feet, and spots on the under side, of steel blue. 
This little creature was very abundant and produced a noise out of 
all proportion to its size. The notes were very metallic, sounding 
much like strokes on the orchestral triangle, each individual having 
a more or less different pitch. The din was terrific until one became 
used to it. We called this performance the “ anvil chorus.” But in no 
part of Costa Kica did I hear a tumult of sounds such as emanate 
from the throats of the several species of frogs and toads during 
early spring evenings in parts of the United States, especially in 
marshy or swampy localities in the Middle West, where the com- 
bined voices of thousands of individuals of a single species {Rana 
areolata) produce a continuous roar. Xo owl was heard with a voice 
as loud or startling as the who-who-who-are you of our common 
barred owl; nor any other night bird with a more vigorous voice 
than our whippoorwill and chuck-wfill’s-widow. Throughout the 
country, except the higher regions, the most frequent night sounds 
were the monotonous Icuh^ huh^ hxik (many times repeated) of a 
diminutive owd {Glaucidlum phalaenoides) and the much louder and 
more plaintive call of the Culejo (pronounced coo-ya-ho), a species 
of goat-sucker {Nyctidroimis albicollis) about the size of our whip- 
poorwill. This sounds like a repetition of the words coo-yd-ho; 
coo-eoo-ydho. At high altitudes another species {Antrosfomus satu- 
ratios) so closely reproduced the call of our whippoorwfill that the 
only difference we could detect was a harsh quality, or ‘‘burr,” 
wanting in the notes of our bird. 

At Bonilla we occasionally heard at night the gruff call — ^between 
a cough and short roar — of the jaguar; and once while out hunting, 
we saw a herd of cattle stampeded by one of these ferocious brutes, 
wdiich kill many cattle on the estate.^® It is said that the jaguar 
never makes two meals off one of its victims but for each meal makes 
a fresh “kill.” Whether this is really true I do not loiow. It is 
also said that the jaguar spring’s upon the shoulders of its prey and 
kills it by twfisting the head with such force as to break the poor 
creature’s neck. 

While the nocturnal sounds were, to us, disappointing, there was, 
as compensation (and to most people a far more attractive entertain- 
ment), a nocturnal sight for w’hich we in the North have no parallel. 
This is the splended pyrotechnic display made by thousands of large 
beetles called, in Costa Rica, Carhuncle^" similar in form to our 
so-called “snapping bugs” and resembling in size and shape that 
large species of the eastern United States having a pair of oval 
black spots upon the thorax (the general color being a dusty or 
finely mottled gray) ; but the tropical species is of a plain reddish 

W\' were inforraeil tliat 22 liaU at Bonilla in one Wfck l,y ja-nar- 

Pronounced carbuncly. ‘ = ^ • 
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brown or chestnut color and the two oval spots on the thorax instead 
of being superficial and black are confluent with the interior anatomy 
and emit a light so brilliant that one or two imprisoned within an 
inverted tumbler produce sufficient light to fairly illumine a room of 
moderate size and by which a book or newspaper can be read if 
sufficiently near. At Bonilla and other localities in the middle por- 
tions of the tierra caliente the pastures and other open places were 
brilliantly lighted each night by great numbers of these beetles as 
they flew about, a few feet above the ground. The display some- 
times made by thousands of our “lightning bugs” or fire-flies over 
damp meadows of a warm summer night is only a feeble imitation, 
for the light of the carbuncle is not intermittent but nearly con- 
tinuous, and differs in color in different individuals (possibly there 
may be more than one species) , yellow in most, but sometimes green 
or occasionally ruby red. 

It has already been remarked that, contrary to the popular impres- 
sion, there are among tropical birds many songsters. Never have 
I heard a greater volume of bird song than on the return trip from 
Coliblanco to Cartago, when dozens of the common robin of Cen- 
tral America {Planesticus grayi) were singing in unison as we 
emerged from the forest and entered an open and partly cultivated 
district. This species has a song exceedingly like that of our robin 
but decidedly finer, being smoother and without the jerky or falter- 
ing delivery of our bird. In many instances it was noted that when 
a North American bird w^as represented in Costa Rica by a closely 
allied or congeneric species the song of the latter was very much finer 
than that of the former. The Costa Rican representatives of our 
robin, house wren, and summer yellow-bird or yellow warbler are 
conspicuous examples. A bird that was common throughout the 
Pacific slope, especially near the coast, belonging to the vireo family 
but of a genus {Cydorhh) not represented in the United States, 
has a song like a glorified or greatly magnified bluebird’s warble. 
But it is among the wrens, which are far more numerously repre- 
sented in tropical America than in the United States, that the most 
remarkable songsters are found. In the dense chaparral forming 
the first zone of vegetation beneath the cinder-cone of the volcano 
of Poas, where profound silence prevails, the oppressive stillness was 
suddenly broken by a startling outburst of most exquisite music from 
some bird concealed in the thicket. The song was not only exceed- 
ingly beautiful but very loud and long continued, and in quality of 
tone reminded me of a Swiss music box. The singer proved to be a 
little short-tailed wren of the genus Henicorluna. Several of tlie 
wrens found only in the forests of the tierra caliente have songs 
that are no less remarkable, but to des^Tibe them would be im- 
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possible; it can onlj^ be said that in the United States we have 
nothing at all like them. Many a time, vhile making my way slowly 
and cautiously through the dense undergrowth I have been trans- 
fixed and thrilled by a sudden outburst of strange melody — as 
startling in its effect as the unexpe-^ ted report of a gun close by — 
from some unseen and then unknown songster; the notes of a quality 
totally different from those produced by any of our northern song- 
sters, far richer, more liquid, but at the same time strictly in 
harmony with the savage wildness of the primeval forest. At 
higher altitudes a small thrush {Catliaimts frantzii) was often heard 
whose song is strikingly similar in character to that of our hermit 
thrush, and every bit as ethereal. 

The bird notes which most attract the attention of the stranger 
in tropical forests are not the songs, however, so much as the odd 
or strange calls of many species. One of the most remarkable of 
these is that of the Costa Rican bell bird, a bird about the size of 
a pigeon, uniform cinnamon-rufous in color with snow-white head 
and neck, and with three long, slender, flexible wattles at the base 
of the bill. A loud explosive whacky as if some one had struck a 
hollow log of hard and resonant wood a heavy blow with an axe or 
heavy mallet, is followed by a long-drawn, exceedingly loud, clear, 
and penetrating whistle — both easily heax'd at a distance of a mile 
or more. Probably next in order of remarkable character, and far 
more often heard, are the loud bubbling notes — half gobble, half 
sputter — of the oropendola. a bird of the hang-nest family but 
nearly as large as a crow, colored black and chestnut with tail 
bright golden yellow. This bird is gregarious, and the singular 
performances of the male are no less remarkable than his notes. 
Throwing himeslf forward until almost suspended beneath his 
perch, with feathers on end, the loud bubbling sound is produced, 
interspersed with hoots and other discordant sounds, and a rustling 
noise, possibly produced by friction or shaking of the primar}^ 
quills. The last was compared by a native boy to the sound made 
by a woman rustling her skirts.” These birds nest in colonies, 
their yard-long purse-like nests suspended from the tips of the 
branches of some isolated tree, comparatively safe from monkeys 
and snakes (pi. 5, fig. 1). Frequently one hears a peculiar rasping 
sound, as if someone were drawing the end of a stick quickly, three 
times in succession, across the ridges of an ordinary washboard, or the 
woven rattan slats of a chair bottom. This is the call of two species 
of toucan {Rampliastos hve vicar inatus and Selenidera spectaltUls) : 
and although these two species belong to very distinct genera and 
are utterly unlike in appearance, I never could tell, from the sound 
alone, which was producing it. Another toucan {Rarnpliastos 
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tocarcl) has altogether different notes; they are pleasant to hear, 
being varied and not unmusical, but somewhat plaintive. 

Some of the pigeons or doves also have notable calls. Once, while 
hunting in the Pacific coastal plain forest, near Pigres, I heard, for 
the first time, a sound resembling that made by blowing, at a certain 
angle, into the mouth of a bottle, but nearly as loud as the bellowing 
of a bull. I followed up the sound, expecting to find a veiy large 
bird — in fact I could think of nothing so likely as a curassow {Crax) ; 
but was amazed to find the performer to be a small blue-gray dove 
(Claravis 'pretiosa) perched on a bare branch, his crop inflated to the 
size of a large walnut at the time each note was produced. There 
are many species of doves or pigeons in the Tropics, and their calls 
are among the bird notes most often heard. That of one species in 
particular was conspicuous and was translated by the natives into 
Don-pdpe-feo (pronounced pap-py-fayo, and meaning “ Don Pape’s 
ugly ”) . Probably the most discordant sounds heard in tropical forests 
are produced by the different species of parrots, especially those large 
and gaudily colored species, the macaws. These are many as to 
species and ver}^ numerous as to individuals. At Pigres, we were 
so unfortunate (in a way) as to be encamped close to the roosting 
place of many hundreds of these birds, representing four of five 
species, ranging in size from the little tovi parrakeet to the huge 
red, yellow, and blue macaw. These birds fed in the forest across 
the river, and, consequently, passed over our camp twice each day — 
on their way to the feeding grounds in the morning and back to their 
roosting place before dark. While preparing for their departure 
in the early morning and, on their return in tlie evening, before 
settling down for the night, their preparations were accompanied 
by much squabbling and such an unearthly squawking, screeching, 
and quacking, that for the time attempts at conversation were quite 
useless. It was a most interesting sight to see these parrots during 
their flight above our camp. Unlike other birds, members of the 
parrot tribe always fly in pairs, no matter how many hundreds or 
thousands may be in one flight ; if one bird is seen by itself, as only 
now and then occurs, that bird has no mate. 

Two members of the hawk tribe also are notable for their loud 
cries, though neither lune louder calls than our red-shouldered hawk 
nor by any means so pleasing to the ear. The red-throated ibycter, 
a large glossy black hawk with white abdomen and bright scarlet 
face and throat, related to the caracara. roves about in small flocks, 
at intervals calling out loudly ca, ca, cu, cdo^ repeated once or twice; 
the other noisy fellow being the laughing falcon {Uerpetotheres 
cochinnaDs). whose cries bear some resemblance to the mirthless 
laughter of a demented person. 
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There are also many calls heard in tropical forests which are 
monotonous repetitions of one note. The many times repeated hooh^ 
kooh^ Jcook^ kook^ of the trogons is frequently heard; and at Coli- 
bianco, and there only, we were at times almost distracted by the 
tireless repetition of a loud and sharp cAip, chip^ chip^ somewhat like 
the call of the male English sparrow as he dances at the entrance to a 
nesting hole, trying to attract a mate, but altogether louder, more 
continued, and of a peculiarly piercing quality. We could never see 
the creature producing this call, but were informed by the natives 
that it was a large humming bird, of which two were common there 
(Eugenes spectablis and Heliodoxa jacula ) ; it may, however, have 
been a tree frog. 

The foregoing is a mere outline sketch of tropical nature. Volumes 
could be filled with interesting details by one sufficiently familiar 
with the subject by longer residence or more prolonged exploration, 
for the material is inexhaustible. To the student of nature, be he 
zoologist, or botanist, the Tropics are full of treasures such as I have 
attempted in vain to adequately describe. To be appreciated in full, 
however, they must be seen at first hand ; for “ like the regal beauties 
of Kio they reveal themselves only to those who come to look upon 
them in person.”^® 


” Franck, Working North from Patagonia, p. 189. 
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THE HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE EVOLUTION- 
ARY IDEA.^ 


By BKA^^ISLAV Pkteo??tevics. 


This historical outline must be very shorty and I will only indicate 
in a few words the main features of the doctrines of evolution held 
by different thinkers. I am making this outline particularly because 
I wish to enable my readers to avoid the mistakes which are so often 
found in even the best known works on this subject. These books 
have been written either by philosophers who were not always in a 
position to really understand the meaning of the scientific doctrines 
of evolution, or by scientists who, on their part, were unable to thor- 
oughly grasp the meaning of the corresponding ideas of the philoso- 
phers. 

In order to make perfectly clear the simple meanings of the differ- 
ent theories about the origin of the world and of things in it, I must 
first briefly state the principal hypotheses about this origin vrhich 
are considered tenable. There are four of them. The first is the 
Iwpothesis of the eternality of things, according to which the inor- 
ganic world is eternal and the organic species also eternal and un- 
changeable (the metaphysical systems of Aristotle and of Spinoza 
are the representative types of this hypothesis). 

The second is that hypothesis of creation which conceives that 
the inorganic world as Avell as the organic species were created by 
God, but, once created, remain unchangeable (this is the orthodox 
I hypothesis of the Church, and the naturalists. Cuvier and Agassiz 
are the best known sponsors of it). 

The third hypothesis is that of spontaneous general creation: 
namely, that the inorganic world was produced out of sheer nothing- 
ness and that organized beings were immediately formed out of a 
transformation of inorganic matter. (The doctrine of Buddha is 
the only representative of this hypothesis concerning the origin of 

the inorganic world, while there are several Greek philosophers 

Anaximander, Empedocles. Epicurus — who teach the spontaneous 
generation of all organic beings, however complex.) 

^Translated by permission fiom “ T/Uvohition T’nivors(‘lle,” by P.ranislav Potronievics, 
of which it forms the fi^st chapter. Librairie Felix A loan, Paris, 1921. 
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Lastly, the fourth hypothesis is that of evolution, according to 
which the inorganic world as it exists to-day comes from a primordial 
state quite diiferent from its present condition, and the organic 
species have been developed by a gradual transformation from in- 
ferior to superior species. (Among scientists, Laplace is the best 
known representative of the theory of the evolution of the inorganic 
world, Lamarck and Darwin, of the evolution of the organic world ; 
among philosophers, Kant is the most noted representative of the 
doctrine of inorganic world evolution, and Spencer, Hartman, and 
Bergson of the idea of the evolution of the organic world.) 

In order to make these four hypotheses more easily understood, I 
am placing them in a diagram which will show plainly their mutual 
relationships. 

Diagram. 


A. Things have no origin 


1. By a supernat- 
ural agency. 


B. Things have) 
an origin. | 


2. By a natural 
agency. 


I. H>"po thesis of eternity.] 
Eternal and unchanging! 
things. j 

II. H>’pothesis of creation. 
Things created, but ever 
unchanging. i 

III. H)7)othesis of spontaneous 

general creation. Things 
are a result of a sudden 
transformation. 

IV. H^’pothesis of evolution.! 

Things are a result of . 
gradual development. J 


1(a) Unchanging 
I things. 


{}>) Changing 
things. 


Before going further, let me name four standard works which may 
be consulted for more detailed study : 

1. The important article of the celebrated historian of Greek 
philosophy, Ed Zeller, Uber die griechischen Vorgiinger Darwin’s,’' 
which was published in Abhandlungen der Berliner Akademie, 1878. 

2. The work of the American paleontologist, H. F. Osborn, “ From 
the Greeks to Darwin. An Outline of the Development of the Evolu- 
tion Idea,” 1894. 

3. “La philosophic zoologique avant Darwin,” 1885, by Edmond 
Perrier. 

4. The excellent article, “Evolution,” which appeared in the last 
edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica. 

Among the different philosophical systems of India, only three de 
serve mention here. There is first, orthodox Brahminism. which pre* 
sents the idea of emanation, by which is meant the eternality of 
things; then we find the system of Sankya, which combines emana- 
tion with a mechanical and evolutionistic explanation of the world; 
and lastly, there is the system of Buddha which is the philosophy of 
the spontaneous generation of the world. 

Among the Greeks the germs of the evolutionistic idea are found 
even in the early speculations about the cosmos put fortli by Hesiod 
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and the Orphics. But Thales is the first who clearly conceives the 
natural origin of the world when he teaches the existence of a 
primordial material from which everything is derived. His disciple, 
Anaximander, goes much further : he is the first declared exponent of 
the evolutionistic idea; he teaches the gradual development of the 
world from an unknown material, and a regular succession of periods 
of the evolution and dissolution of the universe. He also teaches the 
evolution of the earth, and he supposes a spontaneous generation of 
organisms in the water (men, themselves, first appeared in the form 
of fishes). Anaximenes and Diogenes of Appolonia also admit the 
successive periods of the evolution and dissolution of the universe; 
while the doctrine of Pythagoras and the Pythagoreans, although 
insufficiently known, seems to be that of the eternality of the world, 
Heraclitus adds to the idea of successive periods of evolution and dis- 
solution of the universe, his doctrine of perpetual change. But it is in 
the doctrine of Empedocles that the evolutionistic idea reaches its 
height among the pre-Socratic philosophers. Being himself a sup- 
porter of the idea of successive periods of evolution and dissolution 
of the universe, he also conceives this world evolution process as going 
on in a mechanically causal way and he explains this as the inter- 
action of the four elements and the two forces which unite and 
separate them. According to his belief, also, organisms arise from a 
process of spontaneous generation, but he held that it is neA^er com- 
plete organisms which are formed, but only parts of organisms, called 
organs. Wlien they unite, these parts at first form organic combi- 
nations incapable of liAung and propagating themselves, and it is 
only after a series of successive creations of this kind that organisms 
finally appear which are capable of self subsistence. The founders 
of atomism, Lcucippas and Democrites, took over the essential 
features of Empedocles’ doctrine, and perfected the mechanical side 
of it by their doctrine of atoms. 

Finally, Anaxagoras, the last of the pre-Socratic philosophers, is 
tiie only one of these, Avho, while admitting an infinite number of ele- 
ments all different in quality, also supposes chaos as the initial state 
of the Avorld, and that this Avorld developed itself out of chaos when it 
received from God the first impulsion. Anaxagoras is also the first 
who teaches the peculiar doctrine of the eternality of organic germs. 

The teachings of Plato concerning the world and organic species, 
which he conceh'es clearly for the first time by means of his doctrine 
of ideas, is very little understood on account of the allegorical form 
which Plato generally gave to all his doctrines, and especially to his 
theory of the creation of the world in his Timeon.” But it seems to 
me that the true Platonic doctrine is a system of emanation, in which 
God and pure nothingness (identical with empty space and matter) 
are the twm opposite poles. 
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Aristotle’s sj'stem is the type of an antievolutionistic one. The inor- 
ganic world is eternal, eternally expressing the corresponding thought 
of the Divine Being. Although the founder of biology taught that all 
organized beings form a continuous ladder of degrees of perfection 
(from the most primitive plants to man, the most perfect animal) he 
conceives this ladder in a purely static manner, since the organized 
species were, to him, eternal and unchanging. But, on the other side, 
he admits spontaneous generation, even for organized beings rela- 
tively complex. A similar gradation in the domain of the mind is 
taught by Aristotle. 

In post-Aristotelian philosophy Epicurus and his disciple, the 
Roman poet Lucretius, especially merit our attention. In teaching the 
infinity of space and of the number of atoms, Epicurus and Lucretius 
expressly announce that the evolutionary process of worlds has a 
definite beginning in time. According to them, there does not exist an 
evolutionary process of the entire universe, but only evolutionary 
processes in special worlds, separated in the great infinity of space. 
They conceive these evolutionary processes as taking place in a purely 
mechanical vray, and they try to give, for the first time, a rational 
explanation of the evolutionary processes of the worlds. They also 
teach the evolution of the earth. Furthermore, in taking up Em- 
pedocles’ evolutionary doctrine with regard to the organic world. 
Lucretius improves considerably upon this theory by teaching the 
spontaneous generation of entire organisms which appear in a series 
of beings more and more perfect. But that which most arouses our 
admiration for the Roman poet and makes tlie reading of the fifth 
liook of his poem so extremely interesting is his theory of the evolu- 
tion of the human race, of the human mind, of human society. IVe 
feel that v’e are here almost in the presence of a modern scientist. 

Compared with Epicurus and Lucretius, the Stoics are almost re- 
actionaries. They admit, according to Heraclitus, a periodic suc- 
cession of universes, and they teach — this is their original theory — 
the eternality of the germs of things vrhich develop in each univer-o. 

The doctrine of the Xeo-Platonists, Plotinus and Proclus. is the 
theory of the eternality of the world, vhich came forth 1>y a process 
of emanation out of the supreme being, the pure oneness. 

In the middle ages, we find in St. Augustine an allegorical inter- 
preter of the origin of things; St. Augustine supposes that inor- 
ganic matter was created by God and given the power of self- 
development through its own efforts to an ordered inorganic world. 
He teaches in addition the eternality of the organic germs created by 
God. St. Tliomas Atpiinas accepts the doctrine of St. Augustine, 
althougli in a manner somewhat disguised. 

Among the Arabian philosophers, Avieennus is devoted to the 
Neo-Platonic doctrine of emanation; he especially teaches, however. 
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the slow evolution of the surface of the earth. Averroes is an inter- 
preter of Aristotle in evolutionistic sense. But, in general, the Ara- 
bian philosophers and naturalists are faithful disciples of Aristotle. 

During the Eenaissance, Giordano Bruno, although quite modern 
in his theory of the infinitude of the universe, does not declare him- 
self clearly upon the question of an evolution in the universe. He 
teaches the evolution of the earth's surface, but he stands with 
Aristotle in regard to the organic world. The Jesuit, Father Suarez, 
is the first man vho set forth in a perfectly clear manner, the doc- 
trine of the special creation of organic species, a theory which will 
play an important part in the discussion of modern naturalists. 

Among modern philosophers, Francis Bacon is the first to put 
forth the question of the possibility of a transformation in the vari- 
ous species, vritliout in any way admitting sympathy with the idea 
of transform at ion ism. Descartes teaches the evolution of the inor- 
ganic world (the steller system, the solar system, the earth), but 
he quite neglects the question of an evolution in the organic world- 

G. W. Leibnitz is interesting on account of several of his doctrines. 
He formulated these : — 1. The famous principle of continuity, which 
he defines in regard to the organic world in the following terms: 
“The different species of animals are all parts of a single chain 
v/hose links are so intimately fastened together that it can not be 
determined, either by observation or by imagination where one link 
ends and the next begins ” ; 2. Leibnitz teaches the eternality of 
organic germs; 3. He formulates the principle of an immanent evo- 
lution of the mind (from the monad) ; 4. He expresses hypotheti- 
cally the principle of a world evolution, when he says in a passage 
in his “ Theodicee,’’ that it might be true, that the universe was ever 
progressing from good to better. In opposition to Leibnitz, the 
metapliysical system of Spinoza, like that of Aristotle, is the type 
of an antievo]utit)nistic system, the material world ami the spiritual 
world being both, according to Spinoza, the two eternal attributes 
of the divine substance. 

Among the philosophers of the English empirical school we must 
first mention David Hume, who admits the possibility and even the 
probability of the doctrine of evolution in opposition to that of 
creation. But Erasmus Darwin, the English naturalist, goes even 
further than Hume; he openly takes up the theory of organic 
transformation and he sets forth an elaborate system of ingenious 
explanations. A little before him, the celebrated English geologist. 
James Hutton, had developed for the first time the doctrine of the 
slow and uniform evolution of the earth’s surface. 

Kant, the great creator of critical philosopliy, engages our atten- 
tion by .several of his doctrines. To begin with, he tried to develop 
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for the first time in a scientific or at least partly scientific manner 
the doctrine of the evolution of the stellar system and, before 
Laplace, that also of the solar system. Then he went on to discuss 
the doctrine of organic evolution; but, not being able to overcome 
the difficulty of explaining this evolution through mechanical causes, 
he declared himself against it. He admitted, nevertheless, and de- 
fended the social and intellectual evolution of humanity. 

Herder, a contemporary of Kant, is an even stronger supporter 
of the idea of evolution, although he recognizes the possibility of 
the intellectual and social evolution only. But even before Herder 
the idea of evolution and of progress had been introduced into 
history by the Italian, Vico, in liis famous work, ‘^Principii di 
Sciencia Nuova,” 1725. 

In contrast to the majority of German and English thinkers, we 
find in France, in the eighteenth century, many philosophers and 
scientists who are more or less devoted to the idea of organic evo- 
lution. The celebrated astronomer and mathematician, P. L. M. de 
Maupertuis, is the first among modern thinivers who, in his article, 
“ Systeme de la nature; Essai sur la formation des Corps Organises,” 
1751, came out as a definite supporter of the doctrine of transforma- 
tion, while he at the same time set forth the hypothesis of organic 
particles and of the spontaneous generation of organic life. D. 
Diderot follows the doctrine of Maupertuis, but he links it with 
the theory of organic germs and with Empedocles’ teaching about 
imperfect organisms. However, Diderot is of some interest on 
account of his doctrine of social evolution. B. de Maillet teaches 
the metamorphosis of aquatic animals into terrestrial ones; but 
according to him aquatic animals come from indestructible germs. 
He also speaks of the slow evolution of the earth’s surface, and 
because of this doctrine he is, like Hutton in England, a precursor 
of Lyell. 

Ch. Bonnet is an antievolutionist. While admitting the principle 
of continuity held by Leibnitz he deduces from it his famous “ladder 
of beings.” He teaches the eternality of organic germs which de- 
velop into complete organisms; each germ is merely the organism in 
miniature which grows only as it develops itself. (This is the 
theory of evolution lield by Bonnet in contrast to the “ theory of 
epigenesis.”) Bonnet, in opposition to de Maillet, is also a supporter 
of the theory of cataclysms in the history of the earth. 

I. B. Robinet admits, as Bonnet does, the Leibnitzian principle 
of continuity and widens its scope by formulating a “ladder of 
beings ” wliich includes both inorganic and organic things. He also 
teaches the eternality of organic germs, but he opposes the theory 
of cataclysms. 
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Buffon begins by being an adherent of the idea of fixity of species ; 
but later, he has a partial glimpse of their transmutability. The 
great Swedish naturalist Linnaeus formulates, on the contrary, the 
theory of the fixity of species, teaching that there are “as many 
species as there came couples from the hands of the Creator 

But it was in France at the end of the eighteenth century that 
the doctrine of inorganic evolution was elaborated for the first 
time in a scientific manner by the mathematician and astronomer 
Laplace; he, however, limited his doctrine to the solar system (in 
a note to his work, “ Exposition du systeme dii nionde,” 1796). 

The French thinkers of the eighteenth century, Turgot and 
Condorcet, also hold an important place in the development of the 
theory of social evolution. 

The great German philosophers of the commencement and of the 
first half of the nineteenth century were in general opponents of 
evolutionism. Schelling’s philosophy of identity supposes in nature 
a series of gradations beginning in inorganic forces passing through 
organic beings, and finishing in self-conscious mind. But these 
gradations, according to him, are all in existence simultaneously. 
Hegal admits Schelling’s antievolutionistic point of view as to 
nature (the inorganic and organic world) — nature being, according 
to his idea, the externalization of the idea, the essence of which is 
only a purely logical process of conceptual evolution. But in the 
domain of mind, Hegel expressly recognizes temporal evolution, 
and he is one of the most important proponents of the intellectual 
and social evolution. (His work “ Philosophie der Gescliichte ” is a 
work which marks a date in the history of this evolution.) Schopen- 
hauer is still more reactionary than Hegel; he declares himself a 
resolute opponent of evolution in the domain of nature (where he 
recognizes only degrees of objectivation of the will) as in those of 
the mind and of history. He also admits in geology the theory of 
revolutions. 

Among the disciples of Schelling, on the contrary, some are 
declared sympathizers with the doctrine of organic transformation. 
First, Oken, who advances the theor}^ of cells by his doctrine of 
infusorian spheres (these becoming animals in the water and plants 
in the air) ; these spheres, according to Oken, being the immediate 
product of the primitive jelly. Immediately after him came Treviranus 
who, even before Oken and at the same time as Lamarck in France, 
had developed the doctrine of organic transformation (in his work, 
“Biologic oder Philosophie der lebenden Xatur,” 6 Bde, 1802-1822). 
Oken and Treviranus were as distinguished naturalists as philos- 
ophers, and they are the only philosophers who, as original thinkers, 
clearly conceived and maintained the doctrine of organic evolution. 
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Goethe, the great poet, was never a declared advocate of organic 
transformation, although he discussed it during his last years under 
the influence of the French transformationists. E. von Baer, the 
celebrated founder of embryology, became, esj^ecially after Darwin, a 
convinced transformationist; indeed he came very near recognizing 
evolution as a universal process. 

At the beginning and in the first half of the nineteenth century, 
the doctrine of organic evolution was developed by the scientists in 
France in a manner much more definite than in Germany. It is 
especially Lamarck who contributed the most to this development 
in his “ Philosophie zoologique,” 1809, and in some earlier essays (the 
first one is dated 1801). Discussing the idea of species, Lamarck 
directs special attention to the artificial nature of this idea; to the 
numerous transitions from one species to another; to the fact of 
A^arieties and the connection of these Aairieties with different external 
circumstances; to the short duration of the life of existent species so 
far as Ave can establish the stability of these species. Those are the 
principal arguments Avhich he presents in faAmr of transmutability of 
species. While insisting upon the slow but continuous ca olution of 
the earth’s surface, he gains a partial idea of the direct connection 
Avhich exists between this CA^olution and that of the organic world. 
But it is especially in the exposition of the causes of organic eAmlii- 
tion that the Avork of Lamarck presents an extraordinary originality : 
a part of his Avork Avhic h Ave can not discuss here. 

Geoffrey Saint-Hilaire united Avith his theory of the unity of 
plan, the doctrine of organic transformism, attributing the cause of 
these transformations to the ambient Avorld. 

But while Lamarck and Geoffrey Saint-Hilaire represent the doc- 
trine of transformism, the opposing doctrine, that of the creation of 
species, has nowhere found adAmcates more enthusiastic and distin- 
guished than Cuvier and Agassiz. 

When once this last doctrine had been expressly introduced into 
natural history by the SAvedish naturalist Linnaeus, Cuvier set him- 
self to demonstrate it by observed facts. In linking the doctrine of 
flxity of species to that of the successive revolutions of the globe, he 
taught a series of successiA^e creations of species; but, according to 
him, some of these species are not exterminated by the rcA^olutions, 
and there liaA^e always been migrations of some species that surAuved. 
Above all, Agassiz became the typical advocate of the creation 
theory, teaching tliat God j^roduced, in different geological periods, 
organic species more and more perfect, AAdrich, once created, remained 
unchanged. 

Auguste Comte, founder of the positivist philosophy, although a 
resolute adAX)cate of the intellectual and social eAa)lution — especially 
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evidenced in his celebrated law of three stages— also remained a 
declared opponent of organic transformation. 

Finally, at the beginning of the se'ond half of the nineteenth 
century, Darwin succeeded in definitely establishing the doctrine of 
organic transformation in his celebrated work, ‘‘Origin of Species,” 
1859. The arguments brought forward by Darwin in support of 
this doctrine are so numerous and for the most part so original that 
they place this scientist quite above Lamarck, and it is not at all 
ar^tonishing to see that the doctrine of transformation was adopted 
by the scientific world only after his vigorous and decisive arguments 
were published. Just as remarkable as this reasoning is the theory 
of natural selection which Darwin proposed (at the same time as 
Wallace) to support his theory of the evolution of the organic world; 
but upon this point the principle of Lamarck is perhaps of equal 
imxDortance with that of Darwin. Darwin also holds an important 
place in the development of the theory of intellectual and social 
evolution through his work on the origin of man, ‘‘The Descent of 
Man,” 18T1. 

Before Darwin, the great English geologist, Lyell, definitely 
destroyed the theory of cataclysms in geolog}" and introduced instead 
the theory of slow and continuous changes due to agents still in action 
to-day at the surface of the earth. But after the triumph of the 
Darwinian theory of transformation, the idea of evolution was defi- 
nitely adopted by geologists in a more precise sense than that of 
Lyeli. 

It was only when the doctrine of organic transformation was 
proposed and elaborated by Lamarck and Darwin that the philoso- 
phers began to glimpse the universal importance of the principle of 
evolution. Herbert Si)encer was the first to grasp this importance, 
and while giving the formula of a general law of evolution, he 
applied this formula to the entire field of empirical reality, and even 
to the totality of things in the universe, but he never tried to ex- 
amine the conditions necessary to a total evolution of the world. 

Ed. Hartmann was the first among speculative philosophers to set 
foith clearly, in his celebrated '' Philosophie des I'^nbewussten.” 1809, 
the problem of the world evolution, and while determining some of 
the essential conditions of that evolution, to try to give for the first 
time a positive solution of this problem. 

Finally, H. Bergson, in “L’Evolution Creatrico,” 1907. tried to 
state the principle of world evolution as identical with that of or- 
ganic evolution, and with the actual duration of p-ychic time. Thus 
TiCrgson's doctrine is an example of a phenomenon which is not at all 
rare in the history of general ideas, a universal truth which has been 
found and (daborated according to scientific research (Laplace. La- 
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marck, Lj*ell, and Darwin are the four greatest scientists who devoted 
themselves to this research) ends by being proclaimed by a philoso- 
pher as, so to speak, a logical necessity. 

As the present short outline of the historical development of the 
idea of evolution shows, this idea has been established much more 
by scientific research than by philosophic speculation. And while 
the inorganic evolution was recognized by some of the Greek 
philosophers and by Descartes and Kant, the idea of organic evolu- 
tion was never an integral part of any of the great systems of 
philosophy, and no great philosopher before Darwin had recognized 
the general and universal bearing of the idea of evolution. It is a 
rather extraordinary fact that an idea of an eminently philosophic 
importance, such as the idea of universal evolution, should never have 
been recognized as such until after science had demonstrated it — - 
this is a bit humiliating to philosophers ; and it shows us that human 
loiowledge, if it wishes to attain its total unity, must find its support 
and its inspiration as much in scientific research as in pure specula- 
tion. 



THE HEEEDITY OF ACQUIKED CHAEACTERS. 


By L. CufiNOT, 

Professor of the Coll eg e of Sciences at Nanci/. 


An acquired character is a inodiiicution appearing in a plant or an 
animal, at any age whatsoever, which is plainly the effect of an ex- 
terior and accidental cause, of such nature that if this cause had not 
inten^ened, the modification would certainly not have been pro- 
duced. Acquired characters are legion. We will cite a few to fix 
our conception of them and to illustrate the definition : The immun- 
ity which follows an infectious disease; the sensibility to injections 
of equine serum which is exhibited by the Tartar peoples nourished 
by the milk and meat of the horse; the pigmentation of the bare 
parts of the human skin exposed to the action of the open air and 
especially of light ri(*h in ultra-violet rays ; an accidental mutilation ; 
the modifications presented by plants of the plain when transj^lanted 
to Alpine regions; the enlargement and the strength of a muscle 
systematically exercised; everything which man learns during his 
lifetime, such as his language, his writing, any form of spoid, etc. 
It is understood that an acquired character is just the difference be- 
tween the normal condition, or the condition which served as the 
point of departure before the action of the modifying cause, and the 
new condition after the action of that cause. 

In order to consider a character as acquired, it is necessary that 
the relation of cause to effect should be evident, either when the 
cause has been made to act experimentally, or when the observation 
of nature has been made with the care and exactness of an ex- 
periment (which is rare). It is well known that for a long time, 
until about 1888, it was believed without question that the acquired 
character was hereditary to a more or less marked degree; that is, 
that parents having acquired a certain thing would procreate a 
generation presenting more or less completely, at least in the shape 
of an indication or a rudiment, the acquired bodily modification, in 
the absence of the extenor cause xclilch had prodticed it in the 
parents, Lamarck and his school made of this heredity of acquired 

^Translated by permission from the Revue U/nerale des Sciences, Oct. 15, 1921. 
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characters the pivotal point of their theory of evolution and of 
adaptation. Darwin and Herbert Spencer also fully accepted it. 
It is useless to insist on the cax:)ital importance of the phenomenon 
for the general exx^lanation of adax^tations. Without for the moment 
asking ourselves why, we can see that the reactions of the individual 
to any exterior action whatever have very generally an adaptive 
or protective value: A tanned skin is less penetrable by ultra- 
violet rays; immunity protects against a new attack of disease; a 
muscle, a joint, exercised within certain limits, functions more 
easily and more effectively than before the training. If the 
heredity of acquired characters exists, to however slight a degree, 
we x^ossess the ke^^ to an enormous number of adax^tations. If 
it does not exist, we must find other exx:>lanations. 

This is not alone a question which interests speculatiAe scholars 
isolated from the world; it is also a question of importance to society. 
When it is repeated to the public at large that the x^ractioe of sports, 
even to excess, prepares for vigorous new generations, the idea is 
certainly entertained that the all-round athletes ” or even those 
who are abnormally specialized by exercise, will bequeath to their 
descendants at least a rudiment of their acquired qualities. It is 
surely the opinion of breeders, who believe that the effects of the 
training of race horses, of the gocd or bad nutrition of cattle, are 
transmissible in certain measure. 

It Avas not until 1883 that, for theoretical reasons whose value has 
not been diminished by time, Pfliiger,- on the one hand, and Weis- 
mann,^ on the other (Essay on Heredity, read at a public meeting 
when he was tendered the position of vice rector of the University 
of Freiburg, on June 21, 1883), Avere led to formally doubt this 
heredit 3 ^ Weismann presented arguments of such force — he exam- 
ined the whole question with so penetrating a critique — that it is 
only just to giA^e him the credit for the change of ox:)inion Avhich 
dates from his lecture of 1883. But if he convinced many biologists, 
he encountered also unyielding opx^onents so x^owerful that for 37 
A^ears, in spite of numerous and remarkable researches, the heredity 
of acquired characters has remained a problem continually x)resented. 
It ma}" be said that all the experimental proofs Avhich haA^e been 
contributed to the support of the transmission (E. Fischer, Stand- 
fuss, Kammerer, etc.) are mediocre and do not lead to conviction, 
or are susceptible of criticism and interpretations Avhich Aveaken their 
demonstratiA^e value, or, indeed, are franklj^ contradicted (as in the 

2 I’fliiger, Ueber den Einlluss der Schw.-rkraft auf die TlnJIung der Zellen und auf die 
Entwicklung des Embryo, Arch. f. Phys., t. XXXII, 1888, p. 6S. 

“Weismann, Essais ynr ril^r6dlt6 et la sCdoctiou initurolle, trad, de A'arignj', Paii'-;, 
1802. 
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case of the mutilations and the experiments of Brown-Sequard). In 
truth the decisive experiment, verified and certain, is still lacking. 
As for the nonexperimental proofs, they are always subject to discus- 
sion and can never attain beyond second rank. 

As it is necessary, however, to hold some opinion on a question 
so important that it dominates all the conceptions of evolution, we 
must decide for ourselves according to the relative weight which we 
attribute to the various arguments, and naturally each one of us 
holds the more strongly to his own view, the more this view allows 
for a greater degree of personal appreciation. Some, partisans of 
heredity, receive with pleasure experiments or observations, even 
mediocre, which seem to them to constitute proofs; others who re- 
ject it, hunt for weak points in the demonstrations, and usually 
find them. It is almost a matter of faith, of nationality. The great 
majority of French zoologists favor the affirmative, folloAving Gi- 
ard, Edmond Perrier, Le Dantec, F. Houssay, Dclage, all more 
or less Lamarckists : the Americans, except some paleontologists, 
are nearly all for the negative. I am perfect!}^ ready to admit that 
up to the present I have imt mvself on the negative side. 

It is obvious that there are categories of acquired characters 
arising from different causes: (1) Mutilations; (2) the effects of 
parasitic diseases producing a general intoxication; (3) the action 
of the great natural factors, light, temperature, humidity, salinity, 
nourishment; (I) the effects of use or those of disuse; (5) the 
psychic acquisitions of training, of instruction. In my opinion, the 
negative demonstration, that of the nonheredity of acquired char- 
acters of one of these categories, is of value for that one only, and 
can not legitimately he extended to the others, for if there are cer- 
tain acquisitions of the body which are not transmitted to the sexual 
cells, the bearers of the hereditary patrimony, it does not neces- 
sarily follow that the same is true for all. But, on the other hand, 
if there were an experiment which showed indisputably the he- 
redity of a truly acquired cliaracter, it would ]:>e a strong proba- 
bility for some other categories, for although we do not understand 
completely how an acquired bodily modification can add itself even 
in weakened form to the hereditary patrimony, if the fact v:ere 
proved one single time, the argument of incomprehension would lose 
all of its force. 

For the first category of acquired characters, it can be said that 
the answer is definite; since the critiques and the experiments of 
IVeismann, many times repeated, no one believes any longer in the 
heredity of mutilations. Every-day observations confirm those of 
biologists and it is certain that the pseudo-examples of the trans- 
mission of mutilations that are quite often reported among domestic 
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animals and among human families are simple coincidences, which 
have no more interest and often no more authenticity than cases of 
supposed maternal impressions. The experiments of Brown-Sequard, 
badly done moreover, which concern the heredity of mutilations and 
that of physiological disorders following nervous mutilations, have 
been completely disproved by researches which inspire confidence, 
and there is nothing left of them. 

Various authors have affirmed the heredity of acquired characters 
of the fifth category, as little likely as this seems. Here are some ex- 
amples which Hachet-Souplet reports as demonstrative.^ A macaque 
monkey which he had taught, not without difficulty, to kill rats, 
gave birth to young who hunted rats marvelously; cats trained to 
respect mice had young which did not take mice, even when the 
distribution of their food wa^ intentionally retarded; sparrows 
trained to draw a chain from a little well for six generations gave 
birth to young which, without training, were able to draw the same 
chain. A dog had been trained to make rapid pirouettes to the left; 
a daughter of this dog, raised in the country, having no example 
before her eyes and haAung received no training, began by herself 
to make pirouettes to the left toward five or six months of age. All 
that is very astonishing. Although one can not criticize experiments 
which he has not followed, I am persuaded that there is a “ hole ” in 
these observations, due perhaps to the deceit of assistants, to a 
surreptitious training continued unobserved, etc., and I do not doubt 
that the heredity of acquisitions of training will go to join that of 
mutilations. 

The third category concerns the factors of the medium; no one 
doubts their determining influence on the characters of animals and 
plants, and it is certain that when they have been made to vary ex- 
perimentally up to the extreme limits compatible with life there often 
result notable modifications among beings which are submitted from 
youth to a change of environment. But the question is to know 
whether these modifications pass, even in a very attenuated degree, 
to the succeeding generation reared in the normal medium. If they 
do, we have the key to the formation of geographical races and of 
many adaptations; for it is a fact that the results of the action of 
the medium would necessarily be cumulative, and after a sufficient 
number of generations passed in the modifying medium, the species 
might be very notably transformed, perhaps even irreversibly; if 
they do not, the effects of the medium would be proeluced anew for 
each individual, without cumulation, and the influence of the environ- 
ment on the body would no longer have any interest from the point 

* Ilacliot-Soupl^'t, La gonOse dcs in&tincts, (Hudo experiraentale, Biblioth^quo de Philos, 
scient., inammarion, I’aris, 1012. P, 230. 
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of view of evolution. Many experiments have been made with the 
primary factors, as Giarcl calls them. Hundreds of experiments, 
bearing especially on insects, have given negative results as far as 
the heredity of acquired characters was concerned. A few only 
(Standfuss, E. Fischer, Schroder) have had a feebly positive result 
But these are not sufficiently convincing, the authors having worked 
with species naturally so variable that it has been necessary to ask 
ourselves whether the characters which they believed to be acquired 
did not exist in a latent state in certain individuals before the modifi- 
cation of the medium. The experiments of Kammerer are still more 
puzzling. From 1904 to 1911 he published a great number of re- 
searches demonstrating the considerable influence of the environment 
on the methods of reproduction of amphibians {Ahjfes obstetAcans, 
Sdlcimandra maculosa and atra)^ on the color of amphibians {Sala- 
mandra maculosa) and of reptiles {Lacerta)^ and bringing into evi- 
dence in the majority of cases the transmission of acquired charac- 
ters. It is not too much to say that at first glance the results of 
Kammerer appear incredible. He certainly had at his disposal an 
exceptional installation at the Prater in Vienna (Biologische Versuchs- 
anstalt der Akademie der Wissenschaften), but that he should have 
been able to accomplish even with these means breedings of such 
great difficulty and of such long duration is indeed surprising. From 
the very beginning his experiments seemed too successful, too 
demonstrative, and too extraordinary to merit confidence. Boulenger 
and Bateson ® have criticized them severely, and there have even been 
mentioned trickeries and substitutions of preparations. Hans 
Przibram, who also worked at the Prater, has been kind enough to 
tell me that nothing of this sort took place, but the suspicion is at 
least an indication that Kammerer’s results have met wuth a general 
incredulity. Argument can not then be based on them until they 
have been confirmed by observers in other countries, something which 
has not yet occurred — in fact, quite the contrary. 

I limit mj^self to this preamble, not intending to criticize one by one 
the various facts presented in botany or in zoology as proofs of the 
heredity of acquired characters. There are many of them, but they 
have not withstood criticism since none of them carry conviction.® 

Quite recently the question has taken on a new aspect with the very 
remarkable work of F. Guyer and E. A. Smith.'^ It is known that 


® Bateson, Problems of Genetics. 2d edition. New ITaven. 1916, pp. 100-211. Boulen- 
fjer. Experiments on color-changes of the spotted salamander, eta Proc. Zool. Soc. 
London, 1921, p. 09. 

® See Wt^ismanu. Essais sur ITI^r^ditc^i, 1S92, and Vortrage fiber Descendenzthoorio, 
Jena, 1902 ; Bateson. Problems of Genetics, 1916 ; Cuenot, La genbse des esp^ces anl- 
males, 2d 6dit., Alcan, Paris, 1921. 

^ Guyer and Smitli, Studies on cytolysins. 11. Transmission of induced eye-defects, 
Journ. Exp. Zool., vol. XXXI, 1920, p, 171. Guyer, Immune sera and certain biological 
problems, Amer. Natur., vol. LV, 1921, p. 97. 
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when there is injected several times into the organism of a species A, 
crushed tissue of some particular kind coming from a different species 
B, the serum of A acquires the property of altering or even of dis- 
solving the antigene B. This property of the serum may, for con- 
venience of reference, be attributed to an antisubstance, formed by the 
organism A, which we shall call cytolysin. If now the serum pre- 
pared from A is injected in an animal B, the cytolysin (no matter 
whether it is a property or an isolable body) acts by attacking specifi- 
cally in the living animal the tissues used as antigene (experiment of 
Bordet, 1898) . Guyer and Smith chose as antigene the crystalline lens 
of the rabbit and the hen as the source of the antibody. Crystalline 
lenses of rabbits freshly killed are crushed in a mortar and diluted iu 
the normal salt solution; the liquid is injected at intervals in the 
peritoneum or a vein of the hens. Several days after the last injection, 
the serum of one of the hens thus treated is injected in albino doe rab- 
bits, which have been with young for from 10 to 13 da 3 ^s (a particu- 
larly important period for the development of cr 3 "stalline in the fetuses 
which they contain) ; the injection is repeated at intervals of 2 or 3 
days during a iieriod of 10 to 14 days. The crystallolysin formed by 
the hen does not act on the eyes of the adult rabbits, perhaps because it 
does not reach the crystalline lens, unprovided with any blood vessels ; 
but it passes through the placentas, and affects more or less strongly 
the fetuses inclosed in the uterus. Mam- die; those which survive 
sometimes have (9 cases out of 61 ^^oung) a lens smaller and more or 
less opaque (giving the eye a bluish color instead of the red of the 
albinos) or considerable microphthalmia, at times a complete dissolu- 
tion of the eye. IVithout am" doubt this is due to the specific action of 
the cr 3 "stalloh"sin, for the control rabbits (48) coming from mothers 
injected either with serum from healthy and normal hens, or with 
serum from hens prepared with a rabbit tissue other than the crj-stal- 
line lens, showed no modification of the visual apparatus. This is no 
longer a fortuitous coincidence due to a past unnoticed mutation, for 
in no race of rabbits are there known to be individuals with naturall}" 
defective eyes. So far there is nothing absolutely new or surprising 
for it is already known tliat cytotoxic serums can pass through the 
placenta and make an impression on the organs of the fetus. The de- 
fective of the fetuses constitute a positive acquired character, for 
if the prepared serum had not been injected in their mothers, their 
eyes would have been healthy. 

But this acriuired character has been shoion to be hereditary , It 
has been transmitted down to the eighth generation without txny 
other treatment than the original injections. The transmission is 
quite irregular, only one of the eyes being able to be affected, but 
in the last generations, doubtless because the parents had been taken 



HEREDITY OF ACQUIRED CHARACTERS — CUENOX, 341 

by preference from among the individuals which had been the most 
affected, there are an increasing number of young which have both 
eyes affected, and the anomaly appears in an increasing number 
of young. 

To show that the reappearance of the specific dystrophia from 
generation to generation is really due to heredity and not to a 
passage of the previously formed antibody, Guyer and Smith crossed 
defective males with normal females (without family relationship 
with the treated stock). The first generation had eyes invariably 
without loss (dominance of the normal character), but the females of 
this generation (lieterozygotes) , crossed anew with defective males, 
produced a certain number of young with degenerated eyes. From 
the genetic point of view, this can be understood only if it is admitted 
that the male hereditary patrimony has undergone a specific modi- 
fication. 

Of course, we can not base much on the experiment of Guyer and 
Smith until it has been repeated with concordant results by other 
observers. I will indicate later on, moreover, the criticisms w^hich 
can be advanced against it. But it seems that the two authors have 
worked with care and have foreseen and avoided the causes of error. 
If this experiment is valid, what important consequences, what 
changes in our manner of thinking ! 

Since specific antibodies can produce specific modifications in the 
germinal cells, we can not escape the conclusion that there is in the 
hereditary patrimony a substance which has a certain chemical 
correspondence with the developed crystalline lens ; the cr} stallolysin 
(be it a substance or a property) affects on the one haiid the lens 
in process of formation in the fetus, and on the other hand the 
germinal cells of the same in such a way that these last will be the 
origin of young with defective lenses. Vv'^e can understand if neces- 
sary that the crystallolysin, like a poison, might modify somewhat 
the germinal cell, though in a general way, like a tuberculous or 
syphilitic toxin or a lead poison ; but that the modification should be 
specific is astounding. There is, then, in the germ a part which is 
the “ representative ” of the crystalline lens, for example, a fixed 
colloid approaching more or less the colloids of the developed lens. 
And if it is so for the crystalline, it should be so for all the differen- 
tiated cells of the organism, pigmentary, nervous, fat, muscular, 
stomachic, pancreatic, renal, etc. ^Ye thus return to a particle con- 
ception of the germinal cells, to chemical rletemijiant.?. a theory 
which Delage ® formulated very briefly by taking up again and modi- 
fying the more or less analogous ideas of Weismann and of Koux. 

* Delage, La structure du protoplasma et les theories sur I’hgigdite, etc.. Reinwald, 
Paris, 1805, p. 807. 
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The germ, looiild he a microcosm containing all the different colloids 
of the adult organism; if the experiment of Guyer and Smith is 
valid, I do not see how we can escape that conclusion. It contains, 
moreover, nothing contradictory to the Mendelian conception, for 
the chemical determinant or the representative colloid can very well 
be homologous with the Mendelian factor. In fact, Guyer and 
Smith show that the germinal element affected by the crystallolysin 
acts very nearly like a recessive Mendelian factor. When males or 
females with abnormal eyes are crossed with healthy individuals, not 
treated, coming from other regions, the progeny always appear with 
normal eyes (dominance) ; luit the young are heterozygotes and con- 
tain in a dominated state the defective eye character, for if these 
individuals of normal appearance are crossed with rabbits with 
defective eyes, there appears this time among their progeny a more 
or less large number of young with abnormal eyes. Two individuals 
with defective eyes (dominated homozygotes), bred together, should 
produce according to the hypothesis of a simple and typical 
Mendelian factor, only young presenting the anomaty. If it is not 
always so, there is at least a striking majority with opaque or 
reduced lenses among their progeny. The evidence is still insufficient 
to see clearly into the genetics of the character, but in the main, 
leaving out of the question details nhich will probably be cleared 
up later, the characters normal-eye and lysis-eye form an allelo- 
morphic pair with dominance of the former. 

Can it be said that the experiment of Giu’^er and Smith is entirely 
satisfactory ? Far from it : an evil fate decrees that the proofs of the 
heredity of acquired characters never present that completeness of 
evidence which irresistibly entails conviction and leaves the mind 
at rest. Crystallolysin has a truly disconcerting action; it does not 
act on the lenses of the pregnant mother, a first anomaly, which, it 
is true, has received a more or less good explanation; it acts ca- 
priciously on the crystallines in course of development of the fetuses 
(9 times in 61). and according to the hypothesis, on the crystallinian 
determinants of the germinal cells of the same fetuses. We should 
then expect that it would also affect the germinal cells in the ovaries 
of the mother, as well as those of the fetuses. But this is not the case. 
The doe rabbits which survive the injections of anticrystalline serum 
and which have produced young with abnormal eyes are served 
several times by the same normal males after the semm treatments 
have heen stopped (for how long a time is not known) and not a 
trace of ocular malformation is visible in their numerous progeny. 
There is in that fact something entirely incomprehensible, unless 
we admit that the female germinal cells can be modified only at a 
particular stage, that of the period of multiplication of the ovogonia, 
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or else of synapsis. Now it is known that among the mammals 
these phenomena take place in the embryo, and that the adult has 
only ovocytes which grow slowly and unequally and come succes- 
sively to maturity. We have a means of verifying this subsidiary 
hypothesis, for adult males present all phases of spermatogenesis, 
from spermatogonia to spermatozoid. By injecting anticrystalline 
serum in males, their sexual cells sliould be affected at the sensitive 
stage, and, mated later with normal females, they should transmit 
the anomaly, which would be visible only among their grandchildren. 
It is a crucial experiment ; I do not see that Guyer and Smith have 
tried it. 

It wouid be better, in order to simplify the experiment, to use 
rot merely the hen as the source of crystal lolysin, but rather the 
rabbit itself, in this way not introducing the foreign factor, the hen 
serum. Ilowever, Guyer has recently succeeded in obtaining a 
young rabbit with two defective eyes by injecting several times in 
the normal mother crushed crystalline lens of rabbit before she was 
with young and during her gestation. A rabbit can, then, form a 
crystallolysin as efficacious for the rabbit as that produced by a 
foreign species. 

Thus we have been led to admit, in order to interpret the results 
of Guyer and Smith, that the crystalline lens has some representa- 
tion (it matters little how we understand the word and the thing) in 
the germinal cells, since the specific antibody acts upon them specifi- 
cally. Now, the crystalline is indeed the last organ which we 
should expect to see represented in the sexual elements. Beautiful 
researches conducted, it is true, on fish and batrachians tend to lead 
us to consider ® the crystalline lens as the epigenetic organ par 
excellence, as a reaction of the epidermis in contact with or in the 
vicinity of the optic cup; when the latter comes in contact with 
the epidermis at any point whatever (abdomen, mouth, dorsal face, 
etc.), it develops a crystallinian thickening. It is not necessary, 
then, to believe that the crystalline is “ represented ” directly in the 
hereditary patrimony, since it is enough that the optic cup be 
represented in order that there may be formation of crystalline. 
This is, however, only a difficulty. 

Let us come back to acquired characters. The experiments of 
Guyer and Smith, while admitting that they should be confirmed 
in fact and interpretation, will permit us to accept henceforth the 
heredity of characters acquired under the iniluence of the great 
general factors of the medium. At the same time that these pro- 
duce their more or less adaptive effect on certain tissues of the 


•See Werber, Critical notes on the present state of the lens problem, Biol. Bull, vol. 
XXXIV, 1918. p. 219. Fessler, Znr Pmtwicklungsmechanik des Auges, Archiv. fiir Entw. 
der Org., yol. XLVI. 1920, p. 169. 
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body, they modify in a parallel sense the representative colloids of 
the germinal cells, so that there would be a cumulative effect of the 
same general factor acting on successive generations. It is just 
this which has been supposed for a long time by Weismann himself 
and which has been designated by the name “ parallel induction ” 
(term of Detto). Weismann^® has illustrated the fact by the 
celebrated example of Chrysophaniis phloeas. This butterfly of very 
wide geographical distribution varies according to the seasons and 
to localities: In northern regions, the upper wings are golden red 
with a black border and black dots on the disk, the posterior wings 
blackish with a reddish submarginal band. In southern Europe 
there are found in the summer generation larger specimens whose 
two pairs of wings are almost entirely black (form eleus), with 
all intermediates between this form and the type. If caterpillars 
coming from eggs of phloeas from Naples are raised in German}' 
and the pupae submitted to a low temperature (10° C.), there develop 
butterflies a little less black than those of Naples, but much blacker 
than the German ones: on the contrary, pupae of German origin 
submitted to a high temperature (38° C.) produce butterflies which 
are a little less fire-red and a little blacker than the ordinary German 
butterflies. 

The hereditary character of the southern varieties, an abundance 
of dark pigment, is thus seen to be directed in the same way as the 
action of the higher temperature. We can suppose that when the 
species, at first northern, reached the south, the rise in temperature 
affected, with a like result, the formative elements of wing color, 
and the colloids representative of the pigment in the germinal cells. 
Hence the present condition. 

We can perhaps accept the heredity of immunity, an acquired 
character appearing after a germ disease : not total immunity, for 
we know well that this is not transmissible, but a partial irnmunity 
which is sufficient, without need of recourse to a selection of the most 
resistant, to explain why the inhabitants of a country where a dis- 
ease commonly occurs are generally more apt to resist it than those 
of a country which is free from it, and that diseases which are 
brought into new countries cause there terrible ravages. Guyer re- 
ports that rabbits innoculated successively with typhoid vaccine, 
then with living typhoid germs, can transmit to their young and 
even to the following generation the property of agglutinating the 
typhoid bacilli in the dilute serum (this is, however, in contradic- 
tion with previous researches on the transmission of immunity and 
demands confirmation; do not the mothers remain bearers of bacilli 
of weakened virulence which, expelled periodically, would induce a 

-®Weismacn, Vortrjlge Uber Descendenztbeorie, Jena, 1902, p. 306. 
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mild infection of their young? From this fact, the latter, becoming 
immune in their turn, would be capable of agglutinating the typhoid 
bacillus and even of transferring their immunity to the second gen- 
eration). 

Thus \YC begin to see, taking as a basis the experiment of Giiyer 
and Smith, that we will be able to understand and admit the heredity 
of certain characters acquired through nonuse or even through use, 
a question which places in wide opposition the Lamarckist school 
and the mutationist school. It may be that an organ atfected by 
individual nonuse (the eye, for example, of an animal living in total 
darkness) produces specific modifications in the body fluids, a kind 
of lysis, if you wish, which would affect the representative sub- 
stances in the germinal cells, and would lead gradually to the heredi- 
tary atrophy of the organ. 

I sincerely hope that the experiments of Guyer and Smith may be 
done again more rigorously, in order to put an end to the discussions 
on the heredity of acquired characters and the intimate constitution 
of the hereditary patrimony. Only then will it be possible to build 
on a solid foundation a theory of the evolution oc living beings. 




BREEDING HABITS. DEVELOPMENT, AND BIRTH OF 

TEIE OPOSSUM.^ 


By Carl Haktatan, 

The I'nircrsitu of Texas, Austia. 


[With 10 plates.] 

In the popular mind, the generation of no animal is so shrouded 
in mystery as that of the opossum. Throughout the country, among 
both whites and negroes, deeply rooted tradition has it that the 
opossum copulates through the nose and that the female blows the 
fruit of conception into the pouch. Other myths relating to details 
of the reproductive process in this species are current among the 
people. 

The growth of such legends need not surprise one, however, for 
the early birth of the embryos and the use of the pouch as an in- 
cubator certainly challenge the imagination. These phenomena at- 
tract the attention because they are unique, differing from the 
familiar method of rearing the young obtaining among the higher 
mammals, including man. Familiarity breeds contempt; the ordinary 
ceases to be marvelous. Thus on account of its rareness and its 
“different"’ character the opossum, our only marsupial, figures in 
the folklore to a prominent degree. 

As a matter of fact, however, in extenuation of the popular mis- 
conception alluded to, it must be said that extremely few scientific 
observations upon the breeding ha])its of this animal are recorded. 
For example, there seem to be only two observations on the mating 
habits of this species, one by Dr. Middleton INIichel (1850), an 
American physician, and the other by Selenka (1887), the German 
embryologist. Likewise, the birth of a marsupial, whetb.er American 
or Australian, was seldom ob-erved; and until the writer in 1919 
witnessed the actual passage of the young into the pouch the method 
of transfer remained an enigma even to the professional zoologist. 
Little published data existed, therefore, to refute myth and legend. 

The present paper is an attempt on the part of the writer to sum- 
marize some of his observations on the reproduction of the opossum. 


^ Contribution from tbe Dopartment of Zooloi^y, The University of Texas, No. 1G4. 
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His studies on the embryology of this form ^ere begun eight or nine 
years ago at the instance of Prof. J. T. Patterson, following the 
appearance of Prof. J. P. IliU's beautiful monograph on the early 
stages of Dasjnirus, the Australian ‘’native cat. ” Notes were taken 
for various purposes on 685 female opossums and a complete series 
of several thousand eggs, embryos, and pouch young was collected. 
The work on so large a scale was made possible through liberal 
grants from the Wistar Institute of Anatomy and Biology (Phila- 
delphia) and a $500 fund given by Mr. H. A, Wroe, of Austin, Tex., 
in 1920. Although the original interest centered around the develop- 
ment of the embryo, observations and experiments were made upon 
the physiology of reproduction. This paper will deal with both 
topics. 

SPJ'XTKS STUDIED 

Almost all of the experimental animals belonged to the species 
Didelphys virgmiana^ of which there is a gra}- and a black phase. 
These apparently occur in the proportion of about 10 to 1, respec- 
tively. The color depends entirely upon the color of the overhair, 
which is white in the gray phase, black In the black phase. Three 
albino and three cinnamon mutations have also been ac(|uired, the 
latter a gift from Dr. Charles McNeil, of Sedalia, Mo., where the 
brown form is said to occur rather often. It would seem that the 
same factors underlying hair color are widespread tliroughout the 
mammalian series, including the marsupials. 

THE fe:male keproductiax organs. 

Before going on to the main subject it is essential that the reader 
be familiar with the anatomy of the reproductive organs of the 
female opossum. The generic name Didelphys^ given to the opos- 
sum by Linnaeus, has reference to a distinctive feature of marsupials, 
namely, the presence of two separate and distinct uteri (fig. 5, pi. 2; 
and pi. 3) ; for in the higher mammals there is but one, which may, 
however, be divided into the central body and the two “ horns.” 
Each uterus opens by a separate “ os,” not directly into the vagina 
but into a lateral vaginal canal; and the two lateral canals in turn, 
after describing a loop, empty se^aarately into the median vaginal 
canal or vagina proper. This opens with the rectum into a short 
“ cloaca,” so that there is in marsupials but one external opening 
ordinarily visible posteriorly, namely, the cloacal orifice. It is thus 
seen that in marsupials the paired arrangement of organs obtains 
not only for ovaries and Fallopian tubes, as in all mammals, but 
also involves tlie uteri and the lateral vaginal canals. From the 
standpoint of tlielr physiological behavior the lateral vaginal canals 
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are a part of the vagina, since the cestrous changes in the organs are 
identical. Parenthetically it may be pointed out that, in adaptation 
to the paired lateral vaginal canals the glans penis of the male is 
bifurcate. The spermatozoa, to fertilize tlie eggs, must travel 
through the canals and the uteri to the Fallopian tubes, where fer- 
tilization takes place. At birth, however, strangely enough, the 
fetuses do not follow the lateral vaginal canals to the exterior but 
break through a “ short cut to the median vagina, as shall appear 
below in the section dealing with parturition. 

In spite of the paired condition of the uteri the eggs of both sides 
are simultaneously fertilized — if sperms reach one tube they reach 
both. Among several hundred pregnant specimens scarcely an ex- 
ception to this rule has lieen found. 


THE OPOSSTOI AS AN EXPERIMENTAL ANIMAL. 

The possession of two distinct uteri renders the animal ideal for 
securing accurately timed developmental stages. To do this one 
uterus is removed under anesthesia and aseptic conditions and the 
stage of the contained eggs or embryos ascertained. The intact uterus 
then serves as an ideal incubator for the remaining eggs, which are 
allowed to develop for a calculated length of time. This technique is 
one of the factors which have enabled tlie writer, assisted by Dr. C. 
H. Heuser former!}^ of the Wistar In'^titute, in several weeks of 1917 
to secure a nearly complete series of stages. The method may, of 
course, be used with other mammals, e. g., tlie rabbit, as Eischoff did 
nearly 100 years ago ; but inflammation is likely to obscure tlie results 
where the horns of the uterus are successively ligated. 

To illustrate the application of the method, several sots of eggs are 
shown in plates 4, 5, and G. Some of these are discussed below under 
the heading ‘"Period of gestation.’’ Suffice it at this point to direct 
attention to two cases. The eggs of animals Xos. 500' (fig. 11. pi. 4) 
and 582' (figs. 24 and 25, pi. 0) had arrived at the identical stage 
when the animals were killed. Two of these eggs pre shown in detail 
in figure 21, pi. G. Xow Xo. 582' had developed in GO hours from 
0.75 millimeter vesicles (fig. 20, pL G) ; Xo. 500' in 18 hours from a 
primitive streak stage (fig. 13), It is thus relatively easy to secure 
almost any desired developmental stage. 

There are other reasons, important to the physiologist, which make 
the opossum an interesting object for experimenta.tion. For example, 
because of its early birth, the study of tlie opossum must needs con- 
tribute its share to the final analysirs of the cause of birth. In this 
species, furthermore, there is no structure that may be called a 
placenta; hence those who make much of the role of the placenta as 
an organ of internal secretion will do well to check their results by 



350 AXXUAL REPORT SMITHSOXTAX IXSTITUTIOX, 1921. 

referring to the aplacental marsupials. Again, as is well known, 
when once attached to a teat, the pouch young must remain attached 
until ready to leave (about two months) ; hence only the occupied 
teats are suckled by a given litter of young, whereas in other mam- 
mals first one, then another, hence all of the teats are used and all 
develop. Here, then, a simple observation is all that is necessary to 
show that suckling is the stimulus which causes the glands to continue 
their growth during lactation. This purely local effect is seen in 
figure 45, plate 10, which represents a section through four occupied 
and two unoccupied {a) mammary glands. 

These examples must suffice to show that a study of a “ different ” 
animal is not only interesting to the lay public because it is rela- 
tively rare, but also proves to be of value to the physiologist because 
of the sidelights which its study may throw upon the theoretical 
phases of his subject. 

THE DIAGNOSIS OF PREGNANCY IN THE OPOSSUM. 

There are certain other observations which have facilitated the 
collection of embryos. It has been found possible to diagnose preg- 
nancy with practical certainty and even tlie stage of pregnancy with 
a fair degree of ac-.uracy. This method is hy palpation of the mam- 
mary glands. Towards the first of the breeding season the skin of 
the pouch containing the resting glands begins to swell and to take 
on a certain firmness and turgor. By feeling of the animals on 
successive days one may select from among hundreds only the preg- 
nant ones, leaving the others. OEstrus may, however, also be diag- 
nosed by Stockard and Papanicolaou's vaginal smear method, as 
will be seen below. 

THE OPOSSUM IS POLYa:STROUS. 

The opossum is polyocstrous; that is, it has more than one oestrus 
or heat period during a given breeding season. A female may have 
two (or perhaps, in rare instances, three) litters a year, and this 
plurality of litters alone classifies it as a polycestrous animal. If, 
however, at the first oestrus impregnation does not take place or 
if the embryos die in utero, which seldom happens, or if the pouch 
young are removed or lost, the female will sooner or later come into 
heat again. The writer has removed pouch young many times. The 
interval between such removal and the onset of a new oestrus is 
found to be extremely variable, depending as much on the condition 
of the female as on any other factor. In general, the older the 
pouch young, the shorter the interval: for with the growtli of the 
suckling young the ovarian follicles also develop. Indeed, there are 
several records of lactating females almost at the stage of oestrus 
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and in a few instances uterine eggs were recovered as early as five 
days after removal of the young. Such findings might give color 
to the statement of some authors that a single female may carry two 
litters of different ages at one and the same time. But for reasons 
which will be stated below such “ superfetation ” in the opossum is 
unlikely if not impossible. 

THE (ESTROUS CYCLE. 

The writer has also followed some scores of individuals through 
the oestrus cycle and has determined that there is no fundamental 
difference between the opossum and the higher mammals in the 
various phenomena accompanying the cycle. For several seasons 
the changes occurring in the mammary gland as diagnosed by pal- 
pation were followed. As heat approaches the glands swell and 
become firm ; and after o\Tilation 5 whether pregnancy ensues or not, 
the mammary gland continues its rapid swelling and turgescence 
for five or six days. 

This statement has two important implications. First, ovulation 
in the opossum is spontaneous, that is, copulation is not necessary 
for the dehiscence of the follicles as is the case in the cat and 
probably some other mammals. Second, whether the eggs are fer- 
tilized or not, the reproductive organs develop up to a certain point, 
probably under the stimulus of the corpora lutea: and this state- 
ment holds for the uteri, the lateral vaginal canals and the vagina 
as well as for the mammary glands (cf. figs. 8 and 9, pi. 3). This 
striking development of the organs outside of pregnancy has been 
termed by Professor Hill the stage of pseudopregnancy.” This 
stage is pronounced in the marsupials; but as Ancel and Bouin and 
Long and Evans have shown the stage is also manifested to some 
degree in the rabbit and the rat. 

If pregnancy ensues, the uteri and the mammary glands continue 
their growth and development, the uteri till birth, the mammary 
glands for about two months (fig. 45, pi. 10). But pseudopreg- 
nancy may be distinguished from pregnancy after the sixth day by 
regressive changes in the mammary glands, which become flaccid 
and gradually thinner so that several days before the next heat they 
are almost as thin as in the resting stage. 

Thus the cycle was established and found to be about a month 
in duration. 

For the last two seasons the cycle was also followed by the aid of 
Stockard and Papanicolaou's method of studying smears of the cell 
content of the vagina. By this method, also, a distinct rhythm was 
observed quite comparable with that shown by Stockard and 
Papanicolaou for the guinea pig and by Long and Evans for the rat. 
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At the onset of oestrus, when the ovary contains ripe follicles, the 
vagina is greatly swollen and the lateral vaginal canals are distended 
to enormous proportions by a clear, thin, stringy mucus. Indeed 
this swelling of the lateral vaginal canals as the ovarian follicles 
reach mediimi to full size is a most striking phenomenon — the canals 
may even greatly exceed the uteri in size (fig. 7, pL 2). After 
ovulation they rapidly retrogress and become filled with a dry 
cheesy mass of epithelial debris. Since there is probably a con- 
siderable delay between oestrus (copulation) and ovulation, it is 
likely, as Hill has suggested, that these canals serve as receptacula 
seminis. 

In stud 3 dng the vaginal smear of the opossum there is one com- 
plication which somewhat masks the picture shown. In the higher 
mammals the presence or absence of white blood cells is diagnostic 
for certain stages in the c^Tle; but in the opossum the cloaca and 
the vagina are often filled with corpuscles from the anal glands (scent 
glands?) ; and since these corpuscles simulate white blood cells it 
has thus far been impossible for us to use the presence or absence 
of these cells from the smears to diagnose an^^ particular stage of the 
dioestrous cycle. 

To recapitulate, then, if a female opossum is kept isolated from 
males there recurs throughout the breeding season a succession of 
cestrous cycles about a month in length. These cycles ma}" be fol- 
lowed without injurj" to the animal by simple palpation of the inam- 
mary glands or b}^ the study of vaginal smears. 

THE BREEDING SEASON. 

The breeding season of the Virginia opossum begins in January at 
Austin, Tex., and probabl}^ several weeks later in the Xortli. A few* 
individuals may come into heat in the first week of the ^Tar, but 
more enter this condition the second week. In the third week the 
season is at its height; hence the embrvmlogist desirous of securing 
eggs and embryos would best time his collection during the last week 
in January and the first week in Februar}". The prevailing weather 
seems to have no effect on the onset of the breeding season. 

By the middle of February most females captured have j^oung in 
the pouch. But late in the storing and in the summer there is great 
irregulariU" in the condition of the females, so that one may capture 
females with small 3 "oung in the pouch any time bety/een May and 
September, ilany reasons may be advanced for this variability: 
accidents to the mother resulting in early loss of the young; vari- 
ability in weaning age: condition of the female, the robust reproduc- 
ing faster than the weak; age of the animals, the very v^oungest 

yearlings” and the oldest multiparce being the latest to conu^ into 
heat. 
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REPRODUCTIVE PERIOD AND THE SPAN OP LIFE. 

As has just been stated, the opossum breeds the first year — ^‘^year- 
lings” have furnished the writer with some of his best material. 
The weights of pregnant females range from 651 grams to 2,200 or 
even 2,600 and 2,800 grams, averaging 1,337 grams; in other words, 
they continue to grow very considerably after becoming sexually 
mature. On this basis, from a rough calculation based on a hundred 
records of size and weight, it would seem that the opossum lives at 
least seven years. Wliat the reproductive period is, that is, the num- 
ber of years that the opossum may bear young, it is almost futile to 
estimate. However, many very old females with greatly dilated 
pouches are anually brought to the laboratory. Some of these ani- 
mals have doubtless passed the menopause because after months of 
feeding they fail to show any sexual activity and on killing them their 
ovaries and uteri are found to be of infantile size. It is quite pos- 
sible, therefore, that even in nature some individuals actually die of 
old age. 

nu:mber of litters per year. 

The number of litters a year is stated by Audubon and Bachman 
(1850) to be three, and this statement is currently copied in various 
descriptive accounts. Certain considerations have led the writer to 
question the correctness of this statement. First, most writers under- 
estimate the length of time necessary to rear a litter of young. The 
attached stage of the pouch young is given as one month, which is 
less than half the actual time. For Doctor Meigs observed one litter 
attached for 72 to 74 days; and the writer can state definitely that 
the period is certainly not less than 65 days. Thus, if one add to this 
the period of gestation of 11 days and an additional month in which 
the young move freely about but still suckle, it is seen that a iitter 
can not be reared in less time than three and one-half months. One 
must, furthermore, allow several weeks for the greatly enlarged teats 
to retrogress before the birth of a new litter; for it is manifestly im- 
possible for newly-born young to attach themselves to any but very 
small nipples (cf. fig. 6, a, pi. 2, and fig. 45, pi. 10). Finally, during 
November and December all females that were ever brought into our 
laboratory were in the resting stage ; that is, in ancestrus. The cal- 
endar year of 12 months does not, therefore, allow enough time to 
rear more than two litters of young with the possible exception of an 
unusually vigorous female that begins breeding at the end of De- 
cember and continues uninterruptedly until the following November. 

MATING. 

As has been stated above, the act of copulation in the opossum has 
twice been described in the literature. On this point it is not neces- 
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sary to go into details here, suffice it to say that it occurs as in other 
mammals with the exception that during the act both male and fe- 
male lie on the right side, once the male has attained a hold with 
his legs about her body and with liis teeth upon her neck. 

Both before the female comes into heat and after she passes out of 
that stage she is extremely combative. The writer has seen a tiny 
female all but kill a husky male, thrice her weight. 

When a female is in oestrus the courting male makes a peculiar 
clicking sound with his tongue or teeth. The sound has an almost 
metallic ring. It is described by Selenka as “ein schmatzender, 
schnalzender Laut.'" Females never make the sound and males only 
at the time of mating. Recently Jones published a paper On 
the Habits of Trichosurus vulpecula^ the Australian ‘Opossum,’” 
in which he says: 

During the breeding season, when fights are most common and animals are 
most vocal, the male produces a curious sound like a sharp licking of the 
lips and a click of the tongue. So far, I have not heard a female produce this 
sound. 

It is possible, then, that this clicking sound of the sexually" excited 
male is a point of behavior which is confined to the class Mar:Dupialhi, 
hence may be considered a class character as much so as an anatomi- 
cal or structural peculiarity confined to the class. 

THE PERIOD OF GESTATION. 

In most mammals ovulation follows immediately or soon after 
copulation: hence the time between copulation and birth is practi- 
cally identical with the period of gestation. In marsupials, how- 
ever, it seems that ovulation is greatly delayed. This refractory 
period has been designated by Hill as the postoestrous period,” 
the time between copulation and ovulation. The data so far as col- 
lected serves to show that the postcestrous period is of considerable 
length and is a variable quantity. It is largely because of the vary- 
ing length of this period that the exact length of gestation of no 
marsupial is definitely known. 

To illustrate the variability of the postcestrous period, Hill’s 
(1913) study of Dasyiiriis may be cited. This author found 2-celled 
eggs four, five, and six days po^t coitum or as the figures may be in- 
terpreted, ovulation took place two, three and four days post coihim. 

Similar data hold for the opossum. Selenka gives the period at 
“exactly five times 24 hours”; but he bases his figures on the finding 
of eggs in “ cleavage. ” which were really fragmenting, unfertilized 
eggs. Between three nn<l four days is nearer the truth. The writer 
has recovered young opossum vesicles of identical stage from two 
females (Xos. 298 and 314) 61 and days respectively poH coHum. 
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the former almost double the latter. To make another comparison, 
our Xo. lid yielded embryos of 8-10 somites eight days after copu- 
lation while Xo. 343 furnished only 1 mm. vesicles (fig. 36, pi. 8) in 
about the same time, a calculated discrepancy of nearly three days. 

Figures on the total period between copulation and birth show 
the same discrepancies. Thus Hill gives one case of parturition 8 
days, one of 16 days and a third of 20 days after the last copulation. 
Selenka's opossum gave Ijirth 12 days, 20 hours after copulation. 
With this the single specimen which the writer allowed to come to 
term closely agrees. 

KATE OF 1)I:VEL0P:MEXT. 

The writer has, hov/ever, considerable data on the rate of develop- 
ment, inasmuch as two stages were secured from each of a large 
number of females. Thus, from Xo. 306 2-celled eggs were taken at 
a given time from the left uterus and 116^ hours later 1 inm. vesicles 
were taken from the remaining uterus. Xo. 360 yielded 1 mm. 
vesicles from the left uterus and 70 hours later embryos with small 
allantois, about three davs of term, were removed from the surviving 
organ. Adding these periods together Ave have a total calculated 
period of gestation of about 11 days. 

Similarly the eggs of our Xo. 293 developed in 34 days from the 
4-celled stage (fig. 14, pi. 4) to A^esicles (fig. 15), about a half day 
more advanced than the first eggs taken from Xo. 585 (fig. 16, pi. 5) ; 
and these in turn developed 5f days longer, arriving at the stage of 
embryos about 24 days of term (fig. 17, pi. 5). These periods like- 
wise total between 11 and 12 days. Longer intervals are represented 
by Xos. 342 and 561. In the former, 30- to 50-celled eggs becanie em- 
bryos about 3 days of term in 7 days: this record indicates 11 days 
as the approximate period of gestation. In the case of Xo. 561, 
Figures 18 and 19 (pi. 5) represent 7^ days of development. This 
points to about 10 days as the period of gestation. 

From the data thu^ far in hand it appears that 11 days is very 
near the average period of gestation. The possibility is not excluded 
that this period varies somewhat and that the variability in the time 
between oestrus and birth is to be explained in the varying length of 
both the posta'strous period and the period of gestation. 

PASSAGE THROUGH THE FALLOPIAN TUBE. 

TAventy-four hours or a little less are required for the eggs to 
pass through the Fallopian tube. This estimate was first made on 
the basis of the rate at which the albumen is deposited : later this w^as 
found to be substantially correct through a successful attempt to 
^•mark” the eggs. Into the body cavity of female Xo. 566, which 
had just ovulated, were placed several score of Ascaris lumbricoides 
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eggs. One of these became enclosed in the albumen of an opossum 
egg (( 2 , fig. 29, pi. 7) where it was found 24 hours later when the 
uterus was opened. 

The general course of development may now be briefly outlined. 

THE EGG ENVELOPES. 

In the Fallopian tube the spermatozoon enters the egg and fertili- 
zation takes place. The albumen is then laid down about the ovum, 
being deposited in layers (figs. 27, 28, and 33, pis. 7 and 8) and 
attaining a considerable thickness (figs 35 and 37, pi. 8.). Finally 
around this there is added the shell membrane vvdiich characterizes 
the egg of marsupial mammals {sm^ figs. 26 to 28, pi. 7). These egg 
envelopes, of course, are homologous to albumen and shell membrane 
of the bird’s egg ; marsupials are the highest mammals in which they 
are present as vestigial structures. The writer has advanced the 
theory that the shell membrane serves a useful purpose in insulating 
vesicles from each other, for in later stages they are very closely and 
tightly packed together in the uterus. The shell membrane may thus 
serve to prevent the fusion of the chorions and the possible production 
of sterile individuals ('‘ free-martins ”). The shell membrane is at 
any rate a most remarkable structure: It is devoid of cells yet it 
grows in thicloiess and a thousand or more times its original area. 

Sometimes two ova are inclosed by the same egg envelopes; this 
results in a 2-yoked egg (figs. 30-32, pi. 7), as often seen in hen’s 
eggs. Since only eight such cases have been found among some 
thousands of eggs, doubIe- 3 "oked eggs must be ver^^ rare. This raises 
an interesting question as to the mechanism by which the eggs are 
distributed in the Fallopian tube so as normally to prevent their 
inclusion together in the same egg envelope. 


CLEAVAGE. 

Cleavage begins in the uterus. In this particular, marsupials 
differ from other known mammals, for in these the egg undergoes 
segmentation in the Fallopian tube attaining at least the 2-celled 
stage, more often the morula stage, before reaching the uterus. 

The 4-celled opossum egg shows an arrangement of cells much 
as in the higher mammals (fig. 26, pi. 7). 

The further cleavage of the marsupial egg differs from that of 
other mammals in the absence of the morula or mulberry stage ; for 
as the cells multiply they arrange themselves from the start in the 
form of a hollow sphere (figs. 27 and 28, pi. 7). This may already- 
be seen in the 16-celled stage. When the 50-celled stage is reached 
the ovum is a completed vesicle, a perfect sphere ; it is hollow, except 
for the excess of yo\k which characterizes the marsupial egg. The 
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yolk mass affords another particular in "udiich the egg harkens back 
to its j^olk-bearing Sauropsidan ancestors. To attain the A^esicle 
stage requires about 40 hours of development. 

CELL-LINEAGE. 

IlecuiTing a moment to the 16-celled stage it may interest the 
reader to knovr that Prof. Hill, in his study of the Brazilian opossum. 
I>. aurlta^ showed that the 16 cells are divided into 8 slightly larger 
and 8 smaller cells. Doubtless one group develops into the embryo; 
the other into accessory structures of use only in fetal life (tropho- 
blast. chorion). Professor Hill thus corroborates the present writer’s 
theory that the embryo arises from only one of the first two cells 
o[‘ the 2-celled stage, the other cell developing into the accessory and 
temporary structures. 

FomrATlON OF ENTODEIOI AND GTiOWTH OF VESICLE. 

At tlie oO-celled stage tlie entoderm begins to differentiate. Certain 
cells in the upper half of the vesicle swell and drop below tlie level 
of their follows into tlie lumen of the vesicle (fig. 33. pi. 8). Here 
they multiply: and as the vesi.'le grows they spread out under the 
outer layer to form the entoderm. Tlie vesi(*]e grows and 1 becomes 
progressively more thin walled (figs. 34 and 35. pi. 8). Soon the 
entire vesicle is lined with tlie thin tl'it entoderm (fig. 37, pi. At 
this stage, then, the vesicle is a double wall. It is now 0.8 mm. in 
diameter and df days of development have passed. There is still 
eome albumen left at the pole opposite the embryonic area (fig. 37, 
pi. 8). This area occupies only about one-sixth of the surface but it 
i'^ the tliii'ke^^t and densest portion of the wall. 

T'MU^.IATroN OF :UESOr>FUM. 

Plus. bj laminar or two-layered vesicle continues to grow for 
another day without much change. Soon after the beginning of 
the sixth day cell^ may again be seen dropping out of tlie superficial 
layer of tl-e embryonic dislv to take their place between tlie two layers. 
Th.ese cells are the first mesodermal (ells. They appear in a definite 
group toward the margin of the disk (/;?, figs. 80 and 40, pi. 9) . Soon 
the primitive streak is clearly laid down and the embryo may be 
said to l)egin to take sha])e. Xearly half of the embryonic life is 
passeil — in six days the embryo will be born a “ cliylopoietic, warm- 
blooded, oxygenating, iiinei-vatii'g. free-willing mammal. (^leigs.) 

IMIU.ANTATION. 

At first the eggs are ii.suaUy (bund toward the eyrvix uteri some- 
wliat scattered among the deli(‘ate foils of the soft mucous membram^ 
mm57— 23 24 
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(figs. 10 and 12, pi. 4). As the vesicles grow they become more 
evenly distributed in the uterus. Eventually they become greatly 
crowded in the uteri and become jammed together under great 
pressure. 

The vesicles are never attached to the uterus wall, there being no 
placenta. Up to the time of birth it is easy to separate chorions 
from the uterine mucosa with a brush, taking out the vesicles intact. 
But the chorions are in very intimate contact with the mucosa and 
follow it over every fold and down every furrow. Here the nutri- 
tional exchange between mother and fetus takes place; and this is 
quite sufficient for a few days of fetal life. These relations are well 
shown in figure 44, plate 9, which is taken from Selenka.^ The 
illustration shows two closely applied vesicles. In one the allantois 
only is seen ; in the other the posterior end of an embryo also. The 
chorion is represented as pulled away from the uterine wall at the 
upper margin. 

NUMBER OF EGGS, EMBRYOS, AND TEATS. 

Hill has called attention to the overproduction of eggs in Dasyu- 
rus ; and since the same phenomenon is seen in the opossum the fol- 
lowing quotation from Hill’s paper (1911) is of special interest: 

Dasyurus breeds but once a year, the breeding season extending over the 
winter months — May to August. One remarkable feature in the reproduction 
of Dasyurus is the fact that there is no correlation between the number of ova 
shed during ovulation and the accommodation available in the pouch. The 
normal number of teats present in the latter is six, though the presence of 
one Or two supernumerary teats is not uncommon ; the number of ova shed 
at one period is, as a rule, far in excess of the teat number. I have, for 
example, several records of the occurrence of from 20 to 25 esgs, two of 28, 
one of 30, and one of as many as 35 (23 normal blastocysts and 12 abnormal). 
There can he little doubt that Dasyurus. like various other marsupials (e. g., 
Perameles, Macropus, etc.), has suffered a progressive reduction in the number 
of young reared, but even making due allowance for that, the excess in pro- 
duction of ova over requirements would still be remarkable enough. Whether 
this overproduction is to be correlated in any way with the occurrence of 
abnormalities during early development or not, the fact remains that cleavage 
abnormalities are quite frequently met with in Dasyurus, 

The average number of eggs shed by an opossum at ovulation is 
22, or 11 from each ovary. Cases of 30 and 35 eggs are not un- 
common ; and the records run up to 43 eggs. Indeed, if one ovary is 
removed the other increases its activity to compensate for the loss. 
Thus in four cases single surviving ovaries yielded 30, 40, 43, and 44 


2 The opossum embryo at various stajres has been beautifully and correctly tlgured by 
Selenka in his Studlen uebor die Entwickelunsrsireschichte der Tbiore, IV, Das Opossum, 
Wiesbaden, 1SS7. 
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It must not be supposed, however, that all of the eggs develop. 
Indeed, about 10 per cent of the eggs found in the first half of 
gestation are defective, the majority of which are actually unferti- 
lized. Such moribund specimens may be seen among the normal 
eggs in figures 31 and 36, plates 7 and 8. 

In spite of the progressive mortality of eggs and embryos in utero 
it happens that very often more young are born than can be accom- 
modated by the 13 teats in the pouch. The writer has records of 18 
and 21. The excess is, of course, doomed to death by starvation. 

NUMBER AND ARRANGEMENT OP THE TEATS. 

As just indicated, most female opossums have 13 teats. Of these 
12 are arranged in the form of a horseshoe with 6 teats on each side, 
the open side of the horseshoe forward. The odd teat is in the center 
opposite the third teats, counting from the posterior end (fig. 47, 
pi. 10). 6-j-l+6 may therefore be used as the formula to designate 
the usual number found. Just what proportion of animals have this 
number is not known. Certain it is that many animals vary from 
this number. The writer made no pretense to gather complete data 
on this subject; but a perusal of his cage notes yield the following 
figures : 


Number ■ Number 

of ■ Arrangement. of 
teats. animals. 


11 r,+ l+o 2 

U 6+1+1 1 

12 G+1+5 3 

13 7+1+5 1 

13 6+1+6 22 

11 7+1 + 6 11 

15 7+U7 1 

16 7+2+7 I 

17 8+1+8 I 


NUMBER OF YOUNG TO THE LITTER. 

Although 13 or more teats are usually recognizable in the opossum 
pouch it is extremely rare to find them all occupied. Still more rare 
is a number above 13. The writer has never seen more than 13. 
But in the files of the Biological Survey there are two authentic 
records of 14 pouch young. One of these was recorded in R. J. 
Thompson's Field Catalogue and relates to a Virginia opossum found 
in Tennessee, June 23, 1802. The arrangement of teats is sketched 
in the notes and is 6+2+6. The other record is found in the E. W. 
Xelson-E. A. Ooldman Field Catalogue of Mexican opossums. The 
specimen with ‘T4 young in pouclr' was taken at Oaxaca, June 25, 
1805. 
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In this connection a case that came to the writer’s attention is of 
interest. In Hay, 1921, a young hunter excitedly telephoned the 
writer that he had an opossum “with 25 young.” The next morning 
this number had dwindled to 12. But the animal was actually taken 
with double this number. These were, however, of two sizes, the 
smaller litter about the size of large mice, which were able to escape 
through the meshes of the wire inclosing the cage. Now, in the 
hollow log where the animal in question was captured were two 
females; one of these escaped, doubtless deserting her own brood 
which were captured with the other litter and their mother. 

This incident is mentioned because of statements in the literature 
that a female may carry two litters of different ages. It is sug- 
gested that such cases are to be explained on the theory that one 
litter is an adopted one. For until the young are weaned and left 
to lead an independent existence the mother’s teats are enormously 
enlarged and absolutely unfit for any newly born young that might 
appear (compare, e. g., the teats in figs. 6, pL 2 and 45, pi. 10). 
Physiologically, birth during lactation is not to be excluded; but 
such embryos would be doomed to perish by starvation even though 
they reached the pouch. 

BIRTH. 

IVe pass now to a consideration of the birth. As suggested at 
the opening of this article, very few observations on the birth of 
marsupials exist. Doctor Michel witnessed the birth in 1849; and 
his observations ought to have been sufficient to refute the imaginary 
tales of the uninitiated concerning the phenomenon. The manner 
in which the extremel}^ miniature young (fig. 6, pi. 2) reached the 
pouch and became attached to the teats still remained obscure, 
although Doctor Michel did not think the mother placed the young 
on the nipples with her lips. 

Actual observation, however, showed the process to lie as simple 
as it is remarkable. For the young reach the pouch without the 
aid of the mother — these 11-day-old embryos are born into the 
world with sufficient neuromuscular coordination and sensory re- 
sponse to clamber from the vaginal orifice into the pouch, find the 
teat in a maze of hair and attach themselves for a two months’ stay 
at this haven of food and shelter. The writer witnessed this migra- 
tion. The young appear at the genital opening and after being 
licked free of liquid and embryonic envelops by the mother they 
climb “hand over luind” into the pouch. Because of the position of 
the mother during parturition the young must climb upward to reach 
the pouch. 

In the (*ase under f)bservation 18 young were born. Thirteen are 
s]»own at l> in figure ♦*>. plate 2. To these were a<lded 5 poudi voiiiur 
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5 daj’s old from another litter; these are seen in the lower part of 
the figure (at c). At the upper margin of the figure (at a) is shown 
a section of the mammary gland at parturition. Three tiny teats 
may be seen ; these have been drawn out to double their length by an 
hour's traction upon them by the thick tongue of the young. As the 
pouch young grows the mammary gland thickens and the teats 
lengthen greatly (figs. 47 and 45, pi. 10). Thus the young re- 
mains attached within the pouch for about TO days before relinquish- 
ing its hold. And for another 30 days it moves freely about the 
mother clinging to her hair or (rarely) holding on to her tail with 
their own and entering the pouch for food or, when startled, for 
protection. 

There is another point of interest in connection Avith the birth of 
marsupials, which Avas discoA^ered by Professor Hill in the case of 
two Australian and one South American species. Professor Hill 
found that the embryos at birth do not pass out by the circuitous 
route through the lateral vaginal canals but are forced out by a neAv 
and purely temporary passage (the “pseudo-vaginal passage”) lead- 
ing from the uteri straight to the median A^aginal canal. This phe- 
nomenon the writer also observed in the opossum. As Professor 
Hill suggests in a personal letter: “It seems probable that this 
passage occurs in all marsupials and is a class character.” 

It is thus seen that the popular notions concerning the generation 
of the opossum haAe no foundation in fact. Marsupials are indeed 
unique in the extremely early birth and the performance of the 
ncAvly born young Avhich is little less than marvelous; but other- 
wise there is no fundamental dilterence between the higher and the 
lower animals. 

EXPLANATION OF PLATES. 

(Those marked with an asttrisk (*) were photographed in the living state; tiiat is, 
immediately on removal from animalj 

Plate 1. 

* Fig. 1. Gray male and albino female of the opossum, DideJphijs i irfjiniftna. 

* Fig. 2. At home on the Red Rwer (Photo by Dr. E, H. Sellards). 

* Fig. 3. Thorouglily “ phaying ’possum,” a rare occurrence. 

Fig. 4. Pouch youug attached to teats. XI. 

Plate 2. 

^ Fig. t). Generative organs and bladder, at resting stage between two cestrous 
periods. The two oA'aries (ov.) the tAA'o narrow uteri (ut.) con- 
nected with tlio broad Ucairtait, the tu(i lateral vaginal canals 
(1. V. c.) and the median vagina Cvag.) aia^ Avell shown. XL 
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Fig. 6. Thirteen newly >born pouch young (b), five pouch young a week old 
(c). Above, at a, cross section of mammary gland showing three 
teats on lower edge occupied for one hour by the newly-born pouch 
young. XI. 

* Fig. 7. The generative organs at oestrus, showing greatly swollen lateral 

vaginal canals (1. v. c.) and ripe follicles in ovary (ov.). Ut. 
uterus. X2. 

Plate 3. 

* Fig, 8. Pseudopregnant organs. Retrogression of uteri has already set 

in XI. 

* Fig. 9. The organs in pregnancy, near term. Slightly reduced. 

Plate 4. 

* Fig. 10. Uterus everted, showing eight vesicles, somewhat more advanced 

than the egg shown in Figure 13. XI. 

* Fig. 11. Open uterus No. 560', showing vesicles containing embryos with 

8-10 somites; 18 hours later than egg shown in Figure 13. 

* Pig. 12. 9 vesicles within a bag made of the uterine mucos. XI. 

Fig. 13. One egg of batch No. 560 (cf. fig. 11). X8. 

* Fig. 14. Twelve 4-cellea eggs, No. 293. The white spot in center is the “ yolk ’’ 

or ovum proper. X8. 

* Fig. 15. Sister eggs to batch 293 (fig. 14), 83^ hours later. X8. 

Plate 5. 

* Fig. 16. Three normal vesicles, one abnormal vesicle and seven unfertilized 

eggs. No. 585. X8. 

* Fig. 17. Embryos 585', five days later. X 1. 

* Fig. 18. Eggs No. 561. X8. 

* Fig. 19. Embryos 7^ days later, No. 561'. XI, 

Plate 6. 

* Fig. 20. Young vesicles No. 582. X6. 

Fig. 21. Two I’esicles No. 582' with embryos, 2f days later. These are two 
of the vesicles shown in Figures 24 and 25. X2^. 

* Fig. 22. The surviving uterus of No. 582 . X |. 

* Fig. 23. A similar stage with the musculation cut away leaving only the 

mucosa. The bulging vesicles may be .^>een. Xf. 

* Fig. 24. The uteru.s of No. oS2 opened, showing vesicles in situ. Xf. 

* Fig. 25. The same. The eggs are floated out to show the depressions in the 

mucosa (“implantation sites’*) made by the vesicles. Xf. 

Plate 7. 

Fig. 26. Section through a 4-celled egg. Note extruded yolk about the cells. 
X200. 

Fig. 27. 30-celled egg. The hollow vesicle is in process of formation. Yolk 
within the partially completed vesicle. X200. 

Fig. 28. Ovum in stage of young vesicle (center) with concentric layers of 
albumen about it. Sni, shell membrane (shrunken). X125. 

Fig. 20. Opos.sum egg showing an Ascaris egg {a) embedded in the albumen. 
’*'Figs. 30, 31, and 32. Three double-yolked eggs at various stages of develop^ 
ment (arrows). 
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Fig. 33. 


•^Fig. 34. 


*Fig. 35. 


♦Fig. 36. 
Fig. 37. 


Fig. 38. 
Fig. 30. 


Fig. 40. 


♦Fig. 41. 
Fig. 42. 
♦Fig. 43. 
Fig. 44. 


Fig, 45. 

♦Fig. 46. 
Fig. 47. 


Plate 8. 

65-ceUed vesicle showing one large entoderm mother cell leaving its 
place in the wall. XoOO. 

Somewhat mure advanced vesicles (shown in greater detail in fig. 
35). X8. 

Detail of egg shown in figure 34. The thinning of the wall of vesicle is 
apparent Photographed alive. X82. 

1 mm. vesicles. A section of one of these is shown in figure 37, X8. 

Section of 1 mm. vesicle showing shell membrane, remnant of albumen, 
ectoderm, and entoderm. 

Plate 9. 

Detail of an egg, shown photographed alive in figure 41. The primi- 
tive streak is indicated by a tongue-shaped shadow. XIG. 

Portion of section through embryo of egg similar to that shown in 
figure 38. Three me>>o<lerm cells are shown (one is marked la). 

Portion of section through egg shown in figure 3S. There are six or 
seven mesodermal cells. 

Vesicles photographed alive (of. figs. 38-40). X8. 

Embryo near term, with umbilicus and shreds of embryonic envelopes. 

Photograph of primitive streak stage, taken alive. 

(from Selenka) embryos in utero. The large vesicles are the allantois. 
(See text.) 

Plate 10. 

Section through four suckled mammae and two unoccupied mammae 
(a). Seen in surface view in figure 46. XI. 

View of pouch with greatly swollen mammae. Reduced. 

Skin of pouch with mammae. One pouch young has been removed, one 
remains attached. These are about 10 days old. 
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Plate 8. 
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SOME PEELIMINAEY EEMAEKS OX THE VELOCITY OF 
MIGEATOEY FLIGHT AMONG BHiDS, WITH SBFATAI. 
EEFEEEXCE TO THE PAL.EAECTIC EECUOX.' 


By Col. R. Meixertzhagen, B. S. O., B. O. U., F. Z. S. 


' The question arises at once as to whether migratory flight is of a 
different nature from daily flight in search of food or to escape ene- 
mies. AVe have some interesting opinions on this subject. Giitke tells 
us that the speed of birds during their daily locomotions in the air has 
not an approximate relation to the wonderful velocity of flight at- 
tained by them during their migrations. He accounts for such 
enormous speed by the fact that birds migrate in the more elevated 
layers of the atmosphere, in which more uniform conditions prevail, 
and which are less subject to powerful meteorological disturbances. 

Cooke (‘‘Bird Migration on the other hand, thinks that migrat- 
ing birds do not fly at their fastest. He believes tliat their migrating 
speed is usually from ^30 to 40 miles an hour, and rarely exceeds 50. 
Flights of a few hours at night, alternating with rests of one or more 
days, make the spring advance very slow. He goes on to say that dur- 
ing day migration the smaller land birds seldom fly faster than 20 
miles per hour, though larger birds move somewhat more rapidly. 

I believe Giitke s theory to be based on faulty evidence, as I hope to 
show later. Aloreover. birds would experience greater difliculties in 
flying in the “ more elevated layers of the atmosphere,’’ as the atmos- 
phere is rarer and therefore oflers a less suitable mixture on which 
their wings can beat. They would experience the same diiliculties as 
a man trying to swim in froth. 

o-u'n observations tend to show that migratory flight differs 
very little in its velocity from the flight of daily movement, and I see 
no reason why it should or how it can be so. I believe migratory 
flight to be steady and unhurried, and that birds only fly at their 
fastest when pursuing or when pursued. Any one who has watched 
a falcon being flown at a rook will be struck !)y the speed which the 

» Reprinted by permission from The Ibis, April, 1921, pp. 228-2'l'>. 
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usually leisurely flapping rook can attain from the moment he 
realizes he is the quarry. 

I have seen rooks traveling on migration, and accurate observation 
gives their pace as from 38 to 40 miles per hour. Now these migra- 
tory rooks were traveling in their usual leisurely fashion, and not at 
anything like the speed they can use when attacked by a falcon. All 
other migrations which I have witnessed in many and various parts 
of the world confirm my belief that migratory flight differs in no 
way from every-day movement, except that it is steadier and possibly 
a trifle slower. 

So in dealing wdth this question, I shall consider estimates of any 
normal flight as the normal velocity wdiich birds attain on migration. 
That birds can hurry I do not doubt, but such effort could not be long 
sustained, and would be of little use to them in the long-distance 
migratory journeys they are accustomed to take. 

I shall first deal with those estimates of velocit}- which previous 
writers have recorded, but which can not be regarded as reliable. 
Gatke claims that hooded crows fly at 108 miles per hour and blue- 
throats at 180 w^hilst on passage, and especially in the spring. He 
claims that bluethroats pass from between 10"^ and 27° of northern 
latitude to the fifty-fourth degree of northern latitude in 9 hours. 
He also assumes that the American golden plover takes but 15 hours 
from Labrador to northern Brazil, supporting this theory by his per- 
sonal observations on godwit and curlew covering over 7,000 yards in 
60 seconds, or at the rate of over 4 miles a minute ! 

His estimate of hooded crow^ flight is based on the assumption that 
their line of flight is from east to west over Heligoland, and that 
they make for the east coast of England. This apparently is not 
the case, for their line of autumnal flight over Heligoland is from 
northeast to southwest, and these are probably not the birds which 
arrive in such numbers on our central east coast. The bluethroat 
estimate is based on the assumption that birds fly direct from Egypt 
to Heligoland in one night, wLich is certainly not the case. His 
estimate of the flight of godwit and curlew, on wdiich he bases his 
estimate of the flight of the American golden plover, is, I fear, but 
an example of the tremendous enthusiasm of this charming character 
for his subject. 

But Gatke is not alone in overestimating the velocity of flight. 
Many other writers have erred through basing a theory on bad evi- 
dence or no evidence at all, one of the most remarkable of these being 
Crawfurd (“ Bound the Calendar in Portugal ”) , who convinced him- 
self that turtledoves flew at such an astonishing pace that by leaving 
Kent at dawn they wmuld be in Portugal a few hours later. 
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As regards more accurate data, it was my fortune during the recent 
war to have the opportunity of using antiaircraft arrangements for 
my purpose. It was excellent practice for the men. and the results 
can be taken as accurate for all practical purposes. In conjunction 
with observations of an accurate nature from other sources, I have 
compiled the following table. 

Unless the authority is stated in parentheses, the observations are 
my own. 

The following notes refer to the table : 

Notk a.— O bservations taken at Quetta by two pel■^()us with stop watebes over a 
measured distance varying from 400 to 660 yards. .Ml birds were below 1,000 feet, and 
in no case were they migrating. 

Kute n. — Observations taken in East Africa in tbe autumn of 1015 on migrants bj 
using theodolites on a base of 1.1200 feet. 

Note C. — Observations made at Dar-es-Salaam by a system of two persons with stop 
watches stationed 440 yards apart and timing birds flying between points aligned by tw'o 
stakes. All observations taken on still evenings when birds were flying to and from 
their breeding grounds. 

Note D. — Observations made near Rafa, in southern Palestine, during the autumn of 
1917 by means of theodolites at two antiaircraft gun stations on a base of .3,926 feet, 
the stations being connected by telephone. 

Note E. — Observations taken in southern Palestine by stop watches at 440 yards dis- 
tance and timing birds flying between two points aligned by posts. 

Note F. — Observations made near 2kIontreuil, in northeast France, by means of theod- 
olites on a 1,420-foot base and small balloons to ascertain the velocity of the wind 
at the altitude of flight. Ail birds believed to be on migration. 


Species. 

Place. ! 

1 

1 

Ground 
speed 
(miles per ' 
hour). 1 

Remarks. 

Ravens 

) 

South Palestine . . . , 

j 

32-334 

11 observations. Birds pa;: sing to and from roost- 
ing. Wind calm. Altitude of flight 310-840 feet. 
(See note D.) 

Rooks ! 

Northeast France. 

j 

1 45 ! 

Taken with air-speed indicator from airplane. 
(R. A. F.) 

Do 

do ' 

39 

Altitude of flight 1,740 feet. Wind 17 miles per 
hour side. {See note F.) 

Do ' 


38 

! 

Altitude of flight 2,120 feet. Side wind of 31 miles 
per hour. (See note F.) 

Rooks and jackdaws 


j 40 

Altitude of flight 6C0 feet. Slight side wind on 
ground. (See note F.) 

Rooks 


j 391 

1 

Altitude of flight 2,008 feet. Head wind 12 miles 
per hour. (See note F.) 

Hooded crow 

Rossitten 

31.5 

Average of observations on 20birds. (Thienemann ) 

Jackdaw 

do 

: 30,6 

Average on several birds. (Thienemann.) 

Chough 

Quetta 

' lU 

Very strong head wind. (See note A.) 

Starling 

do 

43-49 

13 observations. Wind calm, (See note A.) 

Do 

South Palestine . . . 


22 observations. Altitude of flight 120-325 feet. 
Wind calm. (Sec note D.) 

Do 

Rossitten 

40.5 

A single bird. (Thienemann.) 

Rose-colored star- 
ling. 

Quetta 

oS , 404 

2 observations. Weather calm. (See note A.) 

Benches ' 

Rossitten 

33 

6 observations (Thienemann.) 


> Air speed 
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Species. 

Place. 

1 Groimd 
speed 
(miles pet 
; hour). 

Remarks 

CrossljUl 

Rossitten 

37. 0 

Average of 2 oljscrvations. t'l'liienemaiui,) 

Corn-l)nntiTii.Ls 

Palestine 

293 

Average of 2 observations. Birds flying to water. 
(See note E.) 

Calandralark 

do 

34 

Average of 3 observations. Birds coming from 
water. (See note E.) 

Red-throated pipit . 

East Africa 

26.5 

Altitude of flight 210 feet. Wind calm. (See note 
B.) 

i)o 

Palestine 

201 

Birds coming to water. Average of 2 observal ions. 
(See note E.) 

Pipits 

Tuscar Rock 

20 

(Patten, Zoologist.) 

Wagtail- 

East Africa 

30.1 

1 

Altitude of flight 160 feet. Slight following ^\ind. 
(See note B.) 

Do 

do 

29 

Altitude of tlight 210 feet. Calm. (See note B.) 

Swallow 

France 

106 

A swallow was taken from Roiibaix to Paris, dD- 
i tance 160 miles, and retrirned. lo Kotibaix 90 min- 
i utes aflei its liberation. (Zoologist, 1887, ex 
! GloT^e.) 

Do 

East Africa 

372 

1 ..Utitude of flight 235 feet. Wmd calm. (See 
! note B.) 

Do 

1 

do 

34 

j Flying at ground-level. Strong head wind. (See 
[ note B.) 

Swifts 

Mesopotaiiiia 

Over 68 

j Large flock at 6,000 feet, feeding over Mosul. They 
j circled round machine and easily overtook it. 

I Flying speed 68 miles per hour. (R. A. F.) 

Roller 

East Africa . . 

38.7 

1 Altitude of flight 720 feet. Slight head wind. (See 

1 note B.) 

Lanner f ah oa 

South Palestine . . 

4S 

Bird not hunting (See note E.) 

Kestrel 

East Africa 

403 

Altitude of flight 210 feet. Weather calm. (See 
note B.) 

Do 

do. 

43.9 

Altitude of flight 310 feet. Weather calm. (See 

1 note B.) 

Do 

do 

22 

1 Altitude of flight 150 feet Strong head wind. (Sec 
note B ) 

Marsh-harrlr 

Quetta 

.! 31,36 

Observations on two males hunting. W'cathiT 
calm. (See note A.) 

Do ’ 

South Pah\-tine . . 

373 : 

Single bird hunting. (See note E.’) 

Ii3Tnmergeier ' 

Quetta 

791 

Glidingto food at angle of 12^ to horizontal. Strong 
side wind. (See note A.) 

Do 

Italv 

UlO 

Bird nose-diving to escape from a puroiung air- 
plane. Observation taken with air-speed indi- 
cator. (R. A. F.) 

White Stork 

Mesopotami t 

1 18 

Birds on spring passage at 4,20! > feet over Bagdad 
Birds drew in their necks and legs when machine 
was near. (R. A. F.) 

Grey heron * 

France 

. Under i 45 

By air-speed indicator. (R A. F.) 

Gaunets ' 

Eastbourne 

i 48 

Do. 

Pelican 

South Palestine. . 

.-,1 

Altitude of flight, 1,249 feet. A side wind of 1.5 
miles per hour. (Sec note D.) 

Geese 

(?) 

41 3 ! 

Altitude of flight, 905 feet, ^f ensured by theodo- 
lite (Clayton, Science, n. s , vol. v., No 105.) 

Do ' 

France 

1 55 j 

By air-speed indicator. (R. A.. F.) 

Geese and due;c 

Mesopot lUiKi 

42-48 : 

Slightly i 
fa.ster. 

Frequent observation by air-sp*ed indicator 
Birds usually on passag*', but all below 
; feet, (R. A. F.) 


1 Air speed 
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Ground 


Species. 

Place. 

speed 

1 (miles per 

1 hour). 

Geese 

. . Franco 

50i 


Duck C*^) 47. R 


Do 

^)udta 

51-59 

Brent geese 

. . . Scotland 

M5 


MalUird cn ^ oO 


Do 

. r ranee 

. UnderiSO 

Teal 

. South I’alostine. - 

41 

Houbara bustard - . 

. Quetta 

421 

Stock dove 


421 

Turtledove 

. Sinai 

37 


Sand-grouso {Pt 
orientalis). 
Sand-grouse ( Pt 

^enegnllus). 
Pheasant 

Do 

Partridge 

<^uctta 

South Palestire . . . 

43i 

47} 

33.8 

38. 1 

32.1 

Do 


1 40 

Quail 

Mediterranean .... 

57 

ileotiroy’s plover 

Pale^atine 

34 

( Ch. geo^royi). 

ICentish plover 

do 

.34 

Caspian plover ( Ch. 

E ibt Africa 

51 

auaticuPj. 

Caspian plover 

lo 

47 

Dotterel 

South Palestine... 

45,5')} 

<; olden plover 

England 

1 60 

Pacific plover (C'ft 


50-75 

donunicu'<). 

Lapwing. 

S. Palestine 

37 

Do 

France 

50 


I>o do • U) 1j 

Do do 42 


Remarks, 


Altitude of flight, 4,210 feet. Head wind of 0 -^’iles 
per hour. (Sec note F.) 

Altitude of Sight, 9.5R feet. Measured by a special 
theodolite. (Clayton, ibid.) 

Eleven observations. AVind calm. (See Note A.) 

Hv air-speed indicator. (Wynne.) 

By air-speed mdlcator. Birds believed to be on 
passage. (Wynne ) 

By air-speed indicator. (R. A. F.) 

^iingle bird flying low and leisurely. (Sec note E.) 

A single bird. Wind calm. (See note A.) 

Fairly strong head wind. Fdid flying to :ter. 
(See note E.; 

Several tests made on birds flying their best along- 
side a train. Speed of train obtained from kilo- 
meter posts. No record of wind. 

Bird flying from water. Slight head wind. (See 
note A.) 

■ 'ird flying from water. Altitude of flight, 4t>0 
feet. Weather calm. (See note D ) 

Experiment in covered gallery. (Field, Feb., 
1SS7.) 

E-xpenineiit in the open. (Field, Feb., 1^S7.) 

Do. 

By air-speed indicator. (R A. F.) 

Timed at sea over 5‘i0 yards distance. Birds on 
passage. (Lynes, Brit. B., vol iii ) 

Timed by speedometer in the Bay of Acre, birds 
flying directly in front of the car. Birds could 
be pressed up to 39 miles per hour, after which 
the car could overtake them. Wind cairn. 

Same as for Geoflroy’s plover. 

Birds flying very low on passage. Wind calm 
(See note B.) 

Birds flying at 4Sn feet. Strong side wind. Birds 
on passage. (See note B.) 

Two observations. Birds flying very low. Strom: 
side wind of 11 and 21 miles per hour, respecth cly. 
(See note D ) 

ilirds being pres.-5Cd. By air-speed indicator 
( Wynne.) 

Not founded apparently on accurate ob-ervatiou. 
(Ilensbaw, Smithson. Inst. Rep. 19iu ) 

Single bird, flying against head wind of 12 miles per 
hour. Altitude of flight S^50 feet. (See note D.) 

Altitude of flight 3,.:,{j() feet. Flying against a north 
wmd on spring passage. Means of estimate un- 
known. (Portal, Field, 17. iu. 17.) 

0^se^^a^ion by air-speod indicator. (K A. F.) 

Altitmie of flight 1,110 feet. Slight ^ille wind at 
grournl le\ d. (See note F.) 


1 Air ‘^peed. 
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Species. 


Place. 


Ground 
speed 
(miles per 
hour). 


Remarks. 


Little stint j East Africa. 

Terek sandpiper do 

Greenshauk do 

Marsh sandpiper do 

Oystercatcher do 

Curlew do 

Whimbrel do 


49 One observation. (See note C.) 

4S-51 Four observations. (See note C.) 

4G,49 Two observations. (See note C.) 

4S,5L Three observations. (See note C.) 

45-49 Seven observations. (See note C.) 

Seventeen observations. (See note C.) 
43-52 Nine observations. (See note C.) 


So much for observations on the flight of wild birds. I shall 
now briefly record some of the more accurate observations on the 
rate of flight of carrier pigeons. 

Tegetmeier declares (Field, 22, i, 87) that the average speed of 
carrier pigeons is 86 miles per hour, whilst on two occasions a speed 
of 55 miles per hour was maintained for four hours in succession. 

From experiments carried out in a covered gallery (Field, 1887, 
p. 212) it was shown that a pigeon flew at 33.8 miles per hour, whilst 
in the open another flew at 27.9 miles per hour. 

In the Ploming Fancier's Annual of 1892 it was recorded that in 
covering 82 miles in good weather a bird maintained just over 71 
miles per hour. From the Sciliy Islands to Wiltshire (215 miles) 
a bird kept up a speed of 501 miles per hour. In 170 miles a bird 
made 51 miles per hour, and in 101 miles it made 571 miles per hour. 
In a race from Banff to Hampshire a bird maintained 62 miles per 
hour in very favorable weather. Finally, a celebrated bird called 
'A^^olonel ’’ on two occasions maintained over 60 miles per hour. 

Doubtless other figures have been published, but I have been un- 
able to trace them. From the data available it appears that tlie 
] formal velocity of a carrier pigeon is from 30-36 miles per hour, 
but that when ‘‘lioming" they can attain np to 60 miles per hour 
or over. Again arises the ({ue-tion as to whether migrants can 
accelerate their speed when tactually migrating, in the same manner 
that a ** homing" pigeon can Inirry on its way when homing.” 
For reasons already given, I do not think tliey do, and there is 
certainly no evidence which even sugge-ts it. The cases of rooks 
in the above table were certainly those of migrating birds, and in- 
dicate no hurry. The Eossitten birds were all on passage, and show 
no excessive speed. In fact, the only exce.S'^ive speeds Ave have in 
the table are those of the two Lammergeier which were taken under 
abnormal conditions, tlie golden plovers which Avere escaj)ing pur- 
suit, and the Roubaix swalloAv. It is remarkable that this bird was 
also •'homing. AAliich nuiy account for such an abnormal ^j)ee<l. 
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But swallows are most deceptive birds as regards their flight. 
They are in reality neither strong nor rapid fliers, and personally 
I do not attach too much reliance in the data of the Eoubaix swallow. 
1 do not believe any swallow is capable of anything approaching that 
speed unless assisted by a tail wind of BO or 40 miles an hour, which, 
as is well known, is a hateful condition to a traveling bird. 

The case of the Mosul swifts is interesting. The birds were 
probably not on passage, but simply feeding. It is known that 
swifts travel great distances in search of food and ascend great 
altitudes. In the Middle Atlas of Morocco, in the Himalayas, in 
Crete and Palestine, 4,000 or 5,000 feet and 50 miles or so in distance 
seems nothing to these incomparable fliers. I have had splendid 
opportunities of observing both the Alpine, common, and spine- 
tailed {Chcetura) SAvifts, and it has been a great disappointment to 
me that I have iieA^er been able to get a satisfactory estimate of their 
rate of flight, as they neA^er continue on an eA^en course. On a small 
island off the coast of Crete, I was recently gh^en a good exhibition 
of what an Alpine swift can do. I was Avatching some of these 
birds feeding round cliffs in which several pairs of Eleonora’s 
falcon were about to breed. Xow, this delightful falcon is no mean 
flier, and as these swifts passed their cliff, the falcons would come 
out against them like rockets. The swifts would accelerate, and 
seemed to be out of sight before the falcons Avere well on their 
way. So confident were the swifts in their superior speed, that 
every time they circled round the island they neA er failed to “ draw ” 
the falcons, and seemed to be playing AAuth them. I may add that 
these same falcons have little difficulty in OA^erhauling and striking 
a rock pigeon — itself no mean performer. I liaA'e also seen on rec- 
ord the case of falcons and swifts someAvhere in India, when the 
former failed time after time to come up with his quarry. I un- 
fortunately can not trace the reference. 

I hesitate to even guess at the speed to which a swift can attain 
when the necessity arises, but the main point is that this, the fastest 
of birds, can increase his “feeding” speed of, say, 70 miles per 
hour to a ATlocity which must exceed 100 miles per hour. There is 
little doubt that the speed of the golden plover in the table is an 
accelerated speed. Pilots in Mesopotamia have told me that whereas 
geese can not to any great extent accelerate, duck, when pressed, 
could attain a speed of about 60 miles per hour. 

To conclude, I find that birds ha\"e two speeds — a normal rate 
Avhich is used for every-day purposes and also for migration, and 
an accelerated speed which is used for protection or pursuit, and 
which in some cases nearly doubles the rate of their normal speed. 
Some of the heavier birds can probably only accelerate to a slight 
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extent. In this conclusion I am naturally excepting courtship 
flight, which is usually of an accelerated nature. 

I also find, after eliminating abnormal conditions and observa- 
tions based on meager evidence, that the normal and migratory rate 
of flight in miles per hour is as follows : — 


Corvida? 

Smaller passeres 

Geese 

Tame pigeons 


31-45 

20-87 

42-55 

30-36 


Starlings 

Falcons 

Ducks 

Sandgroiise 


Waders 34-51, but mostly from 40-51. 


3S-49 

40-48 

44-50 

43^7 



A BOTANICAL RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTHEASTERN 

ASIA. 


r>y A. S, ITttchcock. 


[With 11 plates.] 

The following sketch of the region is l)ased upon a visit made in 
1921 to the Philippines, Japan, China, and Indo-China for the pur- 
pose of studying and collecting grasses for the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 

The itinerary was as follows, the localities referring to places 
where collections were made : 

Philippines: Vicinity of Manila, Los Banos, Baguio. 

Japan: Yokohama, Tokio, Lake Hakone, Mt. Fuji, Nikko and 
Lake Chuzenji, Kyoto, Nagasaki. 

China: Shanghai, Nanking, Killing, Hongkong. Canton, Yingtak. 
Shiuchow, Whampoa, Lohfau, INfacao, Pakhoi, island of Hainan. 

Tndo-China : Haiphong, Hanoi, Vinh, Hue, Tourane. 

PHILIPPINES, 

These islands have been so well exploited biologically by the 
Bureau of Science that only time enough was spent here to obtain 
a general view of the grass flora. The native vegetation has been 
largely replaced in the vicinity of Manila by introduced species, so 
that most of the grasses here belong to the category of weeds. 

The grass supply for horses and other animals in Manila is fur- 
nished partly by roadside species but largely by II ornalocenchrus 
hexandnis. This species is found in wet soil in the tropics of both 
hemispheres, but it was surprising to find it cultivated for forage. 
Large fields in the vicinity of Manila are devoted to this grass, the 
plants being set out from divisions of the tufts, and treated much 
in the same manner as rice. The grass is cut, tied in bundles, and 
transported green to the city. The usual name applied to it is 
zacate, the Spanish name for grass. 

One of the commonest grasses is cogon {Imperata cylindrica). 
which is found also in tropical Asia. It is an aggressive species, 
101257 - 2.1—25 373 
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tending to intrude in all open places and sometimes occupies enor- 
mous areas, called cogonales by the Filipinos. Cogon is often used 
as a thatch for the roofs of houses and sheds. 

At Los Banos, the seat of the agricultural college, one has an 
opportunity to explore virgin forest on Mount Maquiling. On this 
mountain is preserved, at a point easily accessible from Manila, the 
undisturbed native vegetation. In ascending this mountain the 
writer had his first experience with one of the worst pests of the 
Old World Tropics — the leeches. These are brownish worms as 
much as an inch long and one-eighth inch in diameter. They are 
present in countless numbers on the fallen leaves on the floor of 
the trail and on the vegetation along the sides. As one walks along 
the leeches are seen to advance like measuring worms, now and 
then waving a free end in the air, attaching themselves with wonder- 
ful dexterity to any part of the body with which they come in con- 
tact. The feet may be protected by wearing shoes in which the 
tongue is sewed to the body along each side to the top and then 
wrapping the legs closely with wool puttees, being careful to come 
down well over the top of the shoe. Thick socks drawn up outside 
the legs of the trousers may take the place of puttees. Soap well 
worked into the socks is a deterrent. Particular care must be taken 
to prevent their entrance to the nose, eyes, and other openings in 
the body. They are usually able to attach themselves without excit- 
ing the sense of touch. Persons going in pairs watch each other 
for attacks about the head and neck. When they find lodgment 
they gorge themselves with blood and become oval in shape and 
finally fall off, but they inject a substance which prevents the coagu- 
lation of the blood and a wound bleeds for several hours. Fortu- 
nately the leeches are troublesome only in very wet woods during or 
between showers. On Mount Maquiling they did not extend as low 
as Los Banos. 

A trip was made to Baguio, a resort in the mountains about 170 
miles north of Manila at an altitude of nearly 5,000 feet. The 
weather here is cool and comfortable in summer, in striking contrast 
to that of IVfanila at this season. The trail to Santo Thomas (about 
7,0(X) feet) led through grassy mountain slopes and yielded an ex- 
cellent collection of grasses. 

JAPAN. 

Japan is very mountainous and largely forested, hence not pre- 
eminently a grass country. Aside from bamboos, only about 50 
species were collected here while in some localities in China as many 
species might be obtained in a single day. Even in the grassy slopes 
and meadows in the vicinity of Lake Hakone, though the individuals 
were numerous the species were few. Mount Fuji is a beautiful 
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mountain as viewed from a distance, its nearly perfect cone dominat- 
ing the view like our Shasta and Eainier, but botanically it is dis- 
appointing, especially from the agrostological standpoint. As ob- 
served on the ascent from Gotemba, there is an abrupt transitiou 
from timber line to the bare cinder slopes above. There are no 
alpine meadows harboring interesting grasses, as are found on most 
mountains, the portion above timber line here being devoid of vege- 
tation. An account of the vegetation is given by Hayata.^ Fuji- 
yama or Mount Fuji is a beautifully symmetrical somewhat truncated 
cone, 45 hj 30 kilometers wide at base and 3,778 meters altitude, the 
upper slopes being about 34°, Hayata states that in the Salix-Alnus 
region, about 2,500 meters, there are three species of grasses {Agros- 
fis camna^ Glyceria tonglensis. MiscantMis matsumurae) . and that 
’‘above the Salix-Alnus formation, there comes a small area of 
higher (alpine) grass formation. This formation is, however, very 
poor on this mountain, owing to its recent habitation. Only 29 
species are listed for this region on the whole mountain, and only 
one of these {Deschampsia caryophyJlea) is a grass.” 

The bamboos are well represented in Japan both by species and 
individuals. The bamboo covered hills in the region of Lake Ha- 
kone were a surprising sight. Large areas, square miles in extent, 
were covered by a single species {Arundinaria china) ^ forming an 
impenetrable thicket 4 to 8 feet high. 

CHINA. 

China was entered at Shanghai, a city giving much evidence of 
foreign influence, as reflected in the fine modern buildings, electric 
tramways, electric lights, and many good roads. Here is located the 
only United States post office to be found outside of the United 
States or its possessions. One can mail official packages home from 
here under frank. Shanghai is not on the coast but about 18 miles 
up the Whangpo Eiver from the seaport Woosung. 

The journey of about 200 miles to Nanking was made by rail in 
fairly comfortable coaches. Nanking is a treaty port and was for- 
merly the old classical capital of south China. 

Ports as used in this sense are not confined to the vicinity of the 
seacoast but may be in connection with interior cities that have been 
opened to trade by treaty. Most Chinese cities are surrounded by 
Avails, these having been for protection against invasion in earlier 
days. The wall of Nanking is 32 miles long and 30 to 50 feet high. 
A comparatively small proportion of the area within the wall is 
occupied by buildings, the remainder being farm land or unused 
grassland. The UniA^ersity of Nanking, a thriving mi^sionarv insti- 


^ The Vegetation of Mt. Fuji. Tokyo, 1911 . 
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tiition, is located here and has in connection with it a farm for ex- 
perimental purposes. 

A journey was made up the Yangtse River to Kuling, going by 
steamer to Kiukiang and by chair up the mountain. Killing is a 
pleasant resort, at an altitude of about 3,500 feet, much frequented 
during the hot season by the missionaries of central China. Much 
of the trail is up over stone steps like a gigantic stairway and all the 
supplies of whatever character are brought up to Killing by man 
power — coolies carrying loads balanced on each end of a single bam- 
boo pole or a heavier load slung from a pole carried by two. For 
the ascent the chairs are manned by four carriers with an extra pair 
for relieving. 

South China is entered at Hongkong, an island 30 square miles in 
area, under British control. The British also control the adjacent 
mainland to the north including the city of Kowloon and the New 
Territory. Between is a fine harbor buzzing with the world’s com- 
merce. Hongkong is a mountainous island, the highest point being 
1.800 feet. It is a modern city with electric tramcars, a cable line to 
the peak, and fine buildings. The journey of 90 miles to Canton may 
be made by rail, or more comfortably by river steamers leaving Hong- 
kong in the evening and arriving at Canton the next morning. 

Canton is a large, thoroughly Chinese city of over 1,000,000 in- 
habitants. Recently broad avenues have been cut through the city 
in various directions giving it a more modern appearance, but one 
can step easily from these avenues to the narrow, crowded streets 
scarcely wide enough for a chair to go. Innumerable sampans flit 
to and fro on the river, and it is estimated that 250,000 people have 
their permanent residence in these sampans. 

The Canton ( hnstian College is located across the river from 
Canton on the islaiijl of Honam. This institution is developing 
rapidly and is destined to be the educational center of south China. 

Witli the college as headquarters, excursions were made to Wliite 
Cloud, a small mountain east of Canton ; to YTiampoa, 10 miles east of 
Canton, where the Wilkes Expedition made collections; and to Macao, 
a Portuguese colon3% 40 miles southwest of Hongkong, and the first 
European settlement in China. A longer trip was made up the North 
River to Yingtak and Shiuchow, the latter at the end of the railway 
and about 140 miles from Canton. A four days’ trip to the mountain 
of Lohfau was ver\" profitable. To reach Lohfaii one goes by rail 
from Canton to Rheklung and on foot with carriers north about 25 
miles to a monastery which affords shelter for the sojourn. 

In company with Mr. F. A. McClure, of the Canton Christian 
College, a trip was made to Indo-China and the island of Hainan, 
Pakhoi in southern Kwangtung being visited on the way. Hainan 
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is a large island oii' the south coast of China, about ISO miles long. 
Landing at Hoihow we went inland to Kachek, one day’s journey by 
boat and two days on foot (though one can go by chair). From 
Kachek a boat trip was made up the river into the foothills of the 
central mountains. 

The writer is under great obligation to the presidents and faculties 
of the two institutions mentioned, the University of Nanking and the 
Canton Christian College, and to the missionaries at Yingtak, Shiii- 
chow, and on the island of Hainan, The cooperation of the mis- 
sionaries is almost indispensable to scientists traveling in the remote 
parts of China. 

INDO CHINA. 

Landing at Haiphong in Tongking Ave went by rail to Hanoi and, 
the next day, south by rail to Vinh. From this place OA~er a good 
road the journey is by auto and is scheduled to be a day's ride to 
Uongha where another raihvay brings one to Hue, our objective. 
Because of excessive rains it took two da^^s to reach our destination, 
the night being spent in a native hut on a Chinese bed — a board 
platform. 

Hue, the capital of Ann am, was of interest because here resided 
the Portuguese botanist, Loureiro, Avho Avrote a book on the flora of 
Cochin China, published in 1790. It was hoped that collections made 
at Hue might aid in interpreting Loureiro's meager descriptions. 
The director of the botanic garden assigned an assistant to help us 
in correlating the common or Annamese names Avith the Latin names 
of the plants, and these common names Avere in turn checked with 
those given by Loureiro. The natiAU names of conspicuous or Avell- 
knoAvn plants are probably the same noAV as in Loureiro's time and in 
several cases among the grasses the names served to confirm the de- 
scriptions. Aside from the comparison of the native names, tlie col- 
lections of the grasses from this region aid by shoAving Avhat species 
Loureiro probably had at hand for stud3\ The Avork of Loureiro 
is of impoi-tance because, being published so early, his names, when 
identified, have priority in man^^ cases. 

After having finished our work at Hue Ave visited Tourane on the 
coast and then returned to Haiphong the way AA^e came. 

NOTES ON BOTANY AND A(}RIOULTURE OF CHINA. 

The conditions for collecting grasses Avere very favorable and a 
large series of specimens was obtained. One of the prime objects of 
the visit to China Avas the study of the bamboos. This group of 
grasses is of much importance here because of the great variety of 
uses to w’hich the plants are put. The larger sorts are used for 
structural purposes; thin-walled sorts are split into narroAV strips 
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to be used for baskets and ropes; certain s[>ecies furnish food, tlie 
tender young slioots being used as a vegetable. 

Bamboos are difficult to study and identify from herbarium speci- 
mens because most of the species flower only at rare intervals and the 
leaves furnish few distinguishing characters. But when the species 
are examined as they are growing their distinctions are more evident. 
One soon recognizes the different kinds by the habit of growth, the 
size, shape, and color of the stems, and by the appearance of the young 
shoots, which usually grow to the full height of the plant before send- 
ing out branches, and which are covered with large characteristic 
scales or bladeless sheaths. It is therefore almost necessary, in the 
study of this group, to supplement herbarium work b}^ observations 
upon the growing plants. 

Aside from the bamboos the grasses of China furnish an interesting 
field for study. From books and herbarium specimens one may learn 
much regarding the identity of the species of foreign countries but 
may be unable to obtain information concerning the habit of growth, 
the habitat or conditions under which the plants grow, and especiallj’ 
does one fail to form a mental picture of the grasslands or gain 
a knowledge as to what species are dominant in a given region. Much 
information of this sort was gathered throughout the trip. It is in- 
teresting to find new species but much more interesting to determine 
the identity of obscure and doubtful species described by early 
authors. The Wilkes Exploring Expedition visited Wliampoa and 
made collections there. This place is about 10 miles below Canton on 
the Pearl Eiver and was in the early part of the last century the 
anchorage for vessels trading with Canton. Since some of the 
grasses collected at that time by the Wilkes Expedition have re- 
mained obscure, a visit was made to MTiampoa (pronounced Wamp5). 
From personal observations on the physiographic features and from 
a study of the collection of grasses obtained it becomes compara- 
tively easy to interpret the grasses of the Wilkes Expedition. This 
is only one example of many similar instances. 

China is said to be a thickly populated country, and indeed the 
cities and villages are very much crowded. Tlie country population 
is fairly dense in the valleys, which are intensively cultivated. But 
one is greatly surprised at the vast stretches of unused grassland, mile 
upon mile, on the rolling hills, uninhabited and ungrazed, covered 
with a luxuriant growth of nutritious grasses. This condition ob- 
tains not merely in the remote parts of the country but within sif^ht 
of large cities. There are many reasons for this, but one of the 
most important is probably the prevalence of actual or potential 
banditry. A herd of cattle on these grass hills would at once inv^ite 
the attack of robbei's. and the rich man, the only one who could afford 
herds, will not risk his capital. The small farmer of the valleys, with 
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liis small plot of ground worked by himself and family, can not 
utilize this open country, and farms, so far as observed in the parts 
of China visited, are confined to the valleys. 

The industry and efficiency of the small farmer is remarkable. 
The land is cultivated intensively almost to the last square foot. 
It is an impressive sight to see the rice, field after field for miles, 
with a perfect stand of even growth, a maximum yield, every 
stalk of which has been set out by hand and will be harvested 
by hand. Nothing approaching such perfection can be seen in our 
great wheat-growing regions. We lead the world in the amount 
of product per man but China is far ahead of us in the product 
per unit of land. 

At the time of the visit to the Yangtse Valley in August the 
river was in flood and many of the rice fields were inundated. 
The rice was being harvested, nevertheless, but with difficulty. Men 
and women were wading in the water to their waists or to their 
armpits, cutting the rice, much of which was submerged, tying it 
in bundles and placing the bundles in boats. Later the bundles were 
supported on the tops of poles, three or four crossed and sup- 
ported like the frame of a wigwam, the whole standing in shallow 
water or upon the dikes between the fields. Such things as this 
show the relative value of food and labor. 

The methods for raising water used in irrigating the fields are 
of interest though no special study was made of these. A simple 
method is by a bucket worked by two men. The bucket is sup- 
ported at the middle of a rope the ends of which are held by 
the two men standing, say, 10 feet apart. The bucket is swung to 
dip in the canal at the lower level and by a dexterous swing and 
a single continuous motion is brought up to the higher level, a foot 
or two above and emptied. The rhythmic continuous motion of 
dipping and emptying is beautiful to look upon. There is also in 
common use a simple machine on the plan of a chain pump. A 
series of floats, a box about 6 or 8 feet long through which the 
lower line of floats carries the water, two sprocket wheels carrying 
the chain of floats, the upper of which is attached to a horizontal 
axle furnishing the power, these are the chief points of the ma- 
chine. The horizontal axle has 3 or 4 series of projections serving 
for foot rests upon each of which series stands a man or woman. 
Holding to a suitable support the men turn these foot rests by 
climbing upon them in a treadmill fashion. In the Yangtse Valley 
similar machines were operated by water buffaloes or carabaos 
turning a horizontal geared wheel. One could see here scattered 
thickly over the landscape the little sheds under each of which 
was a carabao patiently walking round and round. 
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Ill the parts of China visited, the forests have long since been 
cut away and only in the vicinity of the monasteries does one find 
any considerable growth of trees. The poorer classes, especially in 
the villages, depend upon grass for fuel. The peasants cut the 
grass, weeds, and other waste vegetation, dry it in the sun, and 
store it in bundles for winter use. The grass is used for cooking 
rather than for heating and the stoves and cooking utensils are 
adapted to this purpose. To keep warm in winter more clothes are 
worn. In the cities charcoal brought from a distance is much used 
for cooking. 

The small farms usually liave upon them a small pond in v/hicli 
fish are kept and along which are often grown Avater plants, such 
us the lotus whose seeds and fleshy rhizomes are used for food. 
Every few years the nind is scraped from the bottom of the pond 
and used as a fertilizer. There is a compost heap upon which refuse 
is thrown and ultimately utilized for the same purpose. Rushes 
are groAvn for making ropes, the entire cured stems being used 
and twisted into strands and these into a rope. The single stems 
take the place of strings for tying x^ackages. 

The visitor to China observes scattered over the landscape numer- 
ous mounds and is surprised to learn that these are graves. As 
these graves arc not to be disturbed by plowing no inconsiderable 
quantity of arable land is subtracted from that Avliich might b(‘ 
ciilti Abated. 

Bamboo sprouts as a vegetable haAe already been mentioned. 
Another grass latifolia) furnishes a vegetable of fine 

flavor. This is a perennial and the thickened base of the stem is 
sold in the markets under tlie name kaii sun. The species is a close 
relative of our wild rice or Indian rice {^Zizania 'palrntTis)^ Avhich 
differs in being annual and has no thickened base. 

A grass collected in the A^alley lands around Canton and between 
Sheklung and Lohfau Mountain is of interest inasmucli as it ap- 
pears to be the wild prototype of the cultivated rice. The plants 
Avere collected along the margins of pond^^ ditches, and streams. 
Tiiey differ from the cultivated rice in being decumbent and rooting- 

* ^ to 

at tl>e base and in the narrower panicles of awned reddish spikelets. 

Concerning agriculture in general one is impressed vrith tlie in- 
dustry of the people, the intensiveness of tlie cultivation, and the 
high state of efficiency within the limits of the empirical methods. 
On tlie other hand one sees the great opportunity for the application 
of modern scientific methods by which the quality and the quantity 
of the products should be greatly increased. 




1. Fishing Boats near Hoihow, Island of Hainan, 



2. A Street in Shanghai, Showing a Heavy Load Transported on a Cart 
by Man Power. Five Men are Pulling in Front and One Is Guiding 
IN THE Rear. Most of the Heavy Hauling Is Done in this Way. 
F,S0— 1 






Smithsonian Report. 1921. — Hitchcock. 


Plate 2, 



I. The Mission Compound at Hoihow, Island of Hainan. A Tidal Flat 
AT Left, Full of Water at High Tide. A Thicket of Pandanus or 
Screw Pine in the Middle Distance, a Common Seashore Plant in 
this Region, 



2. Shiuchow. China, 140 Miles North of Canton on the North River. 
An Attempt Has Been Made to Afforest the Hills with Pines. 
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Smithsonian Report, 19^1 — Hitchcock. 


Plate 3. 



2. Sampans Along the River at Yingtak on the North River. 80 Miles Above 
Canton. The Bamboo Poles Are Used to Push the Boat Through the 
Water. 
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1. Numerous Graves IN A Field IN THE Yangste Valley. In Foreground 
Are Mulberry Bushes Used as Food for Silkworms. 



2. A Valley Scene IN THE City OF Nanking. The Valleys Are Intensively 
Cultivated while the Hills are Grass Covered. 
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Smithsonian Report, 1921. — Hitchcock, PLATE 5, 



I. Zizania latifolia at Nanking, China. The Thickened Base of the 
Stems Is Used as a Vegetable Called Kau Sun. The City Wall Is in 
the Background Displaying Advertisements. 



2, A Small Farm at Nanking. Taro in the Foreground: the Fleshy 
Roots Used for Food. The Adobe Hut Is Thatched with Grass 
Bundles of Grass for Fuel Are Stored in the Stack, 
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Plate 6. 



2. Natives Cutting Grass ^Homalocenchrus hexandrus) near Manila. 
This Native Grass Is Cultivated as Forage for Horses. 

(PhotoKraph furiu-luHl the Hure.ui of Science.; 
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. The Edible Bamboo (Bambos beecheyana) 2. Blue Bamboo Cultivated for Ornament 

Cultivated near Canton. The Young Shoots, on the Grounds of the Canton Christian 

as they Are Emerging from the Soil, Are Cut College. 






Smithsonian Report, 1921 — Hitcrv.O'.k PLATE 8. 



1. Room In a Japanese Hotel at Hakone. The Guests Sit Cross-legged 
ON Mats Before the Low Table Upon which the Meal Is Served. A 
Charcoal Stove IN the Rear Keeps the Tea Water Hot. The Little 
Wooden Firkin Contains the Rice. The Sliding Panels Support 
Translucent Paper Instead of Glass. 



2, Tomb of a Saga or Wise Man near Hakone, Japan. 

3S0 -8 



I. A Post-Card Picture of the Emperor of Anam, Showing the Com- 
mon Type of Headdress Used by the Men at Hue. The Turban 
Consists of Several Windings of a Long Strip of Black [Cloth, Leav- 
ing the Crown of the Head Uncovered. 




1 




2. A Common Type of Irrigating Pump Used in the Rice Fields of 
South China. The Water Is Raised a Foot or Two. 

■ Phulcmajih furnKhr'l Iin ilir { mfiHi ( lin-Maii < oIIcl'i- j 









z -1 ^ nr 

S< 

z h UJ 

-J I o i 
W o 5 g 

“ z on 
5 o (T ^ 
lI ^ 

.ill 

C M Z I 
< liJ 

iJj CO o 

UJH< ^ 

^ .^O 

h =; K 

-r ^ ^ 

X y_ Z UJ 

? Z z w 

O J < 

<^hS 

CO 


CO q: 

i? 

< o 

CO 

|x 

a: ^ 

h“ 

CO z I- 
r^ O ^ 

S!?£ 


CO O 
D ^ tD 


QC 05 

llJ Q UJ 

i^fe 

^ CO X 

Z3co 


lU 

> c£ 
DC ^ 

lij z. 
CO — 

»- Q 
o 

Z K 

< < 

s 

X ^ 


Z u 
O X 


li 




JiNT ACACIAS AMD ACACIA ANTS OF MEXICO AND 
CENTRAL AMERICA. 


By W. E. Saffokd. 


[AVith in i)i:ites.] 

Among the plants of the New World which have attracted the 
attention of early explorers and naturalists are certain acacias 
armed with large spines, which serve as nesting places for intrepid 
little stinging ants. These spines, Avhich occur in pairs joined at 
the base, bear a resemblance to the horns of animals, some of them 
to the spreading or incurved horns of oxen or buffaloes, others to 
the erect horns of certain antelopes, while otliers, sometimes 
curiously twisted, suggest those of an ibex. From the base of each 
pair of spines at the median point grows a bipinnate lacy fernlike 
leaf, which at length falls off, leaving the branches and stems 
of the acacias studded with the persistent thorns. These leaA^es bear 
on their petiole or main stem one or more glands, which when young 
secrete nectar, often in such abundance that it drops to the ground; 
and on the tips of many of the leaflets small waxy bodies resembling 
microscopic eggs or pears, which abound in oil and protoplasm. 
On plate 2 is shown a leaf of Acacia comigera from a plant growing 
in one of the greenhouses of the United States Department of Agri- 
culture, bearing on its petiole an elongated nectar-gland and on its 
leaflets numerous apical bodies. Both the nectar secreted by the 
glands and the apical bodies on the leaflets furnish the ants with 
nutritious food and are fed by them to their larvae cradled in the 
hollow thorns of the plant. When the bush is jarred or shaken the 
ants come SAvarming out furiously to attack the intruder Avith their 
stings. Certain writers hold the theory that these plants, com- 
monly called bull-horn acacias, haAe been able to enlist the ants as 
a body guard, furnishing them quarters and subsistence, in return 
for their protection against leaf-cutting ants and other enemies, and 
tile plants haA^e accordingly been called myrraecophilous^ or “ ant- 
loving.” Others refuse to accept this view, declaring that the 
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acacias ‘4iave no more need for their ants than dogs for their 
fleas.” ^ 

The first writer to call attention to the remarkable relationship 
between the ants and the acacias was Francisco Hernandez, the dis- 
tinguished protomedico of Philip II, sent by his sovereign in 1570 
to study the resources of New Spain. In the Huasteca region of 
northeastern Mexico he came upon a thorny tree, called by the Aztecs 
noitzmamaxall% or “ Forked thorn,” which he described under the 
Latin heading Arior cornigeva^ Horn-bearing tree,” as follows: 

The Iloitzmaruaxalli is a tree 
with leaves resembliug those of 
a inezquite or tamarind, yellow 
flowers, eUible jxxls, and horns 
very like those of a bull, growing 
on the tree's trunk and branches. 
The leaves, which apparently 
have no savor when tasted, are 
reputed to be au antidote for 
poisons. Pounded to a paste 
and applied to the bites of ser- 
pents and other venomous ani- 
mals, the wounds beforehand 
having been scarified, they are 
said, within a space of six hours 
more or less, to counteract and 
extract all the venom, in the 
meantime assuming a black 
color. Moreover, within the 
horns there are generated cer- 
tain slender ants, tawny-colored 
and blackish, whose sting i.s 
hurtful, causing pain which 
persists for a w^hole day. The 
eggs of these ants, wormlike in 
form, reduced to a powder and 
inserted into the ears, likewise 
rt«. l.-Brunch ot Holt^mamaxalll. Ueacia her- mstiUin? into them the juice of 
nandizii Safford) with “horns very much like , , 

those of a bull.” Figured by Hernandez fiom lea\es, alla>s eaiache, and 
a specimen growing in the Huaxteca region of the juice will also cure tOOth- 
Mexico (1576). ache. This plant grows in the 

warm region of the Huaxteca in localities near the Gulf coast both flat and 
hilly.* 

On plate 3 is shown a pair of these hollowed hornlike spines, with 
the ants, larvae, pupae, and eggs which were taken from it. 

The above description, written in Latin about the year 1575, but 
not published until after the death of Hernandez, was accompanied 

^ See Wheeler, W. M. Observations on the Central American Acacia Ants, in Trans. 
Second Entomological Congress, pp. 110-1 .'JO. 1012. 

‘Hernandez, Francisco. Prodromus, p. 48. 1651. 
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\}y two illustrations of the hornlike spines, one of which is herewith 
reproduced (fig. 1). The original figures were colored, showing the 
thorns to be chestnut-brown. The drawings of the pinnately-com- 
pound leaves were very crude, but the evidence furnished by the form 
and color of the interlocking thorns is quite sufficient to identify the 
plant described by Hernandez with similar plants in the United 
States National Plerbarium collected in the same locality, still knowm 
as the Huasteca region of Mexico, a species described by the writer 
under the name Acacia hemandezii^ in honor of the explorer who first 
called attention to it.^ 

These curious horn-bearing plants soon found their way to Europe, 
and w’ere cultivated in the greenhouses of botanical gardens. The 
first species to be described botanically was one growing in the 
garden of George Clifford, included by Linnaeus in 1737, in his 

Hortus Cliffortianiis.” It was afterwards found growing in its 
native habitat, near Laguna Verde, in the mountains of Veracruz, 
Mexico, in 1820, by the botanical explorer Christian Julius Wil- 
helm Schiede and was described 10 years later under the name 
Acacia spadicigera^ which must be regarded as a synonym of Lin- 
naeus’s Acacia coriugera, Linnaeus’s original type from the (dif- 
iord garden is shown on plate 1. A photograiffi of Schiede s origi- 
nal specimen in the Herbarium at Halle is shown on plate 4 by the 
side of a branch from a living plant of the same species growing 
in Washington. On plate 5 is shown Acacia heniandezli of the 
Huasteca lowlands, readily distinguished by its short-stemmed flower 
spikes, which may be likened to ears of maize, with the microscopic 
florets crowded on an elongated axis like grains of corn upon a cob. 

A third species (fig 2) differing from both Acacia hermandezil and 
A. cornigera^ in its much straighter j^ellow thorns, as well as in the 
form of its inflorescence and of certain little stalked bracteoles which 
protect the florets before they bloom, was collected by Schiede in 
the State of Veracruz in 1820, and named Acacia sphaerocephala. by 
Schlechtendal and Chamisso.* ** 

The next writer to call attention to the bull-horn acacias was 
Thomas Belt, in his interesting work entitled “The Naturalist in 
Nicaragua.” In the narrative of a journey, made in 1872, from the 
hacienda of Olama to Matagalpa, Nicaragua, he writes as follows: 

One low tree, very characteristic of the dry savannahs, I have only incidently 
mentioned before. It is a species of acacia, belonging to the section Gum- 
miferae, with bipinnate leaves, growing to a height of 15 or 20 feet. Tiie 
branches and trunk are covered with strong curved spines, set in pairs, from 
which it receives the name of the buH’s-horn thorn, they having a very strong 
resemblance to the horns of that quadruped. These thorns are hollow, and 

* See Journ. Wash. Acad, Sciences 4 : 35S. 101 4. 

*See Linnaea vol. 6, p. 594. 1830. 
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iiie teiiiiuted by aiits that make a small h<»h‘ for their entrance and exit near 
one end of the thoin, and also hiirrovv’ {hroia^ii the partition that separates 
the two horns; so that the one entrance staves for both. Here they rear their 
young, and in the wet season every one oi‘ the thorns is tenanted: and 
hundreds of ants are to be seen running abciut, especially over the young 
leaves. If one of these be touched, or a branch shaken, the little aiit‘< 
{Pseiidomynmi hicolor, Guer. ewarm out from tin? hollow thorns, and attack 



I'fc. 2 . — Acotia sphatrocephala Sehl. & Cham. A, l>i*anch of the type-specimeo, show- 
ing ovoid flower heads and perforations, near the tip of the thorns made by ants; 
B, a pinnately compound leaf, showing nectar-giaud, y, uii tin* petiole; t\ a single 
leaflet, showing terminal body rich in nutriment, fed by the ants to their young, cradled 
in the hollowed thorns. 

the aggressor with jaws and sting. They sting severely, raising a little wlute 
liiinp that does not disapi>ear in less tliaii 24 Iiours, 

Tliese ants form a most efficient standing army for tlie plant, which pre- 
vents not only tlie inuinrnulia from browsing on the leaves, but delivers it 
from the attacks of a much more dangerous enemy — the leaf cutting ants. For 
these services the anrs are not only securely housed by the plant, but arc 
provided with a bountiful supply of food; and to secure their attendance at 
the right time and place, this food is so arranged and distributed as to effect 
that object with wonderful i)erfectioii. The leaves are bipinnate. At the base 
of each pair of h^aflets, on rlio mid-iilj, is a crat('r-fornied gland, v.liich, when 
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the ieuvfs are young, .^ecrtTcs a lione:»like liquid. Of tliis the ants are very 
fond; and they are constantly running about from one giand to another to sip 
up the honey as it is secreted. Cut this is not all; there is a still more wonder- 
ful provision of more solid food. At the end of each of the small divisions 
of the compound leaflets there is, when the leaf first unfolds, a little yellow 
fruitlike body united by a point at its base to the end of the pinnule. Examined 
through a microscope, this little appendage looks like a golden pear. AVhen 
the leaf first unfolds, the little pears are not quite ripe, and the ants are 
continually employed going from one to another examining them. When an 
ant finds one sufficiently advanced, it bites the small point of attachment ; then 
bending down the fruitlike body it breaks it off and bears it away in triumph 
to the nest. All the fruit like bodies do not ripen at once, but successively, so 
that the ants are kept about the young leaf for some time after it unfolds. 
Thus the young leaf is always guarded by the ants ; and no caterpillar or 
larger animal could attempt to injure them without being attacked by the 
little warriors. The fniitlikc ]‘(Hlics are about one-twelfth of an inch long, and 
are rd)out one-third of the size of the ants; so tiuit the ant bearing one away 
is as heavily laden as a man bearing a large hunch of plantains. I think 
these facts show that the ants are really kept by the acacia as a standing army, 
to protect its leaves from the attacks of herbivorous mammals and insects. 

The bulTs-horn thorn does not grow at the mines in the forest, nor are 
the small ants attending on them found there. They seem specially adaiffed 
for the tree, and I liave seen them nowhere else. * * * j sowed the seeds 
of the acacia in my garden, and reared some young plants. Ants of many 
kinds were numerous, but none of them took to the horns for shelter, nor the 
glands and fruitlike Ijodies for food; for, as I have already mentioned, the 
species that attend on the thorns are not found in the forest. The lea f-cut ting 
ants attacked the young plants and defoliated them ; but I have never seen 
any of the trees out on the savannahs that are guarded by the P^^eudomyrma 
touched by them, and have no doubt the acacia is protected from them by its 
little warriors. The thorns, when they are first developed, are soft, and filled 
with a sweetish, pulpy substance; so that the ant, wlien it makes an entrance 
into them, finds its new house full of food. It hollows this out, leaving only 
the hardened shell of the thorn. Strange to say, this treatment seems to 
favor the development of the thorn, as it increases in size, hnliring out towards 
the base; whilst in my plants that were not touched by the ants, the thorns 
turned yellow and dr'ed up into dead but persistent prickles. I am not sure, 
however, that this may not have been due to the habitat of the plant not 
suiting it. 

These ants seem to lead the happiest of existences. Protected by their 
stings, they fear no fo('. Habitations full of food are ; provided for them to 
commence housekeeping with; tma cups of nectar and luscious fruTs await 
them every day. P>ut tliere is a reverse to the picture. In tlie dry seawn 
on the plains, the acacias cease to grow. No young leaves are produced, and 
the old glands do not secrete honey. Then want and Inmger overtake the ants 
that have revelled in luxury all the wet season ; intiny of the thorns are de- 
populated, and only a few ants live through the season of scarcity. As soon, 
however, as the first rains set in. the trees throw out numerous vigorous 
shoots, and the ants multiply again with astonishing rapidity. 

The plant described above by Belt was referred to Acacia sphaero- 
cephala, but this is a Mexican species which does not grow in Nica- 
ragua. The two bull-horns which do oc( ur in the region of Belt’s 
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observations are Acacia rdcoyensis. a plant allied to Acacia sjphaero- 
cefhala^ bearing large, inflated, sx^ine-pointed pods, and Acacia cos- 
taricensis^ with bivalved pods which split open at maturity. Both 
of these sxiecies were described b}- Dr. Heinrich Schenck.® Photo- 
graphs of them are reproduced in the present paper on plates C 
and 7. 

CHARLES DARWIN ON BEI.T’S OBSERVATIONS. 

In discussing the nature of extra floral nectaries Charles Darwin 
calls attention to the observations of Belt quoted above. After ques- 
tioning Delpino’s assertion that the power of secreting a sweet fluid 
by any extra-floral organ has been in every case specially gained for 
the sake of attracting ants and wasps as defenders of the plants 
against their enemies, and that such organs ought not to be consid- 
ered simply as excretory, Darwin admits that the nectar does serve 
to attract insects which defend the plant and that the glands may 
have been developed to a high degree for this special purpose, as in- 
dicated by Belt’s observations on the bull-horn acacias of Nicaragua. 
And he also refers to the apical bodies on the leaflets rich in oil and 
protoxilasm, which are an additional attraction to the ants.® 

FRANCIS DARWIN ON THE NATURE OF THE NECTAR GLANDS AND 

FOOD BODIES. 

Francis Darwin in describing the main extra floral nectary on the 
petiole of Acacia sphaerocephala^ or a sj^ecies closely allied to it, com- 
pared its form to that of a flat thorn, “ such as those on roses,” with 
the top cut off: a miniature volcanic mountain with an elongated 
crater like a narrow trough running along the ridge summit of the 
gland, in which the nectar wells up like lava from the subadjacent 
secreting tissues, sometimes in such abundance as to overflow and 
drip to the ground. On plate 2 is shown a leaf of Acacia cornigera 
L. from a plant growing in a greenhouse of the United States De- 
partment of Agriculture, Washington, D. C., with a single elongated 
nectary on the petiole and numerous apical bodies on the leaflets. 
Figure 3 is a cross section through the petiole and nectar gland. 

The apical appendages on the leaflets, which have been designated 
“Beltian bodies,” measured 2 millimeters in length. Francis Dar- 
win describes them as shaped like a pear with one side much flat- 
tened. On examination with a microscope he found them to be com- 
posed of cells containing a granular protoplasmic body in which oil 
globules were imbedded. Their structure he compares to that of 

® See H, Schenck. Die myrmekophflen Acacia-Arten. EngL Tahrb. 50. suppl. pp. 440 to 
487. 1914. 

• Darwin, Charle.'i, Cross and Self Fertilization in the Vegetable Kingdom p. 404. 
1877. 
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certain other forms of nutriment stores in the vegetable Idngdom 
and adds: 

It appears that the crater gland and the food bodies together supply nutri- 
ment sufficient to support the ants ; it is evident that the latter must be consid- 
ered in the light of protein stores as well as of stores of carbohydrates. We 
may compare them analogically with the endosperm of seeds, in which these 
substances are also stored." 

??rHT]MPEK 0?s' MYRMPir<">PHTLY. 

Schimper, in his Pflanzen-Geographia, gives an interesting resume 
of Belt’s observations in a chapter entitled Pf-amen und Ameisen^ 
accompanied by an illustration of the thorns, leaATs, and apical 



Fig, 3. — Cross section of nectar gland and petiole of Avacia 
cornigera L. made by B, J. Howard from a specimen growing 
in greeU'honse at Washington. X 24, Originai. 


bodies of a bull -bom acacia. Under the heading Myrmecophily he 
gives credit to Belt as the actual discoverer of this relationship be- 
tween the ants and their hosts, calling attention, however, to the fact 
that the same theory was advanced by Delpino almost simultaneously 
and quite independently. He refers the plant used by Belt in his 
observations to Acacia cornigera^ and also cites A. sphaerocephola 
as a closely allied plant which has been the subject of subsequent 
investigations. ^^Both of these acacias and, in addition to them, 
several other species, possess great, hollow, relatively thin-walled 
stipiilar thorns, which serve as dwellings for a certain species of 
virulent ant. which bores an entrance opening into them near the 
tip.” Referring to the apical bodies on the leaflets, he continues: 

These food bodies, named after their discoverer Belfsche Korperchen, may 
be regarded from a morphological view as transformed glands. They are, 

’ See Francis Darwin “ On the glandular bodies on Acacia sphaerocepJtnla and Cecrnpia 
peJtatq serving as food for ants.” Jonm. Linn. Soc. Bot. 15:398-409. 1877. 
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however, distinguished from all other known glands by definite characters 
which may, with reasonable certainty, be regarded as special adaptations for 
the ants’ benefit, such ns greater size, longer duration, richness in albumen, and 
easy detachment when touched. Moreover, they lack power of secretion, at 
least in the later stages of their development. Of special significance in this 
('onnection is the fact that quite similar corpuscles occur in the moraceous 
genus Cecropia and the acanthaceous genus Thiinhergia and are also asso- 
ciated with protective ants. The like has never been observed in connection 
with other plants. In addition to these corimscles, a nectary situated at the 
base of the leaf-stalk yields a fluid rich in sugar.® 

In addition to the ant acacias of eastern Mexico and Central 
America mentioned above, several beautiful and striking species have 
been discovered, and two or three species supposed to be identical 
with them have proved to be distinct. On the shore of IManzanillo 
Bay, State of Colima, Mexico, a species remarkable for its broad 
polished, mahogany-colored thorns was collected about the year 1837 
by Dr. Eichard B. Hinds, R. N., surgeon of H. M, S. Sulphur^ which 
was described by Bentham in 1842, and named Acacm hindsii in 
honor of its discoverer.® On plate 8 is shown a figure of this species, 
collected in the same locality as Doctor Hinds’s original specimen. 
Its thorns have been likened to an inverted military chapeau in 
shape. This may be called the broad-thorn of Mexico. Closely allied 
to it is the more recently described Acacia hursaria Schenck of Gua- 
temala, with still broader thorns. Contrasting with these species in 
its polished light-colored V-shaped thorns, but resembling them in 
the form of its curved pods, is Acacia tepicana (pi. 9) from Acapo- 
neta, Tepic. Two other handsome species are Acacia coUinsii (pi. 
10) from Chiapas, southern Mexico, and Acacia nelsonii (pi. 11) 
from the vicinity of Acapulco, the first remarkable for its polished, 
dark-colored, twisted thorns, the second with pale-colored horns 
shaped like a crescent moon. Last of all comes the beautiful Acacia 
cookii from Alta A erapaz, Guatemala, with globose heads of flowers 
(pi. 12) and remarkably long dehiscent pods (pi. 13), very ditferent 
from all species hitherto described. 

The various species of ant acacias, though resembling one another 
in the possession of extrafloral nectar glands, apical food bodies, 
and certain other features, form several distinct natural groups, as 
shown in figure 4, based chiefly upon the form of their seed pods. In 
the first gi'oup (cf), which I have called the “ Spine pods,” the fruits 
are inflated, thin-shelled, indehiscent pods terminating in a slen- 
der sharp spine and containing two rows of seeds {a') embedded in 
a sweetish yellow edible pulp. In the second group (J) the pods are 
not spine-tipped nor indehiscent, but split open along two sutures like 

«SchImper, Pflanzen-Geographie pp 154-1,5.*). ISQS. 

^ Avacia liindMi Bentham, Lend. .Tourn. Bot. 1. 504. 1842. 

^°To this group belongs Acacia enrnigera, characterized by Hermann in his Paradi^-i 
Batavi Prodroinus (1689) as Acacia americaua cornigern siliguis in spviam aheuntihus 
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the legumes of a bean, showing the seeds in two rows, embedded 
in sweetish pulp; this group I have called the ‘^Bean pods” or 
Leguminiferae. The third group {c) has curved pods, with the seeds 
in a single row, embedded in a feltlike pulp; this group I have 
called the “ Simitar pods,” or Acinaceae. The last 
group {d)^ distinguished by its long two-valved 
legumes, I have called the Globuliferae, on account 
of the globose shape of the flower heads (pis. 12 
and 13). 

ACACIA ANTS OF MEXICO. 

In 1908, through the kindness of Don Luis G. 
Cuevas, of San Luis Potosi, to whom American 
scientists are indebted for many favors, I received 
Fig. 5.— Acacia ant, Several colonies of living ants in the thorns of 
pseudomyrma heiti, bulldiom acacias collected at Tanquian in the dis- 

var. fulve^^cens, , , ^ 

worker; showin- trict of Tancanhuitz, State of San Luis Potosi. 

and^sting^^^^rom box was unpacked in my office, the 

Tanquian, state of furious little insects came swarming out, some of 
Mexico"^^ X them climbing up my legs and stinging me severely. 

All of these ants came from the thorns of Acacia 
sphaerocephaJa. easily distinguished from A, hemandezii of the same 
region by their pale yellow color and their less widely spreading and 
straighter form. The ants of a tawny yellow or reddish color with 
darker abdomens, proved to be Pseiidoniyrvia helfi var. fxilvescens. 
closely allied to the typical darker 
coXov^^Pseudomij rma helti. Spec- 
imens of them deposited in the 
collection of the Bureau of En- 
tomology were forwarded by 
Mr. S. A. Rohwer to Professor 
Wheeler, who kindly identified 
them. Beautiful photographs of 
workers and a male ant were 
made for me by Mr. H. S. Barber, 
of the Bureau of Entomology (pi. 

14). Drawings are also shown in 
figures 5 and 6 to illustrate the 
structure of these interesting in- 
sects. As shown in these figures 
both the male and the workers 
have the abdomen or gaster connected to the thorax by means of two 
slender segments technically known as the petiole and post-petiole. The 
longer and more slender male is distinguished by a pair of cerci at the 



Fig. 6. — Acacia ant, Pfteudomyrma belli, 
var. fulvescens, male; showing long 
curved antennae and pair of cerci at the 
end of the abdomen. X 6. 
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posterior extremity of his body as well as by the form of his an- 
tennae, which are not elbowed like the workers', but made up of 
numerous beadlike segments. Both the male and the workers have, 
in addition to the large compound eyes on the sides of the head, 
three small simple eyes, called ocelli, on top of the head. These 
are scarcely visible in the photographs but are shown in the draw- 
ings. 

Ants of the same variety, Pset^omyrma helti var. fulvescens^ were 
collected by Dr. E. A. Schwarz near Tampico, in J anuary, 1910. In 
a paper read before the Entomological Society of Washington he 
fully corroborates the original observations of Belt as to the effi- 
ciency of the ants as a bodyguard, in defending their host from men, 
cattle, and insects. The acacias were extremely abundant, bordering 
the roadsides and covering great stretches of the sandy hammock 
along the seabeach. The principal, if not the only species, of that 
locality was Acacia sphaerocephala^ every bush of which was ten- 
anted b}^ Pseudomyrmas. At the time of his visit, the latter part of 
December and the first part of January, the bushes were covered 
with flowers and young buds. Doctor Schwarz was interested chiefly 
in collecting beetles. He found a small weevil abundant, the perfect 
insects on the inflorescences both mature and immature, the larvae in 
the seeds. They seemed to be the only insects which the ants would 
tolerate. When Doctor Schenck beat the bushes with his collecting 
net the ants would swarm out in great numbers and sting him. The 
only way he could collect successfully was to make a preliminary 
survey of the space beyond the bushes and then rush through the 
thicket at full speed beating the bushes with his net in passing and 
escaping before the ants had time to issue from the thorns. “ I did 
not mind the thorns at all,” he declared, ‘‘but the stings of the ants 
were something fierce.” Only one species of beetle was collected by 
]iim, a weevil at first believed to be a species of Bruchis. A more 
recent study of it, however, has led Mr. J. C. Bridwell to place it in 
a genus apart from Bruchis, from which it appears to be distin- 
guished by the possession of an ovipositor. 

In close proximity with the living trees was a dead acacia, which 
the ants had quite deserted. It had in all probability been killed by 
some insect boring into its roots, a fact which indicates that the ants 
are powerless to protect their host against the attacks of an under- 
ground enemy. The roots penetrated the ground to a great depth 
and resisted all attacks to pull them out ; but Doctor Schwarz brought 
back to Washington parts of the trunk and larger branches infested 
by beetle larvae and parasitic Hymenoptera, from which he bred 
perfect insects. 
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Wishing to establish a colony of Pseudoinj^rmas on our growinir 
Acacia comigera in one of the greenhouses of the Department of 
Agriculture, I wrote to Mr. J. M. Cuaron of Tampico, Mexico, ask- 
ing him to send me a few branches of the spec es growing in that 
vicinity witli thorns occupied by living ants. In a few days I 
received from him a box containing several branches of Acacia 
spliQeroce'phala. On opening it I found it swarming with belligerent 
little ants. Without delay I took the box to the greenhouse and 
lodged it in the branches of our little tree. Aulmost immediately the 
ants took possession. I saw one little male visit several thorns in 
succession, vibrat’ng its wings and hanging on to the tip of the thorn 
by his anterior leg’s, Avhile he rubbed the tip of his abdomen against 
the thorn. The next morning I found the Avorkers engaged in gnawing 
holes in the thorns, inA^ariably in a single thorn of a pair and always 
near the tip. The following day there Avere Iavo thorns thus per- 
forated and I saAv the workers carrying the larvae into one of them. 
The ants, hoAveA^er, do not appear to be quite at home on their new 
host plant, possibly because there may be a lack of food and perhaps 
because many of the neighboring plants have been sprayed with 
poisonous mixtures from time to time, to free them from scale insects 
and other parasites. One thing is certain, the enlargement of the 
acacia thorns is not Avholly due to the ants, for many of the thorns 
on my tree Avere quite large and hornlike before the ants had been 
placed upon them. IMy experiment established the fact that the 
little colonies in the individual thorns are not independent of one 
another, but larvae, pupae, and ant^ may be transferred fr'om one 
thorn to the other Avithout opposition from ants already established 
in the ncAv thorn. I had hoped that the ants would free the acacia 
of certain scale insects with which it was infested, but I was dis- 
appointed to see them passing by these insects apparently without 
taking any notice of them. Many of the thorns are now tenanted, 
and I am looking forward Avith interest to see Avhether my coloniza- 
tion scheme will be a success. Plate 3 shows a pair of the thorns 
from ilexico, which I photographed after haAung ddoroformed the 
ants, all of which, in the various stages, occupied the thorn photo- 
graphed. 

That a single species or variety of Pseiidomyrma is not restricted 
in its choice of a home to trees of the same species was demonstrated 
by the obser\"ations of Mr. Guy N. Collins in the State of Chiapas, 
southern Mexico, where he collected several ym^ixQ^oiPseudomyrma 
hc7f?\ but not the typical form, which is black. Jlost of the speci- 
mens collected by IMr. Collins were found by Professor Wheeler to be 
transitional forms intermediate betAveen the dark-colored type and 
the pale variety fvlvesrcns. to which my Tampico specimens belong. 
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In addition to the true acacia ants, all of which are Pseudomyrmas, 
Mr. Collins collected two other species of ants, Dolichoderus cham- 
pioni and Cryptocerus pollens^ which also nest in hollow twigs or in 
other small vegetable cavities. Cryptocerus takes its generic name 
from its hidden antennae, which easily serve to distinguish it from 
the Pseudomyrmas with their conspicuous spreading elbowed anten- 
nae, In the twisted thorns of Acacia caUinsii (see plate 10) growing 
at San Sebastian, near Tuxtla, Mr. Collins collected both Pseudo- 
myrnia ielti var. fulvescens and Cryptocerus pollens^ the latter in the 
old thorns which had been abandoned by the former. He collected 
another form of Pseudainyrtna helti^ transitional between the type 
and the variety fulvescens^ in the broad thorns of Acacia liindsii at a 
locality not far from the Pacific coast of Chiapas and also in those 
of Acacia nicoyeiisis growing near Picliucalco. 

PSEUDOMYKMAS OF NICAXiAGUA AND COSTA ItICA, 

To His Excellency Gen, Emiliano Chamorro, President of Nica- 
ragua, I am indebted for specimens of ants collected from the spines 
of an acacia growing at Granada, which proved to be A, costaricensis. 
At his request three species were sent to me b}^ Senor J. B. Mondra- 
gon, labeled “Hormiga negra brava,"’ “Hormiga roja,” and “Hor- 
miga degenerada.’’ Photographs of them are shown on plate 15. 
They were identified by Professor Wheeler; the "brave black ant” 
as the typical Pseudomyrma the “ red ant ” as Pseudomynna 

helti var. fulvescens. and the small broad degenerate ant ” as Cre- 
7natogaster hrevispmosa. Of the last named Professor Wheeler says: 

I do uot believe that the Crematogasters puncture the acacia thorns, but if 
Ilelt claims that they do he probably observed them in the act. Wherever I 
have seen them in connection with acacia thorns they have been mere iuqiiilines 
living in old thorns abandoned by Pseudomyrmas. Crematogaster has a sting, 
but it is suiall and not painful. 

From Costa Kica at least three distinct species of Pseudomyrmas 
are recorded by Don Anastasio Alfaro, director of the National Mu- 
seum at San Jose. These he distinguishes by their colors as honni- 
cjas negras^ rojas^ y amarillasf'^ or black, red, and yellow ants. They 
were described by Professor Emery of Bologna; the black species, 
identical with my own species from Nicaragua, as Pseudomyrma 
heltU the red as Pseudomyima spinicola and the ^^ellow as Pseudo- 
myrnia nigroclnctaP Their habits, as described by Bcfior Alfaro, 
are identical with those of their Mexican congeners. 

Recent studies of Doctor Wheeler and Professor Bailey of the 
Bussey Institution on the feeding habits of the Pseudomyrmas have 


“ C. Emery, Zur Blologie der Ameizen, Blolog. Centralblatt 11: 165-180. 1801. 
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shown that the food pellets taken from their pouches usually contain 
fragments of insects, pollen of various plants, and portions of Beltian 
bodies from the tips of the leaflets of the host plant. Larvae of this 
genus are shown herewith (fig. 7). They are 
straight and cylindrical, rounded at each end, 
and composed of sharply defined segments, 
with a tough transparent skin, large squarish 
head, and stout mandibles. The most interest- 
ing feature of all is the food pouch, or tro- 
phothylax^ borne on the first segment of what 
will eventually become the abdomen of the 
ant. From this pouch, which opens toward 
iTio. 7 .— Larva of an aca- Ih® mouth parts, the food pellets to be 

cia ant, Pseudomynna analyzed Were taken.^=^ 
gracilis, showing food- ^ 

pouch, or trophothyiax. Conclusion 1 would call attention to the 

lef anT great work of Professor Wheeler, “Ants, their 

structure, development, and behavior,” issued 
by the Columbia University Press in 1913, and to his more recent 
and equally fascinating articles on “ Social life among the insects,” 
appearing in the Scientific Monthly, beginning June, 1922. 

^ See W. M. Wheeler and I. W. Bailey. The Feeding habits of Pseudomyrmine and 
other ants. Trans. Am. Philosophical Society. 235-279. 1920. 
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Plate I. 



Acacia cornigera. Type Specimen from the Clifford Garden in Hol- 
land U737 Now in the Linnaean Herbarium, British Museum. Nearly 
One-half Natural Size. Original. 
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Plate 2. 



Acacia cornigera Leaf of a Growing Plant at Washington with Cratfo 
LIKE, Elongated Nectar Gland on Petiole and Numerous '•Beltian 
Bodies on Tips of Leaflets, which Are Gathered by the Ants and 
to Their Young. X IL. Original. 
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Acacia cornigera. n, Herbarium Specimen Collected by Schiede in Mexico and Described by Schlechtendal and 
Chamisso Under the Name Acacia spadicigera; />, Living Specimen from Greenhouse at Washington. Flower 
Spikes with Long Stems, Contrasting with the Subsessile Spikes of A. hernandezm. Natural Size. 



Acacia hernandezii, with Spreading Thorns, Like Bullhorns, Subsessile 
Flower Spikes, Indehiscent Pods, and Double Row of Seeds Embedded 
in Sugary Pulp. From the Mexican Huasteca Region. Natural Size 
Original. 
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Acacia nicoyensis. One of the Species Observed by Belt in Nicaragua. Flower 
Spikes Usually Solitary, Florets Borne on a Thick Cylindrical Recepta- 
cle Resembling a Miniature Corncob. From Nicoya, Costa Rica Natural 
Size. Original. 
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Acacia hindsii. the Broad-Thorn of the pacific Coast of Mexico. 
Florets in lax Flexible Spikes, Pods Scimitarlike, Opening by a 
Single Suture. Specimen from the Type Locality, Manzanillo Bay 
STATE OF Colima. Natural Size, Original. 
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Plate 9. 



Acacia tepicana. from Tepic, Mexico, Showing Its Recurved Acuminate 
Pods, Opening by a Single Suture, and Its Single Row of Seeds embedded 
IN Feltlike Pulp. Natural Size. Original. 
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Acacia collinsh, a Species with Twisted Spines, Two-Valved Dehiscent Pods 
AND Seeds in Two Rows. Photograph of Type Material. Chiapas Southern 
Mexico. Natural Size. Original. 

1 u 



Acacia nelsonii, a Species with Crescent-Shaped Spines. Long-Stemmed 
Flower Spikes and Florets Borne on a Very Slender Receptacle. Photo- 
graph of Type Specimen, from Acapulco. Mexico. Natural Size. Original. 

:iiu 11 



Smithsonian Report, 1921 — Safford. PLATE 12 . 



Acacia cookii. Remarkable for its Clusters of Globose Flower Heads; 
Florets Borne on Knoblike Receptacles, photographed in Field. 
Mountains of Alta Verapaz, Guatemala, by O. F. Cook. Natural 
Size. 
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~Siftor<i. Plate 14 





Acacia Ants from the Huasteca Region of Mexico, Pseudomyrma belti var, fulvescens, from Thorns of Acacia sphaero- 
CEPHALA, Received from Don Luis G. Cuevas, of San Luis Potosi. Winged Male in the Center, with Long Slender 
Flexible Antennae, on the Left and Right, Wingless, Stinging Workers with Elbowed Antennae. Photographs 
BY H. S. Barber. Enlarged 7.5 Diameters, 







Acacia Ants from Nicaragua, Inhabiting the Hollow Thorns of Acacia 

COSTARICENSIS. AT THE TOP, ACACIA BELTI VAR. FULVESCENS CALLED 

“Hormiga roja”- In the Center, Crematogaster brevispinosa, “Hor- 

MIGA DEGENERADA”; BeLOW, PSEUDOMYRMA BELTI, “ HORMIGA ' NEGRA 

BRAVA.” Received FROM President Chamorro OF Nicaragua. Enlarged 
Nearly 14 Diameters, original. 
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THE FALL WEBWOKM. 


By R. E. Snodgrass, 

Office of Fruit Insect Investigations^ Bureau of Entomology, 


[With 2 plates.] 



Fig. 1. — Moths of the fall webworm (natural size). 


Could insects think and express their thoughts in terms that we 
could understand we should probably hear complaints from them of 
woods and fields disfigured by our barns and country houses and of 
great areas devastated by our factories and towns. However, since 
it happens that we are the ones that do the thinking, it is we that 
express our thoughts in these same terms against the insects and 
their works. People still ask why pests were made to annoy us and 
to destroy our crops. But such questions imply a too egotistical 
view of the situation. All of us, men and insects, are on the earth 
for our own ends, and friction arises wherever interests overlap. 
A caterpillar claims a certain tree as its natural food and habitat, 
but we assert our property rights and proceed to drive the cater- 
pillar out. Yet, though we never so intended, we have vastly im- 
proved living conditions for many insect species by furnishing them 
a far greater acreage of their favorite food plants than nature ever 
provided. As a consequence they multiply in spite of our constant 
war against them. 

In June silvery white bags of glistening silk appear amongst the 
foliage of city, orchard, and woodland trees, each inclosing twigs 
and leaves. As the season advances the bags increase in size, the 
leaves within them die, and by fall they become objects of disgusting 
ugliness, each perhaps spreading over several square feet of area. 
These bags are the homes of the fall webworm, hairy caterpillars 
which are the progeny of a small, white, night-flying moth (fig. 1) 
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that earlier in the season laid her eggs on a nearby leaf (pi. 2, A). 
Since the caterpillars themselves are most interesting creatures, it is 
truly regrettable that their architecture does not possess greater 
aesthetic merit. But, though we can not admire its art, let us study 
the worm. 

Each bag is the domicile of one large family, and much of the time 
it presents scenes of great activity. Most of the inhabitants are 
usually busy spinning and weaving, laying extra sheets of silk on 
walls already substantial, constructing stays and partitions within, 
or running out scaffolding to neighboring leaves and twigs which 
will soon become the foundation for an extension to the web. At the 
same time, many others are within feeding on the surfaces of the in- 
closed leaves, preparing to take the places of the present workers 
when they lay off for dinner, A few apparently lazy ones, however, 
may be stretched out inside the tent asleep ; but these are really those 
that have grown to the point where their skins have to be shed, and 
this process must be preceded by a rest. The bag has to be enlarged 
daily, for, unlike human families which bring their food into their 
houses for consumption, the webworm families build their houses 
around their food. Since families are large and appetites never 
appeased for long, this arrangement entails almost constant remodel- 
ing and enlargement of the dining room. As a consequence the house 
ever lengthens and expands, taking in more and more fresh leaves in 
one direction, while deserted chambers string out in the wake of the 
moving family, containing the dead and dying remains of leaves and 
a litter of refuse and molted skins. 

The moths of the fall webworms appear in the spring, which is to 
say, the}" emerge at this season from the chrysalids in the winter 
cocoons, as will be described later. The exact date of their emergence 
depends on the season and the latitude. They come out sooner in 
the South than in the North, and appear earlier anywhere in a warm 
season than in a late one. But in general they are about in May, 
when, after mating, the females proceed to lay their eggs, selecting 
for this purpose a leaf on some tree that will be proper food for the 
future caterpillars. Most species of caterpillars are very fastidious 
in their taste and will feed only on certain kinds of plants. The 
parents of such have to know these preferences of their progeny and 
most of them are very particular to select the right variety of herb, 
shrub, or tree on which to lay their eggs, so that the infant cater- 
pillars will not have to travel far to find a first meal to their liking. 
But, the webworm caterpillars having small choice in a large menu, 
including nearly all deciduous shrubs and trees, the webworm 
mothers have little to do beyond suiting their own convenience. 



WEB OF Young Webworms Spreading Over Several Leaves. Remains 
OF Eggs from which the Family Hatched Seen on Under Side of 
Upturned Leaf. 
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The Fall webworm. Apple Leaf with Patch of eggs on Under Surface, 
AND the Moth that Laid Them: Part of a Webworm Web Inclosing 

Leaves on an Apple Twig: a Mature Webworm Caterpillar which 

Has Left the Web: i>, a Cocoon on the Ground Amongst Dead Leaves; 
E, the Pupa or Chrysalis Taken from a Cocoon: an Adult Webworm 

Moth, 




THE FALL WEBWOExM — SNODGRASS. 
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They generally select for their eggs a leaf toward the tip of a twig, 
which suits the caterpillars best since they prefer to work toward 
the base of a branch. The eggs are usually stuck to the under side 
of the leaf and, when all are laid, they form a flat mass of closely 
placed si^heres covering an irregular area one-fourth to one-third of 
a square inch in extent, which may include as many as 500 eggs, 
though 200 to 300 is a more usual number. The finished egg patch 
has a fuzzy white appearance (pi. 2, A), because it is covered with a 
soft matting of fine scales rubbed from the under surface of the 
body of the moth. The eggs (fig. 2) are glued to the leaf by a 
gummy substance exuded when they are laid. Each is spherical and, 
when fresh, is of a pale, glistening greenish color. The surface is 
roughened like the skin of an orange, except on top where there is a 
round central smooth area. The sphere has a diameter of about one- 
fiftieth of an inch. 

A moth was observed at Wallingford, Conn., laying her eggs the 
1st of June. These eggs began to hatch on the 15th, but 24 hours 

before hatching they exhibited a change of 
color, turning from the pale greenish tint 
to a leaden gi'a^^ Those that were laid first 
were the first to change, and as the hatch* 
ing progressed the dark color gradually 
spread across the mass. The hatching ex- 
tended over three days. Each inclosed cater- 
pillar liberates itself by eating a hole in 
the top of its shell large enough to admit its head and shoulders 
Then it calmly crawls out, straightening and stretching to nearly a 
twenty -fifth of an inch in length, and leisurely wanders about over 
the eggs or explores the immediate neighborhood of the leaf. The 
first to come out remain about the egg patch waiting for the others. 
Being communists by nature they appear to feel, even at this early 
stage, that they are helpless as individuals. They while away the 
time with a little nibbling at the empty eggshells and with trying 
their spinnerets by weaving a few threads over the eggs and the 
near part of the leaf. By the time the majority are out, however, 
the eggs are often covered with a delicate sheet of silk and frequently 
a web is spun over a considerable area of the leaf. But with those 
observed by the writer the crowd usually migrated in a mass to the 
upper surface of the leaf or to an adjacent leaf before starting the 
first regular tent. Here the tiny creatures appear to pile up in a writh- 
ing squirming mass, all inextricably tangledi in an intricate network 
of threads which they are spinning and weaving as if their young lives 
depended on if^ shelter. The mass of silk grows rapidly and before 



Fig. 2. — Four eggs on a 
piece of leaf (great I j eu- 
larged). 
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long fills the hollow of the leaf (fig. 3.) A few caterpillars always 
work on top of the structure, roofing it over with a smooth sheet of 
web which is anchored along both edges of the leaf. The network 
beneath soon becomes peppered with blackish grains of frass, show- 
ing that the appetities of the workers have already been attended to, 
and, if we look, we are likely to see that one shift is now laid off 
and is feeding on the surface of the leaf beneath the tent as in- 
dustriously as the other is spinning and weaving above. As belated 
members of the family hatch from the eggs they follow the trail of 
the others to the web and join the crowd. 

In a day or so the edges of the webbed leaf become strongly rolled 
upward, the hollow being entirely filled with web and perhaps the 



whole leaf wrapped in a thin sheet of silk. A bridge is now spun 
to a neighboring leaf or twig and the colony begins to spread out 
over greater territory (fig. 4). If a second leaf is not directly 
accessible from the first a few venturers explore the twig by way 
of the leaf petiole, leaving a trail of silk along their way which 
guides others over the same course. Soon the stalk of another leaf 
is discovered and the beginnings of a web are spun about it. Emi- 
grants from the first leaf follow in increasing numbers and soon a 
second is swathed in a thin web of shining new silk. Several leaves 
may be thus individually webbed during the first few days of the 
caterpillars’ lives (pi. 1), but soon the spinning of a more pretentious 
structure is undertaken, which will inclose a group of leaves in its 
gossamer walls. The earlier leaves are by this time dying and turn- 
ing brown and their webs are mostly deserted, though a'" few cater- 
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pillars always lag behind, but these will eventually follow the others 
through the series of deserted tents. 


At the end of a 
week of feeding and 
working the cater- 
pillars a 1 1 a in a 
length of about one- 
twelfth of an inch; 
the largest may be 
a trifle longer than 
this. The color of 
the body is pale 
greenish yellow, the 
head is black in 
strong contrast, on 
the back of the first 
segment there is a 
prominent dark 
Brown, shield-like, 
plate, and on the last 
segment a smaller, 
paler one (fig. 5). 

The body is sparsely 
covered with long 
hairs placed singly 
on small brown 
knobs that give the skin a speckled appearance. The arrangement of 
these knobs, called tubercles, is sufficiently shown by the figure. The 

hairs on the back are 
specially long and the 
two median rows are 
very black. Caterpil- 
lars with these char- 
acters are still in the 
first period of their 

FIG. 5.-Younff webworm^i^ Stage I (natural length 

call Stage!. Ento- 
mologists use the word imtar to designate the insect inself in any 
stage. 

After the first week some of the caterpillars will be observed to 




have changed in appearance and to have become abruptly larger. 
A search through the tents will reveal many little hairy wads which 
are dry, empty caterpillar skins. This means that the first molt 
has begun and that the caterpillars are entering Stage II. Those 
that have molted are about one-sixtli of an Inch long, twice the 
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length of the largest in Stage I. They are also more hairy and 
there is a conspicuous mixture of gray hairs with the long black ones. 
The general color of the skin is darker with more of an orange-yel- 
low tone. The hairs are arranged on the same tubercles as in Stage 
I, but now each tubercle carries a small cluster of hairs and those 
on the sides just above the legs, which were bare in the first stage, 
have three hairs each. The head, the back plates of the first and 
last body segments, and the hair tubercles are dark reddish brown. 

The back plate of the first segment is now divided 
by a pale median line. The characters of Stage II 
are shown by figure 6. 

After their molt the caterpillars resume feeding 
and working with increased vigor, and more and 
more leaves are included in the expanding webs. 
The colony often splits into several sections, each 
constructing a home of its own. But always there 
are laggards that remain behind for some time in 
the old domiciles, generally individuals that are 
slow in changing their skins, presumably those 
that hatched latest. While most of the weavers 
work on the inside of the webs, many are on the 
outer walls where they are constantly laying on 
more threads, though the Avails look already strong 
enough for all practical purposes. The tents are 
not holloAv bags, their interiors are intricate laby- 
rinths of rooms and galleries betAveen sheets and 
strands of silk avoa en in all directions. 

The caterpillars still feed only on the surfaces of 
I leaA^es, mostly on the upper sides, and there are 
as many possible dinner tables in their house as 
as there are leaves inclosed Avnthin it. Yet the family prefers 
to eat in common, as many on one leaf as the leaf Avill accommo- 
date. But instead of facing toward the center of the table, as true 
sociability generally requires, the diners turn their backs to one 
another and spread farther and farther apart as the meal progresses, 
till finally the table is bare except for an irregular band around the 
outer margin. Then the family moA^es on to another leaf to continue 
the repast, Avhich lasts for an indefinite time. Necessarily there 
are no courses and no change of dishes; the same fare is served from 
first to last, as long as the colony remains on the same tree. The 
deserted banquet halls are desolate looking places, full of dead leaves 
and refuse, for the webworms never clean house; and a solitary diner 
remaining behind must make a cheerless repast on remnants amidst 
dirt and disorder. 



worm in Stage II 
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the end of two weeks from the hatching most of the caterpillars 
of Stage II reach a length of nearly one-fifth of an inch and have 
changed somewhat in appearance. The general color of the body 
is of a deeper tone, and there are suggestions of lengthwise stripes 
formed by rows of dark brown patches on the skin between the tu- 
bercles along the sides of the back, while a series of blotches on the 
middle of the back suggests a median dorsal stripe. Soon after this 
the second molt takes place and the caterpillars appear in Stage III. 
The general tone of the body color is now still darker than before, 
and the hairs are more abundant, with a greater number of the soft, 
pale gray ones, which gives the creatures a woolier appearance, 
though the large tubercles along the sides of the back bear now each 
^ to 5 black hairs instead of one. The brown blotches on the back 
have enlarged and run together, forming a distinct, dark dorsal band. 
Just before each molt the caterpillar takes a premolting siesta lasting 
about 24 hours: and after the change it still sits around in a sleepy 
mood for several hours, but Avhen this ^vears off it takes its place with 
the active ones. 

The webs grow rapidly during Stage III, but the general routine 
of life is the same as before. Perhaps a greater number of cater- 
pillars noAv vrork on the outside, and in this stage the writer has 
noticed them first feeding on the under surfaces of the leaves fhronrjh 
the outer walls of the tent. This practice is more common wdth some 
colonies than wdth others. 

A}x)ut 18 days from the date of hatching the first appear in Stage 
IT. The longest are now three-eighths of an inch in length witli 
hairs much longer and more numerous than before and the general 
appearance still woolier. The color pattern has not changed much, 
but the lines are darker, and the dorsal stripe is particularly conspicu- 
ous as a continuous blackish band from the dark head and thoracic 
plates in front to the prominent black dorsal tubercles of the twelfth 
segment and the back plate on the thirteenth. The under surface is 
pale greenish, stippled with brown; the thoracic legs are black, the 
abdominal legs blackish. 

The web may still be a flimsy affair, straggling from leaf to leaf 
or from one twig to another, but Stage IV is one of the busiest 
periods of the caterpillars’ lives. Tow^ard the end of it they reach a 
length of five-twelfths of an inch and the webs attain a size that 
makes them begin to be noticeable objects in the trees. Individual 
tents may be a foot or more in diameter while deserted chambers and 
connecting canopies spread out over an extensive area. The size of 
the w^eb depends on the size and vigor of the colony. Sometimes an 
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original colony splits up into two or more groups, and sometimes 
neighboring colonies unite, even though the members are in different 
stages. 

Most of the time the worms are very sedate and businesslike in 
their actions, but sometimes as you watch a colony of caterpillars at 
work, all spinning and weaving as if they have not a moment to 
waste, suddenly, every individual rears up and violently wags its 
forward half, swinging from side to side with quick, short jerks. 
You had probably done nothing to provoke this curious demonstra- 
tion, and probably if you try to make the creatures do it again by any 
sort of disturbance they will quietly proceed with their spinning or 
their eating. The writer has kept colonies indoors and many times 
watched them perform this wagging ceremony, but has not been able 
to discover a motive or in most cases any reason for it. A crowd of 
young caterpillars sometimes wags shortly after hatching, some 
colonies seldom do it at any age ; one was observed for 27 days before 
a wagging exhibition was noted. Others wag at frequent intervals. 
As if at some signal the absurd performance begins and is taken up 
simultaneously by all members of the colony whether inside the tent 
or without and whether feeding or spinning. You may touch and 
annoy an individual caterpillar and the insignificant creature reels 
obout, bites at your finger, and emits a drop of yellow liquid from its 
mouth to indicate its resentment; you may tap the nest or jar the 
tree without effect ; but again, while all is calm and peaceful, suddenly 
for no apparent reason, uprears every worm and wags. One sure 
stimulus, however, that will always start the performance, is tobacco 
smoke — ever so little wafting over a tent sets all the occupants into 
energetic vibration. Whether the action registers disapproval or 
pleasure one can not say. 

As the caterpillars become older an increasing number of them 
spend their time on the outside of the tent and feed on the lower 
epidermis of the leaves through the web. Some colonies that the 
writer studied in Indianapolis appeared to live during the fourth 
and fifth stages very largely on the exterior of the tents and did most 
of their feeding on the outside. These used the interioi's principally 
as molting chambers, though an occasional individual even sheds its 
skin on the roof of the house. Colonies observed in Connecticut, 
however, lived almost entirely inside, except for the necessary 
amount of external spinning, and members were seldom seen feeding 
through the outer web. 

It is interesting to watch the behavior of a colony durincr a rain. 
The caterpillars appear to feel the approach of a storm. During the 
sultry prelude, when the thunder is growling in the on-coming cloud 
bank, the writer has noted a complete surcease from work and has 
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seen caterpillars at work on outlying structures quit their spinning 
and gather on the top of the main web where they all stretched out 
motionless against the surface. Soon the big drops were coming 
down. The first that struck the tent only created a little commotion 
amongst the inhabitants, but within five minutes after the rain was 
coming down in earnest every webworm had moved to the under sur- 
face of the tent or to the side away from that toward which the 
rain was slanted. Only a few took refuge within. After a hard 
rainstorm the webs are wretched and bedraggled looking things, 
but the industrious owners proceed with the building of additions 
or the construction of a new house. 

Sometimes a colony for some reason becomes dissatisfied with its 
location in a tree and decides to migrate. On such occasions the 
worms may move a considerable distance, going down one branch 
and up another, passing an abundance of foliage on the way, and 
generally selecting the end of a twig as a new building site. In cases 
of bad infestation, when a tree becomes largely or completely de- 
foliated, the caterpillars are said to travel all over it in search of new 
provender or to go off to another tree. During their smaller migra- 
tions, which the writer has observed, there never appears to be any 
definite leadership nor any organized progression to a new camping 
place. A few venturers explore the twig or branch, laying a line of 
silk that the others eventually follow. Wherever the pioneers halt 
and begin the spinning of a web there the others finally accumulate 
and fall to work. 

One writer has described the webworms as nocturnal wanderers, 
going forth from their homes at night to feed in the open with no pro- 
tection but the darkness, returning at an early hour in the morning 
with full stomachs to pass the day resting inside, where the}^ do little 
if any feeding. Personally I have never observed anything of this 
sort in connection with the webworms. Those visited at night were 
always either working on the web or feeding inside just as in the 
daytime; or, if any were away from it, they were busy weaving a 
new structure or an extension to the old one. For two seasons I kept 
colonies in my room where I lived and slept and never did the worms 
wander from their homes, except in the last stage when they go off 
but do not return. Out of doors one never sees devastated leaves in 
the neighborhood of the webs, while the webs are always full of 
them — sufficient evidence of the feeding within them. The noc- 
turnal habits and other traits described by the present writer are so 
characteristic of another species, the tent caterpillar, that one is 
tempted to believe he did not distinguish between them in the dark. 

The caterpillars of the Connecticut colony that hatched on the 
15th of June began to appear in the fifth stage on July 9. In Stage 
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V (fig. 7) the colors are much brighter and more strongly contrasted 
than in the earlier stages. The black dorsal band bordered by the 
black tubercles along the sides of the back is now very conspicuous. 
The tubercles on the sides are orange. A lemon yellow band runs 
between the line of the black marginal tubercles of the back and tliat 
of the uppermost row on the side; while a broken white line runs 
between the second and third rows on the side. The ground color of 
tiie sides is greenish gray, stippled with black; the under parts arc 
drab with black stippling; the thoracic legs and the bases of the ab- 
dominal legs are black. The hairs are now longer and more abundant 
, I than ever, and the soft pale gray one^ are 



particular!}^ noticeable. The intensity 
of the colors varies much in different 
individuals, but the features described 
are cliaract eristic of this stage and are 
intensified in the next. The caterpillars 
themselves are active, fine- loo king, long- 
haired fellows, about throe-fourths of an 
inch long. They run rax:)idly with a 
noticeable humping motion of the body. 

The webworms seem to be creatures 
possessed with a spinning mania or an 
insatiable desire to work for work’s sake. 
Either the weaving instinct is overde- 
velox)cd or it has survived a time when 
it served a greater need than at xiresent, 
for the caterpillars continually elaborate 
the walls of tlieir houses, although they 
are already fulfilling every purpose of 


their construction. Moreover, tlie webs 


arc so soon to be deserted that such suh- 


Pir;. 7. — Web worm in Sta£?o V 
(natural length i inch). 


stantial building looks superfluous, and 
the inhabitants often move on to a now 


place from a web that still contains an abundance of fresh, uneaten 
leaves. Yet, even when the provisions in an old tent are entirely gone, 
a few caterpillars wdll always slay with it, working away on the walls 
and framework as if building a memorial for all time. By night as 
well as by day \vork goes on. Late on warm nights, in the illumina- 
tion of a lantern or a flash light, one ma}’ see the busy laborers sw^aying 
and twisting or dangling in mid-air in all kinds of perilous attitudes 
on invisible scaffoldings against the sky. Yet there are occasional 
periods of rest, besides those accompanying the molts, when all the 
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occupants of a tent are stretched out motionless, some on the outside, 
some within, evidently simply indulging in repose. 

Whatever may be the secret motive of the webworms’ industry, it 
does not appear to involve the idea of protection from enemies ; for, 
whatever benefits the caterpillars may derive from their elaborate 
architecture, immunity from attack by other creatures is not one of 
them. Any bird that cares to eat hairy caterpillars could make a 
good meal almost any time from the outside of the webs; but the 
only birds known to eat webworms are cuckoos and screech owls, and 
certainly these do not cause any great depletion of the webworm 
population. Garden toads will gulp down the wooliest of caterpillars, 
even if they choke, but they do not climb trees. The worst enemies 
of insects are other insects, parasitic species that lay their eggs in 
the bodies of their victims. The webworms’ web offers little shelter 
against parasites. Caterpillars on the outside are exposed to direct 
attack; and parasites with long, sharp oAupositors do not hesitate to 
enter the edifice where they stab right and left at the occupants so 
conveniently suspended in its meshes. Praying mantids, assassin 
bugs, and hunting spiders are included amongst the known pre- 
daceous enemies of webworms, but their toll on the colonies is only 
comparable with that of thugs and murderers in human communi- 
ties. Insects in general hold their place in nature by force of 
numbers. Just as plants survive a multitude of destructive forces 
through a superabundance of seeds, so insects maintain themselves 
against odds by producing each season sufficient of their kind to 
gratify the appetites of all their enemies and still be STire of enough 
to propagate their species. 

A few days after the webworms have shed their fourth skins they 
molt again and enter into the sixth and last stage of their larval 
lives. They have now become superb creatures an inch in length 
ffig. 8. and pi. 2. C), but they appear much longer than this on 
account of the great spread of the body hairs. Those on the tuber- 
cles along the sides of the back make an elegant sweep outward and 
upward, those on the sides curve downward, covering a width nearly 
equal to the length of the body. The dark band on the back is of a 
soft, rich velvety black, parted by a narrow, fragmentary median 
line of white and bordered on each side by the row of prominent 
black latero-dorsal tubercles. In general, the colors are deeper, the 
hairs longer, grayer, and woollier than in any of the preceding 
stages: but sometimes it is difficult to distinguish at a glance small, 
pale individuals of Stage VI from large, dark ones of Stage V. Meas- 
urements of the head, however, give constant differences between all 
stages. Tlie webworms in Stage VI have heads two-fifths wider 
than those of stage V. 

101257— 2a 27 
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Fig. 8. — Full-^'rowii webAxorm in Stage VI (natural length about 1 inch). 


While the sixth stage is marked by an intensification of the pliys- 
iral charaGters of all the other stages, it is characterized by new traits 



Fig. 9. — A three-quarter facial view of a 
wcbworm caterpillar’s head, showing the 
stiong, toothed jaws or mandibles {Md) 
which enable the caterpillar to bite off 
pieces of the leaves. The jaws are 
hinged to the sides of the head between 
the broad upper lip or labruni (Lm) and 
the thick under lip found by the united 
maxillae (3/jr) and labium {Lh). The 
last carries the spine-like spinneiet iSpn) 
through which the caterpillar spins its 
silk. On the sides of the head are the 
group of simple eyes or ocelli (O) and 
the short antennae (.tnf). 


of temperament. A spirit of in- 
dependence now asserts itself — 
the caterpillars will be bound no 
longer by the rules and regula- 
tions that have restricted their 
lives thus far. They will live 
for a while with the smaller 
members of the family who have 
lagged behind in Stages V and 
IV, but they will do no work 
about the house or out of it. and 
they will totally ignore that rule 
of wcbworm etiquette which for- 
bids the eating of the entire leaf. 
Instead of beginning at the 
center and stripping the surface 
outward, they now begin at the 
edge and devour the whole thick- 
ness, eating away all the tissue 
clear down to the larger veins 
and mid rib. Perhaps some did 
so in Stage V, but in general it 


bad form for any but sixth stage 
caterpillars to feed in this man- 
ner. Toward their smaller brothers and sisters, who are still laboring- 
with their spinning and weaving, the big indolent fellows comport 
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themselves as masters toward slaves. But they soon tire of ease and 
luxury, and a spirit of restlessness takes hold of them. The old home 
no longer has attractions; the unknown world beyond is calling. So, 
one by one, the furry giants wander off, each choosing a route to his 
own liking. From ardent communists they have changed to arrogant 
individualists. They run rapidly with a pronounced humping move- 
ment of the back, first noticed in Stage V, a trait characteristic of the 
woolly bear caterpillars, to which the webworms are closely related. 
But the full grown webworms are not gentle like those furry creatures ; 
they are proud and irritable and very much resent being disturbed or 
handled. T\Tien one of the travelers is stopped in his course by human 
fingers he whirls about, humps and kicks, spits out a drop of greenish- 
brown liquid from his mouth, and drops from the tree. During this 
wandering stage the webworms may be seen traveling all over trees 
and fences far from home, and most evidently enjoying their ne^v free- 
dom. They feed along the way on whatever tree or bush they hap- 
pen to be upon when hunger overtakes them. Yet they do not travel 
like one out purely for pleasure. They go about with a nervous 
hurry, and are ever stopping to examine chinks, corners, and crevices 
as if such places held a special interest for them. This curiosity 
grows upon them and develops into a desire for concealment, which 
at last becomes paramount. In fact, the real purpose of the final 
wandering period in the webworni's life is the finding of a suitable 
shelter for its next approaching stage, that of the chrysalis or pupa. 

The pupa is the stage in insects where the worm is made over into 
the final adult form. When the webworni caterpillar feels that its 
time of change is near, it selects some retreat beneath a piece of 
loose bark, in a corner or under any ledge of a fence, beneath rub- 
bish, leaves, or stones lying on the ground, or it even burrows below 
the surface of the earth. Wherever it decides to locate, it there pro- 
ceeds to spin and weave a loose cocoon of silk about itself. But, as 
it bends and twists at its wmrk, its long hairs become rubbed off 
against the enveloping network and are enmeshed in the threads, 
with the result that the fabric of the finished cocoon is half silk 
and half wool. If the cocoon is constructed on the ground or beneath 
the surface, particles of earth become woven into its texture and, in 
this case, the denuded webworm must wear a penitential vestment 
worse than the traditional one of sackcloth and ashes. Most any 
other caterpillar would evade this hardship by secretly lining the 
thing with a coating of soft silk; but the webworm must have had 
its fill of spinning earlier in its career, for it now endures anything 
rather than weave more than a mere covering for itself. Some indi- 
viduals avoid the spinning altogether by crawling into deserted 
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cocoons of other species. The cocoons of tussock moths are generally 
sticking about in handy places on the trees and fences, and in one 
of these still inhabited by the tussock pupa the writer once found 
a web worm stretched out beside the proper occupant, apparently 
waiting for its own change to take place. When the webworm’s 
cocoon is complete it is a grayish brown, fuzzy, flimsy, oval structure, 
about five-eighths of an inch in length (pi. 2, D), and is often cov- 
ered all over with grains of sand or bits of other surrounding mate- 
rial. Its walls are thin, but there is no opening left for the escape 
of the future moth, which must provide its own exit. 

The caterpillar within the cocoon is a homely object that may 
well be glad of its concealment from the public. Shorn of its long 
hairs and shrunken to three-fourths its earlier length it now looks 
like nothing but a wretched worm, and bears little resemblance to 
the proud creature so finely dressed that but lately scorned all 
restraint as it wandered at large in joyous freedom. When the cat- 
erpillar’s work is done it falls into a state of torpor, becoming slug- 
gish and inert, though it is still irritable and recoils from any touch, 
even from any tickling on the ends of what hairs it has left; but it 
exhibits nothing of that active resentment to disturbance so charac- 
teristic of its active life. The small size of the cocoon compels it 
to lie in what looks like a most uncomfortable position with the 
head and tail ends bent beneath the under surface of the body. 
When a caterpillar in this condition is liberated from the cocoon 
it continues in its stupor for a few minutes and then appears to 
awake and become conscious that it is free again. It now slowly 
unbends, stretches, squirms, rolls over and finally, extending itself 
to nearly its normal length, walks off, gaining agility with exer- 
cise. The instinct to weave even becomes active again and some 
individuals are able to make what might pass for a second cocoon, 
though many can spin only a few threads, the one cocoon appar- 
ently having exhausted their supply of silk. But a caterpillar that 
is too far gone in the prepupal sleep is capable of little action beyond 
an occasional squirm or a sidewise roll. Such as this will soon 
change to the pupa wherever it may be lying. 

The writer can not say just how long the webworm caterpillar 
remains in its dormant state, but most species spend about 24 hours 
in what is called the pre-pupal period. Then the skin splits over 
the back of the head and thorax and a hard-shelled object appears 
within. This is the pupa, which has already formed inside the 
larval skin. It has no free appendages, but by a wriggling and 
squirming of its flexible body it pushes its head and shoulders out 
of the rent, works the loosened skin down over its body, finally push- 
ing it off completely from its tapering terminal segments and crowds 
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it into the rear end of the cocoon, where henceforth this last evi- 
dence of its caterpillar origin remains as a shrunken, hairy wad. 
The pupa sheds the larval skin in one piece, but in all the molts of 
the caterpillar the hard shell of the head is detached at the neck 
and cast off separately. 

The pupa is a seedlike object about half an inch in length, having 
the form and structure shown in figure 10. The head end is rounded, 
the opposite end tapering: the partly developed legs, wings, and 
antennae are plainly visible but are stuck down close to the sides and 
umler surface of the body, and are covered all over by a thin coating 
t)f varnishlike glaze. At first the pupa is pale and soft and is capable 
of considerable wriggling movement. The head, thorax and wings 
are greenish, the abdomen dull yellowish. After about 12 hours, how- 
ever, the skin hardens to a brittle shell, the colors change to a uniform 
dark reddish brown (pi. 2, E). and the power of motion is almost 



Fig. 10. — A, Pupa of weOworm (nataial size i inch long) ; 
By spines at end of body (more enlarged). 


lost. A hard-shelled pupa like this is called a chrj/salis. The three 
intersegmental lines between the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh 
segments of the abdomen (fig. 9) form deep grooves around the body 
which retain a flexibility that allows the creature to twist the rear end 
of the body a little, the only form of exercise it can now take. The 
fore parts are sculptured all over with small irregular rugosities, but 
the metathorax and the abdomen are closely punctured with shallow 
pits, except the sides of the three intersegmental grooves which are 
smooth and polished. The last segment ends in a flat tongue which 
bears a fringe of slender spines, each ending in a flat, cupped disk. 

The cocoon-making period of the webworms extends from the 
middle of July to the second week of August, depending on how early 
the eggs were laid and hatched in the spring, on the latitude, and on 
the climate of any particular season. Exact dates for the events of 
an insect’s life are of interest or value only in connection with local 
conditions and must be determined separately for each locality where 
the species is studied. After a week or more of confinement in its 
cell, straight-] acketed in the pupal skin, the creature that was form- 
erly a web- worm is set free again by nature’s invisible warden. The 
shell-like skin of the pupa opens along two lines, one on the mid line 
of the back of the first two body segments, the other around the back 
of the head and down the rear edges of the antennae. The second 
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split cuts out a long shield-shaped piece in the lower side of the 
pupal shell, which drops down and allows the prisoner, already 
become a moth, to emerge as far as the narrow limits of the cocoon 
will permit. Some caterpillars have the foresight to leave a partly 
open door at the end of the cocoon for the convenience of the moth, 
but the webworm does not concern itself about any such provision for 
its future. Yet the moth escapes. Cocoons from which the moths 
have emerged have a round hole at one end with the edges flaring 
outward. It is presumed that the moth exudes a liquid from its 
mouth that softens the wall of the cocoon sufficiently for it to push 
through. The crumpled wings then expand, the feeble legs gain 
strength and, when night comes, the moth flies back to freedom in 
tlie trees. 

But what a transformation the creature has undergone since its 
larval days. The moth is the perfect insect and is like its parents, 
but the caterpillar has departed far from its ancestral line. By 
letting its appetite get away with it, it degenerated into a worm, and 
nature had to shut it up in the pupal shell to reform it and make 
it over again into a moth. The cocoons are often to be found 
amidst damp, dark, moldy surroundings under rubbish on the ground, 
and the gentle snow-white moths, with their large, soft black eyes, 
emerging from such incongruous environments seem to signify that 
the caterpillar’ sins have been fully expiated. The purified creature 
will henceforth eat no more. Perhaps a dewdrop will slake its 
thirst, but solid food will never pass its lips, nor will it be tempted, 
for it has no jaws (fig. 11) and probably no appetite. Its body 
contains a supply of predigested nourishment stored up by the 
caterpillar sufficient for the rest of its life. The business of the 
moth is to produce the eggs that will generate the succeeding brood of 
caterpillars. 

The moths from the spring generation of caterpillars lay their eggs 
during the latter part of July and the first half of August, placing 
them on the undersides of leaves as did their parents in the 
spring before them. A second brood of caterpillars issues in a 
shorter length of time than did those produced by the spring eggs, 
because the weather is now warmer and hastens the incubation, T 
to 10 days being usually sufficient at this season, whereas in the spring 
eggs remained unhatched for as long as 15 days. The young web- 
worms proceed at once with the construction of another set of tents 
which are finished by late summer or by early fall. Then the full- 
grown caterpillars are again to be seen wandering at large, till thev 
in turn spin their cocoons and change to pupae. The fall pupae, 
however, are destined to remain within the cocoons until the follow- 
ing spring, for the moths that emerge from them are those that will 
start the webworm life all over again next year. 
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The webs o( the two geiieraticRis of caterpillars become so nameroir^ 
and so conspicuous in tlie trees by fail that j^robably for this reason 



larged, with the fur removed and only the base of one antenna (Anf) sho\\n; O is a 
facial view sho^^ing the Urge compound eyes {E ) on the sides of the head and thi 
small eyes (O) above them. At the lower edge of tlie face, in Lout of the mouth, is 
the narrow upper lip or labrum {Lm). Behind the mouth is a weak lower Bp, not 
shown, which suppoits a pair of jointed appendages, the labial palpi {LbPlp). At the 
sides of the mouth are two long strap-like appendages (Mx) which, in life, are 
along their inner hollowed surfaces and form a tube, the pioboscis, through which the 
moth sucks up wmter or nectar. When not in use the pioboscis is coiled beneath the 
head as in figures A and B. The parts of the proboscis represent a pair of jaws in 
other insects, and are united w'ith the lower lip in the caterpillar rfig. 9, Mx and Lb). 
Each carries a small palpus at its base in the moth (MxPli)). The biting jaws of 
the caterpillar (fig. 9, Md) are reduced to small knobs {Md) in the moth, which can not 
eat solid food. A small point, called the epipharynx {Ephy), projects beneath the 
upper lip (Lm). 

Ihe species has been named the fall webworm {II y plxantna cunea of 
entomologists), which name distinguishes it from several other kinds 
of webworms. The webs somewhat resemble the homes of the tent 
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outerpiliurs ; but tiie tents of tliis species do not inclose leaves and 
are used only lor shelter, the occupants going out in bands to forage 
on the leaves of the trees, returning hoHiC to rest after each meal. 
In some parts of the country, particularly in Xew England, the fail 
web worm is commonly known as the " bag worm/’ but it is im properly 
ijo called because this name belongs to another caterpillar, one more 
abundant farllier south and moio properly deserving of the name 
>ince it em-ases its body in a close'iitting bag. 

The fall ^^eb^vurm belongs to the family Arctiidae. whii'h inclucles 
aho sui h ^^ell known (‘aterplilars as the brown ainl yellow woolly 
bearb ajid the hedgehog caterpillar. The last is tliat popular \Aeatl.er 
prophet who is su[)j)osed to have his brown and black co’nn'S pro- 
[>orti(UKvl cr.cli f:dl according tr) the weather }):o>p>ris of the com- 
ing winter. Most of the Arctiid ( MterpiH no are liaiiy {»r woolly 
and have the hairs grouped on tubercles of the skin. They run with 
that cliaracteristi ■ humping moti- ti noted especially in the later 
stages of tlia welo\(}rni-, 4 he in^ulis are of medium size but most 
of them lune strilcingly beautiful c(vlors, tha icings being white, 
yelho^ , brown or red. ami S[a)tled or Innde-l in n great variety of 
patterns. For this reason they have been given tie* general name 
of tiger moth-. Some of tlniii, ]i()we\er, are of plain colors. The 
moths of the fall we])W(»nnb are m-iialiy pure white, though Sv)me 
liave th(‘ front winn^s cuvtoed with filial 1 brown or blac'kish s|>ot- 
ami tlu‘ ahdomt n hrowni-li above (fig. 11), while an occasional in- 
dividual Inib a few spoN on the bin 1 lugs. 4 he >[) 'tted on-'S are 
usuallv males, tlnciigli ome feioales ah-o ai'e spotted. 4 ho iaick ot 
tite thorax and the head are clothed in l<>ng .-oft fur. th * l.irge black 
eye- stand (»ut prominently on iho si<les (jf the face, while below 
eiieh eye are t\\ > '-mall tufts of blackish liairs. 44ie antennae are 
usually white above, dark hia^wn beneath, with the broun encroach- 
ing on the sales of the si'irnu nts and producimr a s[)oited clTect, but 
often the u]^j)er surface is brown al-o though the fringe may lie 
whitic Tile lame> of tin* front ]i‘gs and part> of the middle leirs arc 
pale sulphur veliow. The tii)iae ami feet n-ually are 1)1 o-kish on 
their front etlgi^s ex<c pt at the ends of the joints, wih'h irives tiicm 
the appearance of beinjj: ringed with \^hiti‘. 4 h ’ winirs expand 
from \ \ to il inelu‘< and wlaui eht-(^<l body and wing< are live to 
seven eighths of an inch long. 

4 he fall wehwoTun ranges all ovei* the ea-tern pait (»f the Fnited 
States from the Atlantic (‘oast to the Rocky Mountain-, and al- • 
lives in parts of ( ’alif)>rnia, Tt feed- on a irreat variety of de<'idh » - 
tree>, 12'^ species being listed in its kn^wn diet as irivtUi in rulleiin 
10 of the V. S. Bureau of Kntoniology. It is particularly . pc^t in 
ort'hard- and on eit} shade tiee-. 4'rees kept -j»ra\c ! u.f’ n-cni- 
culs are of «ou!Sr fieed fuan v^bunrins alon^^ witli lal m ! if-f*'t‘d 
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mg bi>ecies. Ordinarily ran 1 >l‘ eiu-ily ivinuvc^d ii<mi hinali ticcb 
by cutting oil tlic :iUj)poitiug twigs or by burning itu a keroseia^ 
torch. 

The webworms that live in Canada, in New York State, and iii 
New England nortli of the middle of Connecticut are buid by some 
entomologists to be dilferent from the common llyphantria cutiea^ 
being darker in color and having rcddic>h~brown instea«l of grayish 
hairs in the la-t stage. These have but one generation in a year and 
the caterpillars s[>in larger wei^s. The moths can not be distinguislied 
from the pure white f<n'nis of cii/ieu, but none of them e\er have any 
spots on the wings, d his noithern form is distinguished in name 
as ll [jpJmnf rta ti.rtor. hen the moths of the two specie^ are caged 
(ogvtiier the luaks and females of eiich mate freely aiuongbt tlunr 
own kind, but they will not intermarry. These points lia\e all been 
describe! i by H. H. Lyman in the tliirty-setajnd report of the Ento- 
mological bo(uety of Ontario for ItlOl. 

It is too bad that we ourselves have reached a mental state so far 
abo\e the other ereatuies, because it cuts (nf fr<jm all <’ommunica- 
tion with them. \\ e are hopelessly above any intimate understanding 
of the miriil oi a caterpillar, and as a c()nse(pience we arc loath to 
credit it with having any mind at all. Mn-t ]> ople du not even know 
that a caterpillar ha- a nervoub system. Vet it has a brain, a long 
nerve corsl, aiitl lu^rves that branch to all its parts ami regulate its 
actions the same as ours are go\vrne<l. Ihit the acts of the caterpillar 
are attributed by us to what we call instiri<‘t. a won I that we can 
pronounce better than we can dehiie. 

Vet, e\en if we mint regard in,-M*t- as mere automata, unuiltiiiirlv 
acting in resp.onse to internal stimuli of some ^ort, the sm-cessive 
adjustment of these impulses to tlie creature's varying needs is some- 
thing still b>cyond onr p<ovt*rs of rfuiiprchension. A brief outline of 
the ^\ehw(U'mV life will illustrate liow all its acts arc primed to 
follow one another in unvarying o (|iu‘ni‘e aiel to be always operative 
at the ]>roper time and place. 1 lu' ru‘i*v()us me('hanism may be. 
likene<! to those ianubs of modem warfare which are timed to go ^)i^ 
precibclv when tliev reach the mark at which the gunner aims them 
With (utmpill ar overy irnpui-e is prearranged, pi e'](*,-tnh'd in 

the egg, for em !i indi\idual goes thnnigli all tlie acts rV its life in 
(he same rotation. Nature liab laid <lo\\n a ciUTculum whieh all 
that h\e mint follow. In our jmeseju st tt(‘ of kiiow b><igt‘ v>e do m»t 
l.now what nuiy be the natiiie of tb* eon!man<l- that dri\e the 
eM-aturcs on. n>u’ h<»w the; aie iait an analv-is of 

vvbat i- involvt'd wouM be ^omctbing like this: The controlling force* 
is ]o4*ated in the* oniral muAoUb v-\stem and is imjdanied there bv 
heredity. f(»r insects b arn nothing by c(lueati<»n and -erse no appren- 
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ticeship in their trades. Therefore, in the egg something is registered 
on the substance of the future nervous tissue that, at a certain period 
in the future caterpillar’s life, gives the command to work, to spin 
and weave a house of silk. Then, on this same or other nerve tissue, 
another command is registered, to be effective only after the other 
has been executed, which says, cease work and take life easy,” A 
third says, travel.” A fourth in turn says, find some secluded 
place, regardless of the nature of the surroundings, and there sur- 
round yourself completely with a case of silk.” After this the purely 
vegetative forces become predominant and changes follow in which 
regulated movements have no part. The change to the pupal stage 
and the final transformation to the moth are all physiological proc- 
esses of growth ; but even here the shedding by the pupa of the larval 
skin and the escape from the cocoon by the moth are acts of coordi- 
nated instinct. The moths themselves are bound by few rules of 
conduct. When the instincts to mate and to lay eggs on the leaves of 
trees have been fulfilled, their duties and their lives are ended. 

Though we may have no unquestioned evidence that the power of 
reason is possessed by any insect, still, can we conceive that a mere 
mass of organized matter can do all the things that a web worm does, 
and yet haA^e nothing in common with ourselves? Can the cater- 
pillars have appetites, a sense of touch, fear of danger, and show 
resentment at an interference with their natural rights without some 
consciousness at least of their own existence? Does the worm turn 
with no more emotion than a piece of rubber? And, can we really 
belicA'e it even if we think so? 



I'lG. 12. — Motlis of the fall webworni, a pure white and a spotted individual (a little 

larger than natural size). 




COLLECTING INSECTS ON MOUNT EAINIEE. 


By A. L. IVlELANDEK, 

Professor of lUitornology, the State College of Washington. 


[With 9 plates.] 

Monarch of mountains is Eainier. But a few hours ride bj train 
or auto southeastward from Tacoma, this massive peak rises to a 
height of 14,400 feet. Other mountains may be higher but none is 
as stupendous as the ice-covered dome of Rainier, pushing heaven- 
ward almost from sea level. The Indians revered the mountain 
as their god. Their white successors have created a national park 
about it, and modern roads and ways of conveyance now place the 
gardens of Paradise within easy access of all. 

To the naturalist the broad slopes of the moinitain are replete 
with more than ordinary interest. In a couple of hours it is possible 
to ascend through life zones almost duplicating those requiring a 
journey of thousands of miles to the north to explore. The dense 
tali forests at the foot of the mountain give way to open woods of 
stunted trees as the higher altitudes are reached, and these in turn 
to alpine grassy meadows, to gorgeous flower gardens, then to barren 
stone fields and to perpetual snow and ice. 

As the vegetation changes at successive elevations, so different in- 
sect forms are encountered. The wealth of unusual species and often 
the abundance of individuals of bizarre forms make insect collectin<»- 
on the slopes of Kainier a most exciting experience for the ento- 
mologist. The vastness of the mountain, bespeaking a great circum- 
ference to the various encircling life zones, has permitted extensive 
breeding grounds and lessened the chance of extinction of stranded 
forms left on its slopes at the conclusion of the great ice age. Thus it 
is that Eainier, more than any other mountain in the United States, 
shows an unusual number of species the counterparts (-)f which live 
far to the north. 

One of the main advantages of Eainier is its accessibility to the 
tourist. Most visitors enter the national park at the southwest or 
Nisqually entrance, coming over the roads from Tacoma. Those 
bringing camp outfits are permitted to tent at certain designated sta- 

415 
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tions, the most important of which are Longinire's Springs and 
Paradise Park, at both of which food supplies can be purchased 
from the stores. Elaborate hotels and less pretentious tent houses 
are also maintained at these two stations for the convenience of 
the unencumbered traveler. 

Between the park entrance and Longmire the road winds through 
a dense forest of huge evergreen trees, the Douglas tirs rivaling the 
giant trees of California in height. This forest is luxuriantly 
carpeted with shrubbery so as to be almost impenetrable at times. 
Large-leaved spiny devil’s clubs, vine maples, alders, salmon berries, 
and spiraeas help fill in the underbrusli. Insect collecting in this 
darkened zone of from 2,000 to 3,000 feet elevation is mainly char- 
acterized, as elsewhere in the foi'ests flanking the Cascade ^Mountains, 
by the abundance of small flying forms in early summer and the 
paucity of specimens after midsummer. 

Above Longmire in general the forest opens, the trees are smaller, 
and different species enter to take the place of the larger trees found 
mainly below. The underbrush is less dense, mainly ericaceous, and 
in the burns along the ridges consists largely of ti reweed and huckle- 
berry. In the damper stretches microdiptera abound as in the lower 
woods. A chance dropping of bear dung entices swarms of co- 
prophilous borborids. Tiny Ehamphomyias vreave their intermin- 
able dance over the pools and rills, the silvery females hovering 
close to the surface of the water, the more venturesome black males 
going forth to capture the midges used as a mating offering. Over 
the purple flowers of the pentstemons a cloud of midget Anthalias 
zigzag up and down. Mosquitoes are a plague in the early summer. 
Bloodsucking Symphoromyias, called “ the bad biter,” follow the 
traveler and vie with the smaller buffalo-gnats, which have emerged 
from the mountain streams, in being a torment. 

In the open there is less dearth of flowers and the insect fauna 
correspondingly changes. Syrphus flies, bumblebees, wasps, butter- 
flies, and longhorn beetles are more abundant, but to the collec tor 
who is familiar with forest insects, so far there is nothing 
distinctive of the greatest mountain. At an elevation of about 5,000 
feet, reached all the way by a road so evenly graded that auto- 
mobiles ascend on high gear, suddenly a vista of an alpine flower 
park opens beyond a clump of scrubby trees. The effect of the 
first view is startling. In profusion of species, in infinite beauty of 
color, in the expanse of natural beds of flowers, the gardens of 
Eaiirer are wonderful beyond description. The verdict of moun- 
taineers is that they surpass those of any other alpine reg'on of the 
world. Eeds, blues, yellows, purples, and white are commingled 
in luxuriant growth. It seems a sacrilege to wade knee-deep through 
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the flowers, but tlie swarms of mountain insects are too great a 
provocation for an entomologist to resist. 

In alpine regions the growing season is short. The gardens of 
Paradise Park are covered by many, many feet of winter snow which 
does not melt completely away until late in August. Beds of 
avalanche lily and of the large western anemone follow the retreat- 
ing snowline, even pushing out their flowers through the disappear- 
ing crust. In a few weelvs, or a few days even, the flowers must 
make their appeal for insect pollinators in order to mature seeds by 
the time of autumn snowfall. The struggle for existence is thus 
especially keen and the competing plants develop color, perfume, 
and nectar to the utmost. There are also physiological reasons why 
mountain gardens are so marvellously attractive to insects. The 
intensely sunny days alternating with the cold nights increase the 
production and condition the storage of sugars, and also influence 
the development of color. 

Flowers in their phyletic making are illustrated by the castillejas. 
or Indian paintbrush. The floral parts of these plants are incon- 
spicuous at the top of an erect stalk, but are advertised by whorls 
of compacted red leaves, that function like specialized corollas. 
Castillejas elsewhere are usually a salmon yellow, but on Mount 
Rainer several species approach a true scarlet. 

Strangely enough, it is not the brightest-hued flowers that are 
visited by the most insects. Perhaps their colors are to compensate 
for other lack of appeal. The brilliant outstanding red paint- 
brushes, the beds of solid blue lupines, or the mats of pink heather 
are not the best places for the entomologist interested in general 
collecting to seek. Instead, it is the white heads of the ill-smelling 
valerian over which insects swarm. Bumblebees of many coat pat- 
terns, the large syrphus fly, Seiicomyia chalco'pyga (pi. 9, fig. 1). 
first described from Alaska, ichneumons, sawflies, butterflies, tachi- 
nids, the broad-shouldered beetle, Pachyta (pi. 8, fig. 12) , and many 
species of syrphus flies attend these flowers in unbelievable num- 
bers. Other floAvers characteristic of the alpine gardens Avhich are 
frequented by flying insects are the broad-leaved hellebore or A^era- 
trum, the nodding heads of mountain dock, the white avalanche lily 
or deerstongue, and the large western anemone. 

The ridges aboA^e the alpine gardens teem with insects whenever 
the sun shines. A faA^orite promenade of a half-mile to the north 
of Paradise Inn is the climb to Alta Vista. This ridge has proved 
to be one of the best of collecting fields for insects. The copses of 
stunted alpine hemlock and subalpine fir on its slopes haA^e pro- 
duced several undescribed species of dance-flies. Now and then 
among the shadowy trees can be seen a conspicuous steel-blue horn- 
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tail wasp (pi. 8, fig. 9), seeking to deposit its eggs beneath the bark 
of one of the firs. Here, also, the prize of the mountain, Pocofa 
grancUs. a large bumblebeelike syrphid (pi. 9, fig. 3), may alight on 
the panicles of mountain ash or rosy spirsea. 

In the open spaces at the crest of the ridge a group of insects dis- 
port themselves in the sun. A bee fly of the genus Avthrax (pi. 8, 
fig. 3) flattens itself against the rocks to absorb to itself whatever 
heat may radiate, the silver base of its wings reflecting the sun like 
a mirror. Another bee fly lacks the epaulets, but is equally con- 
spicuous by its dense coat of crimson hairs. A beautiful but rather 
rare western fly, Arcfophila fagrans (pi. 8, fig. 1), which ranges from 
Alaska to New Mexico, also frequents this ridge. Here in a few 
minutes we have seen more specimens than in years of summer moun- 
tain collecting elsewhere. Two variations of this species occur, one 
covered with uniformly golden silky hairs, the other with bright red 
hairs over the abdomen. It is interesting to notice how many of the 
western flies that mimic bumblebees have a red abdomen, like the 
common western species of these bees. As would be expected from 
the presence of the red-tailed mimics, the red-bellied bumblebees also 
occur on Mount Rainier in abundance. A sister species to ArctopJdla 
fiag'rans was described in 1908 from British Columbia under the 
name of Arctophila Hav'^eyi (pi. 8, fig. 2). This species is regarded 
by collectors as one of the most desirable of the popular family 
Syrphidse. It resembles the white-tailed western bumblebee, Bornbus 
occidentalism in coloration, and is closely akin to the European type 
of this northern genus, A, homhiformis. Needless to say the dis- 
covery of this species on Alta Vista was a cause for rejoicing. This 
fly was not so fond of basking as A, flagrans^ but hovered shyly at the 
edge of a copse and seemed to show a predilection to settle among 
the twisted flowers of the curious lousewort, Pedicularis racemosa. 

It is characteristic of mountain diptera that many species are 
mimics, closely resembling wasps, yellow jackets, and bumblebees. 
This impression may be due to the predominance of the family 
SyrphidsB which contains many mimetic forms. On Rainier a dearth 
of yellow jackets is accompanied by a corresponding decrease in 
hometlike forms, while the unusual abundance of bumblebees is re- 
flected in the prevalence of fuzzy-hairy flies. Nowhere in our expe- 
rience have we encountered more bumblebees than in these flower 
gardens. 

Even the dead and bared tree trunks produced their quota of 
interesting species. On Alta Vista a beautiful species of the slender 
black bee fly, Eclimus (pi. 8, fig. 6) was encountered day after day on 
the weathered “ ghost trees.” A tiny fly which proves to be an un- 
described genus of the Milichiinae was also discovered peering and 
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probing into cracks and seams in these trees. Shining black car- 
penter ants likeTrise appropriate the dead trees for their nidifications. 
Several species of robber flies, one with beautifully pictured wings 
and yellow-plumed abdomen (pL 8, fig, 8), use the tree trunks as a 
vantage post from which to pounce down on an abundant but luck- 
less prey. 

One of the big buzzing flies, a cutworm parasite generally knowui 
as Echinomyia algens (pi. 8, fig. 4), is a regular visitor to Alta Vista, 
coming up in numbers to disport itself in tlie warm sunshine after 
its tour among the flowers below. This is a shining black bristly 
species, one of the most active of all, but since its wings are small 
as compared with its bullcy body, it must vibrate them the harder 
to get into flight. Hence it is rare to find a specimen on the ridge 
not having its wings frayed and torn. Like the flowurs that hurry 
through their short season, the flies are energized by the actinic sun 
rays, and thus they are capable of more rapid movements than are 
the insects at tidewater level or those of the somber cool forests. It 
is the pursuit of elusive insects like these that gives to mountain 
collecting the exercise of a tennis game coupled with the zest of cap- 
ture that comes with angling and hunting. It is fortunate for the 
entomologist that national park regulations are not construed to 
forbid insect collecting, since they do prohibit the general public 
from picking flowers and killing game. 

When the sun shines on the alpine parks it is hot. Even on the 
snow fields, where it is freezing under foot, mountain sunburn is a 
serious and not to be belittled affliction. The absence of the bottom 
mile of air removes a potent filter of light and heat and the sun- 
shine is correspondingly intensified. The photographer must make 
allowance for the greater chemical energy of the sunshine, just as 
the flowers and insects have adjusted themselves to their alpine sur- 
roundings. But the sun may not shine every day. The mountain 
visitor must not come with the expectation that every summer day 
will be filled with the glory of sight-seeing, for sometimes the parks 
are enveloped in clouds and sometimes it rains. The vastness of the 
icy dome, said to be more extensive than the whole glacier system 
of the Alps, coupled with the rarified atmosphere, causes cloud 
formation and on the slightest provocation the precipitation of rain. 
In its way it is interesting to sojourn among the clouds, thus to learn 
that they are not fleecy, but depressingly damp and cold. It is start- 
ling to watch the fantastic shapes of mist arise from the clear air, that 
in a few moments may obliterate all view of the mountain and drive 
into hiding every form of insect life. But when day follows day 
of rainy weather the entomologist is not so keen for the ‘‘ Camp of 
the Clouds,” Fortunately he is at liberty to move to one of the 
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lower stations where clouds and rain are not excessive. The guides 
inform visitors that Eainier is accented on the first sjdlable, and 
sometimes the visitor is inclined to reply that the mountain is rainier 
than other places. 

Jn the course of his rambles the entomologist will take one of the 
trails to the east leading up the valley of the Paradise River, past 
the marvelous Sluiskin Falls, to Mazaraa Ridge. Sluiskin Falls is 
named after the Indian guide who, in 1870, conducted the first white 
explorers as far as this point and refused to desecrate the mountain 
by advancing beyond the timberline on Mazama Ridge. The lower 
part of this trip leads through grassy meadows furrowed by rills of 
ice-cold water which course from the snoAv fields above. These rills 
are the haunts of various cascade-loving insects. Several species of 
rare craneflies and clinocerans and three undescribed genera of 
empidine flies have been taken along the banks of these rivulets. 
Two of the new genera were found in abundance during the middle 
of August in 1917. At that time the writer was called array to an- 
other part of the State and on returning a week later found the rills 
dry and the flies gone. A visit to the same fields the past summer 
failed to disclose a single specimen of the sought-for insects. In 
common with the majority of mountain insects, the appearance of 
these empids is ephemeral. One can not leisurely select his con- 
venience to make their acquaintance, but must be guided by their 
time for emergence. The soil on the mountain sides is shallow and 
incapable of storing moisture. While the snow is going off the sod 
is boggy and marsh-inhabiting insects abound. A week later might 
witness a complete transformation. The ground has become parched, 
lilies have progressed from flower to seed, and the former insects 
have disappeared, their places being taken by a new set of autumnal 
species, the tiger beetles (pi. 8, fig. 5) being among the few to remain 
over. 

The slopes near Sluisldn are steep in the extreme, but are luxuriantly 
overgrown with hellebore and other more brilliant flowers, and 
crowned bv a fringe of mountain ash trees. The crest is Mazama 
Ridge and marks the highest extension of the forest trees. Here at 
an elevation of about 6,300 feet are to be found distorted, prostrate 
dwarfs of the trees that grow so nobly below, now but a few feet 
in height, yet possibly centuries old. Submerged under snow all but 
a few weeks of the year and growing out of the soil-bare rocks, it is 
an inhospitable enrironment they find. No wonder that they are 
stunted. S^harply marked are the last groups of trees, that have 
encroached on the glaciers to the limits of possible endurance, and 
beyond them stretnh miles of ice, broken only where ridges or jum- 
bles of volcanic rock jut through. 
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Mazama Rid^e, like the lower ridge at Alta Vista, halts many 
insects in their upward flight. At the very edge of the snow field, 
the patches of bare volcanic sand are sufficiently warmed by the sun 
to hold a little gathering of passers-by. Bee flies, fleshflies,” tiger 
beetles, several species of large horseflies, and dainty little butter- 
flies appropriate the sands as basking ground or dart back and forth 
in the vicinity. One of the most beautiful of syrphus flies, Gali- 
probola fulcher by name (pi. 8, fig. 7), is at home here, its metallic 
bronze-green body reflecting the sunshine thus to catch the collector’s 
eye and to arouse his cupidit3^ It is interesting to note the proxim- 
ity of strictly vernal forms and those of high summer at the edge 
of the snow field. Nowhere at low elevations would it be possible to 
find sawflies, mosquitoes, craneflies, and springtime empids cohabit- 
ing with summer forms like robberflies. tachinids, bee flies, and long- 
horn beetles. 

A short walk beyond the ridge, over the Paradise Glacier, brings 
one to the edge overlooking the deep valley of the Cowlitz. Here 
the slope is overgrown by the Indian basket grass which is the most 
conspicuous of the alpine flowers. This plant is a species of lily, 
with a hundred or so small creamy flowers crowning a tall, erect 
stalk set in a dense mat of radiating narrow leaves. The flowers of 
the basket grass are attractive to many insects but particularly to 
the huge syrphid fly, Pocota grandh (pi. 9, fig. 3). It has been our 
good fortune to see hundreds of these remarkable insects darting 
from flower cluster to flower cluster, and even to catch them by the 
camera as well as by the net. 

All of the insects that congregate on the ridges are not admired 
by tourists, however, for mosquitoes likewise gather in disconcerting 
numbers whenever the wind is not stirring. Naturally the marshy 
flanks of the mountain afford excellent breeding places for mosqui- 
toes, and at times these insects are decidedly in evidence, necessitat- 
ing the wearing of a veil or the application of a perfumed oily 
repellent for comfort. Fortunately, from our experience, the species 
are strictly diurnal, so that when the cold air currents descend from 
the ice dome at night mosquitoes do not trouble the camper’s sleep. 
Whenever one of the periodical storms sweeps over the mountain, 
the frail mosquitoes are blown away, where we do not know or care, 
but for days afterward there is a respite from their attacks, until a 
new invasion emerges from the pools or comes up from below. 

Although conspicuous plant life ceases at the timber line, insects 
occur still higher. Some of the species are indigenous, like the 
wingless grasshoppers (pi. 9, fig 2) and lubber crickets (pi. 9, fig. 6) 
of the pumice fields. It seems remarkable that a plant-eating insect 
like the dectiine cricket could occur so abundantly in a spot so bar- 
101257—23 28 
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ren. What they can find for subsistence is probably a greater prob- 
lem for them than for us. Most of the species of insects of the 
higher altitudes, however, are ascending migrants that have lost their 
way. Ichneumon flies, flying ants, syrphids, and butterflies, impelled 
by the remarkable instinct to fly upwards, are overcome by the cold 
and drop to perish on the ice. It is no trick to do a good day’s col- 
lecting by picking up these wayfarers when one is trudging over the 
icy wastes. Even at the very summit 2^ miles above the base of the 
mountain, the mountaineer guides report the usual occurrence of but- 
terflies and syrphids. 

The plants of Mount Eainier are known comparatively well, for 
many botanists have explored its slopes. Piper enumerates over 300 
species of flowers. The birds and mammals are being studied by the 
United States Biological SurA^ey, but the species of higher mammals 
are decidedly limited in number, so there is a prospect of this task 
being completed Avithin a reasonable time. As far as we know no 
one has undertaken a methodical study of the many sjiecies of in- 
sects found on Eainier’s slopes. Desultory collecting of insects has 
been done from time to time by Aldrich, Dyar, Kincaid, Piper, and 
undoubtedly others, but the rich insect fauna of Eainier still remains 
practically untouched and unknown, even though the alpine fauna 
of no other mountain is so inviting and so accessible. The relation- 
ship of the insect fauna of Rainier to that of the neighboring ice- 
mantled peaks. Baker to the north, and Adams, Hood, and St. 
Helens to the south, the extent of arctic components of its fauna, 
the zonal distribution of its insects, and the correlation between the 
insects and the distinctiA’e flora are problems for the future. 

Much has been said and much has been written about the majesty 
of this king of mountains and the wonder of its crown of alpine 
flowers. Of these accounts the most expressive is the following brief 
summaiw of John Muir’s visit. 

Of all the fire-mouutains, which, like beacons, once blazed along the Pacific 
coast, Mount Rainier is the noblest in form, has the most interesting forest 
cover, and, with perhaps the exception of Shasta, is the highest and most 
flowery. Its massive white dome rises out of the forests, like a world by 
itself, to a height of 14,000 to 15,000 feet. The forests reach to a height 
of a little over C,000 feet, and above the forests there is a zone of the 
loveliev^t ilowers. 50 miles in circuit and nearly 2 miles wide, so closely planted 
and luxuriant that it seems as if nature, glad to make an open space between 
woods so dense and ice so deep, were economizing the precious ground, and 
trying to see how many of her darlings she can get together in one mountain 
wreath — daisies, anemones, columbines, erythroniums, larkspurs, etc., among 
which we wade knee-deep and waist-deep, the bright corollas in myriads touch- 
ing petal to petal. Altogether this is the richest subalpine garden I haA^e eA'er 
found, a perfect flower elysium. 

The purpose of this paper is to urge others to share the joys of a 
visit to this grandest of our national playgrounds. 
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View of Mountain Dome from Paradise Valley. 
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Mount Rainier as Seen from the West Slope of Alta Vista. 

Ftro-killod j'hosi trees, silvered by exposure, remind ns how qiiiekly Ihc ^^rowth of centiine'. can he de^troyed 


Smithsonian Report, 1921. — Melander. 


Plate 3. 



A. View of Tatoosh Range, Which Hems in Paradise Park to the South. 

Rod, white, and bine aro th^ principal floral colors m the National Park. 



B. PARADISE Valley Just Below the Public Camp. 

Vo'Miii;.' htud-' of iu<»uniai!i d'x.k beat time to t he ohansitic 7t‘phvr'> 
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Plate 4. 



C. A Close-up View of Avalanche Lily and Paint Brush. Notice the 
Sericomyia Visiting the Lily. 





' 



A. A Bit of Mountain Garden in Paradise Park Showing Mountain Dock 
(Polygonum bistortoidesi, Lupine iLupinus subalpinusi, Wild Parsnip 
(Ligusticum purpureum , Valerian 'Valeriana sitchensis), and Seed 
Pods of Western Anemone iPulsatilla occidentalism 
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Plate 6. 
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Plate 7. 



A. Looking North from 9,000 Feet Elevation. The Summit Is 5 Miles 
Distant. Desolate, Inhospitable in the Extreme, Are the Pumice Fields 
Above Timber Line, 



B. Mazama Ridge at the Timber Line. Buried in Snow Nine Months 
Trees at the Timber line Have a Hard, Slow Struggle 
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Plate 8. 
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Mount Rainier Insects. (All Figures of Plate 8 Magnified Approximately 
T wo Diameters, Except Figure 9, Which Is Almost Natural Size.j 
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THE SCIENCE OF MAN: ITS NEEDS AND ITS 
PROSPECTS.^ 


By Kael Peakson, F. R. S. 


Anthropology — the understanding of man — should be, if Pierre 
Charron were correct, the true science and the true study of mankind.^ 
We might anticipate that in our days — in this era of science — anthro- 
pology in its broadest sense would occupy the same exalted position 
that theology occupied in the Middle Ages. We should hail it “Queen 
of the sciences,” the crowning study of the academic curriculum. 
Why is it that we are section H and not section A? If the answer 
be given that such is the result of historic evolution, can we still be 
satisfied with the position that anthropology at present takes up in 
our British universities and in our learned societies? Have our uni- 
versities, one and all, anthropological institutes well filled with en- 
thusiastic students, and are there brilliant professors and lecturers 
teaching them not only to understand man’s past, but to use that 
knowledge to forward his future? Have we men trained during a 
long life of study and research to represent our science in the arena, 
or do we largely trust to dilettanti — to retired civil servants, to un- 
trained travelers or colonial medical men for our knowledge, and to 
the anatomist, the surgeon, or the archeologist for our teaching? 
Needless to say, that for the study of man we require the better part 
of many sciences; we must draw for contributions on medicine, on 
zoology, on anatomy, or archeology, on folk-lore and travel-lore, nay, 
on history, psycholog}^, geology-, and many other branches of knowl- 
edge. But a hotchpotch of the facts of these sciences does not create 
anthropology. The true anthropologist is not the man who has 
merely a wide knowledge of the conclusions of other sciences, he is 
the man who grasps their bearing on mankind and throws light on 
the past and present factors of human evolution from that knowledge. 

‘ Presidential address to Section H of the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science, Cardiff, 1920. Reprinted by permission of the British Association. 

* “ La vraye science et le vray estude de Chomme c’est THomme.” Pierre Charron, 
De la Sagesse, Preface du Premier Livre, 1601, Pope, with his “ The proper study of 
mankind is Man,” 1733, was, as we might anticipate, only a plagiarist. 
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I am afraid I am a scientific heretic — an outcast from the true or- 
thodox faith — I do not believe in science for its own sake. I believe 
only in science for man’s sake. You will hear on every side the ar- 
gument that it is not the aim of science to be utile, that you must pur- 
sue scientific studies for their own sake and not for the utility of the 
resulting discoveries. I think that there is a great deal of obscurity 
about this attitude, I will not say nonsense. I find the strongest sup- 
porters of ‘‘ science for its own sake ” use as the main argument for 
the pursuit of not immediately utile researches that these researches 
will be useful some day, that we can never be certain when they will 
turn out to be of advantage to mankind. Or, again, they will appeal 
to non-utile branches of science as providing a splendid intellectual 
training — as if the provision of highly trained minds was not itself a 
social function of the greatest utility ! In other words, the argument 
from utility is in both cases indirectly applied to justify the study 
of science for its own sake. In the old days the study of hyper- 
space — space of higher dimensions than that of which we have physi- 
cal cognizance — used to be cited as an example of a non-utile scientific 
research. In view of the facts: (i) that our whole physical outlook 
on the universe — and with it I will add our whole philosophical and 
theological outlooks — are taking new aspects under the theory of 
Einstein: and (ii) that study of the relative influences of nature and 
nurture in man can be reduced to the trigonometry of polyhedra in 
h^^perspace — we see how idle it is to fence off any field of scientific 
investigation as nonutile. 

Yet arc we to defend the past of anthropology— and, in particular, 
of anthropometry — as the devotion of our science to an immediate 
nonutile which one day is going to be utile in a glorious and epoch- 
making manner, like the Clifford-Einstein suggestion of the curva- 
ture of our space? I fear we can take no such flattering unction to 
our souls. I fear that “ the best is yet to be can not be said of 
our multitudinous observations on height-sitting ” or on the cen- 
suses of eye- or hair-colors of our population. These things are dead 
almost from the day of their record. It is not only because the bulk of 
their recorders were untrained to ol}serve and measure with scientific 
accuracy, it is not only ])ecause the records in 9 out of 10 cases omit 
the associated factors, without which the record is valueless. It is be- 
cause the progress of mankind in its present stage depends on char- 
acters wholly different from those which have so largely occupied 
the anthropologist's attention. Seizing the superficial and easy to 
observe, he has let sli]) the more subtle and elusive qualities on which 
progress, on which national fitness for this or that task, essentially 
depends. The pulse-tracing, the reaction-time, the mental age of the 
men under his control, are far more important to the commanding 
officer — nay, I will add, to the employer of labor — than any record 
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of span, of head measurement, or of pigmentation categories. The 
psychophysical and psychophysiological characters are of far greater 
weight in the struggle of nations to-day than the superficial measure- 
ments of man’s body. Physique, in the fullest sense, counts some- 
thing still, but it is physique as measured by health, not by stature 
or eye-color. But character, strength of will, mental quickness 
count more, and if anthropometry is to be useful to the State it must 
turn from these rusty old weapons, these measurements of stature 
and records of eye-color to more certain appreciations of bodil}’ 
health and mental aptitude — to what we may term “ vigorimetry ” 
and to psychometr3\ 

Some of you may be inclined to ask: And how do you Know that 
these superficial size-, shape-, and j^igment-characters are not closely 
associated with measurements of soundness of body and soundness of 
mind? The answer to this question is twofold, and I must ask you 
to follow me for a moment into what appears a totally different sub- 
ject. I refer to a “ pure race.” Some biologists apparently believe 
they can isolate a pure race, but in the case of man, I feel sure that 
purity of race is a merely relative term. For a given character one 
race is purer than a second, if the scientific measure of variation of 
that character is less than it is in the second. In loose wording, for 
we can not express ourselv^es accurately without mathematical sym- 
bols, that race is purer for which on the average the individuals are 
closer to type for the bulk of ascertainable characters than are the 
characters in a second race. But an absolutely pure race in man defies 
definition. The more isolated a group of men has remained, the 
longer it has lived under the same environment, and the more limited 
its habitat, the less variation from type it will exhibit, and we can 
legitimately speak of it as possessing greater purity. IVe, most of us, 
probably believe in a single origin of man. But as anthropologists 
we are inclined to speak as if at the dawn of history there were a 
number of pure races, each with definite physical and mental char- 
acteristics; if this were true, which I do not believe, it could only 
mean that up to that period there had been extreme isolation, ex- 
tremely differentiated environments, and thus marked differences in 
the direction and rate of mental and physical evolution. But what we 
know historically of folk wanderings, folk mixings, and folk absorp- 
tions has undoubtedly been going on prehistorically for hundreds of 
thousands of years, of which we have recorded only a small historic 
fragment. Have we any real reason for supposing that “ purity of 
race ” existed up to the beginning of history, and that we have all 
got badly mixed up since? 

Let us, however, grant that there were purer races at the beginning 
of history than we find to-day. Let us suppose a Nordic race with 
a certain stature, a given pigmentation, a given shape of head, and a 



426 AKXUAL REPORT SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 1921. 

given mentality. And, again, we will suppose an Alpine race, differ- 
ing markedly in type from the Nordic race. What happens if we 
cross members of the two races and proceed to a race of hybrids? A 
Mendelian would tell us that these characters are sorted out like cards 
from a pack in all sorts of novel combinations. A Nordic mentality 
will be found with short stature and dark eyes. A tall but brachy- 
cephalic individual will combine Alpine mentality with blue eyes. 
Without accepting fully the Mendelian theory we can at least accept 
the result of mass observations, which show that the association 
between superficial physical measurements and mentality is of the 
slenderest kind. If you keep within one class, my own measurements 
show me that there is only the slightest relation between intelligence 
and the size and shape of the head. Pigmentation in this country 
seems to have little relation to the incidence of disease. Size and 
shape of head in man have been taken as a rough measure of size and 
shape of brain. They can not tell you more — perhaps not as much as 
brain weight — and if brain weight were closely associated with in- 
telligence, then man should be at his intellectual prime in his teens. 

Again, too often is this idea of close association of mentality and 
physique carried into the analysis of individuals within a human 
group, i. e, of men belonging to one or another of the many races 
which have gone to build up our population. We talk as if it was 
our population which was mixed, and not our germplasm. We are 
accustomed to speak of a typical Englishman. For example, Charles 
Darwin ; we think of his mind as a typical English mind, working iu 
a typical English manner, yet when we come to study his pedigree 
we seek in vain for purity of race.” He is descended in four differ- 
ent lines from Irish kinglets ; he is descended in as many lines from 
Scottish and Pictish Kings. He had Manx blood. He claims descent 
in at least three lines from Alfred the Great, and so links up with 
Anglo-Saxon blood, but he links up also in several lines with 
Charlemagne and the Carlovingians. He sprang also from the Saxon 
Emperors of Germany, as well as from Barbarossa and the Hohen- 
staufens. He had Norwegian blood and much Norman blood. He 
had descent from the Dukes of Bavaria, of Saxony, of Flanders, the 
Princes of Savoy, and the Kings of Italy. He had the blood in his 
veins of Franks, Alamans, Merovingians, Burgundians, and Longo- 
bai ds. He sprang in direct descent from the Hun rulers of Hungar} 
Jind the Greek Emperors of Constantinople. If I recollect rightly, 
Ivan the Terrible provided a Russian link. There is probably not 
one of the races of Europe concerned in the folk wanderings which 
nas not a share in the ancestry of Charles Darwin. If it has been 
possi le in the case of one Englishman of this kind to show in a con- 
era e number of lines how impure is his race, can we venture to 
assert t at if the like knowledge were possible of attainment, we 
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could expect greater purity of blood in any of his countrymen ? What 
we are able to show may occur by tracing an individual in historic 
times, have we any valid reason for supposing did not occur in pre- 
historic times, wherever physical barriers did not isolate a limited 
section of mankind ? If there ever was an association of definite men- 
tality with physical characters, it would break down as soon as race 
mingled freely with x'ace, as it has done in historic Europe. Isolation 
or a strong feeling against free interbreeding — as in a color differen- 
tiation — could alone maintain a close association between physical 
and mental characters. Europe has never recovered from the general 
hybridization of the folk wanderings, and it is only the cessation of 
wars of conquest and occupation, the spread of the conception of 
nationality and the reviving consciousness of race, which is provid- 
ing the barriers which may eventually lead through isolation to a 
new linking up of physical and mental characters. 

In a population which consists of nonintermarrying castes, as in 
India, physique and external appearance may be a measure of the 
type of mentality. In the highly and recently hybridized nations of 
Europe there are really but few fragments of pure races ” left, and 
it is hopeless to believe that anthropometric measurements of the 
body or records of pigmentation are going to help us to a science of 
the psychophysical characters of man which will be useful to the 
State. The modern State needs in its citizens vigor of mind and 
vigor of body, but these are not characters with which the an- 
thropometry of the past has largely busied itself. In a certain sense 
the school medical officer and the medical officer of health are doing 
more State service of an anthropological character than the an- 
thropologists themselves. 

These doubts have come very forcibly to my notice during the last 
few years. What were the anthropologists as anthropologists doing 
during the war ? Many of them were busy enough and doing valu- 
able work because they were anatomists, or because they were sur- 
geons, or perhaps even because they were mathematicians. But as 
anthropologists, what was their position? The whole period of the 
war produced the most difficult problems in folk psychology. There 
were occasions innumerable when thousands of lives and most heavy 
expenditure of money might have been saved by a greater knowledge 
of what creates and what damps folk movements in the various races 
of the world. India, Egypt, Ireland, even our present relations with 
Italy and America, show only too painfully how difficult we find it to 
appreciate the psychology of other nations. We shall not surmount 
these difficulties until anthropologists take a wider view of the ma- 
terial they have to record, and of the task they have before them if 
they wish to be utile to the State. It is not the physical measure- 
ment of native races which is a fundamental feature of anthropome- 
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try to-day ; it is the psychometry and what I have termed the vigo- 
rimetry of white- as well as of dark-skinned men that must become 
the main subjects of our study. 

Some of you may consider that I am overlooking what has been 
contributed both in this country and elsewhere to the science of folk 
psychology. I know at least that Wilhelm Wundt’s ® great work rims 
to ten volumes. But I also know that in its 5,452 pages there is not 
a single table of numerical measurements, not a single statement of 
the quantitative association between mental racial characters, nor, 
indeed, any attempt to show numerically the intensity of association 
between folk mentality and folk customs and institutions. It is folk 
psychology in the same stage of evolution as present-day sociology 
is in, or as individual psychology Avas in before the advent of expe- 
rimental psychology and the correlational calculus. It is purely de- 
scriptive and A^erbal. I am not denying that many sciences must for 
a long period still remain in this condition, but at the same time I 
confess myself a firm disciple of Friar Koger Bacon ^ and of Leo- 
nardo da Vinci,® and believe that we can really knoAv very little 
about a phenomenon until Ave can actually measure it and express its 
relations to other phenomena in quantitatiA^e form. Now you will 
doubtless suggest that sections of folk psychology like language, 
religion, laAv, art — much that forms the substance of cultural an- 
thropology — are incapable of quantitative treatment. I am not con- 
Aunced that this standpoint is correct. Take only the first of these 
sections — language. I am by no means certain that there is not a 
rich harATst to be reaped by the first man aa^io can give unbroken 
time and study to the statistical analysis of language. Whether he 
start Avith roots or AAuth AA’ords to inACstigate the degree of resem- 
blance in languages of the same family, he is likely, before he has 
done, to learn a great deal about the relatiA^e closeness and order of 
evolution of cognate tongues, whether those tongues be Aryan or 
Sudanese. And the methods applicable in the case of language will 
apply in the same manner to cultural habits and ideas. Strange as 
the notion may seem at first, there is a Avide field in cultural an- 
thropology for the use of those same methods which haA^e revolu- 
tionised psychometric technique, to say nothing of their influence on 
osteometry. 

The problems of cultural anthropology are subtle, but so indeed 
are the problems of anthropometry, and no instrument can be too 


3 Its last \ Glume al&o bears evidence of the non-judicial mind of the writer, who ex- 
press^s rong opm ons about recent events in the language of the party historian rather 
than the man of science. 

can^ot^msrovr^^hi« luathematics can not know any other science, and w’hat is more 
can not discover his own ignorance or find its proper remedies. 

mathematice (IimostratlOQc!®'^*''’“'' sclentia s'essa non passa per le 
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fine if our analysis is to be final. The day is past when the arithmetic 
of the kindergarten sufficed for the physical anthropologist ; the day 
is coming when mere verbal discussion will prove inadequate for the 
cultural anthropologist. 

I do not say this merely in the controversial spirit. I say it be- 
cause I want to find a remedy for the present state of affairs. I want 
to see the full recognition of anthropology as a leading science by 
the State. I want to see the recognition of anthropology by our 
manufacturers and commercial men^ for it should be at least as im- 
portant to them as chemistry or physics — the foundation of an- 
thropological institutes with their museums and professors in Ham- 
burg and Frankfurt have not yet found their parallels in commer- 
cial centers here. I want to see a fuller recognition of anthropology 
in our great scientific societies, both in their choice of members 
and in the memoirs published. If their doors are being opened to 
psychology under its new technique, may not anthropology also seek 
for fuller recognition ? 

It appears to me that if we are to place anthropology in its true 
position as the Queen of the sciences, we must work shoulder to 
shoulder and work without intermittence in the following directions : 
Anthropologists must not cease — 

(1) To insist that our recorded material shall be such that it is 
at present or is likely in the near future to be utile to the State, using 
the word ‘‘ State ” in its amplest sense. 

(2) To insist that there shall be institutes of anthropology, each 
Avith a full staff of qualified professors, whose whole energy and time 
shall be devoted to the teaching of and research in anthropology, 
ethnology, and prehistory. At least three of our chief uniA ersities 
should be provided with such institutes. 

(3) To insist that our technique shall not consist in the mere state- 
ment of opinion on the facts obserA^ed, but shall follow, if possible, 
Avith greater insight, the methods which are coming into use in 
epidemiology and psychology. 

I should like to enlarge a little further on these three insistencies, 
the fundamental planks ” of the campaign I haA^e in view. 

1, INSISTENCE ON THE NATURE OF THE MATERIAL TO BE DEALT 

WITH. 

I have already tried to indicate that the problems before us to-day, 
the graA^e problems that are pressing on us with regard to the future, 
can not be soh^d by the old material and by the old methods. We 
have to make anthropology a wise counsellor of the State, and this 
means a counsellor in political matters, in commercial matters, and 
m social matters. 
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The Governments of Europe have had military advisers, financial 
advisers, transport and food experts in their service, but they have 
not had ethnological advisers; there have been no highly trained 
anthropologists at their command. You have only to study the peace 
of Versailles to see that it is ethnologically unsound and can not be 
permanent. It is no good asking why our well-meaning rulers did 
not consult our well-meaning anthropologists. I for one confess 
that we have not in the past dealt with actuality, or if we did deal 
with actuality, that we have not treated it in a manner likely to im- 
press either the executive or the public at large. There lacked far too 
often the scientific attitude and the fundamental specialist train- 
ing. I will not go so far as to say that, if the science of man had 
been developed to the extent of physical science in all European 
countries, and had then had its due authority recognized, there 
would have been no war, but I will venture to say that the war would 
have been of a different character, and we should not have felt that 
the fate of European society and of European culture hung in the 
balance, as at this moment they certainly do. 

No one can allow individual inspiration to-day, and you may 
justly cry a Daniel has no right to issue judgment from the high seat 
of the feast. Daniel’s business is that of the outsider, the stranger, 
the unwelcome person interpreting, probably his own, scrawling on 
the wall. 

Well, if it be hard to learn from friends, let us at least study im- 
passionately from our late foes. Some of my audience may have 
read the recent manifesto of the German anthropologists, their 
clarion cry for a new and stronger position of the science of man in 
academic studies. But the manifesto may have escaped some, and 
so closely does it fit the state of affairs here that I venture to quote 
certain portions of it. After reciting the sparsity of chairs for the 
study of physical and cultural anthropology in the German universi- 
ties and how little academic weight has been given to such studies, 
it continues; 

Where these sciences have otherwise found recognition in the universities, 
they are not represented by specialists, so that anthropology is provided for by 
the anatomists, ethnology by the geographers, and prehistory by Germanists, 
archeologists and geologists, and this although, in the present extent of these 
three sciences, the real command of each one of them demands the complete 
working powers of an individual. This want of teaching posts had made itself 
felt long before the war, so tliat the number of specialists and of those Inter- 
ested in our science has receded.® 

And again: 

During the war we have often experienced how in political pamphlets eth- 
nology and ethnography — even ns in the i)€ace treaty of Brest-Litovsk — were 
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used too often as catcliwords without their users being clear about the ideas 
those words convey. The sad results of our foreign policy, the collapse of all 
our calculations as to national frames of mind, were based in no small degree 
on ethnographic ignorance; one has only to take for example the case of the 
Turks. Ethnology should not embrace only the spears and clubs of the savages, 
but also the psychology and demography of the white races, the European peo- 
pies. At this very moment, when the right of self-determination has become 
a foremost question of the day, the scientific determination of the boundaries 
of a people and its lands has become a task of the first importance. But our 
Government of the past knew nothing of the activitiy of the ethnologists, and 
the universities were not in the condition to come to their aid, for ethnological 
chairs and institutes were wanting. The foundation of such must be the task 
of the immediate future.’^ 

And once more; 

The problems of the military fitness of our people, of the physical constitu- 
tion of the various social classes, of the influence of the social and material 
environment upon them, the problems of the biological grounds for the fall in 
the birth rate and its results, of the racial composition of our people, of the 
eventual racial differences and the accompanying diverse mental capacities of 
the individual strata, and finally the racial changes which may take place in a 
folk under the influences of civilization, and the bearing of all these matters 
on the fate of a nation, these are problems which can alone be investigated and 
brought nearer to solution by anthropology. Even now after the Avar-popula- 
tion problems stand in the forefront of interest, the question of folk-increase 
and of the falling birth rate is the vital question of the future.® 

I must ask your pardon for quoting so much, but it seems so 
strongly to point the moral of my tale. If you will study what Ger- 
many is feeling and thinking to-day, do not hope to find it in the 
newspaper reports; seek it elsewhere in personal communication or 
in German writings. Then, I think, you will agree with me that 
rightly or wrongly there is a conviction spreading in Germany that 
the war arose and that the war was lost because a nation of professed 
thinkers had studied all sciences but had omitted to study aptly the 
science of man. And in a certain sense that is an absolutely correct 
conviction, for if the science of man stood where we may hope it will 
stand in the dim and distant future, man would from the past and 
the surrounding present have some grasp of future evolution, and 
so have a greater chance of guiding its controllable factors. 

We are far indeed from that to-day; but it befits us none the less 
to study what this new anthropological movement in Germany con- 
notes. It means that the material of anthropology is going to change, 
or rather that its observations will be extended into a study of the 
jiiental as well as the physical characters, and these of the white races 
as well as of the dark. It means that anthropologists will not only 
study individual psychology, but folk psychology. It means — and 
this is directly said — that Germany, having lost her colonies, will 


’ Ibid. S. 41. 
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still maintain her trade by aid of consuls, missionaries, traders, 
travelers, and others trained academically to understand both 
savage and civilized peoples. This is a perfectly fair field, and if 
the game be played squarely can solely lead to increased human 
sympathy, and we shall only have ourselves to blame if other na- 
tions are before us in their anthropological knowledge and its prac- 
tical applications. The first condition for State support is that we 
show our science to be utile by turning to the problems of racial 
efficiency and of race psychology, and to all those tasks that Galton 
described as the first duty of a nation — in short, to make every in- 
dividual efficient both through nature and by nurture.” 

Does this mean that we are to turn our backs on the past, to 
desert all our prehistoric studies and to make anthropology the 
servant of sanitation and commerce? Not in the least; if you think 
this is my doctrine I have indeed failed to make myself even roughly 
clear to-day. Such teaching is wholly opposed to my view of the 
function of science. I feel quite convinced that you can not under- 
stand man of to-day, savage or civilized, his body or his mind, unless 
you know his past evolution, unless you have studied fully all the 
scanty evidence we have of the stages of his ascent. I should like 
to illustrate this by an incident which came recently to my notice, 
because it may indicate to some of those present the difficulties with 
which the anthropologist has to contend to avoid misunderstanding. 

Looking into the ancestry of man and tracing him backward to a 
being who was not man and was not ape, we ask had this prot-simio- 
human, in the light of our present knowledge, more resemblance to the 
gibbon or to the chimpanzee as we know them to-day? Some nat- 
uralists link man up to the apes by a gibbonlike form, others by a 
troglodyte type of ancestor. Some would make a push to do without 
either. But granted the alternative, which is the more probable? 
This is the problem of the hylobatic or the troglodyte origin of man. 
I had given a lecture on the subject, confining my arguments solely to 
characters of the thigh-bone. Now there chanced to be a statesman 
present, a man who has had large responsibilities in the government 
of many races. I have been honored by seeing his comments on my 
lecture. “ I am not,” he says, “ particularly interested in the descent 
of man. I do not believe much in heredity, and this scientific 
pursuit of the dead bones of the past does not seem to me a very 
useful way of spending life. I am accustomed to this mode of study; 
learned volumes have been written in Sanscrit to explain the con- 
junction of the two vowels ‘ a ’ and ‘ u.’ It is very learned, very 
ingenious, but not very helpful. ♦ ♦ * j concerned with 

my genealogy so much as with my future. Our intellects can be more 
advantageously employed than in finding our diversity from the ape 
. There may be no spirit, no soul ; there is no proof of their 
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existence. If that is so, let iis do away with shams and live like 
animals. If, on the other hand, there is a soul to be looked after, 
let us all strain our nerves to the task; there is no use in digging into 
the sands of time for the skeletons of the past ; build your man for 
the future.” 

What is the reply of anthropology to this indictment of the states- 
man? You can not brush it lightly aside. It is the statement of a 
good man and a strong man who is willing to spend his life in the 
service of his fellows. He sees us handling fossils and potsherds and 
can not perceive the social utility of our studies. He does not believe 
any enthusiasm for human progress can lie beneath the spade and 
cailipers of the scientific investigator. He has never grasped that the 
man of to-day is precisely what heredity and his genealogy, his past 
history and his prehistory. haA^e made him. He does not recognise 
that it is impossible to build your man for the future until you have 
studied the origin of his physical and mental constitution. Whence 
did he draAV his good and evil characteristics — are they the product 
of his nature or his nurture ? Man has not a plastic mind and body 
which the enthusiastic reformer can at will mould to the model 
of his golden age ideals. He has taken thousands of years to grow 
into what he is, and only by like processes of evolution — intensified 
and speeded up, if we work consciously and with full knowledge of 
the past — can we build his future. 

It does matter in regard to the gravest problems before mankind 
to-day whether our ancestry was hylobatic or troglodyte. For five 
years the whole world has been a stage for brutality and violence. 
We have seen a large part of the youth of Europe who were best 
fitted mentally and physical^ to be parents of future generations 
perish: the dysgenic effect of this slaughter will show itself each 
20 to 25 years for centuries to come in the census returns of half 
the countries of the world. Science undertook work which na- 
tional feeling bade it do, but on which it will ever look back wfith 
a shuddering feeling of distaste, an uneasy consciousness of having 
soiled its hands. And as aftermath we see in almost every land an 
orgy of violent crime, a sense of lost security, and at times we dread 
that our A'ery civilization may perish owing to the Aveakening of the 
social ties, the deadening of the responsibilities of class to class. This 
outbreak of violence which has so appalled the thinking Avorld, is 
it the sporadic appearance of an innate pasuon for the raw and 
brutal in mankind, or is it the outcome of economic causes forcing 
the nations of the Avorld to the combat for limited food and material 
supplies? I wish we could attribute it to the latter source, for then 
we could eradicate the spirit of violence by changing environmental 
conditions. But if the spirit of violence be innate in man, if there 
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be times when he not only sees red but rejoices in it — and that was 
the strong impression I formed when I crossed Germany on August 
1. 1914 — tlien outbreaks of violence will not cease till troglodyte 
mentality is bred out of man. That is why the question of troglo- 
dyte or hylobatic ancestry is not a pursuit of dead bones. It is a 
vital problem on which turns much of folk psychology. It is a 
problem utile to the State, in that it throws light on whether nature 
or nurture is the more likely to build up man’s future — and save him 
from the recurrence of such another quinquennium. 

The critic to whom I have referred was not idle in his criticism. 
He had not been taught that evolutionary doctrine has its bearings on 
practical life. The biologist and the anthropologist are at fault ; they 
have too often omitted to show that their problems have a very close 
relation to those of the statesman and the social reformer, and that the 
problems of the latter can not be solved without a true insight into 
man’s past, without a knowledge of the laws of heredity, and without 
a due appreciation of the causes which underlie great folk-movements. 

2. INSISTENCE ON INSTITUTES OF ANTHROPOLOGY. 

The anthropological problems of the present day are so numerous 
and so pressing that we can afford to select those of the greatest 
utility. Indeed, the three university institutes of anthropology I have 
suggested would have to specialize and then work hard to keep abreast 
of the problems which will crowd upon them. One might take the 
European races, another Asia and the Pacific, and a third Africa. 
America in anthropology can well look after itself. In each case we 
need something on the scale of the Paris ficole d’ Anthropologic, with 
its 17 professors and teachers, with its museums and journals. But 
we want something else — a new conception of the range of problems 
to be dealt with and a new technique. From such schools would pass 
out men with academic training fit to become officials, diplomatic 
agents, teachers, missionaries, and traders in Europe, in Asia, or in 
Africa, men with intelligent appreciation of and sympathy with the 
races among whom they proposed to work. 

But this extra-State work, important as it is, is hardly comparable 
in magnitude with the intra-State work which lies ready to hand for 
the anthropological laboratory that has the will, the staff, and the 
equipment to take it up efficiently. In the present condition of affairs 
it is onh" too likely that much of this work, being psychometric, will 
fall into the hands of the psychologist, whereas it is essentially the 
fitting work of the anthropologist, who should come to the task, if 
fitly trained, with a knowledge of comparative material and of the 
past history, mental and physical, of mankind, on which his present 
faculties so largely depend. The danger has arisen because the 
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anthropometer has forgotten that it is as much his duty to measure 
the human mind as it is his duty to measure the human body, and that 
it is as much his duty to measure the functional activities of the 
human body — ^its dynamical characters — as its statical characters. 
By dynamical characters I understand such qualities as resistance to 
fatigue, facility in physical and mental tasks, immunity to disease, 
excitability under stimuli, and many kindred properties. If you tell 
me that we are here trenching on the field of psychology and medicine. 
I reply : Certainly ; you do not suppose that any form of investiga- 
tion which deals with man — body or mind — is to be omitted from the 
science of man? If you do you have failed to grasp why anthro- 
pology is the queen of the sciences. The university anthropological 
institute of the future will have attached to it a psychologist, a medi- 
cal officer, and a biologist. They are essential portions of its requi- 
site staff, but this is a very different matter from lopping off large 
and important branches of its fitting studies, to lie neglected on the 
ground, or to be dragged away, as dead wood, to be hewn and shapen 
for other purposes by scientific colleagues in other institutes. Ke- 
member that I am emphasizing that side of anthropology which 
studies man in the service of the State — anthropology as a utile sci- 
ence — and that this is the only ground on which anthropology can 
appeal for support and sympathy from State, from municipality, and 
from private donors. You will notice that I lay stress on the associ- 
ation of the anthropological institute with the university, and the 
reasons for this are manifold. In the first place, eA^ery science is 
stimulated b}^ contact with the workers in allied sciences; in the 
second place, the institute must be a teaching as well as a researching 
body, and it can only do this effectn^ely in association with an aca- 
demic center — a center from which to draw its students and recruit its 
staff. In the third place, a great university provides a wide field for 
anthropometric studies in its students and its staff. And the advan- 
tages are mutual. It is not of much service to hand a student a card 
containing his stature, his weight, his eye-color, and his head-length. 
Most of these he can find out for himself. But it is of importance to 
him to know something of how his eye, heart, and respiration func- 
tion ; it is of importance to him to know the general character of his 
mental qualities, and how they are associated with the rapidity and 
steadiness of muscular responses. Knowledge on these points may 
lead him to a fit choice of a career, or at any rate save him from a 
thoroughly bad choice. 

In the course of my life I haA^e often receiA^ed inquiries from school- 
masters of the following kind : We are setting up a school anthropo- 
metric laboratory, and we propose to measure stature, weight, height- 
sitting, &c. Can you suggest anything else Ave should measure? 
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My invariable reply is : Don’t start measuring anything at all until 
you have settled the problems you wish to answer, and then just 
measure the characters in an adequate number of your boys, which 
will enable you to solve those problems. Use your school as a labora- 
tory, not as a weighhouse. 

And I might add, if I were not in dread of giving offense : And 
most certainly do not measure anything at all if you have no problem 
to solve, for unless you have you can not have the true spirit of the 
anthropologist, and you will merely increase that material up and 
down in the schools of the country which nobody is turning to any 
real use. 

Which of us, who is a parent, has not felt the grave responsibility 
of advising a child on the choice of a profession ? We have before us, 
perhaps, a few meager examination results, an indefinite Imowledge 
of the self-chosen occupations of the child, and perhaps some regard 
to the past experience of the family or clan. Possibly we say John is 
good with his hands and does not care for lessons ; therefore he should 
be an engineer. That may be a correct judgment if we understand 
by engineer, the engine driver or mechanic. It is not true if we think 
of the builders of Forth Bridges and Assuan Dams. Such men work 
with the head and not the hand. One of the functions of the anthro- 
pological laboratory of a great university, one of the functions of a 
school anthropometric laboratory, should be to measure those physical 
and mental characters and their interrelations upon which a man’s 
success in a given career so much depends. Its function should be to 
guide youth in the choice of a calling, and in the case of a school to 
enable the headmaster to know something of the real nature of indi- 
vidual boys, so that that much-tried man does not feel compelled to 
hide his ignorance by cabalistic utterances when parents question him 
on what their son is fitted for. 

Wide, however, as is the anthropometric material in our universi- 
ties and public schools, it touches only a section of the population. 
The modern anthropologist has to go further; he has to enter the 
doors of the primary schools ; he has to study the general population 
in all its castes, in its craftsmen, and its sedentary workers. Anthro- 
pology has to be useful to commerce and to the State, not only in 
association with foreign races, but still more in the selection of the 
right men and women for the staff of factory, mine, office, and trans- 
port. The selection of workmen to-day by what is too often a rough 
trial and discharge method is one of the wasteful factors of produc- 
tion. Few employers even ask what trades parents and grandparents 
have followed, nor consider the relation of a man’s physique and men- 
tality to his proposed employment. I admit that progress in this 
direction will be slow, but if the work undertaken in this sense by 
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the anthropologist be well devised, accurate, and comj^rehensive, the 
anthropometric laboratory will gradually obtain an assured position 
in commercial apj^reciation. As a beginning, the anthropologist by 
an attractive museum, by iDopular lectures and demonstrations, 
should endeavour to create, as Sir Francis Galton did at South Ken- 
sington, an anthropometric laboratory, frequented by the general 
population as well as by the academic class. Thus he will obtain a 
wider range of material. But the anthropologist, if he is to advance 
his science and emphasize its services to the State, must pass beyond 
the university, the school, and the factory. He must study what 
makes for wastage in our present loosely organized society ; he must 
investigate the material provided by reformatory, prison, asylums 
for the insane and mentally defective : he must carry his researches 
into the inebriate home, the sanatorium, and the hospital, side by side 
with his medical collaborator. Here is endless work for the immedi- 
ate future, and the work in which we are already leagues behind our 
American colleagues. For them the psychometric and anthropo- 
metric laboratory attached to asylum, prison, and reformatory is no 
startling innovation, to be spoken of witli bated breath. It is a 
recognized institution of the United States to-day, and from such 
laboratories the fieldworkers ” pass out, finding out and reporting 
on the share parentage and environment have had in the production 
of the abnormal and the diseased, of the anti-social of all kinds. 
Some of this work is excellent, some indifferent, some perhaps worth- 
less, but tliis will always be the case in the expansion of new branches 
of applied science. The training of the workers must be largely of 
an experimental character, the technique has to be devised as the 
work develops. Instructors and directors have to be appointed, who 
have not been trained ad hoc. But this is remedying itself, and if, 
indeed, when we start we also do not at first limp somewhat lamely 
along these very paths, it will only be because we have the advantage 
of American experience. 

There is little wonder that in America anthropology is no longer 
the stepchild of the State. It has demanded its heritage and shown 
that it can use it for the public good. 

If I have returned to my first insistence that the problems handled 
by the anthropologist shall be those useful to the State, it is because 
I have not seen that point insisted upon in this country, and it is 
because my first insistence, like my third, involves the second for its 
effectiveness — the establislnnent in our chief universities of anthro- 
pological institutes. As Gustav Schwalbe said of anthropology in 
1907 — and he was a man who thought before he spoke, and whose 
death during the war is a loss to anthropologists the whole world 
over : 

101257—23 20 
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A lasting improvement can only arise if the State recognizes that anthro- 
pology is a science preeminently of value to the State, a science which not only 
deserves but can demand that chairs shall be officially established for it in 
every university. * ♦ * Only this spread of officially authorized anthro- 

pology in all German universities can enable it to fulfil its task — that of train- 
ing men who, well armed with the weapon of anthropological knowledge, will 
be able to place their skill at the service of the State, which will ever have need 
of them in increasing numbers.® 

Our universities are not, as in Germany, Government controlled 
institutions, although such control is yearly increasing. Here we 
have first to show that we are supporting the State before the State 
somewhat gi*udgingly will give its support to us. Hence the immedi- 
ate aim of the anthropologist should be — not to suggest that the 
State should a assist work not yet undertaken, but to do what 

he can with the limited resources in his power, and when he has shown 
that what he has achieved is, notwithstanding his limitations, of value 
to the State, then he is in a position to claim effective support for 
his science. 

I have left to myself little time to place fairly before you my third 
insistence. 

3. INSISTENCE ON THE ADOPTION OF A NEW TECHNIQUE. 

What is it that a young man seeks when he enters the university, 
if we put aside for a moment any social advantages, such as the 
formation of lifelong friendships associated therewith? He seeks, 
or ought to seek, training for the mind. He seeks, or ought to seek, 
an open doorway to a calling which will be of use to himself, and 
wherein he will take his part, a useful part, in the social organization 
of which he finds himself a member. Much as we may all desire it, in 
the pressure of modern life, it is very difficult for the young man 
of moderate means to look upon the university training as something 
apart from his professional training. Men more and more select 
their academic studies with a view to their professional value. We 
can no longer combine the senior wranglership with the pursuit of 
a judgeship; we can not pass out in the classical tripos and aim at 
settling down in life as a Harley Street consultant ; we can not take 
a D. Sc. in chemistry as a preliminary to a journalistic career. It is 
the faculties which provide professional training that are crowded, 
and men study nowadays physics or chemistry because they wish 
to^ be physicists or chemists, or seek by their knowledge of these 
sciences to reach commercial posts. Even the faculty of arts itself 
runs t e danger of becoming a professional school for elementary 
school teachers. I do not approve this state of affairs; I would 
mere y note its existence . But granted it, what does anthropology 

» Correspondenz Blatt, Jahrg. s. 68. 
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offer to the young man who for a moment considers it as a possible 
academic study? There are no professional posts at present open to 
him, and few academic posts/® There is little to attract the young 
man to anthropology as a career. Is its position as a training of 
mind any stronger? The student knows if he studies physics or 
chemistry or engineering that he will obtain a knowledge of the 
principles of observation, of measurement, and of the interpretation 
of data which will serve him in good stead whenever he has to deal 
with phenomena of any kind. But, alas ! in anthropology, while he 
finds many things of surpassing interest, he discovers no generally 
accepted methods of attacking new problems, qnot homines, tot sen- 
tentiee. The type of man we want in anthropology is precisely the 
man who now turns to mathematics, to physics, and to astronomy — 
the man with an exact mind who will not take statements on authority 
and who believes in testing all things. To such a man anthropom- 
etry — in all its branches, craniometry, psychometry, and the wide 
field in which body and mind are tested together under dynamic con- 
ditions — forms a splendid training, fTovided his data and observa- 
tions are treated as seriously as those of the physicist or astronomer 
by adequate mathematical analysis- Such a type of man is at once 
repelled from our science if he finds in its textbooks and journals 
nothing but what has been fitly termed “kindergarten arithmetic.” 
Why, the other day I saw in a paper by a distinguished anthropolo- 
gist an attempt to analyse how many individual bones he ought to 
measure- He adopted the simple process of comparing the results 
he obtained when he took 10, 20, 30 individuals. He was not really 
wiser at the end of his analysis than at the beginning, though he 
thought he was. And this, notwithstanding that the whole matter 
has been thrashed out scientifically by John Bernoulli two centuries 
ago, and that its solution is a commonplace of physicists and as- 
tronomers ! 

How can we exi^ect the scientific world to take us seriously and to 
treat anthropology as the equal of other sciences while this state of 
affairs is possible? IVliat discipline in logical exactness are we 
offering to academic youth which will compare with that of the older 
sciences? 'VVliat claim have we to advise the State until we have intro- 
duced a sounder technique and ceased to believe that anthropometry 
is a science that any man can follow, with or without training ? As 
I have hinted, the problems of anthropology seem to me as subtle as 
those of physical astronomy, and we are not going to solve them with 
rusty weapons, nor solve them at all unless we can persuade the 
“ brainy boys ” of our universities that they are worthy of keen 


10 In London, for exaniple. thoie N a roadpr in phy.'dcal anthropology who is a tracher 
in anatomy, and a profossorsMp in ethnr^logA', which for some mysterious reason Is in- 
cluded in the facnUy of economic’? nrd I believe, not a full-time appointment. 
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minds. Hence it seems to me that the most fertile training for 
academic purposes in anthropology is that which starts from anthro- 
pometry in its broadest sense, which begins to differentiate caste 
and class and race, bodily and mental health and disease, by measure- 
ment and by the analysis of measurement. Once this sound ground- 
ing has been reached the trained mind may advance to ethnology and 
sociology, to prehistory and the evolution of man. And I shall be 
surprised if equal accuracy of statement and equal logic of deduction 
be not then demanded in these fields, and I am more than half con- 
vinced, nay, I am certain, that the technique the student will apply 
in anthropometry can be equally well applied in the wider fields 
into which he will advance in his later studies. Give anthropology 
a technique as accurate as that of physics, and it will forge ahead as 
physics has done, and then anthropologists will take their due place 
in the world of science and in the service of the State. 

Francis Galton has a claim upon the attention of anthropolo- 
gists which I have not. He has been President of your Institute, and 
lie spoke just 35 years ago from the chair I now occupy, pressing 
on you for the first time the claims of new anthropological methods. 
In Galton's words : Until the phenomena of any branch of knowl- 
edge have been submitted to measurement and number it can not 
assume the status and dignity of a science.” Have we not rather for- 
gotten those warning words, and do they not to some extent explain 
why our universities and learned societies, why the State and states- 
men. have turned the cold shoulder on anthropology^? 

This condition of affairs must not continue; it is good neither for 
anthropology, nor for the universities, nor for the State if this 
fundamental science, the science of man, remains in neglect. It will 
not continue if anthropologists pull together and insist that their 
problems shall not fail in utility, that their scientific technique shall 
be up to date, and that anthropological training shall be a reality 
in our universities — that these shall be fully equipped with museums, 
with material, with teachers and students. 

It is almost as difficult to reform a science as it is to reform a 
religion: in both cases the would-be reformer will offend the sacro- 
sanct upholders of tradition, who find it hard to discard the faith in 
which they have been reared. But it seems to me that the difficulties 
of our time plead loudly for a broadening of the purpose and a 
sharpening of the weapons of anthropology. If we elect to stand 
where we have done, then a new science will respond to the needs of 
state and society ; it will spring from medicine and psychology, it will 
be the poorer in that it knows little of man’s development, little of his 
history or prehistory. But it will devote itself to the urgent prob- 
lems of the day. The future lies with the nation that most truly 
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plans for the future, that studies most accurately the factors which 
wdll improve the racial qualities of future generations either physi- 
cally or mentally. Is anthropology to lie outside this essential 
function of the science of man ? If I understand the recent manifesto 
of the German anthropologists, the}’ are determined it shall not be 
so. The war is at an end, but the critical time will be with us again, 
I sadly fear, in 20 to 30 years. How will the States of Europe stand 
then? It depends to no little extent on how each of them may have 
cultivated the science of man and applied its teaching to the improve- 
ment of national physique and mentality. Let us take care that our 
Nation is not the last in this legitimate rivalry. The organization 
of existing human society with a view to its future welfare is the 
crowning task of the science of man; it needs the keenest-minded 
investigators, the most stringent technique, and the utmost sympathy 
from all classes of society itself. Have v/e, as anthropologists, the 
courage to face this greatest of all tasks in the light of our knowledge 
of the past and with our understanding of the folk of to-da}’? Or 
shall we assert that anthropology is after all only a small part of the 
science of man, and retreat to our study of bones and potsherds on 
the ground that science is to be studied for its own sake and not for 
the sake of mankind ? I do not know what answer you will give to 
that question, yet I am convinced what the judgment of the future 
on your answer is certain to be. It will be similar to Wang Yang 
Ming’s reproof of the complacency of the Chinese cultured classes 
of his day : Thought and learning are of little value, if they be not 
translated into action.” 
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INTRODUCTION. 

By anthropology of the Old Americans is meant the status, physi- 
cally, physiologically, and demographically, of the oldest parts of 
the ^nite population of the United States, as contrasted with the 
American population at large and with other units of the white race. 

Since discovery this country has been an ever-increasing eddy 
that Grew in, and still draws the offshoots and .surplus of a wide 
range of white populations in the older parts of the world, and a 
large majority of these newcomers have remained, made this their 
permanent home, and intermingling with others have been gradually 
building up the great new nation. 

Ihe changed environment, the many new stimuli, the freer and more 
virile as well as more strenuous life, the better and more abundant 
nourishment, the more wholesome conditions in general, and besides 
all the steadily growing admixture of blood, have now been acting 
on the older parts of this nation for from one to over three centu- 
ries. What are the results ? Here is a great natural laboratory, the 
subject of whose multitudinous experiments has been man himself- 
How has he responded, an d what are the indications for the future? 
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Satisfactory answers to this can only be reached through intensive 
scientific investigation. 

We observe on all sides in the American, individually and collec- 
tively, a mental freshness and vigor not equaled it seems in any other 
country; but tliese matters are difficult of proper gauging. They 
elude measurement or strict appraisal. But there are the physique 
and the physiological functions of tlie American stock, all of which 
yield more or less readily to exact deteiuninations, the results of which 
would be of the utmost value. The need of such determinations has 
long been felt, and it was only the chronic lack of means for scien- 
tific purposes that has thus far prevented the carrying out all the 
the desirable research in this direction. Notwithstanding this diffi- 
culty a considerable amount of Avork has already been accomplished, 
particularly on the American child, on the students of our colleges, 
on the drafted men and soldiers during the Civil AYar as Avell as the 
more recent war,^ and on some of the immigrants. 

Nevertheless these studies, though highly useful, are still more or 
less incomplete and insufficient, and the records on the recruits and 
soldiers both from the Civil AYar and from recent wars suffer from 
the additional defect of not having been secured by well-trained 
observers and wdtli the appropriate instruments. In none of these 
researches, furthermore, was there a sufficient selection of the sub- 
jects as to American ancestry. They deal with the child, student, 
or recruit living in America, whether real!}" American or not. Their 
results are not capable of giving satisfactory answers to the ques- 
tions concerning the changes already effected or being effected in 
that part of the population Avhich has longest been subject to the 
American environment : and they give us little or no information on 
the general adult population. 

In order to supply, as far as possible, the need in these directions 
the writer undertook in 1912 a systematic anthropological study of 
the oldest part of the “Old Americans.” By “Old Americans” he 
designated all those whose families had no mixture with more 
recent elements on either side for at least three generations. The 
study lasted until the present year. It was carried on in the anthro- 
pological laboratory of the U. S. National Aruseum, but eventually 
also in the field, and the utmost care was exercised throughout to 
assure the reliability of the data secured. 

The examinations comprised the most important of measurements 
on the body vuth a series of physiological tests and visual observa- 
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*See writer’s “Physical Anthropology,” 8% Wistar In>titute, Phil.a., 
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tions. They were restricted to healthy adults of both sexes of be- 
tween 24 and GO years of age and without any selection as to class or 
territorial derivation. The subjects were all volunteers and in- 
cluded members of some of the foremost American families. 

The study proved throughout one of the most absorbing interest ; 
but an unexpected difficulty developed in finding sufficient numbers 
of persons of the right qualifications. Xative Americans whose fami- 
lies have two generations on each side born in this country may 
already be counted by the million, but those of three generations or 
more are far scarcer, except in certain limited inbred regions or 
communities. It was on this account that short trips had eventually 
to be taken into Massachusetts, Connecticut. Virginia, and finalty 
tlie mountain region of Tennessee, where additional series of highly 
interesting subjects were examined.^ 

The final number of subjects on vdiom observoi tions were made 
counts nearly 2,000. The largo majority of them were from the 
Eastern States, the States that fuimished the old stock to the rest of 
the country. In the East all the States are represented in the series 
from Maine to the Gulf, and a good comparison will be possible be- 
tween the Yankees and the Southerners. 

The first preliminary report upon these studies was made before 
the Nineteenth International Congiess of Americanists in 1915 at 
Washington the second before the recent International Eugenics 
Congress in New York: and a third in April, 1922. l^efore the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences in Washington. The data on pigmenta- 
tion and conditions relating to the hair are eni]}odied in this article. 

DEFINITIONS. 

By pigmentation we mean the amount and nature of coloring 
matter in the skin, eyes and hair: though the condition is also manifest 
in the mucous membranes, in the sclerotic, and even in other parts 
and tissues of the body. 

The pigmentation of an individual is not the same throughout his 
life, and will not aiipear the same under all conditions. It is much 
influenced by age, prolonged exposure or confinement (especially the 
skin and hair) and state of health. In addition the appearance of 
the skin, eyes, and even hair will be modified by the blood (flush, 
paleness or blueness of skin, brightness or dullness of eye, dull dry- 
ness of liair), the state of feeling, the presence or absence of the 
natural sebaceous or oily coating (in the skin and hair), and the 

» In Virginia, very elficicnt heip with the v.ork was given by Prof^'s^or Robert Bennett 
P»ean, of the Pniversity of Virgmin. Aftvr mii>teiing tho methodi? employed by the 
writer, and with the same instruimmls, he measured a good series of the U. S Corps of 
Engineers lorated at that time near the University. 

* Piibli&hed in the Procet*diugs of the Congiess, Wash. Ihl7, pp 5S2-G01. 
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presence of minute air bubbles between the cells of the hair occasion- 
ally after great ner%^ous strain, or normally in advancing years 
(grayness). 

The coloring substance, or substances, the exact nature and differ- 
ences of which are still a matter of some uncertainty, occurs in the 
shape of minute granules which, in the skin, are lodged in the deeper 
layers of the epidermis; in the eye, infiltrate various cells of the iris; 
and in the hair, are disseminated through most of the cells of the 
hair shaft. The pigment, generic ally known as melanin, is much 
alike in various organs of the same individual, in different individuals 
of the same race, and in different races of man ; but there are indica- 
tions that it may represent a complex of related forms differing by 
slight chemical variations. 

The main function of pigmentation is a protection of the skin and 
the eyes against those rays of the sun which would be harmful to the 
organism; in addition to which pigment may possibly serve also as 
an accessory means for the elmination from the system of certain 
substances that result from the metabolism in the cells. A complete 
lack of pigmentation, as abnormally present in full human albinos, is 
accompanied by weakness of the eyes as well as great irritability of 
the skin. 

The acquisition of jugm^ntation in man is of ancient ancestral 
origin. According to various indications, early man, up to at least 
the middle of the Palaeolithic period, was brown in color, with hazel 
to dark-brown eyes and reddish-brown to black hair. He was a 
product of the Tropics or semitropics and could not have developed 
there without adequate pigmentation. 

Before the middle of the glacial period this early man reached 
western Europe, which according to many indications became the 
cradle of his further differentiation. It was primarily from Europe 
that he spread into other parts of the world, and it was from western 
Europe that he eventually followed the final recession of the ice 
northward, until he peopled what are now Denmark, northern Ger- 
many. and the Scandinavian Peninsula. 

These regions concern us particularly in this connection. Under 
the peculiar postglacial climatic and environmental conditions of 
northwesternmost Europe, combining in all probability considerable 
cold, damp, and cloudiness or mists with a diminished amount of 
light, and the effects of these conditions on man’s clothing, housing, 
and habits in general, the protective pigmentation of those who 
lived there became to a large degi^ee unnecessary, and as organisms 
will not tolerate for long anything that has become useless, the 
pigmentation of the northerners was reduced. Gradually or by mu- 
tations m^an grew lighter in these lands until he came to constitute 
a blond “race’\ He has lost so much pigment that his skin has 
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become “white”, his eyes blue, his hair light, ranging from light 
brown, yellow, or golden, to almost colorless. In the more central 
parts of Europe the depigmentation was less effective, and the re- 
sult is the intermediary “Alpine” or “ Kelto-Slavic ” type; while 
in southern Europe, Asia Minor, and northern Africa it was still 
less, leaving us the swarthy to brown, dark-eyed and black-haired 
Mediterraneans. It may be noted, however, that, except in full 
albinism, even the whitest skin, the lightest blue eye, and the lightest 
hair still retain some of the old pigmentation. The blue eye in par- 
ticular is not blue because of any new form of coloration but be- 
cause the remaining pigment is limited to the posteriormost cells of 
the iris, the result of which is that the eye appears more or less blue 
on refraction ; but, viewed from behind, the iris is not blue. 

EFFECTS OF MIXTUKE. 

Through long residence in their respective regions, and inbreeding, 
the three main types of pigmentation, or rather depigmentation, in 
Europe have become fairly fixed, so much so that even a prolonged 
residence elsewhere, £uch as that of some offshoots of the blond type 
in parts of the Mediterranean region and that of the dark Jew or 
offshoot of the Mediterraneans in northern Europe, has not been 
potent enough fully to efface either the blondness or darkness, though 
there has not been a complete preservation. There are, however, 
no sharp lines of demarcation, no break of continuity, between the 
blond and medium, or the latter and the dark type; even where 
purest they pass on the boundaries imperceptibly into each other. 

But due to original individual variation in the grade of the de- 
pigmentation, and to the great mixings of the European peoples 
before and especially within historic times, a large majority of the 
people of everj" larger country, and even district, retain some of the 
old differences in these respects or have lost more or less their one- 
time purity. A great majority of the present population of Europe 
are mixed bloods — within the limits of the white race — and the 
mixtures have played havoc with pigmentation. 

Yet the effect of the mixings in relation to pigmentation has been 
simple enough, consisting merely of an addition by the darker parent 
of so much melanin — or more strictly of so much more tendency to 
form melanin — to the progeny. In the blonds this tendency has been 
largely lost; in the mediums and darks partly to largely preserved; 
in the mixtures of darker strains with lighter it becomes more or less 
restored, and in consequence the progeny will show in varying de- 
grees a darker pigmentation than the light parent. By admixture 
with a darker line the blond strain returns more or less toward its 
ancestral pigmented condition. Whether any of the first or second 
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generation of the mixed progeny may, through a Mendelian form of 
heredity, be born once more pure light, medium, or dark, as were their 
parents or grandparents, is not yet definitely known, but the plainly 
evident results of the mixture between different types of pigmen- 
tation is a large variety of intermediaries. 

The effects of such mixtures are not manifested in the same way 
in all the involved parts. The skin-hair-eye pigmentation behaves in 
a large measure as a unit, but in interbreeding not infrequently this 
complex becomes more or less dissociated and its components enter 
into differing combinations with the pigmentation factors provided 
by the other germ cell. The skin, hair, and eyes show somewhat 
different tendencies in these directions. 

In the skin the usual result of a mixture of two types of color is a 
uniform change, but the grade of this change may show considerable 
differences in different members of the resulting famil3^ There are, 
however, also cases of irregular “ blends.*’ The^e may be witnessed 
occasionally in the admixtures of the white with the negro, and, 
probably more frequently than we are generally aware of, in the 
mixtures of darks and lights among the white people. The darker 
firain manifests itself in the form of more or less marked irregular 
areas or patches, or in larger or smaller freckles.” Permanent 
freckles have much more significance than they have hitherto re- 
ceived, and even passing freckles may occasionally have a phy- 
logenetic rather than mere ontogenetic or casual significance. The 
characteristic freckled “ Scotch skin ” is much more probably a 
record of admixture of a darker with a light type in the past, than a 
sun effect, or a meaningless individual, or tribal peculiarity. 

The hair in mixture behaves much like the skin. Generally the 
result is a “ blend,” or rather increased pigmentation more or less 
over that of the lighter parent. But not infrequently in mixed 
progeny with the lighter shades of hair, particularly in females 
where due to the length of the hair the conditions may be more easily 
appreciated, there may be detected strands of darker or lighter hair 
than the majority. An imperfect blend seems also to exist in some 
of the “ sanch" ” or “ rusty ” reds. Individual tufts or locks of black 
or white hair are anomalies, though they may rim in families. 

The organs in which the most varied and interesting conditions 
result in consequence of mixture are, however, the eyes. The original 
human eye was probably hazel (or medium brown) to dark brown. 
Ail the primates, all the colored races of man, and a considerable 
proportion as yet of the whites have brown eyes. Such eyes in earlier 
times ^^ere doubtless associated with dark hair as well as a darker 
skin. But under the already discussed environmental conditions of 
northwestern Europe, acting through thousands of years, the pro- 
tective brown pigment, no longer needed, was eliminated until it 
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disappeared from the eyes, nearly disappeared from the skin, and 
was greatly diminished in the hair. The result so far as the visual 
organ was concerned was the blue eye, which became fixed by heredity. 
The blue eye, as already noted, is not an eye wholly without pigment — 
that condition is present only in the eye of the full albino; neither 
is it an eye with any special pigment. But wdiatever pigment is 
present in the blue eye is located only in the posterior columnar 
epithelium cells of the iris, whereas in gray, brown, and the so-called 
black eyes pigment is found also in branching connective tissue cells 
interspersed between the bundles of connective tissue that form the 
substance or stroma of the iris, and even in the endothelial cells on the 
front of the iris. 

If an unmixed blue-eyed person marries one with brown eyes, the 
result, as shown in the color of the eyes of the progeny, may be one 
of several distinct conditions. In a small number of cases of such 
progeny, taken at large, it will be seen that the brown pigment owed 
to the darker mate has been distributed uniformly throughout the 
iris, and, according to its quantity, instead of a blue eye we shall have 
grays,” possibly some “ greens,” and light browns, the latter of which 
in a strong light may show a greenish tinge. But in the large ma- 
jority of cases the distribution of the brown pigment in the iris will 
be more or less localized, and we shall have a bluish (never perfectly 
blue), grayish, or greenish eye with a brown ring or area about the 
pupil, or brown specks or spots scattered over the iris, with a closer 
aggregation about the pupil. These cases constitute the large cate- 
gory of mixed ” eyes which are encountered in the central and north 
European peoples of the present time, and which are very common 
among Americans, 

CLASSIFICATION. 

A detailed investigation on pigmentation in a highly complex popu- 
lation, such as that of the United States, offers, due to the conditions 
enumerated above, some difficulties. There are a large number of 
shades in the color of the skin and hair which pass into each other 
without any lines of demarcation, and in the case of the eyes there 
are numerous mixtures that are not always easy of characterization. 
A correct appreciation and recording of the true conditions requires 
good eyesight in the observer, proper light, distance, and exposure 
(skin) in examination, a careful effort at distinguishing the true 
conditions, and the simplest possible thoroughly understood scheme 
of classification. Fortunately extreme details, except in some special 
researches, are not necessary, and the many shades met with may 
be grouped into a few categories that are not only sufficient for 
ordinary scientific purposes, but are also readily intelligible to the 
nonscientific man. 
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The most practical classification for white people of the American 
type as found by the writer, both through considerable experience in 
examination as well as in the analysis of the obtained records, and one 
which was therefore used throughout in these studies, is as follows : 

Pigmentation. 

SKIN. 

j 1 

Light (Wond, pale-rosy). Medium (all between light and j Dark (swarthy, dusky). 

dark). | 


irAiR. 


Lights proper •. Light hroion i 

Medium (me- , 

D ark (dark ( Black. 

(blond, yellow (not blond). 

dium brown, 

brown, dark, 

and golden, 

medium 

near black), i 

light brown, 

dark). 


near blond). i 


1 


I (sandy light, 

I brick, salmon, 
dark, or chest- 
nut red). 

I 


Pure lights, blue (pure, light, medium, deep); ' Intermediates, mixed (brown spots, • Pure browns (light, 
green (pure); gray (pure). I splotches,ring, ortinge, inlights; ' medium, dark). 

! in browns, plain tinge of gray or f 
I greenish). 


In general the pigmentation of the parts examined shows consid- 
erable conformity. A light skin will be associated with blond or 
yellow hair and light to medium blue or greenish eyes ; red hair goes 
generally with a light to pale rosy skin and a light to medium blue 
or greenish or mixed eye ; and a dark brown eye is invariably asso- 
ciated with dark to black hair while the skin will range from slightly 
brunet to dark. As a rule also the unmixed medium and dark types 
breed true, the lights producing lights and the darks, darks, though 
the range of exact shading in each is fairly extended. But those with 
medium pigmentation seem less stable and harmonious, and the 
usually large category of mixtures presents frequent smaller or 
greater disharmonies and irregularities. 

COLOR OF SKIN. 

The observations on the skin in the present studies, extended to 
200 Old American ’’ males and 250 females without selection. The 
gross results are as follows:® 

® It is Bclf-evidcnt that noninstrumental observations such as these, however carefully 
made, can not claim mathematical precision, and would probably differ slightly from 
observer to observer ; but these differences, with equally instructed students, could not b*^ 
great enough materially to affect the general results. 
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Color of skin. 




Males (200). i 

Females (250). 

Skin. 


1 1 

: Number j 

of \ Per cent, 
i subjects. ' 

Number 

of 

subjects. 

Per cent. 

Light (perceptibly lighter than medium) 


1 

.5 

13 

1 5. 2 

Medium 


135 

G7. 5 

18S 

75. 2 

Swarthy (perceptibly darker than medium) 



27.0 

42 

; 16.8 

Scotch^' (freckly), othervnse medium 


9 

} 

4.5 

7 

2.8 


The above figures show that in a little over seven-tenths of the 
cases in men and in over three- fourths of the women the color of the 
skin of the Old Americans may be classed as medium ; that, particu- 
larly in the males, there is in health but a small proportion of lights, 
but that a very appreciable minority possess skin that, while far 
from really dark, is perceptibly “ swarthier ” or darker than the 
medium. 

There is throughout the series a somewhat greater inclination 
toward pigmentation of the skin among the males than among the 
females. This to some extent is probably connected with more ex- 
posure among the males, but it does not seem to be due to this alone. 
The whole showing is rather noteworthy, for, as will be seen pres- 
ently, it is not paralleled by the pigmentation of other features. 

A study of the correlation of the skin color with that of the hair 
and eyes gives results that are very interesting. There were recorded 
one light ” skinned male and thirteen females, and the correspond- 
ing hair and eve colors were: 

Correlation of color of hair and eyes with the color of the skin in Old Ayjiericans. 




LIGHT SKIN. 




1 


; 

Hair. 



Eyes. 

Num- ' 
ber. 1 

Skin perceptibly lighter than 
medium. 

' Blonds. ' 

_i 

, i 

Reds. ' 

1 

Light 
brown. ' 

Light 

blue. 

j 

i Grayish 
Medium i or 

blue. , greenish 
blue. 

i 

1 1 

Male 


1 

1 ' 

1 


13 

Females 

6 

4 

3 . 

- 

5 ! 5 

14 

j Subjects, per cent 

43 

' 28. 5 

28.5 

2S.5 

u5. 7 35. 7 


All the subjects with light skin are, it is seen, blonds or near blonds, 
with a few reds. There appears therefore to be a positive correlation 
between a lighter than ordinary skin and light hair and eyes. Where- 
ever there is a subpigmentation of the skin, there is also in our sub- 
jects a feeble pigmentation of the eyes and hair. But the rule does 
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not work both ways — subjects with light hair and eyes do not always 
or even very oiten have also a lighter than medium epidermis. 

On the other side of the “ medium ” we have the more or less 
swarthy, du^ky, or faintly tawny skins, and the correlation of hair 
and eyes with these discloses some curious conditions. 

Correlation of color of hair and eyes icitJi the color of the skin in Old Americans, 

DARKER SKIN. 


Num- Skin perceptibly darker than 
ber. medium. 


Hair. 



Eyes. 

' Lights, 

Me- 

dium. 

Dark 

to 

black. 

Reds. 

Lights 

(blue, 

gray, 

green- 

ish, 

mixed). 

Browns. 



Light 

brown. 

Dark 

.t') 

' (2) 

(IG) 

(37) 

i 

1 (34) 

(7) 

(12) 

(2) 


3. 6 

29.1 

67.3 


' 61.8 

12.7 

21.8 

3. 6 

42 Eeniales 

(1) 

i (8) 

i 

: (33) 

1 

' M21) 

(3) 

(13) , 

(5) 


2. 4 

' 19 

1 78. G 


50 

7.1 

31 1 

11.9 

97 , Subjects, per cent 


24.7 

1 2 


56.7 

10.3 

25.8 : 

7.2 


i ( I 


I Mostly *‘iiuxed” (blue or greenish or grayish v^hth more or less marked traces of brown). 

The above shows that in the darker persons there exists a very 
marked correlation between the color of the skin and that of the 
hair. There are no “ blonds ” in the men or women with darker skins 
and unexpectedly also no “ reds,’’ which points to a rather close 
relation of these shades; and there is a very large proportion of 
darks to black. Also, throughout, there is an evident tendency 
toward more darkness of hair and eyes in the females than in the 
males, which, however, as will be shown below, does not apply alone 
to this class of cases. 

As to the eyes, the correlation of their color with that of the skin 
is plainly less than with the hair. A good proportion of both men 
and women with a darker skin and dark hair have blue, greenish, 
gray, and especially mixed eyes ; but there is also a considerable pro- 
portion of browns, much above that in the Old Americans at large. 
The women show again a greater tendency in this direction — they 
have less “ lights ” and light browns, but decidedly and progressively 
more medium and dark browns. Why this should be so is not yet 
quite clear, but we shall return to the phenomenon, which seems to be 
generalized among all whites, on another occasion. 

The above correlations between brunet skin and the color of the 
hair and eyes may be shown still more clearly by comparing the 
percental representation of the different classes of shades of the hair 
and eyes in those with swartliy skins to the whole number of subjects 
in our series : 
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Color of hair and eyes in subjects with skin perceptibly darken' than medium 
compared with that in the senes at large. 

{Percental relation to proportion in the whole series.] 


1 Hair. 

Eyes. 

j 

1 Light 

, Blonds/ Reds. ^rown ; ; Dark^to 

1 blond). , 

Blue, ! 

green, ‘ Light 
gray, brown, 

mixed. 

Aledium Dark 
brown. brown. 

Alales 1 22 5S 279 74 , 310 

Females 1 24 ' 44 262 65 203 

225 124 

209 243 


Among those with darker skins there are, in respect to hair, no 
blonds or reds, only a little over one-fifth as many light browns, and 
approximately one-half as many medium browns as in the Old Ameri- 
cans taken as a whole, but nearly three times as many darks to blacks. 
As to eyes, the darker-skinned show one -fourth to one-third less 
lights but more than twice as many browns, two to three times as 
many light browns, over twice as many mediums, and over once to 
twice and a half as many darks. A greater tendency to eye pigmenta- 
tion is once more apparent here in the Avomen. 

The meaning of these conditions tends to be that a normally 
darker skin in the American and doubtless otlier whites is generally 
an expression of not a localized but a systemic tendency toward 
darker pigmentation, and as such is probably of phylogenetic rather 
than ontogenetic significance: tliat it is, in other words, a survival 
of a darker ancestiy rather than an individual peculiarity. Just how 
much more or less of the darker skins there are in the Old Americans 
than among other Avhites we shall only be able to tell from similar 
'Studies among these other groups. 

The ‘^Scotch skin” is a medium white skin Avith numerous light 
and rather large and irregular freckles” on the exposed parts. On 
the face these freckles ” extend to the forehead. It is highly charac- 
teristic of a proportion of persons of Scotch derivation and that 
among the Old as Avell as recent Americans. The subject deserA^es a 
detailed study of its OAvn. As already mentioned, there is a strong 
indication that these freckles ” are merely the remnants of a darker- 
skinned strain admixed in the dim past into the Scotch iieople. 

THE HAIU. 

The records on pigmentation of the hair are much more numerous 
and comprehensive than those on the skin. They apply to 1,000 men 
and 914 women. 

Tlie method, based on considerable experience and preliminary 
Avork, Avas to subdivide the large range of ( olors into as few ns pos- 
sible definite Hasses, and then to use common sense, with good indirect 
1012.57—23 30 
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light, plenty of time, and due care, in determining the shade. In 
general this method is preferable to that of comparing the hair with 
given standards, for that takes longer and among such a mixed popu- 
lation as ours we would never have enough standards. It is true that 
it is not easy in such a visual method to get rid of all personal equa- 
tion, but the amount of such an equation may be very much reduced 
and be rendered practically insignificant by due instruction or under- 
standing of the subject, with practice. The final classification of the 
shades is not arbitrary, IVe begin with the safe units of “ black, ” 
decidedly light, ’’ and unmistakably red. This leaves a large cate- 
gory of intermediate grades, all of which fall, however, into three 
subdivisions, namely, light brown (not blond), medium (or medium 
brown’’), and dark (or “dark brown”). -A large majority of cases 
will readily and unmistakably be placed in one or another of these 
classes by every properly instructed observer. This will leave, as pos- 
sible sources of error, only the transitional shades, for there are be- 
tween none of the colors any definite lines of demarcation. These 
cases, with a careful student, Avill amount to a^^proximately 10 per 
cent with the blonds, 20 per cent with the light browns (not blond) , 
mediums, darks, and reds, and 5 per cent with the blacks. lAHien we 
add to this that by the law of chance, other things (such as the train- 
ing of the observers, etc.) being equal, as many of the “ uncertains ” in 
each category will be recorded right as wrong, and that those re- 
corded wrong in one class will be counterbalanced by the wrongs of 
the next, it may be seen that unless there is a lack of due instruction, 
negligence, or the development of some special bias on the part of 
an observer, his records on any large series of individuals will be 
substantially correct and comparable Avith those of all other similarly 
instructed and careful workers. That this is so may be shown in 
our series in Virginia. In a camp of the U. iS. Corps of Engineers, 
near Charlottesville, after due initiation the Avork was left in the 
hands of Dr. Robert Bennett Bean, of the UniA ersity of Virginia. 
The results, except for a slight difference Avhich deA^eloped in record- 
ing the eye colors, were practically identical Avith those of the author 
as far as the latter applied to the same territory. 

The study of hair color among the Old Americans fully confirms 
previous obserA ations on the change in the color of the hair Avith age. 
Except in those Avith the darkest shades the hair in general shows 
from infancy on to adult life and in many cases even through a part 
of the adult life, a progiessive darkening. The lightest hair in an 
infant may thus eA^entually ])ecome light, medium, or even fairly 
dark-broAvn though not black. EA^en the red hair darkens or loses 
its purity. The golden also is unstable. A small series of near-adults 
found b\ the aa riter among the teachers shows, as will be shoAvn later 
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on, a very percei^tibly higher grade of lightness than that of the fully 
adult of the same class. In some persons the darkening of the hair 
seems to progress until the time when the first traces of graying (in 
individual hairs) commences. This progressive darkening of the hair 
has been observed in all white people with hair lighter than black. Its 
causes are not yet well understood. It means, of course, a progres- 
sively greater production of the hair pigment, but whether this is due 
to environmental stimuli, metabolic changes, or phylogenetic influ- 
ence, is not as yet determined. There are decided individual varia- 
tions in this respect, and possibly also sexual, locality, and other 
differences. The whole subject deserves a separate, deep-going in- 
vestigation. 

Our records on the distribution of hair color among the Old 
Americans, as finally tabulated, are as follows : 


Old Americans : Color of hair. 


i 

1 

i 

Lights 

proper. 

1 

Light 1 
brown (not 
blond), i 

Medium 

(medium 

brown). 

Darks 
(dark, dark 
brown, near 

1 black). 

1 

1 

Black. 

Reds- 

Males (1,009) 

Females (914) 

Per cent. : 
5.3 

6.9 

Per cent. 

16 

14.2 ■ 

Per cent. 

50 ' 

42.9 

1 Per cent, 

25 

1 29. S 

Per cent. 

1,1 

1.3 

Per cent, 

2.6 

4.9 


These figures are striking in more than one respect. Over three- 
fourths of the adult Old Americans have hair ranging from medium 
to dark and black, while but one in 14.5 among the females and one 
in near 16 among the males is in hair truly blond. The females, as 
contrasted with the males, show a few more blonds and more reds, 
but also more darks, vrhile the males give a predominance of the 
lighter and medium shades of brown.® The females sIioav the greater 
diversity. 

An even closer insight into the conditions is, however, possible. 
The following data give us the more detailed colors : 


Old Arncr icons: Color of hair, details. 



Lights proper. 1 ' j ! 



Blond. 

i nigm j I , i 

(near i 

jel.ow. 1 1 

Reds. 

Males 

Per cent. 

! 1.2 

1 

1 ' ] 

Per cent. Per cent . , Per cent. Per cent. [ Per cent. Per cent. ' Per cent. 
(k 6 , 3. 5 ^ , 25 L 1 j 2. 6 

4.4 U.2; 42.9 i 29.8 1.3 4 9 

i ; ; 

Females 



« It goes without saying that all possiI*!o rare was exorcised not to include any cases 
of hair chant;oa artificially. Fortunately this is not frequent in this class of people 
except perhaps among some of the older persons where the object is to musk gravness 
and simulate the natural sbad*‘. 
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The golden and yellow among the females are seen to be more 
than twice, the near-blonds once and a half, as frequent as in the 
males. The males, as seen before, predominate in the submedium 
and medium brown. In the darker shades the females have a larger 
representation than the males, and this domination, as will be seen 
later on, is of significance. It may also be stated in this connection 
that the reds in the females are mostly the more or less golden reds 
and again the darker reds. 

All the above establishes the facts that; (1) The Old Americans 
are, so far as hair color is concerned, only exceptionally blond, but 
commonly medium to brunet; and that the females show a greater 
proportion of golden, near-blonds, and reds, but also of dark browns 
and blacks, than the males. The males are more intermediate. Pos- 
sibly there is in the females a clearer show of varied ancestral condi- 
tions, while the males show greater blend. 

Tested by subdivisions of 100 or more, the above data hold fairly 
good, so that they may probably be regarded as practically a true 
expression of the conditions among the territorially mixed Old Ameri- 
cans in the eastern half of the United States. But in localities where 
some definite group of immigrants has settled, such for example as 
the Scotch, Pennsylvania Dutch, etc., the conditions will differ in har- 
mony with the original pigmentation of the group. The ancestral 
influence appears every ay here to be very tenacious. 

The above results indicate that blondness is not characteristic of 
the Old Americans. There is in addition but a modest proportion 
of reds and Aery few true blacks. Half of the people are medium, 
three-quarters are medium to dark- and black-haired. The affinity 
of the Old Americans Avith the Xordic blonds is seen from this to be 
rather secondary, unless substantial changes in the direction of 
greater pigmentation have been realized in the Americans since their 
sojourn on this continent — which, hoAvever, as will be seen later, is 
contradicted by facts. 

The records on the two sexes show, it was seen, interesting differ- 
ences, though the total amount of pigmentation in the two sexes is 
about the same. The women evidently preserA^e better the different 
ancestral conditions from which the mixture represented now by the 
Old Americans arose, while the men shoAA- more fusion, more blend. 
Similar facts, including the preponderance of the darker shades in 
the females, have been observed elseAvhere. The English obserAxrs 
in particular have shoAvn that the Avomen of Great Britain tend to be 
darker than the men. From Beddoe's data, Parsons' found that 
among the English the females Avere, accoi^ding to regions, darker 
haired than the men Ijy from O.G to 6.5 per cent. Fleure and James® 

.T. Anthrop UUo. r., 100 -if 57 . Sot" also Beddoe, J. — Anthropological History of 

Europe, 1012 f d„ OS. 

» J. Anthrop, Inst., 1010, XEVI, 49. 
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found similar conditions — that is, a greater predominance of darks 
among the females than among the males — in Wales ; and Gray with 
Tocher ^ in Scotland. The latter have also shown further by their 
studies on Scotch children that the greater darkening of the 
females is a postnatal, or rather postinfantile, phenomenon. 

For purposes of sexual as well as grouj^al or racial comparison, it 
would be veiT convenient if it were possible to reduce the different 
classes of hair color to approximate numerical values. It seems well 
worth while to make an attempt in this direction, T^t us take pig- 
mentless hair as 0, black hair as 100, and medium hair as 50. It will 
then be reasonable to assign to the Light-brown ” (not blond) class 
the mean value of ^2o and to the light or blond (with golden, yellow, 
and light-brown near blond) that of 12.5 ; while the “ Darks will 
be 75. For red hair, the most difficult to gauge, we may perhaps 
assume the mean value of 35. These values, which are not as arbi- 
trary as they might seem, will be seen better in a little table : 

A^^siimed values of hair colors. 


Lights proper (blonds or near) 12.0 

Light brown (not blond) 25 

Medium 50 

Dark 'To 

Black 100 

Red 35 


If now the records on hair pigmentation be presented in these 
values, we obtain the following: 

Old Americans: Units of hair pigmentation. 

[Per 1,000 subjects,] 

Shade Males. Females. 


Lights proper 

Light brown (uot blond) 
Medium 


Dark. 

Black 

Reds. 


0G2 ' 862 

4,025 3,550 

25,000 21,450 

13,750 22,350 

1,100 , 1,300 

910 1,715 


50,447 51,227 


-Males : Females :: 100 : 101.5. 

The females are on the whole approximately 1.5 per cent darker 
than the males. This proportion will naturally differ with region 
as the actual records differ, but the female always shows a greater 
total. 


» J. Anthrop. Inst., 1900, XXX, 109. 
^oibid., 115. 
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REGIOXAL DIFFEREXCES. 

Attention was given from the start of the studies to possible indi- 
cation of regional differences in pigmentation, especially betTveen the 
North and the South ; but nothing striking or definite became mani- 
fest in this direction. What differences do exist became axiparent 
onl}^ after the data were reduced to percentages. The results are 
shown in the following table : 


Reffional distrlhution of hair color 

in the Old 

Americans. 


MALES. 





Ro-^ion. 

Lights ; 

; flights 1 ; 

I - Medium. 

! light ! 
brown). 1 

t ! 

1 

1 

1 Dark.s : 
I (dark to 
black). 

Reds. 

i 

Xew England! (65) 

26. 1 

55.4 

2 16. 9 

1.5 

Middle East and mixed (449) 

22.4 ’ 

45.2 

29.6 

1 2.7 

South (District of Columbia and southward) (369) 

22. 3 

4S 

j 27.1 

! 2.7 

Appalachians (Tennessee and neighboring) (126) 

12.7 

69.8 

15. 1 

2.4 

FE:^[ALES 





Xevv England (41) 

39 

34.1 1 

2 26.8 


East and mixed (339) 

21 

37.2 

36.3 

,>.G 

South (534) 

19. S 

47.2 

28. 1 

4.9 


BOTH SEXES. 


j BloQds 
I and mod- 
1 erately 
: light. 


iledium. 


Dark , Medium ' 
(to and I 
black). ' dark. ; 

! I 


Red. 


New England ( 106 ) 32.6 44. S , 21.9 I (66.7) 0.7 

Middle east and mixed (7b.b) 21.7 41.3 , 32.9 (74.2), 4.1 

South (903) 21.1 47. 6 i 27. 6 . (75.2) ' 3.7 

. , __ ^ ^ 

1 All American ancestor;, of the subject lived in the region lieiegn en, not merely the individual recorded 

2 No blacks. 


The regional differences in hair color, it can be seen from the 
above figures, are not very material, yet there are differences, and in 
a measure, as to between North and South, they bear out the common 
notion. In both sexes among the “Yankees” there is a larger pro- 
portion of lights and a somewhat smaller percentage of darks than 
in the South. The hair among the Old Americans of the South may 
therefore be said to be less frequently blond and somewhat more 
frequently dark than that of the same class of the population in the 
New England region. But the Old Americans of the Middle East 
and of mixed- State X)arentage agree very closely with those of far- 
ther showing, if anything, even a good trace more of darks, 

though if we take the mediums and darks together the proportions 
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are almost identical. In all the regions it is noticeable the females 
present a larger proportion of darks than the males, indicating a 
deep-rooted tendency in this direction. In the New England States 
there appear also more female than male blonds and less interme- 
diates. The females show less intermediates throughout the series. 

A very interesting locality group is that of the more northern 
Appalachian mountaineers. They show the least lights as well as 
darks and by far the most intermediates of any of the groups. This 
is in all probability the result of a more thorough intermixture, due 
to interbreeding. The mountaineer, as long as he remains in the 
mountains, marries almost invariably in the mountains. The group 
affords a good indication of what would very likely eventually take 
place in the whole body of Old Americans were there no mixture 
from outside of their own circles. 

Our conclusions may be summarized in the statement that the 
ordinary conception of the southern Americans being darker than 
the Yankees ” or New Englanders is sustained to but a moderate 
extent; that there is no appreciable difference, as relates to hair color, 
between the southern and Old Americans at large, but that more 
isolated groups in the South and possibly also in the North may be 
expected to show more or less exceptional conditions, according to 
ancestry and grade of intermixture or inbreeding. 

RED HAIR. 

Tlie subject of red hair, like that of age changes in hair color, is 
not yet fully understood and needs a thorough reinvestigation. The 
two prevailing theories are first “that it is a variant of fair hair 
because it so often accompanies a freckled skin and light eyes; the 
other that it shows a mixture between a light and a dark race” 
(Parsons, o. c., 182). The English records “seem to help both theo- 
ries * * * Scotland and the north of England are the fairest 

parts of the kingdom, and it is there that red hair is most marked, 
but it is also well marked in Wales and in parts of Ireland, especially 
Kerry, where the nigrescence is very high.” 

From the English records it would appear that there is no regular 
sex difference in the proportion of redness. In G6 locality groups 
(Beddoe's observations). 30 show a larger percentage of reds in the 
females, 32 in males, and in 4 the proportion was equal. The whole 
group of Beddoe's males gives a red hair percentage of 4.4, the equally 
large group of females 4.9. From the same data Parsons finds that 
“ red hair is more common in the upper than in the lower classes,” 
to which he adds (o. c., 182) that according to his own observations 
not only is red hair commoner in the upper classes, but that these 
classes have also an altogether lower index of nigrescence ; in other 
words, are less pigmented than the lower. 
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In the course of the study on the Old Americans the impression 
grew that the category of “ red hair ” is not wholly homogeneous, and 
that it 2 )robably includes more than one related condition. There are 
“ reds ” in which the whole system participates in the phenomenon. 
The eyes are pale, light blue, or greenish, the skin is akin to the rosy 
skin of the albino, the breast areola is devoid of pigment, the mucous 
membranes are light red. Also these individuals are generally be- 
lieved to differ more or less mentally, as well as in their predisposi- 
tions to certain ailments, from the average of the population. And 
there are other “ reds,’’ generally of the darker shades in whom the 
rest of the system does not partici^^ate, or jjarticipates but little in the 
condition, is not 2 )eculiar, in other words, to any marked extent. It 
may be that tlie differences are merely those of degree ; we shall not 
know until the subject is exhaustively investigated by itself, A 
study of the blood may one day help to clear matters. 

Ked hair, or at least some of it, also changes with age. Some such 
hair grows nearer to broAvn, loses in luster and beauty and loses the 
gold of the red : while some simply darkens. 

A relation of red hair to the brown is veiy evident. Most brown 
hair in certain light shows a more or less marked trace of red, and 
the moustache of browm-haired men is generally more or less “ rusty,” 
that is, nearer red. A relation to the blonds is not apparent, except 
2 :)erhaps through the golden red. It is a golden red which accom- 
2:)anies all shades of color down to dark brown. On the whole, red 
hair seems to imply a jDartial loss of j^igment from the hair, a loss 
limited i)ossibly to the outer layers of hair cells. It is a phase of 
depigmentation, not a variant of blondness; and the red pigment, 
if it exists as such. ap 2 :)ears to be only a variant of the ordinary brown 
pigment. 

The relation of red hair to the color of the eyes will be dealt with 
later. The relation of red hair frequency to social status, as be- 
lieved to exist in England, did not become ajDj^arent among the Old 
Americans where there is little class distinction. Our highest group 
.-ocially {on the whole) gave for the men the frequency of 2.2, our 
lowest 2.0 per cent of red hair: while what could be taken as an 
intermediate groiq) showed 3.0 j^er cent. Geographically, the least 
red hair (men but 1 case, women 0) occurs in our series of the New 
England ^^tates; the most (men 2.7, women 5.6 per cent) in the 
Middle Eastern States and in those of mixed parentage from more 
than one State. 

hije colors la the red-hairecl. — An interesting inquiry was that into 
the association of eye colors with red hair. It is common laiowledge 
tiiat red hair is generally associated with light eyes, yet the matter 
seems never to have been subjected to a rigorous test. Our records 
disclose the following conditions: 
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Eye color in individuals with red hair. 
BOTH SEXES. 


Blue. 

Light. ! Medium. 

Deep. 

; ! 

Greenish. Grayish. Mixed. 

Brown. 

Light. ; Medium. 

Dark. 

% i % 

6. 2 ! 16. 9 

23.1 

i 

\.9 

i ^ 

1 6. 2 1 

1 j ' 

1 

j Lights, 37 j Alixed, 57 

1 . - ■ • 

1 Browns, 6 

i 




A little over one-third of the red-haired Old Americans have light 
eyes. A little less than a half of these (46 per cent of the group or 
17 per cent of the whole) are “ light eyes — light reds,” and to some- 
where near that extent only may we assume red hairedness to be di- 
rectly associated with blondness. In the rest of the cases with pure 
light eyes the hair was medium to brownish- or chestnut -red. 

A large proportion of the eyes in the red haired are mixed. In 
the whole series studied the proportion of mixed eyes was approxi- 
mately 48 per cent ; in the red haired it is 57 per cent, a plain ex- 
cess for the latter. This excess, as well as the whole proportion of 
mixed eyes in the red haired, points to the conclusion that red haired- 
ness is strongly associated with mixture of blonds and brunets ; that, 
in other words, it represents partial depigmentation or repigmenta- 
tion. 

In a small per cent of our cases red hair was associated with eyes 
that were pure medium brown. The hair ranged in these individuals 
from light -red and salmon -red to brown -red and chestnut -red. As 
the brown eye is believed to be dominant over the lights in mixtures, 
the mixtures of types in these cases may have remained occluded; 
but a partial depigraentation of the hair from any other cause might 
possibly have been sufficient. We should scarcely be justified, in 
other words, Avithout much further inquiry into the subject, in regard- 
ing red hair in the progeny of brunet parents as an absolute proof 
of admixture into the family of either a red or blond haired outsider. 

The conclusions concerning red hair may be briefly summarized 
as follows : 

(1) Eed hair appears to be merely a form of depigmentation (or 
partial repigmentation). 

(2) In traces and minor degrees it is a far more common condi- 
tion than generally appreciated. 

(3) In a large majority of cases it is connected with the mixture 
of light with darker types of individuals. 

(4) In a minority of cases it may probably exist without mixture 
as a variation in the direction of depigmentation (or partial repig- 
mentation). 
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(5) There are red-haired individuals in whom the depigmentation 
involves the whole system, approaching more or less albinism and 
an abnormal condition. 

(6) There is no line of demarkation between red hair and golden 
on one side and red hair and the different shades of brown on the 
other. 

ano:malies of hair pigmentation. 

Anomalies of hair pigmentation relate to uniformity in color and 
premature or delayed grayness. But little in these respects was no- 
ticed among the Old Americans, if we disregard slight to moderate 
irregularities in shading (lighter or darker strands). 

Two individuals, however, one male and one female, showed dif- 
ferent colored tufts (or locks) of hair. The female had a white 
lock in dark hair above the forehead ; the male a black tuft in other- 
wise uniform medium hair above the fore part of the right temporal 
region. In one female 45 years old most of the hair on the right 
side was medium brown, while the whole left side was (naturally) 
perceptibly darker. 

THE EYES. 

To properly gauge the eye color is a fairly simple matter in some 
grou^DS of the white race, such as the pure Xordics or the Mediter- 
raneans, but it becomes a difficult task in mixed strains, such as that 
of the English and es 2 :)ecially the Americans. 

To approach the subject properly we should be clear to start with 
on the elementary question as to what is eye color. The many shades 
of eyes to be met with, as with the hair, do not represent so many 
different pigments but only so many grades and varieties of pigmen- 
tation and depigmentation. The eye pigment, like that in the skin 
and doubtless also in the hair, is there for protection, and though it 
may not be strictly simple or homogeneous it behaves essentially as 
one pigment which is distributed in small granules in the lining and 
certain interstitial cells of the iris. The color of the iris is a reflec- 
tion of light according to the quantity, density, and distribution of 
the pigment granules. If these granules are in considerable quan- 
tity and distributed throughout the endothelial, interstitial, and even 
epithelial cells of the iris, the eye is brown to “black,” the shade 
differing with the total ([uantity and density of the granules. With 
the maximum quantity the eye is black, as in some negroes; on the 
other hand, as the quantity of the pigment decreases we have gradu- 
ally a lighter and lighter shade of brown until this passes into light 
brown, then grayish or greenish brown, then bluish or greenish 
gray, and finally, when no pigment remains in either the anterior 
lining or the interstitial cells of the iris, with but little in the endo- 
thelium, the eye is blue. 
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As in the skin and hair, so here again there are no lines of demar- 
cation between the various shades, and we must make a somewhat 
arbitrary classification. In this we may recognize to start with two 
great groups, the pure eyes and the mixed. The pure in their turn 
are capable of three subdivisions, the browns, the blues, and the lights 
other than blue (gray, greenish) ; and the browns and blues are 
further subdivisible each into the dark (or deep), medium and light. 
Intermediary tinges occur appearing different under varying condi- 
tions of light, health, and mental state, and can be classified only with 
difficulty. 

The “ mixed ” eye is strictly speaking a misnomer. It does not 
mean an eye with a mixture of any two distinct pigments, but an 
eye, resulting from a mixture of a brown-eyed with a lighter parent, 
in which the parental conditions are not well blended. If the eyes of 
the parents are different, the eyes of some of the progeny may show a 
darker or lighter blend of the parental colors ; the eyes of some may 
show one or the other parental shade dominating with the other 
in recession ; but the eyes of most of the children will bear traces of 
the mixture in an unequal distribution of the pigment derived from 
the darker parent.^^ It is these last eyes alone that the observer can 
designate as “ mixed.” 

The “ mixtures ” are of many kinds, but they are all characterized 
by some imperfection in the distribution of the brown. This may 
occur as a narrower or broader ring about the pupil; as a greater or 
lesser dispersion of broAvn s^iots, with an aggregation about the 
pupil : in the form of brown patches or stains of color over the iris, 
with lighter regions; and rarely in the form of a single lirown seg- 
ment radiating from the pupil to the periphery of the iris. 

From the above it will be seen that the only rational classifica- 
tion of eye color can be about as follows : 


EYE COLORS. 


(Largely) 

Depigmented, pure 


Pigmented 


Mixed 


[Light. 

Blues I Medium. 

[Deep, 

Gray. 

Greenish. 

Grayish-blue. 

Greenish-blue. 


'Light. 

Brown Alediiim. 


Black, or near 


[Dark. 

fdack. 


• Light brown. . . 

Gray 

Greenish or blue] 


iWith rings, spots, patches, areas, 
I stains, or segments of brown. 


The lavv.s of heredity in this connection are still under investisjation. See Davenport 

(C. B.) — Heredity of Eyi -Color in Man, Science, 1007, XXVT, oS9 ; Ilitrst (C. C.) On 

the Inheritance of L^e-Culer in Mun. pioe. U, Soc , lliUS, bO .8 ; Boas (Ileleno M.l In- 
heritance of Eye-Color in Man Am. J. Pbys. Ant hi op., 1910, II, 1,5-20. 
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All records on eye color, however carefully made, necessarily bear 
the following imperfections : A small number of the apparently pure 
light browns, and other-than-blue lights, will belong to the cate- 
gory of only apparently and unstably (in relation to progeny) pures; 
they are mixeds in which the mixture is not clearly perceivable. A 
small proportion of the medium browns will be in the same cate- 
gory. A superficial observation in addition will inevitably result 
in classing many of the mixeds as pures. The classes which are most 
free from error will be the pure blues and the darker browns, in 
which it will merely be a question of classification errors along the 
boundaries.' 

There have been many former attempts at a satisfactory classifi- 
cation of eye color, and several standards ’’ have been made by 
which to record these colors. Being largely empirical, however, 
none of them, neither classifications nor standards, are fully satisfac- 
tory. In the present studies reliance was placed on the above analysis 
of the colors, on due regulations of the procedure, on large practice, 
and on constant care. All eyes were examined in clear light, at the 
distance of best vision, the “ reading distance.” The use of artificial 
standards, after sufficient expertness was acquired, was found un- 
necessary and hindering rather than facilitating the examination. 

With all the above regulations and i:)recautions it is certain that 
the results on eye color here recorded are still imperfect: though 
they are probably as near correct as they can be made under present 
conditions. 

The number of records on eye color among the Old Americans is 
the same as that on the hair, namely, 1,009 males and 914 females; 
and the total data show the following results : 


Old Americans: Color of eyes. 


, Pure 
j lights. 


Mixed. 


Pure 

brown*'. 


' Per cent ' Per cent . ; Per cert. 

Males 31 ! 52.5! 10 5 

Females (914) 34.1 55.9 | 20 


More than half of the eyes among the Old Americans are mixed, 
in general, a light of some sort with specks, ring or other plain traces 
of brown ; approximately one-third in males and one-fourth in females 
are pure lights, and one-sixth in males with one-fifth in females are 
pure browns. The females have less pure lights and more browns, 
showing again the tendency towards somewhat greater pigmentation. 

The above data contrast in an interesting way with those on hair. 
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Old Americans: Contra>it of hair and eye color. 


Kair. 

Eyes. 

, 1 ; ^ 

Lights.i 1 Medium. ' Darks. 

1 ! 

Pure ; Titix-Pfl 1 
lights ; 

Pure 

browns. 

1 1 

; Fit cent ^ Percent. ' Percent. 

Females 22. 7 44. 6 i 32 7 

Per cent. Per cent. 

31 52.5 

24 1 55 9 

Per cent. 

16.5 

20 


1 To each category is added one-third of the reds 


There is seen to exist a marked general correspondence of lights 
with lights, medium hair with mixed eyes, and of darks with darks ; 
blit already these gross figures show more light eyes than light hair 
and more dark hair than dark eyes, indicating that on the whole 
the hair tends towards a greater pigmentation than tlie eyes. It is 
known that this tendency, while universal, is particularly notice- 
aide in certain districts or among certain racial groups in Eiiroiie. 
The Irish are a good example. 

Additional features of interest so far as the eyes of the Old 
Americans are concerned, are shown by a more direct classification: 


Old Aynericans: Color of eyca, details. 


! 

1 

Blues. 

Pure ligh 

ts. 

other lights. 

Mixed. 

Pure browns. 

j 

Light- 

1 

Medium. 

Deep. 

OreenLsh- 
blue and 
greenish. 

Grayish- 
blue and 
gray. 


Light. 1 Medium, i Dark. 

i 1 

Pe^cen*. 

' Percent. Percent. 

Percent. 

Percent. 

Per cent. 

Percent. Percent. Percent. 

Male-^ 7.9 

14 8 1 

1.1 

2. 2 

5 

52.5 

4.5 0.3 ' 2.7 

l*’omale:> 2. 9 

Ij 2 

1.0 

1 4 1 

1 

2. 7 

55. 9 

2 2 13. 8 i 4 


Light-blue eyes are more than twice as common in the males as 
in the females: the medium blues are about equal in the two sexes; 
the deep blues are nearly twice as frequent in the females as in the 
males. There is therefore a tendency in the males toward the 
lighter, in the females toward the darker shades of blue. This is 
in all probability connected with the general tendency of the females 
toward a greater eye pigmentation, which is shown very plainly by 
the browns. The females show also less of both the pure greenish 
and the grayish eyes, whicli most likely is equally due to the phe- 
nomenon just mentioned. 

We may Avell ask in this place just Avhy this tendency toward 
greater pigmentation in the female hair and eyes should exist. So 
far as the Avriter knows, while the fact has been recorded again and 
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again, no serious attempt has yet been made at showing the reason. 
Yet there must be reasons, and judging from the generality of the 
tendency, they are more likely to be of inherited than of environ- 
mental nature. 

These are the facts that may have a bearing on this question. In 
the section on skin pigmentation it was seen that the skin of the 
male is more frequently darker than medium than happens among 
the females; should this fact be substantiated elsewhere, we would 
be justified in assuming that the skin in the male takes care on the 
average of a somewhat larger quantity of the pigment produced in 
the body, while in the female, should she produce proportionately 
to her weight as much pigment as man, the surplus would be likely 
to go into the eyes and hair. In addition, the male discharges a sub- 
stantial quantum of pigment through his beard, moustache, and 
greater body hairiness, as well as through the hair of the head, for 
due to the frequent cuttings a man produces on the average more hair 
on his head than a female. All this disposes in the male of a consid- 
erable amount of the pigment formed in the body, so that if the sexes 
produced the same or nearly the same amount per pound of active 
tissue, there would be a surplus of pigment in the female which 
would inevitably, it seems, affect the pigmentation of both the eyes 
and the hair. There is no indication that there is any greater pro- 
duction of pigment in the female, but she differs slightly in the man- 
ner of its disposition and elimination. 

The relative pigmentation of eyes in the two sexes may also, as in 
the case of hair, be presented in the form of values. If the subject 
is carefully weighed it will be found that about the following ap- 
proximate values may be assigned to the different eye colors : 


Assumed values of cije eoJors. 

Pure lights : 

Blues — 

BisM 

Medium 

Deep 

Greenish 

Gray 

Mixed 

Pure browns : 

Light 

Medium 

Dark 


10 

20 

25 

15 

30 

50 


65 

75 

85 


Arranging our data on this basis, we obtain the following inter- 
esting results : 
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Units of eye pigmentation, 
[Per 1,000 subjects ] 


Shade. 


Male. Female. 


Pure lights; 
Blues- 
Light... 
Medium. 
Dark 


Greenish and greenish-blue. 
Gray and grayish-blus 


Mixed 

Pure browns* 

Light 

Medium. . 
Dark 


Total, 


790 

290 

2, 960 

3, 040 

275 

475 

4,025 

3,805 

330 

210 

1,500 

810 

5, So5 

4,825 

26, 250 

27,900 

2,925 

1,430 

6,975 

10,350 

2,295 

3,400 

12,195 : 

15, 180 

44,300 

i 47,905 


Eyes — Males : Females :: 100 : lOS.l. 

Hair— Males : Females :: 100 : 101.5. 

A few words only are necessaiy to supplement the above figures. 
The pigmentation of the eye among the females in the Old Ameri- 
cans is to that of the males as 108.1 to 100 ; the female eye in other 
words is approximately 8 per cent darker. The rest of the differences 
parallel what has already been shown by the simple ioercentages. It 
is interesting to observe that the differences in the eye pigmentation 
exceed those in the hair. The same phenomenon, as will be seen 
later, has been observed in England and is probably true elsewhere. 


REGIONAL DIFFERENCES. 

As with the hair, so with the eyes, the main interest as to regional 
differences in pigmentation attaches to the question of differences 
between the north and south. The following table shows these rela- 
tions : 

Regional distril)uti()n of eye (‘olor in the OM Amf rituins. 


Region. 


New England 

Middle East and mixed i 

South 

Appalachians (Tennessee and South) 


Both sexes together. 


Pure 

lights. 

Mixed. 

Pure 

browns. 

Per ce'it. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

32. 8 

48 1 

19.2 

24.4 

55.8 [ 

19.8 

30. S 

52 1 

17.2 

24.6 i 

62.8 1 

12.6 


1 Part ol forbears from Northern, part from Central, or Southern States. 
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The differences in eye color behveen the South and the North and 
between either of these and the Middle States are seen to be only 
slight, even less than with the hair. There are a few more lights, but 
also a few more browns among the Yankees than among the South- 
erners, but the differences are too small to be given any special sig- 
nificance. There is. however, as with the hair, a marked difference 
shown by the Appalachian mountaineers, among whom there are less 
pure lights, less pure browns, and a larger proportion of mixed shades. 
It was seen (p. 459) that precisely the same conditions were observed 
in this special group in relation to hair colors. 


CORPuELATION OP ETE AND HAIR COLOR. 


In order to make the presentation of the records here dealt with 
as clear as possible, it will be necessary to show, besides the separate 
data on hair and eyes, also the associations of conditions. Not every 
light eye is accompanied with light hair, thereby enabling us to class 
the subject as blond, nor every dark hair with a dark eye, giving us 
a well-marked brunet. There are many exceptions in fact to such 
associations. Conditions were found in brief, as follows : 


OJd Americans: Correlation in eye and hair piymentation, hoth 
(Percentage in round numbers.) 


Eyes. 

Hair. 

1 Lights. 

Medium. 

, Dark, Reds. 


1 

1 Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. ' Per cent. 

Pure lii^hts 

' .17. 5 

48 

12 ' 2. 5 

Mixed 

; 20 

.50 

26 4 

Pure brow'ns 

' 9.5 

43 

46 15 


Persons among the Old Americans with light eyes that show no 
mixture have in nearly two-fifths of their number also light hair, 
while in approximately one-half of the cases the hair is medium, 
and in nearly one-eighth it is dark. lied hair occurs, but in slightly 
lesser proportion than in the general average. 

Those with mixed eyes (lights with more or less marked traces of 
brown) have light hair in only one-fifth, medium hair in one-half, 
and dark hair in one-fourth of their number. In respect of both 
the light and dark hair they start, as might be expected, practically 
midway between the pure light-eyed and pure brown-eyed series. 
But they show more mediums, i. e., more blonds, and decidedly more 
reds. Ihe latter condition demonstrates the close association of, 
perhaps, as many as half of the cases of red hair with mixture of 
the lighter and the darker racial elements in the population. 
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The brown eyed show but a few light haired and these generally 
of the least blond variety ; they have — somewhat less frequently than 
either the light or the mixed eyed — hair of medium shade ; but they 
show in nearly half the instances dark hair to black. Also they show 
the least reds and those only in association with the lighter browns 
of the iris. 

Still further insight into these conditions may be obtained if the 
data are studied with a little more detail : 


Old Americans: Con elation of eye and hair pUj mentation, detaUs, hath sexes.^ 
(Percentage in round numbers.) 


E3'es. 


Hair. 


I Lights. 


! Medium. 


Darks. 


Pure lights: 

Blues- 

Light 

Medium 

Deep 

Other lights: 

Greenish and greenish-blue 

Gray and grayish-blue 

Mixed 

Pure browns; 

Light 

Medium 

Dark 


1 


cent ' 

Percent. 

Per cent. 

53 

43 

2.5 

35 

1 48 , 

li 

25 

50 

20 

31 

1 50 

15. 5 

34 

1 52.5 

13.5 

19.5 

50, 5 

25. 0 

22.0 

50 

27.5 

9.5 

50 

; 38 

4 

22.5 

73,5 


1 Reds need not be considered in this connection . 

The above figures show conditions very clearly. The lighter the 
blue eye the greater the proportion of light hair and the smaller 
that of medium and especially dark hair ; the deeper the blue, the leas 
light, the more medium, and especially the more dark hair. It is 
plain that there is a direct correlation between the depth of the blue 
in the iris and the amount of pigment in the hair. This corroborates 
the view that the pigment in the blue eye is not different from that 
in the brown eye, but is merely less in quantity and differently 
deposited. The greenish and grayish eyes, in relation to hair, are 
much like the medium blue, though showing somewhat more medium 
hair. Possibly they hide some mixtures. The brown-ej-ed show 
the same type of correlation as the blues — the darker the eye the 
less light, and even medium, and the more dark the hair. Those with 
dark-brown eyes have no blonds proper, but a few instances of light- 
brown — not blond— hair and less than one-fourtli of medium, but 
in nearly three-fourths the hair is dark to black. 

The above shows that in general the more pigment there is in the 
eye the more there is also in the hair. There are individual excep- 
101257—23 31 
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tions where the hair is lighter than the eyes, but they are not 
numerous, 

ANOMALIES OF EYE PIGMENTATION. 

Eye pigmentation shows occasionally interesting anomalies. They 
are limited to the mixed ” eyes, and seem to be more frequent 
in females. Also, most of them came from the Southern States, 
which, however, may be an accident. Those observed were as 
follows : 


Age. 

' Lncality. 

Hair 


Males: 




51 

Virginia 

Dark brown 

Mixed; right shows more brown than left. 

43 

do 

Medium brown.. 

; Eight greenish; left fine medium blue. 

43 

do 

Near black 

Right gray, traces brown; left, medium brown, 
traces gray. 

23 

Maryland 

Medium brown.. 

Right medium blue; left medium blue, traces 
brown. 

Females: 



! 

18 

Virginia ' 

Dark brown 

^klixed, right shows very perceptibly more brown 
than left 

18 

MLxed 

do 

' Idght blue, slight tinge of brovrn in left; more in 

1 right. 

25 

Virginia 

Light brown 

1 Right gray; Ze/flighter than right. 

30 

Mixed ' 

Medium brown.. 

j Gray; right traces brown, left pure. 

32 

do i 

do 

i Right dark brown; left greenish-brown. 

34 

Pennsylvania. 

Dark brown 

Right pure grayish-blue; left same, but with a 
speck of brown. 

45 

Virginia 

Golden brown... 

Right pure deep blue; left same with brown 


i ‘ patcii. 

Triangular wedges 
or segments:^ 

Females— 


24 do Medium brown. J 

! I 

24 North Carolina' do 

30 Virginia ' do 


Right pure medium blue; left same but with 
large segment of yellow brown. 

Light greenish; in left a nice wedge or segment 
of medium brown. s 

Medium gray; right shows a clear-cut wedge of 
medium brown. 


^ Beginning at a point on the inner and diverging toward the outer border of the iris. 

* Father has brown, mother hght eyes. 

No case was observed where one eye was brown and the other light, 
though one was learned of. 

The most interesting of the anomalies are the wedges or segments 
of brown in one of the otherwise pure and uniform light eyes. They 
remind one distantly of the eyes of lizards. The phenomenon is of 
course a sign of mixture, and probably also of a peculiar histological 
condition in the given iris. 

BLONDS AND BRUNETS. 

The terms blond’ and “brunet” are general items which have 
as 3^6 no scientificalh^ fixed meaning. As a result when two persons 
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and even two scientists speak of blonds and brunets their meaning 
may differ. 

“ Pure blonds ” may be defined as those persons who have flaxen, 
blond, golden, yellow, or light brown (near blond) hair, with pure 
(unmixed) light eyes. More ordinarily, or loosely, all those persons 
are regarded as “ blonds ” who have light hair of one or another of 
the above varieties, with light eyes, whether the latter are pure or 
would on close examination show traces of brown. And in a still 
more general way there may be classified as “ fair ’’ all those who have 
hair lighter than medium (including all reds except those of the 
darkest shades), with light eyes, whether the eyes are pure or would 
show a mixture on closer scrutiny. 

As to “ true brunets,” that class naturally comprises those with dark 
to black hair and medium to dark brown eyes. “ Apparent brunets ” 
would be all those with dark to black hair regardless of the color of 
the eyes. 

Those who do not enter into any one of the above classes are neces- 
saidly the “ intermediates.” 

If we arrange our records on tliis rational basis, we obtain the fol- 
lowing interesting showing ; 

Old Americans: Blonds and hrinirts. 


(Percentage in round numbers.) 



Pure 
blonds, i 

I 

Ordinaryi True 

blonds.i ' ^ ; brunets. 

1 ! 1 

Apparent 

brunets,* 

Interme- 

diates. 

Males (1,009) 

Per cent, 

3 

Per cent. \ Per cent. Per cent. 
5 ' 21 1 6. 5 

Per cent. 

26 

31 

Per cent. 

Pemales (914) 

3.5 

6, 5 24 11 

m. 

46 


I Includes of course the “pure blonds.” 
^Includes the pure and ordinary blonds. 
• Includes true brunets. 


The above table shows clearly that over one-half of the Old Ameri- 
can males and nearly one-half of the females are neither blonds nor 
brunets, but intermediates. True and even ordinary blonds are 
scarce, while true brunets are but little more frequent. Using the 
most general classificatiton we see that approximately but one-fifth 
of the males and one-fourth of the females may be classed as “ fair ” ; 
and a little over one-fourth of the males with a little over three- 
tenths of the females as “ dark ” or apparent brunets. The nature 
of these results is a good expression of ancestral light and darker 
types, with the latter probably slightly in predominance. 

The females, even better than in their separate determinations on 
the eyes and hair, show plainly somewhat more blonds and “ fairs ” 
and again more darks, with less intermediates ; thus preserving better 
than the males the ancestral conditions. 
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KEGIONAL DISTRIBUTION. 

The regional distribution of the blonds and brunets is shown in the 
next table : 


Old Americans : Blonds and brunets according to region, both sexes. 


(Percentage in round numbers.) 



1 Pure 1 
1 blonds, j 

1 

Ordinary; 
blonds 1 

“Fair .”2 

True 

brunets. 

; Apparent 
j brunets.® 

Interme- 

diates. 


1 , 

j Per cent. 

' Per cent. 

Per cent, i 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Per cent. 

New England (106) 

;[ (13) 

'{ 12 

(IS) 

17 

(32) 

30 

\ (4) 

! 4 

1 (22) 

! 21 

(52) 

49 

Eastern States and mixed State ancestry 

ij (29) ; 

(49) 

(171) ; 

j (83) 

(256) 1 

(361) 

(788) 

,|1 4 

6 

22 

1 10.5 

32 

46 

South (903) 

If (19) 

|l 2 

(38) 

4 

(211) 

1 

j (77) 

; 8.5 

(250) 

, 28 

(442) 

49 

Appalachians (126) 

i| (3) 

■|i .5 

(6) 

5 

1 (16) 

1 13 

1 

i 

1 1 

(19) 

15 

(91) 

72 


1 incJudes pure blonds. 

2 Includes pure and ordinary blonds. 
* Includes true brunets. 


It is seen that conditions appear with especial clearness in this 
form. New England stands well above the other groups in the pro- 
portion of blonds, and is also below all except the Appalachian group 
in the proportion of darks ; but it has as many intermediates as the 
South, and even a few per cent more than the East and mixed States. 

The South shows fewer true blonds than any of the other groups ; 
but the “ fairs ” in general are fully as common in the Eastern States 
as in the South, while brunets, both true and apparent, are even more 
numerous in the Americans of Eastern and mixed State ancestry than 
in those of the South. 

The Appalachian group is, as has already been shown, quite excep- 
tional, showing but few blonds and even “ fairs,” but few brunets, 
and a very large proportion of intermediates. 

The relative darkness of the Old Americans of the Eastern States 
and of mixed State ancestry i^ not easy to explain, but they have, 
doubtless, more Dutch and German and also Irish ancestry, which 
may account for the showing. 


COMPARATIVE. 

The interest of the results of the observations on pigmentation that 
form the subject of this paper would be much enhanced could we con- 
trast them with observations on Americans at large and on related 
peoples. An ideal condition would be if we could also compare them 
with similar data on the early representatives in America of the fami- 
lies involved, as the present data may- perhaps eventually be com- 
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pared with those on the Americans of the future, but we have no old 
records of this nature. 

The ancestors of the Old Americans, as apparent from the infor- 
mation given the examiner, were ver}^ largely, probably more than 
four-fifths, immigrants from the British Isles. They were English, 
Welsh, Scotch, Scotch-Irish, with a scattering of Dutch, French 
(Huguenots), Irish, and German. In the absence of old American 
records on pigmentation it would in the second line be most desirable, 
therefore, to have such data from the seventeenth to nineteenth cen- 
turies from Great Britain, but these are also wanting. All that is 
available are data on the English-speaking people from this and the 
latter part of the last century, and even these we can use only to a 
limited extent, the observations having been made and recorded in a 
different manner. As to data from Holland, Germany, or other 
countries, they could hardly be of help in this connection. 

As to data on Americans in general, there are only the very im- 
perfect records of the Civil War, and those equally imperfect ob- 
tained during the demobilization after the end of the World War. 
In neither case were the ol'^servations made by scientific or properly 
trained men. Baxter (vStatistics, etc., I, 60 ) says of those in the Civil 
War: “The instructions given to surgeons of boards of enrollment 
were framed with a view to the speediest achievement of the object 
of the draft, and not to the acquisition of anthropological facts. 
Thence arose defects in the data, from a scientific point of view, which 
have often been regretted during the preparation of this work.” 
The “Army Anthropology” volume of the World War^^ charitably 
says nothing about the actual method of securing the data, though it 
would have been better to make a straightforward statement. It may 
suffice to say that the actual examinations and recording, though 

*■ _ a" C3 

under the general supervision of good men, had to be made in this 
case after a brief and insufficient instruction, and often under stress 
and hurry, by numbers of unselected men from the ranks assigned 
for the “ work ” by the officers of the camps ; men who had no heart in 
the work, who had never done anything similar, were unacquainted 
with the metric system, had inaccurate instruments as well as 
classification, and were often seen by the writer, who specially visited 
some of the camps to satisfy himself as to the nature of the examina- 
tions, to be grossly careless. ^Moreover the World War records on 
the pigmentation of the American born were made wholly worthless 

“For originals see Gould (B. A.)— The Military and Anthropological Statistics of the 
War of the mbeilion. S% N. Y., 18G5 ; Baxter (J. H.)— Statistics, Medical & Anthro- 
pological, of the Provost Marshal-Generars Bureau, 4% 1875, I, GO. See also Statistical 
Report of Sickness and Mortality in U. S Army from 1830 to 1855. 4% Wash., 1858; 

and Military Statistics of United States of America, 4°, Berlin, 1863. 

“Davenport (Charles B.) with A, G, Love— Army Anthropology, S% Vol. XV of Sta- 
tistic Med. Dept., U. S. Army, Wash., 1921. 
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by an incomprehensible inclusion into these data of those on the 
‘‘colored.” It would be useless to try to contrast such data with 
those that are the subject of this paper. 

As to England, the foremost students of pigmentation in the British 
Isles so far are Beddoe,^^ Gray and Tocher,^® Fleure and James, 
and Parsons.^^ From their data it appears that the pigmentation of 
the hair and eyes — the skin has not been considered— differs very 
materially in the different districts and portions of the isles, due to 
ancestral differences, to an imperfect fusion of the heterogeneous 
elements of which the population is composed and to local survivals 
or domination of certain types. The classification of the color of the 
hair used by these observers agrees fairly well with ours, and we 
shall be enabled to make some general comparisons; but with the 
English data on eye-color comparison will be very difficult. 

The English records were recently partly summarized by Parsons.^^ 
Following Beddoe, the English observers classify the hair into fair 
(corresponding to our “light”), red, brown (our “medium”), dark 
and black; while the eyes are classed as light, dark, and inter- 
mediate. The relation of this classification to ours will appear best 
in the following form : 

Class^itication of hair and eye color in Enyland and in Old Americans. 


English.. Old Americans. 


Hair 


Eyes, 


I Fair 

Brown 

Dark brown. 

Black 

Red 

. Light 

Intermediate or neutral 
I Dark 


Light— Blond, golden and yellow, light broun {near 
blond). 

Light brown (not blond), medium. 

Dark. 

Black. 

Red. 

Pure lights— Bines (light, medium, deep), greenish, 
grej-ish. 
ilixed. 

Pure brouuis— Light, medium, dark. 


In the case of the hair the two methods agree fairly closely, ex- 
cept as to our “ light brown (not blond)” which class is omitted from 
the English records. In the case of the eyes, however, there is much 
loss agreement. Some of the light browns hud probably been re- 


^ Beddoe (John) — Races of Britain, 8^ London, ISSo. 

“Gray (John) and Tocher (J. F.)— The physical characteristics of adults and school 
children In east Aberdeenshire. J. Anthrop. Inat., 1900, XXX, 104-124: also Trans. 
Buchan Field Club, 1897. 

fleure (H. J.) and James (T. C.)— Geographical Distribution of Anthropological Types 
In Wales. J. Anthrop. Inst,, 191C, XLVI, ^5-153. 

O.)*— The Color Index of the Brit. Isles. J. Anthrop. Inst., 1920, L, 
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corded by the English among the ‘‘intermediates’'; many light eyes 
with a brown ring about the pupil or some brown spots, which in 
our records are all marked as mixed, were doubtless counted by the 
English among the “lights”; and the slate blues, with some of the 
darker mixed, they very likely included with the darks. 

An additional difficulty for comparing our results arises from the 
way in which the English records are published. Xeither Beddoe 
nor his followers have given us the general averages for the whole 
of England and Scotland. They report their observations by coun- 
ties, cities, and other localities, which is of but little use for our pur- 
pose. We have no means of finding out from just what parts of 
England and Scotland the ancestors of the Old American families 
were derived, and the best we can do in trying to find what changes, 
if any, there are now between the people of Great Britain and the 
Old Americans is to compare the combined records of the latter 
with similarly combined records on Great Britain, or at least Eng- 
land and Scotland. In order to make some such comparison possible 
it was necessary to count up Beddoe’s detailed data as given by 
Parsons.^* The results, contrasted with ours, are as follows: 

Color of hair in England and ^votlandj and in tho Old Amcricaiiii. 

MALES. 


Hair, i 

i 

Old 

Ameri- i 
cans 
(1,0(XI). 

i Present 

1 England 

1 and 
Scotland 
(14j557) 

Lights proper 

6.4 

16. 7 

Light brown (not blond) 

16.4 

Medium 

50,4 

3S.3 

34.8 

5. 8 

Dark 

23.7 

.4 

Black 


2.7 

4.4 


These figures are rather striking. Even if we allow for some error 
in assigning the different colors to their proper classes on each side, 
enough seems to remain to show that the English present a greater 
heterogeneit}' in hair pigmentation. The Old Americans have ap- 
parently less real "blonds and certainly less darks and blacks as well 
as reds, with more blends or intermediates. While the total amount 
of pigmentation is not greatly different in the two units, in the 
Americans it shows fewer extremes, which is just about what could 
be expected from their great intermixture. To make the two series 
still more comparable, the proportion of the “light brown (not 
blond)” hair among the Americans could probably be safely dis- 
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tributecl one-half to the “fair” and one-half to the “medium” 
series, in which case we obtain the following relations : 

Color of hair in England and Scotland, and in the Old Americans. 


MALES. 


Hair. 

Old 

Ameri- 

cans. 

Present 

England 

and 

Scotland. 


Per cent. 

Per cent. 

Fair 

14.6 

16,7 

Medium 

58.6 

38 3 

Dark 

23.7 

’ 34.8 

Black „ 

.4 

' 5.8 

Red 

2.7 

' 4.4 


I 


We still have for the Old Americans less blonds and reds, less 
darks, and decidedly more intermediates. 

So much for the men. With the females the conditions are similar. 

Color of hair in England and Scotland, and in the Old Americans. 

FEMALES. 


Hair. 


Old 

Ameri- 

cans 


Present 

England 

and 

Scotland 

(11,172;. 


Per cent. Per cent. 


Fair 12.4 13.1 

Light brown (not blond; 10- 

Medioia 40.3 38.1 

Dark 29. 4 39 3 

Black .6 4.8 

Red 4.7 4.7 


On the whole the British and the Old American females seem to 
agree better as to hair color than the males, but like the males show 
a considerably larger proportion of dark hair than occurs in the 
Americans. 

The records on eyes show the following conditions in the two 
groups under consideration: 

Color of egcs in Old Americans contrasted icith that in Great Britain. 


Old Americans 

England, Wales, and Scotland . 


Male. 


! 


Female. 


Light, 


Inter- ! Dark ' 
mediate i (medium j . v,*- 
or ! and dark; 
mixed, j brown;. 


Pfr ceiU. Per cent. 1 Per cent . ' Per cent. 
31 57 i 12 ' 24. 2 


Inter- 

nediate 

or 

mixed. 


Dark, 
mediiini 
ind darl 
brown; . 


mediate j (medium 
and dark 


Per cent, 
58 


K8 

66 


82.2 

53.3 


68 5 


Per cent. 
IS 


31.5 
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In view of the manner in which the English records were made, 
there are no means of separating the pure lights from the mixed 
lights as in our series, but the English “ dark ” eyes ought to corre- 
spond more closely to our medium plus dark browns class. The re- 
sults show, however, a very much larger proportion of “ dark ” eyes 
in Great Britain than among the Old Americans. The more common 
occurrence among the English of dark to black hair would lead us 
to expect also a moderately greater frequency in the same series of 
dark eyes, but the excess of dark eyes is so great as to justify the sus- 
picion that the Beddoe ‘‘ dark eye series includes various eyes 
besides the medium and dark broAvn, which makes it unfit for com- 
parison with our data. After an earnest effort to utilize the English 
eye records, we are thus left quite helpless. The probability is that 
the average present eye pigmentation in Great Britain differs only 
slightly from that of the Old Americans. 

Since Beddoe, the English observers have another and convenient, 
though somewhat artificial, method of expressing their records on 
pigmentation, and that is through their so-called 'Gndex of ni- 
grescence.” This index, as modified by Parsons,^® is obtained by 
adding the percentage of the dark brown and black hair to that 
of the dark, plus one-half of the intermediary or neutral eyes, and 
dividing the results by two. Unfortunately, as already seen, their 
classes of eye colors are very different from ours, which precludes 
any direct comparison. 

However imperfect our efforts at comparison with the English 
may have been, they leave tv o impressions of value. The first is 
that both the Old Americans and the English, if classed by the 
mean value of their pigmentation, fall not into the '^fair” but into 
the intermediary or medium-pigmented group, which tapers on one 
side to the fair and on the other to the brunet. The second fact is 
that the English show in their midst less intennixture with conse- 
quent blends than do the Old Americans. 

The lack of marked difference in pigmentation betvreen the Old 
Americans and the English does not denote, however, that no changes 
in this respect have taken place in the Americans since the arriwil 
from Europe of their ancestors. It is quite possible that a gradual 
progressive darkening has proceeded in both groups. There are 
observers in both countries who incline to that opinion. Pigmenta- 
tion is essentially an environmental and changeable condition, how- 
ever slow the changes may be. Neither England, nor certainly the 
United States, are in the sphere of the nordic countries, where blond- 
ne&s was produced and Avhere it is being sustained. And the com- 
position, climate, habits and food of the people in the United States 

J. Anth7'op. Inbt., 1920, 162. 
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and Great Britain are so similar that the two people might well be 
assumed, on general considerations, to show a parallel line of changes 
in a physiological characteristic such as pigmentation. 

The whole subject in both countries needs a thorough scientific 
restudy on a large scale. It would be a fallacy to believe that obser- 
vations, however superficial they might be, if only made on a large 
enough number of subjects, would ever show true conditions; such 
data can at best only approximate, but may also more or less mask, if 
not pervert, the real facts. 

GRAY HAIR. 

In 250 of the examined men and 200 women, special attention was 
given to the subject of the graying of hair. 

The ordinary notions as to grayness are very empirical and super- 
ficial, yet there is much of interest to be learned in this connection. 
The condition, however, is not easy to study. Few elderly people 
remember correctly when they began to notice gray hairs or how the 
process progressed ; and even for the scientific observer it is not easy 
to estimate correctly the many grades of the change. 

The best way to proceed in the study of graying was soon seen to 
be the statistical, and the only effective way of recording was found 
to be by estimates in percentages of the quantity of the gray hair in 
relation to all the hair on the head. Accordingly the incidence of 
gray hair was recorded as: None: very few to few; some to one- 
third; approximately one-half (two-fifths to four-sevenths); two- 
thirds to nearly all; and all. The observations gave the following 
results : 

Old Ainericans: Grayness, 



None. 

Very few 
to few'. 

Some to 
about onc- 
tbu4. 

Appro.xi- 

mately 

one-half. 

i Tv' o-thirds 
to near all. 

All gray 
(more or less 
completely). 


(107) 

(47) 

(33) 

(U) 

(41) 

(11) 

Males (250) 

Mean age (42.6 

42.8 per cent. 

IS.Sper cent. 

1 

13.2 per cent. 

4.4 per cent-. 

16.4 percent. 

4.4 per cent. 

years) 

22-48 years . . 

24-55 years , . 

25-57 years . . 

37-58 years. - 

, 39-65 years. 

48-65 years. 


(104) 

(30) 

(20) 

(0) 

! (21) ' 

(7) 

Females (200) 

Mean age (41.8 

52 per cent .. 

15 per cent. . 

14. 5 per cent 

, 4, 5 per cent.. 

10.5 per cent.! 

3.5 per cent. 

years) 

24-48 years . . 

24-55 years . . 

i 

30-58 years . . 

37-59 years . . 

39-60 years.. j 

51-60 years. 


These data only show that grayness long before old age in both 
sexes is frequent; that there evidently is throughout adult life a 
slightly less tendency to it among females than among males; that 
for some perhaps not strictly physiological reason there is an undue 
frequency of the two-thirds to all grays in both sexes, and that both 
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in appearance and progress of graying there is great individual 
variation. 

Some further light on the condition may be had by arranging the 
data by age : 


Old Americans: Orayncss of hair in relation to age. 
MALES. 


Age and number of subjects. 

None. 

Very few 
to few. 

Some to 
one-third. 

! 

About f 
one-half ’ 
(two- 1 
fifths to 1 
four- [ 
sevenths),! 

1 

Two- 
thirds 
to near 
aU. 

All. 

24-^0 (100) 

74 

IS 

6 

1 1 

1 


31-40 (63) 

44.4 

27 

19.0 

3.2 1 

6.4 



41-50 (44) 

9.1 

20.4 

27.3 

11.4 j 

27.3 

4.5 

51-60(35) 

2.9 

S.6 

8.5 

S.6 

51.4 

20.0 

61-65(8)--- 






25 0 








Total (250) i 

42.8 

18 8 

13.2 

j 

j 1 

16.4 

4.4 

FEMALES, 

24-30 (80) 

85 

11.2 

3.8 




31-40 (63) 

47.6 

25.4 

! 19.0 

4.8 ' 

3.2 


41-50 (29) 

13.8 

17.2 

i 37. 9 

10 3 , 

13.8 

0.9 

51-60 (28) 

7.1 


' 10.7 

10.7 ; 

53-9 

17.6 

Total (20tl) 

52 

15.0 

14 5 

4 5 

1 

10.5 

3. 5 


Thirty per cent approximately of the Old American men and 11 
per cent of the women have a few to over one-third of gray hair 
before they pass their thirtieth year. Between 31 and 40 less than 
half of the males and a little less than three-hfths of the females 
are without gray hair, and the proportion of such persons is reduced 
to a little over 10 per cent during the next decennium. Over 35 per 
cent of the males between 41 and 50 and 16 per cent of the females 
between these ages show already grayness that involves from two- 
thirds to all the hair; and for those between 51 and 60 this propor- 
tion rises to very nearly three-fourths of the males and seven-tenths 
of the females. 

The females show throughout slightly less tendency to graying 
than the males. Undue predominance of the two-thirds to nearly 
all gray is shown again. 

Some day, w^hen we shall have ec^ually detailed data on graying 
in other peoples, the above figures ought to make interesting com- 
parison and lead to some definite deductions of anthropological 
nature. 
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TEMPORARY GRAYNESS. 

The phenomenon of sudden or very rapid graying, generally under 
the stress of great fear, anxiety, or other deeply disturbing nervous 
effect, is well known, though more so popularly than to science; but 
the sequences of such a change are only seldom mentioned. A strik- 
ing case came to the writer's attention in the course of the studies 
here reported. It concerns General Greely, the Arctic explorer. 
General Greely was born in 1844. His hair when he reached the 
adult life was chatain or rather dark brown and it remained so, 
with probably the appearance of a few gray hairs, until 1884, or 
towards the end of his exceedingly difficult trip of Arctic explora- 
tion. Then within the period of some months, under the anxieties 
and privations of his position, his hair turned completely white. 
But upon a return to civilization the whiteness began gradually to 
disappear, until the hair returned to nearly its former condition, 
after which graying progressed naturally. The following brief per- 
sonal statement will make a clear record of the case : 

Cosmos Club, 

M\isJiington, D, (7., March 8, 1922, 

Dear Dr. HrdliCka : Referring to our conversation a few days since, I con- 
firm my statement that when rescued at Cape Sabine in 1884 my hair was en- 
tirely white, due probably to the continuous condition of semis-tarvation from 
which I suffered for over nine months. Within a year my hair darkened very 
considerably, though it never returned entirely to its original chatain coloring. 
Yours, 

A. W. Gueely, Major General. 

Dr. a. HrdliCka, 

^yasJlinyton, D, C. 

LOSS OF HAIR. 


In modern civilized men the hair of the head does not merely tend 
to grow gray earlier than in more primitive people, but generally 
also it is more or less shed as ageing advances, showing a reduced 
vitality. It would be wrong to attribute either of these phenomena 
to any particular habits of civilized man or to pathological condi- 
tions, though both of these may play a part at times ; the real causes 
are already hereditary and thereby of a phylogenetic nature. The 
hair tends towards an earlier senility and loss, because it has become 
of less organic use to man living under modern conditions than it 
has been in the past, and nature does not tolerate for long what has 
become useless or weakened. Both early graying and physiological 
loss of hair are a part of the trend of present evolution in civilized 
humanity. 

Unlike grayness, however, normal loss of hair is largely linked 
with the male sex. omen lose hair too, and that probably at an 
increasing rate, but not in the proportion in which the process goes on 
in the males. 
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A special inquiry into this subject among 250 male and 200 female 
Old Americans, taken without any selection, showed the intei'esting 
results given below. As all the females were examined with their 
hair undone and freely hanging down to permit the unimpeded 
taking of head measurements there can be no question of the ob- 
server having been misled. 

Old Americans: Loss of hair. 


' PeT cent. 

No plainly appreciable 45. 2 

Slight 13.6 

Some to one-third I 22. 4 

Approximately one-half ' 7.2 

Two-thirds to near all ! 11. 6 


Males (250). Females (200). 


I Ages. ' Ages. 

1 ; Cases. ^ 

; Average, j Average. | 

I 



24^60 

Per cent. 


23-60 

37 

24-60 

11 

44 ' 

29-55 

39 ; 

24-57 

3 ... 



46 

29-65 

1 ... 



49 

1 35-64 





Old Arji erica ns: Loss of hair in relation to age. 


MALES (250), 


Age and number of subjects. 

( 

1 

! 

1 

None 
percep- 
1 tible. 

] 

Slight. 

Approxi- 
mately ' 

Some to 
one-third. 

four- 

sevenths.) 

Two- 
thirds to 
near all. 


! Per cent. 

Per cent. 

' Per cent. Per cent. 

Per cent. 

21-30 (100) 

68 

[ 11 

17 3 

1 

31-40 (63) 

46 

; 17. 5 

1 22.2 4,8 

9.5 

41-50 (44) .* 

29. 6 

18.2 

34. 1 6. 8 ' 

11.3 

51-60 (35) 

8.6 

, S.G 

j 25.7 20 

37.1 

61-65 (8) 


1 12.5 

1 12. 5 25 

1 ! 

50 


FEMALES (200). 


21-30 (80) 

1 

9S. S ' 


1 1.9 ! 

31-40 (63) 


1.5 ; 

1.5 

10 

1 i 

41-50 (29) 



i 

51-60 (28) 

84.3 i 

5 

7. 1 

S fi 





The above figures sho^v that loss of hair in the Old Americans 
presents wide individual and even wider sexual variation. There 
were seen men and women of sixty in whom there was as yet no ap- 
preciable loss ; but on the other hand plain thinning was seen not 
merely in some of the youngest male adults of the series but even in 
some subadults down to 18 years of age. The progress of the con- 
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dition, once it has set in, is generally continuous though not always 
regular. 

The great difference in the frequency and average grade of the 
loss of hair between the males and females is difficult to explain. 
Possibly the weight of the female hair acts as a tonic. The differ- 
ences between the head covering in the males and females may also 
have an effect. But in all probability a more or less male-linked pre- 
disposition to the condition is already inherited. 

In this case, again, we have no similar data on other peoples that 
could be used for comparison ; but as interest in these secondary mani- 
festations will grow, such data will doubtless be forthcoming. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

The above data on the eyes and hair permit the formulation of 
the following conclusions regarding pigmentation in the Old Ameri- 
cans. 

SKIN. 

1. Two-thirds of the old stock males and three-fourths of the fe- 
males show skin that may be classed as medium. 

2. In only 5 per thousand in males, but in 52 per thousand in the 
females, is the skin plainly lighter than the medium. All of these 
cases are associated with pure light eyes and light or red hair. 

3. In a little over one-fourth of the males and in one-sixth of the 
females the skin is perceptibly darker than medium. Such skin is 
generally associated with brown eyes and medium to dark hair. 

HAIR. 

1. Only 1 among 16 males and 1 among 14.5 females has real blond 
hair. 

2. One-half of the males and over four-tenths of the females show 
medium dark (or “medium brown”) hair. 

3. In one-fourth of the males and three-tenths of the females the 
hair is dark (“ dark brown”) to near black. 

4. In approximately 1 per cent in the males and but a little more 
in the females the hair is fully black. 

5. In 2.6 per hundred of males and 4.9 per hundred of females the 
hair is red or near red. 

6. The females show a slight to moderate excess of true blonds 
(especially golden and yellow), but also of darks, blacks, and reds, 
over the males. 

areas in which hair pigmentation among the 
Old Americans, due to isolation and more thorough mixtures, differs 
from that of the group as a whole. 
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8. Dijfferences between the “ Yankees ” and the Southerners in this 
respect are only moderate, the former showing somewhat more 
lights, less darks, few if any true blacks and less reds. But the 
Southerners show almost identical conditions in regard to hair pig- 
mentation as those of the central states and those of mixed-state an- 
cestry. 

EYES. 

1. Approximately one-third of the eyes of the males and one-fourth 
of the eyes of the females of the Old Americans are pure lights. 

2. One-sixth of the males and one-fifth of the females show eyes 
the iris of which is pure brown (light, medium, or dark). 

3. Over one-half of the males as well as females have eyes that 
show plain traces of brown with light. 

4. There are on the whole more light and loss dark eyes than there 
is of light and dark hair. 

5. Regional differences arc less marked than with the hair, except 
in isolated localities. 

6. There is a considerable but not a complete correlation between 
the pigmentation of the eyes and that of the hair. Light eyes may in 
some instances be associated with dark (though not black) hair ; but 
medium to dark eyes are as a rule accompanied by medium, dark, or 
black hair. 

BLONDS OR BRUNETS. 

1. The classification of the Old Americans on the basis of both the 
color of the eyes and hair brings out with special clearness a num- 
ber of the conditions relating to pigmentation. 

2. Over one-half of the males and nearly one-half of the females 
are “intermediates.” 

3. Blonds are scarce, as are also true brunets, but the latter are 
plainly more frequent, especially in the females. 

4. The females show slightly more blondes, more brunettes and less 
intermediates than the males. 

GRAY HAIR. 

1. In general, gray ness manifests itself early in the Old Americans. 

2. In the males, gnayness proceeds apparently faster than in the 
females. 

3. There is wide individual variation. 

LOSS OF HAIR. 

1. There are great sexual differences in this respect. The males 
lose hair sooner, more rapidly and much more extensively than the 
females. 
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2. In males loss begins at times even before the adult stage is 
reached; and after 55 there are very few men in whom some degree of 
loss at least has not taken place. 

3. Wide individual differences exist also in this respect. 

COMPARISONS. 

1. Suitable data for comparison are scarce. From what is avail- 
able it appears that the pigmentation of both hair and eyes in the 
Old Americans is much like that of the present population of Great 
Britain, though the latter appears to show some excess of both dark 
e 3 ^es and dark hair. 

2. As to changes with time, it seems probable that in both Great 
Britain and the United States there is taking place a slow progress 
towards a darker pigmentation of both eyes and hair, though the 
fact needs definite confirmation. 



ANCESTOE WOESHIP OF THE HOPI INDIANS. 


By J. Walter Fewkes, 

Chief, Bureau of Amcrivau EthtioJogy. 


[Witli 7 plates.] 

There coexists among the Hopi, with sun and fire worship, already 
described/ another tyj^e of religious expression to which with much 
hesitation is given the name Ancestor Worship — the cult of the 
Katcinas, spirits of the deceased or “ other members of the clan.” 
An attempt is made in the following pages to outline the objective 
or salient points of this worship. 

The mj^stery of life has made such a profound impression on the 
mind of man in all stages of education that attempts to explain it 
are coeval Avith the origin of human consciousness. But despite all 
philosophic inquiry and researches of biologists the question, “ What 
is life? ” still remains unanswered. The great variety of genera and 
species catalogued by naturalists and the brilliant contributions of 
the embryologist and the experimental botanist and zoologist have 
led many thinkers to believe that this riddle of the uniA^erse may 
ultimately be solved on a material basis while others remain still 
skeptical that consciousness can ever be explained by this method of 
investigation. 

The untutored mind, ignorant of the great advances made in the 
interpretations of physical and vital phenomena, regards life as a 
magic power incapable of explanation. The scientific mind is con- 
fident that the nature, origin, future, and interrelations of life, being 
the highest subjects of scientific investigation, aauII later be com- 
prehensible. 

It is rec'ognized by men of all races that man has a life independent 
of the body, and this belief in the future life is Avell-nigh universal 
among the North American Indians. There is evidence that the same 
idea Avas widespread among aborigines on this continent in prehis- 
toric times. This vital element. knoAvn as the spirit or breath-body,” 
is recognized as distinct from the physical body that dies and decays. 
Not only has man an individuality distinct from his body, but also 


4S.", 


^ S<‘e Smithsonian Reports for 1918 and 1920. 
IOIlCm — 2a ?>2 
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everything else organic and inorganic has life, which may be 
influenced by magical processes, rites, songs, and prayers. The Hopi 
believe that a few days after burial this spirit leaves the grave and 
follows the sun to his realm in the underworld. It is customary to 
place bowls containing food on the grave, and it is thought that the 
spirit of the food nourishes that of the dead, but coyotes or other 
wild animals consume the material food left in these mortuary bowls. 
Prayers are said to the spirit. 

There exists also a belief that is strictly aboriginal — having origi- 
nated independently of white influence, although possibly somewhat 
modified by it — that the spirits of the dead return to earth either to 
vex or bless mankind. The place of abode of the various tribes who 
believe in a future life is supposed to be the underworld. Of this 
abode little is said by the Indians, but there are descriptions of it in 
Hopi stories, showing that in their minds life in it is like that on the 
surface of the earth. 

This world, inhabited by spirits of the dead, or the underworld, is 
spoken of in a vague way as being the home of the unborn. Out of it 
in the beginning came the races of man. It might be called the womb 
of the earth, wliile the place of emergence is laiown to the Hopi as the 
sipapu. The life of the spirits of the dead in this underworld re- 
sembles that on its surface. Here they preserve their clan organiza- 
tion, hare their altars and sacred rites, and plant and harvest. 

The relation between the living and the dead is apparently not 
severed by death, but the breath-bodies ” of those that have passed 
on revisit the pueblo and are represented by masked personations 
called Katcinas (pi. 1) , which are past members of living clans. They 
are identified as ancestors, but perhaps it would be better to call them 
^ other clan members.” These personations of the dead, or Katcinas. 
return to the earth and take part in the pageants, also called Katcinas. 
that indicate many existing beliefs of the Hopi as to their nature. 

^ arious definitions have been given of the word katcina. It was 
derived by one writer from the Spanish word cochino,” pig ; bv 
another from hatcL life, na, father of, a much more probable inter- 
pretation. The word is not confined to the Hopi. but is widespread 
in the Eio Grande pueblos, from which it possibly originally came. 
The Z^ini equivalent appears to be ko'ko^ and it is instructive to note 
that Katcinas or Kokos are believed to return to the '' Dance Hall of 
Dead,” Kothualowan, said by both Hopi and Zuni to be situated at 

inema, in the Little Colorado Valley, about midwav between the 
two peoples. 


It IS the author's belief that the idea of personating the ancients 

Grande pueblos and that it ■was trans- 
mitted to the Hopi nie=as via the Little Colorado Valiev. 
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The symbolic home of the Hop! Katcinas is ceremonially asso- 
ciated with the San Francisco Mountains, Ariz., far to the southwest 
of the Hopi but in sight of their pueblos. On account of this asso- 
ciation personifications of the Katcinas sometimes wear twigs of 
cedar in their belts, wristlets, or armlets. In the mortuary cere- 
monies of the Hopi the defunct is addressed as a Katcina : “ You 
have become a Katcina: grant our request,” is the burden of a 
prayer to the dead. 

The “ breath-bodies,” or spirits of the dead, are supposed to fol- 
low the sun as it sinks in the western sky. The place of sunset at 
the winter solstice is behind a notch on the horizon silhouetted against 
the sky and known as the Siinhouse, indicated by a depression be- 
tween the San Francisco Mountain and Eldon Mesa. The festival 
that celebrates the departure of the Katcinas from AValpi is known 
as Niman (go home) Katcina. The dancers perform the last dance 
of their departure about sunset, after which they follow the western 
trail “ down the mesa.” In the foothills near this trail is the shrine 
where the offerings to the dead are deposited, often called the Badger 
shrine, because the Badger clan is said to have introduced the im- 
portant Katcinas, whose altars are erected in February on the dra- 
matization of their arrival and in July when they formally leave the 
pueblo. 

While the author was living at Walpi in 1900 he was informed 
one day that the Hopi were in great distress because the covering 
of this shrine had been removed, and the m5"stic Badger had 
emerged from the underworld and was burrowing in the graves of the 
dead. So intense was the superstitious feeling of the evils this event 
portended that no one would oven venture into the neighborhood of 
the shrine. Even the men who reported the event could not be induced 
to no to this place and determine the damage. After a few days, 
however, the fear subsided, a- ^ome persons killed a real Badger, who 
had been detected burrowing into the earth at the foot of the mesa 
near the cemetery. This dread of the offended mystic Badger was 
allayed by prayers and incantations. The opening through which he 
emerged from his subterranean home is the shrine where prayer 
sticks are placed by Katcina personal or s. 

A Katcina dance is a family festival in which the ancients, per- 
sonated by masked men wlio are supposed to become these super- 
natural beings when they put on the masks, participate. The identifi- 
cation of the clan to which they belong is indicated by the sj^mbolism 
depicted on the mask, much of which is probably secondary in 
origin and explained by myths known to the initiated. When an 
explanation is sought for the moaning of this symbolism it should be 
obtained from members of the appropriate clan, as those not belono*- 

to 



488 ajstjstual report Smithsonian institution, 1921. 


ing to the clan do not pretend to know the meaning of the symbols 
on masks of other clans. 

The Katcina masks are commonly kept hanging on the wall of 
back rooms in the pueblo, and as they are needed year by year are 
repainted and redecorated for use. Most of the hebnet masks (figs. 
1, 2) that have been examined are not very old, many being made of 
old bootlegs or leather from old Spanish saddles, or even cloth or 



Fig. 1. — Katcina lielmet-mask. 


felt hats. There are, however, many ancient masks kept as heir- 
looms and never brought out in public dances which are still pre- 
served, even when the clans that once used them have become 
extinct. 

The masked or Katcina dances ordinarily occur in the summer 
months and vary somewhat each year. The arrival and departure of 
the Katcinas are fixed festivals and never vary, but at some time in the 
course of winter or early spring the Ilopi cliiefs hold an informal 
council to determine what particular abbreviated Katcinas they will 
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personate the ensuing summer. Although there is no standardized 
program year after year, there is a similarity in successive years, 
and there are certain dances that are very popular; others that 
are performed in payment to a neighboring village that has visited 
them a former season. The variety of masked dances on the East 
Mesa is great, for there are three pueblos on this plateau and two 
different languages spoken: Tanoan in Hano, and Hopi in Walpi. 
The inhabitants of Sitcomovi also speak the Hopi language, and 
the characteristic masked ceremonials the three pueblos perform 



Fig. 2. — Side view of Duck Katcina helmet. 


are somewhat different. The names of the masked dancers at Sitco- 
movi are derived from the Zuni language ; the ceremonial dancers, 
altars, and other ceremonial paraphernalia of Hano have Tanoan 
names. 

It is natural that the existence of these three pueblos of divergent 
linguistic and clan origins should have led to a greater variety of 
nomenclature, and Katcina personations that occur on the East Mesa 
are absent on the Middle Mesa and Oraibi. 

Walpi is the dominating pueblo of the East Mesa. Katurally it 
has been most studied and has a typical Hopi ritual, but it is more 
or less affected by alien elements. As compared with other pueblos 
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there are variations in rites, or cult objects, and often the priests offer 
fundamentally different explanations of rites. These variations are 
in part due to acculturations; but also in part to sjmcopations, which 
have been so great as to obscure original meanings. 

The place in the ceremonial system occupied by the masked dances 
may be indicated by an examination of a few features of the ritual 
Data regarding the vay the Hopi regard the Katcinas and their 
association with the ancients comes out very clearly in an episode in 
the new fire rite at Walpi. After the new fire is kindled in the 
chief kiva two of the societies file down the mesa by the ladder trail 
south of the pueblo, and make a circuit around the old ruin once 
the home of the Walpians, situated on the terrace near the south- 
west end of the mesa. Wliat are we doing now?” I asked one of 
the priests. Down there they dwell ; down below the ruin the 
Katcinas live in the underworld and Ave ai’e now saying our prayers 
to the ancients who formerly lived in the houses of the Ash Hill 
Terrace, our ancient pueblo.” 

There seems to be in the minds of the Hopi iiriests a recognition 

that the life of the Katcinas or ghostly inhabitants of the realm of 

the dead is somewhat like that on earth and that their sociological 

condition reflects the same. The inhabitants of the lower world are 

arranged in clans the same as on earth. Legends indicate that the 

deceased Hopi plant and harvest, that the dead have ceremonies and 

altars, or, in other words, that the customs of those who occupy the 

abode of the dead resemble those liviim on earth. 

& 

There are said to be four underworlds, one beloAv another, and 
from these prenatal worlds the races of man in the beginning 
climbed from one to another, at last emerging through the sipapu 
or a mythic opening recognized by all the Pueblo Indians as com- 
municating between the abode of the living and that of the dead. 
This sipapu or place of emergence is commonly said to be geographi- 
cally situated in the north, where it is associated with a body of 
water or lake. The geographical place of emergence, at least of 
some Hopi clans, is reputed to be the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, 
known as “ I ar BeloAv River.” This emergence legend may be a 
poetic Avay of expressing their evolution from a cultural condition in 
Avhich they lived in earth lodges or holes or caA^es in the earth. 
Legends describing their origin from the underworld furnish scanty 
details of a previous cultural condition. The subterranean room, or 
ki\a, is supposed to symbolically represent one of these underworlds; 
but there is an opening in the floor of the kiva supposed to communi- 
cate into another room below it, while the hatch opening of the kiva 
is the passageway from the underworld to that in which man 
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In the organization of the Hopi there is a large social unit of Tewa 
extraction called the Asa or Tansy Mustard “ clan,” from the fact 
that in its migrations the mothers stilled the cries of the babies 
hanging on their backs by shaking a tansy mustard flower before 
their eyes. This clan came to Hopi from Zuhi, where members still 
live and are called Aiwahokwe. The majority of the Asa live in 
Sitcoraovi, the “ Zuhi pueblo ” among the Hopi. The masks (pi. 2) 
of this clan bear no symbol indicative of the tansy mustard or any 
other flower, w’^hich would lead us to believe that clan names change 
while symbols remain constant, or are more ancient. 

The festal year at Walpi contains many elaborate ceremonies 
which, roughly speaking, fall into two groups, the summer and 
winter festivals; the former, the masked, are Katcinas, which are 
radically unlike the unmasked dances of the latter. Some of these 
occur at regular intervals; others are more sporadic, but no moon 
waxes and wanes over Walpi without witnessing a religious pageant 
of some kind, which, for obvious reasons, will be more striking in the 
summer months but more elaborate in winter, since at that time the 
agriculturist has no work in the fields and the cold has driven the 
whole population into the pueblo. 

The primitive astronomers or sun priests have given names to the 
different points on the horizon behind which the sun rises or sets cor- 
responding to all the great festivals. When by means of this solar 
clock the time of the ritual year is determined they inform the 
speaker chief or town crier, who makes a public announcement. At 
sunrise he stands on the highest roof of Walpi and shouts the news 
of whatever events will occur, informing those who are to take part 
to make their preparations. 

The great ceremonials occur annually on about the same date and 
in a sequence. In order to determine the date on which a ceremony 
occurs the aboriginal Hopi relies on the position of the sun at sun- 
rise or sunset. The eastern and western horizons are used areat 
solar clocks. When, for instance, the sun sets behind the San Fran- 
cisco Mountain, or the mountains of the high snows ”, our luminary 
has reached the farthest point south, or the wdnter solstice. The 
point on the horizon behind which he sinks is called the Sun House 
of the West. Possibly the belief that the dead follow the sun to the 
west and the position of the house of the sun behind the mountains 
of the high snows has led to the legend that the Katcinas live in these 
mountains; as symbolic of that belief the Katcinas wear cedar boughs 
in their armlets, belts, and on their masks. 
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The following ceremonial calendar, beginning with the New Fire 
in November, which opens the Hopi year,- contains a list of the im- 
portant Katcina celebrations : 


1. New Fire November. 

2. Winter Solstice. Return of the Soyal Katcina December. 

3. Abbreviated Snake or Flute ceremony on alternate 

years. Return of the Zuui Katcinas January. 

4. Return of Badger and other clan ancients February. 

5. Abbreviated Katcinas March- July. 

6. Departure of Badger and other clan ancients July. 

7. Snake Dance or Flute on alternate years August. 

8. Basket Dances September-October. 

9. Tablet Dance from Awatobi® (now abandoned, 1922)- October. 


The composite nature and intricate social formation of any one 
of the Hopi pueblos and the probability that each of the component 
clans formerly had its own ancestor worship has rendered the 
Katcina cult at the East Mesa very complex and the significance 
of the dances difficult to explain. AVhere the clan has become very 
much reduced in size, naturally its Katcina exhibition is corre- 
spondingly limited and in some instances it is so small that it has 
joined in the celebration of a more powerful family of nearest kin. 
Thus in the Powamii or that called the Return of the Katcinas, 
which is mainly controlled by the Honani (Badger) clan, we find 
masked personages of several other clans. The return of the Soyal 
Katcina is abbreviated and represented as a secondary or supple- 
mentary part of the winter solstice rite. The nearest approach to 
the unabbreviated original type of Return Katcinas, as shown in 
Powamu of the Honani clan, occurs in January and is celebrated 
by the descendants of the Zuui clans where the Katcinas with Zuni 
affiliations and names are represented at Siteomovi. The original 
simplicity of the clan religion has been greatly modified by union 
and consolidation in the pueblos of the East Mesa. 

It would appear that the Katcinas have a clan organization but 
they do not all belong to the same clan, which naturally suggests 
that the social condition of life in the underworld is similar to that 
on this earth and organized in a like manner. Those who belonor to 
the Badger clan on earth are still members of the same clan after 
leaving the mortal body. In other words each earthly clan has its 
corresponding clan in the underworld and in representations of those 
clans by masked personages the relatives are indicated by the same 
names and symbols, a suggestion that may explain the existence of 
very many kinds of Katcinas as well as the character of their per- 


clsewhere^ intended as a complete list of ceremonies at Walpi, which is published 
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I. Place Where Katcinas Disrobe. On Right, Kilts, Fox Skins, and 
Sashes Hanging on the Cliff; Left, Row of Helmets; Center, 
Group of Men Eating Lunch. 



2. Three Katcinas; the Middle Figure, Representing 
the Little War God, Carries Lightning Frame- 
work IN His Left Hand. 


Photocraph by J W F(>wkea. 






Personations of Natacka Katcinas. 
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sonations (pL 3). Consequently the Hopi pantheon is well stocked 
with clan ancients resembling each other in general particulars but 
differing considerably in their totemic or symbolic characters. Tlie 
union of several clans makes it very difficult to properly reconstruct 
the original typical form in many cases. 

Every great Hopi ceremony has an elaborate and an abbreviated, 
a greater and a lesser performance, commonly six months apart. 
The elaborate exhibition as a rule extends over nine days. Several 
of these days are occupied with secret observances in a kiva or 
ceremonial room, but the public are welcomed to all pageants or 
open dramatizations that customarily close the series of daily rites 
that make up the celebration. 

The scheme of the dramatic dances in which Ivatcinas appear is 
simple. These personations are believed to live in a far distant 
land during the winter months but to visit the villages during the 
summer. Their arrival and departure are two very important 
ceremonial events and are appropriately celebrated; their advent 
occurs annually in February and their departure in July, six months 
apart. The dramatic representations of their coming and going are 
the great festivals, Powanm and Niman^ celebrated in secret rites 
as well as open masques. At their advent they are led into the 
pueblo by a personation of the sun, the father of all life, as described 
in the account of sun worship among the Hopi. They enter the 
town from the east and depart toward the west, and between their 
advent and their departure they wander about in the field or in the 
pueblo, from time to time performing open dances in the courts of 
the villages. The celebration when they arrive or depart extends 
over several days and nights but in the abbreviated or intermediary 
personations their dances are limited to a single day. 

As the most showy part of these dances are the masked personators 
(pi. 4, fig. 1) an explanation of the character of the symbolism, 
mainly expressed on the mask, is important. In a typical Katcina 
dance there are three or four impersonators that appear. The 
largest number are called Katcina takarau or Katcina men. They 
wear on their heads the helmet masks, the symbolism of which differs 
according to the Katcina personated (pi. 5). Facing them are the 
Katcina manas or Katcina maids, often called “sisters,” generally 
six in number. These are men dressed as maidens wearing the white 
wedding blankets made of cotton similar to those that every Hopi 
bride receives from the clan of her husband as part of her wedding 
trousseau. These “ sisters ” face the men as they dance ; they carry 
in their hands sheep scapulas which they draw over a notched stick, 
making a rasping noise accentuated by a hollow gourd placed on the 
ground, upon which the stick rests. This is called the “ Hopi fiddle ” 
(pi. 4, fig. 2). The rhythm of the dance is also aided by the rattles 
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the men carry in their hands and by empty turtle shells with attached 
deer hoofs tied under the knees. 

These dances are accompanied by a group of masked men, generally 
five in number, known as the Clowns, Mud Heads, or Delight Makers. 
There are three kinds of clowns: the first, those who wear a close 
fitting cap with long leather horns tipped with bunches of coim 
husks. These horns, like their bodies, are girt with black and white 
bands like convicts’ garments; the second have their heads encased 
in close fitting hoods to which are tied little bags like wens, some of 
which resemble small sausages ; the third group is unmasked and have 
their faces painted with yellow and red pigments. They wear neck- 
laces and ear ornaments made of the tails of rabbits stained red. 
The third group might easily be called gluttons for they practice 
inordinate eating, sometimes consuming disgusting food. None of 
these personators wear clothing of any kind save a gee-string. 
Their function is to amuse the spectacors while the public dances are 
progressing, introducing impersonations and ludicrous episodes, 
many of which would better not be described. These clowns, espe- 
cially the last mentioned, represent the very ancient ancestral people 
(fig. 3). 

The Wyants of the people are made known to the Katcina personators 
by prayers of old priests who from time to time pass about the line of 
dancers sprinkling prayer meal in pinches on their shoulders, ac- 
companied with prayers. These Katcina personations are supposed 
by the worshippers to have supernatural powers to bring the rain, 
and make the crops grow, and the purpose of the prayers is in that 
direction. The old priests vicariously represent the worshippers, 
and as they pass from one dancer to another they give them prayer 
sticks that haA^e been consecrated by songs, prayers, and in other ways 
sanctified in the sacred rooms before an elaborate altar. 


The one -day public Katcina dances among the Ho pi take place 
in the courts and are performed at intervals from sunrise to sunset, 
culminating in number of performers and size of the audiences late 
in the afternoon. The line of dancers is generally led to the dance 
places by a priest who indicates the trail by throAving a line of sacred 
meal in front of the leader. These men are priests Avho pray to the 
Katcinas either by asperging medicine water on them or sprinkling 
them with prayer meal. 


The songs of the Katcinas are melodious and rhythmical, the words 
often incomprehensible, sometimes taken from some other pueblo 
often bartered among different Hopi pueblos 
and It IS no unusual thing for a man from one pueblo to teach a foreign 
a cina to men of another pueblo, for a remuneration. To 

be called to the fact that a new Katcina song is sometimes sold for a 
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very high price. Before a dance the performers often rehearse in 
the kivas where novices are taught the standard Katcina songs. 

Children are sometimes allowed to perform a Katcina dance of 
their own, similar to that of their elders, and it is an interesting ex- 
perience to witness these performances, the mothers taking consider- 



able pride in dressing the little boys for this dance. One or more 
of the performers at this time carries a bag of pihon nuts which he 
throws at intervals among the assembled spectators. 

Many Katcinas have been lately introduced into Hopiland, and 
have no relation whatever to ancestors of Hopi clans (pi. 6). They 
are not personations of ancients, elders or other members of Hopi 
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clans and not so regarded. A Hopi on a visit to some pueblo of an- 
other stock, as Zufii or Jemez, witnesses a dance which pleases him 
and he acquires the appropriate songs; forthwith on his return home 
he teaches them to his fellows, and they introduce a dance, which is 
afterwards known as the Zuhi, Jemez, Cohonino, or other Katcinas, 
according to its derivation. These masques no doubt had in their 
parent pueblos much the same relation to local clans as true Hopi 
Katcinas to Hopi clans, a connection lost in their transportation 
to a new environment. There are other Katcinas, which are simply 
spectacular exhibits devoid of kinship to Plopi clans, among which 
may be mentioned a masked dance elsewhere described^ in which 
many different kinds of birds — eagle, hawk, owl, roadrunner, hum- 
ming bird ct alii (figs. 4 to 8) — are personated, as elsewhere de- 
scribed. 

There are two distinct languages spoken on the East Mesa of the 
Hopi: one, the Hopi tongue, the other the Tewa. The latter 
language is quite incomprehensible to the inhabitants of Walpi, 
although the Tewa understand the Hopi, a condition which is 
naively explained by a folk tale which recounts how when the Tevra, 
on invitation of the Hopi, came into the country the Hopi chief 
touched their tongues with the soil of his country, but as there was 
no Tewa soil available with which to touch the tongues of the Hopi, 
they cannot speak the language. The survival of the Tewa tongue 
in a village a gunshot from Walpi where a different language is 
spoken is one of the interesting linguistic features of the inhabitants 
of the East Mesa, and is largety explained by the sociological fact 
that both Tewa and Hopi have the mother or clan right, the hus- 
band going to the wife's mother's house to live. The children learn 
their language from their mother, and as the mother does not change 
her domicile when she marries a Hopi man she has no oxiportunity 
to learn her husband's language. The Hopi outnumber the Tewa 
and the Plopi men ^Yilo seek wives among the Tewa readily teach 
the children Hox^i, as do also the Hopi wives the few Tewa men who 
marry among them. 

The typical clown who ax^l^ears in the Katcina dances of the Tewa 
is known by the alternate stripes of white and black painted on the 
naked body and limbs. Each of these clowns wears on the head u 
close-fitting cap made of leather or basketry with two vertical horns, 
to the extremities of which are tied corn husks. These horns like 
the legs and arms are girt with alternating rings painted black 
and white. 

In addition to this type of clown the Hopi have another called the 
Mud Heads who were introduced from the Little Colorado Valley, 

* For an account of this masque vide : Uopi Katcinas drawn by Native Artists, 21st 
Ann. Kept., liurcau American Ethnology. 
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and are identical with the so-called Koyimsi of Zuni. These Mud 
Heads wear a close-fitting helmet-like mask to which are tied small 
balls filled with corn or seeds, making them look as if they had huge 
wens on the head, eyes, and mouth. 

It is customary for the Hopi youth, on rea clung maturity, to be 
formally inducted into the Katcina priesthood, and at that time the 
youths and maidens undergo the so-called flogging ceremony which 
has been elsewhere^ described. Up to this event children believe 
that the Katcinas are supernatural personages, but from then on 
they learn that these so-called supernaturals are really their own 
relations. They obtain this knowledge through flogging by their 
elders in the kivas. 

One of the most important objects on the Katcina altar is the 
badge of the chief or, as it is sometimes called, the tipon% or mother 
of the priesthood. This sacred emblem is the palladium of the priest- 
hood and the symbol of its chief. It must be placed liere as indica- 
tive that the altar is genuine, and is carried, in the public dance, on 
the arm of the chief as an emblem of his chieftaincy. 

This emblem is practically an ear of corn done up in numerous 
wrappings of buckskin with certain prescribed feathers and herbs. 
Many occult powers are ascribed to it and there are many prescribed 
rules of handling, placing it in position on the altar, and general 
treatment that are rigidly observed by some priests. When not in 
use it is generally wrapped in cloth and hung up in some nook or 
corner of a dark chamber in the rear of the room in which the 
chief lives. “ This is my mother, said an old chief to me, speaking 
of his tiponi, “It was brought up from the underworld by my an- 
cestors where the races were born. When I die a part of it will be 
put over my heart as a badge of my rank.” 

In a full Katcina dance we have depicted the following personages : 
First, the sun as leader; second, a number of men dressed to repre- 
sent the male {takamu, their men) ; third, six persons to represent the 
sisters {manas. maid) or the female members; one to represent the 
uncle, and sometimes one or more to represent the aunt. It will be 
seen in looking over this assemblage of relations or personations that 
the father is not represented, due to the fact that he does not belong 
to the same clan as the uncle, aunt, brothers, and daughters. In 
other words, in the Katcina membership there is a strict parallelism 
with what occurs among the living members of a clan and the per- 
sonators of dancers in the masque; indicating a close likeness in con- 
ception in the Hopi mind between the ancients and the living mem- 
bers of the clan. Apparently the ancestral members of cbms preserve 

BJourn. Wasbington Acad. Sci., Vol. VII, No. 6, pp. 149-158. 1917. Reprinted mider 

the title “A religious ceremony of the Hopi Indians.” Sci. Amer. Siippl. Vol. LXXXIII. 
pp. 226-227, April 14, 1917. 
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the same social condition as their posterity, as well as engage in the 
same occupations and have the same customs; the different members 
being indicated by symbols on their grotesque masks. 

In an ancestor worship of this kind no personality appears, no 
particular ancestral individual or named ancestor is represented; in 
fact, a Katcina is a generalized mythical conception which can not be 
accurately identified, and is quite unlike the ancestor among the na- 
tions of the Old World, where this worship is a most prominent fea- 
ture. 

The most elaborate type of Katcinas are those of the Honani or 
Badger clan, whose festival may be taken as an unabbreviated form. 
The two great pageants of this clan are their advent in February and 
their departure in July; the former festival is called the 
the latter the Niman, Half of the year is given up to this cult and 
no other great ceremony is performed in that epoch. The Paluln- 
Iconti^ or sun serpent dramatization of the Patki people, which is 
considered in my article on Sun Worship ^ occurs in March at the 
vernal equinox. 

There are no other clan ancients whose advent, presence, and de- 
parture are celebrated in the elaborate pageant of the Badger clan 
here described, but others are sometimes represented by many actors 
as in such popular dances as the Angya Katcina, the Heheya^ Eumis^ 
and others. Individual Katcinas as Tcanaii (fig. 5 /) also appear, 
representing survivals of clan personal ors formerly powerful but 
whose living clan representatives no longer exist ; their clan is too 
small to make any considerable representation of these personations. 
It is not unusual to meet these in twos or threes, wandering around 
the pueblos, especially at the time of the great Powamu^ when they 
naturally congregate. 

A striking type of Katcinas is known as the Natachas^ (pi. 7), who 
figure prominently at the celebration of the arrival of the Katcinas in 
February. They are the monsters whose masks are in the special 
keeping of the Asa clan, which came to the Hopi from Zuni, and their 
appearance is confined to the East Mesa of the Jlopi, there being no 
representation of these monsters at the Middle Mesa or elsewhere. 

The masking, dress, and accouterments of the N at ac7c as are shown 
in the accompanying plate (pi. 7). They are represented in Febru- 
ary, at the Poiramit.^ when their performance may be described as a 
spectacular episode. The N at a elcas make two visits to the rooms of 
e\ery important householder and at the time of their first visit they 

T of American Ethnology. 189T. 

’ Smithsonian Report, lOlS. 

*Tusayan Katcinas, loc. c\t. 

* Op. cit. 
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demand presents, food, tobacco, or other gifts. They ask flour to 
bake into bread from the women of the household, and present minia- 
ture traps to men and boj^s, telling them to use them in snaring food 
for meat. They also threaten those who disregard their demands, 
saying, on their departure, that they will return in a few days and 
if the required gifts are not forthcoming they will do violence to 
the recalcitrant ones, cut off their heads, flog or mutilate their bodies. 
They brandish their knives, bows, arrows, and other weapons with 
which they threaten to kill those who do not furnish the presents. 
These monsters make the routine of all the pueblos on the mesa on 
their strange mission. 

A few days later they return and gather great quantities of food, 
which they carry into the kivas. This food is cooked and devoured 
in the great feast which closes the festival. The fact that the number 
of participants in the annual celebration of the coming of the Katci- 
nas is large, necessitates great quantities of food, which has no doubt 
done much to keep alive this unique episode in the celebration of 
P&wamii. 

The masks of the NatacPas are shaped like the heads of alligators; 
one is painted yellow, one green, one red, and one white, correspond- 
ing to north, west, south, and east. They constitute a striking ele- 
ment in the Katcina festival but otherwise than gathering food for 
the celebrants are not ceremonially important, 

A bogey Katcina, very much feared by the children, appears in 
the Hopi village at the time of the great Keturn Katcina celebration. 
She is the monster who bears on her back a basket and in her hand a 
knife, threatening to cut off the heads of naughty children and carry 
them away in her basket. At her coming tlie children shiver and 
hide away in back rooms of the house. This unwelcome visitor is 
shown in pi. 7, the third figure from the extreme right. 

The Hopi recognize quadruplets of every Katcina, differing in 
colors but having the same sy ml holism. Each cardinal direction has 
its characteristic color; north is yellow, west is green or blue, south 
is red, and east is white, and there is a Katcina for each of these 
different cardinal points bearing corresponding colors. 

In addition to the masks which are used in the course of the yearly 
celebrations, many households have others, black and dingy with age, 
that once belonged to related clans now extinct, but are preserved as 
heirlooms. The symbols on these are characteristic and have a 
meaning to those who now own them, but are never seen in public. 

In the days when the Hopi still preserved their aboriginal customs 
one often saw on entering a room a number of wooden images sus- 
pended from the rafters, which the Hopi call Katcinas. These 
images have been called idols, but a little study shows that they 
should be regarded as dolls bearing the symbolism of the Katcinas. 
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They are made in the kivas by the men and at the close of the dance 
celebrating the departure of these supernaturals or at other times 
they are given to the little girls. The}" are, in fact, playthings and 
are treated by the little girls as such. The instructive thing about 
them is that these dolls bear the symbolism of dilferent Katcinas and 
are called by the appropriate name of the supernatural the symbol 
indicates. The author has seen over 200 different kinds of Katcina 
dolls (figs. 4-9).^® 



Bee. d, Snip^". 

Fig, 4. — Indian pictures of Bird Katcinas. 


While the Katcinas show one of the best illustrations of the worship 
of ‘*our others/' “elder brothers/’ or ancestors, there are aberrant 
examples in other great Hopi faniily festivals, as for instance the 
Snake Dance. 

One of the most numerous and powerful families now living at 
W alpi is the Snake clan, which claims to be one of the first that set- 
tled in this pueblo and to have migrated to the Hopi country from 
the north or from former habitations in the cliffs on the San Juan 

Sen Dolls of the Tusayan Indians, Int*'r. Arcliiv, 1S02. 



ANCESTOR WORSHIP — FEWKES. 


501 


Kiver and its tributaries. The family, so a legend says, is de- 
scended from a mythic ancestor or snake AYoman and has reptilian 
as well as human members ; the snakes we see in the fields are de- 
scended from the earliest offspring of these two cult ancestors, which 
sprung from people of the underworld. Every two years the Snake 
family holds its family reunion at Walpi and at that time the reptiles 
are gathered in from the fields and carried by the snake men or snake 



f. Tcanau Katcinn h. Buffalo maid. 

Fig, 5.— Indi.iu picturet* of Katcinaw. 


priests, their younger brothers, in the sight of spectators. Reptiles, 
or elder brothers of the clan, are supposed to have greater power to 
bring the rain and make the crops grow than modern priests who pray 
to them at the close of the family gathering of the Snake clans. 

When the Snake Dance is celebrated reptiles are gathered from the 
four world quarters corresponding to the cardinal points to partici- 


The Snake ceremonials at Walpl. Journ. Am. Ethnol. and Archaeol. vol. Iv, 1894. 
101257—22 33 
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pate with other members of the clan, since thej" are considered as 
elder brothers or, as legends say, descendants of a Snake Hero and 
Heroine, the ancestral pair which the snake and antelope priests 
secretly personate in their kiva where the uninitiated are denied en- 
trance. As a matter of bodily purification the heads of the reptiles, 
like those of the priests, are washed and prayers are said for abundant 
harvests and bountiful rains for crops. The reptiles are not wor- 
shipped but regarded with reverence, for on account of their magic 




Fig, 6.— Indian pictures of Bird Katcinas. 


powers it IS believed that they are capable of rendering most potent 
supernatural aid in obtaining material blessings. When at the 
close of the festival they are released, prayer meal is sprinkled on 
them and they are carried back to their homes and urged to “ bring 
the needed rain.” 

The first parents of the Snake clan, human and reptilian, are 
called the Snake Youth and the Antelope or Snake Maid, both of 
whom are personated in the chief kiva at Walpi as described in the 
several published accounts of the Hopi Snake Dance. These per- 
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sonations have as authority the recorded legend of the Snake Hero, 
an account of whose adventures in the underworld when he first saw 
the Snake Maid and brought her a bride to the upper world is 
found in the author's account of the Snake Ceremonials at Walpi. 
These personages do not appear openly in the public exercises of 
the Snake Dance, but stand back of the antelope altar in the kiva 
where the priests wdth songs and prayers consecrate their prayer 



€. Mocking o- Hawk. 



offerings to the rain and other gods of the cardinal points. The 
reptiles are not worshipped as ancestors, but as others of the clan” 
who from their mysterious character and the fact that they are sup- 
posed to be more powerful than the living members of the clan, are 
entreated to intensify the prayers of their brethren. The cere- 
monials now performed as secret rites in the Antelope kiva are 
supposed to resemble those the Snake Hero witnessed and learned 
when he visited the underworld and obtained his bride. 
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There are three women’s dances in which also a form of ancestor 
worship is exemplified by a cultus ancestor and ancestress; two of 
these are called basket dances, from the fact that the women partici- 
pants carry in their hands flat basket trays characteristic of the 
Hopi; in the third, wooden tablets decorated with symbolic pictures 
are borne in the hands in the public dance. The ancestral features 
are shown in the character of the idols representing the cult hero and 
heroine of the priesthood that are erected at the time of these dances 
in the sacred rooms or kivas. The heroine at least is personated like- 
wise in the public dance, but the image of the same is seen only on 
the secret altars of the priesthood. These three dances are known 
as the Owahiilti^^^ the Lalalconti^^ and the Mamzrauti^^ the last 
mentioned, celebrated with great eclat 25 years ago, having now 
become extinct at Walpi. The three dances above mentioned always 




Fig. 9. — Indian picture 
of Buffalo Katcina. 


occur in the autumn, generally just before the close of the Hopi year, 
and are closely followed by the New Fire Ceremony in November, 
when a new year begins. Each has its own altar and paraphernalia 
and lasts nine days, the first eight of which are devoted to secret 
rites and ceremonials. The significant feature in their relation to 
ancestor worship is that each has its own cultus hero and heroine, 
and, most important of all, there is an idol on the altar representing 
the goddess of (lenns, practically a symbolic representation of a 
gigantic ear of com. 

In the preceding pages we have indicated different types of the 
worship of others ’’ of the clan which, for want of a better name, 
has been called ancestor worship. We may classify the types into 
three groups: (1) Katcinas or personations of the clans that people 


«The Owakulti nltar at Sltcomovi pueblo. Am. Anthrop., n. s. vol. lii. No. .3. 1901. 

The Lalakouti : A Tusayan Dance, Am. Anthrop., vol. v. No. 2. 1892. 

The Mamzrauti : A Tusayan Ceremony. Am. Anthrop., vol. v, No. 3. 1892. 
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the underworld; (2) Elder Brothers, personated by reptiles or 
descendants of the first offspring of the cult us hero and maid, the 
Snake- Antelope woman, the mythic ancestress of the Snake- Antelope 
clan; (3) the ciiltus maid of the women’s societies, who dance with 
baskets or tablets bearing symbols of many clans. This cultus maid 
is in reality the Corn Maid (fig. 10) or the supernatural who brought 
maize to the Hopi. A complete account of her festival should not be 
considered under ancestor worship, as it would furnish enough mate- 
rial for a special article which would take one too far afield to con- 
sider at this time. One instinctively thinks, in studying the Katcinas, 
of the Latin lares and penates, the former of which appear to have 
been deified ancestors, and of the many house spirits which were 
formerly worshipped among many races, survivals of Vvdiich appear 
in folklore. Although the theorj^ that the lares were deified family 
ancestors is not accepted b}^ all students, there is good reason to 
believe their worship is a very ancient one, more so than that of the 
great nature gods. 



THE INDIAN IN LITEEATURE. 


By Herman F. C. ten Kate. 


INTRODUCTION. 

Many peoples of Asia, Africa, Oceania, and America have been 
the subjects of romance and poetry. Among these the American 
Indian and his country occupy a prominent place. The Indian has 
been the subject perhaps as often of novelists and poets as of 
artists, but, on the whole, the latter have been more successful in 
depicting his true character. 

Among the exotic races of man the “ Redskin ” might well-nigh be 
called classical. From the very first a great attraction and charm 
went out from the Indian of the wilderness not less than from the 
brown Polynesian. Taken in the widest sense, no people are gener- 
ally better known than the heroes of Fenimore Cooper and Gustave 
Aimard. The courage and other martial virtues of the Indian, his 
tragic history, have api)ealed for more than a century to the inter- 
est and sympathy of cultured society in North America and Europe. 
And yet that same society, even in America, knows really very little 
about him. It must be borne in mind, however, that it is only during 
the last thirty-five or forty years that ethnologists have begun to 
study the Indian and his psychological characteristics on a scientific 
basis. 

Although exotism in literature with regard to other countries and 
peoples has been more than once the subject of criticism and com- 
ment — e. g., the works of Pierre Loti and Lafcadio Hearn — a spe- 
cial analytic and synthetic study of the American Indian has 
never been written, so far as I know. Even in such a pretentious 
work as L’^xotisme of Carlo and Eegismanset (2*^ edit., Paris, 1911) 
onlj six authors on Indian literary subjects are mentioned. The 
reader looks in vain for Longfellow, Bandelier, Remington, and 
other well-known names. 

In view of the scanty data concerning this subject I shall try 
briefly to review the principle literary works in which the Indian 

i Condensed translation and abstiaot of pap(>rs publislicd in the Dutch magazines 
De Gids, 1919, and De West-Indische Gids, 1920. 
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figures as the hero. I omit all books of travel, works on geography, 
ethnology, and history with regard to the Indian and his surround- 
ings, however great the merit of some of these works may be, and 
confine myself to purely literary works only. My standpoint, how- 
ever, is not that of a literary reviewer but of an ethnologist and 
geographer who by personal experience is more or less familiar with 
the Indian and his country. Although the scientific standpoint pre- 
vails, I can not wholly ignore the literary merits which some of the 
books under attention undoubtedly possess. Literary works of par- 
ticular value for the knowledge of the Indian and his surroundings 
have, of course, been more carefully reviewed than those of little or 
no scientific value. This review is far from exhaustive, particularly 
with regard to Central and South America. Moreover, several 
writers, old and modern, had to be omitted or simply mentioned, as 
their works were not available at the time of writing the paper. 
For instance, James Hall, Thorpe, Murray, Euppius, Liimmis, and 
a few others had to be passed over in silence. A certain class of 
popular writers was intentionally ignored because their books are 
absolutely valueless, or even misleading, from the ethnologist’s point 
of view. So far as European authors are concerned, the review is 
fairly complete. It covers a period of about 120 years (1799-1916). 
Any older works are not taken into consideration. 

North and South America I have treated separately. The North 
American Indian has been much oftener the subject of novelists 
and poets than his southern brother. 

Although the Eskimo are not Indians, they nevertheless belong to 
the American natives, and, besides, they have several traits in com- 
mon with the Indians. For this reason the poem of Emil Bessels, 
on account of its considerable scientific value, could not well be 
omitted. 

Nearly half of the 37 writers here noted are born or naturalized 
North Americans. Only 1 is of South America. 

So far as possible, the review is arranged according to the chrono- 
logical order in which the different works appeared, but, for obvious 
reasons, this principle could not always be followed. 

I. 

The first American novelist of note who wrote about Indians 
seems to have been Charles Brockden Brown (1771-1810) in Edgar 
Huntley, which book appeared in 1799. From the ethnologic point 
of view it is of no importance. Brown patterned his Indians after 
the more or less degenerate Indian loafers then to be found in the 
vicinity of certain New England towns. But Brown brought some- 
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thing new before the public, ^‘figures unfamiliar in literature — so 
unfamiliar, indeed, that Brown himself does not seem quite at home 
with them.” 

Next comes Washington Irving. In his Sketch Book, which ap- 
peared for the first time in 1819, there are two fine chapters on 
Indians — Traits of Indian Character and Philip of Pokanoket, an 
Indian Memoir. On the whole, Irving’s description of Indian char- 
acteristics is faithful and sympathetic, although necessarily some- 
w^hat superficial. The latter sketch, which is the more important, is 
an eloquent memorial to that great Indian patriot, Philip of Poka- 
noket (Metacom or King Philip), the soul of the war against riie 
English in 1675-76. Irving writes, i. a. : 

With a scanty band of followers, who still remained true to his fortunes, the 
unhappy PhUip w^andered back to the vicinity of Mount Hope, the ancient 
dwelling of his fathers. Here he lurked about like a specter among the deso- 
lated scenes of former power and prosperity, now bereft of home, of family, 
and friend. 

F urther on he says : 

Even in this last refuge of desperation and despair a sullen grandeur gathers 
round his memory. We picture him to ourselves seated among his careworn 
followers, brooding in silence over his blasted fortunes and acquiring a savage 
sublimity from the wildness and dreariness of his hirking place. Defeated but 
not dismayed, crushed to earth but not humiliated, he seemed to grow more 
haughty beneath disaster and to experience a Perce satisfaction in draining the 
last dregs of bitterness. 

More widely known than the Indian work of Brown and Irving 
are the frontier romances of James Fenimore Cooper. Among the 
older writers he stands foremost. Several of his works have been 
translated into various languages, including Dutch. 

Cooper, as we know, passed his youth, in the latter part of the 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, on what was then the 
frontier, near Otsego Lake, New York. Those days left an indellible 
impression upon him, and there is no doubt that some characters of 
his novels, among the whites at least, were depicted from real life. 
It is, however, somewhat doubtful whether he personally had much 
intercourse with Indians. It would seem that the greater part of 
what he tells his readers about the eastern Indians — Delawares. Mo- 
hicans, Hurons, and Iroquois — is borrowed from frontiersmen, colo- 
nists, and hunters, and also from various books. Properly spealring, 
Cooper, like many novelists after him, has given rather a composite 
description of Indian characteristics, manners, and customs than an 
exact account of any tribe in particular. Although, on the whole, 
he did not try to idealize the Indians, he nevertheless, appreciates 
their good qualities. The Mohican chief, Chingachgook, and his son, 
Uncas, as painted by Cooper, represent the Indian in his noblest 
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expression, ihe Huron, Magua, and his fellow tribesmen show the 
Indian’s darkest side. 

Space does not permit me to analyze the different novels of Cooper 
which appeared between 1823 and 1841, such as The Pioneers, The 
Last of the Mohicans, The Deerslayer, The Prairie, and The Path- 
finaer, but a few critical remarks must be made, particularly with 
regard to The Last of the Mohicans, which is generally considered 
his masterpiece. Cooper does not discriminate enough between the 
different Indian tribes and their subdivisions. For example, too 
little distinction is made by him between Delawares and Mohicans. 
Uncas,^ the Mohican, is for Cooper, at the same time, “ a son of the 
great Unamis ' (Turtle). This is, of course, absurd, as the Unami 
constituted the principal of the three subtribes — or, according to 
Morgan, the three gentes—into which the Delawares were divided. 
The Mohicans were a distinct people. 

Concerning the identification of the Mohican, there exists, or 
existed, a great confusion, not uncommon in American tribal syn- 
onymy. Briefly stated, there were, or still are, two different groups 
of Mohican, each of which had its distinct dialect. One of these 
groups lived on the upper course of the Connecticut Piver, and the 
other one on the upper Hudson as fur as the vicinity of Lake Cham- 
plain. Coopers Mohican seem to belong to the latter group. But 
the}" were certainly not the last Mohican, even in 1757, the year in 
which the romantic events painted by him are supposed to have 
Of the Connecticut Mohican about 100 were still existing 
in 1904, although largely of mixed blood. With regard to the Mohi- 
can formerly of the Hudson River region, Michelson ^ a few sum- 
mers ago collected some linguistic material among the remnant then 
residing at Green Bay, M is. The logical inference which we must 
draw from the foregoing is that the pathetic lament of Chingach- 
gook : “ I am on the hilltop and must go down into the valley ; and 
when Uncas follows in my footsteps there will no longer be any of 
the blood of the Hagamorcs, tor my boy is the last of the Mohicans ” — 
can not be taken literally. 

Prom Cooper's novels the reader might infer that the IMohican 
and Delawares spoke tlie same language. Hawkeye, for instance, 
always speaks Delaware with Chmgachgook and Uncas. This is not 
the fact. ^Moreover, the Mohican language is more closely related 
to Pequot than to Delaware.^ 

is obvious that Cooprr’s fictitious Uncus has nothing in common with the historic 
Uncas, a Mohican chieftain of Connecticut who died about 1083 NerertholeJ^s there 
FPcms to exist some confusion with regard to the two. Cf. Handbook of American In- 
dians, part Bur. Am. Ethnology, under Uncas ; see also Unami, Mohican, and Mohegan 
in the same work. 

Mnternat Journ. of Am. Linguistics, vol. I, p. 57. New York, 1917 

‘ Michelson. loc. cit. 
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We shall close these critical remarks with another instance ox 
Cooper’s ethnological errors. In his Wept of Wish-ton-wish, the 
events of which novel are supposed to occur about IGGC, we are told 
that the New England Indians scalped their enemies. They did not. 
Thanks to Friederici’s researches^ we now know that at the time of 
America s discovery the area of the scalping custom was very limited, 
and that this practice spread only later and gradually, a result to 
which the whites largely contributed. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing criticism, Fenimore Cooper stands 
unsurpassed as a writer of Indian and frontier stories of the seven- 
teenth and eighteenth centuries ; and as a truthful painter of scenery 
very few Indian novelists equal him. 

During Cooper's life another American writer, William Gilmore 
Simms, wrote a few novels concerning the then southeastern frontier. 
About 1825 he visited the region of the Mississippi with his father, 
who had previously been among the Cherokee and Creek Indians, 
from whom he had brought back wonderful tales which also must 
have inspired the future author of Guy Eivers. This novel, which 
appeared in 1831, was shortly afterwards followed by a second one, 
The Yemassee, which is better known. The influence of Cooper on 
Simms is evident, but although Simms was the author of several 
other works also, he never reached the standard of Cooper. 

The poem, Mogg Megone, of John Greenleaf Whittier, which ap- 
peared about 1835, is of quite a different character. It relates to a 
tragic episode of Colonial history in 1721: the massacre and burning 
by English colonists of the Catholic mission of Fatlier Efde at Nor- 
ridgewock, Me., in which Mogg Megone, an Abnaki Christianized 
chief and many of his followers perished. 

With the exception of certain novels of Cooper and Aimard, and 
of Chateaubriand’s Atala, no literary work on Indians is more widely 
known than The Song of Hiawatha by Pleiiry AV. Longfellow. Pub- 
lished for the first time in 1855, it has been wholly or partlv trans- 
lated in several languages, even in Latin, and including a Dutch 
rendering by J. J. L. ten Kate. Longfellow did not himself collect 
in the far West the Jiiaterial for the Song, but borrowed, as we 
know, from various Indian traditions told by Schoolcraft in his 
Algic Eesearches and History, Conditions, etc., of the Indian Tribes 
in the United States, as well as from Hecke welder, Catlin, Mary 
Eastman, and others. His personal acquaintance with Indians was 
limited to the few from the West whom he saw and met at Boston. 
In our day we know who and what Hiawatha was, but when Long- 
fellow wrote his Song we did not. Therefore the poetical descrip- 
tions of Hiawatha's origin, position, and character are a curious 


• Skalpieren UDd almlielio Krieg^j^^ebrUuche in Amerika. p. 17. Brunswick, 1906. 



512 ANNUAL REPORT SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 1921. 

mixture of misconception and fallacies. Hiawatha was undoubtedly 
a historical figure, but in Longfellow’s mind was not only identical 
with Manabozho (Nanabozho, Michabo), but also with Teharonhia- 
wagon. These names, however, do not designate historical or even 
mvthicO'historical figures, but anthropomorphic deities. Manabozho, 
with his many synonyms, belongs to the Algonkin pantheon and in 
particular to that of the Ojibwa, and Chibiabos (Chipiapoos) is one 
of his brothers, while Longfellow makes him a kind of bard and a 
friend of Hiawatha. Teharonhiawagon resembles in the main Mana- 
bozho but belongs to the mythico-religious cycles of the Iroquois. 
Longfellow makes Hiawatha an Ojibwa of Lake Superior, while it 
is beyond doubt that he was either a Mohawk or an Onondaga of 
central New York, while Hiawatha’s mother bears in the Song a 
Dakota name, Wenonah. Mudjekeewis, the West Wind, is not only 
Hiawatha’s father, but also his grandfather. The confusion is made 
still worse because the place of action of the Song is put on the 
southern shore of Lake Superior. It would be very easy to give 
more instances of the many ethnologic errors which the poem con- 
tains. Nevertheless, the spirit of the Song is on the whole decidedly 
Indian. Its well known literary charms need not be recalled here. 
To my mind, Hiawatha’s Wooing, The Ghosts, and The Famine are 
among the best parts. 

Two other minor poems of Longfellow dealing with Indians may 
be mentioned here: The Burial of Minnisink and To the Driving 
Cloud. The latter relates to an Omaha chieftain visiting an Ameri- 
can city. 

Fenimore Cooper was hardly 2 years old when the young French 
viscount Frangois Rene de Chateaubriand visited North America 
in quest of adventures and subjects for his pen. Chateaubriand’s 
stay covered only six or seven months of 1791, and his travels prob- 
ably did not extend much farther than the Ohio River. Although 
he undoubtedly went up the Hudson, crossed the country of the Iro- 
quois, and visited Niagara Falls, we are in doubt as to his further 
wanderings. Even his Voyage en Amerique is very vague in this 
respect, and although he casually remarks that he traveled along 
the banks of the Mississippi, nothing is less proven. The only 
authentic, though very superficial, description of Indians in the 
Voyage refers to the Onondaga. As for the chapters on the man- 
ners and customs, languages, religion, etc., of Indians in general, 
and on the geography and natural history of what he calls ^‘les 
Florides,” they consist of a curious, confused mixture, obviously 
copied from various writers, among whom he acknowledges that he 
ow»s much to Bartram. 

The principal Indian hero of Chateaubriand is Chactas, a Natchez. 
First he appears in Atala; next, though incidentally, in Rene; and 
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finally in Les Natchez. Chateaubriand says that the life story of 
Atala was told him by a Seminole, which seems very doubtful. Les 
Natchez is based on an episode of French colonial history in the 
first half of the eighteenth century. In writing this novel, he bor- 
rowed his data from various sources, chiefly from Charlevoix, and 
perhaps also from Le Page du Pratz. Chactas and his maiden love, 
Atala, Celuta, the Natchez wife of the unfortunate Rene, not to men- 
tion others of Chateaubriand’s Indians, are all very unreal, psycho- 
logically untrue. Their maudlin sentimentality, as well as their fre- 
quent laments and weeping and speaking ‘‘ la langue de la cour de 
Louis XIV,”® smack of the theater. These defects are, of course, 
partly due to the time in which he wrote. 

From the foregoing we may draw the inference that ethnologi- 
cally Chateaubriand’s American works can not be taken seriously. 
As a piece of literature, however, the tragic idyl, Atala, is generally 
considered to be a masterpiece, far superior to Les Natchez. 

A few examples of Chateaubriand’s fallacies will suffice to show 
his worthlessness as an Americanist. 

In the Epilogue of Atala Chateaubriand asserts that he met (in 
1791) the last remnant of the Natchez tribe near Niagara Falls, car- 
rying with them the bones of their fathers. This, of course, is im- 
possible, for after the defeat these Indians suffered at the hands of 
Governor Perrier in 1731, the Natchez scattered and mainly took 
refuge among the Chickasaws, Cherokee, and Creeks. Among the 
last mentioned tribe Swann found, in 1791, more than one Natchez 
village.^ In Les Natchez the names of Manitou, Kitchimanitou, 
Michabou, and Athaensic are frequently met with as being Natchez 
gods, while they are in fact Algonkin and Huron. But these blun- 
ders are not worse than the description of the great council of many 
tribes — Natchez, Indians from the Atlantic coast regions and Mex- 
ico, and even Eskimo being among them — which was held on the 
northern shore of Lake Superior; or more absurd than the appear- 
ance at New Orleans of a flotilla of canoes manned by Pawnee 
Indians. 

He who wants to judge Chateaubriand as an ethnologist and to- 
pographer ought to compare his data with those of Doctor Swanton ® 
concerning the Natchez Indians. 

Among the great German poets I know of but three who inci- 
dentally wrote about Indians. These are Schiller, Adelbert von 
Chamisso, and Nicolaus Lenau. Only the two latter visited America. 
IVhere Schiller got the motives of his Nadowessiers Todtenlied I do 

« Henri-Fr^d^ric Amiel, Fragments d’un Journal intime, 0th edit., t. I, p. 132. 

John R. Swanton, Indian Tribes of the Lower Mississippi Valley, etc., p. 253 (Bulle- 
tin 43, Bur. Am. Ethnology, Washington, 1911). 

* Op. cit, pp. 45-257. 
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not know; I mention it only because of a curious blunder made by 
the great poet, who speaks of an Indian following the trail of the 
Eennthier (caribou) on the prairie in the Sioux country, which, of 
course, is absurd. Chamisso’s Indian subjects have no connection 
whatever with his visits to the American coast. They date from 
1828-1830, and bear the titles of Eede des alten Kriegers Bunte — 
Schlange im Eathe der Creek — Indianer, and Das Mordthal. The 
former poem is possibly based on history, for Spotted Snake com- 
plains in it of the unjust and cruel treatment of the Creeks by the 
whites. The latter poem refers to a tale which appeared in the North 
American Eeview. 

I shall speak later on of Chamisso’s poetical rendering of another 
South American tragedy, the best of the three he wrote. 

When such a poet as Lenau visited the United States in 1832 it was 
but natural that the sea, the forest, Niagara Falls, and the tragical 
fate of the Indian appealed to him, and that he chose them as sub- 
jects for his songs. Der Indianerzug and Die drei Indianer deserve 
to be mentioned. With regard to the former poem, Indianer sind’s, 
die von der Heimath scheiden,’’ the forest along the Susquehanna 
Eiver resound with laments as the Indians are forced by the white 
settlers to leave their country. After their first halt under the 
high oaks, at dawn a red glare can be seen at the far horizon, for 
the forests, left only yesterday, are on fire. The white intruder has 
begun his work of devastation. 

The second poem is even more sad. Three Indians, an old man 
and his two sons, robbed of everything by the whites except “ im 
Herzen todlich bittres Hassen,” while singing their death song com- 
mit suicide by throwing themselves with their canoe into the thunder- 
ing falls of Niagara. 

III. 

Of a very different class of writers on Indian subjects are those 
often called, more or less justly, writers of fiction for the young. 
They are comparatively quite numerous, and some of them have been 
(and some perhaps are still in Europe) as popular as Fenimore 
Cooper. The best known are Gustave Aimard, Gabriel Ferry, Bene- 
dict Henry Eevoil, de Wogan, Mayne Eeid, Gerstaecker, Armand, 
Euppius, and Mollhausen. Taken collectively, they were especially 
in vogue between the years 1850-1870. On the whole, the literary 
merits of these novelists are rather slight. Ferry and Mayne Eeid 
are among the best. From the ethnological and geographical stand- 
point most of these books are absolutely worthless, even misleading, 
and the rest of little value. It seems doubtful to me whether some 
of these nine men really visited the Far West and the Indians they 
describe. 
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Aiinard was a very prolific writer. Among his many books I 
mention only Les Trappeurs de I’Arkansas, Les Chasseux's d’Abeilles. 
Coeiir de PieiTe, Balle-Franche. They were translated in several 
languages. 

Of Gabriel Ferry (pseudonym of Louis de Bellemarre) the fasci- 
nating novel, Le Coureur des Bois, and the Mexican story, Costal 
ITndier must be mentioned. 

Among the frontier romances of the Irish captain, Mayne Eeid, 
The Scalp Hunters, The Desert Home, and The Headless Horseman 
stand first. His topographical descriptions, as of the high dry plains 
and the chaparral of western Texas, are particulaidy truthful. 

Friederich Gerstiicker, once the most popular Eeiseschriftsteller 
of his time, notwithstanding his many travels in Xorth and South 
America, has written very little about Indians worth mentioning. 

Striibberg, under the pseudonym of Armand, wrote several books, 
partly based on his travels and adventures, among them Bis in die 
Wildniss and Amerikanische Jagd- und Eeise-Abenteuer (2d edit. 
Stuttgart, 1S76). 

Euppius, another German novelist, wrote, among others, Der 
Prairie-Teufel, which has been translated in Dutch. 

Baldwin Mollhausen, a companion of Whipple and Ives in the 
western wilds, was not only a writer of numerous books of travel, 
illustrated by himself, but also of many novels dealing with American 
subjects. In some of these Indians figure. On the whole his descrip- 
tions are quite trustworthy. Although he belonged to an eaidier gen- 
eration, his work reaches into the twentieth century, for in 1904, when 
nearly an octogenarian, he published a collection of essays under the 
title of ‘‘Bilder aus dem Eeiche der Xatur,” partly relating to In- 
dians. The introduction to this book is a poem of some merit, in 
which he recalls his early life in the west among the Indians, and 
compares things with the new conditions more than fifty years later: 
a melancholy retrospect. In this poem the old traveler has before 
his mind’s eye a “ milden Zauberabend,” when he stood on the high 
bluff of the Nebraska (Platte) Eiver. At his feet the prairie stretched 
“ unabsehbar griin und duftig,” with the teepees and campfires and 
grazing horses of the Sioux — a picture of peace and poetry in the days 
of long ago. And at present? 

Jahre sind seitdem ent^chwunden, 

Ueber tunfzig lange Jahre. 

Was einst Poesie der Wildnis; 

Bisonsherden, braune Jager, 

Lust’ger Ritt auf Tot and Leben, 

1st verwandeit und zerstoben 
Vor dem Haucli des Eisenrosses, 

Feuer fressend, Funken schnaubend. 
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Two of Edward S. Curtis’ books ought perhaps to be mentioned 
here, as they also were written for youthful readers. From the eth- 
nologist’s point of view, however, there is such a marked contrast 
between these books and those of Aimard and similar writers, that 
one cannot very well class them together. Moreover, Curtis’ work is 
much more recent and will be briefly noted later on. 

IV. 

To American readers much need not be said about the life and works 
of Joaquin Miller. I shall only bring to mind here that in several of 
his poems he sings of the West and the Pacific coast from Oregon to 
Nicaragua, and in these poems the Indian not infrequently figures. 
Much of his poetiy and prose work was published in London be- 
tween 1871-1S78. 

In The Last Taschastas, which appeared in the volume, Songs of 
the Sierras, Miller describes the “ war chief ’s daughter ” as follows : 

Taller than the tassel’d corn, 

Sweeter than the kiss of morning. 

Sad as some sweet star of morn, 

Half defiant, half forlorn. 

In the same poem an Indian brave is depicted thus : 

His breast was like a ffate of brass, 

His brow was like a gather’d storm ; 

There is no chisel’d stone that has 
So stately and complete a form, 

In sinew, arm and every part, 

In all the galleries of art. 

As in Miller’s poems, we find truth and fancy also mixed in his 
prose works, such as his Life Amongst the Modocs. Ethnologically 
both have hardly any value. Nevertheless his descriptions of west- 
ern types, scenes, and scenery in this book, as well as in several of 
his western poems, are often interesting, bearing the stamp not only 
of a strong individuality but also of things really seen and felt. 

On the well-known novel, Eamona, of Mrs. Helen Hunt Jackson 
I need not dwell either for American readers. While I fully ac- 
knowledge the noble aim and effort of the authoress of A Century 
of Dishonor, as well as the great merits of Eamona, the California 
Mission Indians she depicts hardly interest the ethnologist, deeply 
as their sad history may move the philanthropist. 

Although much has been written about Tecumseh, I know of only 
one literary work concerning the great Indian patriot, namely, a 
drama, Tecumseh, by Charles Mair (London. 1886). On the whole, 
Mair would seem to be historically correct, with the exception of 
certain dramatis personae and of some assertions contained in the 
explanatory notes. Moreover, the way in which his Indians speak 
sounds rather un-Indianlike, but possibly this could not well be 
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avoided in English. Tecumseh’s monologue embodying his favorite 
idea may serve as an illustration : 

From vales and rivers which were once our own 
The pale hounds who uproot our ancient graves 
Come whining for our lands with fawning tongues, 

And schemes and subterfuge and subtleties. 

O for a Pontiac to drive them back 

And whoop them to their shuddering villages. 

O for an age of valor like to his, 

When freedom clothed herself with solitude, 

And one in heart the scattered nations stood, 

And one in hand. It comes. And mine shall be 
The loftj" task to teach them to be free — 

To knit the nations, bind them into one, 

And end the task great Pontiac begun. 

Ethnologically the drama is of no importance. 

From the scientific standpoint the work of the writers whom I 
have briefly reviewed in the foregoing pages dwindles into nothing 
compared with the works of which I shall presently give a short 
summary. One might say that with Frank Hamilton Cushing’s My 
Adventures in Zuni (the Century Magazine, 1882-83) another phase 
begins in American literature with regard to the Indian. To this 
period belong also Bandelier, Miss Proctor, Mrs. Pyan, Eemington. 
and Curtis. 

Cushing, as it is well known, had an excellent literary style, rare 
indeed among men of science, but only two of his publications can 
be classed as really belonging to our subject. In the Adventures he 
relates some of his first impressions and experiences at Zuni. We 
have to do with delightful sketches of daily life in the pueblo and of 
the character of its dusky inhabitants. The value of the articles is 
enhanced by excellent illustrations, due to the pencils of Farny and 
Metcalf. 

The way in which even trivial things of Indian life are described 
and Indian thoughts rendered by Cushing is far from common 
among ethnologists. Twice it was my privilege to stay with Cush- 
ing at Zuni, which puts me in a position to vouch for the truthful- 
ness of these magazine articles, from which I shall only quote the 
following translation of a Ziifii winter folk tale : 

The rattle-tailed serpents 
Have gone into council ; 

For the God of the Ice-caves 
From his home where the white down 
Of the wind in the north-land 
Lies spread out forever, 

Breathes over our country 
And breaks down the pine-boughs. 


101257—22 34 
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Strictly speaking, the collection of Zuni Folk-Tales, which was 
edited in 1901 after Cushing’s death, does not belong to our subject. 
An exception has been made, however, on account of the literary 
style in which they are rendered. Maj. J. W. Powell, who wrote the 
introduction to this work, justly said: 

Under the scrip torial wand of Cushing the folk- tales of the Zunis are destined 
to become a part of the living literature of the world, for he is a poet although 
he does not write in verse. 

Cushing, indeed, could think like the Indians who made these 
myths; he could speak like their priests and prophets as probably 
no white man before or after him ever could. Space forbids any 
quotations from this interesting work. 

The well-known archeologist, Adolph F. Bandolier, treated not 
only of the legends concerning El Dorada, dating from the ^^con- 
quista ”, in his book. The Gilded Man, but he also wrote an excellent 
Indian novel, The Delight Makers. The first edition was published 
in 1890 at New York and a second, illustrated edition, with an intro- 
duction by Chas. F. Lummis, appeared in 1916. My review refers to 
the first edition. Bandolier, too, was a Pueblo familiar, who spent 
considerable time in the Southwest, and whose many-sided talents 
led him to write this novel. The effort to idealize the Indian, so 
common among older writers, is lacking in Bandelier’s romantic 
story, in which he endeavors never to leave the solid ground of 
archeologic and ethnologic facts. Although the plot is his own, 
some of the scenes he describes were witnessed by himself at Cochiti. 
The time of the story is not actual, but is set long before the dis- 
covery of America, in what is now New Mexico, and mainly in the 
narrow canyon of Tyuonyi, the Eito de los Frijoles of the Spaniards. 
The Indians of those bygone days apparently did not differ much 
from the present Pueblo Indians who, Bandelier says, are at heart 
nearly the same Indians we found them in this story.” The dramatis 
personae, of course, are only Indians, belonging to the Queres and 
Tehua tribes, who at that period dwelt chiefly in caves and upon 
cliffs. 

The title of Bandelier’s novel is a translation of Koshare, the name 
of a religious-social organization among the Queres, which was com- 
mon also to Pueblo tribes, and is still in existence. The business of 
the Koshare consists mainly of jokes and grotesque dances at public 
performances which take place in summer and autumn in connection 
with the prayers for rain. But the Delight ^lakers play also a 
political part in Pueblo society, which leads to much enmity. An- 
other important element consists of the clans with their fixed laws 
and reciprocal petty jealousies. The primitive religious ideas and 
the numerous performances connected with them, the belief in 
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witches, and many other superstitions, would make the life of these 
Indians unbearable if it were not for their innate carelessness and 
naive confidence in “Those Above” — Shiima. Of all this and much 
more with regard to ancient Pueblo society Bandelier tells us through 
the many different actors in his novel. All of them can not be men- 
tioned here; suffice it to say that they are all drawn from nature, 
like Topanashka, the great war chief of the Queres and the father 
of Say. a woman suspected of witchcraft; like Shotaye, the lonely 
buxom herborist; Zashue, Hayone, the Don Juan of Tyuonyi; Okova 
and Mitsha, the young lovers, and several others. 

Among the best and most interesting parts of The Delight Makers 
I reckon the description of the great night council of clan representa- 
tives in the estufa, where questions about irrigation and the division 
of lands are discussed (Ch. XI). What happens on a sunny day 
upon the wooded mesa above Tyuonyi is also very well described 
(Ch. XIV and XV), namely, the meeting of Shotaye with Cayamo, 
a Tehua warrior, witnessed by Topanashka. At the same time the 
hunting of wild turkeys by a mountain lion and the curious behavior 
of the crows during the hide-and-seek scene of Topanashka and his 
invisible enemies show an extraordinary gift of observation in Bande- 
lier. The same remark applies to the description of the wounding 
and death of Topanashka, the chapter in which the writer tells of 
the ill-fated camiDaign by the Queres against the Tehua of the Puye 
is very instructive with regard to Indian warfare and warrior 
psychology. 

Notwithstanding the great ethnologic value of The Delight 
Makers, I am obliged to make a few critical remarks. Since Bande- 
lier wrote his novel, our knowledge has considerably increased, for 
which reason he can not well be held responsible for the following 
mistakes: First, he mentions the Navaho or Dinne (Tinne) as being 
enemies of the Queres in those very remote days. Moreover, the 
Navaho youth, Nacaytziishe, is one of the characters in Bandelier’s 
2 :)lot. We know now that the origin of the Dinne, according to 
their own tradition, dates back less than five centuries, namely, prob- 
ably about the beginning of the fifteenth century. Hodge® says that 
the arrival of the forefathers of the Navaho in San Juan Valley 
did not occur before the second half of the fifteenth century, and 
not until the seA enteenth century were they strong enough to make 
war on other tribes. Now Bandelier is explicit in saying that the 
Tyuonyi Valley was already deserted “centuries previous to the 
advent of the Spaniards,” and that his story “occurred much ante- 
rior to the discovery of America ” (p. 4.) 

»P. W. Hodge, The c-arly Xarahu and Apache (American Anthropologist, vol. VIII. 
1895, pp. 223 seq.) ; aK^o, art. Navaho in Handbook quoted, part 2. 
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As the Spaniards did not arrive in New Mexico until 1539, and as 
America was discovered in 1492, it follows logically that in this case 
synchronism is out of the question. 

Furthermore, it is very doubtful whether the Navaho knew of 
scalping in the time of Bandelier’s novel, regardless of the question 
whether they really existed as a distinct tribe at the same time as 
the Queres of Tyuonyi. In my criticism of Cooper I have already 
drawn attention to the fact that at the advent of the whites in 
America the area of the scalping custom was comparatively limited. 
It would seem that at that period the practice was unknown west 
of the Mississippi. Moreover, even if the Dinne did scalp, the cus- 
tom was not very general among them. They probably learned it 
from other hostile tribes, like the Pueblos. It is even open to doubt 
whether the Queres and Tehua knew anything about scalping before 
the discovery of America. We are forced to draw the conclusion 
that Bandelier errs when, in his novel, he makes the Navaho scalp 
an old woman from Tyuonyi as well as Topanashka. And probably 
our author is equally mistaken when he represents his Tyuonyi and 
Puye warriors as scalp hunters. In describing the shield of Cayamo, 
Bandelier says that its decoration — a green crescent and four red 
crosses — had “no heraldic significance,” being “but the creation of 
fancy or taste.” This is very improbable. If we may judge from the 
results of investigations by James Mooney into the heraldry of war 
shields (of the Kiowas) we can safely believe that shield decoration 
among the ancient and present sedentary Indians of the Southwest 
also had and has a deeper significance.^^ 

The foregoing remarks show how difiicult it is to write an ethno- 
logic novel answering to the requirements of science. If a specialist 
like Bandelier could make mistakes, it is obvious that other writers 
much less familiar with their subject must inevitably err when they 
venture to treat of Indians in literary works. 

Miss Edna Dean Proctor’s poem, The Song of the Ancient People, 
also relates to the Pueblo Indians, more particularly the Zunis and 
Moqui (Hopi), both, we might say, harmoniously blended together 
in treatment. John Fiske wrote the preface and the “ Zufii familiar,” 
Cushing, a commentary, indorsements which vouch for the ethno- 
logic value of the poem. Cushing, for instance, speaks of its “ strict 
fidelity of statement ” and says that it is “ ancient in spirit and 
feeling.” The Song of the Ancient People was published in 1893 
by the Riverside Press at Cambridge, Mass., with illustrations by 
Julian Scott. In it Miss Proctor brought together much valuable 
material concerning the religion, mythology, folk-lore, manners, 


Cf. Frlederici, Skalpieren, etc. pp. l.S-14. 

^ Art. Heraldry and Shields in Handbook quoted. 
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customs, etc., of the Pueblo Indians, which she couched in a form 
of high literary value. The following quotations will give an idea 
of this excellent poem : 

We are the Aoicient People ; 

Our father is the JSun; 

Our mother, the Earth, where the mountains tower 
And the rivers seaward run . . . 

Of the Corn-maids she sings : 

The dews that guard the Coru-malds. 

And the fields keep fair to view ; 

But the Rainbow is false and cruel, 

For it ends the gentle showers, 

And the opening leaves and the tender buds 
Like the ruthless worm devours, 

Aud still its stolen tints are won 

From the blanching, wfithering flowers . . . 

With regard to Po'-shai-an-k’ya, whose role somewhat resembles 
that of Hiawatha, this kind of Demiurgus, according to tradition, 
returned to Shi-pa-pu-li-ma, ‘*the mist enshrouded city,” after he 
had performed his task; which the poet renders thus: 

His voice was sweet as the summer wind, 

But his robe was poor and old, 

And, scorned of men, he Journeyed far 
' To the city the mists enfold. 

Unseen, as the summer wind departs, 

He vanished in mist away! 

Some verses of the Song are full of pathos, rendering tlie lament 
of a vanishing people : 

Words are dead and lips are dumb 
Our hopeless woe to speak. 

For the fires grow cold, and tlie dances fail, 

And the songs in their echoes die ; 

And w'hat have we left but tlie graves beueath , 

And above the waiting sky? 

And further: 


Of the grandeur of our temple- walls 
But mounds of earth remain. 

And over our altars and our graves 
Your towers rise proud and high ! 

Still another American woman writer has been inspired by the 
romance of the Southv/est, namely, Mrs. Marah Ellis Ryan, who 
wrote the Indian Love Letters (1907)^2 ^nd The Flute of the Gods 


A Dutch free translation of these Letters, with introduction and explanatory notes, 
by Doctor ten Kate, was published in De Indische Gids of 1920 at Amsterdam. 
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(1910). Both works relate to the Hopi ; the former in modern times, 
the latter during the advent of the Spaniards. Ethnologically, Mrs. 
Kyan does not reach the high standard of Miss Proctor, but she also 
is undeniably a poet, although she does not write in verse. A feeling 
of deep sympathy with these gentle, interesting Indians, and sadness 
over their fate, pervades the work of both these writers. 

The short life story of Se-kyal-ets~tewa (Dawn Light), the hero 
and writer ” of the Love Letters, is the melancholy story of many 
young Indians educated in the East and sacrificed to a principle. A 
year after his return to Walpi, Se-kyaLets-tewa writes defiantly to 
the American maiden with her “ eyes of turquoise,” whom he loves in 
secret : 

Yes ! I am again the Indian ! From the mocassin of brown deer skin to 
the head band of scarlet there is not anything of the white man’s garb to tell 
your friends that I was a player in the University team, who for a little while 
was called by a white man’s meaningless name, and who sat beside you on the 
sand dunes of the Eastern Sea a year ago. 

I sit alone now and write this on a sand dune under Arizona’s skies, at the 
foot of old Walpi’s cliffs . , . 

In the sand dunes there is always silence; a suggestion of a vast desert of 
immeasurable silences where everything human can be buried and forgotten. 

The white shells, gathered by you and given to me in jest that day to make 
a necklace for an Indian maiden, are on the stone shrine, centuries old, on a won- 
derful mesa. 

They keep company with the baho (plume prayer sticks) of our primitue 
religion. The God of the Skies guard them there. 

Space forbids more quotations as well as a detailed synopsis of the 
Letters. Suffice to say that the end of Se-kyal-ets-tewa is tragic. 
With shattered hopes he is continually fretting, giving vent to his 
feelings in numerous letters to his lady love and finally dies of tuber- 
culosis. An Indian girl, rival of the “ Maid of the Moon Song, 
remains to mourn his loss. 

Dawn Light is a kind of Chactas (vide infra), but much less 
theatrical, a sort of Indian Werther. Mrs. Ryan undoubtedly poured 
out much of her own soul in these “ letters ” which, however, do not 
quite solve the problem whether potentially a highly educated Indian 
is capable of expressing his feelings in the way that Se-kyal-ets-tewa 
does. 

Mrs, Ryan’s descriptions of Hopi land, with its high mesas and 
deep canyons, its glorious simsets, and moon-lit nights, are particu- 
larly truthful and excellent. 

Quite different from the works briefly analyzed in this chapter are 
the books of the late Frederic Remington.^^ If Remington, perhaps, 
was not as great a writer as artist, nevertheless his literary products 

An appreciation of Remington as an Indian painter appeared in Anthropos, t. VI» 
Vienna, 1911. 
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relating to Indians bear the stamp of a master who knew the West 
and its inhabitants well. Among other things he wrote Pony Tracks, 
Men with the Bark on, Crooked Trails, Frontier Sketches, and The 
Way of an Indian. I shall say only a few words about the last- 
mentioned work, which was published in 1906 in New York, and 
was illustrated by its author. 

It relates to the life story of a Northern Cheyenne Indian which, 
in the main, might as well be the life story of a thousand other 
Indians of the prairie and mountain tribes from forty to fifty years 
ago. Although a severe critic in a position to judge of Remington’s 
description of the Cheyennes and their ways would probably find 
cause for a few remarks, I think that on the whole Remington is 
right, and that the mentality of White Otter alias Fire Eater, the 
hero of the story, and of his comrades corresponds very well to that 
of the average fighting Indian in bygone days. 

Whether we follow young White Otter on his first raid into the 
Crow country, from which he returns with a scalp and a few stolen 
horses, or see him starting on other expeditions, performing daring 
deeds leading to high honors among his people, the vivid descriptions 
by Remington are equally fascinating and Indian in spirit. The 
end of the old warrior and chief is tragic. At dawn, in winter, 
while Fire Eater and his followers are encamped in a remote canyon 
of the Big Horn Mountains, they are suddenly attacked by United 
States cavalry. In the confusion Fire Eater loses his hitherto in- 
separable “ bat-skin medicine,” an amulet which has protected him 
almost from boyhood. As the teepees are burned, all searching for 
the precious object is in vain. Fire Eater’s youngest wife is killed 
and he retreats with his little boy into the snowy mountains a “ vic- 
tim of his lost medicine.” The child dies from exposure, after which 
Fire Eater, deserted by his own people, at last “ sat alone waiting 
for the evil spirits which lurked among the pine trees to come and 
take him.” 

Two little books of Edward S. Curtis which must be mentioned 
here are Indian Days of the Long Ago and In the Land of the Head- 
Hunters, published in New York in 1914 and 1915. Both are illus- 
trated with excellent reproductions of Curtis’s photographs, and are 
more particularly intended for youthful readers. The plot of each is 
wholly Indian. In Indian Days the story of KuKusim, a Salish 
boy, is told interwoven with abundant ethnologic material. The 
Head-Hunters are the Kwakiutl and neighboring tribes, about which 
much valuable information is given. The latter book found its 
origin in “ an outline or scenario for a motion-picture drama.” 
Hence it is, I presume, that this work has here and there something 
theatrical and unreal. It has, for instance, a curious effect on a 
reader versed in things Indian to listen to the declamatory rhetoric 
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of Curtis’s Indian bards, and to hear that Motanu and Xaida, chil- 
dren of chiefs, address each other as ‘‘prince” and “princess.” 
^Notwithstanding these little defects both books are well written and 
very instructive, even for adult readers. 

The i)osthumous work of Dr. Emil Bessels, “Aniligka “ eine poeti- 
sche Erzahlimg aus dem hohen Norclen,” treats, as I have already 
stated, not of Indians but of Eskimo. It was published by Otto 
Baisch (Stuttgart, 1891). Bessels, the naturalist of the ill-fated 
Polaris expedition, spent nine months among the Eskimo at Ita in 
northwestern Greenland. Analigka is the pretty heroine of this 
poetic tale. She is portrayed from life as well as Aversuak, Ulajok 
and other characters of the story. Around Aniligka the poet-ethnol- 
ogist centers his plot, which ends dramatically (Der Eisgang). Bes- 
sels also gives much attention to the description of the natural 
phenomena and the atmospheric conditions as the influence of these 
on Eskimo life is obvious. An appendix with explanatory notes of 
more than thirty pages renders Bessel’s work, which in many respects 
IS ot great merit, especially valuable. 

vr. 

^ stated in the introduction, the literary works relating 

to t e South American Indian are much less numerous, but com- 
paratively they contain much of ethnologic value. 

hen Alexander von Humboldt and Aime Bonpland visited the 
grotto of Ataruipe on the Orinoco they found the skeleton remains 
ot many hundreds of Ature Indians, a tribe, according to tradition, 
ong since extinct. Except an old parrot at Maypures, no living be- 
ing then understood or spoke the Ature language. Ernst Curtins, a 
friend of Humboldt, chose the “Aturen^Papagei ” as the subject for 
a delightful litde poem which Humboldt published in the first vol- 
ume of his Ansichten der N^atur. The following quotations will give 
an Idea of it ; ‘ 

In der Orinoco-Wilduiss 
Sitxt ein alter Papagei, 

Halt Tinfl Starr, als oh sein Bildaiss 
Aus deiu Stein gehauen sei. 


Der Aturen allerletzter, 

Trauert dort der Papagei ; 

Am Gersteiu der Schnabel wetzt er, 
X>urch die I.tifte tont sein Schrei. 


Einsam mf er, unverstanden, 

In die frenide 'Welt hinein ; 

Nur die Wasser hdrt er branden, 
Keine Seele achtet sein. 
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Humboldt'S journe}^ in South America also indirectly inspired 
Adelbert von Chamisso, who wrote the poem, Der Stein der Mutter 
odor der Guahiba-Indianerin. It dates from 1828, and is based upon a 
historical tragedy narrated in Humboldt’s Voyage aiix regions equi- 
noxiales. It relates the persecution and martyrdom of an Indian 
mother and her two children at the hands of fanatical Sjianish 
priests : 

Am Atabapo’s XJfer ragt empor 

Kiu Stein, der Stein der Mutter, wohlbekannt 

Dein ScliitXer, der dem Ort zur Hast erkor. 

Etc., etc. 

During his travels in the Orinoco region, Alfred Eussel Wallace 
spent in 1851 considerable time at Javita, among the Baniva, or 
Maniva Indians, an Arawakan tribe. It is the same Javita which 
is mentioned in Der Stein der Mutter. By way of pastime during 
lonely evenings, Wallace wrote in blank verse a truthful and pretty 
description of this place and its dusky inhabitants. This poetic 
sketch appears in extenso in chapter IX of his Travels on the Ama- 
zon and Eio Negro (London, 1853). 

The following selections are characteristic: 

There is an Indian village ; all around. 

The dark, eternal, boundless forest spreads 

Its varied foliage. 


They pass a peacvfu] and contented iife, 

These black-haired, red-skinned, handsome, half-wild men. 

And after a comparison between the so-called civd’"ed. evei’-tud- 
ing whites and the easy-going Indians of Javita, Wallace concludes: 

Kather than live a man like one of these, 

I’d he an Indian here, and live content 
To tish, and hunt, and paddle my canoe, 

And see my children grow, Eke young wild fawns, 

In health of body and in peace of mind, 

Itieh ^Yithont wealth, and happy without gold ! 

With regard to the South American books of Aimard and (iler- 
staecker, it is best to pass them over in silence. Among the publica- 
tions of the well-kno^Yn Argentine politician and writer, Dr. Estan- 
islao Zeballos, Paine y la dinastia de los Zorros deserves our special 
attention. It was published in Buenos Aires and has K'en often re- 
printed. For the following synopsis the edition of 1889 was used. 
Paine Guor (Sky-blue Fox) was a mighty and much feared chief of 
the Kanqueles, an eastern Araucanian tribe which for scores of yeai-s 
terrorized the province of Buenos Aires. Paine ruled from 1835 to 
1847, being at the same time the foremost member of the military 
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dynasty of the Guor. It came to an end in 1878, together with the 
Kanqiiele tribe itself, during the campaign of extermination led by 
General Roca. 

The reign of Paine partly coincides with that of Rosas, the Argen- 
tine tyrant. Therefore the history of the Raiiqueles is interwoven 
with the history of Argentina, and the novel of Zeballos is to a cer- 
tain extent based on historical facts. 

The captivity among the Ranqueles during eight long years of a 
young Argentine forms tlie nucleus of Paine. We are told of the 
captive's bodily and mental sutferings; of the hopeless love of the 
poor, ugly Indian girl, Pulquinay, for the white “ cristiano,'’ not less 
strong than the passion of the latter for Paine’s “ favorita,” beautiful 
Panchita, herself a captive. At last, following Paine’s sudden death, 
the lovers succeed in regaining their freedom. This romantic story 
is not only charmingly written, but the description of Zeballos’ In- 
dians is truthful and excellent. These are not fantastic stage In- 
dians. but the genuine savages of the pampas, as seen by Zeballos, 
himself an “ hijo del pais.” The pictures which he draws of the end- 
less sandy or grassy plains with their placid lagoons, surrounded by 
reeds and bushes, and of the glorious light at dawn and sunset are 
equally realistic. 

Another valuable book by an author who knows what he is writing 
about, namely, James Rodway, is In Guiana Wilds ; a Study of Two 
W omen (London. 1899). Of the two heroines one is a so-called 
“ boviandcr.” of mixed Indian, Negro, and white blood, and the other 
a full-blood Macusi Indian. This rather amusing novel contains 
many data concerning the Macusi tribe in the interior of British 
Guiana. Although Rodw ay is in the main quite right in his descrip- 
tions, he obviously errs when he calls Makunaima the “ Great Spirit.*' 
The Indians of Guiana in general do not recognize a personal, all- 
ruling God unless through missionary influence. Walter E. Roth’s 
researches, for example, leave no doubt in this respect. Makunaima 
is nothing else but a “ hero-god,” one of the twins born from the Sun, 
his brother being Pia, The role of kenaima the avenger, which 
can take at will the shape of a boa constrictor or of a jaguar, and 
his paralyzing effect on the mind of the persecuted Indians, is truth- 
fully depicted. 

As the title indicates, the leii/niotiv of Rod way’s story is the 
psychology of the two Avomen above mentioned. Both are equally 
pretty, but of a very different character. Their portraits are per- 
fectly drawn. Chloe, the mongrel, with her slight veneer of civiliza- 
tion, does not come up to the moral standard of “ pagan ” Yariko, the 

Animism and Folklore of the Guiana Indians {30th Ann. Report. Bur. Am. Ethno- 
logy, 1915). 
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devoted wife of Allan Gordon, the white adventurer who is the hero 
of Eodway’s story. 

From Dutch Guiana I know of only one story relating to our 
subject: Tokosi of het Indiaansche meisje; Historisch-romantisch 
tafereel. It was written by Francois Henri Eikken, a Catholic mis- 
sionary, and published in 1901 at Paramaribo. 

On account of the literary form in which they are rendered, a small 
collection of delightful folk-tales from the Andine regions in Peru 
and Bolivia must be mentioned. It is the Dromsagor fran Anderna, 
written by Erland Xordenskiold. and illustrated by Hjalmar Eldh 
(Stockholm, 1916). This valuable contribution to Aymara folk-lore 
completes the list of works here under review. 

CONCLUSION. 

To summarize: Eegardless of whether the works briefly reviewed 
here have any literary merit, it appears that of the thirty-seven 
authors noted, not more than ten, i. e., a little over one-fourth part, 
can be classed as having real ethnologic and geographic value. These 
are for North America : Cushing, Bandelier, Miss Proctor, Mrs. Eyan, 
Eemington, and Curtis, bcvsides Bessels for the Eskimo; for South 
America : Zeballos, Eodway, and Xordenskiold. Among these the 
most prominent place must be assigned to Cushing. Bandelier, and 
Bessels; the second to Miss Proctor, Eemington and Curtis, Zebal- 
los, and Xordenskiold. 

It is very difficult to form an opinion and to classify the other 
writers immediately following, such as Cooper, Simms, Longfellow, 
Mayne Eeid, and Miller. Generally speaking, from a scientific point 
of view, their work has only a limited value, as they deal more in 
ideal descriptions of Indians in general than of Indians belonging 
to special tribes. 

The same holds good for the works which are more or less his- 
torical or poetically descriptive, including those of Irving, Whit- 
tier, von Chamisso, Curtins, Wallace, Mair, Helen Hunt Jackson, 
and Mollhausen. 

The works of all the other writers, including Brown, de Chateau- 
briand, Aimard, and Ferry, have either very little ethnologic value, 
or oftener still, are absolutely worthless. 

The value of the very best works here mentioned is enhanced by 
the fact that the Indians and the conditions therein described belong 
for the most part to the irrevocable past. The F ar West — nowadavs 
a mere meaningless expression — with its romance and terrors, has 
long since ceased to exist. In South America, too, conditions are 
rapidly changing, and the time draws near in which the wilderness 
and the Indian warrior and hunter will be but a myth. The ap- 
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proaciunif enJ of the “ uncivilized ” American natives finds a pathetic 
expression in the poem of Ella Higginson, The Vanishing Kace; 
Into the shadows , . . 

Those last thu’k ones go drifting. 

. . . Mutely, uncomplainingly they go. 

How shall it be with us when they are gone. 

When they are but a meniTy and a name? 

^iay not those mournful eyes to pliantoms grow — 

When, wronged and lonely, they have drifted on 
Into the voiveloss shadows whence they canie?^“ 

*5 line.N appiy to a beautiful pictuu‘ ijy Edwaul S. Eurtis at the Alaska-rukun- 

Paeiiic Exposition, Portland, Oreg . in 1909. 



LKOPAKD-MEX TX TJIE XAGA HILLS. 


By T. }T. Hrrrox. 


In speaking of leopard-inen I should like first of all to make it 
clear that I have taken the wortl leopard as tlie translation of the 
Xaga words, because jt usually the leopard that is associatetl with 
Xaga lycanthropists. The tiger, however, is also so associeded, as 
well as one or perhaps more of the smaller cats. For all of these 
animals there is a generic term in nif’St Xaga languages, and when a 
Serna X'aga. for instance, speaks of (}n(jsliv he may mean a leopard or 
a tiger, l)etween whicli he makes no clear distinction, or even a 
smaller animal siiclt as a clouded leopard, or the golden cat. The 
same applies to the Angami Xaga word tel'hu. On the other hand, 
ihe Chang >ragas have distinct words, and speak of a tiger as xnaroju. 
regarding the leopard. hhonl'lvK as little less inconsiderable than a 
<‘ivet cat. I'ltv. 

All Xaga tribes seem to regard the ultimate ancestry of man and 
(lie tiger (or leopard) as very intimately as-^ociatod. The Angarnis 
relate that in the beginning the first spirit, the first tiger, and the 
first man, were three sons of one mother, but wliereas the man and 
tlie spirit looked after their mother with tlie greatest tenderness, 
the tiger was always snarling about the house giving trouble. ]More- 
over, lie ate hi- foo(] raw\ wdiile the man ate his cooked, and the spirit 
hi'^ s!n<.)ke-dried. \t last the inothtu” got tired of family S(|uab] 7 les, 
>o put up a mark in the jungle and told the man and the tiger to run 
to it, the one that tmiclied it lir-t being do-tined to live in villages 
and the other to live in the for(\-t and jungle. By arrangement be- 
lwe(*n the -^jdrit and the man. the former shot an arrow at the iiiark. 
wlule the other two wen' racing, and the man cvwd out that he had 
touclied it. 7'he tiger arrived wliile it still trembled from tlie blow*, 
arel being fleceived, went away angry to live in the jungle. 

AftcT thi> the man ^ent the cat to ask the tiger, when he killed a 
deer, {<> leave him a leg on tlie village wall, in virtue of their brother- 
hood, I1ie cat get the iu('--age wrong and told the tiger to hurve all 

*RrprinUa hv p..rncs‘.ioii from th- .Tfv„rn!i! of tho rioya! Anthroi>o1oj:t.ml of 

Orear Britain anC Ijo!nn<3. J,in i.ir^ to .Tiino, ipjo 
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the deer he killed, which started hostility between the man and the 
tiger. This story is found in a more or less identical form among 
the Angami, Serna, Lhota, and Eengma Naga tribes, the Serna 
making the tiger search for the corpse of his dead mother to eat it. 

Man and the tiger are, however, still regarded as brothers, and if 
an Angami kills a tiger he says, “ The gods have killed a tiger in the 
jungle,” and never “ I have killed a tiger,” while the priest of the 
village proclaims a day of abstention from work “ on account of the 
death of an elder brother.” 

After killing a tiger or leopard the Angami wedges the mouth open 
with a stick and puts the head into running water, so that if the 
animal tries to tell the spirits the name of the man who killed him 
all that can be heard is an inarticulate gurgling in the water. The 
Serna puts a stone as well as a wedge into the mouth to prevent the 
tiger lying in wait for him after death and devouring him on their 
way to the abode of the dead, while he also becomes entitled to w^ear 
a collar of boar’s tusks, the insignia of a successful warrior, as though 
he had killed a man. 

In some tribes whole clans are associated with the tiger; thus 
among the Changs the whole Hagiyang Sept of the Chongpu clan is 
in some vague way intimately connected with tigers (not in this 
case with leopards) and is apparently of lycanthropic tendencies. 
At the same time it is taboo for all true Changs to touch tigers at 
all, far more to combine, as men of other tribes do, to hunt them. 
If a Chang meet a tiger in the jungle, he will warn it to get out of 
the way before throwing a spear or shooting at it. Should he kill 
one, he is under a taboo for thirty days, and treats the head in the 
same way as an Angami, putting it v.ifch its mouth wedged open 
under falling water. 

The Chang will eat leopard flesh, but not, of course, that of the 
tiger. The Serna will eat neither, the Angami both — but it must be 
cooked outside the house. 

When it comes to the practice of lycanthropy, we find that the 
Angami Xagas. though believing that the practice exists and can be 
acquired, do not indulge in it themselves. Like otlier tribes, they 
believe in a village far to the east i:)eopled solely by lycanthropists, 
a belief which is, perhaps, based on the claims of some clan like 
the Chougpu-Hagiyang of the Changs, in which all members of the 
community are believed to possess this faculty of taking tiger or 
other forms in a greater or less degree. But the Angami also believe 
in the existence of a spring, by some said to be of blood or of reddish- 
colored water, from which whoso drinks becomes a lycanthropist. 
They belio\e that the people of the neighborhood know and shun 
this spring, but that the danger to strangers is great. Moreover, 
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when the children of that neighborhood are peevish it is customary, 
they say, to dip a blade of thatching-grass into the spring and give 
it to the child to suck. It stops his wailings, but he grows up a were- 
tiger. The Angami, however, does not practice lycanthropy him- 
self, and the only Angami villages in which persons who do practice 
it are found are those on the borders of the Serna country, where a 
large part of the population is Serna by origin. The Serna is an in- 
veterate lycanthropist, and it is in that tribe that specific examples 
are the easiest to come by. 

Both the Angami and Serna agree in holding that there is no actual 
transformation of the body of the lycanthropist into a leopard. 
What he seems to do is to project his soul into a particular animal, 
with which his human body also thus becomes very intimately asso- 
ciated. A leopard which is thus the recipient (from time to time) 
of a human soul may be recognized by having five claws on each foot, 
and is called by the Angami mavi (Avhich might mean “real man”) 
and by the Sernas avgshxi an expression to which I will refer 

again. I have myself seen a leopard with dew-claws (making five 
instead of the usual four) killed in a Eengma village, and at once 
asserted to be the recipient of a lycanthropist ’s projected soul. Inci- 
dentally I have seen and followed in the soft bed of the Dayang 
Kiver the tracks of a freak tiger which had apparently five toes on 
its forefeet. 

The lycanthropic spring, in which the Angami believe, is sometimes 
said to be situated in the Serna country, but the Sernas give an en- 
tirely different account of the way in which they acquire the lycan- 
thropic habit. 

The theory and symptoms are clear and recognizable, and differ 
perhaps from most lycanthropists in other parts of the world. The 
Serna undergoes no physical transformation whatever. The “ pos- 
session,” if we may term it so, is not ordinarily induced by any ex- 
ternal aid, but comes on at the bidding of spirits which may not be 
gainsaid, and under whose influence the man possessed entirely loses 
his own volition in the matter. The faculty can, however, be ac- 
quired by very close and intimate association with some lycanthrop- 
ist, sleeping in the same bed with him, eating from the same dish 
with him, and never leaving his side for a considerable period — two 
months is said to be the shortest time in which the faculty can be 
acquired in this way. It can also be acquired, according to some, by 
being fed by a lycanthropist with chicken-flesh and ginger, which 
is given in successive collections of six, five, and three pieces of each 
together on crossed pieces of plantain leaf. It is dangerous, too. to 
eat food or drink that a lycanthropist has left unfinished, as the 
habit may thus be unwittingly acquired. The animal whose body 
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the lycanthropist makes use of, though sometimes the tiger proper 
{abolmigsMi) ^ is usually a leopard and is is known as angshxi amiki^ 
a word which is said to be derived from the verb kemiki^ meaning to 
wander alone in the jungle for days together, since men who do this 
are most liable to the possession. It may be observed, however, that 
the root miki- also means to bite.” “ Cowardly and worthless men, 
if they acquire the habit, make use of the body of a red cat {angshu 
akinu^ probablyrr7^e/?5 aurata^ the golden cat). The habit is very 
far from desired. No one wants to be possessed by the habit, and it 
is, on the contrary, feared as a source of danger and a great weariness 
to the flesh. 

The soul usually enters into the leopard during sleep and returns 
to the human body with daylight, but it may remain in the leopard 
for several days at a time, in which case the human body, though 
conscious, is lethargic. It (i. the human body) goes to the fields 
and follows the usual routine of life, but is not able to communicate 
intelligibly, or at any rate intelligently, with other persons until the 
possession expires for the time being. The soul, however, is more or 
less conscious of its experiences in leopard form and can to some ex- 
tent remember and relate them when it has returned to its human 
consciousness. During sleep the soul is the leopard with its full 
faculties, but when the human body is wide awake the soul is only 
semiconsciously, if at all, aware of its doings as a leopard, unless 
under the influence of some violent emotion experienced by the 
leopard. 

The possession is accompanied by very severe pains and swellings 
in the knees, elbows, and small of the back in the human body, both 
during and consequent on the possession. These pains are said to be 
such as would result from far and continuous marching or from re- 
maining long periods in an unaccustomed position. During sleep 
at the time of possession the limbs move convulsively, as the legs of 
a dog move when it is dreaming. A were-leopard of the Tizu Valley, 
in a paroxysm at such a time, bit one of his wife's breasts off. When 
the leopard is being hunted by men, the human body behaves like a 
lunatic, leaping and throwing itself about in its efforts to escape. 
Under these circumstances the relatives of the were-leopard feed him 
up with ginger as fast as possible in order to make him more active, 
so that the leopard-body, on wTiich his life depends, may have the 
agility to escape its pursuers. 

Were-leopards are particularly liable to possession between the 
expiry of the old and the rising of the new moon. Those possessed 
are liable to a special sort of disea'^e which is believed to attack tigers 
and leopards generally, but no human beings except were-leopards. 


» Incidentally, it also mfuns "to tell 
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When the leopard is wounded correspondingr wounds appear upon 
the human body of the were-leopard, usually in the form of boils, 
and when the leopard is killed the human body dies also. It is, 
however, possible apparently for the soul to throw off the possession 
permanently as old age is approached. The father of Inato, chief of 
Liimitsami, got rid of the habit by touching the flesh of a leopard. 
The village had killed one and he carried home the head. After that, 
he explained, he could no longer associate with the leopard kind. 
It is generally held, and doubtless not without some substratum of 
truth, that a man under the influence of the possession can be quieted 
by feeding him with chicken dung. Probably this produces nausea. 

Possession is not confined to men. Women also become were- 
leopards and are far more destructive as such than men are. Of men, 
those who have taken heads are most dangerous, and are believed 
to kill as many men as leopards or tigers as they have done as warriors. 

The actions of the leopard’s body and of the human body of the 
were-leopard are closely associated. As has been noticed, if the 
human limbs are confined the leopard’s freedom of action is re- 
stricted, and troublesome were-leopards are said to be sometimes 
destroyed in this way. 

On one occasion the elders of a large Ao village (Ungma) came 
to me for permission to tie up a certain man in the village, while they 
hunted a leopard which had been giving a great deal of trouble. The 
man in question, who was, by the way, a Christian convert, also ap- 
peared to protest against the action of the village elders. He said that 
he was very sorry that he was a were-leopard ; he did not want to be 
one, and it was not his fault, but seeing that he was one, he supposed 
that his leopard body must kill to eat, and if it did not both the leop- 
ard and himself would die. He said that if he were tied up the 
leopard would certainly be Irilled and he would die. To tie him up 
and hunt the leopard was, he said, sheer murder. In the end I gave 
leave to the elders to tie the man up and hunt the leopard, but told 
them that if the man died as a result of their killing the leopard 
whoever had speared the leopard would, of course, be tried, and, no 
doubt, hanged for murder, and the elders committed for abetment 
of the same. On this the elders unanimously refused to take ad- 
vantage of my permission to tie up the man. I was sorry for this, 
though I had foreseen it, as it would have been an interesting experi- 
ment. 

My information as to were-leopards was obtained directly either 
from were-leopards themselves or their relatives, friends, and chiefs. 
Unfortunately I have not so far succeeded in seeing a man actually 
at the moment of possession. I have had the marks of wounds shown 
101257—22 35 
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me by men who claim that they were the result of wounds inflicted 
on their leopard bodies. Kiyezu of Nikoto, now Chief of Kiyezu- 
Nagami, who used to be a were-leopard in his youth, can show the 
marks on the front and the back of his leg above the knee where 
he had been shot, as a leopard, long ago by a sepoy of the Military 
Police outpost at TVokha with a Martini rifle. The marks, in cor- 
responding positions on the front and back of the thigh, looked like 
marks caused by bad boils. Zukiya, of Kolhopu village, showed me 
fairly fresh marks about his waist which he said were two months 
old, and caused by shot which had hit his leopard body, and the 
marks looked as though they might have been caused by shot. 
Ghowki, the Chief of Zukiya’s village, said that Zukiya was in the 
habit of pointing out the remains of pigs and dogs lulled by him 
in leopard form, so that their owners might gather up what re- 
mained. He said that he had a quarrel with his own brother, one 
of whose pigs he had killed and eaten by accident. Ghokwi men- 
tioned the names of various people whose animals Zukiya had killed 
and eaten.^ Sakhuto, Chief of Khuivi, showed a wound in his back 
which was quite new on March 1st, 1913, which he said was the result 
of some one having shot at him when he was in leopard form a few 
days before. The wound in the human body does not, under such 
circumstances, appear at once. It affects the same place in the human 
body as the original wound did the leopard, but takes several days 
to appear. 

In March, 1919, an Angami interpreter, Resopu of Cheswezuma, at 
that time working with me in camp, wounded a large tiger near 
Melomi. Three or four days later the Head Interpreter of the 
Deputy Commissioner’s staff, a very well-known, highly intelligent, 
and I'eliable man, Nihu of Ivohima, happened to meet a sick Serna 
road muliarriT^ Saiyi of Zumethi, being carried home. The man, 
who was employed near Melomi, complained of having had an ac- 
cident, but on being pressed several times for details, admitted that 
he had no external injury that could be seen, but was suffering from 
the effects of the wounds inflicted by Resopu on his tiger form, 
having very severe pains in his neck or shoulder and abdomen and 
being haunted by the horrid smell of rotting flesh.'^ 


to 


* According to some a were- U:o parti who kUIs cattle m;iy he found in the mornln 
have bits of Uieir flesh sticking to his tcotb, 

^ months’ Icavo. On my return I learned that this man Salvi had 

di^, durin my absence, m Kohima as a result, I was told, of the putrefaction of b!« 
internal Mr, J. p. Hills and mystlf went into the matter of Saivi's death It 

appears that he was admitted to the Kohima hospital, and that his a . ^ i 

by the doctor in charge (Sub-Assistant Surgeon Haralu. hinueU a Kacha 
culosls of the lungs, the patient also having a tumor near the top of^ the nth t 
Saiyi insisted that Resopu’^ bullet was inside him, and was m> anerv L h 
something else that he quarrelled with the doctor, b ft the hosni^i nnn ? 
wards died in his own house. i^ospital. and shortly after- 
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I have known personally a large number of Sernas who are, or 
claim to be, were-leopards or were-tigers. The Headman of Chipo- 
ketami is one; Chekiye, chief of Aichi-Sagami, is another; Inaho, 
chief of Melahomi, a man of great physical strength and endurance, 
is perhaps the most notorious. Gwovishe of Tsukohomi and his 
daughter Sukheli were only known to me by repute, Gwovishe’s son, 
Chekiye of Lukammi, more intimately. Kusheli of Litsammi, a 
second woman were-leopard, has her home inside the frontier, and 
has a most unenviable reputation. The Sakhuto above mentioned 
died on July 19, 1916. as a result of the leopard which was occupied 
by his projected souP having been shot by Sakhalu of >Sakhalu on 
June 30 of that year. It was reported to the writer on July 4 that 
Sakhalu had shot a were-leopard, but it was then believed to be 
identical with one Khozhumo of Kukishe, and it was expected that 
he would die when the news reached him, as the death of the man 
concerned does not actually take place till he hears that his leopard 
body has been killed. It was, however, Sakhuto who claimed the 
leopard and who had the honor of dying to prove his claim. The 
son of Yemithi of Lizotomi, whose leopard-cat body was killed at 
Sagami, heard the news as he was returning to his village and ex- 
pired on the spot for no other reason — a curious example of the 
power of the Serna mind over the Serna body. 

Both Inato of Lumitsami and Inaho of Melahomi related to me 
independently how, when they were going up together from Pusumi 
to Lotesami, Inato managed to persuade Inaho to show his tiger 
form. The latter lingered for a moment behind, and suddenly a 
huge tiger jumped out on the path in front on Inato with a roar and 
an angry waving of his tail. In a flash Inato had raised his gun. 
but the tiger-Inaho jumped in time to avoid the shot, and disap- 
peared. Since this Inaho has had an excellent excuse for refusing 
to show his tiger form to anyone at all. 

It is also told of Kusheli of Litsammi that she cured her husband 
of making sceptical and impertinent references to her lycanthropic 
peregrinations by appearing before him in leopard form. His name 
is Yemunga and he was returning from a business deal in Chatong- 
bung when suddenly he saw a leopard blocking his path. Guessing it 
was his wife, he laughed at it and told it to <ro away. It wen^ on 
and blocked the path a little further ahead. This time he threatened 
to spear it, and it slid off into the jungle, only to reappear behind 
him unexpectedly with a siidden growl. This frightened him, and 
he ran home as fast as he could, the leopard pursuing till near the 
village, where it disappeared. When he entered his house his wife 


* Tho Spma word is nohmufu, whirh primarily = “ f-hadow.” but is us<>d nnrmallv in 
Sema eschatology for the ?oul of a dead person 
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at once started to mock him, asking \\liy he ^as perspiring so and 
^vhether he had seen a leopard.® 

The Serna were-tigei\ or reputed were-tiger, with whom I was 
best acquainted was Chekiye, chief of Lukammi and a son of the fa- 
mous Chief Gwovishe of Tsiikohomi. He would never admit to me 
that he was a lycanthropist, but none of his Serna acquaintances 
ever doubted but that his reputation was well deserved.* He came 
nearest to admitting to me that he was a were-tiger on the occasion 
of a tiger hunt in which I took part at Mokokchung on March 29, 
1916. Ungma village ringed some tigers — there were certainly two 
full-grown animals and two three-quarter grown cubs present. The 
old tiger himself broke out early in the beat, mauling a man on his 
way: shortly after which Chekwe turned up, armed with a spear, but 
no shield. The tigress broke near him and came within a few feet 
of him. bit and mauled his next-door neighbour and went in again. 
Chekiye, when remonstrated with for having stood quietly by and 
not having speared the animal, said: "‘I did not like to spear her 
as I thought she was probably a friend of mine.” After the beat 
he stated that the tigress Irilled was a woman of MuiTomi, a trans- 
frontier village in unexplored country where all the population are 
said to be were-tigers. He also explained that the tiger in a beat 
was really far more frightened than even the hunters themselves, 
which is probably true enough, and shrewdly observed that the use 
of the tail, which is stiffened up and out behind and swayed at the 
end fx'om side to side, is to make the grass wave iehind the moving 
tiger, so that the position of the tigers body is mistaken and the 
aim disturbed accordingly, an observation which seems to be at least 
true of the result of the waving tail. It was reported that he 
claimed in private to be identical with the tiger that first escaped, 
but he would not admit this to me, and there was indeed another 


« In February, 1921 , the following case occurred : An acquaintance of mine named Zhetol, 
a son of the chief of Sheyebii village, became a were-leopard, and ate a number of animals 
of his own village and of the neighboring village of Sakhalu, including two dogs belong- 
ing to the very influential chief Sakhalu himself. In one case in his own village he told 
the owner of a mithan calf that he would find the uneaten part of his calf stuck high in 
the fork of a tree In a certain place, which proved absolutely correct. Sakhalu village 
one day succeeded m roundmg up the leopard that had been raiding the village stock 
but an urgent messager came running from Sheyepii imploring Sakhalu to let the leopard 
they had ringed go as if they killed it, Zhetoi would die. After this Sakhalu late one 
evening shot at a leopard behind his granary in the dusk. Verv early next mormn- a 
message came from Sheyepu to say that Zhetoi had been shot at 4e St beforf bv 
Sakhalu and would he kindly forbear. ^ beiore by 

independently from two sources, one of which came from Sheyepu 
while the other was Sakhalu himself, who told me that he would certainly sh^t X 

meet with when out after deer, hut tliat his hand and ^“PPeDC<3 to 

so that he could not draw the trlgeer oAot™ It on 

at w_hlch he had be< n unable to fire was none other than hi* own brolLr IbeSf 
m;“nt«; ^emonstrahle romance h. one of 
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and more likely candidate to this rather doubtful honor. This was 
rai Ao named Imtong-lippa of Chaimki. While this beat ayus going 
on three miles away, he was behaving like a lunatic in the house 
of one of the hospital servants at Mokokchung. During his posses- 
sion he identified himself with one of the tigers being hunted and 
stated that one of them was wounded and speared; that he himself 
was hit with a stick (the Ao method of beating entailed the throwing 
of sticks and stones and abuse incessantly to make the tiger come 
out). He laid a rolled mat to represent a fence and six times leapt 
across it. lie ate ginger and drank a whole bamboo chunga ” 
(about a bucketful) of water, after which he said that he had es- 
caped with two other tigers after crossing a stream, and was hiding 
in a hole, but that one tigress, a trans-frontier woman, had been 
speared in the side (in point of fact she was speared in the neck) 
and had been left behind and would die. (We shot the tigress in tlie 
end.) He said there were four tigers surrounded. Chekiye said six. 
Four actually were seen, however, two grown and two half- or three- 
quarters grown. There have been others, but it is not very 
likely. Some sixteen cattle had been killed in two days. This ac- 
count I took down after returning from the beat, on the same day, 
from an eyewitness of Imtong-lippa’s exhibition, which was seen and 
watched by a large number of men both reliable and otherwise in 
their accounts of it. 

I have given these details as they show clearly the Xaga beliefs 
on the subject. Of course among the Sernas the idea of what one 
might describe as the project ability of the soul is very pronounced. 
It is a common thing for a sick person to ascribe his sickness to the 
absence of his soul from his body, and under such circumstances he 
takes food and drink and goes to the field or any other places where 
he thinks his soul has got left behind and summons it, calling it, of 
course, by his OAvn name. When it has arrived he comes slov>dy 
home, bringing his soul behind him. A case once came up before 
me for adjudication in which an old man named Xikiye, who had 
been ill for some time, went to the fields to call his soul. It came, 
and he was climbing slovrly back to the village occasionally calling 
“Xikiye, Xikiye!'' over his shoulder to make sure that the truant 
soul was following. Unfortunately a personal enemy had observed 
him, and lay in wait in the bush by the path with a thick stick. As 
the old man tottered by he sprang from his ambush with a yell, and 
brought down his stick with a thud on the path immediately behind 
Xikij^e>. heels. The frightened soul fled incontinently, and the old 
fellow himself died of the loss of it two days later. To avoid losing 
the soul a Sema, who makes a temporary shelter away from home, 
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always bums it on leaving it, lest his soul, having taken a fancy to 
it, should stray back there by itself. 

To return to lycanthropy in particular, the practice described, as 
distinct from the belief, seems particularly associated in Assam with 
the immigration from the northwest — that is, from the direction 
of Xepal and Thibet. The Changs probably have an admixture of 
^jingpho blood, and the Singphos are known to have come from that 
direction; so, too, the Kacharis who, like the Changs, have a clan 
of tiger men, and call it the Mosa-aroi^ and the Meches who have a 
corresponding clan called Ma$ha~aroi^ which also goes into mourn- 
ing for the death of a tiger — both came from the north of the Brah- 
maputra. Among the Garos also the practice is found, and they 
too came from the same direction. On the other hand the Khasis, 
who seem to belong to a different stock — perhaps to the Kol-Mon- 
Annam race, and to have come from the east — say they believe in 
the existence of tiger men, but appear to have absorbed the idea 
from the Garos, who are their neighbors, and not to have possessed 
it as an indigenous idea, nor to indulge in, or believe that they in- 
dulge in, the practice themselves. The Angami, who also does not 
practise lycanthropy, again seem to have immigrated into the Naga 
Hills from the southeast and to be intimately connected with the 
Bontoc Igorot of Luzon in the Philippines. In other ways, how- 
ever, particularly in language, the Serna is connected with the 
Angami, though on the other hand there are points of culture which 
keep suggesting a connection between the Serna and the Garo. One 
of them is the use of Y-shaped posts to celebrate feasts given to the 
village, similar wooden posts being used by the Garo, though he is 
at present entirely isolated from the Serna, while the Kachari ruins 
at Dimapur contain the same bifurcated monuments in stone. Per- 
haps the explanation is that the present Serna tribe is the result of 
the amalgamation of a small Angami element which has imposed 
itself upon another stock, a process which the Serna tribe itself is 
still carrying on with regard to its neighbors to the east at a very 
rapid rate, a Serna chief or adventurer grafting himself and a few 
followers on to a Sangtam or Yachungr village; this in a generation 
or less becomes entirely Serna in language and polity, though no 
doubt retaining its former beliefs and certainly retaining much of 
its former ceremonial. 

The theory that this form of lycanthropy comes from a northern 
source is perhaps supported by the fact that the form which the 
belief takes in Burma and Malay, as well as in the plains of India, 
seems to turn on an actual metamorphosis of the body. Mr. Grant- 
Brown, vrriting in the Royal Anthropological Institute’s Journal in 
1911 about the Tamans, a tribe of Chinese origin in the Upper Chind- 
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win Valley, notes that they transform themselves into tigers by mak- 
ing water and then rolling naked on the earth they have wetted. 

A nearer approach to the ^faga belief appears to exist in Malay, 
but here again actual metamorphosis seems to be essential to that 
form of lycanthropy. Mr. O’May. writing in Folklore in 1910 (Vol. 
XXI, p. 371) says that in Burma and Sumatra a quite ordinary 
man may turn into a tiger in the evening without any fuss, and he 
goes on to describe a Malay game of turning into a civet cat, in 
which a boy is actually hypnotized and caused to behave like a civet 
cat, becoming (as the Xaga were-leopard does) much exhausted 
when the trance is over. So, too, Skeat mentions the case of one 
Haji ‘Abdallah caught naked in a tiger trap in Korinchi State in 
Sumatra (Malay Magic, p. 160-163), while Messrs Skeat and Blag- 
den note that the were-tigers of the Malay Peninsula (most unlike 
the Nagas, here) can not be shot in their metamorphosed condition 
(Pagan Races of the Malay Peninsula, p. 227). 

Skeat also records the invei^se of the Xaga case, in the process 
by which a possession of the human body by a tiger spirit is invoked 
to cast out another and less powerful possessing spirit (Malay 
Magic, p. 436), and similarly (p. 455) the induction of a monkey 
spirit into a girl who, while thus possessed, is capable of the most 
remarkable climbing feats. 

In all these cases, however, the practice differs from that of the 
Xagas in tliat either metamorphosis takes place, or it is the animal 
spirit which possesses the human body, not the other way round. 
For with the Xaga weredeopard the soul is merely projected into 
the body of the animal, while no metamorphosis of the human body 
takes place nor is any sort of hypnotism employed — unless, indeed, 
it be self-hypnotism, and involuntary at that. 

Sir James Frazer (G. B., Vol. XI, p. 196) gives instances from 
Asia of the location of the external soul in animals for the purposes 
of ensuring its safety or for enhancing the power of the magician. 
Xeither of these two motives appears to influence the Xaga were- 
wolf in any way. It is recognized on all hands that the practice 
is a dangerous one, and it is said to be rapidly decreasing owing 
to the increased number of guns in the district, which make it still 
more dangerous than it was. Lycanthropy is not practiced by 
wizards, as were-tigers are. as far as I know, invariably ordinary 
men who do not claim to supernatural powers of any sort. The 
nearest parallels seem to come from Africa, and Sir James Frazer 
mentions several beliefs from Xigeria which resemble the Xaga 
belief pretty closely. One other point may he added. In some cases 
lycanthropy among Xagas seems to be hereditary, or perhaps rather 
one should say that a tendency towards it may be inherited, as in 
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the case of many diseases: and indeed Mr. Baring-Gould® described 
Ij'canthropy as a disease, associating it in this respect with the 
mania for cattle-maiming and with a morbid desire to devour human 
corpses. Cases of both of these I have met with in the Xaga Plills, 
the latter, however, being regarded by the Nagas themselves as 
symptomatic of extreme insanity ; whereas the former is, like lycan- 
thropy, merely a \ice which is liable to be very troublesome to the 
neighbors of those that practice it.^ 

Note on Ao Naga belief as to a certain form of I'etution^ihip between men and 
leopards. — One Longrizibba of Yongiiusen Tillage was liaunted by a leopard 
which very frequently came at night and slept oiitside his house close to that 
place by the wall nearest which nongrizii)ba himself was sleeping inside. 
IVhenever the leopard came, Longrizibba fell into a deep sleep and could not 
be aroused by his wife, even though he had previously sharpened his spear 
with a view to killing the animal. Then lie took to sleeping on the platform 
at the back of his house, when the leopard took to sleeping underneath. On 
one occasion water was poured on to it, but without discouraging it. 

After this and other efforts to get rid of it, Longrizibba induced the leopard 
to leave him alone by the sacrihee of a dog. This took place in 1919 when I 
was on leave, and my attention was drawn to the case by Mr. Mills, Sub- 
divisional Officer of Mokokchung, one of whose interpreters saw the leopard 
outside the house at night. 

Apparently such associations of men with leopards are, according to the 
Ao tribe, fairly frequent. The relations between the man and the leopard are 
normally quite friendly and mutually harmless until on an appointed day 
they are brought to an end by the leopard’s devouring the man. 

If the haunting is caused by some ceremonial fault on the man’s part, it 
can be ended by a ceremony which Includes the surrender of a cloth, a dao 
sling, and a piece of the man’s own hair. If, however, the relationship dates 
from a man’s infancy and has no cause that can be specified, he is unable to 
break off the relationship. 

A mountain with twin peaks is pointed out by Ao ns a meeting place of 
tiger-men. 

The practice of surrendering to the leopard a piece of the haunted 
man’s hair is paralleled in the Chang tribe by the practice, when a 
man loses himself in the forest, of cutting off a little hair and 
putting it in the fork of a tree for the rock python which is believed 
to have caused him to lose himself. After this the lost man is able 
to find his way home. Sernas under similar conditions cut a piece 
off the fringe of their cloth instead of their hair. 


* Book of We re- Wolves. 

* Prof. Elliot Smith tells me that Egyptian boys practise lyca nth ropy In association 
with tlie forms of the common cat. A bibliography on. the subject of lycanthropy will be 
found at the end of Mr. McLennan's article in the ninth edition of the Encyclopaedia 
Brltannica, but It relates almost entirely to the European, races. 
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Every indication points to the beginning of new opportunities and 
new interest in the subject of Oriental research in Western Asia and 
adjacent lands. It is impossible, of course, to forecast the disturb- 
ances which may yet arise but the general disposition of the prov- 
inces of the old Turkish Empire bids fair to affect favorably the 
problems of archeology so far as field-work goes. Exploration in 
Bible lands leads usually to an increase in our knovTedge of all the 
lands and peoples between Persia and Italy. The study of the sub- 
ject has always been an aid to an understanding of the civilizations 
which account for more than half of human history. Language, law, 
philosophy, geography, ethnology, and sociology have often profited 
by enquiries which were set on foot, in the first instance, for the 
sake of a better understanding of the Old and New Testaments. 

The earlier ages of travel and exploration in Palestine culminated 
in the excellent publications of Robinson in the middle of the Nine- 
teenth Century. A second period, of the greater excavations, be- 
gan shortly after that time and now a third seems to have opened 
under more favorable governmental conditions in the Holy Land. 

Wliat heartbreaking difficulties were met in that second, or heroic 
period ! The groaning complaints of those scientific venturers who 
attempted to explore lands held by the Turks may be read in many 
a volume and article. Besides the complaints rose the wails of ob- 
servers who saw the native digger evade the law and bring in his 
illicit finds from rifled tomb and mound to sell to the curious buyer 
of antikies.” It still remains true, however, that not a tithe of the 
ruin heaps of ancient cities and villages have been scratched. The 
chances are so good that when the opportunity opens, one eagerly 
scans a dozen possibilities, v/ondering which place will be most re- 
warding. 

One blessing which followed from the old system of things, oi 
lack of it, was that in spite of the secret digging of the ignorant 
vender, most of the precious archives in the dirt were spared until 
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skillful readers of their story could open them. May this benefit con- 
tinue ! From the mounds of Turkestan, Persia, Armenia, Asia Minor, 
and Syria there is bound to come rich museum material if it can be 
withdrawn under expert superyision. The shores and islands of the 
Levant wait in large part for the same skill and conscience quite as 
much as for funds. 

Palestine lies right in the center of this vast field of the ancient 
orient. It is a little country, about the size and shape of the State 
of New Hampshire. It is now under British control, administered 
by a fair-minded representative of the enlightened colonial policy 
of the Empire, Sir Herbert Samuel. The terms on which qualified 
explorers may work in Palestine are plain and are construed so as 
to forward the work, A Service of Antiquities for Palestine has been 
organized and the antiquities ordinance of 1920 was published in 
the Official Gazette. An Archeological Advisor}^ Board has been con- 
stituted with membership representing British, American, French, 
Italian, Jewish, and Moslem interests. This board is consulted when 
there are applications for permission to excavate, for the regulation 
of any excavations in or about Jerusalem, for the care of any struc- 
tures of historical significance and for the discussion of such prob- 
lems of scientific undertakings as have international aspects. 

When Jerusalem was entered by the British Army there was found 
packed in cases a large amount of antiquities which had been gathered 
during the war. Some of this material seems to have been known of 
old as museum treasure, while the rest of it is reported as the fruits 
of recent effort. It is to be placed in a museum in Jerusalem, over 
6,000 objects having been catalogued already with that destination 
in view. Local museums are to be established if possible at other his- 
toric places in the land, such as Tiberias, Acre, Askalon, <S:C- 

One keeper of museums is to be in supervisory control of all these 
local collections. At Jerusalem discoveries of a large sculptural and 
architectural kind will be housed in the Hippicus Tower of the 
Citadel. 

Harvard University will continue its investigation of ancient 
Samaria. Chicago University will have the privilege of digging 
and examining the remains at Megiddo, while to the University of 
Pennsylvania has been allotted the important site of old Bethshean. 
The last mentioned institution began work in June, 1921, under the 
capable charge of Dr. Clarence S. Fisher. It was reported in the 
autumn of the year that Doctor Fisher had discovered a large stone 
stela (pillar) with Egyptian hieroglyphic writing numbering more 
than a score of parallel lines. Inscriptions have ever been one of 
the most eagerly sought objects of explorers because of the first- 
hand testimony which they afford to the life and thought of the 
ancients as well as their high value for philologists. But inscribed 
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material from Palestine has been very scarce. Thousands of objects 
of every other meaning have been found, with only a few notable 
written records so far, but we are likely to see an increase in favor 
of written material from further exploration. 

Down at Ain Duk, near Jericho, a Turkish shell dug into the 
ground and laid bare a portion of a mosaic floor. This has been 
further excavated, and the building which contained it has been 
shown to be an old sacred place, perhaps a synagogue. The inscrip- 
tion is in Jewish- Aramaic. It is but nine or ten lines long and is thus 
translated by S. A. Cook in the Palestine Exploration Fund Quar- 
terly : 

Honoured be tlie memory of Benjamin the Manager, son of Josah. Honoured 
be the memory of everyone who exerts himself and gave or shall give (?) in 
this holy place, gold or silver, or any valuable ... in this Holy Place. 
Amen. 

This appeal is the equivalent of a modern exhortation to give 
generously to the collection. 

The excavation made by the French School of Archeology shows 
the ground plan of a group of buildings clustering near the syna- 
gogue. Further inscriptions, Jewish and votive in character, have 
been revealed and many pictures in mosaic which formed the flooring 
of the nave of the structure. Daniel is represented in the lion’s den, 
and there is a zodiac with appropriate figures and descriptive writ- 
ing and a large mingled composition of patterns drawn from vege- 
table, animal, and fantastic designs. (P. E. F. Quarterly, Oct., 1921, 
pp. 185f and 189.) 

An inscription was found on the hill Ophel at Jerusalem just 
before the war, but was not made public until after the war was 
over. It probably dates from the first Christian century, in the days 
of Gamaliel and Paul. It seems to refer to the restoration of a 
synagogue and hostel for foreign Jewish pilgrims coming to Jeru- 
salem. The Jewish freedman who did this belonged to a family 
which had been benefactors of the holy place on the same site before. 
His name was Theodotus and he is called the son of Vettenos, a priest 
and head of the synagogue and son of one who held the same distinc- 
tion before him; indeed, Theodotus was the grandson of such a digni- 
tary. Theodotus made building repairs and construction of the 
synagogue for the purpose of the reading of the law and its teaching 
and further provided rooms and plumbing arrangements for the 
entertainment of foreign Jewish pilgrims. 

Dr. Kahum Slousch has found an ancient synagogue near Tiberias, 
thought to be the Kenista d’Hammata mentioned in the Talmud. A 
seven-branched candlestick made of marble, besides mosaics and 
inscriptions, has been found at the site. 
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The Palestine Exploration Fund (London) began actual digging 
at Askalun in September, 1920, under the superintendence of Dr. 
John Garstang. Camp was pitched at a spot among the ruins where 
Koman masonrj^ is to be seen and a systematic collection of all frag- 
ments on or near the surface was made at once. The hirfi commis- 

o 

sioner came down from Jerusalem and cut the first sod on September 
10. Askalon has been in mind as a site for work for many years. 
In 1911 Dr. Duncan Mackenzie made a visit to the ruins which he 
described in the Quarterly for January, 1913 (p. 20ff), with a plan 
of Askalon, by Xewton, accompanying the article. The city is on 
the Mediterranean coast, 15 miles north of Gaza and 30 miles south 
of Jaffa. It had a busy history from the time of Ikhnaton (Amen- 
hotep IV) of Egypt, about 1370 B. C., until 1270 A. D., when 
Saladin s was the mighty name in those parts. In the Tell el Amarna 
collection of letters found in Egypt there is one from Yitia of Aska- 
lon, whose scribe wrote for him in the fashionable cuneiform of the 
day. Yitia professes utmost loyalty to his suzerain, says that he is 
sending tribute to Egypt, and is standing firm as a staunch sup- 
porter of the Pharaoh in Palestine. Meanwhile the King of Jeru- 
salem accused the King of Askalon of treachery to Egypt in aiding 
the hostile Khabiru. The city of Askalon was rebellious and had to 
be subdued by the Pharaohs Kameses II and Merneptah, who mention 
it in their inscriptions. The Peoples of the Sea, who may be the 
stock from which the Philistines sprang, overran the place, and near 
that period it begins to be a Philistine stronghold hostile to the 
Hebrews and, later, to the Jews. It figures in the story of Samson 
(Judges, 14:19) and “Tell it not in the streets of Askalon” wails 
forth in the Song of the Bow (II Samuel, 1:20). Sennacherib 
(703 B. C.) mastered it and it is mentioned on the Taylor Prism. 
The Scythians reached it in their sweeping raids (030 B. C.). Aska- 
lon was always a nest of anti-Semitism. Herod the Great was born 
there, which fact was hurled at him in the taunt that he was a 
Philistine, He was generous in his building program for Askalon. 
Lately the excavators have turned up Herod's statue in gigantic 
size. Through Christian, Arab, and Crusading times the city held 
important place. A Christian bishop had his seat there. 

The nearest remains to the exploring party as they squatted on 
the site would naturally be the youngest, those left on the oft 
occupied ground by Crusaders, Byzantines, and Arabs. A Cru- 
saders’ church has been identified. A Byzantine church of the sev- 
enth century shows remains of one apse and three high but roofless 
walls. xVmong the few inscriptions found is “ an honorific decree 
in favor of one of Titus’ centurions *’ who, curiously enouirh, has 
been identified with the centurion whose name, with companions, had 
been scratched on the foot of one of the colossi at Thebes, two years 
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before his mention at Askalon, commemorating the fact that at a 
certain morning hour in April, 65 A. D., the group had heard Mem- 
non salute the Dawn. (Hogarth, as reported in P. E. F. Q., July, 
1921, p. 132.) 

The humblest and yet the surest aid to the historian so far has been 
the study of the domestic pottery scattered over and through the heap. 
Experience has taught explorers in Palestine that each successive 
layer in a mound, representing a corresponding period of life in the 
olden days, is best labelled by its most common brand of clay pottery 
fragments. From the earliest population of a site to its latest in- 
habitants, the quantity of rare, strange types of vases, cups, jars, 
bowls, etc., used by housewives will be vastly outweighed by a char- 
acteristic type of clay vessel most in vogue at any given cultural 
period. Due to this fact it has been found possible to make a ladder 
scale of pottery types from earliest times to the latest occupation, 
Askalon has shown in unusual completeness the possibilities of such 
a pottery scale, which stands as a test of the various layers of relics 
turned up, whether these be walls, art objects, or implements. Mr. 
Phythian-Adams has gone most carefully into the question of the 
stratification of the debris at Askalon. Six trial sections were cut 
into the old city. One of the sections proved to be what was sought, 
an undisturbed succession of occupational strata. This cutting ran 
through 10 meters of debris and affords a table of contents, more or 
less, of 2,500 years of Askalon. The excavator has been able to put 
his finger on the layer in the pile which actually belongs to the Philis- 
tines. This measures about 2 meters and indicates successive Philis- 
tine occupations, the variation of which from each other is illus- 
trated by finding the remains of a house, latterly of brick, but stand- 
ing on foundations of stone. 

Most of the surface at Askalon has been plotted in numbered fields 
in anticipation of systematic excavation. There are nearly 200 of 
these. In field 61 a statue of Fortune lay already exposed and 
another statue, of Victorj^, was soon uncovered. The ruins of a 
large marble building after the Corinthian order were cleared, and 
another statue, called tentatively “Peace”, holding a palm branch, 
along with the lower half of a life-sized Apollo, came to view. 

The work, interrupted through the winter months, was resumed 
early in xVpril, 1921. Fifteen expert Egyptians and about 130 com- 
mon workers were employed. In field 61 the so-called Tycheion, or 
Temple of Fortune, was excavated. It had been progressively en- 
larged until it had a breadth of 30 meters. An interesting theater 
abuts on it in the area numbered 67. Beyond this have been found 
the lines of a temenos. The foundations of the large building reach 
down to the Philistine level. The peristyle alone has a length of 
77 meters, besides the portico and an apse running southwards. At 
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the northern end stood formerly the portico, three or four columns 
deep. Columns 8^ meters high are reported. Fortunately those who 
in the past dug out and carried away the ashlar for building pur- 
poses left, as useless for their need, many architectural fragments 
which, constantly turning up, help in the determination of questions 
of style and execution. This same quarrying in ancient and modern 
times for building materials has tossed about much of the wreckage, 
so that much confusion has resulted, and would be utterly discourag- 
ing if it were not for the stratification studies mentioned above. 
The reports of Garstang indicate a thoroughgoing clearance of the 
great building, the complete analysis of which has not been published 
as yet. The building stood near the junction of the main roads, and 
must have been of first-rate importance through several periods of 
history. The foundations go down into the Philistine level, though 
what that may signify has not been made clear. 

The work on this structure in 1920 had disclosed at the southern 
end a tank which the explorer was inclined to identify with the 
famous Peace Pool mentioned by Antoninus Martyr (560-570 A. D.). 
Twelve to sixteen feet below the tank were found the retaining walls 
of a similar structure. Fancy was naturally caught by a potsherd, 
found in situ, on which was a decoration showing a man fishing with 
a rod and line on which were hanging two fish. This suggested the 
old pool and sanctuary of the goddess Derketo, half human and half 
fish. The tank is at the center of three concentric circles, arcs of 
which were formed by semicircular walls lying to the south of the 
tank. These were the boundaries of terraces or benches, each suc- 
cessively higher than the tank and paved as ambulatories, which were 
lined with Carrara marble. In the southwest corner of the great 
structure Garstang identified materials running through a thousand 
years’ use of the building, Hellenistic, Poman, and Byzantine. It 
was here that the inscription honoring the officer in Titus’ Tenth 
Legion was found. A date in the second or third century A. D. is 
allowed to a Greek lintel inscription found here which reads Pros- 
per Askalon, prosper Eome.” 

Perhaps the leading hope in the present excavations is that prob- 
lems relating to the Philistines may be illuminated. Decorated 
wares from the Philistine and pre-Philistine periods have been iden- 
tified, and as the stratum just preceding the Philistine and the one 
immediately following it have been located it is possible that a part 
of the expectations may have fulfilment. Several layers below the 
Philistine remains show communications of the inhabitants with the 
Mediterranean lands, and date about the time of the eighteenth and 
nineteenth dynasties of Fgypt. Still lower down were found caves 
containing artificial objects. The oldest objects recovered have been 
recognized as of the period of the Hyksos. The site yields hundreds 
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of pottery types. The Cypriote “ wishbone ” handle is there, belong- 
ing to a bowl showing the ladder design with a brown decoration on 
whitish-gray, “^gean painted ware,” “ base-ring ware,” and other 
pottery from the Mediterranean and early Palestine are represented. 

By one of those curious twists or prejudices in historical usage 
the word Philistine ” has come to mean “ uncultured,” though in 
their own day the people named may have stood for the best in the 
civilization of Canaan. So far as now known, they seem to have 
been descendants of the Sea-raiders whom the Egyptians repulsed 
by land and sea, scattering the remnants in Syria and Palestine. 
This strain of westerners, Europeans of a sort, from the islands and 
northern coasts of the Mediterranean, coming to the coasts of Syria- 
Palestine possessed the skill of the sea and founded colonies on the 
shore which never lost touch with the Cretan or ^Egean pursuit of 
seafaring. In the south, however, such folk would be driven inland 
more surely, because of the inhospitable shore. In Palestine they 
lived in a kind of Hanseatic League of trading cities in the sea plain. 
Askalon was one of the few Palestine cities possessing a semblance of 
a harbor. The line of Philistine cities extended from Beth Shean, 
where Doctor Fisher is excavating, through the plain Esdraelon and 
the maritime plain nearly to Egypt. 

The French, to whom Syria now pertains by mandate, have begun 
work in Phenicia near Tyre. Work was undertaken at Tell Mashuk. 
The site of ancient Dan will be available to American archeologists 
as soon as they can procure the means to excavate there. To this 
has been added as an American opportunity the site of old Dothan. 
Capernaum has been undertaken by Pere Orfali. Thus it will be 
seen that a systematic approach to the problems of history in Pales- 
tine is under way, and none too soon, for projects of irrigation, 
engineering, and modern improvement bid fair to disturb the records 
of the soil before they can be properly interpreted. Plans for 
draining Lake Huleh, the construction of reservoirs for irrigation, 
light, and heating plants south of Galilee are already planned. 
Human culture from the Stone Age to the time of the Crusades lies 
in the palimpsest record of this wonderful land, which is in itself a 
museum of human yearning and achievement. 
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THE ALIMENTARY EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. 


By Maecel Labb£:. 

Professor of the College of Medicine of Paris, Physician at the Charity Hospital. 


A good diet is the first consideration in obtaining good health. 
Besides providing, one should know how to nourish oneself. 

This can be taught. I am not of the opinion of J. J. Rousseau, 
who states that man left to himself will naturally live right and will 
never have indigestion. No more do I believe with H. Spencer that a 
child’s appetite is a judicious guide for it. Though hereditary in- 
stinct is sufficient for animals, it does not seem that it would be a 
suitable guide for man, who is, from the point of view of hygiene, the 
least rational of the animals. An alimentary education is, then, 
indispensable. 

It should be conmienced early. It is, in fact, during the growing 
period that benefit or harm from the diet reacts most strongly on the 
health. It is during the first years of life that habits are formed, 
that reflexes are created, which later direct the entire organic life of 
the individual. It is easy to act on the plastic nervous system of the 
child in order to instil into it good habits just as it would be diffi- 
cult to uproot vices to which the adult has become accustomed. 

Alimentary education should, then, be addressed above all to 
children. This idea is not new ; the Persians of the heroic ages had 
already felt the truth of it. We read in Montaigne that the educa- 
tion of the eldest son of the king was entrusted to four teachers, one 
of whom was the most temperate man of the kingdom. 

The Americans of to-day think, in the same way, that in order to 
accomplish the hygienic education of the people, it is necessary to 
commence by training the children, who are the men and women of 
to-morrow, and it is on them that is brought to bear the principal 
effort in the prevention of tuberculosis and in instruction in ali- 
mentary hygiene. For these reasons I will discuss this vital question : 
The alimentary education of children. 

The methods of instruction have been much discussed. Each has 
extolled his own. With Henri Labbe, I am of the opinion that we 
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must not be exclusive and that each system has its advantages. In 
a report presented to the National Committee on Social Hygiene in 
1919, we showed that there is a place for using all the vaunted plans 
of education, simultaneously or successively, by adapting them to the 
social station and to the age of individuals. It is evident that we 
would not use the same methods in dealing with a baby, a young 
child, and an adult. 

In the case of the infant, the nurslings, the bottle fed, or those 
already weaned, it is the mother who gives them their alimentary 
education and who teaches them hygienic habits. It is therefore to 
the mother and to the nurse that the doctors advice is addressed. 
This is the affair of the specialist in pediatrics, whether obstetrician, 
pediatrist, or hygienist, whether infirmary attendants, nurses, or 
specialized nursemaids. The education is given in the family, at the 
dispensary, at the infant asylum, or at the day nursery. For the 
nursling, much has already been done. Establishments such as the 
Institut de Porchefontaine and the new Iiistitut de Puericulture, or- 
ganized by the State, render great service by spreading, through pre- 
cept and practice, correct principles of infant alimentation. 

Once past this first period of life, the alimentation of the child 
is left somewhat to chance. And yet it is not less important. During 
the first years, whether the child is brought up at home or goes to 
the kindergarten, its education should be begun. It is either direct 
or indirect. Direct, if it is addressed to the child itself through prac- 
tice, through example, through games, through little alimentary 
lessons, through “health chores’’; indirect, if the instruction is ad- 
dressed to the parents, by means of lectures, sample dietaries, post- 
ers, and pamphlets. 

Later, during childhood and adolescence, the education of boys and 
girls should be given in the schools by means of theoretical and 
practical lessons. It is the girls especially who should be addressed, 
since they are destined to become the nurses and the housekeepers ; be- 
sides the rules of alimentation, it is desirable to teach them cooking, 
domestic econom}", and the conduct of the household. 

It is important in giving this alimentary instruction not to fall 
into pedantry and not to try to put the question of nourishment into 
sterile formulas, intelligible only to scientists. It is above all by 
practice and by example that we should proceed ; theoretical instruc- 
tion should be only an explanation of the facts. 

During the first six or seven years of its life, the child is usually 
kept in tlie home with its parents. In ordinary families, it is prefer- 
able that the child should not appear at the family table and that 
it be raised apart, in the nursery. If it sits at the table with the 
parents, they assume responsibility for its alimentary education — a 
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heavy responsibility, for it is often upon the habits, good or bad, con- 
tracted at this time, that depends the future health. 

Consequently, the parents should watch themselves carefully and 
correct their own faults. They must avoid having meals at irregular 
hours, eating too long or too rapidly, hasty mastication, too abund- 
ant drinking, the abuse of wine, an excess of salt or pepper with 
which the dishes are seasoned; they must be careful at the table, 
materially as well as morally. 

The child, indeed, sees every motion; it retains them and imitates 
them. If later on it has bad eating habits, it is most often the parents 
who are to blame. How many people by their unconscious example, 
sometimes even by conscious persuasion, teach their children at this 
time to be large eaters, heavy drinkers, food bolters, and by doing 
so, make of them later obese people, alcoholics, or dyspeptics. Certain 
diseases such as obesity are less often due to an inevitable heredity 
than to a vicious, pathogenic education given by the parents. 

For children who go to the kindergarten or to the public school, 
there is no better means of alimentary education than the school 
lunch room, provided that it is organized according to the principles 
laid down by the school physicians. 

It was in 1881 that the first school lunch rooms were established. 
Since then, they have multiplied in the kindergartens and the pri- 
mary schools of Paris and of the Provinces. Their aim is to pro- 
vide a warm meal, composed of two or three dishes, which the child 
eats with the bread, the dessert, and the beverage which it has 
brought from home. 

All the children do not participate, but only tliose whose parents 
desire it. The meal is free for those without means, and paid for 
by those who are able to give the 50 centimes which it costs. The 
expenses of the school lunch I'ooms are defrayed in part by the 
price of the paid-for meals, in ])art by a grant from the Municipal 
Council. 

This is an excellent undertaking but one wdiose organization is stil] 
imperfect. The medical inspectors of the schools have at different 
times voiced their criticisms; the lunchrooms exist in only a small 
number of schools: they function only during the three wunter 
months; the menus are sometimes badly devised, ham, pork, and 
sausages too often in certain schools replacing fresh meats; finally 
the lack of space makes it necessary in many schools to serve the 
meals in the school yard, wdiere the children are exposed to cold and 
to dust, or, indeed, in the schoolroom itself, w^here the air is not suffi- 
ciently renewed. 

It is very important that school lunchrooms be more generally 
adopted; that there be planned and installed a suitable space for 
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thenu comprising a kitclien, a well aired and well heated dining hal! 
and a wash room. The dining hall should be provided with the 
necessary equipment so that each child may have his own plate, drink- 
ing glass, spoon, knife and fork, and napkin, and so that he may sit 
comfortably at a table. Absolute cleanliness should reign in the 
kitchen and the dining hail. 

Ihe menus should be suitably chosen with regard to the age of 
the children and to the tastes prevalent in the country. The Ameri- 
cans, in their school lunches, ” have special menus for schools at- 
tended by Jews and by Italians. The question of meat in the diet 
of children has aroused numerous controversies. The partisans of 
vegetarianism are arrayed opposite those who believe in the useful- 
ness of meat. The conclusion resulting from the discussion among 
scliool ph^^sicians has been that meat should be given in small quan- 
tity two or three times a week in the kindergartens, and every day in 
amounts of 40 to 60 grams to the pupils of primary schools. Meat 
might be replaced by eggs. Milk, vegetables, and in a general sense, 
fresh, natural foods, containing vitamins and substances indispen- 
sable for the building up of tissues, should be made a part of the 
diet. Finally, the children should be allowed sufficient time for eat- 
ing; they should have half an hour for the noon meal. 

ell organized, the school lunch room will have not only a hygienic 
value but it will fill an educational function — through the choice of 
foods, through the surveillance of mastication and of drinking, 
through the washing of the hands before the meal and the habit of 
eating in a cleanly way, the meal at school wilLprovide instruction 
in the fundamentals of alimentary hygiene. 

It is the school nurse, with which every modern school should be 
provided, who would be entrusted with the duty of supervision. 
She would order the menus, look after the cooking of the dishes, 
distribute them to the children, and preside at the meal: she would 
also forbid the use of wine or coffee in too great quantity and sup- 
press the brandy which in certain Provinces the parents put in the 
child’s basket. 

Tlie medical inspectors of the schools should siij)ervise and criti- 
cize the menus, which would be presented to them. In their consul- 
tations they would prescribe special menus for weak or sick children 
(extra diet, supplemental meat, vegetable, or milk diets, etc.). 

Thus organized, the school lunch room would be not only a type 
of economical restaurant but it would become a means of treatment, 
an example of hygiene, a place of instruction in dietetics. The 
menus would be an indication which would show the parents what 
should compose the child's diet. 

The school nurse could do even more by giving, in family con- 
ferences or in private talks, advice to parents. If her investigation 
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or the health docket which should be made up for each child enter- 
ing school shows her that bad dietarj^ practices prevail in the family, 
that the child is over or under nourished, that it eats irregularly, 
that it takes too much meat or drinks too much wine, for example, 
she should explain to the parents the dangers of these faulty prac- 
tices, and if she finds them interested and without x^rejudice she 
would give them valuable points on the subject of general hygiene, 
the houseliold tasks, and culinary j^re^Daration. 

The school, with its lunch room, is called xi])on to render great 
service to the health of children. But it is not only intended for 
healthy subjects, or, indeed, for those merely predisposed to sickness. 
There are children who on account of debility or of illness are pre- 
vented from going to school, and who, in order to recover from 
enteritis, anemia, or scrofula, by which they have been attacked, re- 
quire regeneratiA e diet and hygienic instruction which their parents 
do not know and can not give. 

To fill this need there is an excellent institution, the nutrition 
clinic. The Americans have inaugurated it and }mt it into practice. 
A woman of high intelligence and great force, Miss Frances Stern, 
has organized in Paris, in the nineteenth ward, a clinic of this kind. 
Children from 4 to 7 years old temporarily kept away from kinder- 
garten or from the primary school come to spend the day on the 
premises of the clinic, the parents bringing them at 9 o’clock in the 
morning on their way to work. They are kept clean, taken care of, 
made to play and to rest, in the garden if the weather is good, inside 
if it is bad, and they are given a luncheon and dinner which are 
wholesome and strengthening. Under the influence of this good 
care, the XDOor little ones gain in appearance and in weight; they 
return to health. In bringing and calling for their children the 
mothers learn through example and the advice given them by the 
trained nurses how to care for them. Consultations on alimentary 
hygiene held by j^hysicians, assisted by the nurses, culinary demon- 
strations, distribution of food and of medicine comx:)lete the work. 

The practical education given by the school lunch rooms and nutri- 
tion clinics are worth more than all theoretical instruc tion. I do 
not mean, howeAxr, that this is useless. There are many ways of 
instilling ideas of alimentary hygiene into children’s minds, and all 
of them should be used. 

When w'e are dealing with the very young, with kindergarten chil- 
dren, it can not be made a matter of lectures- It is by amusing 
them that we must instruct them. We know the importance of 
games in their education when they are properly directed. With 
cardboard models representing the principal foods, like those used 
on the stage, with a doll’s kitchen like those given to little girls, 
how many things they can be made to understand regarding the 
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origin, the nature, and the role of alimentary substances; regarding 
the composition of meals for workers ; regarding the danger of cer- 
tain dishes. 

We Imow how much children like to play sick, or to play nurse 
and doctor. It should be easy by playing with them to teach them 
some knowledge of hygiene; one could stimulate in them questions 
and answers about indigestion, diarrhea, constipation, growth; about 
the part played by milk, vegetables, gruel made from cereals, eto. 

I can readily imagine the conversations of this kind among the 
improvised mothers and the doctors in short trousers : Your little 
boy has diarrhea, madam; you must give him vegetable broth.” 
“ Your son vomits, which shows that he has eaten too much, or that 
he does not chew his food well ; you must teach him to chew a piece 
of meat thirty times.” “Your daughter has colic; it is because 
she has eaten too much candy. You should give it to her only for 
dessert. Or perhaps she has eaten green fruit ; give her only cooked 
fruits.” Or again ; “ If your child has worms, it is because he eats 
fruit which has been badly peeled or is poorly washed ; because your 
greens are not xjroperly cleaned ; because he does not have his hands 
washed before coming to the table; or because he puts his soiled 
fingers in his mouth after having played in the dirt.” 

We can imagine many other pieces of advice on alimentation to 
put into the mouths of the children. I am sure that the skilled 
nurses of the kindergartens would be able to make effective use of 
play in the education of the little ones. 

In dealing with older children, pupils in the primary school who 
learn lessons and do tasks, it would be possible to introduce informa- 
tion about alimentary hygiene into the problems in arithmetic. The 
majority of problems of alimentation come under the rule of three; 
instead of giving in the problem, according to the old custom, the 
number of spigots which fill a reservoir or trains which meet, there 
could be used the calculation of the energy needs of a worker, of the 
alimentary ration of a baby, of the comparative value of foods, of 
the composition of an economical diet. They would be asked for 
instance : “ Is it more economical to make a lunch equivalent to 250 
calories of sugared milk or of bread and chocolate?” The answer 
would necessitate the child’s consulting tables which give the com- 
position of foods, their calorific value, and their price; and after 
several exercises of this kind the young scholar would retain some 
knowledge of dietetics and of domestic economy. 

The composition of ordinary foods should be known by everyone. 
To know that milk is a complete food, containing albumen, sugar 
or lactose, fat or butter, and minerals rich in lime; that the egg is a 
food for development made of albumen and of fat; that meat fur- 
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iiishes especially albumen; that fruits contain sugar and potatoes 
starch, is equally useful for the mother v^ho nurses her baby, for 
the worker who must renew his energy economically, and for the 
jmung man who goes in for sports. 

But it can not be a question of imparting this information by 
means of books, by forcing the scholars to learn by heart tables of 
the composition of foods the way we formerly learned the list of 
departments or of Greek roots. 

It is necessary that they enter the mind without effort, without 
becoming a bore, almost unconsciously. This is made possible b^^ 
the colored plates figuring the composition of the ordinary foods 
published by the Americans: The general form of the food is easily 
recognized, and the red. blue, yellow, green, and brown colors indi- 
cate by their relative depth the proportion of albumen, of carbo- 
hydrates, of fat, of water, and of mineral substances wdiich it con- 
tains. 

If these plates are posted on the wall of a school, the child, in 
looking at them every day, will easily learn to know the type of fat 
food, such as butter or oil, wliicli is entirely yellow ; the type of carbo- 
hydrate food, sugar, which is depicted in blue; the type of food rich 
in protein, like meat and smoked fish, which is shown in red. 

Figures showing the exact percentage composition of the foods 
make of these plates a real dictionary of alimentary substances. 
I have placed them on the walls of my consultation room at the hos- 
pital, where I use them in dietetic demonstrations. However, as they 
are of small size and in small type, they are adapted only for small 
lecture rooms. I have also had designed after these, three large 
placards, reproducing the types of foods which are the most useful 
to know, which are for use in larger auditoriimis. Placards prepared 
on this model will render great service in instruction in alimenta- 
tion in primary or secondary schools, as well as in medical schools. 

It is also through the eyes that we can teach children the princi- 
pal dangers to which unwholesome nourishment exposes them. To- 
wards this end, I have had designed by Mme. G. B. Blanchard four 
placards, representing the danger in milk, in meat, in water, and of 
dust and dirt in food. 

On the first we see how milk coming from diseased cows or goats, 
kept in dirty containers and milk houses, exposed to dust, mixed 
with infected water, can transmit a series of diseases such as tuber- 
culosis, apthous fever, Malta fever, typhoid fever, dysentery, infec- 
tious gastroenteritis of children. 

On the second, we see meat from animals affected with infectious 
or parasitic disease, meat badly preserved, becoming the cause of 
morbid transmission such as tuberculosis, glanders, typhoid fever, 
tapeworms, etc. 
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The third shows water coming from sources badly collected, not 
protected, polluted by men or animals, transmitting typhoid fever, 
dysentery, or intestinal parasites. 

Finally the fourth shows the processes of secondary contamina- 
tion resulting from bad preservation or dirty handling of foods: For 
example, the dust of the streets adhering to the fruits, the greens, 
and the pastries carried in pushcarts and displayed without protec- 
tion in the store fronts of groceries and fruit shops; the dust of apart- 
ments which settles on the surface of dishes which have just been 
prepared; greens infected by typhoid-polluted w^ater; the tuber- 
culous cook who carelessly coughs over the dishes which vshe serves; 
the cook who is a carrier of typhoid germs or dysenter}^, who by 
means of her unclean hands transfers them to the food ; flies, which 
having collected dangerous germs from privies, come to leave them 
on the surface of foods; finally the dog, too welcome visitor in the 
kitchen, w ho transmits parasites of which he is a bearer. 

The dangers which menace us are too numerous and too diverse to 
be all represented in a series of four plates. But the principal ones 
are there, and in a form which the mind can easily grasp. 

These plates have the happy privilege of making the children, and 
even adults, laugh ; they hold the attention, they are deciphered like 
a rebus, they are commented on scientifically, and they impress the 
story they tell on the memory of all. Would it not be desirable that 
they be printed in large editions and adopted for school equipment ? 

These plates are of the type of the posters, pictures, pamphlets, 
and postal cards published by the xVmerican commission for protec- 
tion against tuberculosis in France. It is believed that the}^ would 
render equal service if they w^ere reproduced in the form of simple 
pictures of the Epinal kind, in the form of illustrations for little 
tracts, or in the form of postal cards to put in the hands of children. 

Their form is, moreover, by no means limited, and I can well 
imagine possible graphic representations of the elimentary dangers 
which menace us, of the mistakes to avoid, and of the precautions 
to take. The commission for protection against tuberculosis has 
published amusing pictures showing children the danger of dust and 
flies, of the necessity of washing the hands before coming to the 
table, and of brushing the teeth to keep them in good condition. 
These are some of the precepts of alimentary education : It would be 
desirable to formulate and to depict a series of otliers to teach 
thorough mastication, not to eat too fast, not to drink too much dur- 
ing a meal, not to abuse alcohol, etc. Certain of these pictures would 
be common to the antialcohol campaign and to alimentary education. 
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In fact, what is the campaign against alcohol if not one of the chap- 
ters of alimentary hygiene^ 

If this advice, addressed to children, were heeded and followed 
(and here it concerns measures of personal hygiene which have no 
part in the police power of the State), how many diseases we would 
be able to avoid! 

The Americans have accomplished some interesting results in this 
direction. There is a series of nine posters published by Gillett, 
which show : The type of child made vigorous by means of a proper 
diet; the comjiarison of a well nourished with a poorly nourished 
child and the reasons wdiy the diet of the latter is bad ; the compara- 
tive nutritive value of cofPee and milk, of bouillon, of vegetable soup 
or milk soup, of vegetables and canned or dried fruit as they are 
found in large groceries, finally the usual foods; the series of foods 
which are of value in building up the skeleton; the most economical 
and the most advantageous way of spending $5 for food. 

These pictures, placed where children can see them, in the lunch 
rooms, in the dispensaries, and in the schools, will surprise and amuse 
them ; commentCLl on and explained by doctors, nurses, or instructors, 
they will teach them some important facts of alimentary hygiene. 

We can, moreover, imagine others, not less useful in demonstra- 
tions. I would propose, for instance, the following series, designed 
to show^ the special role of various foods in answering the bodily 
needs: (1) Those which make muscle (meat, eggs, dried vegetables, 
cheeses, milk) ; (2) those which make bone (milk, whole cereals) ; 
(3) those which aid growth (whole cereal porridge, cereal gruels, 
whole wheat bread, milk, eggs) ; (4) those which make fat (bread, 
meal, cereals, farinaceous vegetables) ; (5) those w’hich produce 
bodily heat (bread and butter and preserves, goose grease, cod-liver 
oil) ; (6) those which produce energy for climbing, running, or play- 
ing games (sugar, sugared fruits, honey, candy, chocolate) ; (7) 
that which is necessary to climb on foot to the top of the Eiffel Tower 
(seven lumps of sugar — sugar is for the human body what coal is for 
the steam engine; to climb mountains, a stick of chocolate is better 
than a thick beefsteak) ; (8) he who would travel far should take in 
his sack sugar, chocolate, dry biscuits, and some preserved meat. 

If the pictures make an impression on the minds of the children, 
the form of the thought is just as important; mottoes and proverbs, 
commandments, and succinct formulas are easily retained in their 
memories. For tliis reason I have thought it would be interesting to 
draw^ up ‘‘commandments'" of alimentary hygiene, to be posted in 
schools, dispensaries, and refectories. In the following twelve pre- 
cepts I have summarized the essentials. 
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Commandments of Aei:mentart Hygiene. 

1. Clean hands, clean plates, clean dishes inakes the food appetizing and 
wholesome. 

2. Eat at regular hours, chew carefully, rest after meals. 

3. Harken to your appetite, but be not its slave; eat what you ought and 
you will be better for it 

4. Avoid extremes ; too much and too little are equally harmful. 

5. Meat makes the muscle, but sugar gives it strength. 

6. To climb mountains, a cake of chocolate or sugar or an apple is better 
than a thick beefsteak. 

7. A little wine nourishes ; much alcohol kills, 

8. It is with milk and vegetables, and not with meat, that our skeleton is 
built up. 

9. AVe must drink water to wash internally just as we wash the skin. 

10. Spinach, chiccory, cabbage, greens, and fruits do the sweeping out of the 
intestine. 

11. Green vegetables, potatoes, beets, turnips, and fruits alkalize the organ- 
ism. They are the antidotes for meat and eggs which acidify it. 

12. Eat your food well cooked ; it acquires flavor, digestibility, and decreases 
in toxicity. 

To help me in this work several of my students have drawn up the 
commandments which seemed to them the most useful. Each has 
put into it something of his own mind, imperative, satirical, scien- 
tific, or artistic. I publish here one of these trials, that of Mme. 
Eequin, which by its literary form is capable of impressing strongly 
minds sensible to the charm of poetry or of being retained by the 
memory of children.^ 

1. De I’hygi^ne si tu suis les prescriptions 

Tu pourras du Docteur 6viter les potions. 

(If you follow the prescriptions of hygiene you can avoid the doc-tors 
doses. ) 

2. Prends tou jours tes repas heures r6guli^res, 

Ayant d§barrass6 tes mains de leurs poussi^res. 

(Always take your meals at regular hours, 

Having first relieved your hands of their dirt.) 

3. Sois joyeux a Eidee de manager un bon plat: 

Ton estomac secrete alors sans etre las. 

(Be happy at the prospect of eating a good meal, 

For then your stomach secretes without becoming tired.) 

4. Ecoute : pour avoir mflch^ ses aliments 

Avec grand soin, Fletcher v6cut quatre-vingt ans ! 

(Take heed: Because he chewed his food 
With great care, Fletcher lived eighty years ! ) 

5. Du berceau k la tombe utilize le lait ; 

A lui seul U nourrit ; c’est Valiment complet. 

(From the cradle to the grave use milk; 

By itself it nourishes; it Is the complete food.) 


» The following commandment's are given in French and translated literally. 
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6. Aime avec ^clectisme animal, fruit, legume ; 

L’homme trop eselusif se voue ^ I’amertume. 

(Like equally meat, fruit, vegetable; 

The too exclusive man dedicates himself to bitterness. ) 

7. A viande faisand^e, A repas 6pic6, 

Sans regrets tu devras sagement renoncer. 

(Gamey meat and spiced dishes, 

You should wisely renounce without regret.) 

8. Paresseux, Tintestin rMame-t-il une aide? 

Au lait caille, aux fruits, aux legumes il cede. 

(Indolent ones, does your intestine call for assistance? 

To curds, to fruits, or vegetables it will yield.) 

9. Te plains-tu de diarrh^e? Absorbe A faibles doses 

Blanc d’oeuf, riz, lait. coings, nefles ou rien du tout si i’oses. 

(Do you complain of diarrhea? Take in small quantities 

White of egg, rice, milk, quinces, medlars, or nothing at all if you dare.) 

10. Du vin pris au repas stimule I’appetit, 

Mais par Talcool, santA bleus, race, tout p^rit. 

(A little wine with meals stimulates the appetite, 

But through alcohol, health, wealth, race, everything perishes.) 

11. Bois un verre d’eau claire au coucher. au lever ; 

Dehors prom^ne-toi ton repas acheve. 

(Drink a glass of clear water on going to bed and on arising ; 

Take a walk outdoors when your meal is over. ) 

12. Evite tous excAs do raets ou de boisson ; 

Us ^puisent le corps et troublent la raison. 

(Avoid all excess of food or drink; 

It weakens the body and befuddles the mind.) 

It was also, in 1905, with a view to instruction and propaganda 
that I, ray teacher Landouzy, and my brother Henri Labbe, formu- 
lated our “ Tables of alimentary education.” An inquiry into the 
dietary of a certain number of Parisian workmen and clerks of both 
sexes, w^ho came for consultation to the Laennec hospital, convinced 
us of the importance of a bad dietary in preparing the ground for 
a tuberculous invasion. We had emphasized the principal errors of 
this morbid dietary: the abuse of meat among working people, the 
abuse of alcohol, the belief that meat and alcohol produce vigor; the 
lack of starches and of sugar, the scorn of rice, of macaroni and 
spaghetti, of sweetened side dishes among the families of working 
people; the exaggerated taste for greens, gherldns, and condiments, 
which have no dietary value, among anemic and dyspeptic young 
working girls ; the too frequent omission of breakfast, which should 
always be taken before going to work or exposing oneself to the 
outdoor cold. 

Having seen the danger, we sought to put the working people on 
guard and to accomplish their alimentary education. It was toward 
this end that we drew up our tables. In these we have exact directions 
as to the quantity and quality of the foods which should enter into 
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the diet, taking into account the weight and relative stoutness of 
individuals, the sex, and the occupation. We added to it an Indi- 
cator of the nutritive and market values of the ordinary foods,” in 
which, in schematic form, may be compared the energy value of 
meat, eggs, vegetables, cereals, and fruits, the relative importance 
of each of these foods with regard to protein, fat, carbohydrates, and 
mineral substances, and finally, the cost price of energy according to 
whether it was derived from one or another kind of food. 

We thus showed the dietary advantages of potatoes, in which 100 
calories cost only 1 centime ; those of rice, of bread, of sugar, of lard, 
of leguminous plants, of salt pork, of milk and butter, among which 
100 calories vary from 1| to 4 centimes ; and we showed on the other 
hand the high price of eggs, of green vegetables, of greens, and of 
butcher’s meat, which furnish the same amount of energy for a sum 
varying from 16 to 30 centimes, or at least at a price from sixteen 
to thirty times higher than the potato ; we showed also that the potato 
is the economical food par excellence, while meat and greens are foods 
de luxe. 

During the war and especially during after-war conditions, the cost 
of food increased in enormous proportions, but the relation be- 
tween the price of the various commodities has scarcely changed at 
all, and our conclusions from the economic point of view remain the 
same. More than ever, among the social classes which feel the hard 
times most heavily, it is necessary to know the most advantageous 
foods; more than ever should there be interest in dietary economy. 

In making up our tables we addressed ourselves to the working 
people and clerks themselves, and especially to the women, to the 
housewives, who are responsible hygienically and economically for 
the feeding of the family. Many have read our tables, listened to 
advice which we gave in lectures and in articles, and benefited 
from it. 

Our effort has not been the only one. With a much wider scope, 
the Society of Nutritional Hygiene, through the voice of its lecturers, 
has undertaken to spread the right principles among the people. 
Toward the end of the war, at the time when the food question was 
becoming more and more difficult, a new organization, the Vie moins 
chere” (Society for Cheaper Living), was formed under the auspices 
of M. Gley, with the initiative of Mme. Moll Weiss, to spread among 
the Provinces the most indispensable information on alimentary 
hygiene and economy. Stern necessity forced all to see the practical 
importance of the food question regarded from a scientific point of 
view. It is therefore urgent to follow up and develop this instruc- 
tion. This is what M. Henri Labbe and I have attempted to do 
during the past two years in a course given at the Society of Nutri- 
tional Hygiene under the auspices of the National Committee. 
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But we believe also that this instruction could be be^ain earlier, 
and that our tables, revised and brought up to date with regard to 
prices, could advantageously be introduced into the schools, where 
they would serve as a text to be used in instructing the older children 
in the theoretical and practical rules of nutrition. 

The necessity of introducing nutritional hygiene into the curricu- 
lum is impressed on all minds. The directors of primary instruc- 
tion and of secondary instruction show a great interest in the matter. 

In girl’s seminaries nearly all the directors have organized courses 
in nutritional hygiene, associated or not with courses in domestic 
science and courses in cooking. The program varies with the dif- 
ferent establishments. The best procedure to accomplish the desired 
end has not yet been given. We believe that it will be found in a 
combination of elementary theoretical courses with practical courses 
in domestic science and cooking, for which a space consisting of a 
simplified apartment and kitchen should be provided. 

On this question there are found excellent points in a Program 
of household and domestic economy instruction,” designed for girls 
from 6 to 12 years old, published by the French Educational League. 
The ingenious idea put into practice in the St. Denis and d’Auber- 
villiers schools was the establishment of a “household day” during 
which the arithmetic lesson bore on questions of housekeeping (ex- 
penses and economies), the science lesson on questions of hygiene 
and of the care of children, on the nutritive value of foods, on the 
composition of bills of fare, the lesson in moral philosophy on the 
duties of the child in the home; the dictation itself could have for 
a subject the principles of hygiene or the care of children or cooking 
recipes. 

IWiatever be the program adopted, it is indispensable that the 
girls of to-morrow, who are launching out more and more into the 
conquest of independent, administrative, and commercial positions, 
filled formerly only by men, shall not forget the management of a 
home, which, with maternity, is still their fundamental part, their 
most glorious career in life. 

Xo longer, as in the time of Moliere, does affectation for “ fine 
writing ” among the “ precieuses ” tend to cause neglect of domestic 
occupations: it is to obtain the time to pursue serious studies and 
to fill lucrative professions that many girls of our time lay aside 
the cares of housekeeping. 

Let us, then, return, if not to boiled beef and broth, at least to 
savory broiled meat and to succulent roasts, to homemade pastries, 
to dainty and nourishing side dishes, to preserves and jams, to good 
recipes which are handed down from mother to daughter. The 
health of our children, the future of our race, would benefit by it. 
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It is not only in the school that instruction may be given. The 
minds of some children of a free-lance disi^osition are sometimes 
refractory to whatever is told them by the teacher, while they will 
accept willingly the homely advice given by their elders and that 
instruction, not compulsory and without obligation, which life gives 
them. It is in such cases that posters, pamphlets, newspaper articles, 
and tracts can be used. 

In America this procedure is widely used. Little pamphlets, very 
brief articles prepared by teachers of alimentary science and stamped 
with great common sense, have been published in great numbers and 
distributed either free or sold for a small price. They were issued 
in profusion during the war. They are on the subjects of the value 
of milk and the necessity of insuring a supply for the children ; of 
the necessity of economizing on meat and replacing it with other 
foods ; of corn meal and oats and ways of preparing them ; of pota- 
toes in the form of bread ; of the theory and practice of nutrition ; 
of the diet of laborers and that of sedentary workers, etc. 

One of them, in four pages, sums up the essential parts : On the 
alimentary needs of the child ; on the purpose of nutrition, which is 
to make vigorous bodies, good brains, rosy cheeks, and bright eyes; 
on the choice of foods ; on every-day bills-of-f are and recipes. These 
tracts are generally published by the Department of Agriculture 
and the Public Health Bulletin of Massachusetts. We also ought 
to publish pamplilets of this kind. Unfortunately the time is un- 
favorable for printing. However, the “ Cheaper Living ” Society 
during the last year of the war found the means to issue some of 
these tracts accompanied with practical culinary advice, which are 
excellent. It is regrettable that their publication should be stopped. 

Together with Henri Labbe, under the auspices of the National 
Committee, we have begun with a pamphlet of eight pages summing 
up the most important precepts for the diet of athletes ; it appeared 
at the same time that the Pershing stadium was opened. It would 
be desirable to continue this work by publishing little pamphlets 
on the nutrition of school children, the diet of manual laborers and 
of sedentary workers, the alimentation of mothers and of nurses, the 
comparative value from the hygienic or economic point of view of 
certain foods. Every time that a new question arises it would be 
desirable to have it treated succinctly and brought to the attention 
of the public; for example, would it not be interesting at this time 
to show how butcher’s meat could be replaced by equivalent foods 
and to bring out the advantages of refrigerated meat, to teach con- 
sumers to pass the butchers by as long as they refuse to lower their 
prices in accordance with the trend of commodities and propose to 
make excessive profits to the detriment of the public. 
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A number of persons are busy along these lines. Among our 
students in the course of alimentary hygiene, there are some who 
have become our collaborators and who through talks, lectures, mo- 
tion pictures, articles inserted in the great daily papers in Paris and 
in the Provinces, are ably striving to spread the scientific and eco- 
nomic information indispensable to knowledge about nutrition. 
Their work is good and profitable. 

The campaign for nutritional education, of which I have traced 
the outlines, is directed to the child either directly or through the 
intermediary of its parents. It is complex, but it is necessary and 
will not be in vain. All that we do for the children, the future of 
the race, will bear fruit; the miniature man is endowed with a re- 
ceptive, intelligent mind, easily molded; he is essentially educable. 
He acquires good habits as easily as bad ones; he can do a thing 
hygienically as well as unhygienicaily. It depends on the environ- 
ment in which he lives. If he has before him examples of cleanli- 
ness and good hygiene, he assimilates them ; if he has bad examples, 
he follows them. At the beginning of life, everything is still on an 
equal footing with him. He has no innate taste for pernicious 
things. The child does not like gamey meat; he must have had a 
long education in bad alimentary habits to give him a taste for it. It 
is the same for strong alcoholic drinks, which at first offend the deli- 
cate senses of the young man, just as morphine brings on nausea 
before creating an artificial paradise. 

If the child has vices, he has acquired them from our example or 
from the environment in which we live. If he is a drunkard, we are 
responsible for it. 

Inversely, it is curious to see how easily children accpiire hygienic 
habits. Notice with what abhorrence some children refuse to drink 
from a glass or eat from a spoon used by another person ; how others, 
in spite of being greedy, scorn a piece of candy which has fallen on 
the ground; how all are filled with disgust at the idea of finding a 
worm in a piece of fruit. Alimentary hygiene taught through ex- 
ample at this period of life is solidly implanted. Hygienic acts be- 
come unconscious, almost instinctive, and direct the child’s life. 

It is very different with the adult, full of inveterate bad habits 
and crammed with prejudices; he is difficult to correct and is never 
perfectly reeducated. 

Surgeons know well that asepsis can not be learned after a certain 
age ; it is comprised of reflex acts which have been inculcated in them 
since the very beginning of medical studies. The cleanliness of a 
surgeon depends on his first training. It is the same for alimentary 
hygiene. 

Alimentary education is useful not only to individuals; it is also 
profitable to the general public. Through it little by little the 
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habits of men will be changed and certain diseases which arise from 
alimentary vices will disappear. Already, because the excesses of 
meat eating to which our fathers gave themselves up are exceptional 
to-day, gout has become very rare; it is doomed to disappear. 
Obesity, sick headache, and some diabetes connected with overeating 
will be suppressed when men resign themselves to moderation. They 
had practically disappeared in Germany under the influence of the 
forced alimentary restriction during the war. 

Alcoholism, also, with its hepatic, nervous, and mental sj^mptoms, 
should vanish if the nations had the firm will to abolish it. There 
would remain only a certain number of hopeless drunkards — just as 
there are some morphine addicts throughout the world. 

As regards the infectious diseases, of which the germ is introduced 
through the digestive tube — typhoid fever, cholera, and dysentery — 
and as regards enteritis, brought on by intestinal parasites, they are 
already less frequent than formerly, and they are destined to disap- 
pear through the progress of nutritional hygiene and especially 
through the use of sterilized drinlring water. Tuberculosis itself, in 
so far as it is related to the diet in infancy, should diminish. Such 
is the importance of the results which we may expect from nu- 
tritional education. If it is given early and very generally, if it is 
addressed to the children and to their mothers, it will efface little 
by little from pathology a series of diseases which result from die- 
tary errors, and it will improve the health of individuals, and the 
beauty of the race. It will accomplish the double purpose, both 
individual and social, which the i)hilosopher Guyau assigned to a 
good education. It is, therefore, with good reason that we make 
it one of our first considerations. 
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[With 10 plates.] 

A real history of medical entomology Tvould require a year or more 
in its preparation and should be done, perhaps, by two men, the one 
a medical man (a pathologist), and the other an entomologist, since 
a complete history, written by one or the other, would unconsciously 
emphasize the importance of one side. But the time has come for 
the preparation of a consecutive account of the main features of the 
extraordinary development that has taken place in the past few dec- 
ades: and this article, however faulty and however hastily done, 
is an attempt to do this. In any history there is always a balancing 
of the advantages and the disadvantages of a too near or a too dis- 
tant view of events, and if the present view is too near it may at 
least contain suggestions for the consideration of the future historian. 

In 1871 the idea that any specific disease might be insect borne was 
not mentioned in any of the standard medical treatises. In this direc- 
tion the world was as ignorant as it was 300 years earlier, when 
Mercurialis suggested the idea of food contamination by flies coming 
from the excretions of those dying from the “ black death ” to visit 
exposed food supplies. Even this perfectly obvious conclusion of 
the old Italian physician made little impression, and, although occa- 
sionally repeated from time to time through the years by one ob- 
server or another, mainly in reference to Asiatic cholera, flies gen- 
erally, were regarded as harmless nuisances, and, perhaps, even as 
beneficial as destroyers of offal in their maggot stage. 

We can hardly blame the workers in medical sciences before the 
days of microbiology for indifference or for lack of vision in this 
direction, in spite of the fact that here and there in different parts 
of the world there existed among the people popular beliefs which 
connected certain insects with disease. It was so in India, in Africa, 

* Reprinted, with slight alterations, by permission of the American Public Health Asso- 
ciation from “A half century of Public Health — Jubilee historical volume of the 
A. P. H. Assoc.,” N. T., 1921 (pp. 412—438). 
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in South America, and even on the Roman Campagna, a home of 
malaria, the poor peasants long ago connected the idea of mosquitoes 
with the idea of fevers. 

But there were a few men before Pasteur’s discovery of pathogenic 
bacteria, and long before anyone had dreamed of disease-carrying 
protozoa with alternate hosts, who had imagined in a way the con- 
nection between mosquitoes and yellow fever. Louis D. Beauperthuy, 
a French physician long resident in the West Indies, as early as 
1853 elaborately argued that yellow fever is conveyed to man by 
mosquitoes, but he supposed that the insects carried the virus from 
decomposing matter which they had visited. Even earlier, in 1848, 
Dr. Josiah Xott, of Mobile, had contended in a published article 
that the specific cause of yellow fever exists in some form of insect 
life. 


The first decade of our 50 years was almost passed when the first 
great discovery in medical entomology was made, a discovery which, 
although it had no connection with bacteria or protozoa, led directly 
to others, and in fact opened the way to the vast field of discovery 
in which many men of many countries have worked and are now 
working. This was the discovery by Dr, Patrick Manson of the 
full life round of certain filarial worms, in which certain mosquitoes 
play a vital part. So revolutionary was this work and so unimagi- 
nable in^ its results even to intelligent practitioners that the late 
medical inspector, J, S. Ames, of the United States Navy, has told 
me how the ]Navy surgeons of different nations, coming together by 
chance on the China station, used to chaff crazy Pat Manson about 
his mosquito filaria ideas/ Manson^s discovery was brilliant and 
revolutionary. It was the result of long work under trying condi- 
tions and in the face of a discouraging lack of interest and even 
serious doubts as to his perfect saneness on the part of his colleagues, 
and he deserves even greater honor than was given to him, although 
he has been hailed as a pioneer and a great leader by the medical 
profession and the scientific world at large. His work led directlv 
to the great achievement of Ross in regard to malaria. 

But before we take up Ross’s wonderful work we must for an in- 
stant refer to an extraordinary paper by A. F. A. King, a Washington 
physician with a speculative mind, who published in 1883 an extended 


argument to prove that malaria is carried by mosquitoes. As a 
c ose y reasoned argument this paper was as nearlv conclusive as 
would be possible without actual experimental evidence. But the 
tune was not npe for the acceptance of this idea, and laboratorv 
technique and microbiological science were not far enough advanced 
® confirmatory experimentation. I am inclined 

to P,IT mysoHjhon I raiembor my inereduloo, frame of mind when 
Doctor K.mr broached h,s theory to the late C. V. Eiley and myself 
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before he read his very notable paper before the Philosophical So- 
ciety of 'VYashington in the early eighties. It is worthy of note that 
although several prominent medical men were present at the meeting, 
including the late Drs. J. S. Billings and Eobert Fletcher, the paper 
fell utterly flat as to encouraging discussion. And when published a 
number of months later in the old Popular Science Monthly for 1883, 
the article attracted little attention, and, so far as I know, received 
none of the favorable comment it deserved until George H. F. Nut- 
tall recognized its remarkable character 16 years later and reviewed 
it at some length in his admirable summary “ On the role of insects, 
arachnids, and myriapods as carriers in the spread of bacterial and 
parasitic diseases of man and animals/’ in Volume VIII of the Johns 
Hopkins Hospital Keports (1899) . It is certain that at the time King 
formulated his mosquito-malaria theory he had no knowledge of 
Laveran’s discovery in 1880 of the causative organism of the disease 
or of Manson’s discoveries regarding the carriage of filiariasis by 
mosquitoes, since he would undoubtedly have added another strong 
argument to the 12 he so admirably formulated had he possessed this 
information. 

But here we must leave malaria temporarily in order to discuss 
briefly in its chronological order the extraordinary and basic dis- 
coveries of Theobald Smith with regard to the Texas fever of cattle. 

The so-called Texas or Southern cattle fever had long been known 
as a disease transmitted to northern cattle by cattle coming from the 
southern regions of the United States. The region from which in- 
fected cattle came was large and well defined and included most of 
the Southern States. Southern cattle themselves as a rule were free 
from any signs of disease. Cattle coming from the South in the 
winter were harmless but when they were brought North during the 
summer, the disease came with them. Curiously enough, it did not 
seem to be an infection which was communicated directly from south- 
ern cattle to northern cattle, but that the southern cattle infected the 
irround over which they passed and then when the northern cattle 
grazed over this same ground, they caught the fever. 

It had long been the belief among certain cattle raisers in the West 
that ticks were the cause of this fever and that they were carried and 
scattered everywhere by southern cattle. Many, however, disbelieved 
this theory. Observations confirmatory to the tick theory, however, 
had been made; for example, it was noticed that when southern cattle 
had been driven for a considerable distance, after a time, they lost 
their power to infect pastures. Moreover, it was noticed that after 
southern cattle had passed, the disease did not appear among northern 
cattle grazing on their trail until 30 days or thereabouts had elapsed. 

Our knowledge was in this condition, when the investigation of the 
disease was taken up seriously by the Bureau of Animal Industry 
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of the United States Department of Agriculture. Dr. Theobald 
Smith was a young man who had graduated at Cornell University 
in 1880 and had afterwards taken his degree in medicine at Albany. 
He had taken special studies which admirably fitted him for this 
work and became connected with the service at Washington. In 1889 
he succeeded in discovering a peculiar microorganism in the red 
blood corpuscles of an infected cow which corresponded in every 
respect with what one Tvould expect as the true cause of the disease. 
Doctor Smith was associated at that time with Dr. F. L. Kilborne, 
who had charge of the field experiment end of this work, and he soon 
succeeded in showing tliat the cattle tick was somehow necessary to 
the transmission of the disease. These observations were fully con- 
firmed in 1890. In the autumn of that year it was found that when 
young ticks which had been artificially hatched were placed on 
cattle there was a sudden astonishing loss of red blood corpuscles 
which could by no means be explained by the simple abstraction of 
the blood. Additional experiments showed that the fever was caused 
by putting recently hatched cattle ticks on susceptible cattle. These 
results were confirmed in the summers of 1891 and 1892. 

Here again results confirmed an idea current among the people but 
not indorsed and even derided by scientific men. In 1868 Dr. John 
Gamgee, who had been brought over from England to study the 
plague for the United States Government, wrote : 

The tick theory has gained quite a hold during the past summer, but a little 
thought should have satisfied anyone of the absurdity of this idea. 

The great importance of Smith’s work consists in the demonstra- 
tion that the infection is carried from the adult ticks into the eggs 
and from them to the young and that they later introduce the virus. 
The first thing that occurred to the discoverer was that the tick drew 
out the causative organism from the blood of the cattle and dis- 
tributed it on the pasture and that the cattle ate it with their food ; 
but it was not until 1891, when he accidentally found that he could 
obtain eggs from the ticks in confinement, that it was possible to 
begin experiments to prove the transmission by the bite. His dis- 
covery of the causative organism had enabled him to recognize mild 
cases of the disease produced experimentally, since only by an exami- 
nation of the blood microscopically and with the blood counter could 
such a diagnosis be made. 

The remarkable benefits to the people of the United States that 
have resulted from this discovery are, of course, well known. South- 
ern cattle after having been “ dipped ” to free them from ticks can 
now be carried north beyond the tick line ” without the slightest 
danger that the southern fever will be transmitted to northern 
cattle. And. much more than that, the southern country is being 
rapidly freed from the cattle tick, and by rotation of pasturage and 
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by dipping county after county lias been retrieved from quarantine 
and now a vast area, formerly dangerous, is fever free. Curiously 
enough the old fever quarantine line corresponded closely to the 
dividing line between the upi:>er and lower austral life zones on 
Merriam’s early life-zone maps of the United States, Theoretically, 
therefore, the cattle tick is a lower austral form and can more easily 
be exterminated from its more northward range. But cattle culture 
can now be carried on with profit in many regions of the South 
where diversified agriculture has become a necessity. 

This in itself is a noteworthy result of Smith’s discovery, but 
biologically it is of the very greatest importance as the pioneer dis- 
covery of a blood-inhabiting protozoan in its dual relation between 
an articulate and a mammalian host. It is true that the cattle tick 
is not, strictly speaking, an insect, but it is closely related to the 
insects and is popularl}^ called one, so that this demonstration, first 
described in full in 1893, ranks as the second great discovery in 
medical entomology. 

While Smith was completing his college course at Cornell, Dr. 
A. Laveran, a French Army surgeon, was studying malaria in Algeria 
and succeeded in 1880 in demonstrating an ameboid organism in the 
blood of malarial patients, which he studied at length and showed 
to be the causative organism of the disease, which thus became estab- 
lished as a parasitic malady. The details of the life c 3 ^cle of this 
organism as it occurs in man were traced b^" Laveran after the dis- 
covery of the true cause of the disease, and there was much specu- 
lation as to the manner in which it is transferred to healthy people. 
The drinking of contaminated water was an early suggestion and 
there were others, but experimental work failed to prove their truth. 
Laveran himself eventually suggested that the parasitic organism 
might be carried b}" mosquitoes, but Manson, after his success with 
Filaria, insisted upon the necessity for experimentation with these 
insects and formulated the hTqoothesis that they might be the neces- 
sary secondary hosts. It was. in fact, largely due to Manson’s sug- 
gestions that Eonald Eoss, then a surgeon in the Indian Medical 
Service, began his studies. 

The details of Eoss’s work have now become well known among the 
medical profession and those engaged in sanitary work. Starting 
with nothing but a theorv and a knowledge of the appearance of the 
parasite after it appears in the blood of man, but with no knowledge 
whatever of how it might look in another stage of its development 
or whether it might be found in one kind of mosquito and not in 
another kind, Eoss spent two j^ears and a half of the most strenuous 
work before he solved the question and found the parasites among 
the cells of the stomach of what he termed dapple-winged mos- 
quitoes.” This result was reached in August, 1897, and after its 
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announcement, many workers attacked the problem and confirmation 
rapidly followed. The complete life history of the parasite was 
worked out and the mosquitoes of the genus Anopheles were definitely 
shown to be the sole means by which malaria is transmitted from 
man to man. The Italian workers, Grassi, Bignami, and Bastianelli, 
began to work along the same lines shortly after Ross had begun his 
investigation and for a long time contended that the credit for the 
establishment of relations between Anopheles and human malaria 
belonged to them, since Ross’s first work was done with mosquitoes 
of the genus Culex and a malarial disease of sparrows. The Nobel 
Prize, however, was awarded to Ross in 1902 after a careful ex- 
amination of the matter of priority and of late the Italians have 
advanced no claim. In fact, talking with Angelo Celii in 1910, I 
jocularly referred to his old friend Ross ” (since Ross had been par- 
ticularly harsh in his criticism of the claims of the Italian school) 
and Celii replied to the effect that it was all smoothed over and 
that he had contributed a chapter to Ross's big book on malaria 
which had then just been published. It seems that Ross kne^v noth- 
ing of Theobald Smith’s discovery of the blood inhabiting protozoan 
of the Texas fever of cattle and of its established vital relation with 
the cattle tick, so that his work with malaria was absolutely original 
with him and so far as he knew was the first accomplishment of this 
nature so far as protozoan parasites were concerned. The importance 
of his work can not be overestimated. It was one of the great dis- 
coveries in biological science applied to medicine and will eventually 
mean more for the health and happine^^s of mankind than almost any 
discovery that has ever been made. Ross, like T^lanson, was knighted 
and has lived to enjoy many honors and to see in many directions 
the vast fruits of his discovery. 

Practical work based on Ross's discovery was immediately begun 
in different parts of the world. He, himself, headed an expedition 
to Lagos on the West Coast of Africa and by putting antimalaria 
measures into effect reduced the malaria incidence very greatly. 
Elsewhere the same thing was done. The governors of the British 
colonies, especially the authorities of the Crown Colonies, did not 
act with sufficient rapidity and enthusiasm to satisfy Ross, who felt, 
with his crusader’s spirit, that they should have shown more. He 
published a little book called Mosquito Brigades ” in 1901, in which 
he gave explicit directions, as a result of his field-work, as to the best 
means of organizing and operating anti malaria campaigns, especially 
in the Tropics. In this book he said severe things about the dilatori- 
ness of British officialism in sanitary matters. Three years previously 
I had published a bulletin on inos(putoes and antimosqiiito work in 
which I referred to Ross’s discovery and detailed the best measures 
for fighting mosquitoes, and a number of bits of experimental work 
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were done in several parts of the United States which were detailed 
in the book entitled “ Mosquitoes, How they Live, How they Carry 
Disease, and How they May be Destroyed,” which was published 
in 1901. 

It is astonishing how rapidly conviction followed this great dis- 
covery and how widespread the belief in its soundness soon became. 
The leaders of the medical profession adopted it at once and doubters 
were astonishingly few and w ere soon silenced. Certain State health 
officers in this country took it up and preached it. As early as 1898 
I was invited to address the section on medicine of the American 
Medical Association at its annual convention at Atlantic City on 
the subject of the malarial mosquito, and no serious objections to 
the so-called theory ” were in evidence. The only feeble note of 
protest that I remember was at New Orleans in December, 1905, at 
a meeting of the section of physiology and experimental medicine 
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science during 
a symposium on insect-borne diseases. No one present will ever for- 
get the dramatic manner in which the late Doctor Chaille crushed 
the unfortunate speaker. 

As always, the center in this country of early adoption and dissemi- 
nation of this wonderful discovery ^vas Johns Hopkins University. 

Dr. William S. Thayer went to Ital}^ and studied the work on the 
Roman Campagna and in the laboratories of Grassi and Celli. He 
returned to Baltimore and began an enthusiastic campaign of educa- 
tion. Dr. Walter Reed, of the United States Army; Dr. Jesse W. 
Lazear, and Dr. J. C. Carroll — all with Johns Hopkins affiliations — 
absorbed the new ideas with interest, and from this group of men 
came the next great discovery in medical entomology. 

The war with Spain had just been completed. The American Army 
of occupation was in Cuba ; the then Surgeon General of the Army, 
Dr. George M. Sternberg, w^as a bacteriologist and had been a student 
of yellow fever. Sanitary conditions in Cuba were very bad. The 
possibility of an epidemic of yellow fever among the American troops 
was very great, and malaria w^as rife on the island. Therefore Gen- 
eral Sternberg formed a commission, composed of Doctors Reed, Car- 
roll, and Lazear, and added to their number Dr. Aristides Agra- 
monte, a Cuban physician educated in the United States, and in- 
structed them to investigate sanitary conditions in Cuba in as thor- 
ough a manner as possible, paying special attention to yellow fever. 

Now it happens that as early as 1880 a Cuban physician of a specu- 
lative turn of mind, a man of imagination (of the A. F. A. King 
type), named Carlos J. Finlay, had been filled with the idea that yel- 
low fever is carried by mosquitoes. Not content with theorizing, he 
put his ideas to the test; but, working single-handod and in defiance 
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of accepted views, and knowing nothing of protozoology and little of 
bacteriology and laboratory methods, he failed to bring forward any 
convincing proof, although his experiments were in a high degree 
suggestive. He had, however, selected the exact species of mosquito 
which was eventually proved by the United States Army Commission 
to be the true vector of the disease, namely, CuJex fasciatus^ as it was 
then called — the most abundant of the household mosquitoes of Cuba. 
Sternberg, who had been a member of an American commission to 
study yellow fever in Cuba at that time, met Finlay and was familiar 
with his experiments, but neither at that time nor at any other, 
after the Feed commission results were gained, is there any evidence 
to show that Sternberg was at all favorably impressed by Finlay’s 
theory. The fact, however, that Finlay’s ideas were ultimately proved 
to be true and that his experiments failed only in detail and that he 
selected the exact species of mosquito as the probable carrier of the 
disease, entitled him to great credit, and he is to-day acclaimed 
throughout all Latin America as the real hero of the mosquito yellow- 
fever discovery. AVith this, however. North America and most of the 
rest of the world does not hold, since he did not prove his case, 

Reed, knowing Finley’s theory and filled with enthusiasm over 
the results of Ross's investigation and those of the Italians, went to 
Cuba with the determination to give the mosquito idea a thorough 
test. Lazear I knew from calls which he had made at my office with 
Thayer to find out what I knew about the malaria mosquitoes; and 
before they went to Cuba on this mission, Reed and Carroll spent 
some time in the Bureau of Entomology studying Culex fasciatus 
and learning to differentiate it from other mosquitoes that they were 
likely to meet with in Habana. 

The story of their work for the next two years is known to all the 
world. By a series of most carefully guarded experiments on voL 
unteering American soldiers — experiments which the physicians of 
Habana, experienced in every phase of yellow fever, were invited 
to view and to criticize — they succeeded in showing that the current 
idea that the fever is carried by infected clothing, bedding, and other 
articles was utterly wrong, and that it is carried solely by the bite 
of the common house mosquito of tropical America, Stegoinyia 
fa^ciataP- Announcements of their results were made in two papers 
at intervals of a year, and while the first was received with some 
doubt by the London Lancet, the second was so conclusive, although 
wonderfully modest and matter of fact, that the acceptance of the 
result was general and enthusiastic. Later work by others only 
confirmed the conclusions reached by Reed and his colleagues, and 

* Now known as Aedes calopus or Aedes argenteus or, strictly, Aedes aegypti. 
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to-day the world is in a fair way to be completely rid of yellow fever, 
one of the greatest scourges of mankind in warm countries. 

All through the progress of this work Doctor, Reed was in constant 
correspondence with Washington. He returned to the States in 
October, 1900, to read before the annual meeting of the American 
Public Health Association the first announcement of the results 
gained from his first series of experiments, and later returned to 
Cuba to carry out the second and conclusive series. He wrote me 
frequently and, of course, corresponded regularly with Surgeon Gen- 
eral Sternberg, and the Surgeon General and I used to meet after 
office at the Cosmos Club to compare notes and read to each other 
the letters we had received from Cuba. One of my most highly treas- 
ured possessions is a final letter from Reed, written January 13, 
1901, when he was confident that he had proved his case beyond cavil. 

He said ; Of course, you have already heard from General Stern- 
berg of our complete success in repeating our former observations. 
The mosquito theory for the propagation of yellow fever is no longer 
a theory but an established fact. Isn't it enough to make a fellow 
feel happy ? Anopheles and Culex are a gay old pair. What havoc 
they have wrought on our species during the last three centuries ! ” 
and finished by stating that with the aid of antimosquito measures, 
which he was good enough to say that I had developed, yellow fever 
would be wiped off the earth. 

The control of yellow fever by antimosquito work was soon dem- 
onstrated in a very big way. The army of occupation in Cuba took 
up at once the task of ridding Habana from the disease, and inci- 
dentally from malaria. How well this was done all the world knows, 
and the active director of the work, Doctor Gorgas, stepped into the 
light of fame. 

Only a few years later the United States staged a veiy conclusive 
demonstration. In the early summer of 1905 yellow fever broke out 
in a certain quarter of Xew Orleans. The number of cases rapidly 
increased and an epidemic apparently comparable with the disastrous 
one of 1878 had begun to spread. The United States Public Health 
Service took command of the situation early in June and, under the 
direction of Dr. J. H. White, carried on a perfectly thorough anti- 
mosquito campaign. The results were striking. The fever stopped 
spreading. Very few new cases developed and, comparing the fig- 
ures of deaths in that year with those of 1878 in New Orleans, there 
was a plainly convincing saving of 4,000 lives, due to the discovery of 
Reed and his colleagues. 

It will be unnecessay to carry the story of yellow fever demonstra- 
tions further. Rio de Janeiro was soon rid of the plague by the 
intelligent and energetic efforts of Oswaldo Cruz and his colleagues. 
Admirable work was done in Mexico under the direction of Eduardo 
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Liceaga and it was not long before all of this was overshadowed by 
the magnificent results gained by Gorgas in his administration of 
the sanitary affairs in the building of the Panama Canal. The re- 
sults of Gorgas’s work were to show that the Tropics may be inhab- 
ited by the white race, a fact of tremendously far reaching importance 
to the future of the world. 

Unlike Sir Patrick Manson and Sir Eonald Eoss, on whom honors 
have been showered and who are still living to enjoy the fame that 
has come to them, the three American members of the commission are 
dead. Lazear succumbed to the fever during the progress of the 
investigation, Eeed not long after, and Carroll a year or so later, 
both indirectly as the result of their Cuban work. 

Eeed died too early to receive the Nobel prize, which probably 
would have been awarded to him, and I happen to know, from a con- 
versation with Sir Eonald Eoss and Sir Eupert Boyce in Liverpool, 
in 1905, that Carroll’s name was under consideration for this prize 
just before his death. 

The actual causative organism of yellow fever was not found by 
tlie Eeed Commission, nor was its development in the mosquito ascer- 
tained. They found that the blood serum of a patient retained its 
toxicity after passing through a Birkfeld filter and concluded that 
the causative organism must be ultramicroscopic. Eecently, Nogu- 
chi, of the Eockefeller Institute, has isolated a spirochaete which he 
considers to be probably the true cause of the disease and this opinion 
is shared by Simon Flexner and other prominent pathologists, but 
the well-known authority on yellow fever, Juan Guiteras, of Habana, 
has just analyzed the results and shows that there is still some room 
for doubt. At any rate just what happens to the organism in the 
body of the mosquito remains to be determined. 

The next most important discovery in this direction related to 
dengue or breakbone fever, a disease common in semitropical and 
tropical countries, common in the West Indies, and in the southern 
United States, and found also in southern Asia, in the Philippines, 
and in the South Sea Islands, and in the countries about the eastern 
end of the Mediten^anean. In 1902 Doctor Graham, working in 
Beirut, Syria, showed that the disease was not contagious in the ab- 
sence of mosquitoes, but that isolated persons contracted the disease 
when bitten by mosquitoes which had bitten dengue patients. Later 
Ashburn and Craig, of the United States Army, working in the 
Philippines, showed with mosquitoes bred in the laboratories and fed 
upon dengue patients, that the insects will transmit the disease after 
a period of three days. The mosquitoes used by Graham in Syria 
were the cosmopolitan water barrel mosquitoes of the tropics Culex 
fatigans (now called C. qulnquefasciatus)^ while the yellow fever 
mosquito, Aedes cdloqyus (or better, aegypti) carries the disease in 
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the Australasian life zone. In Formosa, Koizumi has inculpated 
Desvoidea ohturhans in the same relation. 

The spirochaetes, protozoal organisms of wide distribution, have, 
however, been shown to be the cause of other diseases of man and 
animals and to be insect -borne, but in nearly all of these the arthro: 
pod carrier is a tick rather than a true insect, and it is interesting to 
note that with at least one of these the infected tick transmits the 
disease to its offspring just as Theobald Smith found to be the case 
many years earlier with the Texas fever of cattle. 

The series of discoveries of spirochaete-tick diseases begun shortly 
after the establishment of yellow fever mosquito relation, by the 
findings of Eoss and Milne in Uganda, and Dutton and Todd in the 
Congo, in 1904, of the spirochaete cause of the so-called “African 
relapsing fever ” and its tick vector — Ornitliodoros moubata. That 
this fever resulted from the bite of a special tick was long known 
to the natives of Africa, but just as in the case of the Nagana disease 
of cattle, which will be referred to shortly, the fever was supposed 
to be due to some special virulence of the tick. In this case the 
carrier occurs abundantly in native huts and feeds upon birds and 
mammals as well as upon man, resembling the bedbug in that it 
works by night. 

Another spirochaete disease is the “ European relapsing fever,’’ 
and as early as 1897 Tictin infected monkeys wdth this disease by 
inoculating them with bedbugs which had fed upon a patient 48 
hours earlier. Therefore bedbugs are supposed to be the carriers 
of this disease, although the evidence is not complete. 

In 1903, however, Marchoux and Salimbeni, working in Brazil 
under the auspices of the Pasteur Institute of France, secured con- 
clusive evidence of the transference of another spirochaete disease, 
known as the spirochaetosis of domestic fowls, by a tick known as 
Argas persicus. Still another proved relation of the kind is that of 
the spirochaetosis of cattle in the Transvaal, where the disease is 
carried by a tick known as MaTgaropus decoloratns. 

Even antedating the work of the yellow fever commission was the 
extremely important work of Col. David Bruce, of the British Army, 
with the so-called Xagana or tse-tse fly disease of cattle in Africa. 
In this case the causative organism was found to be another type of 
protozoan of the genus Trypanosoma, and it was this organism, 
transmitted by the bite of a tse-tse fly from sick cattle to healthy 
cattle which caused the disease which had previously, just us in the 
case of the “African relapsing fever," been attributed solely to the 
virulence of the bite, fly sickness ot* cattle ” having been known to 
all African explorers. Here, tlien, is another group of microorgan- 
isms w^hich cause disease in warm blooded animals and are trans- 
mitted by insect bites. In this case it was long a matter of doubt 
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as to whether the fly was simply a mechanical carrier of the patho- 
genic organism or whether it was a necessary secondary host. This 
point was partly cleared by Koch, who discovered what he consid- 
ered to be sexual forms of the trypanosome in the intestine of the 
fly, but Kleine in 1909 succeeded in finding the different stages oi 
the parasite in the intestine of the insect and proved that part of the 
life cycle of the insect must occur in this secondary host. 

Bruce’s discovery and the work of others who followed him in 
the study of the Xagana disease led directly to the discovery of the 
cause of the terrible sleeping sickness of man in Africa by Dutton 
in 1902, which was confirmed by Castellani a little later. When this 
discovery was announced the Frenchman, Brumpt, and Sambon in 
England advanced at once the theory that this disease is also trans- 
mitted by a tse-tse Qy, Their argument was based ujron Bruce’s dis- 
covery with the Xagana and also upon the geographic distribution 
and epidemiology" of the disease, and their theory was abundantly 
demonstrated not long after by practical experimentation. In this 
case Sambon was much more fortunate than he was some years later 
when he advanced the theory that Pellagra is carried by the black 
flies of the genus which was afterwards abundantly dis- 

proved. 

The serious and fatal disease called Sleeping sickness ” had 
been known among the natives of pai'ts of Africa for very many 
years. The earliest published account that has been found was by 
a naval surgeon, John Atkins, in a book entitled “ Physical Observa- 
tions on the Coast of Giiiney,” published in 1741. For a long time 
the disease seemed to be limited to West Africa, but with the opening 
up of the interior it found its way into Uganda with terrible re- 
sults. In 1901 it was reported by Dr. iVlbert Cook, of a missionary 
society, that 200 natives had died and thousands appeared to be in- 
fected on Buvuma Island. The disease spread with dreadful rapid- 
ity and the Government became intensely alarmed. A commission 
was sent out from England under the auspices of the Royal Society, 
and such men as Low, Christie, Castellani, and Sir David Bruce be- 
gan an immediate investigation, which has continued without inter- 
ruption (except for the period of the Great War) until the present 
time. An international sleeping sickness congress was held in Lon- 
don in 1907, which was attended by the most eminent pathologists and 
parasitologists of many nations, including especially those having 
African colonies. During all the early stages of the investigation 
and for a number of years after it was discovered that the disease 
was carried by the tse-tse flies, field investigations were carried on 
exclusively by medical men. E. E. Austen, of the British Museum, a 
well-known entomologist, especially skilled in the diptera (the order 
to which tse-tse flies belong) was consulted as to the taxonomy of the 



MEDICAL ENTOMOLOGY — HOWARD. 


577 


insects and as to their probable biology", and Professor Newstead, of 
the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, another competent en- 
tomologist, was also consulted. But a new element was added to 
the investigation when W. F. Fiske, a former expert of the United 
■States Bureau of Entomology, was employed by the Tropical Diseases 
Bureau, of London, in 1911, and proceeded with a competent expedi- 
tion to Uganda, where he studied the problem from the viewpoint 
of his broad experience in field entomologj^ until the outbreak of the 
Great War. In 1919 he returned to Africa, where he is at present. 
His preliminary reports have been published and are of great inter- 
est from a broad biological point of view as well as in their prac- 
tical suggestions. It will be impossible to dwell at further length 
upon Fiske 's work in view of the interesting and important investi- 
gations that have been carried on by an army of other observers, and it 
is especiall}^ mentioned here because he is the first American broadly 
trained in economic zoolog}^ to give his entire attention to this 
problem. 

The problem of the control of sleeping sickness by the control of 
the breeding places of the fly, or perhaps of its other hosts in the 
shape of wild animals, has not yet been settled, but it is hoped that 
the numbers of the flies ma}" be greatly reduced by the destruction, 
or the alteration in the character, of its present breeding places or by 
the preparation of attractive breeding places where it may be ex- 
terminated in the pupa condition. Fiske predicts that with the set- 
tlement and cultivation of the country the disease will eventually 
disappear. 

We must now return chronologically to another tick disease, 
namely, the Eocky Mountain spotted fever of man. For the past 48 
years a disease which has come to be known as Rocky Mountain 
spotted fever has been known in portions of Montana and Idaho, and 
cases have also been reported from a number of other Western 
States, including Washington, Wyoming, Utah, ISTevada, Colorado, 
California, and Oregon. It is characterized by chills and fever and 
a characteristic skin eruption. The mortality widely differs in dif- 
ferent localities, ranging from 4 per cent in Idaho to as high as 75 
per cent in the Bitter Root Valley of Montana. The credit for the 
full establishment of the relation between the disease and certain ticks 
is given to Dr. H. T. Ricketts, who conducted carefully guarded 
experiments in 1906 which indisputably proved the relationship. 
Ricketts himself, however, gives the credit for the first experimental 
evidence in support of the tick hypothesis to McCalla and Brereton. 
who conducted two positive experiments a year earlier. As early as 
1902 Wilson and Chowning had reported the causative organism of 
the fever to be related to that which causes the Texas fever of cattle, 
but Stiles after carefully working on the problem in 1905 failed to 
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confirm this conclusion. Much more recently Wolbach (1919) has 
found an organism Tvhich he has described as Dermacentroxenus He- 
kettsi^ ^hich he considers to be the cause of the disease. He finds 
that it is intracellular in mammals and in ticks and intranuclear in 
ticks. It is reasonably certain that some of the native small animals 
furnish the reservoir of the disease and the destruction of ground 
squirrels and the dipping of domestic animals to destroy ticks have 
been tried with good results in tlie Bitter Root Valley. The tick 
most closely associated with this disease is Derinacentor andersoni 
Stiles {D, veaustm Banks), but it has been experimentally shown by 
Maver that the disease may be transmitted experimentally by several 
species of ticks. 

The Rocky Mountain spotted fever investigation has been marked 
by the martyrdom of several of the investigators. Dr. T. B. Mc- 
Clintic, of the United States Public Health Service, died of the fever 
while engaged in its investigation, and Dr. A. H. McCray died in the 
same way later while working for the Montana State Board of 
Health. Doctor Ricketts himself, to whom the confirmation of the 
tick relation in this disease is due, while he passed successfully 
through his work with spotted fever, died later of typhus fever in 
Mexico while studying the relation of lice and typhus, which will be 
treated in a later paragraph. 

There has been no systematic arrangement of the accounts so far 
given of the discovery in the carriage of disease by insects, but I have 
considered them rather chronologically, following one account of 
a discovery by the story of the next one. But, arriving now at ap- 
proximately the middle of the first decade of the present century, 
the work in this direction all over the world has been so intense and 
discoveries have been so various, or have followed one another so 
rapidly, that any strict chronological sequence must be abandoned 
and, in fact, it will be possible to touch only briefly upon a few of 
the principal discoveries. 

Antedating the investigation described in the last few paragraphs, 
were the experiments in the transmission of bubonic plague by fleas 
carried out successfully by Simond in 1898. This terrible disease, 
which from time to time has ravaged the Old World in epidemic form, 
is supposed to have caused the death of 25.000,000 people on the 
Continent of Europe in the fourteenth century. And in modern times 
it has raged in oriental countries, causing, for example, for many 
years in India, an average of nearly 1,000,000 deaths annually. The 
causative organism of the plague is Bacillus festis^ described by 
Kitasato, the famous Japanese investigator. The establishment of 
the identity of the disease with the one which occurs in rats had been 
made by Yersin in 1894 and Simond’s transmission of the disease by 
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means of rat fleas was confirmed by Verjbitski in 1903 and by Liston 
in 1904. The British plague commission in India proved most con- 
clusively that the rat flea is the principal means of transmission of 
the bubonic form of the plague. No less than eight species of fleas 
have been shown by various workers to be carriers of the plague 
bacillus, but the rat flea, known as Xenopsylla cheopsis^ is the princi- 
pal carrier in great epidemics. The Indian plague commission, find- 
ing the bacilli only in the alimentary tract of the fleas, and not in the 
salivary glands, concluded that the bacilli are present in the excreta 
of the flea and are inoculated into the human host by scratching. 
Experiments by Bacot and Martin* however, indicate that the plague 
can be transmitted by the bite of fleas when a temporary obstruction 
of the proventriculus of the insect causes the blood laden with bacilli 
to be regurgitated into the bite puncture. 

This is the first of the diseases which we have mentioned in which 
the insect seems to be simply the mechanical carrier of the disease 
organism. In this case, as in many others, some of which we shall 
briefly mention, there is obviously no development of the disease 
germ in the body of the insect which is therefore not a necessaiy sec- 
ondary host, but simply a carrier which, through its presence in great 
numbei's, causes the inordinate spread of disease. There are a num- 
ber of insect -borne diseases in which the causative organism has not 
yet been discovered, in which this point has not clearly been ascer- 
tained. When Reed, Carroll, and Lazear failed to find the cause of 
yellow fever, and yet were able to produce the disease from the 
blood serum which had been filtered, they were, nevertheless, of the 
opinion that there must be a causative organism too small to be seen 
by the highest power of the microscope, and which undergoes a part 
of its development in the body of the yellow-fever mosquito, since a 
certain definite period must elapse between the infection of the mos- 
quito and the time when its bite gave the infection to a nonimmune. 
just as is the case with malaria where the organism and its full life 
history is so well known and so easily demonstrable. 

But we must return to Ricketts and his second great discovery. 
This excellent investigator was connected with the medical depart- 
ment of the University of Chicago. Upon the conclusion of his 
work in Montana, his attention was attracted to typhus fever. 

Typhus fever, a serious disease formerly prevalent under unsani- 
tary conditions in the most civilized countries when people were 
crowded together in camps, hospitals, or jails and which, in fact, a 
hundred years and more ago was known as ‘‘jail fever” in England — 
the disease which nearly killed the “Vicar of Wakefield” in his 
life of many tribulations — while practically nonexistent in the United 
States for many years, was still rife in the prisons of the principal 
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cities of Mexico. Therefore Ricketts and his colleague. Wilder, went 
to the City of Mexico and carried on their experiments which resulted 
in the establishment of the fact that typhus is communicated by the 
body louse, the results being published in 1910. The Frenchmen, 
Nicolle, Comte, and Conseil, working in Tunis, had reached similar 
results the year pre^dously, and the discovery was confirmed soon 
after by Anderson and Goldberger of the United States Public 
Health Service. 

The causative organism of typhus is still an undecided question. 
Several different microorganisms have been found both in typhus 
patients and in lice, but that anyone of them is the actual cause of 
the disease is still disputed. That the disease is transmitted by the 
bites of lice is now thoroughly accepted, but with the microorganism 
still in doubt the question of its partial development in the bodies of 
the lice is also still in doubt. Several workers have claimed that the 
disease is transmitted hereditarily by lice while this has been dis- 
puted by other equally competent authorities. That the absolute de- 
struction or prevention of lice will ward off typhus is beyond doubt. 

Xever in the history of the world have there been such opportuni- 
ties for the demonstration of the value of a prophylactic measure as 
the Great W ar afforded with this disease. The epidemic which began 
in Serbia in January, 1915, spread all over the country. The neces- 
sary sanitary measures with regard to cleanliness and louse destruction 
and prevention were unknown, apparently, in that country, and the 
majority of the native physicians were soon taken with the disease 
and died. The American Red Cross then stepped in. and American 
ph 3 "sicians were sent to Serbia, and although by April of 1915 people 
were dying at the rate of 9,000 a day, the epidemic was measurably 
controlled. After the Russian Armies mobilized, typhus appeared 
and the dread disease was more or less prevalent all along the eastern 
front. Russian prisoners in German detention camps spread the 
disease and its obvious proph^daxis was put into effect by German 
ph^’sicians, and the life history of the body louse was carefully 
studied bv' Haase, a competent entomologist. By strenuous efforts 
the disease was prevented from making inroads in the armies of 
the Allies, although it was impossible to keep the troops at the front 
free from lice; and that brings us, although chronologically out of 
order, to the subject of another louse-borne disease, namely, Trench 
Fever. 

In the early part of the war a young American physician, Dr. 
Plotz, had been studvdng a fever in New York City known as Brill’s 
Disease, and had supposedly- isolated the causative organism. Symp- 
tomatically this disease is closely related to typhus fever, resembling 
a mild form of that malady and is louse-bome. The fever which 
developed among the troops in the trenches resembled the disease 



MEDICAL ENTOMOLOGY — HOWARD. 


581 


studied by Plotz in New York, and American and English physi- 
cians soon decided that it also was louse-borne, and measures were 
at once instituted to control lice in camps and entrenchments. An 
enormous amount of experimentation was undertaken as to the best 
means of destroying lice, not only on the person but in temporarily 
discarded clothing — toward the close of the war with great success. 
Troops moving from country to country or returning from the front 
were fumigated and their clothing was steamed or fumigated, and 
all American troops returning from Europe were put through one 
process or the other. 

Without the slightest doubt in the world, there are many species 
of insects which act as carriers of disease in a purely mechanical way. 
There are many species which are attracted to exposed foods which 
are also attracted to excreta, to sputa, and to other substances carry- 
ing disease germs. This fact has, however, only recently become a 
matter of general information. The carriage of Asiatic cholera by 
flies was considered most probable by a number of earlier writers, 
but nothing seems to have been placed on record with regard to the 
very certain carriage of typhoid fever by the house fly until the late 
nineties. Kober in a report of the Health Department of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia on an investigation of a small epidemic of typhoid, 
suggested the contamination of milk by the house fly, which had pre- 
viously visited the excreta of typhoid patients. The subject was 
brought prominently before the public during the Spanish- American 
war. Although the Surgeon General of the Army, Doctor Sternberg, 
gave careful instructions regarding the disposal of the excreta in con- 
centration camps, his orders were not well carried out, and typhoid 
became epidemic at many points. A commission of Army surgeons, 
consisting of Doctors Reed, Shakespeare, and Vaughan was ap- 
pointed and their full report indicated that under concentration 
camp conditions the terrible spread of typhoid was due almost 
entirely to the common house fly. During that brief war 80 per cent 
of the total deaths were caused by typhoid. From that time on the 
control of the house fly became a very important subject, and many 
volumes and hundreds of pamphlets have been written giving the 
results of careful studies of the biology of the house fly in all its 
aspects and of methods of control. Later vaccination against 
typhoid was discovered and proved to be so effective that control of 
flies in camps became less important. The house fly is nevertheless 
a very dangerous species and is a very important factor in the spread 
of infantile diarrhcea in the summer months and in other ways is a 
constant menace to health. The necessity for laboratory proof of 
its carriage of typhoid and other diseases of the same general nature 
which has been insisted upon by Graham-Smith and other writers, 
101257—22 3-S 
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while scientifically sound, does not especially appeal to the writer 
from the practical point of view. The case is altogether too obvious. 

It is so obvious, in fact, as amply to justify the general crusade 
against the house fly that began in this country about 1908 or 1909. 
Boards of health, both State and local, women’s clubs, civic bodies, 
including the American Civic Association, and very many news- 
papers have pushed the campaign against the house fly with great 
vigor. The destruction of the house fly has been taught in the 
schools and prizes have been awarded to the child killing the greatest 
number of flies. It should be noted that a few members of the So- 
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals have objected to such 
teachings ; but then there are people who are opposed to vaccination 
against smallpox and still others who object to well-planned vivisec- 
tion. While this tremendous crusade is doing a great deal of good 
educationally, a lot of energy is being misdirected in a way. Crush- 
ing a few hundred or a few thousand or a few hundreds of thousands 
of flies with a paddle will do little good if their breeding places are 
left undisturbed. 

We have now described briefly many of the principal discoveries 
of the relation of certain insects to certain diseases. Very many 
more discoveries have been made and doubtless very many more are 
yet to be made, and many trained workers are investigating many 
sanitary problems with the idea of possible insect carriage constantly 
in mind. Some poor guesses have been made on insufficient grounds, 
which have been widely heralded before thorough laboratory investi- 
gation and transmission experiments, but all plausible guesses must 
be carefully considered, and the men trained in investigation work of 
this kind are rapidly increasing in number. Already Pierce has 
tabulated in his recent work on Sanitary Entomology more than 
two hundred diseases that have been shown to be carried by insects, 
and the bibliographical journals and reviews devoted to such subjects 
announce new discoveries almost every month. 

Most of the important discoveries have been made by pathologists, 
bacteriologists, and protozoologists, or by a class of workers calling 
themselves by the general term parasitologists.” But transmis- 
sion of a disease by an insect or a group of insects once established, 
the trained entomologist comes in, gives his knowledge of the insect 
vector, and investigates every phase of its biology and behavior. An 
admirable estimate of what medical entomology to-day means or 
^ould m^n is given by Colonel Alcock, Assistant Director of the 
Tropical Diseases Bureau, of London, himself an investigator of note, 
in the following words : 


Medical entomology, too, during the last decade has become more critical and 
more formal. We are not now suddenly afraid of an insect merely because it 
has been caught m the act of sucking blood; nor even when dealing with an 



MEDICAL ENTOMOLOGY — HOWAKD. 


583 


artiiropod of unquestioned pathogenic significance do w'e now think that we have 
done with it once for all by a command that its breeding places shall be blotted 
out, or its natural enemies be let loose upon it. The business of medical ento- 
mology, as now understood, is, in the case of any species convicted on patho- 
logical evidence of being a standing danger to the public health, to unriddle its 
biology in every detail, and to investigate all the varying circumstances that 
influence its acquisition and retention of pathogenic capacity. The biological 
inquest must comprehend every stage of tlie creature’s existence, from the egg 
to the engendering adult, and must include not only its affinities and its struc- 
ture, but also its bionomy and its relations to environment. Tlie bionomie in- 
quiry must embrace the geographical distribution and seasonal incidence; the 
habits and the hours of activity ; the powers and range of locomotion and the 
prox)ensity to spread ; the food preferences, the meteorological influences, and 
power of resisting vicissitudes of season and climate ; the sexual instincts and 
fecundity ; the mode of reproduction, breeding places and seasons, and the pro- 
vision for iarvse; and the duration of life in every stage of development. If 
it be not a specific parasite, the bionomie investigation must also include the 
relations of the species to its environment, organic and inorganic, such as the 
physiographical and hydrographical features of the habitat, natural shelters, 
help givers, parasites, enemies and rivals. An excellent example of the range 
of the inquiry is furnished by Swynner ton’s Examination of the Tse-tse 
Problem,” imblished in the Bulletin of Entomological Research for March, 
1921. (See p. 22.) With the accumulation of exact information on ail these 
points and the rational inferences drawn from it. medical entomology claims to 
be a science of practical application in preventive medicine — in short, a branch 
of Hygiene, and a branch which, although it finds its fullest and most constant 
application in those tropical countries where sanitary arrangements are still 
crude and imperfect, can not in the mutability of human affairs be neglected 
in any country. (Tropical Diseases Bulletin, vol. IS, No, 1, 1921, pp. 1-2.) 

In this article we have considered in a far too sunimaiw way a 
dozen of the great discoveries in medical entomology, practically all 
of them made within the space of 25 years. Even to list the others 
would fill far more space than can be given here. Scientific labora- 
tories were teeming with work of this kind down to the outbreak of 
the Great War in 1914. For the next four years many investigations 
were stopped. The men working in the sleeping-sickness problem in 
Africa, for example, had to abandon this work and join the military 
forces. Men from the laboratories in all the countries at war were 
sent to the front or to concentration camps to help in the care of the 
health of the troops. Many a promising investigator was killed. 
Printing facilities and postal facilities were so hampered that there 
was almost no news of the progress of investigations sent out from 
one country to another as in times of peace. Xone of the scientific 
men of the allied nations knew for several years what was being done 
the trained investigators of the central powers. Xevertheless, the 
war gave a tremendous impetus to the study of medical entomology. 
Typhus in the Balkans and in Poland and Kussia and in camps con- 
taining prisoners from those countries, the trench fever which soon 
developed alarmingly on the western front, and the spread of malaria 
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in nonmalarious regions of Germany, France, and even England, 
due to the infection of native anopheles by malaria-carrying soldiers 
returning from the fever-stricken fields of southeastern Europe, in- 
tensified the importance of the most careful and continued study of 
insect vectors of disease. 

During the past 20 years the scientific ^vorld has thrown itself with 
ever-increasing activity into the great field opened by the initial 
discoveries. The greater importance of insect-borne diseases in the 
Tropics was immediately recognized, and England's great colonial 
possessions justified, and, in fact, necessitated, the founding of the 
great Schools of Tropical Medicine at Liverpool and London. A 
similar school was founded later at Hamburg by the German Govern- 
ment, but the loss of her tropical possesions has minimized the 
later work at this institution. Too much praise can hardly be given 
to the wonderful work done by the Oswaldo Cruz Institute at Eio 
cle Janeiro. The corps of admirable investigators there has been 
increased from time to time and important discoveries have been 
made in the lines of medical entomology which the limited space 
allotted to this article prevents us from considering. 

Medical entomology, however, is only a branch of tropical medi- 
cine, but it is a branch which absolutely requires the help, not only 
in investigation but also in teaching, of entomologists. A medical 
man, a trained pathologist, can hardly, after devoting years of re- 
search to other lines, become a skilled entomologist, since the field 
of entomology is so vast that to become skilled in any one of its 
many aspects requires a lifetime of work. This is coming to be 
realized. Not only must the taxonomy of insects engaged in the car- 
riage of disease be critically studied, but their behavior under all 
possible conditions, their complete biology and ecology, their physi- 
ology, and many other things must be studied, and the man trained 
in so-called economic entomology is the one who must be called upon 
to suggest the best and most economical methods of suppressing these 
carriers. 

Thus, there have grown up in many of our colleges and universities 
departments of medical entomology conducted jointly by entomolo- 
gists and by medical men. At the Harvard Medical College a thor- 
oughly competent entomologist gives instructions in medical ento- 
mology. At Cornell University, where there exists one of the strong- 
est teaching corps of entomologists, especial instruction is given in 
this direction. The same may be said for the University of Cali- 
fornia, for the University of Wisconsin, and other institutions. 

And excellent and comprehensive books on the subject of medical 
entomology have already been published, aside from numerous special 
books, such as those of the present writer, on mosquitoes and on the 
house fly, and those of the late Gordon Hewitt and Graham-Smith on 
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the house fly and other flies, and the excellent volume by LePrince 
and Orenstein on Mosquito Control in Panama.” As early as 1910, 
Prof. E. W. Doane, of Leland Stanford University, published a book 
entitled '' Insects and Disease.” This was followed by the excellent 
volume entitled ^ Handbook of Medical Entomology,” published by 
Professors Kiley and Johannsen, of Cornell Universit}^, in 1915; and 
by the excellent compendium entitled Medical and Veterinary Ento- 
mology,” by Dr. W. B. Herms, of the University of California, in the 
same year. Later Dr. A. C. Chandler, of the Oregon Agricultural 
(''ollege, published his admirable volume, ""Animal Parasites and 
Human Disease,” in 1918 ; an excellent volume entitled “ Entomology 
for Medical Officers,” by Lieut. Col. A. Alcock, Liverpool, 1920, and 
in the present year has appeared the very up-to-date volume entitled 

Sanitary Entomology”, edited by Dr, W. D. Pierce, formerly of 
the Bureau of Entomology at Washington. All of these works con- 
tain full bibliographies, and it will perhaps not be necessary to add 
a bibliographical list to this sketch. 

A number of periodicals have also been started whicli are largely, 
and in some cases entirel} , devoted to medical entomology. 

The enoimous and promising field is rapidly being exploited, and 
the more it is being worked the more obvious it becomes that an 
enormous fight is on between the human species and the class of 
insects which nut only destroy his crops and damage most of his 
valued possessions but threaten his bodily health in a host of differ- 
ent ways. 

The effect of these discoveries on the public health is already very 
apparent. Thousands iq^on thousands of lives have already been 
saved as their result. The intensity of many great scourges has been 
relieved. One of them, yellow fever, has measurably become a thing 
of the past. Gorgas’s magnificent demonstration at Panama has 
shown that, so far as disease is concerned, the Tropics may be in- 
habited by the white race, and what that means for the future of the 
world no one can now estimate. All over the LTnited States even, a 
country which is fortunately for the most part situated in the health- 
iest of climates, life on the average is longer and happier because of 
the knowledge that has been gained regarding insect-borne diseases. 
The American Public Health Association has borne its important 
part as an exploiter of these discoveries, as a publicist, as an in- 
fluential apostle in the preaching of the new crusade. 

In glancing through the fifty or more volumes of the publications 
of this society one is very greatly impressed by their high character. 
The wdiole series serves as an accurate record of the advance of pre- 
ventive medicine in the United States, in Canada on the north, and in 
Mexico and the West Indies on the south. It is interesting to note, 
for example, the multitude of articles and reports on yellow fever 
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in the earlier volumes, these beginning with an admirable address 
in volume 1 by my old friend. Dr. J. M. Toner, now dead for many 
years. On reading this address I find many suggestive statements, 
suggestive in the light of later discoveries. But perhaps the most 
interesting article in the \ olumes, from the historical point of view, 
is the revolutionary paper read by Walter Eeed in October, 1900, 
modestly entitled “A Xote on the Etiology of Yellow Fever.” Lazear 
had just died (September 25), and Keed, when calling upon me in 
passing through Washington on his way to the meeting, told me that 
he was making his first announcement before this association on ac- 
count of its great activity in matters relative to the dread disease. 

The list of investigators who have died for the public good in the 
course of the investigations we have been considering is already 
large. I have mentioned Lazear, Eicketts, McClintock, and McCray, 
and have shown that the deaths of Eeed and Carroll occurred most 
prematurely shortly after their monumental discovery was an- 
nounced As a fairly complete list of these martyrs of science is 
given in another chapter of this volume'*', they need not be repeated 
here. 


* See footnote 1. 



LAID AND WOVE. 


By DAl^D HU!VTEK. 


[With 6 plates.] 

All paper was formed in single sheets by hand before the invention 
of the paper-making machine. For the purpose of making hand- 
made paper flat molds were used on which the pulp was deposited. 
This was accomplished either by pouring the liquid pulp upon the 
mold or by dipping the mold into a vat containing pulp. Through 
the centuries of paper making these molds have undergone many 
improvements and changes which have affected the character of the 
paper made on them to a marked degree. However, the molds used 
to-day for the forming of handmade sheets are based on the original 
principle of mold construction. To most paper makers and printers 
the two terms “ laid ” and “ wove ” mean little, aside from the fact 
that in the former the paper shows laid and chain lines when the 
sheet is held to the light, and in the latter the paper appears to have 
been woven, without much character or individuality. 

The earliest paper was formed by the Chinese some 2,000 years 
ago on a woven cloth stretched over a bamboo frame which consti- 
tuted the original paper-making mold. It is not known whether 
these first molds were dipped into the vat containing pulp or whether 
the fibrous liquid was poured upon them. As the wet sheet of pulp 
could not be taken from the cloth, the sheet was allowed to dry on 
the mold and was then removed. In this earliest form of paper 
making a great many molds were necessary if much paper was to be 
produced, for it would have required at least a day for each sheet to 
dry before it could be taken from the cloth covering of the mold. 

It was left for an ancient Persian of genius to conceive the idea 
of a mold from which the wet sheet could be taken while still moist. 
This was the first real step in the progress of paper making, as this 
enabled the paper maker to make sheets continually from the same 
mold. For this purpose the mold had to be made from some smooth 
and firm material from which the wet sheet would free itself. These 
molds were made by placing many pieces of split bamboo or other 

1 Reprinted by permission from The Printing Art, September, 1021. 



588 ANNUAL REPOKT SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 1921. 


vegetable filaments side by side and sewing at determined intervals 
with horsehair, silk, or flax. The bamboo strips, as well as the sew- 
ing, left impressions in every sheet of paper that was made on the 
mold. The marks that were left by the bamboo sticks were called 
"‘laid,” and those impressed by the sewing stitches which held the 
bamboo together were known as “ chain lines.” This manner of 
mold construction was the simplest and best method that could have 
been used in forming a firm surface that would retain the fibers and 
yet let the water drain away. In early paper making the lines im- 
liressed in the sheets did not appear because of their pleasing appear- 
ance, but because they embodied at the time the best all-round way 
of forming a paper-making mold. 

The wet pulp was taken from the bamboo molds, directly after 
forming, onto a piece of cloth stretched over a board. The first 
method of drying was to place the board, with the paper, in the sun, 
but later a pile of paper, each sheet interleaved with a cloth, was 
subjected to pressure. This was accomplished by the use of heavy 
stones — the stones taking the place of the screw press that was used 
for pressing the water from the paper in later centuries of early 
paper making. 

These bamboo molds of the laid pattern were employed by the 
Persians, and perhaps by the Chinese, a number of centuries before 
the introduction of paper making into Europe. 

It is interesting to note that a sheet of paper made on these bamboo 
molds has never been discovered that had a watermark in the form 
of an object or design. The ancients probably did not think of this 
means of marking their paper; or it may have occurred to them, 
but as the vegetable fiber was so unwilling to twist into forms, the 
idea was not carried to any termination. Of course, the laid and 
chain lines of the mold always formed a watermark in the paper 
unintentionally, but the ancients did not use an}' emblem or symbol 
on the bamboo covering. 

Many persons imagine that the introduction of watermarking 
dates from the commencement of paper making, but this is obviously 
a mistake. 

The bamboo mold shown as an illustration in this article meas- 
ures 12 by 17 inches, and the writer has made fairly good sheets 
of paper on it. The frame of this mold is held rigid by leather 
thongs at each corner. The covering, or laid lines, is composed of 
split bamboo filaments bound to the ribs, or supports, of the mold 
by flaxen threads. In plate 2, a, is shown a portion of a bamboo 
mold, also the cross section of the mold covering, and a specimen of 
the paper made on this type of mold. 

It is not possible to determine how early these bamboo molds were 
used, and it is not known when wire was first introduced as a cover- 
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A Reproduction of the Original "Wove" Mold Used by the Chinese About Two Thousand Years ago. 
The Mold at the Right is of the "Laid" Type and Was the First Transfer Mold, Being Constructed 
of Split Bamboo Laced with Flax. This Mold was Originated by the Persians. 
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Plate 3. 



Illustration from a French Textbook on Paper Making from 1698, 
Showing the Construction of an “Antique Laid” Mold and Deckle. 
588 - 
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Plate 4. 



^ Deckle in Place, is of Modern Make but Patterned 

SMALi ^o. n Century, and Is “Antique Laid.” The 

Paper ithout Deckle, is a "Modern Laid" Mold for Forming Note 
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ing for paper molds. The Moors established paper making in Eu- 
rope in the tenth or eleventh century, and it is thought that metal 
wire replaced the natural-fiber molds in Europe a century or so later. 
As early as 1351 it is recorded that there were wiresmiths and wire- 
drawers ” in Europe. The wiresmiths would pound out the strips 
of metal into lengths, and the wiredrawers would draw these strips 
through small polished holes in hard-nietal plates, repeating the 
process until the desired size was reached. In France a company of 
wiredrawers existed previous to 1583, and in London in the year 1G23 
there was an incorporated company of AviredraAvers under the title 
of The Art and Mystery of Drawing and Flattening of Wire, etc.’' 
Its motto Avas Amicitiam trahit amor : “ Love draws friendship.” 
The workers at this trade had their shops in Crooked Lane before 
the alterations in London Bridge. 

The earliest watermark that has been discovered dates from about 
1270 and was formed of Avire, so we are led to believe that metal wire 
as a mold coA^ering was used for some time previous to this date. 

At whateA^er time the wire took the place of bamboo, the metal was 
used in precisely the same way as the vegetable hlaments had been 
used, and the metal wire continued to make impressions of the laid 
and chain lines in the paper, reproducing almost in counterpart the 
lines left by the bamboo molds which had preceded the wire-covered 
molds for many centuries. 

There is a great A^ariation in the distance between the chain lines 
and also in the number of laid lines to the inch in papers made on 
either the ancient vegetable stalk molds or the metal wire molds. The 
paper made on the bamboo surface had coarse laid lines and the chain 
lines Avere usually widely spaced. When metal was first introduced 
the chain lines became somewhat closer, and the paper was more uni- 
form in thickness, due to the wires lying more evenly upon the ribs 
of the molds than was possible with the uneven bamboo. In plate 
2, h and will be seen two forms of early chain lines and the 
impressions they left in the paper. This type of lacing was used 
by early wire-mold makers, but the style shoAvn in plate 2, d. was 
adopted almost universally later, when lighter Avires came into use. 

Until the middle of the eighteenth century the chain lines had been 
laced or wired directly to the Avooden ribs of the mold, Avhich caused 
the pulp to lie heavier along each side of every chain line in the sheet 
of paper made thereon. (These ribs and the wire in process of con- 
struction may be seen in pi. 3.) This heaviness is noticeable when 
the paper is held to the light. From this slight mark of distinction 
we are enabled to tell if a sheet of paper was made before the middle 
of the eighteenth century, but, of course, molds are made at the pres- 
ent time to imitate this characteristic. A sheet with this stamp of 
distinction in handmade paper is termed antique laid,” but the 
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machine-made paper makers give this title to quite a different sort of 
paper. In plate 2, rU a portion of a sheet of genuine antique laid 
is shown, also a section of a mold on which this kind of paper is 
made. The absence of backing wires will be noticed in the drawing, 
showing a portion of a rib of this mold. 

It is thought John Baskerville invented the means of eliminating 
these dark streaks in the paper by holding the laid covering away 
from the ribs of the mold by the use of wires running parallel with, 
and under, the laid wires. This prevented the pulp from settling at 
either side of the chain lines, because of the peculiar suction of the 
wedged-shaped ribs as the mold was drawn from the vat which con- 
tained the pulp from which the sheets of paper were made. The 
effect on the paper of these under wires is shown in plate 2, and 
also a section of a mold on which this paper is formed. In plate 4 
the large mold is for making antique laid paper, while the small one 
is for making modern laid. The backing wires are quite apparent in 
the small mold, running about 7 to the inch, while the top, or laid, 
covering will average about 22 wires to the inch. Of course, only 
the top covering is visible in the finished sheet of paper. It will also 
be noticed that in the antique laid mold the wires are uneven to some 
extent, while in the modern laid the lines are in perfect unison. In 
plate 5 is shown a section of an antique laid mold dating from 
about 1760. 

The wove mold covering was also originated by John Baskerville, 
and the date given for this invention is 1750. Baskerville was a 
printer of Birmingham, England, and he wished a smooth paper on 
which to print his books. The wove, or vellum, mold covering was 
made of fine screening, and received its name because it was woven 
like cloth. John Baskerville had been in the japanning and metal- 
working trade before becoming a printer, and he naturally was 
familiar with this material, as screening had been used in England 
for other purposes a number of years before it was put to use as a 
mold covering. A section of a wove mold and the impression it 
leaves in the sheet of paper is shown in plate 2, /, and in plate 6 
a modem triple-wove mold for producing a light-and-shade water- 
mark. 

The first book printed on wove paper was BaskerviUe’s edition of 
“Publii Virgilii Maronis Bucolica, Georgica, et ^neis,” which was 
published in Birmingham in 1757. He printed another edition of 
Virgil in 1771 under the earlier date of 1757.^ It is the first print- 
ing of the 1757 edition that is of interest on account of the paper. 


* In the other peculiarities, the tenth and eleventh Books of the 

jEneid are headed, ‘ I.lher Decimus .Eneidoa and Liber Undeclmus ^neldos’^ while 
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However, not all of this edition was printed on the newly invented 
wove paper, as Keed ^ says, “ * * * of the two copies in the pos- 

session of Mr. S. Timmins, one is printed on very fine banknote 
(wove) paper and the other, more heavily, on coarse brown paper.” 
Shenstone^ says of this Virgil, “My neighbor, Baskerville, at the 
close of this month (March, 1757) publishes his fine edition of 
Virgil; it will for type and fayer be a perfect curiosity.” 

It was wove paper that Benjamin Franklin exhibited in Paris 
in 1777 or 1778. This novel paper created such a favorable impres- 
sion with the paper makers and printers of France that molds were 
procured from England, by way of Holland, for producing the 
same kind of paper that the English were making. Franklin wrote ® 
a short article, which was published in 1793, on this newly discovered 
mold covering that was creating such a sensation. 

As John Baskerville figured so prominently in the evolution of 
paper making, a short sketch of his life will not be out of the way. 
He was born in Wolverley, in Worcestershire, England, in 1706. In 
the year 1725 he kept a writing school at Birmingham, and in 1745 
entered the japanning business; there he developed a liking for 
things of a mechanical nature. Baskerville later started in the 
printing trade while still occupied with japanning. For his types 
he cut his own punches and did much to elevate type design 
in England. The books that he printed are known for their neat- 
ness, brilliance of ink, and the smoothness of the wove paper. This 
he accomplished by placing each sheet as it came from the press, 
while the paper was still damp and the ink undried, between hot 
polished plates of copper and giving them a pressing. The first 
paper he used came from Holland, but it is stated that later he 
established his own paper mill. After the death of Baskerville, on 
January 8, 1775, his widow continued the printing business, but she 
issued but two books. However, she continued the type foundry 
until 1777. Many efforts were then made to sell the punches, 
matrices, and types in England, but to no avail. The complete outfit 
was finally purchased in 1779 by the celebrated M. de Beaumarchais, 
of France, for the sum of £3,700. This gentleman was a scholar of 
note, and he set up one of the finest printing establishments on the 
Continent. He reestablished three paper mills in the Vosges about 
15 miles from Kehl, where his printing enterprise was located. The 
best paper makers that could be obtained from Holland were em- 
ployed, and his paper was unequaled at the time. 


* Talbot Baines Reed, “ A History of Old English Letter Foundries,” etc., p. 271, 4to, 
London,. 1887. 

* Shenstone’s “ Letters and Works,” Letter 88, 1791. 

* Benjamin Franklin, “ Description of the process to be observed in making large 
shpets of paper with a smooth surface,” (In American Philosophical Transactions, Phila- 
delphia, 1793, vol. 3, pp. 8-10). 
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While there is no set rule for distinguishing the paper of one cen- 
tury or country from another, it is possible, by making a study of 
laid and chain lines and the character of the ^vire impressions and 
texture of the paper, to arrive at the approximate date. With wove 
paper, however, it is not easy to attach any date to the sheet, but 
paper of this kind was usually watermarked with a date, and as 
wove paper has been made only since 1750 it is too recent to excite 
much curiosity from a historical viewpoint. 

About 1820 there was a machine invented in England, but not 
patented, which by means of fluted rolls imparted a ribbed appear- 
ance to wove paper. This made the paper resemble laid paper some- 
what, but the imitation may be seen when the sheet is held to the 
light. This fluting was thought to give a pleasing appearance to 
typography, and a great many books were printed on it during the 
early nineteenth century. The vogue for this fluted paper was of 
short duration, however, and genuine laid paper was rarely seen in 
book printing until 50 years after wove paper had been introduced. 
William Morris selected antique laid paper for use at the Kelmscott 
Press, and this type of paper then came into favor with many of 
the private press printers. At present, for fine book printing, either 
antique laid or modern laid handmade paper is used, for it is con- 
sidered to be more artistic than paper made on a wove mold. 

The laid and chain lines in paper form a means of determining 
the sizes of antique books, which in many cases are wrongly cata- 
logued as to their original dimensions. In the binding of books 
they were often trimmed down so that a folio became a quarto in 
size. Blades ® says, The weapon with which the binder deals the 
most deadly blows to books is the ‘ plow,’ the effect of which is to cut 
away the margins, placing the print in a false position relatively to 
the back and head, and often denuding the work of a portion of the 
very text.” 

Books are often catalogued by bibliographers by measurement 
instead of by the paper. If a book is printed on a once-folded sheet, 
it will always be a folio, no matter how much a ruthless or ignorant 
binder may cut it down. This is true of all the different sizes of 
books. The trimming Avas possible in old volumes, as the margins 
were left wide for the notes of the readers, so that a folio could be 
cut down several inches without interfering with the printed text. 
The only way to arrive at the correct size of an old book is to examine 
the paper on which it Avas printed. In the paper molds the chain 
lines ran the sliort Avay of the sheet and tlie laid lines the long Avay, 
the watermark appearing in the center of the sheet (see fig. 1). In 
a folio the sheet was folded in the center, through the watermark. 

® WllUam “ Lpk Lhn s et I>>urs Knnomis,’* 09, 8vo, Paris, 1883. 
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and the chain lines still ran up and down. Xo matter how the book 
has been trimmed, it is always possible by this means to see that it 
was originally a folio. In a quarto the paper is again folded, so the 
chain lines run across the sheet, and a section of the watermark ap- 
pears in the upper left corner of the sheet. With an octavo the 
chain lines run up and down, as in a folio. 

As the earliest paper was made on crudel}" formed molds covered 
with a loosely woven cloth, we must accept the wove sheet as the 
original type of paper. The laid mold came into use a few centuries 
later, and as it was the first kind of mold from which a sheet of paper 
could be taken while wet, this invention must be considered the first 
real step in paper making, and it was from this original Persian laid 
mold that the art of paper making has developed. After the laid 
bamboo mold came the laid wire mold — first fabricated with iron 
wire and in later years with brass, the material used at present for 



Fig. 1. — By examining the iaid and chain lines in old books it is possible to detect 
whether a volume has been reduced in size by trimming the margins. 


both laid and wove molds. Then in the eighteenth century the woven 
type of mold was reinvented, but instead of using the woven cloth 
of the Chinese, from which a sheet could not be taken while wet, 
woven wire was used, which furnished a firm and rigid surface. At 
the close of the eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth cen- 
turies came inventions foi‘ making paper by machine. These in- 
ventors used the original idea of the transfer, or Persian bamboo 
mold, only in the case of the machine the mold was continuous and 
formed the paper not in single slieets, as the hand mold, but in any 
desired length. 

In modern machine-made paper the laid and chain lines are pro- 
duced by means of a roller (dandy roll), which impresses these lines 
in the paper after the wet sheet has been formed. Therefore, ma- 
chine-made paper of the laid type is nothing more than an imita- 
tion, for the laid wires are not necessary in the forming of the paper, 
as they are with a handmade sheet. 







Sniithscoian Report. 1921.— Mitman. 



The Manufacture of White Lead by the Old Dutch Process (Grinding the Corroded Lead and Mixing it with 
Linseed Oil). Photograph of a Model in the division of Mineral Technology, United States national Museum. 
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Curator^ Divisions of Mineral and Mechanical Technology, United States 

'National Museum, 
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FOREWORD. 

The Division of Mineral Technology, a part of the Department of 
Arts and Industries of the United States National Museum, is en- 
gaged in preparing exhibits designed to enhance the popular con- 
ception of the many mineral resource industries, their technology, 
economics and general social bearing. With the cooperation of active 
producers there have been obtained series of models, photographs, 
drawings, and raw and finished products which by their arrangement, 
set forth for many of the important minerals, the condition of their 
occurrence ; the operations followed for their extraction ; the processes 
of manufacture; the nature of the products and their adaptability 
to use. 

Unfortunately, the opportunity of visiting the National Museum is 
not had by everyone and the present article is prepared, therefore, 
to disseminate in story form the salient features observed in the ex- 
hibit devoted to the lead industry. 

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS. 

The uses of lead in the things of everyday life are almost with- 
out end. It is present in the home, in paint, in glassware, china, 
and pottery, and in the piano ; in the church, in the pipe organ, and 
stained-glass windows ; in the office, in the typewriter, in the window- 
panes, and window-sash weights ; in the factory, in the bearings of all 
revolving machinery ; in the automobile, in its engine bearings, tires, 
and even its license tag ; in ships, airplanes, and locomotives. With- 
out it the printing of newspapers, books, and magazines would be 
seriously hindered; madame would have difficulty in obtaining the 
right hang ” to her costume and duck hunting would be out of the 
question altogether. 

Considering these random uses, together with the fact that there 
is an automobile available for every 10 inhabitants in the United 

595 
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States; that every progressive comnumity in the country has its 
annual “Clean-Up — Paint-Up Week”; and that even the village 
church has its pipe organ ; the thought immediately occurs that surely 
there is no other metal as useful as lead. As a matter of fact, how- 
ever, if the quantities annually consumed are taken as an indication, 
lead is outranked in usefulness by iron and steel and copper, but in 
diversity of utility only by iron and steel. 

The benefits enjoyed by the millions of people in this country 
through the use of lead and its compounds are made possible through 
the efforts of some 60,000 individuals engaged in the lead industry, 
and an endeavor is made in the pages following to tell briefly of 
their work. 

There is a leaden figure in the British Museum which was taken 
from the Temple of Osiris, at Abydos, one of the most ancient cities 
of Upper Egypt. The temple is believed to have been built prior 
to 3800 B. C., so that the leaden figure is approximately 5,700 years 
old. This is the only evidence of the early use of lead until several 
thousand years later, but inasmuch as lead is so closely allied in 
nature with silver and is a necessary factor in the production of 
silver, the inference may be drawn that lead was known prior to any 
direct evidence of the metal. Thus, the earliest known Egyptian 
silver is believed to be a string of beads of the period of the twelfth 
dynasty, 2400 B. C. There are records to show that lead was reduced 
from its ores by smelting prior to 2000 B. C.; lead was amongst 
the spoils captured by Thothmes III in 1500 B. C. ; and white lead 
was made by corroding metallic lead with vinegar about 300 B. C. 
Strabo, about the beginning of the Christian era, mentions the use 
of high stacks to carry off lead fumes, which statement would im- 
ply that progress had been made in the metallurgy of lead and that 
furnaces equipped with bellows had replaced the crude hearth. 

Again, there are a number of old Roman lead weights for balance 
scales in the Xational Museum at Washington dating from early in 
the Christian era, and the instances of the unearthing of ancient 
lead water pipes in various parts of Europe are numerous. 

While facts to visualize still further the history of lead since the 
Christian era might be presented, the evidence already given indi- 
cates the gradual increase in importance of lead and therefore the 
gradual development of a lead industry. 

At the beginning of the nineteenth century the bulk of the world’s 
lead came from England and Spain, the industry in each of these 
countries having been started by the Romans ; England supplied 
two-thirds annually and Spain one-third. Germany, Austria, Hun- 
gary, France, Russia, and the United States began to rank as pro- 
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ducers about 1820; Belgium entered the field in 1840; Italy in 1860; 
Mexico, Canada, Japan, and Greece in 1880; and Australia joined 
in 1888. This order in the ranks of the world’s producers remained 
practically unchanged until 1870, when the United States displaced 
England for first honors, and has maintained this position ever 
since, producing at present over one-third of the world’s supply. 

For a true picture of the development of the lead industry in the 
United States, it is only necessary to consider the development of 
the country. The first settlements were made in the East, and there 
a lead industry was started even before that of any other metal, for 
protection was a necessity and lead shot was a decisive means to 
this end. As a result, lead ores were sought, mined, and smelted in 
many of the original 13 Colonies. Coincident with westward migra- 



Fig. 1. — Production of lead in the United States and the rest of the world since 1860. 
Data from United States Geolo^cal Survey and Mineral Industry. 


West and in such vast quantities that when once transportation facili- 
ties became available (about 1870) the deposits of the East, except 
those *of Virginia, were abandoned. The story is visualized graph- 
ically in figure 2. 

The outstanding feature of this growth is that it is essentially the 
result of domestic cultivation. There was a time between 1840 and 
1850 when the demand for lead was less than the production and 
the excess of lead was exported; again during the restless times 
preceding and following the Civil War the demand exceeded the 
production so that lead had to be imported; and finally, to meet the 
demands of the Allies during the World War, the production of lead 
increased, even above the abnormal domestic demand, and this ex- 
cess was exported. But, other than this, the lead output of the 
United States is used at home. As a matter of fact, the periods of 
home consumption and exporting of lead, as shown in figure 3, rep- 
101257—22 39 
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resent very closely the general growth of most of the metal industries 
in this country, date for date, and period for period. 

LEAD ORES : TYPES AND DISTRIBUTION. 

The mineral galena, a compound of lead and sulphur, is the im- 
portant constituent of the majority of lead ores. It occurs in groups 
of cubical crystals which are “ as heavy as lead ” and whose faces 
have the appearance both in color and luster of highly polished 
steel. Some lead is derived from ores containing the minerals cerus- 
ite and anglesite, formed by the oxidation of galena. They, too, 
are ‘‘ as heavy as lead ” but are not metallic in appearance. 

When these minerals occur concentrated in rock in quantities suf- 
ficient to make the extraction of their lead content profitable, they 



Fig. 2. — Development of the lead Industry in the United States. Data from United States 

Geological Survey. 


constitute true lead ores. In the whole of the United States there 
is only one section where such ores are found and mined, namely, 
southeastern Missouri, mainly within St. Francis, Washington, and 
Madison Counties. A more widespread mode of occurrence of the 
lead minerals is that in which they are mechanically combined with 
the minerals of other metals, and while the extraction of the lead 
alone in such ores would not be profitable, the extraction of all the 
metals in the combination is profitable, one metal aiding another. 

Quite a number of such mineral associations of lead and other 
metals exist, but four only may be said to constitute the major sources 
from which the country’s lead supply is derived. They are found 
and exploited in many of the Rocky Mountain States and yield ap- 
proximately two-thirds of the lead used annually, while the true 
lead ores of southeastern Missouri yield one-third. In summary. 
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therefore, the country’s lead supply may be considered as being 
obtained from five kinds of ores, as listed in the accompanying table, 
while the mining districts exploiting them are scattered in many of 
the States west of the Mississippi Eiver, as noted in the map (fig. 4). 

Sources of lead. 


" 

Typ6 of ore. 

' ’ ’ 1 

Lead minerals. 

other metals Included. 

Chief mining district. 

j Percent 
of total 
produc- 
tion. 

‘ ‘True lead 

Galena 

Silver (trace) 

Southeastern Missouri 

i 32 

Silver-lead . 

do 

Silver 

! Idaho 

45 

Do 

Galena, cerusite 

Zinc, silver 

1 

Colorado and Utah... . 

11 

Zinc. 

do 

Zinc, silver (trace) 

Southwestern Missouri 

7 

Mixed metals 

Galena 

Gold, silver, copper, : 

Scattered in Arizona, 

5 



zinc 

Nevada,Montana,etc. 

1 




Fig, 3. — Growth of the lead industry in the United States. Data from Mineral Industry 
and United States Geologicla Survey. 


The presence of silver in every type of ore is due to the fact that 
practically all galena contains silver in chemical combination with 
the lead. Zinc, copper, and gold, on the other hand, are derived 
from minerals physically combined with galena. In addition to 
the lead obtained direct from ores, a considerable amount is recovered 
annually from secondary sources, such as scrap pipe, cable cover- 
ings, storage-battery lead, and sheet lead. Eemelted scrap often 
contains impurities, such as antimony and tin, and is not ordinarily 
substituted for lead direct from ores unless its origin and uniformity 
is proven. 

A striking illustration of certain stages of development experi- 
enced by the lead industry which are constantly recurring, is con- 
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tained in the above table but probably even more clearly portrayed 
in the gi’aph (fig. 5). They are the transitions brought about by 
the changing character of the ores. Prior to 1870 lead was derived 
from simple ores by a comparatively simple procedure, but after 
that date, which marks the connecting of the East and West by rail, 
the field of industrial opportunity was greatly enlarged, bringing 
about increased demands, and subsequently the realization of the 
limits of the ores then being used to meet the reqiiii'ements. The 
result was that ores wholly different in character had to be used, and 
the industry, therefore, was compelled to progress from simple direct 
methods to complex ones, requiring, more and more, the highest order 
of industrial coordination. As a matter of fact, few industries in the 
United States have escaped this transition, for it is a characteristic 
of industrial progress and runs parallel Avith an advancing civiliza- 
tion. 



Fig. 5. — Changing composition o£ the lead resources. Data from United States Geological 

Survey. 


LEAD ORES : OCCURRENCE, MINING. AND TREATMENT. 

Although no two dei)Osits of the same type of lead ores occur 
exactly alike, there is a similarity among types found in the same 
general sections of country. Thus, in the Mississippi Valley where 
the land is generally flat, the ore bodies occur in horizontal or gently 
rolling rock strata, but in the Eocky Mountains they may occur in 
all sorts of positions of rock strata from horizontal to vertical. In 
the southeastern Missouri district the ore bodies lie in pitching 
troughs and in a number of different ways: (1) Disseminations in 
limestone and shale, (2) horizontal sheets along bedding planes, (3) 
filling the walls of joints, and (4) in cavities in the country rock. 
The first is of the greatest importance commernally. Th^ are found 
from 150 to 800 feet beneath the surface and vary in size from 5 to 
100 feet in thickness; 25 to 500 feet in width, and have been traced 
for upwards of 2 miles. Being of such enormous extent and con- 
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tained in strong rock strata, the ores can be and are mined in great 
rooms or “ stopes ” where, by the aid of mechanical devices both in 
breaking dowm the ore and in handling it, large tonnages are ob- 
tained. These large scale mining operations are an economic neces- 
sity, for the reason that hardly more than 70 pounds of lead are 
obtained from each 2,000 pounds of ore brought to the surface, so 
that only by extensive and efficient mining operations can the low 
price of lead be maintained. 

The formation of these vast ore bodies required millions of years 
for the accomplishment. They had their beginning at a time when 
the greater portion of the middle section of the United States Avas 
an inland sea banked by land composed of rock formations of pin- 
tonic origin and containing galena as well as other minerals. During 
successive periods of erosion of these land areas by surface and under- 
ground waters in circulation, the metallic compounds resulting were 
carried by these waters into the sea, where they became incorporated 
in the sediments then forming. At a subsequent geologic period the 
inland sea receded southward, leaving these sediments, Avhich were 
gradually consolidated into the rock masses of limestone and shales 
that to-day form the land areas of the central portion of the United 
States. The galena in these rocks was at first widely dispersed in sev- 
eral successive beds, but, due to the activities, in part of waters de- 
scending, and in part ascending through them, the galena was again 
taken into solution and was moved about in the fractures in the rock 
beds through which these waters traveled. Finally, however, on 
coming in contact with reducing agents, such as organic matter in 
the limestone or shale, the galena was precipitated from the solutions 
resulting in the accumulation of the masses of ore as they are found 
to-day. 

The lead deposits of the Kocky Mountain States occur in limestones, 
sandstones, shales, and also in rock formations of volcanic origin, 
all of Avhich, due to orogenic activity, have been twisted, folded, 
cracked, and faulted. The ore bodies are irregular in dimensions and 
extent and, literally speaking, one day will find the miners picking in 
ore and the next day in barren rock. The combination of these condi- 
tions requires, first, extensi^^e timbering of the mine to prevent the 
falling and sliding of rock both when in the ore and when in barren 
rock, and, second, conducting mining operations on a small scale with 
a preponderance of hand labor. The cost of this method of mining 
is considerably higher than that in the Mississippi Valley and Avould 
be reflected in the price of lead except for the fact that the presence of 
siUer, copper, or zinc in these ores enhances their value to such an 
extent that the lead can be marketed in competition with that from 
other sources. 
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As to the origin of these various deposits, they are all associated 
directly with plutonic activity, hot waters originating deep down in 
the earth and holding lead, silver, copper, gold, and zinc in solu- 
tion, ascending and depositing their metallic burden as they en- 
countered the right conditions of temperature, pressure, and reduc- 
ing agencies. The Coeur d’Alene district of Idaho, for instance, is 
an area composed originally of metamorphosed sandstones and shales 
of one of the oldest geologic periods, which have been intruded by 
masses of molten rock of varying compositions and then solidified. 
Accompanying these intrusions were water solutions of subterranean 
origin carrying metallic compounds from which the metals were 
later precipitated, forming fillings in open spaces but largely replac- 
ing the surrounding rocks along zones of fissuring or shearing. The 
deposits, which have a vertical range of 4,000 feet, were probably 
formed beneath several thousand feet of overburden, which has 
since been removed by erosion, bringing the ore bodies to light. 

ORE DRESSTKG OR CONCENTRATION. 

The mined ore, no matter what its origin, on being brought to the 
surface, is treated to separate the dirt from the valuable minerals 
and further to separate the several minerals from each other. This 
treatment is called ore dressing; the structure in which it is con- 
ducted being called the mill. The treatment is almost Avholly me- 
chanical and involves “ crushing ” to unlock the waste and valuable 
portions of the ore ; “ screening ” to grade the broken ore ; and “ con- 
centrating ” to separate the valuable from the waste portions of 
ore. Mills constitute the surface improvement of a mine, located 
there for the reason that the lead content in a ton of ore is very small 
and very heavy, and to transport such heavy ores just as they are 
taken from the mines, directly to the smelters, would involve an ex- 
pense greater than the value of the ore would warrant. By first 
eliminating the waste portions, however, and concentrating the valu- 
able minerals to such a degree that at least one-half the weight repre- 
sents recoverable lead, shipping to the smelters becomes feasible. 

S3IELTING AND REFINING. 

Smelting is the name applied to the practice of extracting a metal 
from its ore by the aid of a flux and heat. Were the ores of lead 
absolutely pure, smelting would be a simple operation, but the pres- 
ence of impurities makes it an intricate and highly specialized art. 
From the smelters’ point of view there are two classes of lead ores 
in the United States — high-grade nonsilver ores, such as those of 
southeastern Missouri, and low-grade ores carrying silver, zinc, gold, 
and copper in addition to lead, such as are found elsewhere. The 
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former are the nearest approach to pure ores and the smelting of 
them involves roasting, that is, heating at a high temperature in the 
presence of air, sufficient to oxidize and drive off the sulphur from 
the galena and free a great proportion of the lead. The furnace 
used for smelting this class of ores is known as the Scotch hearth 
and while in the early days, when the lead industry centered entirely 
in Missouri, it was the chief form of smelting furnace, its use to-day 
is greatly restricted, due to the increasing complexity of the ores and 
their decreasing purity. 

The ores of the second class, comx:)rising almost two-thirds of the 
lead ores mined, have other valuable minerals intimately associated 
with them as well as nonmetallic compounds which are even more 
refractory, so that heating to a very high temperature and in the 
presence of a flux is required to separate the lead from the associated 
substances. Blast furnaces are used for smelting this class of ores 
and the flux generally used is a mixture of sand, iron ore, and lime- 
stone. The nonmetallic substances in the ore have a greater affinity 
for the silica in the sand than they have for the lead so that in the 
course of smelting new relationships are formed, the lead is freed 
and flows out of the furnace pure, except for the other metals con- 
tained. These are eliminated by refining. Smelting is a delicate 
operation requiring an intricate manipulation of the mixture of 
fluxes and ores composing the furnace “ charge,” so that after the 
mixture has passed from top to bottom of the furnace all of the im- 
purities have parted company with the valuable metals and gathered 
together as a “slag” while the lead and other metals have joined 
together as a separate body. The “ slag ” being lighter floats on the 
molten metals with the result that when the furnace is “tapped” 
the “ slag ” flows off first in one direction and the molten metals fol- 
low in another. 

Silver, copper, antimony, arsenic, and bismuth are often present 
in lead in small yet sufficient quantities to be objectionable, and re- 
fining comprises the removal of these metals, so far as practicable. 
Silver and copper are eliminated by the use of zinc, the zinc being 
melted into the lead in a large iron pot and the mass made red hot. 
In this state the copper and silver combine with the zinc forming a 
new compound which rises to the top of the molten mass as a scum. 
The scum is then distilled in a retort which process eliminates the 
zinc and leaves a residue from which the copper and silver are re- 
covered. Antimony, arsenic, bismuth, and the minor nonmetallic 
impurities are eliminated after the removal of the silver and copper 
by making use of the fact that, at a red heat and in the presence of 
air, they are oxidized and converted into new compounds which sepa- 
rate from the lead. The practical application of this truth is the 
refining process generally known as “ poling,” deriving its name 
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from the fact that poles of green wood are immersed into the pot of 
molten metal while it is still red hot. The poles have no metal- 
lurgical function but as they burn, gases are given off which cause 
the molten metal to churn and boil and thus expose large fresh 
surfaces to the air so that it can oxidize the impurities. In their 
converted form the impurities rise to the top of the molten metal as 
a dross which is removed. The metal remaining in the pot which is 
almost pure lead is then poured into molds ; that is, cast into bars of 
approximately 100 pounds each in weight, called “ pigs ” and stored 
or shipped to the markets as the case may be. 

Lead smelters and refineries are distributed quite widely over the 
country as will be observed in the map shown on an earlier page, 
but with more or less concentration at industrial centers, notably 
San Francisco, St. Louis, Chicago, Pittsburgh, and in the vicinity of 
New York. The same is true of lead products manufacturing plants. 

LEAD MARKETS. 

Lead is the purest of the more common base metals used in com- 
merce, the impurities rarely exceeding one-tenth of 1 per cent. But, 
even though almost pure, the kind and the amount of the impurities 
contained determine the use to which the lead may be put as will be 
observed in the accompanying table : 


Composition and uses of American pig leads. 


Name. 

Composition (italic figures influential). 

Silver. ‘ Arsenic. 

I 

Anti- 

mony. 

Bis- 

muth. 

Copper. 

Iron. > Zinc. 

! 

Southeast Missouri desilverized 

Ordinary corroding or refined 

Ordinary common 

Southeast Missouri undesilverized 

Southwest Missouri desilverized 

Percent.: Percent. 
O.OOOi ; Trace, 
0.0005 Trace. ; 
0.0005 Trace. 
0.007 i Trace. 

0.0005 1 Trace, j 

! 1 

1 Per cent. 

1 0.003 : 

0.005 

0.01 

0.003 

0.002 

I 

Per cent.' 
0.003 

0.05 

0.08 

0.003 

0.003 

! Per cent. 

' O.OOOS ! 
0.0006 
; O.OG06 I 
0.06 

0.019 

. Per cent. ' Per cent. 

1 0.0015 ! Trace. 

: 0 0015 i Trace. 

1 0.0015 ; Trace. 

; 0.0015 1 Trace. 

0.0015 ! Trace. 

i i 



Composition (italic figures 
influential), ^ 


Name. 

Cobalt 

and 

nickel. 

Total 

impuri- 

ties. 

1 

Lead. 

Resultant uses (in order of preference). 

i 

Southeast Missouri 
desilverized. 

Per cent. 
None. 

j 

Per cent. 
0.0082 

Per cent. 
99. 9918 

White lead and lead compounds on account of small 

Ordinary corroding 
or refined. 

None. 

0.0576 

99.9424 

content of silver, copper, and bismuth. 

Ordinary common. . 

; None. 

0.0926 

99.9074 

Lead compoimds; but more particularly in plumbing 
and other uses because of large antimony content. 

Southeast Missouri 
undesilverized . 

1 0.008 

0.0825 

99. 9175 

Uad sheet, pipe, bar, or wire in chemical industries 
because of large copper content. 

Southwest Missouri 
desilverized. 

0.0018 

0.0278 

99.9722 

Lead sheet, pipe, bar, or wire in plumbing; cable cov- 
erings, and alloys. 
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THE MANUFACTURE OF LEAD PRODUCTS. 

An industry comes into existence as a result of the usefulness of 
a commodity, which usefulness, in turn, is due to the chemical and 
physical properties possessed by the commodity. It is logical, there- 
fore, to review the properties and uses of lead before describing the 
manufacture of lead products. 

PROPERTIES AND USES OF LEAD. 

1. DENSITY. 

This is probably the most apparent and surely the best known 
property of lead — a handful of lead being about as heavy as a 
shovelful of coal and equal in weight to two handfuls of aluminum. 
Because of this excessive weight in small bulk the use of lead for 
window-sash weights is extensive; every piano key has a lead 
counterweight which brings the key back to rest after being struck ; 
and small-bore firearm and shotgun ammunition is made exclusively 
of lead primarily because its weight counteracts more effectively the 
resistance of the air. 

2. HAKDNESS. 

In the “ scratch hardness ” scale of metals lead is the unit, being 
the most soft. It is easily marked with the finger nail and will 
make a mark on paper. There are no uses for lead based solely upon 
its hardness, but its value as a bearing metal is due in part to this 
property. 

3. MALLEABILITY, DUCTILITY, AND ANTIFKICTIONABILITY. 

Because lead is malleable and ductile it can be made easily into 
sheet, pipe, bar, wire, etc. Its malleability is also made use of in 
packing and calking. Because of its plastic nature lead in the form 
of pipes and sheets can readily be bent as desired. 

The natural physical properties of lead are quite limited, but 
science has revealed the fact that by combining two or more metals 
the resultant product may have properties and uses distinct from 
those possessed by the individual metals contained in the combina- 
tion. Such combinations of metals are called “ alloys ” and may be 
defined as mixtures of two or more metals which were completely 
dissolved or miscible at the temperature at which they were mixed. 
Lead is quite adaptable to such combining and the manufacture of 
lead alloys has greatly enlarged the field of usefulness of the metal. 

Thus the perquisites for a type metal are low melting point, the 
taking of a sharp impression of a mold, and being sufficiently tough 
so as not to lose its shape and at the same time not cut the paper. 
Lead fulfills the first two of these requirement, but is too soft for 
the third. By alloying it with antimony and tin, however, the 
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hardness and toughness are so increased that all three requisites are 
met. Again, variations in the proportions of metals forming an alloy 
cause a change in the properties of the latter. Thus a certain mix- 
ture of lead and antimony produces type metal while another com- 
bination of these two metals with arsenic is required for lead shot. 

Until recently there were recognized only two alloys of lead, i. e., 
alloys in which lead forms the greater portion of the mixture. 
These were type metal and shot metal. The scarcity of tin (ex- 
tensively used, and the chief metal of mauj" bearing metal alloys, 
such as Babbitt) during the war caused an intensive search to be 
made for a bearing metal requiring no tin. The result was the find- 
ing of an alloy fulfilling this requirement and composed of 99 per 
cent lead and small amounts of barium and calcium. Tests made 
upon this new metal by the Bureau of Standards showed that it 
possessed all the requisities of a good bearing metal, namely, hard- 
ness, compressive strength, low friction, heat resistance, and low cost. 
Its melting point is about the same as that of lead, and it can be 
readily rolled, drawn, extruded, and used in die cast form. 

Again, the plasticity, hardness, and weight of lead have caused its 
use in certain alloys extensively employed for the manufacture of 
organ pipes; the keys of flutes, clarinets, and similar parts of other 
musical instruments. 


4. FUSlBrUTY OK MELTING POINT. 

Much of the importance of lead is due to its low fusibility or ease 
of melting. The principal uses for lead based on this property are 
showm in plate 6. In addition to these uses, lead forms an im- 
portant ingredient of certain metals used in the manufacture of 
toys, statuary, and household utensils. 

5. KESISTANCE TO CORROSION. 

Most metals are attacked by acids, acid vapors, and salts, but 
the amount of corrosion varies considerably. On lead it is less 
violent than on many metals, and accordingly lead is used in the form 
of sheet and pipe for the water connections of dwellings and office 
buildings (especially for carrying off Avaste), in chemical plants, and 
for covering electric cables. 

6. CAS’XTNG quality. 

When molten lead is poured into a mold and allowed to solidify 
it is observed that it takes a very sharp impression of the mold, 
filling the most narrow as well as the widest crevices. For tliis 
reason, mainly, all printing type contains a large percentage of lead, 
other ingredients being added to harden it, toughen it, and increase 
its fusibility. This property is likewise influential, in part, in the 
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selection of lead alloys for the manufacture of toys, statues, and 
household utensils mentioned earlier. 

PROPERTIES AND USES OP LEAD COMPOUNDS. 

Certain members of the oxide group of chemical compounds are 
so unstable that a small amount of heat will cause them to separate 
into their constituent parts, freeing oxygen. Lead oxides belong to 
this group, and in the form principally of red lead, litharge, and 
lead peroxide, respectively, they are used in the manufacture of 
glass, pottery, and porcelain ; in the manufacture of storage batteries, 
rubber, matches, and in the refining of petroleum. 

Bed lead is a chemical compound of two parts of lead monoxide 
(litharge) and one part lead peroxide. It is a brilliant scarlet red 
in color and is obtained in a number of grades, each grade having 
some particular use. The grade used as a paint pigment has the 
property of opacity or hiding power, and finds its most extensive 
use as a preserving paint for metals subject to atmospheric influ- 
ences. The several other grades of red lead are used in the manu- 
facture of glass where it is melted with the silica and other raw 
materials composing glass, so that its oxygen can assist in burning 
up the impurities in the glass ; in the manufacture of varnish, where 
it is boiled with linseed oil in the making of varnish to promote 
the drying qualilties; in the manufacture of storage batteries, where 
the red lead is made into a paste Avith the addition of dilated sul- 
phuric acid and is filled into the gratings or grids (made of 
metallic lead) and allowed to dvy. After the paste becomes hard, the 

grids ” are placed in sulphuric acid and charged by electric cur- 
rents, making the positive and negative plates composing the “ work- 
ings ” of a storage battery. 

Litharge is a chemical compound of lead and oxygen (lead mon- 
oxide) containing approximately 93 per cent of lead and 7 per cent 
of oxygen. It is a buff-colored substance produced both in granular 
and flake form. Like red lead, there are a number of grades of 
litharge, the uses to which the different grades are put giAung rise 
to the names by which they are known commercially: Thus, glass- 
makers’ litharge, color-makers’ litharge, rubber-makers’ litharge, 
varnish-makers’ litharge, enamelers’ litharge, potters’ litharge, and 
accumulator litharge. 

Glassmakers’, varnish-makers’, and accumulator litharges are used 
in the same Avay as red lead and described earlier. Bubber-makers’ 
litharge is used as an accelerator and controller in the vulcanization 
of rubber. In any considerable quantity litharge can not be em- 
ployed for light-colored rubber, for it tends to blacken the product. 
Potters’ litharge is used for making a glaze on pottery, although 
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white lead is more extensively used for this purpose. Briefly, the 
process is as follows : 

After the clay is molded into shape it is burned, when it becomes 
known as “ biscuit ware.” The biscuit ware is then dipped in a 
water pulp made of litharge (or white lead), clay, whiting, and zinc 
oxide, which is deposited on the surface as a thin film and when 
heated melts and forms a glaze. Enamelers’ litharge is identical 
with potters’ litharge, both in character and in use. 

Litharge is also used by petroleum refiners. The crude petro- 
leum is run into large tanks, where it is treated with diluted sul- 
phuric acid. It is then washed with water to remove the acid and 
other soluble impurities. A solution of caustic soda in which 
litharge has been dissolved is agitated with the oil to remove sulphur, 
during which time the sulphur combines with the lead, forming lead 
sulphide, which settles out. Color-makers’ litharge is dissolved in 
diluted acetic acid to form soluble lead salts and these salts are used 
to produce the paint pigments, chrome yellow and chrome green. 

Orange mineral is another lead compound identical in composition 
with red lead but rather paler in color, finer in texture, and lighter 
in weight. It is similar in character to red lead, too, has similar 
properties, and is used chiefly in the manufacture of verraillion 
paint, printing ink, and dipping paint. Its fineness, fluffiness, and 
high degree of oxidation make it valuable for these purposes. 

Of all lead compounds, none is so universally used as white lead. 
In fact, nearly one-half of all the metallic lead produced in the 
United States enters into the manufacture of white lead and red 
lead. White lead is pure, refined metallic lead converted by a chemi- 
cal process into basic lead carbonate. It is a chemical compound 
analyzing about 69 per cent carbonate of lead and 31 per cent 
hydrated oxide of lead. 

White lead is of importance as a paint because of its opacity or 
hiding power, its preservative properties, and its durability. The 
hiding power is due not to the absorption of light but to the ability 
of the fine particles of white lead to refract or turn aside the light 
rays. This property of a substance to refract light rays can be 
observed, and the power of such refraction as compared to the 
similar power of some other substance taken as a standard, is des- 
ignated the refractive index. Thus air, which transmits light prac- 
tically without bending or refracting the rays at all, is taken as 
unity, and compared to air white lead has a refractive index of a 
little over two, which is higher than that of any white pigment in 
commercial use. 

White lead, of course, is of no value as a paint unless incorporated 
in some vehicle, commonly an oil. The desirable feature of a paint 
oil is the ability to set up or dry in a short period to a hard surface 
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that will not take dust. This drying property is dependent upon the 
chemical nature of the oil; and if it is an unsaturated compound 
like linseed oil, rapid absorption of oxygen will cause the film to 
dry rapidly and become hard. A saturated oil like mineral oil will 
not take up oxygen to any great extent, and dicing will therefore 
not take place. Linseed oil is the oil obtained by crushing the seed 
of the flax plant and because of its rapid drying properties and 
general adaptability for all classes of paints has never been sup- 
planted by any other oil. 

Many salts of lead other than the oxides are used, and for a variety 
of purposes. The most important of these are lead acetate, lead 
nitrate, and lead arsenate. Lead acetate, commonly known as sugar 
of lead, has certain medicinal values, especially in skin diseases. It 
is used also in textile dyeing and calico printing and in the manu- 
facture of lead chromate or chrome yellow, a much-used pigment. 
Lead nitrate, too, is used in dyeing and in the manufacture of the 
paint pigments chrome yellow and chrome green. Lead arsenate is 
used largely as an insecticide, especially for the protection of fruit 
trees against the larvae of the gypsy moth. Other commercially 
used lead salts are basic lead sulphate, basic lead chromate (a red 
pigment) , and lead fluosilicate. Two grades of basic lead sulphate 
are in extensive use, namely, white and blue, the latter being essen- 
tially white basic lead sulphate colored with lampblack accidentally 
in the process of manufacture. They closely resemble white lead in 
appearance, but differ in certain physical characteristics as well as 
in chemical composition, the white analyzing about 80 per cent lead 
sulphate, 15 per cent lead oxide, and 5 per cent zinc oxide, and the 
blue analyzing lower in lead sulphate, higher in lead oxide, and 
from 2 to 3 per cent carbon. A large part of the production of the 
white sulphate is used in combination with some other white pig- 
ment for paint, and practically all of the remainder is used in the 
rubber industry for tubing, hose, automobile tires, and molded 
articles. The blue sulphate likewise is largely used in the manu- 
facture of rubber products, and a portion is utilized for metal paint. 

THE MANUFACTURE OF SHEET LEAD, PIPE, AND SHOT. 

The manufacture of sheet lead involves the recasting of ‘‘pig” 
lead into flat plates and passing these through a series of rolls until 
the desired thickness of the sheet is attained. 

Lead pipe is without seams, for it is made by forcing the semi- 
molten metal through a circular die. 

Lead shot is made by alloying the metal with arsenic, which im- 
parts a greater fluidity to the metal and increases its tendency to 
assume a spherical form. The molten metal is caused to run through 
collenders and to fall through a considerable height into water. 
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The height required is usually secured by means of a “ shot tower ” — 
a well-known edifice to the people of certain sections of the country. 

THE MANUFACTURE OF WHITE LEAD. 

White lead is made by corroding “pig” lead. Four processes are 
in practical commercial operation in the United States, but the 
greater bulk of the white lead is produced by a single one known as 
the “ Old Dutch Process.” 

OLD DUTCH PBOCESS. 

To corrode lead by this process takes from 90 to 110 days. The 
practice is substantially as follows: 

A layer of spent tanbark thoroughly wet down with water is 
spread about 20 inches thick on the floor of a bin or corroding com- 
partment. Eows of earthenware pots shaped somewhat like flower- 
pots, about 12 inches high and 8 inches in diameter at the top and 
tapering to about 5 inches at the bottom, are placed thereon close 
together. In the bottom of each pot is poured about one-half pint 
of weak acetic acid (practically vinegar). The pots are then filled 
with wafflelike perforated disks or “buckles” of extremely pure lead 
previously cast from molten “pig” lead. Each buckle is about 6 
inches in diameter and three-sixteenth of an inch thick. The buckles 
are piled flat and rest on a shoulder near the bottom of the pot which 
prevents the metal from coming into direct contact with the acid. 
From 10 to 14 buckles are put in each pot. 

Over the filled pots is laid a floor of planks and on these planks 
is spread another layer of tanbark. A second layer of pots is then 
arranged as before, and alternating layers of pots and tanbark are 
built up until about 10 tiers, or a “ stack,” are in place. 

Fermentation of the tanbark soon sets in. The heat thus gener- 
ated, the temperature of which ranges between 160° and 180° F., 
causes the acetic acid to volatilize. Its fumes attack the lead, chang- 
ing the metal on the surface to a thin film of acetate of lead. Car- 
bonic acid gas, liberated by the decomposing tanbark, acts on this 
film of acetate of lead, converting it into carbonate of lead. The 
action of the carbonic acid gas on the acetate of lead frees acetic 
acid in the latter, and this freed acid attacks the metallic lead just 
below the first film of white lead and changes more lead to acetate 
of lead, which in turn is changed, by the process described, to car- 
bonate of lead. Continuous attacks of acetic acid and carbonic-acid 
gas proceed in this way until all the lead clear down to the heart of 
the buckle is corroded into white lead. 

At the end of about four months the stack is taken down or 
“stripped.” The buckles of lead, which were blue, are found to be 
white except for a core of metallic lead which sometimes remains 



612 


a:^nvaj^ report Smithsonian institution, 1921. 


in the imperfectly corroded buckles. This white material is hy- 
drated carbonate of lead, or white lead. The pots are emptied, one 
by one, into a large container equipped with an exhaust fan, so that 
the dust created in the emptying is carried off and does not contami- 
nate the air about the workmen. 

From the stack the corroded buckles are conveyed to a separating 
machine. Here they are broken up by tumbling about in a revolv- 
ing screen called a “ buckle beater,” and all uncorroded portions of 
lead are separated from the white lead. 

The white lead is then mixed with water and ground again and 
again between heavy rapidly revolving millstones until it is fine 
enough to float on water through a long, oblong box called a “ drag 
box.” The coarse particles of white lead sink to the bottom of the 
drag box and are mechanically returned to the millstones for re- 
grinding. 

The white lead that is fine enough to float through the drag box 
enters a series of four huge tubs in which the water is agitated con- 
stantly by revolving rakes. These tubs are known as “ rake tubs.” 
In the rake tubs, the white lead is washed free from traces of acid 
and other impurities ; here also any coarse particles that accidentally 
passed the drag box settle to the bottom. 

After floating through the series of rake tubs, the white lead (still 
floating in water) flows on to a screen of silk bolting cloth contain- 
ing about 27,000 microscopic holes to the square inch. Only white 
lead which is fine enough to pass through these holes is used in paint, 
that which remains on the screen being rejected and reground. The 
white lead passing through the screen is pumped into large settling 
tubs where it settles to the bottom as wet pulp, the surplus water 
being drawn off from the top. 

The wet pulp is then pumped upon a series of drying pans where 
the moisture in it is evaporated by means of steam surrounding the 
pans. (This operation requires periodical stirring of the pulp by 
hand and the series of pans is so arranged and connected with a 
revolving exhaust fan that when any door in front of a pan is opened 
a strong draft of air is drawn in and carries away any dust particles 
raised in the act of stirring.) From the drying pans the dried white 
lead is conveyed to mixers, known as “chasers,” where it is mixed 
wdth linseed oil, then to stone mills, where it receives its final grind- 
ing, after which it is packed in appropriate containers. Eight 
pounds of linseed oil to ninety -two pounds of white lead is the usual 
mixture. 

The other commercial methods of manufacturing white lead are 
known as quick processes because they lessen the time required to 
corrode the lead. The two most successful processes are the Carter 
and the Matheson, the principle underlying both being the same as 
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that on which the Old Dutch Process is based. In each instance the 
lead is first changed to acetate of lead and then converted into 
hydrated carbonate of lead. 

The Carter process takes about 12 days to convert the lead into 
white lead. The rapidity of the process is due to the finely divided 
state of the metallic lead with which it starts. By this method 
granulated lead resembling gunpowder is sprayed with acetic acid 
in a great revolving wooden drum. As in the Old Dutch Process, 
the acid immediately attacks the lead, forming acetate of lead. 
Purified coal gas which contains carbonic acid gas is then introduced 
and changes the acetate of lead to white lead. 

In the Matheson process the metallic lead is first “ feathered,” or 
made to resemble a sponge in structure, by running molten lead into 
water. It is then dissolved in acetic acid, and by contact with car- 
bonic acid gas, precipitated in the form of a white powder which 
is hydrated carbonate of lead or white lead. 

MANUFACTURE OP LITHARGE AND RED LEAD. 

By far the greater proportion of litharge is made by calcining or 
roasting pig lead in specially constructed furnaces, called reverbera- 
tory furnaces, so named because the heat is reverberated or thrown 
down from an arched roof upon the material being treated. The 
hearth of the furnace is about 10 feet square and fireplaces are at 
opposite sides from which the flame is directed to the arch of the 
hearth. The arch is 2i to 3 feet above the hearth. The method of 
the manufacture of litharge is substantially as follows : About to 
2 tons of pig lead are placed in the furnace. At 620° F. the lead begins 
to melt but there is not much oxidation until the temperature is 
raised considerably, and it is often as high as 1,600° before oxidation 
is complete. While the lead is molten, it is constantly stirred or 
“ rabbled ” with iron-handled rakes mechanically operated so that all 
parts of the lead are expoeed to the oxidizing action of the air. 
Gradually the molten mass becomes granular, and with continued 
heat all of the lead is converted into oxide or litharge. The process 
requires from 21 to 36 hours, and in that time, with the tempera- 
ture at from 1,100° to 1,600° F., the lead takes up all the oxygen that 
it will hold in its present condition. If the heat has been sufficiently 
intense to render the oxide pasty, it will, upon cooling, break down 
into small reddish-yellow flakes, known as flake litharge. The 
litharge as drawn from the furnace is then taken to a grinding 
mill where it is first pulverized, then floated on water so that any 
particles of metallic lead may settle out, and finally dried and 
packed. It is during the pulverization that the litharge assumes the 
buff color. 
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Red lead is made by heating litharge to a suitable temperature 
after the litharge has been cooled, ground, and purified. The heat- 
ing is done in a reverberatory furnace where, at about 900^ F., the 
buff-colored powdered litharge takes on more oxygen, changing in 
color to a brilliant red. This is red lead. The conversion takes 
about 48 hours. A peculiar phenomenon is that if the temperature is 
raised to 1,100"^ F. and higher, the red lead loses oxygen and reverts 
to litharge. 

Orange mineral is made in the same way as red lead and litharge 
except that the process starts with white lead instead of pig lead. 
White lead is roasted in a furnace and turns to orange mineral as it 
takes in oxygen and releases carbon and hydrogen. 

Basic lead sulphate is made from lead ore that contains zinc min- 
erals in addition to galena. The process of manufacture consists in 
crushing, washing, and separating the minerals from associated rock 
by a gravity or “jigging” process, termed concentrating. The con- 
centrates thus obtained are subjected to blast-furnace treatment in 
which volatilization takes place, and the volatilized portion of the 
concentrates are oxidized. The result is a white fume which is 
carried away by a draft of air and collected in bags. Blue basic lead 
sulphate is a by-product obtained in the above process. The lamp- 
black which colors it is an accidental ingredient resulting from in- 
complete combustion of carbon fuel used in the blast furnace. 






WILLIAM CEAWFOKD GORGAS.^ 


By Brig. Gen. Eobekt E. Noble. 


[With 1 plate.] 

So much has been written about the life and work of Gen. William 
Crawford Gorgas, that whatever the writer may say will be much 
like repeating in new words facts that are already well known. 

Intimacy with such a man does not always lead to ease in speak- 
ing or writing of his personality or of his work, for there may be 
feeling that represses rather than causes an easy flow of words. 

Intimate association for more than 13 years, with this, the most 
knightly man that I have ever known, leaves me when I hear others 
speak of him, almost dumb. I listen, I think of him, of the great 
things he has accomplished and accomplished in the face of opposi- 
tion and of a disbelief in him and in his methods, and finally of the 
acknowledgment by many of those who had opposed him that he 
was right, of the adoption of his methods by men and nations, of the 
lives he has saved, of the men yet unborn who because of his teach- 
ings will be conserved to the world, and finally of his end, while he 
was yet able to give to the world a service that would benefit man- 
kind. 

He was freeing the world from yellow fever, a disease that has 
taken its toll from both hemispheres, that has been epidemic for 
centuries in Central and South America and in the West Indies; 
a disease that has paralyzed commerce and has caused panic and 
disaster in the Southern States; a disease, which as a result of the 
practical application by General Gorgas of the discovery by the 
Eeed Board that yellow fever is transmitted by a mosquito, and 
by only one mosquito, the Stegomyia fasciata^ is now confined to a 
few endemic and epidemic centers, and which in five years will be 
eliminated from the earth. 

General Gorgas was born at Mobile, Ala., October 3, 1854, the 
son of Gen. Josiah and Amelia Gayle Gorgas. He was educated in 
private schools until he entered the University of the South, grad- 
uating with an A. B. degree in 1875. Deciding to study medicine, 

> Eeprinted by permission from the American Joumai of Public Health, March, 1921. 
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he entered Bellevue Hospital Medical College, graduating in 1879. 
He served as interne, 1878-1880, and was commissioned as a first 
lieutenant and assistant surgeon in the Army, June 16, 1880. His 
first assignment to duty was at Fort Clark, Tex. In the fall of 1882 
he was ordered to Fort Brown, Tex. Here he had his first profes- 
sional experience with yellow fever, then epidemic on the Mexican 
border. This experience with this scourge so early in his career 
largely influenced his future. The mystery of its spread and its 
deadly nature appealed to his imagination, and he lost no oppor- 
tunity to study this disease, and such opportimities were not in- 
frequent for those who served at any of the stations located in the 
Gulf States, where yellow fever was from time to time epidemic. 
His cases were always carefully observed. Methods of treatment, 
hypotheses regarding the transmission of infection from man to 
man, and the various methods proposed for the control of epidemics, 
were studied and tested. All that he learned, or a supposition dis- 
proved, was a stimulus for greater effort. Further observation was 
temporarily interrupted in the fall of 1884 by reason of his transfer 
from Fort Brown to Fort Eandall, Dak. 

On June 16, 1885, he was promoted to the grade of captain and 
assistant surgeon. On Sept. 15, 1885, he married Miss Marie Cook 
Doughty of Cincinnati. Opportunity to resume the study of yellow 
fever came with his transfer to Fort Barrancas, Fla., where he 
served, with the exception of an 18-month tour of duty at Fort Reno, 
until the war with Spain. Shortly after the outbreak of the Span- 
ish-American War he was appointed major and brigade surgeon. 
A vacancy in the regular service permitted of his promotion July 
6, 1918, to the grade of major and surgeon in the regular establish- 
ment. 

General Gorgas went to Siboney on the hospital ship Reliefs and 
was present during the entire Santiago campaign. He established 
and was in command of the yellow-fever hospital at this place. He 
was invalided to the States after the occupation of Santiago, because 
of a severe malarial infection. After convalescence, he returned to 
Cuba, and was made health officer of Havana. 

Here yellow fever was epidemic as it had been almost continuously 
since 1620. Havana was cleaned, one might say scrubbed and dis- 
infected, but yellow fever remained. Case after case was found. No 
method tried served to lessen the incidence of the disease. The Reed 
Board was investigating theories advanced regarding the etiology 
of that disease. Their work was notable in proving that none of 
the etiological factors claimed by their sponsors was the true cause 
of the disease. The claim put forward by Dr. Carlos Finlay in 1881, 
that the Stegomyia fasciata was the agent by which the yellow -fever 
virus was transmitted from man to man alone remained. On Febru- 
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ary 6, 1901, in a paper read before the Pan-American Congress at 
Havana, a skeptical world was told that the theory of Finlay was 
a proven fact. There were many who questioned the findings of the 
Reed Board, but their experiment had been so carefully controlled 
and conducted with such mathematical precision that those who 
questioned succeeded in only confirming the accuracy of the findings. 
The elimination of yellow fever could now be undertaken on a definite 
basis, that of the control of Stegomyia breeding and reducing the 
Stegomyia index below a point capable of supporting an epidemic. 
Here was the opportunity that General Gorgas had been looking for, 
and hoping for, for years. 

The eradication of the disease was simple in theory, but in reality, 
a task of magnitude. It meant house to house inspection, the loca- 
tion of all breeding places, the listing for future reference of all 
cisterns, tanks, wells, waterbarrels, fillers, water jars, in fact every 
container that would hold water and in which Stegomyia would 
breed. It meant the mosquito-proofing or the destruction of all pos- 
sible breeding places. There were no trained inspectors for the work. 
They must be trained, while on the job. These inspectors were not 
kindly received; they were looked upon with suspicion, and their 
presence was resented. They had to fight ignorance and prejudice 
and meet the hostility of the householder with forbearance, tact, and 
judgment, a trying and thankless task. 

The containers were found; the cisterns, tanks, wells, etc., either 
destroyed or made mosquito proof. Houses had to be fumigated to 
kill infected mosquitoes, for the Stegomyia is a long-lived insect 
and once infected is infectious to man for as long as she lives. The 
task was accomplished; yellow fever was eliminated from Havana. 
The last case was reported on September 28, 1901. 

Malaria was a disease that also took a large toll from those living 
in certain sections of Havana. The fact recently proven that certain 
of the Anophelene mosquitoes were responsible for the transmission 
of the malarial parasite from man to man was utilized. So hand 
in hand with the elimination of yellow fever from Havana went the 
reduction in the incidence of malaria. The measures against Ano- 
pheles finally reduced the malarial index to an almost negligible 
quality, and made healthful areas of what for generations had been 
uninhabitable. 

The work of General Gorgas at Havana was so notable that Con- 
gress showed the appreciation of the whole country, when on March 
9, 1903, an act was passed promoting him to be a colonel and Assis- 
tant Surgeon General. Having completed his work in Havana he 
was assigned to duty as chief surgeon of the Department of the East, 
with station at Governors Island, and remained there until he was 
appointed chief sanitaiy officer of the Panama Canal by President 
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Eoosevelt, March 1, 1904. Here was a task worth}^ of the man and 
a man equal to the task. 

There were many natural difficulties to overcome, and much oppo- 
sition both active and passive to meet. There was disbelief in the 
fact that yellow fever and malaria were transmitted by mosquitoes. 
This resulted in disbelief in the man and in his methods. In those 
early days a man less determined would have been not only dis- 
couraged but dismayed. His removal was desired; his recommenda- 
tions held up and criticized, even characterized as wild.” All this 
did not liasten the accomplishment of the task but rather delayed it. 
The vicissitudes of the department of sanitation during this period 
are a matter of history as any one interested may see by reading 
the “ Report to the Government, by Dr. Chas. A. L. Reed. Showing 
how the Commission makes Efficient Sanitation Impossible,” pub- 
lished in the Journal of the American Medical Association, March 
11, 1905, page 812; also the “ Reply of the Commission to the charges 
made in the Report to the Government by Dr. Chas. A. L. Reed,” 
published in the same Journal, April 1, 1905, page 1052. The fact 
remains that after this report matters affecting sanitation received 
more consideration, and recommendations were more promptly acted 
upon than previously. President Roosevelt with his usual keen un- 
derstanding of men and methods was the force that upheld General 
Gorgas during those trying days and made success possible. 

Malaria, yellow fever, and dysentery, were the three dieases that 
caused the greatest morbidity and mortality among employees of 
the French Canal Co. and the natives on the Isthmus. The climate 
was considered deadly, the whole region had a most sinister reputa- 
tion. The “Forty-niners” crossing the Isthmus had died in great 
numbers. Fevers and dysentery during the period of the construc- 
tion of the Panama Railroad had taken an enormous toll from the 
forces employed. It has been stated that each cross tie represented 
a life sacrificed in the construction of the railroad. One town on 
the line of the canal was said to have derived its name. Matachin, 
because of the awful moifality of the Chinese laborers quartered 
there. Neither of the statements are strictly true; they are quoted 
for the purpose of emphasizing the awful unhealthfulness and evil 
reputation of the Canal Zone and the cities of Panama and Colon, 
the regions that must be made healthful. 

Ihe death rate of the employees of the FiTnch Canal Co, has never 
been known with any degree of accuracy, all statistics being based 
on the deat])s that occurred in hospitals only. The hospitals received 
patients sent in by contractors or the individuals who entered on 
their own responsibility. Under the French there was no free gen- 
eral hospitalization of employees as during the construction of the 
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canal by the United States^ Because of this lack of general hospitali- 
zation, deaths occurring on the line of the canal and in the cities of 
Panama and Colon never appeared in the statistical tables of the 
French company. The hospital rate of 65 per 1,000 per annum is 
given as the rate of deaths for employees of the French company, 
and it is on this basis that all comparison of French and American 
statistics are based. The French rate of 65 per 1,000 per annum 
was high enough to be embarrassing, but a competent observer who 
lived in Panama during the days of construction by the French and 
who w^as in a position that gave him an intimate knowledge of actual 
conditions told General Gorgas that the French losses were not less 
than 250 per 1,000 per annum. Allowing that a death rate of 250 
per 1,000 per annum is too high, the rate of 65 per 1,000 is undoubt- 
edly too low. The true rate will never be known. It was so high, 
however, that only by great effort was it possible to keep the work- 
ing force recruited up to a point of efficiency, that is, to obtain the 
average output with the equipment provided. 

Many instances are recorded of the almost extinction of groups 
of employees arriving from France, who, being assigned to various 
stations, took up their work with enthusiasm in the expectation of 
great accomplishments, but within two or three months 75 per cent 
would have died, and in some cases even 100 per cent. The death 
rate among the Catholic sisters who controlled the hospitals was 
appalling. Travelers crossing the Isthmus did so at great risk, 
especially those who from necessity spent the night in either Panama 
or Colon. 

The problem was to make this pest-ridden country a place where 
men could live at least in comparative safety, especially men from a 
temperate climate. In fact, it was more than this, for in order that 
these men might be contented and efficient, it was deemed advisable, 
that they should bring their families. If the Canal Zone and the 
cities of Panama and Colon could not be made healthful to a degree 
that it would be possible for Americans to live there, the project 
would have been handicapped by great mortality and increased cost 
in time and money. Without proper sanitation the great sacrifice 
of lives would have had its reaction on public sentiment, making 
probable again the abandonment of the project. 

It is estimated that had French conditions persisted instead of 
those established by General Gorgas the cost in human lives would 
have been not less than 20,000. 

Those who opposed General Gorgas most strenuously during the 
early days of his work on the Zone from an honest disbelief in his 
methods, methods based on the transmission of yellow fever and 
malaria by mosquitoes, later acknowledged their error. I heard one 
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former official say to General Gorgas that they had been wrong, 
and that had their action resulted in his removal, as they desired, a 
great calamity would have resulted. 

Statistics are as a rule uninteresting, but no one can fail to feel 
a real interest in the statistical tables published by the department 
of sanitation, Isthmian Canal Commission. These statistics tell 
the stoiy of a lessening number of deaths, the story of a decreasing 
sick rate, and fewer days spent in hospitals, all this with an in- 
creasing population — a saving that paid, and more than paid, for 
ail the moneys charged against the department of sanitation. The 
cost of sanitation has been criticized, but no attention has been paid 
the credit side of the ledger. Is it not proper to credit sanitation 
with the lessened sick rate and the lives saved? Divide the cost of 
sanitation by the one item of lives saved; the answer will be an 
answer to critics. There are other credits that may be considered 
that directly and indirectly bring their return to the United States. 
What of the great object lesson in sanitation — a lesson learned by 
the rest of the world? Other countries applied the methods prac- 
ticed by General Gorgas. Especially did South America begin to 
“ clean up.” 

Sanitation, the same as that practiced in Cuba and on the Canal 
Zone, freed some of the greatest ports of South America from yel- 
low fever and reduced the incidence of malaria ; it made travel safe ; 
it lessened quarantine restrictions, and in some instances caused the 
entire removal of all quarantine, results that were of great benefit 
to trade. 

General Gorgas taught the world that the Tropics were not of 
necessity the deadl}^ region they had always been considered; that 
with proper methods those diseases, fatal to the native as well as 
the man from the temperate climate, could be eliminated, and once 
eliminated, they would not reoccur unless imported from some in- 
fected area. This fact forced unprogressive countries to improve 
sanitary conditions, to oust yellow fever and malaria. For if those 
countries wished to keep up with the commercial development of 
the world and obtain their fair share of the world trade, they must 
control communicable disease, if not with the view of conserving 
life, then from the viewpoint of commerce. 

The first three 3 ^ears of General Gorgas's work on the Canal Zone 
as chief sanitary officer was in a subordinate capacity. The depart- 
ment of sanitation was not an independent department, but merely 
a branch of the department of government and sanitation. On March 
1, 190T, President Roosevelt appointed General Gorgas a member of 
the Isthmian Canal Commission and head of the department of 
sanitation. Tliis was a recognition of results accomplished, a tri- 
umph of the man and of his methods. So conspicuous was General 
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Gorgas’s success in converting the Canal Zone and the cities of Pan- 
ama and Colon into a region where the death rate was comparable 
to that of our healthiest cities that sanitarians came from all over 
the world to see and learn, and return to their homes with valuable 
data and new ideas. So impressive were his results that he received 
many invitations to advise corporations and countries on matters 
of health and sanitation. Two were accepted. The first was an 
invitation from the President of Equador to study the health condi- 
tions of Guayaquil and submit outline plans for the sanitary re- 
construction of that city, the principal seaport of the Republic. 
Almost two months were spent in Equador, during which time ten- 
tative plans were prepared and recommendations submitted. The 
plans provided for adequate water supply, sewer system, paving the 
streets, modification of health laws, and the revision of building regu- 
lations, with especial reference to “ rat proofing.” His general plan 
was adopted and much work has been done. Guayaquil has for 
almost two years been free from yellow fever, and malaria incidence 
has been much reduced. At the time of General Gorgas's visit to 
Equador the death rate for Guayaquil was such that the city of 
almost 90,000 people must be repopulated each 15 years or cease to 
exist. The result of his visit is that one of the most unhealthy cities 
of the world is now a city with a death rate comparable to that of 
other tropical cities of the same size. 

In the summer of 1913 Mr. Samuel Evans, chairman of the Cham- 
ber of Mines, Johannesburg, Transvaal, visited the Canal Zone to 
make inquiry in regard to the housing conditions of the laborers and 
the methods used for the control of pneumonia, a disease at one time 
epidemic among employees of the Panama Canal. The control of 
pneumonia was a matter of great importance to the mine owners 
of South Africa, as the native laborer was very susceptible to that 
disease, especially the tropical native. Among this class of laborers 
pneumonia was very fatal; in fact, so high had been the death rate 
from this cause that the bureau of native affairs had prohibited the 
employment in the mines of natives from tropical xVfrica. This 
closed a source that supplied each year about 20,000 laborers. A 
further restriction of recruiting areas was possible if the incidence 
of pneumonia could not be lowered. This was a very serious mat- 
ter, for the mines required over 200,000 laborers on the rolls to keep 
up the average output. As a result of Mr. Evans’s visit to the Canal 
Zone, the Chamber of Mines invited General Gorgas to visit the Rand 
and investigate conditions with the view of applying the methods 
that had been so successful on the Canal Zone. The invitation was 
accepted. General Gorgas sailed from Colon early in October, 1913, 
for South Africa, and arrived at Johannesburg in November. A pre- 
liminary survey of conditions was made. It was soon found that 
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this study would be very much more comprehensive than antici- 
pated, for not only must pneumonia be investigated but housing, 
hospitalization, food, tuberculosis, method of recruiting, transporta- 
tion of recruited laborers to the mines, and their repatriation on com- 
pletion of contract. About three months were spent on this work. 
A report was submitted and discussed with the Chamber of Mines in 
open session. Some of the mines that had sufficient “ life ” to war- 
rant it adopted General Gorgas’s plan. One group of mines employed 
at General Gorgas’s suggestion a sanitarian, who was given charge 
of all matters pertaining to health and sanitation. The result 
justified expectations. 

While at Johannesburg, General Gorgas was invited by the Gov- 
ernor of Rhodesia to come to Salisbury, the capital, to give advice 
as to the control of malaria and discuss the question of black-water 
fever, the cause of great morbidity and considerable mortality among 
the European settlers of Rhodesia. Many farms and a few small 
settlements were visited, much advice given, several public meetings 
held, as well as conferences with the colonial health officers and civil- 
ian practitioners. All were eager for information and advice. 

While at Salisbury, General Gorgas dined one evening with the 
governor. When General Gorgas entered the drawing room the 
governor advanced and said, “ I am glad to see you, General Gorgas.” 
After greeting the governor, General Gorgas said, “ You are mis- 
taken; I am a colonel,” The Governor said, “ It is you who are mis- 
taken — you were made a general yesterday.” With this he gave to 
General Gorgas a news bulletin, announcing his appointment as 
Surgeon General of the Army, with the rank of brigadier general. 

On completion of the work at Rhodesia, General Gorgas returned 
to Johannesburg, finished his work on the Rand, and in February 
sailed from Cape Town for the United States, via England. He ar- 
rived in New York the last of March, proceeded to Washington, and 
assumed the duties of Surgeon General of the Army. 

His policies on assuming this office were to improve sanitary con- 
ditions, build up a reserve of hospital supplies equal to that recom- 
mended by the Dodge Commission ; reorganize the Medical Reserve 
Corps, increasing its commissioned personnel to such a point that it 
would meet the demands of war, to reorganize the Medical Corps 
upon a basis that had a definite relation to the strength of the Army. 
These various projects were in process of accomplishment when we 
entered the World War. The Medical Corps had been reorganized, 
reserve supplies were in process of accumulation, and there were 
sufficient officers in the Medical Reserve Corps to meet the first de- 
mands of the new Army. 
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On March 4, 1915, he was made a major general and received the 
thanks of Congress for service as chief sanitary officer of the Panama 
Canal, 

When the war was declared by the United States against Ger- 
many, there were but five officers, including General Gorgas, on duty 
in the office of the Surgeon General and about 85 clerks. The force 
was expanded to more than 200 officers and 1,800 clerks. The de- 
partment twice outgrew the quarters assigned and was obliged to 
move. These moves were accomplished without confusion and with 
but little delay in the routine of the department. 

During the war all demands were met, all requisitions filled, a 
gigantic task accomplished with the minimum delays and maximum 
efficiency. General Gorgas went to France in the fall of 1918, was 
present at the battle of St. Mihiel, visited other battle fields, and 
inspected hospitals and sanitary arrangements of the American Ex- 
peditionary Forces. 

He was retired on October 3, 1918, having reached the statutory 
age limit. 

He then associated himself with the International Health Board 
of the Rockefeller Foundation, of which he was a permanent direc- 
tor. With the board he was director of the yellow fever commission. 
He spent the greater part of his time in Central and South America, 
fighting for the elimination from the world of this disease, the ac- 
complishment of which is in sight, there being at this time but few 
centers where the disease is either endemic or epidemic. On May 8 
last General Gorgas sailed from Quebec for England and Belgium, 
intending in June to go to the West Coast of Africa to investigate 
past epidemics of yellow fever and to study such cases as might be 
present at the time of his visit. 

He was in Belgium from May 20 to 29 for the purpose of inter- 
viewing the Belgian authorities about his proposed visit to the Bel- 
gian Congo. He also had an audience with the King of the Belgians, 
who takes a keen interest in all matters pertaining to health, and 
especially to tropical sanitation. 

During this time the Royal Institute of Public Health (British) 
was in session, and the institute at this meeting bestowed upon Gen- 
eral Gorgas the Harbin medal, awarded for achievements in public 
health. He returned to England on May 29. On the morning of the 
31st began his last illness. He was a patient in the Queen Alexandra 
Nursing Home for Superior Officers. While sick in hospital he was 
visited by the King, who invested him with the Cross and Star of 
Knight Commander of the Order of St. Michael and St. George. 

General Gorgas died at 1.35 a. m., July 4, 1920. 
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The Eoyal Society of Medicine planned a funeral service at St. 
Paul’s, but the British Government determined upon a State funeral 
On the morning of July 9 the British Government paid its tribute to 
the man. The honors paid him in death were worthy of the great 
benefits he had bestowed upon the world, and of the life he had lived. 

With many, “ the good is oft interred with their bones.” A few 
men are for their works blessed by their contemporaries ; others are 
remembered by posterity. Seldom does that man live whose works 
are blessed by his contemporaries and whose memory will be held 
in reverence by future generations. General Gorgas was such a man. 
A great man has gone ; there is no one upon whom his mantle can fall. 
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